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ADS ACTIVITIES 

Meetings, Workshops, Tours 

Thomas E. Ewert 

The American Boxwood Society began in 1961 
when several ambitious, enthusiastic plantsmen 
with a mutual interest in Boxwood took it upon 
themselves to form an organization which would 
encourage appreciation for the plant, promote its 
use in the landscape, encourage research to learn 
more about its problems & needs, and provide a 
" living museum" where a collection of Boxwood 
material would be available to the public. Their 
society has grown and prospered. Membership has 
steadily increased. 

The Boxwood Bulletin, published quarterly, 
provides members with interesting and informative 
articles about the culture and propogation of Box
wood. Insect and disease problems are discussed 
and the latest remedies are disseminated. Articles 
about new and different cultivars of Boxwood 
appear regularly, and there are frequent stories 
dealing with impressive plantings of Boxwood, both 
new and old. 

The Annual Meeting, which is held on the 
second Wednesday in May, provides an opportunity 
for members to share gardening ideas and experi
ences and take home new and pertinent informa
tion, and perhaps even a small, rooted cutting to 
add to their garden. 

At the spring Board of Directors Meeting in 
1976 someone suggested that maybe there were 
Boxwood members who would like to do more than 
attend the annual meeting and enjoy their Box
wood Bulletin, and ideas for new activities were 
sought. 

At the annual meeting in May, a new member 
suggested that there might be a lot of individuals 
who would be interested in learning the fundamen
tals of Boxwood culture, and consequently a Box
wood Workshop was arranged for the summer of 
1976. The attendance was limited to 25, so that all 
participants could benefit fully. Soon registration 
had to be closed and a second workshop was sched
uled for the fall of that year. That workshop was 
also filled to capacity. 

Obviously, there was a need for more activities. 
In September of 1977 the Society scheduled an
other workshop. A tour of the National Arboretum 
highlighted by talks from Dr. Creech and Dr. 
Skinner and the opportunity to view the fabulous , 
new Bonsai collection, as well as the National Ar
boretum's Boxwood Collection, was also scheduled 
for September. Both projects were completely suc
cessful. The workshop was again filled to capacity 
and the National Arboretum Tour attracted close 
to 50 participants. 

Special activities are a must and something had 
to be planned to interest AB.S. members in 1978. 

In the spring of 1977 correspondence was receiv
ed from a new AB.S. member in the Philadelphia 
area, Mr. H . Thomas Hallowell. After learning of 
Mr. Hallowell 's garden with its boxwood and 
azaleas, it was decided to request a story from him 
for publication in The Bulletin. 

In late August, my wife and I traveled to the 
Philadelphia area and met with Mr. Hallowell and 
we were delighted with his enthusiasm for plants 
and with the beauty of "Deerfield," his home in 
Rydal, Pa. 

Mr. Hallowell's interest in the society and his 
enthusiasm triggered the Society's involvement in 
a major new activity, the Spring Garden Tour of 
Philadelphia. The AB.S. Board approved of the 
new activity and authorized my wife, the AB.S. 
Treasurer, to proceed with the planning. 

When Kay informed ;Mr. Hallowell that the 
Board had approved of the idea of arranging a 
spring tour for May of 1978, he immediately set 
about contacting friends and acquaintances with 
gardens he felt would be appealing to the A.B.S. 
membership. 
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Thomas Hallowell and Kay Ewert in garden at 
Tockington. 

After a great deal of preliminary planning we 
traveled to Philadelphia in February and again met 
with Mr. Hallowell. We visited each garden on the 



tour and checked into the motel where the out-of
town guests will be staying. Our tour was consider
ably briefer than the one that's been planned for 
May and the weather was a bit brisk, but it was 
obvious even in early February, this will be a tour 
to remember. 

BOXWOOD GARDEN TOUR 

The American Boxwood Society will celebrate 
Spring in a unique fashion this year. Gardener's, 
professional Horticulturists and amateur horticul
tural spectators are cordially invited to come to 
Philadelphia and join in the rebirth of our plant 
world, after the severe winter of 1978. Private 
gardens and historic properties will be open for 
your inspection. 

May 14th and 15th have been set aside for your 
pleasure. A special bus will depart from the Blandy 
Experimental Farm, Sunday morning May 14th. 
Guests joininq the group at Blandy may leave their 
cars in the Blandy parking lot. As the bus proceeds 
north toward Philadelphia you'll have an opportun
ity to renew boxwood acquaintances and form new 
friendships. Lunch will be eaten en route. Lodging 
accomodations are attractive and centrally located 
for the tour. 

Free time has been planned after check-in to let 
you rest and refresh for an unusually informative 
and stimulating evening with our garden hosts and 
hostesses. American Boxwood Society members of 
the Philadelphia area are invited to join those 
traveling from Blandy at 7 :30 for a no-host cock
tail reception which will be served in the ballroom 
prior to a candlelight dinner. After dinner listen to 
our garden hosts as they take you along the foot
paths of their gardens, allowing you to preview the 
following days expectations. 

Monday' morning. armed with camera in hand 
and comfortable walking shoes, board a bus bound 
for garden elegance at it's finest. Our morninq will 
include touring the grounds of "Deerfield", the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. H. Thomas Hallowell. Jr.; 
stroll through Mr: and Mrs. Bertram Roland's 
garden; and visit "Tokington", home of Mr. and 
Mrs. Howard A. WoIf. 

At 12 :00 p.m. we will have a catered box lunch 
at Alverthorpe Park. Jenkintown. Pennsylvania. 

After lunch we will then visit Brvn Athyn Ca
thedral famous for its architecture and craftsman
ship. Many of its features are unique and have 
attracted world-wide attention. Combined with it's 
architectural grace and perfect setting a visitor is 
removed from todays enviroment. A visit to a late 
18th century historical house. "Andalusia", presently 
owned by Mr. and Mrs. James Biddle, on the Dela
ware River will complete the day's activities. 

The planning continues! Each detail must be 
carefully worked out. This is a big project for the 
Society to undertake, but your enthusiasm for past 
activities makes us feel sure you will anxiously 
await this one. 

Won't you join us on May 14 and 15, 1978? 

Local residents accompanying the tour will re
turn to the Fiesta Motel, Willow Grove and the 
out-of-town regisrants will depart for home, having 
dinner enroute. 

Please mark May 14-15, 1978, on your calendar 
and plan to join us in Philadelphia. An early regis
tration will insure priority booking, since reserva
tions will be accepted only on a first-come, first
served basis. The complete program will be releas
ed to the general public after May 1st. Send check 
payable to the American Boxwood Society. Regis
tration information may be sent to Mrs. Thomas E. 
Ewert, Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620. Registration is 
complete upon receipt of check. 

REGISTRATION 

Plan 1. Full meeting package plan, out of town 
guests. 
Includes special bus departing from Blandy Ex
perimental Farm, Boyce, Va., May 14, Sunday 
evening candlelight dinner with program, all 
fees and meals, excluding Monday morning 
breakfast and motel reservations. 
A.B.S. Members single occupancy ( $55.00) 

double occupancy ($110.00) 
Non-members single occupancy ( $60.00) 

double occupancy ($120.00) 
Note: Room registration will be handled by 

the motel at the time of arrival. Plea~e 
plan to pay for your room reservation 
upon arrival. Do not send room registra
tion fee when registering. however, for 
double occupancy please indicate room
mate. if other than spouse. All rooms 
will be reserved by-Mrs. Ewert. 
Room rate - single occupancy $19.08, 

includes tax 
double occupancy $22.79, 
includes tax 

Plan II. Philadelphia area guests. 
Includes Sunday evening candlelight dinner 
with program, Monday bus transportation and 
garden tour fee and lunch. 
A.B.S. Members ($27.50) 
Non-members ($32.50) 

Registration must be made in advance and will be 
accented on a first-come, first-serve basis. All regi
strations must be accompanied by your check since 
space is limited. An early registration will insure 
priority booking. The complete program will be 
released to the general public on May 1st. Make 
check payable to American Boxwood Society and 
mail with registration to: 

Mrs. Thomas E. Ewert 
Snring Garden Tour 
Box 85 
Boyce, Va. 22620 
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Spring Garden Tour Schedule 

10:00 a.m. 

1:00 p.m. 
to 

1:45 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

7:30 p.m. 

8:00 p.m. 

9:15 p.m. 
to 

10:30 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. 
to 

8:15 a.m. 

8:30 a.m. 
to 

11 :30 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 
to 

1:00 p.m. 

1 :15 p.m. 
to 

2:15 p.m. 

2:45 p.m. 
to 

4: 15 p.m. 

4:30 p.m. 

Philadel phia, Pa. 

Sunaay, May 14, 1978 

Special bus departs from Blandy Experimental Farm, Boyce, Virginia 

LUllch en route 

Check-in and register at the Fiesta Motel, Willow Grove, Pennsylvania 

Free time to rest and refresh for the evening. 

A no-host cocktail reception for registrants and garden hosts and hostesses 
in the Ballroom. 

Candlelight dinner to be served in the Ballroom. 

Special preview of gardens, introduction by H. Thomas Hallowell, Jr. in the 
Ballroom. 

MonJay, May 15, 1978 
Free time for breakfast, check out of motel and board bus for tour. 

Tour the grounds of "Deerfield", the home of Mr. and Mrs. H. Thomas Hallo
well, Jr.; Stroll through Mr. and Mrs. Bertram Ro-Iand's garden; and visit 
"Tokington", home of Mr. and Mrs. HowardA. Wolf. 

Catered box lunch at the Alverthorpe Picnic Pavilion, Jenkintown, Pennsylvania. 

Specialized tour of Bryn Athyn Cathedral and Garden, Bryn Athyn, Pennsyl
vania. 

Visit the home of Mr. and Mrs. James Biddle, "Andalusia", and their exquisite 
boxwood and rose garden. 

Local residents return to Fiesta Motel, Willow Grove and out of town regis
trants depart for home, having dinner en route to Blandy Exepirmental Farm, 
Boyce, Virginia. 
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"DEERFIELD" 

-
Photo : Tom Ewert 

Boxwood and Snow - " Deerfield" 

Mr. and Mrs. Hallowell moved to their present 
residence in the spring of 1947. It was an old farm 
and consisted of 35 acres, half of which were cover
ed with woods, and about half of these were 25 year 
old pine forest, and the other half giant oak, tulip 
and beech trees. 

There was a spring in a field from which a stream 
flowed into a small pond, near a springhouse and 
then on through the valley. There was a barn, com
plete with corncrib and stable. 

The house was a combination of two small houses 
that were built in 1804, joined with a "new center 
section" added in 1856. 

There was a small lawn around the house. The 
fields had been neglected for some years. Poison ivy 
and honeysuckle were very much at home all over 
the place. 

An old Italian and his family came with the 
place, and in order to keep Tony occupied, Mr. Hal
lowell cultivated an acre of land and planted 10,000 
small two-inch azalea rooted cuttings that were in 
plant bands, with a great many varieties of kind, 
color and flowering dates. 

A bargain lot of 3500 six-inch high prime English 
boxwood plants came on the local market, so they 
were added to the new nursery. 

At that time, Mr. Hallowell had not the faintest 
idea what would be done with the new floral and 
plant residents on his new place, however the gen
eral lay of the land seemed to present an interest-
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ing challenge. Certainly with that amount of gr<,)l~nd 
there seemed to be possibilities for some excIting 
developments. 

Several types of yews, pieris japonica, laurel , 
hybrid rhododendron, pink and white dogwo?d ~nd 
magnolias were added to the nursery. By thls time 
Tony was pretty busy! 

The azaleas grew with enthusiasm. To keep 
them from becoming overcrowded, it was necessary 
to move them around the property into beds. This 
required that the fields be converted into lawns, and, 
of course, a lawn must have some stone steps and 
walls. Long paths were laid out. A long path, bound
ed by a long wall was just the place for some of the 
English boxwood, and so it developed, month by 
month, and year by year, doing the things that came 
naturally. It became a constant race to keep the 
nursery from becoming overcroweded. 

Mr. and Mrs. Hallowell had visited Hampton 
Court in England and had been lost in its maze. They 
had also been through the maze at Williamsburg. 

One evening Mr. Hallowell was reading, and 
there in a book was the plan view (drawing ) of the 
layout of these two mazes. A flash of excitement 
struck him, why not use more of that little boxwood 
and build a maze out on the front lawn. on a center 
line with the house, near some lovely old tulip trees, 
with the same layout, but one-half the size. 

So that's the way it all fell together. They called 
their place "Deerfield" because of the deer that lived 
in the woods and roamed over the grounds. 

Today at "Deerfield" there are now 45 acres of 
property, with 22 acres in lawns. There are plantings 
that contain 7000 assorted azaleas of a great many 
varities, rhododendrons, yews, dogwood, and in all 
there are about 100 different kinds of trees. 

Of course, there is English boxwood all over the 
place, including the maze which is now thirty-six 
inches high ( it has grown one-inch each year ) and 
there is about 5000 feet of boxwood hedge, and box
wood plantings. 

Some of the large boxwood is five feet or more 
in height. It came from some large hedges that were 
moved in 25 years ago. 

Mr. Hallowell is a well known amateur photo
grapher and he has created vistas of lawn, large 
trees, and small plantings so they would look just 
right in the viewfinder of his cameras. In fact , he, 



jokingly, says that some of the plants have been 
photographed so often their bark has been worn thin. 

There is a little less than a mile of paved road 
that runs through the place. He and Mrs. Hallowell 
enjoy walking their dogs around the circuit several 

times a day. 

It 's been a fun thing putting it all together. No 
one could have ever dreamed what would come from 
trying to keep Tony busy back in 1947. 

TOCKINGTON 

Photo: Tom Ewert 

Boxwood hedges at Tockington 

. The ownership of the land upon which Tocking
ton is situated dates back to 1684, when William 
Penn granted patents, to John Barnes, an English 
member of the Society of Friends, and to Sarah 
Fuller, for the claims which they had taken out 
two years previously. A section of this land later 
passed into the hands of one John Worrell , a man 
of importance in his time, and here he built his 
home and called the place Tockington , after his 
wife 's ancestral village in Wales. It was in 1740 
that the boxwood was brought from England and 
the gardens developed. 
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(The above copies from "Portraits of Philadel
phia Gardens" Copyright 1929 ) 

When we acquired Tockington from Mr. and 
Mrs. William West Frazier, Jr., in 1928, Mrs. 
Elizabeth Parish Frazier told us not to coddle the 
old box garden. "It has become acclimated over 
the years. Don't overfeed it, or cover or protect it. 
Just tie it up for the winter, and brush off the 
heavy snow. " We have taken her directions, and 
nature's done the rest! 

Martha and Howard Wolf 



THE ROLANDS 
1050 Dixon Lane, Rydal , Pa. 

Photo: the Rolands 

Dappled shade at the Rolands. 

Twenty-three years ago we chose this lot be
cause it was wooded with large trees and a lower 
canopy of dogwoods. Immaterial were the ground 
covers of prickers and thickers, and jungle vines of 
poison ivy. 

The house was placed around the island of the 
giant tulip and leaning oak, with careful considera
tion of solar energy. We gave the architects a prob
lem they had never had before; we requested a 
hole in the roof for a shad blow ( amelanchier cana
densis ) by the front door, and a hole in the floor 
for an indoor living room garden. We stood over 
the builders and tied markers around each dog
wood, insisting that they be treated with care. 

I have had a love of flowers from the early 
teens. I have focused on textures and colors in 
landscaping, and also concentrated on extending 
blooming time when choosing bulbs and plants. 
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I had always pictured a native woodland 
garden, and, in the last 13 years, have slowly 
developed it. First I put in specimen rhodys and 
azaleas, and then discovered the varieties of crypto
meria, from large to dwarf. From there my 
interests moved into ground covering with native 
woodland plants. 

As my love and appreciation of native wild
flowers grew, I tried to make my collection com
plete. I have used them as ground covers in front 
of the larger plants and they have slowly naturaliz
ed. Hepatica, Trilliums, Shortia, Foam Flower 
( tiarella cordifolia ), Mertensia, etc. with a variety 
of ferns. It is exciting to watch and to discover the 
"volunteers" that have appeared. 

Then, with my love for the unusual, I discover
ed dwarf conifers and rhododendrons. So these, too, 
were added, placed against backdrops of rocks of 



varying leaf textures to be tte r show the ir individ
uality . 

The property , originally flat , has been contour 
ed by building up hills with stones and tree stumps 
( these we found discarded by the road , and my 
husband patiently lugged them home ) to add con-
trast , interest, and a more natural wooded feel. 
Though the overall impression is one of natural
ness , each spot -- each boulder and stump - has 
been structured with attention to detail , so that 
each view gives a completed picture. 

A dream I had always had was to hear water in 
the woods. My husband made this possible two 
years ago. It has increased the wildlife, with birds, 
squirrels, chipmunks and families of racoons who 
e njoy it too. 

Some of the fun of gardening has been the 
constant additions and changes made necessary by 
the natural growth of the material. So a garden is 
a living, changing, always exciting world. 

We're so glad you can visit with us. 

BERT and LUCILLE ROLAND 

BRYN ATHYN CATHEDRAL 

Photo : Tom Ewert 

Fl"Ont v iew: Bryn Athyn Cathedral 

The BRYN ATHYN CATHEDRAL is famous 
for its architecture and for the craftsmanship al
most lost in these times. Many of its features are 
unique. 

From ground breaking in 1913, work still con
tinues. The Cathedral was dedicated and has been 
in use since October, 1919, with the Council Hall 
group completed in 1926 and the Choir Hall group 
in 1928. 

Outstanding features which have attracted 
world-wide attention include the use of 'optical re
finements ' in the use of curved lines in its archi
tecture, and in the stained glass which represented 
rediscovery of the lost art which vanished before 
the sixteenth century. 

The original endowment for the building of the 
Cathedral was a gift of John Pitcairn, 1841-1916 
and the design and building was supervised by his 
son, Raymond Pitcairn, 1885-1966. 
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The community of Bryn Athyn, incorporated as 
a Borough in 1916, was founded back in the late 
1800's and remains a unique religious community, 
serving as the episcopal seat of the world-wide 
Church of the New Jerusalem. Most of its popula
tion of about 1000 adults are associated with the 
churc!1 and educational institutions. 

Photo: Tom Ewert 

Side views Bryn Athyn Cathedral 



ANDALUSIA 

Photo: Tom Ewert 

Front facade - A ndaJlusia 

Originally a modest late 18th century house, 
Andalusia was transformed into a country seat by 
Nicholas Biddle, who, in 1811, married Jane Craig, 
the daughter of the property's original owner, John 
Craig. In 1834 Nicholas Biddle commissioned 
Thomas U. Walter, who was to become an architect 
of the U. S . Capitol, to transform the country house 
into a new world doric temple. Andalusia was not 
just a local house, it was a country seat, composed of 
garden and farm. Andalusia was the gathering 
place of noted American European statesmen dur 
ing the 19th century. Presently owned by Mr. and 
Mrs. James Biddle. 

The house contains furnishings and paintings 
owned by Nicholas and Jane Biddle and succeeding 
ge_nerations of the Biddle family. These include 
Philadelphia Empire furniture, Italian marble man
tels and French girondoles and chandeliers. One 
archi tectural ornament on the grounds is a small 
Gothic Revival "grotto," built to simulate a ruin. 
The construction of such "ruins" was much in 
vogue in the late 18th and early 19th century in 
England. Other architectural elements are the huge 
stone walls of the original "graperies," also design
ed by Walter, which now border the rose gardens. 

Photo: Tom Ewert 

Andalusia from rose garden. 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Retired Navy Rear Admiral Neill Phillips died of 
emphysema March 22 in a Tuscan, Arizona, Nursing 
home. 

For 14 years Admiral Phillips was the strong 
guiding light of the American Boxwood Society, and 
resigned from the ABS Presidency a year ago be
cause of ill health. 

He was the third President of the American Box
wood Society. Under his brilliant leadership some 
of the outstanding accomplishments that occured 
from 1962 when the Admiral took office are as 
follows: 

1. Fifty-six issues of the Boxwood Bulletin have 
been issued during his term and this has provid
ed the membership with outstanding information 
on boxwood. There has been a pleasing balance 
between technical information for the advanced 
students of boxwood, and popular information 
for the beginning boxwood enthusiast. The cali
ber of the articles and the photographs have been 
outstanding. The Society has received many fav
orable comments concerning the high quality of 
the Boxwood Bulletin. Many outstanding Li
braries, Botanical Gardens and Arboretums are 
regular subscribers for the Boxwood Bulletin. 

2. Fourteen annual meetings were presided over 
by the Admiral. At these meetings, outstanding 
authorities on boxwood took part in the educa
tion portion of the program. Under the Admi
ral's supervision, the annual meeting along with 
it formal educational program provided the 
membership the opportunity to meet other box
wood lovers. and to meet and to become ac
quained with outstanding boxwood authorities. 
After the conclusion of many of the annual 
meetings, the Admiral would invite those in at
tendance to visit his home and gardens at Heron
wood near Upperville, Virginia for an opportun
ity to meet other boxwood members and to en.ioy 
the "Topiary" gardens at Heronwood. The Ad
mfral also chaired two board meetings of the 
Dlrectors each year. These meetings were often 
held at the Admiral's Heronwood home. The 
Admiral would entertain the board for lunch. 
This gracious generosity and hospitality helped 
to make the task of serving as a board member 
a pleasant experience. 

3. The preparation of the ten year index to the Box
wood Bulletin. 

4. The appointment of ABS as the registration au
thority for boxwood by the International Horti
cultural Society Commission for the Nomencla
ture of Cultivated Plants. 

5. Providing financial support at the University of 
Maryland on The Study of Nutritional Aspects 
of Boxwood Culture. 

6. Providing financial support at Virginia Poly
technic Institute and State University for re
search on Boxwood Decline. 

7. Through the efforts of Admiral Phillips, the 
number of Life Memberships in the Society in
creased. When he took office in 1962, there were 
two life members. In January of 1976, there 
were over thirty life members. In recent years, 
the number of sustaining members and contribu
ting members increased. 

8. During his years as President, several substan
tial gifts were made to the American Boxwood 
Society. 

9. Over the years, the President was concerned in 
setting up a representative collection of box
wood at Blandy. Recently, he was· the driving 
force behind the establishment of a Memorial 
Boxwood Garden at Blandy. 

10. It is very difficult to measure the contributions 
that Admiral Phillips made over the years to 
individual members who looked to him for ad
vice on boxwood problems. He was very helpful 
and generous with his time in answering letters 
and telephone calls. 

11. The Admiral was responsible for developing 
over the years a very pleasant working partner
ship between the American Boxwood Society 
and the Blandy Experimental Farm of the Uni
versity of Virginia. 

After his naval career Admiral Phillips lived in 
Washington where he served on many committees 
and public service organizations. While serving on 
The Committee of 100 on the Federal City he led 
fights for mass rail transit and supported a parking 
tax to offset cost of transit construction. 

He was president of Historical Georgetwn Inc .. 
chairman of the finance committee of the Audubon 
Naturalist society, and. while in these groups fou~ht 
for the preservation of C & 0 Canal as a recreatIon 
area for those who loved the out of doors. Other in
terests included the special gifts chairmanship for a 
national cultural center which eventually became 
the Kennedy Center, Chairman of the Washington 
Home Rule committee, the National Cathedral As
sociation, chairman of the Board of the College of 
the Church Musicians of the Washington Cathedral, 
the International Rescue committee, investment 
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counseling for a number of banks and brokerages in 
Washington , and many others. 

Admiral Phillips was born in Newport , Arkansas , 
graduateed from the aval Academy at Annapolis 
in 1924, and served in submarine and amphibious 
operations in the Pacific during World War II. 

He is survived by a son , Samuel R. Phillips, of 
Portola Valley, California ; a step-daughter, Joan P . 
Simonds of Center Conway, New Hampshire ; a step
son, George P. Eustis, of Carbondale, Colorado ; a 
sister, Clare P. Dowell, of Texarkana, Arkansas, and 

two grand children. 

After Admiral Phillips moved to " Heronwood " 
near Upperville he established a noted boxwood 
garden where he created cultivars topiary box which 
are now planted in many gardens throughout the 
country after being acquired by admirers of topiary 
art. Boxwood enthusiats hold many memories of the 
pleasure of visiting those gardens because one man 
cared enough about the environment to create vistas 
of beauty and to share those efforts with all that 
passed his way. When we think of buxus semper
virens we will always remember an outstanding 
homo sempervirens - Neill Phillips . 



Boxwood Insect and Mite Pests 
Dr. John A. Weidhaas, Jr. 

Extension Specialist, Entomology 
VPI & SU, Blacksburg, VA 24061 

There are 4 major pests which are common on 
boxwood: the boxwood leaf miner, the boxwood 
psyllid, the boxwood mit~, and the boxwood web
worm. Several minor pests have been reported in 
Virginia and occasionally may be serious in local 
situations; including Japanese wax scale, and 
oystershell scale. 

Boxwood plants frequently are infested with 
two or more of the major pests at the same time. 
Certain boxwood species and varieties may be more 
or less susceptible to the pests than others. 

BOXWOOD LEAF MINER 

Most varieties of Buxus sempervi1'ens are highly 
susceptible, as well as B. microp"f1,yLla var. Japonica. 
English boxwood, B. suffruticosa, rarely is infested. 
Damage is caused by larvae or mae-~ots mining in 
the leaves. Infested leaves appear blistered from 
late summer through the following spring. New 
leaves do not ,show signs of mining until late sum
mer when larvae are larger. Several larvae usually 
will occur in a single leaf. By fall, pre-mature leaf
drop may result from severe infestation. 

Larvae first occur in the leaves in early June. 
They. hatch from eggs laid by adults 3 - 4 weeks 
previously during late April and early May. During 
the period when new leaves form, eggs are laid, 
and mines are produced, the only evidences of in
festation are egg-laying punctures on the under
sides of the leaves. They appear as tiny blister 
spots. There is one generation in a single season. 
Adults are active before and after the first of May. 
Eggs are pre.sent from then until early June. 
Larvae feed in the leaves from June until fall and 
spend the winter in the leaves. They pupate in 
April. 

Control measures should be applied when larvae 
have just hatched and before damage occurs. Insec
ticides will kill larvae if applied as late as mid
August, but feeding damage will result. Spraying 
once in mid-June with a systemic insecticide gives 
excellent control. A contact· spray is also effective 
when mines are present, . and when adults, are 
active. 

BOXWOOD PSYLLID 

Psyllids are sucking insects which as adults, look 
like minature cicadas. They are also called jumping 
plant lice since their specialized hind legs enable 
them to spring into the air to take flight. Plants 
injured by boxwood psyllids show conspicuous cup-
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ping of the foliage. The damage does not seriously 
impair the health of the plant unless severe infesta
tions persist over a period of years. 

The boxwood psyllid overwinters as a nymph 
within the egg shell. Eggs are inserted between the 
bud scales by adults during July and early August. 
Embryonic development takes place between then 
and fall. The nymphs emerge in mid-to-Iate April 
as soon as the buds begin to open. They feed on the 
new tender growth causing shoots and leaves to 
become deformed. Nymphs are green and soon 
produce white waxy secretions. They remain clus
tered within cupped leaves until early June when 
adults first appear. The adults look like large leaf
hoppers and are active flyers. One generation 
occurs each year. 

American boxwood is the. prime host. Severe 
infestation over a period of years causes serious 
damage. Occasionally English holly plants exhibit 
cupped foliage, but populations of the psyllid sel
dom are severe. 

Effecitve control of psyllids can be achieved 
but some cupping of foliage will occur since 
nymphs begin feeding on new growth immediately 
after emergence. Control measures. should be ap
plied as soon as new growth appears. Sprays later 
will kill the insects, but with little or no reduction 
in leaf cupping. A wetting agent or a spreader
sticker must be added to achieve good control. 

BOXWOOD WEBWORM 

An inconspicuous insect, the boxwood webworm 
is confined to the inner parts of very dense plants. 
It occurs chiefly on English boxwood. The larvae 
spin loose webs along the stems and twigs, feeding 
on the innermost leaves. They have never been 
observed feeding on external foliage. Since many 
spiders inhabit the ·interior portions of boxwoods, 
the presence of webbing may be confusing. Web
worm can be distinguished from spiders since fecal 
pellets or droppings along with partially chewed 
brown leaves are scattered through webbing of the 
insect along twigs. Larvae are grayish and up to 
%" long in late spring. Larvae are difficult to see 
when smaller, but provide positive diagnosis of 
boxwood webworm. 

The winter is spent on the plants as partially 
grown larvae. They transform to adults during 
May and June when egg-laying occurs. Small 
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boxwood dimethoate 
leafminer (DeFend, Cygon) 

diazinon 

Spectracide 

boxwood carbaryl 
psyllid (Sevin) 

lindane 

boxwood webworm not listed on 
(English box) pesticide lahel 

boxwood mite dicofol 
(Kelthane) 

Japanese carbaryl 
wax scale (Sevin 

TABLE 

RECOMMENDED CONTROL MEASURES FOR BOXWOOD INSECTS 

Amount to be added to water 

In 1 gal. In 3 gal. In 100 gal. 

2E 2 tsp. 2 Tbl. 1 pt. 

2.E 2 tsp. 2 Tbl. 1 pt. 

12.5% EC 4 tsp. 4 Tbl. 2 qts. 

50W 2 Tbl. 6 Tbl. 2 Ibs. 
Lia.2 4 tsP. 4 Tbl. 2 ats. 

80S 1.5 Tbl. 4.5 Tbl. l.5 Ibs. 

4F 2 tsp. 2 Tbl. 1 at. 

20% Liq. 1 tsp. 1 qt. 1 qt. 

18.5% EC Ihtsp. 1 Tbl. 1 qt. 

50 W 2 Tbl. 6 Tbl. 2 Ibs. 
Liq. 2 4 tsp. 4 Tbl. 2 qts. 

80 S 4.5 Tbl. l.5 Tbl. l.5 Ibs. 
4 F 2 tsp. 2 Tbl. 1 Tbl. 

When to Treat 
Early to mid-June is best. Treat
ments can be applied later with 
dimethoate. 

When flies are active, usually in 
April. Also can be used when 
mines are present. 

Apply spray as soon as buds open, 
usually in mid to late April. Sprays 
later are effective, but do not re
duce leaf-cupping. Add 3 wetting 
agent or spreader-sticker. 

Diazinon applied as for boxwood 
leafminer is effective if applied as 
a drenching spray to inner portions 
of the plants. 

Treat in early to mid May. 

Treat in early to mid June. Thor
oughly spray all bark of trunk, 
stem, and branches. Dormant oils 
are not effective. 

Abbreviations: tsp. - teaspoon; Tbl. - tablespoon; pt. - pint; qt. - quart; lb. - pound; W - wettable powde~; E, EC - emulsifiable concentrate; 
F - flowable; Liq. - liquid; S - sprayable powder. 



larvae or caterpillars are' present during July and 
August. There is one generation each year. 

Sprays should be directed into the interior parts 
of the plants in a thorough drenching. 

BOXWOOD MITE 

Several species of mite are known to feed on 
boxwood but the most injurious and common is the 
boxwood mite. American boxwood is most fre
quently damaged. The foliage becomes severely 
stippled with pinpoint sized flecks. In severe cases 
all of the foliage may appear gray, bronzed, or 
chlorotic. 

Mites overwinter as round, yellowish-green, 
flat-topped eggs on the undersides of the leaves. 
They hatch in May and complete a generation in 
2 - 3 weeks. Several generations occur each year, 
accounting for rapid build-up of populations and 
extensive damage. It is important to apply control 
measures early in the season, preferably in early 
to mid May. However, miticides are effective if 
sprayed whenever the mites are found. 

SCALE INSECTS 

A number of different scale insects attack box
wood. They are not as common or widespread as 
other boxwood pests, but locally can build up to 
cause severe damage. In Virginia these scales have 
been found on boxwood: Japanese wax scale, 
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oystershell scale, peony scale, euonymus scale, 
cottony maple scale, cottony cushion scale, the 
bifasciculate scale, the grape mealybug, and the 
Comstock mealybug. 

The Japanese wax scale attacks nearly 100 
kinds of plants. It is about 1/3" in diameter when 
mature, including the very thick, bright white 
waxy covering. Eggs are laid beginning in April 
and hatch between June 3 and June 21, depending 
on geographic location. Young scales develop to 
mature females by fall. There is one generation 
each year. The scale can be controlled effectively 
by spraying infested plants only in early June 
when eggs begin to hatch. 

The other species of scale insects are rare or 
occasional pests and not usually destructive. Con
trol is achieved by applying a drenching spray of 
insecticide at the time when crawlers are active: 
oystershell scale, about the first of June; peony 
scale, about the fifth of June; and euonymus scale, 
about May 10 to 15, and again 10 - 14 'days later. 

INSECT CONTROL 

Recommendations for the uses of insecticides 
are' given in Pest Management Series 7, a publica
tion of the Extension Division, VPI&SU, which is 
available along with technical assistance from 
County Extension Agents throughout the state. 
Those recommendations are summarized in Table 
on page 60. 
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TIDS BUSINESS OF OURS 
Reflections on the Problems of Nurserymen 

By E. Sam Hemming 

This winter's record-breaking cold can perhaps 
best be described by the seemingly irrevelant re
mark: The International Ice Boat Races were held 
on Chesapeake Bay just 12 miles from our nursery. 
Eastern Maryland has long been considered to be
long, climatically, to the upper south, and we have 
been encouraged by this to lay considerable em
phasis on broad-leaved evergreens. As a result, our 
losses have been heavy as they have for other area 
nurserymen. The winter was severe over a large 
section of the US, and, no doubt, losses were gen
erally extensive. 

We were in business back in 1936, when there 
was a severe winter, and, in describing this year's 
losses, I will compare damage on the two occasions. 

The most noticeable losses seem to have been 
in the several clones of Ilex crenata: Rotundifolia, 
Compacta, Convexa, Heller, Micropylla, etc. The 
irony is that these were developed to avoid the use 
of so much boxwood and compact dwarf plants. 
Both mature plants in established landscapes were 
severely killed back. if not killed outright. Most of 
the lined-out stock had only one or two inches of 
living tissue at the base, and seemed sllspicously 
dry. Back in 1936, we lost no Japanese holly, but 
we were growing some from seed. (Incidentally, 
we have a few old seedling plants left that were 
not damaged.) 

The other hollies show extensive injury: Nellie 
Stevens specimens on our home grounds as large 
as ei!!ht to 12 feet were killed, as well as small 
nursery plants. The damage was selective. Similar 
results occurred with Burford holly - a clone of 
the Chinese holly. We do not grow many English 
hollies. but Wilson and angustifolia showed much 
damage. Two exceptions among hollies have been 
the clone Dr. Kassab and the species Ilex pedun
culosa. Back in 1936, we lost quite a lot of Ilex 
opaca, which is supposed to be very hardy in this 
region, but we lost young plants, not mature ones. 

The evergreen wax privets were killed to the 
ground with the exception of the variety coreac
ium. Two osmanthus - illicifolia and rotundifolia 
- have burned foliage but will recover. However, 
Osman thus delavayi, a more sensitive subject, did 
not survive. 

Oddly enough, the various boxwoods showed 
less injury than the substitutes we have been 
using. Small English boxwood plants were partially 

damaged, with virtually no damage to mature 
plants. The Japanese and Korean boxwoods showed 
no damage, but, surprisingly, Buxus harlandi - a 
supposedly hardy plant - showed severe damage. 
The little Kingsville boxwood showed damage only 
on the tips. 

Not many deciduous plants showed damage, 
except the obvious: Crape myrtle and double
flowered pomegranate, whose cambium have been 
destroyed right to the ground. Deciduous azaleas 
have not been hurt. 

The same cannot be said of the evergreen 
azaleas. Damage on these has been severe, both at 
nurseries like ours and at specialty nurseries where 
they have been grown in large quantity. Mature 
plants in borders as well as small plants in the 
field had their foliage burned or bark split. Some 
plants suffered more than others. The pink (Brides
maid and Coral Bells) suffered the most. Hershey 
suffered a lot as did the usually hardy Indica Alba 
and the white Delaware Valley suffered least. As 
a guess, only 20 percent of our stock is salable this 
spring, although about 75 percent will be by fall. 

Obvious plants, such as Magnolia grandiflora. 
were damaged, with the foliage burned on mature 
trees up to 30 and 40 feet high. Most camellias 
were killed to the ground. We have one C. sasanqua 
about 12 feet high by the same in girth near our 
office that was burned. 

With us, the cold was not only prolonged and 
extreme, but, unfortunately, only about three inch
es of snow and ice covered the ground. and there 
were many days with strong drying winds. 

One might ask, if we had known it was coming, 
could we have done more to protect our plants? It 
seems obvious that plants in cans in a slat house 
needed additional protection. either in the form of 
mulch, cut branches or full wind protection. On 
young plants in the field, a low weed protection 
helped with some plants but not with others. A 
cover row of oats helped with some young plants. 
Because of the dry cold, plants in wetter areas 
came through better. It helped to cover some beds 
with cut evergreen branches. In general. opaque 
plastic over canned plants was beneficial. We do 
our propagating in a nominally heated greenhouse. 
but we propagate no tender plants, so, when the 
temperature went below freezing three times, there 
were no losses. 

There will be two major problems this spring. 
A sizable proportion of plants have their appear-
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ance marred even though they will eventually re
cover. The other problem is the ticklish subject of 
replacements. Some nurseries are saying that they 
will refuse completely, while others will refuse to 
do anything until fall. We have been in business 
here for 48 years and have a reputation to main
tain. I have told my son that a small percentage 
of customers will be disagreeable and demand re
placement and that he might as well accept it. 
However, a vast majority, though they will expect 

replacement, will express regret apologetically and 
will invariably give some additional order. From 
experience, I have found that a few will even say, 
"I wouldn't think of requesting replacement." 

There is no question that this winter came as a 
shock to us, and nurserymen have suffered sub
stantial financial losses. That is the bad news; the 
good news is that we will survive, as we have done 
before. 

Our Editor Emeritus. Helen M. Whiting, is now 

residing in a nursing home. She would enjoy hear

ing from members of the Boxwood Society. Her 

address is: 

Mrs. Edgar M. Whiting 

Jeffersonian Manor 

P. O. Box 191 

Charles Town, W. Va. 25414 
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VALLEY GARDENING 
May 1978 

Thomas E. Ewert, 

Director of the Blandy Experimental Farm, 
Boyce, Va. 

May's Plant of the Month at Blandy is chosen 
not because this is its peak season, because its 
beauty is not limited to just one season. We've 
decided to feature Boxwood during the month of 
May to focus attention on the American Boxwood 
Society events which are scheduled for the month. 

If you ask someone to describe a "Virginia 
Garden" they will undoubtedly mention boxwood. 
The mention of a colonial garden envokes visions 
of brick walks, a vegetable garden and an herb 
garden close to the kitchen, a simple but beautiful 
little garden of spring bulbs and summer annuals, 
and, of course, boxwood. 

Boxwood is not native to North America. It has 
been planted for years in Europe and so it was only 
natural for the early settlers to bring small box
wood plants with them to their new homes in 
America. The presence of familiar plants growing 
in the garden just outside the door somehow seem
ed to push back the wilderness and make this new 
land more hospitable. 

The masthead of the A mer i can Boxwood 
Society's "Boxwood Bulletin" describes boxwood 
as "Man's Oldest Garden Ornamental." Pliny the 
Younger (A.D. 62 - 113), noted for his eloquent 
descriptions of the grounds of his Roman villa, 
frequently made mention of the lavish use of box
wood in his gardens. From his letters we learn 
that 1900 years ago boxwood was being used to 
form elaborate examples of meticulously pruned 
topiary. 

There are many lovely specimen boxwoods at 
Blandy. Some of them were planted by the students 
in the late 1920's. As the Arboretum developed, 
more and more plants were brought to Blandy, and 
these included new species, varieties and cultivars 
of boxwood. One of the students, Dr. Thomas 
Alphin, studied boxwood in completing his doctoral 
dissertation. 

There was considerable interest in boxwood at 
Blandy and in 1961 the American Boxwood Society 
was organized. Blandy's Vice-Director at that time, 
Dr. Walter Flory, was instrumental in establishing 
the Society and Blandy became the headquarters 
for the Society. Mr. J. Churchill Newcomb was the 
Society's first president. Dr. W. Ralph Singlton, 
Blandy's second Director, filled the president's 
chair following Mr. Newcomb's untimely death, 
and remains active in the Society, currently serv
ing on the A.B.S. Board of Directors. 

For 14 years, Rear Admiral Neill Phillips guid
ed the American Boxwood Society as its member
ship roles increased and its programs developed. 
Then in November of 1976 Professor Albert Beech
er, Extension Specialist in Horticulture at V.P.I. 
and S.U. accepted the presidency. 

The plant which evokes such interest is box
wood. Many people are surprised to learn that it is 
an extremely variable plant. Although most people 
consider it a slow growing plant, many varieties 
grow quite quickly. Some cultivars have variegated 
foliage. Some are tall and slender, while others 
can be used as ground covers. 

The genus Buxus belongs to the family Buxa
ceae which also includes Pachysandra, Sarcococca, 
and Simmondsia. 

Many gardeners recognize two main types of 
boxwood - English Boxwood, commonly called 
Edging Box or Dwarf Box, and American Boxwood, 

. sometimes referred to as Tree Box. Those with 
greater interest in boxwood have learned of Korean 
Boxwood and Japanese Boxwood. In fact, there are 
several species of boxwood and far more varieties 

. and cultivars. More than 50 cultivars, mostly repre
senting the two most common species, Buxus sem
pervirens and Buxus microphylla, can be seen at 
Blandy. 

A major project of the American Boxwood 
Society has been the establishment of a Memorial 
Boxwood Garden in the Orland E. White Arbore
tum at Blandy. More than 40 cultivars are current
ly represented and cuttings of additional cultivars 
have been acquired from the Colonial Williamsburg 
Foundation and the U. S. National Arboretum. The 
Memorial Garden will honor Dr. J. T. Baldwin and 
Mr. Henry Hohman, two dedicated plantsmen with 
strong interests in boxwood. 

While all of the boxwood at Blandy will be 
featured in May, the Plant-of-the-Month plague 
will be placed near a very special plant. The culti
var Buxus microphylla compacta cv. Helen Whiting 
was selected by the late Dr. J. T. Baldwin and 
named for a prominent Winchester resident, the 
Editor Emeritus of the Boxwood Bulletin, Mrs. 
Helen Whiting. 

On May 10, the American Boxwood Society will 
be holding their 18th Ann u a 1 Meeting at the 
Bl~ndy Experimental Farm. Registration begins at 
9:30 a.m. Participants are encouraged to bring 
along a picnic lunch and stay for the full day of 
meetings and programs. 
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On May 14 and 15, the American Boxwood 
Society will sponsor .a Spring Garden Tour to the 
Philadelphia area. The tour will feature five unique 
and beautiful gard~ns, and all arrangements have 
been made to provide participants with an exciting 
and fun-filled spring break. A bus will be leaving 
BIandy at 10 A.M. on Sunday, the 14th, and upon 
arrival in Philadelphia the group will be joined by 

participants from the Philadelphia area for a 
candlelight dinner. Dinner will be followed by a 
special preview program of the gardens to be visit
ed on Monday. This special tour was arranged for 
A.B.S. members by Mr. H. Thomas Hallowell of 
Philadelphia and Mrs. Thomas E. Ewert, ABS 
Treasurer. Anyone interested in the tour or in 
A.B.S. membership contact me at BIandy. 

(Editor's Note: Each month the Blandy Experi
mental Farm features a plant in the Arboretum 
and a story about that plant is issued to the local 
news media. The featured plant for May will be 
boxwood as indicated in the -following copy of the 
Blandy Plant-of-the-Month news release.) 

Secreary's Report to Officers and Directors, 

March 21, 1978 

Since the fall meeting on October 18, 1977, 26 
new members have been enrolled. They consist of 
15 regular members, 8 contributing members, 2 life 
members, and 1 subscriber. One of thes was are· 
instatement and 3 were gift memberships. 

The ABS membership as of March 15 consists 
of: 

Honorary Life 6 
Life 40 
Sustaining 21 
Contributing 90 
Regular 453 
Subscribers 25 
Free subscriptions 22 
Total 657 

Three names were removed upon request, two 
were regular members and one was a contributing 
member. No names have been removed due to 
accounts being in arrears. 

Three complete sets of The Boxwood Bulletin 
were sold. 

We received no contributions to the Memorial 
Garden and Research Fund; however, we did 
receive a $500.00 contribution to The Boxwood 
Bulletin. 

Activity at the office has been very slow this 
winter; however, we did have requests for twelve 
applications to be mailed along with approximately 
85 pieces of correspondence requesting other infor· 
mation. 

The Workshop which was held on October 28, 
1977, at BIandy was attended by 33 people and 
termed a success. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Linda G. Jones, 
Secretary 

65 

Treasurer's Report Spring Board Meeting 

March 21, 1978 

Checking Balance Oct. 18, 1977 
Receipts 

Memberships $443.00 
Bulletin Sales 278.00 
Gifts and Donations 500.00 
Workshop 25.00 

Total Funds Accountable 

Disbursements 

The Boxwood Bulletin 
Printing 
Cuts 
Envelopes 
Photo 
Advance Mailings 

$1,152.00 
123.00 

84.00 
4.26 

70.14 
$1,433.40 

BIandy Workshop .. $ 18.76 
National Arboretum Tour 113.16 
Telephone 12.91 
Exec. Sec. 82.50 
Exec. Treas. 99.00 
Stamps 13.00 
Printing Checks 8.94 

$ 348.27 
Total Expenditures 

Balance in Checking Account 
March 21, 1978 

Savings Account with Interest 
Certificate of Deposit 
Total Assets, March 21, 1978 

$2,884.16 

1,246.00 
$4,130.16 

$1,781.67 

$2,348.49 
$2,171.77 
$4,000.00 
$8,520.26 

All accounts are deposited in Farmers and. Mer
chants National Bank, Berryville, Va. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathryn M. Ewert, Treasurer 
American Boxwood Society 



SPRING BOARD MEETING! March 21,1978 

The Spring Board Meeting of the American 
Boxwood Society was called to order at 10 :30 a.m. 
on Tuesday, March 21, 1978 by A.B.S. President, 
Albert S. Beecher. Officers and board members in 
attendance at the Blandy Experimental Farm meet
ing included Mr. Richard Mahone, Dr. Bernice 
Speese, Dr. W. Ralph Singleton, Dr. Henry Skinner, 
Mr. Charles Otey, Mrs. Charles Dick and Mr. and 
Mrs. Thomas E. Ewert. Mrs. Skinner and Mrs. 
Singleton were guests. 

The minutes of the Fall Board Meeting were 
approved. The Secretary's Report was presented 
for Mrs. Jones by Mrs. Ewert and the motion to 
accept was approved. Mrs. Ewert's Treasurer's Re
port was also approved. 

Mrs. Ewert then presented a comprehensive re
port on the planning of the Philadelphia Garden 
Tour scheduled for May 14-15, 1978 (complete de
tails of this special project appear elsewhere in this 
issue of the Bulletin). 

Mrs. Charles Dick reported on The Boxwood 
Bulletin. She said the Bulletin is now back on 
schedule and the April 1978 edition is being readied 
for_the printer. Mr. Mahone expressed the apprecia
tion of the Board to Mrs. Dick for the efforts she 
has .put - forth in taking over the editing of the 
Bulletin and putting it back on schedule. 

Mrs. Dick said she had received word that Mrs. 
Helen Whiting, the previous Boxwood Bulletin 
editor, has not been well and that she is currently 
residing in a nursing home in Charles Town, West 
Virginia. Mrs. Dick made a motion that the Society 
send Mrs. Whiting a plant. Mr. Mahone seconded 
it and the motion was unanimously approved. It 
was also suggested that the membership be encour
aged to drop Mrs. Whiting a note in care of her 
son, Mr. Henry Whiting, 415 West Clifford Street, 
WirlChester, Va. 22601. 

The Memorial Garden was the next item of 
business. Professor Beecher reported on his study 
of the minutes of previous meetings to determine 
the original intent of the Memorial Garden. He said 
it was apparent that the original intent was to 

·honor-Dr. J. T. Baldwin and Mr. Henry Hohman. 
However, after reading a letter from Mr. Ewert, 
which suggested that perhaps it would be wise to 
broaden the scope of the Memorial Garden so that 
future memorials to worthy individuals might be 
included, the Board decided to follow this approach. 
This was in no way intended to diminish the re
spect and appreciation of the Society for Dr. Bald
win and Mr. Hohman. 

After a discussion on the various types of mark
ers which could be used in the Garden, it _ was 
decided that Blandy would construct a redwood 
sign with gold colored letters similar to those used 
in other parts of the Arboretum to read "American 
Boxwood Society Memorial Garden," and the 
Society would look into the purchase of a 12" x 18" 
metal, photoelectrically produced marker giving a 
brief description of the Society and the reason for 
the Memorial Garden. Additional markers including 
a simple line. drawing and a brief biographical 
sketch of each individual to be memorialized in 
the garden would be purchased and placed in 
appropriate places in the garden (for example, the 
plaques for Dr. Baldwin and Mr. Hohman might be 
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located near plants which they introduced or a 
particular plant which has a special significance to 
them). Dr. Skinner indicated markers of this type 
had been in use at the National Arboretum for a 
number of years and were quite durable and· attrac
tive. 

It was noted that Dr. Speese has been continu"' 
ing her work on the problem of boxwood registra
tion. The lack of previous registration materials has 
been hampering her studies and the Board asked 
the President to once again contact Dr. Wagen
knecht to see if he could be of any help. Dr. Skin
ner suggested the Arnold Arboretum could possibly 
have some copies of the old registration material 
and asked if Mr. Ewert would get in touch with 
Gary Koller at the Arnold Arboretum to see if 
they could provide us with any help. 

The President indicated he was continuing to 
work on a Buyers Guide for boxwood and it was 
suggested that an appeal be made at the annual 
meeting for some sources to be included in the 
Guide. 

A proposal from the Shultz Company to pro
mote their fertilizer through the Boxwood Bulletin 
on a profit sharing plan was considered by the 
Boar~ .~nd deemed to be inappropriate. 

In a discussion on programs for the Annual 
Meeting to be held on May 10 at Blandy, the sub
ject of boxwood fertilization arose and reference 
was made to the University of Maryland research 
which was funded by an A.B.S. grant several years 
ago. The Board felt the report on this research 
should be acquired from the University of Mary
land and summarized in a forthcoming issue of the 
Bulletin. 

The Annual Meeting plans were formulated and 
some of the Board members volunteered to contact 
the program speakers. President Beecher and Mr. 
Ewert arranged the schedule for the day. 

Mrs. Dick had to leave the Board Meeting early 
and after her departure, Mr. Mahone suggested the 
Society take care of Mrs. Dick's expenses on the 
upcoming Philadelphia tour in appreciation of her 
efforts in editing the Bulletin. This was put into 
the form of a motion and unanimously approved. 

Respectfully submitted. 
Thomas E. Ewert 
Recorder 

CONTRIBUTJ1I.TG MEMBERS 

Mr. Robert M. Ariail 
219 Aberdeen Drive 
Greenville, South Carolina 29605 

Mr. Robert M. Ariail, Esq. 
408 East North Street 
Greenville, South Carolina 29601 

Mr. John Y. McDonald . 
Orchard Lodge R t. 1 
Charles Town, W. Va. 25414 

Mr. Joseph McVay, Jr. 
R.F.D. 5, Box 287C 
Richmond, Va. 23231 

Mrs. Alexander L. Wiener 
6 Woodland Place 
Grosse Pointee, Michigan 48230 



PURPOSES OF THE AMERICAN 
BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

To. assist members who have recently joineci the 
American Boxwood Society and are not familiar 
~-'rch the overall purposes of the Society, the fol
lowing is printed from the Society Constitution: 
Purposes: 

"The objects of this Society are educational. It 
s~all i~vestigate, assemble, record, preserve, and· 
dlssemmate among its members, and to other 
selected and suitable. individuals, publications, and 
institutions, pertinent information on the care . ' propagatlOn, and uses of boxwood, knowledge of its 
commercial, horticultural, scientific, and other as
pects, and appreciation of its unusual place in the 
gardens, literature, and affections of mankind for 
more than 3000 years of recorded history. 

"It shall encourage and facilitate contacts and 
the exchange of information between members of 
the Society, foster and search for new species and 
varieties of boxwood, aid in their scientific study 
and classification, lend support to the collection and 
care of a plantation of all types of boxwood, help 
in making the use and planting of boxwood popular 
in areas to which it has not been introduced, and 
publish and distribute useful and informative 
articles upon boxwood for the benefit of its mem
bers. 

"It shall collect printed material upon and 
illustrations of boxwood species and varieties, of 
significant boxwood collections, and of historic or 
otherwise notable gardens" in this country and 
abroad displaying boxwood. It shall assemble and 
make available to members information on the 
locations and visiting hours of public aboreta and 
commercial nurseries where there is boxwQod and, 
where permis~ion is granted, shall provide informa
tion upon the introductions necessary or other 
requisite conditions, under which members may" 
obtain permission, in this country and abroad, to 
visit private gardens having boxwood but not 
customarily open to the public. 

"The society shall cooperate in particular with 
those persons and organizations likewise dedicated 
to the preservation of what is good and beautiful in 
the United States and to the improvement and 
beautification of what is not." 
Activities: 

The main activity of the Society is centered in 
acquiring and sharing all possible information on 
boxwood. To this end (1) It holds an annual spring 
meeting at which there are plant and literature 
exhibits, talks by authorities on boxwood, and- a 
mutual sharing of experiences; and, (2) It "publish
es THE BOXWOOD BULLETIN, presenting articles 
on all phases of boxwood and also serving as a 
clearing house for members to present experiences, 
photographs, information and questions concerning 
box. 

The Society sponsors boxwood collections at its 
headquarters at The Orland E. White Research 
Arboretum, Blandy Experimental Farm, Boyce, 
Virginia and elsewhere. In the collections it tests 
new acquisitions and supports research in boxwood 
nutrition, cultivation, and enemies; in co-operation 
with a number of universities, arboretums, etc. 

Recently a Memorial Boxwood Garden has been 
established at Blandy. " 

The Society is the International Registration 
Authority for Cultivar names of the genus BUXUS. 
Information on Joining: 

If you l}ave friends who might be interested in 
joining the Society, invite them to join. We will 
be happy to send you a brochure that explains the 
advantages of membership as well as an application 
for membership that you can passon to your 
friends. For this brochure, write to: Mrs. Kathryn 
E. Ewert, American Boxwood Society, Box 85, 
Boyce, Virginia 22620. 

,MAILBOX 

Mrs. Charles H. Dick 
"Selma" 
514 Amherst St. 
Winchester, VA. 22601 

Dear Lu, 

30 March 78 

I enjoyed the last Bulletin. Did you know that 
five of the new boxwoods going into the memorial 
garden at Blandy came from our Edgar Anderson 
collection? We exchanged a number of cuttings 
with the National Arboretum in 1972 and these 
were among them. We are delighted to see that 

"these boxwoods have" a future. At least one of 
them, 'Denmark', is not sufficiently hardy for the 
Midwest. It is a truly distinctive plant. We know 
that the c~ttings came from Denmark, but in spite 
of some nice help from the Danish government, we 
were never able to identify the plant. 

This spring a group of the best pruners in our 
society are going to prune the boxwood in one of 
our member's garden. She and her husband have 
used boxwood to delineate areas and to "direct the 
eye." 

We had our Annual Meeting this week. We have 
a good, enthusiastic society and think we are on 
solid ground. The question of when the Edgar 
Anderson Boxwood Garden will be planted is still 
up in the air. All of the grading ($125,000 worth) 
has been completed; all of the working plans are 
ready for the b:uilders; but the substantial funds 
needed for construction and supportive planting 
($100,000 for that planting) are not immediately 
available. We are confident the planting will come 
and that we will be able to carry the plants over 
until they can be placed in situ. It's interesting, if 
a little discouraging at times. 

We have a new slateof officers, as you'll see 
when you receive our next Bulletin. I felt it was 
time for the younger members - - who are Knock
outS! - to move into responsible jobs. I am· going 
to continue to produce our Bulletin and do what 
I'm asked to do; otherwise I am going to enjoy my 
seat on the back row. 

We've had some winter damage but our snap 
judgement is that it is snow-burn and superficial. 
Hope the winter has been good to you, and to all 
the boxwood at Blandy. 

(Mrs. D. Goodrich Gamble 
23 Bon-Price Terraces 
St. Louis, Mo. 63132) 
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ANNUAL MEETING 

THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

at the 
Blandy Experimental Farm 

Boyce, Va. 

May 10, 1978 

9 :00 a.m. Registration, coffee and donuts, and a 
walking tour of the Orland E. White Arbore
tum. A special exhibit by the V.P.I. & S.U. Co
operative Extension Service, by Dr. Gary De
Oms and Mr. Lance Kauf. 

10 :30 a.m. Business Meeting. 

12:30 p.m. Lunch (see note below) 

.1:30 p.m. Educational Programs: 

Miss Libbey O. Hodges, Flower Arrangement 
Supervisor from Colonial Williamsburg -
"Flower Arrangement ·Using Boxwood". 

Mrs. Robert L. Frackleton, Chairman of the 
Gardens & Grounds Committee at Kenmore -
"The Boxwood at Kenmore". 

Dr. John A. Weidhaas, extension entomologists 
at VPI & SU - "Insect Problems on Boxwood" 

3 :00 p_m. Visit .the garden at "Scaleby", the 
home of Mrs. Kenneth N. Gilpin, Sr. of Boyce, 
Va. 

Note: Lunch will be served at Blandy for the con
venfence of those attending the meeting. As 
in the past you may bring a picnic lunch to 

be eaten on the grounds. Anyone who would 
like to have lunch prepared for them should 
make reservations no later than May 1, 
1978. Luncheon cost is $4.00. Please send 
your check payable to: American Boxwood 
Society c/o Mrs. Thomas E. Ewert, Annual 
Meeting Luncheon, Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620. 
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BLANDY FARM is on Route 50. If you are 
driving west, it is about 4 miles beyond the Shenan
doah River bridge, with the entrance to your left. 
From Winchester going east, drive 8 miles on Rt. 
5Q, to the Wa~erloo traffic light, then 1 3/10 miles 
more to· the Blandy entrance, on your right. 
Entrance will be marked. 

Entrance will be marked. 



THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

INFORMATION 

Address: Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular membership dues of The American Box
wood Soc~ety are now $5.00. This includes a sub
scription to The Boxwood Bulletin. 

Non-member subscriptions are for groups and 
institutions such as botanic gardens, libraries, etc. 
These are $6.00 a year, and run by the calendar year. 

The Boxwood Society year runs from one Annual 
Meeting to the next; from May of one year to May of 
the next year. Those joining the Society at other 
times are sent all the Boxwood Bulletin issues for 
the current Society year, beginning with the July 
number. Their dues are then again due and payable 
in the following May. This was voted by the So
ciety in order to lighten as far as possible the heavy 
work load of our busy Treasurer. 

At the present time any or all Bwlletins are avail
able, back to Vol. 1, No.1 (Vol. 1 consists of three 
issues only, there was no Vol. 1 , No.4.) Price per 
single copy is $1.50. 

Besides regular membership dues at $5.00 per 
year, there are other classes of membership avail
able: Contributing, $10.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Life, 
$100.00; and Patron, $500.00. 

Gift memberships are announced to the recipi
ents by boxwood-decorated cards which carry the 
information that The Boxwood Bulletin will come 
as your gift four times a year. 

Members of The American Boxwood Society are 
reminded of the 1968 IRS decision that contribu
tions to and for the use of the Society, are deducti
ble by donors as provided in Section 170 of the Code. 

FOR YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 

If your letter is concerned with 

Membership, new or renewal 

Payment of dues 

Donations to research programs 

Change of address 

Gift Membership 

Ordering back issues of the Bulletin 

Ordering Dr. Wagenknecht's List 

Write to: 

Mrs. Thomas E. Ewert 

American Boxwood Society 

Box 85 

Boyce, Virginia 22620 

If your letter is concerned with: 
General information about the Society 
Advice concerning boxwood problems or cul
tural information 
Boxwood selection 

Write to: 

Mrs. Linda G. Jones 
American Boxwood Society 

Box 85 
Boyce, Virginia 22620 

In some cases depending upon the nature of your 
request, your letter may be forwarded to a member 
of the Board or another appropriate member who 
can provide the help you have requested. 

You are also welcome to write direct to the Pr6!si
dent of the American Boxwood Society: 

Professor Albert S. Beecher 
Department of Horticulture 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 

If you have contributions for the Boxwood Bulle
tin - articles, news notes, photographs, suggestions of 
anything of probable interest to boxwood people, it 
saves time to direct them to the Editor: 

Mrs. Charles H. Dick, Editor 
The Boxwood Bulletin 

514 Amherst Street 
Winchester, Virginia 22601 
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