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One of the earliest plantings in the Bishop's Garden at the Washington Cathedral. The 
circle of dwarf box came from " Hayfield" in Fairfax County , Virginia-once a property 
of George Washington , who built the house there in 1781 . 

In the background, the apse of the Catherdal with the south transept under construction, 
and the bare retaining wall-now almost hidden by beautiful plantings. From The Cathe
dral Age, Christmas 1925. 
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Henry J. Hohman 

(December 1896-July 1974) 

Henry J. Hohman died at the age of seventy
eight on July 25, 1974, in a Maryland nursing 
home where he had been for about two months. 
Though not in good health for several years, he had 
until this sprng forced hmself to work with his be
loved plants in the Kingsville Nurseries. 

Mr. Hohman was one of the best plantsmen this 
country has produced. He prided himself on propa
gating and growing fine plants: to that end he de
voted his life. His reputation was wide and good. 

_ And it pleased him for those who appreciate fine 
plants to have his. We here at William and Mary 
are in his debt for collections of boxwoods, Japanese 
maples, spruces and for individual specimens of 
many rare plants-often sent as gifts. 

Henry was impatient with the acqusitive, the 
greedy, the uninformed: he was too busy to give 

them his time or to sell them his plants. To others 
he was the ultimate in generosity and kindness, and 
with them he shared his wealth of knowledge. It 
saddens me that much of that information has gone 
with him. 

As a perfectionist he often had trouble with his 
workers; as a gentleman should be, he was some
times calculatedly rude. He was devoted to his 
family; a widow and daughter survive him. 

Mr. Hohman was my friend for quarter of a cen
tury, and he taught me much. I am glad that on a 
number of occasions over the years I thanked him 
not only for his plants but also for his teaching 
which he so generously gave. 

-J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 

CONTRIBUTORS TO THE RESEARCH FUND 

(April 1 to July 1, 1974) 

Mr. James J. O. Anderson, Baltimore, Md. 

Mrs. Clay B. Carr, Winchester, Va. 

Mrs. Arthur A. Dugdale, Ashland, Va. 

Mr. William A. Gray, Lorton, Va. 

Mr. George C. McGhee, Middleburg, Va. 

Mrs. James H. McGhee, Falls Church, Va. 
Mrs. Orsen N. Nielsen, Centerville, Md. 
Mrs. Walter S. Thompson, Louisville, Ky. 
Mr. F. B. Whiting, Norfolk, Va. 
Mr. Russell E. Brill, Scottsville, Va. 
Mr. John G. Earle, Moylan, Pa. 
Mrs. Charles Lindsay, St. Charles, Ill. 
Mrs. Warner Lewis, Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Mrs. Frank Spears, Portland, Oregon 
Mrs. E. M. Whiting, Winchester, Va. 
Mr. Joseph R. Dinnen, Middletown, N.J. 
Mr. & Mrs. D. Goodrich Gamble, St. Louis, Mo. 
Mrs. Kenneth N. Gilpin, Sr., Boyce, Va. 
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Mr. W. A. P. Pullman, Lake Forest, Ill. 
Mr. Russell I. Thackrey, Washington, D.C. 
Mrs. Earle K. Williams, New York City 



The American Boxwood Society 

Minutes Of The Fourteenth Annual 

Meeting 

May 8, 1974 

The Fourteenth Annual Meeting of the Ameri
can Boxwood Society was held at Blandy Experi
mental Farm, Boyce, Virginia, on Wednesday, May 
8, 1974. The meeting was convened at 10 :30 A.M. 
by the President, Rear Admiral Neill Phillips, who 
welcomed the members and guests. Over 70 names 
were registered with the Secretary. 

The Minutes of the Thirteenth Annual Meeting 
held May 9, 1973, in Charlottesville, Virginia, were 
approved as published in the July 1973 issue of the 
Boxwood Bulletin. 

The report of the Executive Secretary-Treasurer, 
Mrs. Andrew C. Kirby, for the year ending April 30, 
1974 was presented and approved. The complete 
report is 'appended to the Minutes. The report was 
received with unanimous thanks and appreciation 
to Mrs. Kirby for her usual efficiency in carrying 
out this detailed job. 

Discussion followed regarding the $10,0 paid up 
Life Memberships, which number 21. This money 
has been used to help finance our two research 
projects with the University of Maryland and Vir
ginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. 
The Directors have resolved that Life Membership 
contributions shall be treated as reserve capital in
come, and the fund brought up to the amount of 
$2100, as soon as possible. 

The President noted that the cost of producing 
the Bulletin may rise in 1974-75. However, we are 
in much sounder financial condition than we ex
pected. We have paid our $3,000 obligation to the 
University of Maryland, and have paid $9,000 obli
gated to V.P.I. & S.U. 

Editor' 5 Report 

devotion to it. The Bulletin is outstanding in produc
tion and scientific accuracy and style, which is easy, 
entertaining and accurate. An unanimous vote of 
thanks was given to Mrs. Whiting from the group. 

Report on Blandy Experimental Farm 

by Dr. B. F. D. Runk and Mr. Tom Ewert 

Dr. Runk graciously welcomed our presence 
here today and thought it a most fitting location 
for our 13th Annual Meeting. He stated that the 
Lord Fairfax Community College has been using 
Blandy as a laboratory for courses in Agriculture 
and that the chairs in the Library for the meeting 
were loaned to Blandy from the College. 

Mr. Ewert, the Director of Blandy, stated we are 
welcome to visit and inspect the Farm·at- any-time. 
He told of the new programs that are taking place 
there. There was a lecture course this spring on 
horticultural subjects and another is planned for this 
fall, and everyone interested is welcome to attend. 
The flower classes have been successful and will 
continue. Mr. Ewert, on behalf of Mrs. Orme Wil
son, invited everyone to visit her home and gardens 
at The Tuleyries during the lunch hour break or 
after the meeting. The old 18th Century Mill Mu
seum will be in operation at 3 P.M. and open for in
spection for all free of charge. Mr. Ewert announced 
that there was a freshly potted boxwood plant avail
able for each person present. 

Mr. Ewert suggested that a committee be set up 
to make a formal garden of the Boxwood Society's 
plants aL Blandy somewhat in commemoration of 
the 15th year of ABS (1976) and to tie in with the 
Bicentennial year. This suggestion received with 

Mrs. Whiting, in gIvmg the editor's report, enthusiasm. 
stated she is getting material for publication and 
still wants more all the time. The President compli- A member asked that more publicity be given in 
mented Mrs. Whiting and members of her family local newspapers regarding course~ available at 
for all the time and effort being put into publica- Blandy, and advise that all activities are open to the 
tion of the Bulletin and especially Mrs. Whiting's public. Mr. Ewert promised to do this in the future. 
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The President's Report 

In connection with the Report of the Treasurer, 
the President drew attention to the fact that ABS 
owes $1,000 (due by July 1, 1974) to VPI as our 
final payment on the research program. He also 
urged individual members to continue support of 
this highly important program. 

Admiral Phillips reported on the illnesses of two 
members. Dr. Francis C. Stark of the University of 
Maryland was unable to attend the meeting due to 
an attack of pneumonia. A note will be sent him 
from the Society expressing good wishes for re
covery, and to let him know he was missed. Dr. 
Stark will have a report in the fall on the University 
of Maryland boxwood nutrition project. 

Mr. Henry Hohman, an Honorary Life Member, 
has suffered a stroke and is immobilized at his home, 
Kingsville Nurseries, Kingsville, Maryland. It was 
suggested that cards from our members would be 
appreciated. A note from the Society will also be 
sent. 

The President acknowledged Mrs. Orme Wil
son's generosity in coming down from New York 
especially to open The Tuleyries house and gardens 
for the benefit of the ABS members. 

Report on Morven Park by Mr. Charles Otey, 
Director 

Mr. Otey gave us a history of the project (started 
in 1964) on the restoration of the mansion and gar
dens. They now have a world-famous Equestrian 
Institute. They are constructing a steeplechase 
course and Olympic-type jump course. Morven 
Park is a large operation with more activities and 
studies being planned. Denning Springs Nature 
Center and Trails will be available this summer, 
1974. The great boxwood gardens are being re
planted, and support in that area is needed. Public 
attendance last year at the Park totalled 10,000 to 
12,000. 

The President thanked Mr. Otey for his fine re
port and asked him to prepare information for pub
lication in the Bulletin, as to horticultural practices 
in the great boxwood collections at Morven Park. 
ABS members present were urged to take time for 
a visit to Morven Park (near Leesburg). 

Registration of Boxwood Cultivars 

There was a brief discussion led by Dr. Baldwin, 
on the Registration of Boxwood Names. The Presi
dent read a letter from Dr. Wagenknecht two new 
names, which will be included in the current issue 
of The Bulletin. 
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Elections 

The election of officers for 1974-75 was the next 
order of business. The Nominating Committee con
sisted of Mr. Woodson P. Houghton, Chairman, Mrs. 
Forrest Mars and Mrs. Edward R. Meade. The Com
mittee presented the following slate of officers: 

Rear Admiral Neill Phillips, President 
Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr., 1st Vice President 
Mr. Alden Eaton, 2nd Vice President 
Mrs. Andrew C. Kirby, Executive Secretary

Treasurer 

By unanimous vote, the above-named officers 
were elected for the year 1974-75. 

The terms of none of the Directors expire this 
year. However, it was suggested that the expiration 
date of the directors' terms be printed beside their 
names in the Bulletin. 

American Horticultural Society 

Mr. Eaton reported on the meeting of the Ameri
can Horticultural Society held May 1-4 at River 
Farm, Mount Vernon, Virginia. It was· a very im
pressive meeting and one of the interesting sym
posiums was devoted to "How Horticulture Can Im
prove the Natural Environment." 

Dr. Skinner 

The program chairman, Mr. Eaton, introduced 
Dr. Henry Skinner, who subject was "Boxwood 
Reminiscences." Dr. Skinner favored us with a 
brilliant presentation showing beautiful slides and 
giving most interesting facts about events that had 
occurred in his life in correlation with boxwood. 

Recess 

The meeting recessed at 12: 15 for lunch and 
tours of the gardens at BIandy and at The Tuleyries. 

V.P.I. Reports 

After the recess, the representatives from V.P.I. 
and S.U., Dr. W. H. Wills, Dr. R. C. Lambe and 
Mr. George Montgomery, presented their reports. 

Mr. Montgomery showed excellent slides and 
charts demonstrating the rapidity of boxwood de
cline in the Eastern states, and told of the progress 
being made with his studies and \vork in the V.P.I. 
research program. 

Dr. Lambe spoke on chemical and culture con
trol of boxwood Experimental material is being 
worked on at V.P.I. and appears promising, but not 
ready to be recommended for general usage at 
present. 



Dr. Wills talked on the plans at V.P.1. for future 
work on boxwood diseases. He stressed the need for 
a source of funds to help in this endeavor, and ex
pressed appreciation for the support of the Ameri
can Boxwood Society. There are plans to start a col
lection of boxwood material at Blacksburg, for use in 
a testing program. Information for those who wish to 
contribute specimen clippings for this project will 
be published in the Bulletin. Dr. Wills will provide 
this information when the project is ready to start. 

Dr. Fred Myer, National Arboretum 

The program continued, with Dr. Baldwin intro
ducing Dr. Fred Meyer from the U.S. National Ar
boretum, whose topic was "Asiatic Box." This was 
an interesting and highly important presentation, 
which we hope to cover more fully in the Bulletin. 

Mr. Richard Mahone 

Mr. Eaton introduced Mr. Richard Mahone, Di
rector of Landscape Construction and Maintenance 
at Colonial Williamsburg, who spoke oil boxwood at 
Williamsburg and other Colonial gardens. Slides 
of the topiary work at Williamsburg and other Vir
ginia gardens were shown. The President asked for 
a resume of his talk, for pUblication in the Bulletin. 

Adjournment 

In closing, Admiral Phillips thanked everyone 
for the splendid meeting, especially Mr. and Mrs. 
Ewert, Dr. and Mrs. Kirby at Blandy Farm, who 
made all the fine arrangements for this outstanding 
meeting. 

The meeting adjourned at 3: 15 p.m. with mem
bers and friends making visits to the 18th centry 
Burwell-Morgan Mill·and Museum at nearby Mill
wood, and then to see the gardens at Heronwood. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Ruby P. Dove, Recorder 

Admiral Phillips is assembling and editing a 
symposium of articles on the care of Boxwood, which 
we hope will make the October issue one of our 
"special" .numbers. Ten outstanding experts have 
been asked for their upkeep schedules, covering 
such basic subjects as watering, feeding, spraying, 
pruning, clipping and plucking. Don't miss it! 
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THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

NEW MEMBERS 

(April 26 to July 15, 1974) 

Berry, Mr. Thomas J., 4329 Royal Pine Blvd., In
dianapolis, Ind. 

Bratney, Mrs. Bertrand H., 26 So. Battery, Charles
ton, S.C. 

Campbell, Mr. Carl L., 108 Cork Street, Winchester, 
Va. 

Clarke, Mrs. Athalie R., 4633 Brighton Road, Corona 
del Mar, Ca. 

Darby, Mrs; M. M., 419 Oak Street, Blackstone, Va. 
Davis, Mr. & Mrs. Burke, Box 502, Williamsburg, Va. 
Dudley, Mrs. Thomas U., "Mill Street", Upperville, 

Va. 
Eldredge, Mrs. Edward I., Box 111, Middleburg, Va. 
Feil, Mr. Henry, Cranbury Neck Road, Cranbury, 

N.J. 
Feil, Mr. Henry M., 359 Union Avenue, Lynbrook, 

New York 
Flautt, Mrs. Henry, Greenwood, Miss. 
Gedgard, Mr. William R., 23 Hampshire Ave., 

Blackwood, N.J. 
Gillaugh, Mr. William F., 2540 Hillview Avenue, 

Dayton, Ohio 
Gore, Mr. Bryan, 712 W. Auburn Ct., Mequon, Wis. 
Harley, Dr. John F., 444 West Harding Road, Spring

field, Ohio 
Madden, Mr. J. Fred, 722 Briton Drive, Dayton, Ohio 
Mann, Mr. C. Harrison Jr., 815 15th Street, Washing

ton, D.C. 
Martin, Dr. Thomas L., 404 Northwestern Ave., 

Beckley, W.Va. 
Maughan, Mr. Sydney, 32 Sussex Road, Tenafly, N.J. 
Nicholson, Mrs. Charles E. Jr., Box 116, Deptford, 

N.J. 
Phillips, Mr. Samuel R., 5 Joaquin Road, Portola 

Valley, Calif. 
Price, Mr. A. C., 330 South 10th Street, Arlington, 

Va. 
Reynolds, Mr. S. Michael, 4103 W. Pritchard, VPI& 

SU, Blacksburg, Va. 
Sanders, Mr. Alvin M., 40 Cheaspeake St. S.E., 
Washington, D.C. 
Smithsonian Institute (Mr. Buckler, Greenhouse), 

Washington, D.C. 
Stanley, Mrs. James M., 297 Freyer Dr., N.E., Mari

etta, Ga. 
Stevenson, Mr. W. Taylor, 2737 E. Beverly Rd., 

Milwaukee, Wis. 
Turpin, Mr. John K., 8 East Main St., Mendham, 

N.J. 
WaIting, Dr. Daniel, 619 Hanover St., Nanticoke, Pa. 
Wheliss, Mrs. John A., 5614 Lambshire Downs, 

Raleigh, N.C. 
Wilbur, Mr. William, Loretta, Warrenton, Va. 
Williams, Messrs. Robert & William, P.O. Box 887, 

Paducah, Ky. 



B I andy 

Letter to the Edit01': 

Dear Mrs. Whiting, 

Please allow me to take this opportunity to re
iterate a point which I brought up at the ABS meet
ing here at Blandy in May of this year. 

The ABS has a fine collection of Boxwood grow
ing on the grounds of the Blandy Experimental 
Farm. The collection, which was given to the Society 
by Mr. Henry Hohman, the U.S. National Arbore
tum, and others, is valuable. The original plan, as 
I understand it, was to plant the collection into a 
garden setting. This must be done very soon, since 
some of the plants are getting quite large. 

I have no objection to leaving the plants as they 
are, but I feel the Society, at this point, has an op
portunity to establish a fine, living museum. 

1976 is the Bicentennial of the United States of 
America. Boxwood most certainly played a role 
in colonial America. It would be most fitting for the 
ABS to dedicate its Boxwood Garden at the 1976 
Annual Meeting. 

The plants are here. I will be glad to work with 
the Society on choosing a proper setting at the 
Blandy Experimental Farm. Blandy is financially 
unable to undertake the project alone. We need 
your help. We need to begin by holding a planning 
session to determine the feasibility of such a project. 

I feel I must mention this at this time. I have 
had no response to my initial plea at the meeting. If 
you feel this project is worthwhile, get involved. To 
be successful it will need planning, labor, ideas, 
interest, and financial support. If you can offer any
thing, please contact me. 

Sinicerely, 

Thomas E. Ewert 

Director, Blandy Experimental Farm 

The 1974 American Horticultural Film Festi
val, sponsored by AHS, will be held in conjunction 
with the 29th American Horticultural Congress in 
Washington, D.C., October 9-12, 1974. Entries are in
vited of 16mm. films of horticultural interest. Films 
produced or sponsored in other countries are wel
come. Films produced primarily to promote or ad
vertise commercial products are ineligible. 

Write: 1974 Film Festival Committee 
The American Horticultural Society 
Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121 
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News 
LECTURES AND CLASSES 

AT 

BLANDY EXPERIMENTAL FARM 

Hanging Basket Workshop-June 12, 1974. Pre
sented by Mr. Russell Edwards, Arboretum Assistant 
at Blandy. Class was limited to 10 registrants. Par
ticipants were shown how to make a Hanging Bas
ket, and were given materials to enable them to 
complete a Hanging Basket.to take home with them. 
Classes anticipated for' the fall: (dates to be de
termined later) 

-Hanging Baskets for the home (House Plants) 

-Terrariums 

-Flower Arranging 

-Dried Flowers 

-Christmas Crafts (If anyone is interested let 
us know) 

Fall Lecture Series-(tentativeZy scheduled for Oc
tober) 

Contact Blandy Experimental Farm, Boyce, Va. 
22620 in late September for more information. 

AMERICAN HORTICULTURAL SOCIETY 

NOTICES 

The American Horticultural Society is initiating 
a program for certifying Practical Horticulturists. 
This is designed to bring recognition to profes
sional working gardeners by testing their knowl
edge, skills and practices; to recognize especially 
accomplished amateur gardeners; and to improve 
the image and prestige of the horticultural profes
sion. 

Applicants must have had at least two years' 
working experience under qualified supervision be
fore taking the oral and written examinations to 
show their knowledge and their ability to communi
cate it to others: Diplomas will be awarded to the· 
successful entrants. 

Information may be obtained from 

Horticultural Certification Committee 
The American Horticultural Society 
Mount Vernon, Virginia 22121 
Telephone (703) 768-5700 



. . . in t he laboratory 

RESEARCH PROGRAM ON BOXWOOD DECLINE CONTINUES 

. in the field 



Summary Of Reports 
On Decline Of English Boxwood 

Presented at the 1974 Boxwood Society, Blandy Farm, by Personnel of Virginia Polytechnic Instiute and 
State University 

CURRENT RESEARCH: 

During the past year, a detailed investigation of 
boxwood root rot and decline has continue at VPI 
& SUo The decline in a selected Loudoun county 
nursery has steadily increased. Field analysis of 
apparently healthy and diseased boxwood demon
strates that the primary problem is a severe root 
rot. Plants that show only a general loss of the 
normal foliage luster, usually have only 10-25 % of 
the root system remaining. This makes the early 
diagnosis of decline difficult if not impossible. 

Laboratory and greenhouse investigation con
ducted during the past year has emphasized the 
environmental conditions that are conducive to box
wood decline. Included in this have been the de
termination of the optimum pH and temperature de
quirements of the various organisms associated with 
boxwood decline. Inoculations with these organisms 
in the greenhouse have been conducted on both 
American and English boxwood. Optimum soil 
temperature requirements have been determined 
and work this summer will be concentrated on soil 
moisture. 

A number of fungicides have been screened in 
the laboratory and only one experimental com
pound has demonstrated effectiveness. This com
pound is being tested in the field by Dr. R. C;!. 
Lambe. Due to the extensive root decay prior to ob
servation of foliar symptoms, it is my feeling that 
fungicides could only be used as a preventive meas
ure. 

My present goal is to lay the groundwork for an 
integrated control measure. This would include a 
timely and useful nutrition program combined with 
fungicide treatment. The main derived from this 
method would be to aid the plant from a nutritional 
standpoint and reduce the amount of fungicide re
quired. This would make treatment of large plant
ings economically feasible. 

Field research is continuing and a seasonal study 
of the nematode population associated with boxwood 
is underway. I will be continuing this research for 
another year and will be happy to report my re
sults to the next meeting of the ABS. 

Opposite: 
George Montgomery, graduate student at VPI & 

SU, works on the study of boxwood decline in the 
laboratories there (above); and in a boxwood nur
sery already showing synptoms of the disease (be
low). 
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I wish to take this opportunity to thank the 
members of the Society for their financial support 
and the excellent cooperation that I have received. 
Much knowledge on boxwood decline has been ac
cumulated but much remains to be done. 

George B. Montgomery, Graduate Student, 

Plant Pathology 

CONTROL: 

The decline disease of English Boxwood has 
continued to spread to additional plantings in Lou
doun and Fauquier counties during the year. Speci
mens have been cultured in the laboratory at VPI 
& SU in the Department of Plant Pathology and 
Physiology for the presence of pathogenic fungi. 
All of the diseased plants have contained either one 
or both of the fungi being studied in the boxwood 
decline research program. 

In order to answer the question of risk involved 
in replanting English boxwood in sites where the 
boxwood has died of root rot and been removed, a 
test was established this spring at Mr. P. F. Hilbert's 
nursery. Dead and diseased plants were removed, 
the soil thoroughly tilled and fumigated with methyl 
bromide to eradicate all pathogenic soil fungi. An 
adjacent area was left un fumigated for comparison. 
Both fumigated and unfumigated areas will be plant
ed this summer with healthy English. boxwood 
plants grown at VPI & SU, an area where decline 
has not occurred. 

Based on laboratory trials with candidate sys
temic fungicides, a promising chemical from the 
Dow Chemical Co., and as yet unregistered was 
tested under natural conditions at Mr. George Mc
Ghee's. Because of the limited supply of this chemi
cal, only one field test will be possible this year. No 
conclusions are possible at this time. 

R. C. Lambe, Extension Specialist 

Plant Pathology and William J. Brown, 

Extension Agent, Loudoun County 

·The Westmoreland Davis Foundation is now sup
planting the American Boxwood Society as the fi
nancial supporter of Mr. Montgomery's work, but 
ABS members will be kept informed of his progress 
through the Bulletin and the Annual Meeting re
ports, which we are glad to hear will continue. 



FUTURE PLANS: 

We wish to acknowledge with great appreciation, 
the assistance given to us by the American Boxwood 
Society in studying this disease. Although our 
knowledge is certainly incomplete, we have made 
some sound progress in determining the cause and 
have begun control studies. This would not have 
been done without the financial help of the Society. 
I will be devoting more of my own time to this 
program in the future and we are seeking additional 
sources of support for Mr. Montgomery. 

Future work will proceed in three areas beyond 
that of control studies. First, we will continue to 
work on the definition of the various components 
of the disease complex. This is far from finished. 
Secondly, a collection of boxwood cultivars will be 
assembled as a source of plant material for con
tinuing studies, especially in searching for possible 
natural resistance to the disease as seems to be pres
ent in American boxwood. 

The third area to be followed will consist of 
efforts to determine how this problem has arisen 
and what future direction might be expected in 
spread and severity. These studies, grouped under 
the term epidemiology will consist of examining the 
role of soil and symptomless plants as reservoirs of 
inoculum of the pathogen, and the population 
changes that occur among these organisms in the 
course of disease development and in the course of 
seasonal changes. These studies will help in antici
pating the future of the disease and may enable 
preventive measures to be taken. 

W. H. Wills, Professor of 

Plant Pathology 

Boxwood Disease Hesearch Funded 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State Univer
sity was the recent recipient of a $5,800 grant from 
the Westmoreland Davis Memorial Foundation for 
research into the causes of English boxwood decline. 
The grant will be administered in the Department of 
Plant Pathology and Physiology by W. H. Wills and 
R. C. Lambe and will be used primarily to fut:J,d the 
graduate stipend for Mr. George B. Montgomery 
who is completing his doctoral dissertation on the 
subject of decline of English boxwood, a problem 
which has become of epidemic proportions in several 
northern Virginia counties in recent years. The 
Westmoreland Davis Memorial Foundation grant 

. follows two years of support of this program by the 
American Boxwood Society. 

.4.rticle prepa1·ed by Dr. Wills for the Virginia 
Nurseryman Newsletter. 
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THE MAIL BOX 

Mrs. A. C. Kirby 
Executive Secretary and Treasurer 
American Boxwood Society 
Boyce, Virginia 22620 

Dear Mrs. Kirby: 

May 27,1974 

We have received your check No. 202 in the amount 
of $1000 as final payment in support of Drs. Lambs 
and \Vills' boxwood research program, and it has 
been credited to their budget. 

I would like to take this opportunity to express our 
appreciation for the fine support and cooperation 
we have received from you and the American Box
wood Society. We are very optimistic that the con
tinued work on boxwood decline by Drs. Wills and 
Lambe will accomplish the objective of developing 
a control for this very serious disease. 

Sincerely yours, 

Houston B. Couch 

Professor and Head of Department 

Dr. W. H. Wills 
Research Division 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

and State University 
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 

Dear Dr. Wills: 

The trustees of the Westmoreland Davis Me
morial Foundation, Inc. made a grant of $5,800.00 
to V.P.I. & S.U. to fund the stipend for George Mont
gomery to continue study on the decline of box
wood in Virginia. 

The U. S. Trust Company will be forwarding a 
check to the university. Please inform all parties 
concerned that this payment will be a partial ad
vance for the scholarship funds usually sent to the 
university at the end of the year. 

We are holding the additional one hundred (100) 
American boxwood for your research study, and you 
may pick them up when it is convenient. 

Good luck on your program, and if we can be of 
any help please let us know. 

Sincerely, 

Charles L. Otey 

Resident Manager. 



The American Boxwood Society 

SECRETARY'S REPORT TO THE ANNUAL 

MEETING, MAY 8, 1974 

The year just ended (April 30th) was a very 
good year for the Society, I believe. New member 
enrollment was up by 10 over last year-68 in all 
having been added. Gross receipts from all sources 
(memberships, bulletin sales, and gifts) added up 
to an all time high of more than $5600. I would 
like to report that since May 1, 1973, 57 members 
contributed a total of $2,212.50 to the Research 
Fund. 

The mailing list for THE BOXWOOD BULLE
TIN is made up of 5 Honorary Life Members, 19 
Life Members, 17 Sustaining, 77 Contributing, 433 
Regular, and 29 Subscribers (non-members), plus 
26 free subscriptions still being sent to institutions 
in the United States (10) and foreign countries (16) 
-a total of 606 at this time. 

We were sorry to learn of the deaths of five 
members during the past year., Nine members re
signed, and 64 were taken off the rolls because of 
nonpayment. Despite the loss of these members, the 
total enrollment is greater now than at the end of the 
last fiscal year. 

(Since this report was written I received a letter 
telling of the death of one of our Honorary Life 
Members, Mr. A. B. Price of Arlington, Va. We 
regret the loss of this Charter Member and extend 
heartfelt sympathy to his family.) 

I would like to announce that the following mem
bers changed their membership. to become Life 
Members: Mrs. William J. Donovan of Berryville, 
Va., Mr. Charles S. Lewis of Beckley, W. Va., Mr. 
Gustavus R. McCracken of Glen Allen, Va. and Miss 
Jacqueline B: Phillips of Baltimore, Mr. 

Again this spring, ABS brochures were sent to 
Mrs. Virginia Beatty, Coordinator of Educational 
and Amateur Exhibits for the Chicago Flower and 
Garden Show, to be distributed at their show in 
March. Incidentally, the Boxwood Society was 
listed in the Single-Plant Societies Directory of the 
Program and Buyers Guide published for the Chi
cago Show-thanks to the effort of our Editor, Mrs. 
Whiting, who supplied the necessary information 
to Mrs. Beatty. Also, we are indebted to Mr. Ewert 
for taking along a supply of brochures when he 
went to the Garden Symposium in Williamsburg 
for distribution there. 

Four different forms (as detailed in last year's 
report) were before the deadline date, as follows: 
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( 1) To copyright three issues of the BOXWOOD 
BULLETIN 

(2) A statement of Ownership, Management 
and Circulation with U. S. Postal Service, 
at Boyce, Va. 

(3) The annual report to the State Corporation 

(4)Form 900 with the Internal Revenue Service 

Renewal notices, enclosing notice of the Annual 
Meeting, were mailed to 540 members on April 
19, 1974. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Dr. Runk and Mr. Ewert for making office space 
available where our records and bulletins can be 
centrally located. 

I want to thank Mrs. Burton and Mrs. Solen
berger for taking charge of the registration today, 
Mrs. Ewert for taking care of the hospitality table, 
Mr. Edwards and Mr. Ware for setting up arrange
ments in the meeting room, and each one who helped 
in any way. Thank you. 

THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

Treasurer's Report, May 8,1974 

Checking Account-Bank of Clarke County 
Balance on deposit May 1, 1973 _________ $1,668.86 
Receipts 

Memberships 
Bulletin Sales 
Research Fund 

$3,419.00 
42.25 

2,212.50 5,673.76 

Total Funds Accountable ______________ 7,342.61 

The Bulletin: 
Printing (4 issues) 1,280.00 
Copyrights (3 issues) 18.00 
Mailing 112.58 
Cuts/Plates 317.22 
V.P.I. & S.U. (2 payments) 
Office Supplies 
Secretarial Services 
Printing 

1,727.80 
4,000:000 

119.77 
319.15 

30.00 6,196.72 

1,145.89 

Adjustment for check outstanding (# 199) 10.00 

Balance on deposit April 30, 1974 ________ 1,155.89 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anna C. Kirby, Secretary-Treasurer 



Buxus sempervirens 'Aristocrat'-one of two boxwoods planted by Dr. Baldwin as 
the entrance to the sunken garden of the College of William and Mary, in 1953. It 
has more than tripled in size in eleven years, measuring now about twelve feet in 
height. It has just been formally added to the International Registration List for 
boxwoods ( see p . 15 ) . 

Photographer, Lyle Rosbotham, May 21 , 1975 
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BOXWOOD 
By J. T. BALDWIN, JR. 

College of William and Mary 

Reprinted, with updating and other slight emen
dations from The Boxwood Bulletin, Vol. 2, No. 4-
April, 1963; with the kind permission and assistance 
of Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 

My remarks at the May 1962 meeting of the 
American Boxwood Society were based upon the 
account that follows. The essence of this account 
was published in the June 1962 number of Garden
ers Forum, also in the March-April, 1964 number of 
The Garden Jow·nal. 

Right off I should admit that I am a box enthusi
ast. 

Recently I heard it claimed that green gardens 
are effective only for sophisticated gardeners. If the 
greenness be that of box, I do not agree with the 
claim. Box plants are grown on the estates of the 
rich nnd by the doorways of the poor. In hoth situa
tions they ar~appreciated for. their stately and dig
nified masses of green. An added attraction for those 
who have been privileged to grow up in the boxwood 
belt of the Eastern United State is the extremely 
delicate to foxy odor of the foliage. The fregrance is 
both sensuous and pervasive and always welcomed 
by those educated to it. Likewise, the spicy perfume 
of box flowers-especially of the flowers of some 
of the Asiatic boxes-is penetrating and delightful, 
yet few people seem to know it. 

Buxus, the genus boxwood, is often reported 
to consist of about thirty species in the mountains of 
Central and East Asia, of North Africa, and of Eng
land, Southern Europe and adjacent Asia, also in 
Mada~ascar, Tropical Africa, South Africa, the West 
Inciies, and Central America. Just a cursory exami
nation of herbarium specimens reveals that widely 
differE:nt plants have .been placed in this genus. In 
this complex of plants generic lines are not sharply 
deljmite~, and botanists do not agree as to where the 
lines properly are. Very probably the number of 
species in Buxus is considerably less than thirty. At 
any rate, we here in Virginia are concerned with 
five species 

Boxwood was brought to Virginia by early 
settlers and ever since has been a prized horticul
tural subject in these parts. Williamsburg was 
founded in 1699; boxwood was most likely soon be
ing grown in the new capital. We know that Colonel 
Custis as early· as 1726 was importing box plants; 
that boxwood had been established at Westover be
tween 1688 and 1735; that Tedington on the James 
had a magnificent terraced garden, though only a 
cemetery remains now to suggest what the place 
was like. The oldest date of death in that cemetery 
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Edit01·'S Note: One of the best general introduc
tions to the infinite variety of the study of box
wood; . recommended especially to new members 
who may not have the opportunity to see our earliest 
issues. 

is 1727; the cemetery is surrounded with ancient 
plants of Buxus empervirens var. arborescens. But 
priority for a definite record of introduction of box 
must go to Long Island; it is recorded that Nathaniel 
Sylvester came there in 1652, founded a manor, and 
soon thereafter "set plantations of box around it." 

In recent years, hollies have been more and more 
used for plantings traditionally reserved for box
woods. Hollies perhaps have a wider range of toler
ance for soils and climate than do boxwoods, are less 
temperamental, and are more generally available in 
nurseries. 

Until about a hundred years ago all the boxwoods 
grown in the United States were representatives of 
BllxUS sempervirens. This species occurs in England 
and across Southern Europe-back from the Medi
terranean and across Western Asia to Iran anci mme 
extent in North Africa. Wood of this plant has long 
been used for many purposes with the consequence 
that stands of large box in many areas have been 
decimated. One of the large-scale uses was for shut
tles for power looms. The wood became so expel1!-live 
that substitutes were sought. Interestingly enough 
the woods of our flowering dogwood and of our 
persimmon replaced boxwood in the shuttle trade. 
Records show that the first shipment of these sub
stitute woods went from the James River basin by 
way of Boston to Liverpool in 1865. 

Because Buxus sempervirens is evergreen and 
long-lived and easily propagated by cuttings, people 
on the continent and in Britain built up connotations 
of immortality with box and developed religious as
sociations with it. The plant came to be used for 
hedgcf: and edgings and as specimen plants. And 
box w;}s often a favorite with the topiarist. 

Boxwoods were often grown as dooryard plants 
on which linens were spread to dry and as screens 
around garden-houses to afford privacy and per
haps to conceal unpleasant odors with the pungent 
smell of box. 

So boxwood was a part of the cultural heritage 
of many of the European immigrants to Colonial 
Amerkn. For sentimental, religious, and utilitarian 
reasons many individuals doubtless brought box
wood with them. They introduced clones from the 
continent as well as from the British Isles. In later 
years nurseries regularly imported box, especially 



from Holland, until quarantine regulations made it 
difficult shortly before World War I to bring in ship
ments. There are today in cultivation in the United 
States hundreds of clones of Buxus sempervirens. 
The fast-growing kinds became known as 'American 
.Box'; slow-growing var~~ suffruticosa as 'English 
Box'; and var. arborescens as 'Tree Box'. 

The species is extremely variable. The habit may 
be fastigiate, prostrate, weeping, shrubby, or arbor
eal. The leaves may be narrow to broad and rounded, 
notched, or apiculate. They may be flat, bullate, or 
twisted. They might remain dark green when ex
posed to the winter sun or become reddish or brown
ish when the chlorophylls are broken down and the 
carotenoid pigments allowed to show up. They mav 
be variegated with flecks of white or yellow or have 
patterns of white or silver or gold against green. 

Probably the most significant addition in recent 
years to the germplasm of Buxus sempervirens in 
the United States are seedlings of Balkans origin 
grown by Edgar Anderson in the 1930's at Gray 
Summit, Missouri. Some clones from those seedlings 
are in the trade; notable among them is 'Vardar Val
ley', a handsome, low-growing plant with bluish 
foliage. Several years ago I got a generous lot of 
seed from a'boxwood plantation at Kakhetia in Rus
sia, but failed to germinate any of them: I shall try 
again. 

It is, urged that more people grow from seed. 
Plants in a single lot often vary greatly. Seedlings 
make excellent standard plants and develop efficient 
root systems. A. G. Smith, Jr., grew more than 5,000 
seedlings at Blackburg, Virginia, and certain out
standing ones have been selected for propagation. 
A half century ago. Mr. Sam Appleby grew seedlings 
near Balti~ore, Maryland. One of the most inter
esting of all boxes appeared among them: Buxus 
mic1"Ophylla var. compacta. It originated in 1912. 
Upon Mr. Appleby's death, this and others of the 
seedlings were purchased by H. J. Hohman who im
mediately started propagating it. Rehder described 
the plant in 1937: "very compact depressed-globose 
shrub broader than high, making a yearly growth of 
%" to 34"; the original plant reaching in 25 years 
the height of only 10 inches by 19 inches in width." 
At the suggestion of Doctor Wyman, Hohman named 
the plant var. compacta called it 'The Kingsville 
Dwarf Boxwood.' Mr. Hohman recently wrote me 
that the plant is accepting Canadian winters and is 
also doing well in the deep South. It is now widely 
available. The gardener quickly recognizes this slow
growing dwarf to be a most valuable plant, but 
he comes to learn that it has three faults: it must 
be grown in the shade to be attractive; its stems 
are so brittle that a slight blow from a rake will 
break off a piece that has taken years to grow; and 
it continually throws sports that must be removed 
to preserve the compact nature of the plant and to 
prevent the sport from taking over altogether. 

But the~e very sports are what makes compacta 
of such interest to the botanist. They are good evi
dence that the plant is a periclinal chimera-that 
its different layers of tissues differ genetically, per
haps even chromosomally. The sports differ greatly 
among themselves. They are a source of striking new 
clones. Mr. Hohman named one of the sports 'Curlyl 
Locks'; it is much admired by the landscaper. I have 
grown seedlings from 'Curly Locks'; and among 
them are plants of great promise. I also have sports 
of compacta that may prove to be more horticul
turally useful than the variety itself. Surely, the 
boxwood lover will want to grow representatives of 
this complex. 

Mr. Hohman named another of Appleby's seed
lings 'Green Pillow'. It too has a compact growth, 
has stiff branches, and is slow-growing; its foliage 
is much coarser than that of compacta and is green
er. I have good sports of this aIm. 

To emphasize further the desirability of growing 
boxwood from ~eed, I would cite some. of my own 
marked variants. Among a lot of 1948 seedlings 
from open-pollinated B. sempervirens pendula mac-
ulata is a plant 17 inches high with a marked weep
ing habit and another 14 inches high with a very 
open habit, while sister plants are ~our to five feet 
tall. Among six ten-year-old seedlings from op~n 
pollinated B. microphylla sinica is a six-inch tall, 
prostrate plant with a good green color in winter. 
Among ten seedlings dating from 1952 and grown 
from open-pollinated B. microphylla are two plants 
with especially fine bluish foliage and one of them 
with very small leaves. All the seedlings designated 
are significant specimens and will in time supply 
clonal material. 

Though most of our older plants at Williamsburg 
flower and set fruit freely, European suffruticosa 
and Asiatic compacta and 'Green Pillow' do not even 
flower. This is a basic problem to whh:h attention 
should be given. 

Let us mention briefly some of the boxwoods 
that are choice plants for our region. 

First, repre~entatives of Buxus sempervirens 
Most of us, I suspect, would put var. suffruticosa 
close to the top of the list. Several other good clones 
are often confused with this plant. I also rate var. 
myrtifolia and var. nana (which I have from Kew) 
very high. And likewise var. myrtifolia, which is 
particularly handsome when the plant puts on flush
es of new leaves; the new shoots have twisted, fea
thery, light-green leaves against the darker older 
foliage. The Kingsville strain of weeping (var. pen
dula) is magnificent; the best I have seen. I would 
praise equally highly the Kingsville var. fastigiata. 
I wonder sometimes how tall our specimens will 
grow. Our specimens of both these varieties are dark 
green throughout the winter and are vigorous grow
ers. We have a second fastigiate clone that is also 
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very good, and two or three seedlings with weeping 
habit that are promising. My favorite variegated box 
is var. elegantissima. Others like it too, for I have 
difficulty keeping a specimen on the grounds of Wil
liam and Mary. Finally, I would list here 'Vardar 
Valley'. There are dozens of nameless clones incul
tivation that are excellent. 

Buxus microphylla, with an extensive range in 
China, Korea, Taiwan, and Japan, is just as variable 
as Buxus sempervirens. The plant that typifies the 
species botenically-because it was the first des
cribed and. !lamed-is native to Japan. It was in
troducedinto the United States about 1860. It is one 
of the hardiest of the boxes. Plants of the clone us
ually grown becomee reddish in winter, though cer
tain of my seedlings do not. As the name suggests, 
the leaves are small; they give the plant a clean-cut, 
neat appearance. The flowers are exceedingly fra
grant. Seedlings of this phase of the species have a 
wide range of variability. Some of them have leaves 
smaller than the type, and the leaves might be lust
rous green, green, or bluish green. My estimate is 
that we have only begun to discover the usefulness 
of this segment of B. microphylla. 

Buxus microphylla var. japonica was introduced 
at about the same time as the type of the species. 
According to the literature, this variety has com
pletely glabrous shoots. As I know it, this plant is 
not especially attractive, has yellow-green leaves, is 
not often grown, and is not generally useful. Again, 
if we follow the literature, it appears to me that the 
plants in our area usually designated var. japonica 
are properly referred to var. sinica, which has pubes
cent branches. The Chinese variety was brought to 
this country about the turn of the century. This 
plant, is found.in many parts of China and is a. fa
vorite in Chinese gardens. It would seem that this 
variety alone. is just about as variable as Buxus sem
pervirens. It varies greatly in habit and foliage. Sev
ereal clonts are grown extensively in our region, and 
they are all satisfactory. They are vigorous growers 
and withstand a'range of adverse conditions. They 
do well in full shade and in full sun, though often 
those in the sun become discolored in winter. In its 
seventy-five years in America it has taken on a very 
important horticultural role, and my judgment is 
that increasing attention will be given to it. For ex
ample: this box might well be used as a screen to 
heights perhaps of twenty feet along streets and 
would serve at the same time as a buffer gainst street 
noises. At William and' Mary we have extensive 
hedges of this plant as well as individual specimens 
and a small forest of standard plants in which even 
now a tall individual can walk. The stem pattern in 
this "forest" is striking. 

Now, in 1974, I must say that confusion about 
varieties japonica and sinica still persists and 
can only be resolved through the study of type 
specmens as preserved in herbaria. Fortunately, 
Dr. Frederick G. Meyer has on loan at the U. S. 
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National Arboretum. many critical specimens of 
Asiatic box borrowed from European herbaria: I 
hope that from study of this material he may resolve 
some of the taxonomic problems of this complex of 
the genus. And, before the specimens are returned, 
I plan to study them. 

Korean box (B. microphylla var. koreana) was 
introduced into the United States in 1919. It grows to 
about twenty-four inches in height and might have a 
spread of eight or more feet. It has fine foliage and 
is very hardy. Plants of greater height-from Korea 
-but more typical of the species are often offered 
under the varietal name. In my opinion all boxwoods 
with varietal names are clones-vegetatively propa
gated specimens from a single mother plant: if we 
adhere to that, we shall have less trouble about 
names in this genus. I think that my interpretation 
of Korean boxwoods as published in The Boxwood 
Bulletin, Vol. 8, No.9, April 1969 is correct. Since 
that time other introductions from Korea have been 
made. 

Obviously, Buxus microphylla is an extremely 
interesting species with great promise in the future 
horticulture of North America. My feeling is that 
it will prove to be more values than B. sempervirens 
with respect to hardiness and demanding climates, 
disease resistance, and freedom from insect pests. 
We have just begun to sample the range of its use
fulness. 

Buxus harlandii, from Hong Kong, is a most 
effective plant with us, but is of doubtful hardiness 
much north of us. It should be widely used in much 
of the South. The clone available in the trade is 
vase-shaped in its habith of growth, with leaves 
shining green throughout the year with dimensions 
of 1%" by %" and. notched at the tip. A second 
clone which I brought in from Hong Kong is more 
graceful in habit and may prove to be the superior 
of the two. 

Some years ago we obtained cuttings from Kew 
under the name Buxus nepalense. The same plant 
available in the trade as Buxus harlandii (or, I think, 
sometimes as B. chinensis), but the two are quite 
different. This species, whatever its proper taxo
nomic name might be, has long, narrow leaves but 
without the apical notch, and is much hardier. With 
us this plant is the first species to produce new 
growth in early spring, and almost invariably the 
top growth is frost-pruned whereas the lateral 
growth is not frozen. So every year our plants get 
broader but only slightly taller. 

We have four plants of Buxus balearica which 
have withstood a dozen winters with us. It is a hand
some, big-leafed plant that· should be used to the 
south of us but not much further north. It is native 
to the Balearic Islands, Spain and Sardinia, and in 
the warm climates of those places reaches a height of 
sixty feet and has leaves two inches long. A magnifi
cent boxwood it is. 
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Buxus Sempervirens L. 'Cliffside' 

From Charlotte County, Virginia 

Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 

On May 9, 1954, I found· at "Cliffside'? house
site overlooking, the Staunton River in Charlotte 
County, Virginia, several ,plants of Buxus semper
vi1'ens (Baldwin 17085, AAH) about twelve feet tall; 
they were obviously of one clone and liad produced 
numerous seedlings which varied among them
selves. Pines with an estimated age of thirty years 
-this estimate of age must have been fairly ac
curate since we now know that the house burned 
1924-1925-surrounded the boxwood which, as then 
recorded, perhaps dated from the early years of this 
century, an approximation now supported by the 
observation that nine-or-ten feet appeared to be 
the height of boxwood there in a photograph taken 
in 1919. 

We collected about fifty two-year-old seedlings 
at "Cliffside" and eventually established them on 
the grounds of the College of William and Mary: 
as of July 23, 1973, nine plants west of Ewell Hall 
and thirty-five plants-in groups of three, four, and 
twenty-eight-west of James Blair Hall. They ex
hibit a range of variation, especially in habit (shape 
of entire specimen). They are single-stemmed as 
one would expect of seedlings; most plants from 
cuttings are multi-stemmed. Leaf color varies 
around "Cossack Green" (Ridgway, 1912). Leaves 
have acuminate bases and acuminate or retuse to 
slightly retuse tips, with tip-shape differing on a 
single individual. 

It pleases me to name one of the seedlings
from those west of Ewell Hall-with a marked up
right habit 'Cliffside' (Fig. 1, Baldwin 17089). The 
stiff growth should preclude the need for pruning 
to maintain the sturdy habit often desirable for 
formal plantings, and, of course, it is an ideal sub
ject for the topiarist. The specimen is now about 
twenty-year years old and, as shown against a 40-
inch wall, is 110 by 34 inches. With a color on the 
pale side of "Cossack Green," it is, perhaps, some
what less attractive than certain of its sister plants. 
'Cliffside,' upper left in Figure 2, is illustrated with 
three of the other seedlings selected at random. 

opposite: 

TWO ADDITIONS TO THE REGISTRATION 

LIST OF ,CULTIVAR NAMES IN BUXUS L. 

Dr. B. M. Wagenknecht, Registrar 

Buxus sempervirens L. 'Aristocrat' J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 
(The Boxwood Bulletin 4 (3) : 23. 1966) 

Dr. Baldwin has recently pointed out an oversight 
on my part in not including this cultivar in the lists 
of registered cultivars. This note validates the de
scription cited above: and formally registers this 
cultivar. My files show that the cultivar is cur
rently being grown at the National Arboretum and 
Longwood Gardens. 

B. sempervirens L. 'Cliffside'. J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 

New Cultivar. 

Seedling collected by Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr. at "Cliff
side" house-site overlooking the Staunton River in 
Charlotte County, Virginia. A cultivar with a 
marked upright habit. The stiff growth should pre
clude the need for pruning to maintain the sturdy 
habit often desirable for formal plantings. It is an 
ideal subj~ct for the topiarist. A twenty-five-year old 
specimen has grown to 110 by 34 inches. Leaf bases 
acuminate; tips acuminate or retuse to slightly re
tuse, with tip-shape differing on a single individual. 
Leaf color on the pale sde of "Cossack Green." 

1 Mrs. J. Carroll McKinney, Charlotte Court House, 
Virginia, sent (letter of August 23, 1973) me in
formation about "Cliffside": considerable acreage 
bought on the Staunton River and Wallace's Creek 
4 June 1856 (deed filed 4 June 1857), by Samuel 
Hannah, Kanawha County, Virginia (now West 
Virginia); house seemingZy started soon after land 
purchase; Samuel Hannah died; family moved to 
"Cliffside" in February 1860 members of family 
lived there until 1916, when property was sold to 
Bernard White; daughter and husband in residence 
when house burned in 1924 or 1925. A snapshot 

Fig. 1. 'Cliffside,' College of William and Mary, 
May 21, 1974 

taken in 1919 shows boxwood in front of house and 
21, 1974. were perhaps nine or ten feet tall. Photographer: Lyle Rosbotham, May 
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Fig. 2. 'Cliffside,' upper left, and twigs of three 
sister seedlings. 
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THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

INFORMATION 
Address; Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular membership dues of The American Box
wood Society are now $5.00. This includes a sub
scription to The Boxwood Bulletin, to the publica
tion of which the Society allots about 2/3 of the 
money received from dues. 

Non-member subscriptions are for groups and 
institutions such as botanic gardens, libraries, etc. 
These are $5.00 a year, and run by the calendar year. 

The Boxwood Society year runs from one Annual 
Meeting to the next; from May of one year to May of 
the next year. Those joining the Society at other 
times are sent all the Boxwood Bulletin issues for 
the current Society year, beginning with the July 
number. Their dues are then again due and payable 
in the following May. This was voted by the So
ciety in order to lighten as far as possible the heavy 
work load of our busy Secretary-Treasurer. 

Price per single copy $1.25 plus 5¢ postage to 
members: $1.50 plus 5¢ postage to non-members. 
Orders of five or more copies are sent postpaid. At 
the present time any or all Bulletins are available, 
back to Vol. 1, No.1 (Vol. 1 consists of three issues 
only, there was no Vol. 1, No.4.) 

Besides regular membership dues at $5.00 per 
year, there are other classes of membership avail
able: Contributing, $10.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Life, 
$100.00; and Patron, $500.00. 

Gift memberships are announced to the recipi
ents by boxwood-decorated cards which carry the 
information that The Boxwood Bulletin will come 
as your gift four times a year. 

Members of The American Boxwood Society are 
reminded of the 1968 IRS decision that contribu
tions to and for the use of the Society, are deducti
ble by donors as provided in Section 170 of the Code. 
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If your letter is concerned with 

Membership, new or renewal 

Payment of dues 

Donations to research programs 

Change of address 

Gift Membership 

Ordering back issues of the Bulletin 

Ordering Dr. Wagenknecht's List 

General information about the Society 

write to 

Mrs. Andrew C. Kirby, Secretary-Treasurer, 

The American Boxwood Society 

Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620 

If you have something of real importance - a 
question of policy, a new project for the Society, a 
matter which needs top-level consideration, write to 

Rear Adm. Neill Phillips, USN Ret'd., President, 

Heronwood, 

Upperville, Virginia 22176 

If you have contributions for the Boxwood Bul
letin - articles, news notes, photographs, sugges
tions of anything of probable interest to boxwood 
people, it saves time to direct them to 

Mrs. Edgar M. Whiting, Editor, 

The Boxwood Bulletin, 

415 West Clifford St., 

Winchester, Va. 22601 
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THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 
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nual meeting date to t he t ime of the next annu al 
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