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"Abram's Delight ," W inchester , V irgin ia 

'ABRAM'S DELIGHT' 

Winchester, Virginia 
Lucile Dick 

When Winchester, the oldest town west of the 
Blue Ridge mountains, had barely begun Abraham 
Hollingsworth moved his family to the site called 
'Abram's Delight' which is the oldest house stand
ing in Winchester. "Abram's Delight" got its name 
from Abraham Hollingsworth, the original owner 
of the property. It is said that when he first saw 
the 582 acres he declared them "a delight to be
hold" . 

Abraham Hollingsworth was one of the first 
settlers of this area, arriving sometime between 
1730-35, although some records indicate that he 
may have been in the area as early as 1726. He w as 
the grandson of Valentine Hollingsworth, born in 
Cheshire, England about 1630, and a member of 
the Society of Friends. The first Hollingsworth to 
come to America in 1682, obtained a patent for 
986 acres of land in Brandywine Hundred, New 
Castle Count:v, Delaware. Through his two sons, 
Thomas and Abraham, a majority of that name in 
America have descended. 
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Valentine's son, Thomas, journeyed to New 
Castle County on the same ship as William Penn. 

Thomas Hollingsworth died in 1737 while on a 
visit to his son, Abraham, killed by a buffalo while 
hunting on what is now the John W. Larrick farm , 
near Hayfield. He is buried in the family grave
yard just east of the Heinz plant on the Valley 
Pike. 

Abraham was reared at h is father 's house 
"Rockland Manor" in New Castle COilnty. He 
"bought of Alexander Ross under his patent from 
Governor Gooch of Virginia, 582 acres of land in 
1732", moving to the property in 1733_ Robert 
Brooke surveyed the area in 1734, and his survey 
indicated that a log house stood on the same spot 
as the present house, near Rouss Spring_ The land 
owned by Abraham extended from what is now 
Mt. Hebron Cemetery south to about the present 
Airport Road and from Kent Street easterly to and 



including the Winchester Golf Club grounds. He 
"fixed his home about a mile south of the present 
town of Winchester on the branch (Abrams Creek, 
named for him) which heads the town spring and 
the famous Shawnee Spring and there erected a 
flour mill, a carding mill, one of the first in the 
county." 

Upon the death of Abram, in 1749, the home 
tract decended to his son, Isaac, a prominent mem
ber among the Quakers. He married Rachel Par
kins, and in 1754 built the major section of the 
present stone house. Simon Taylor, son-in-law of 
Col. John Hite, was the contractor for "Abram's 
Delight". Taylor constructed a number of buildings 
in the area including a jail which stood about 
where Rouss City Hall now stands. He also built 
the house at "Springdale", Route 11 south at Bar
tonsville. 

It is interesting to note that in the east ~able 
of the house a stone is marked "I-R 1754". The I 
and R stand for Isaac and Rachel. Also, the house 
was so constructed that the partition on the lower 
floor could be swung up on hinges to the ceiling, 
thus making one room of the lower floor. Since 
Isaac Hollingsworth was a minister of the Friends 
many Quaker meetings were held here. (That wall 
was removed and a stairway relocated when the 
house was remodeled in 1830). 

The 225-year-old residence has retained much 
of its original character. It is a plain, sturdy house 
with thick limestone walls. It has a center hall 
with a room on each side. Beyond the room on the 
east is a third, in a wing with its own enclosed 
stairway leading to the floor above. The upstairs 
room of the main section and the addition are not 
connected. There are fireplaces in most of the 
rooms, simply outlined. The woodwork is plain. 
In the basement of the east wing is a large fire
place, in what was possibly the kitchen. 

Indian troubles arising after Braddock's defeat 
in 1775 caused Isaac Hollingsworth to remove his 
family to Loudoun County where he died in 1759 
at the age of 37. He was buried near Waterford, 
Virginia. 

His son, Jonah, inherited the property where 
he lived and died at "Abram's Delight". He built 
the present stone wing on the west. Becoming suc
cessful in business he enlarged the old grist mill, 
erected a flax-seed-oil mill, a carding mill, and a 
factory for building carding machines. 

Jonah, grandson of Abram, died in 1801, and
the old home passed to his son David who lived 
there until he died in 1859. It was during his 
tenure that the estate reached its zenith of cultiva
tion and beauty. His interests were esthetic, and 
he took pleasure in redecorating the premises and 
making "Abram's Delight" a center of hospitality. 

In 1837 David Hollingsworth built the new 
stone mill and increased the mill pond by a new 

dam, the remains of which can still be seen. This 
dam created a lake which covered the entire bot
tom pond which included the present ball park. 
In the lake were artificial islands on which were 
built summer houses where he and his family 
entertained their friends. 

David married his cousin Eleanor Hollingsworth 
who was born and raised at "Willow Lawn" on the 
Valley pike. She brought him considerable fortune 
in money and slaves. 

The family by this time had become Kent Street 
Presbyterians and had relaxed somewhat the strict 
way of living of their ancestors. By tradition it is 
said _that. they .. were-/ known.-. on occasions '.to even 
indulge in a moderate of Presbyterian tea! At any 
rate the home became known for its famous hos
pitality in all of northern Virginia. 

At David's death the property passed on to his 
children, Mary, Annie, and Jonah Hollingsworth. 

His children saw the Civil War sweep away 
most of their possessions, and they were obliged to 
sell some of the land and buildings. Although the 
spring and mill were sold by the family shortly 
after the Civil War, and various parts of the orig
inal tract has passed by marriage and descent away 
from the original family, the deed for the purchase 
of the house to the City of Winchester was the only 
deed ever made from the original Royal Grant of 
King George II in 1732. 

After Winchester acquired the property in 
December 1943 restoration began in 1952. The City 
placed "Abram's Deli~ht" in the custody of the 
Winchester-Frederick County Historical Society. In 
the succeeding years the Society has slowly re
stored the house and is still refurnishing it. A few 
of the Hollingsworth family possessions were still 
in the house. Others have been acquired by dona
tion, and period purchases have. been made through 
the financial assistance of patrons and Historical 
Society members. 

The furnishings are representative of a period 
prior to 1830 and of early American furnishings. 
Some pieces are believed to be as old as the house 
itself and were found there. These include a chair 
now in the downstairs center hall of the house, a 
spinning wheel with Isaac Hollingsworth's initials 
on it, and a walnut blanket chest. 

A windsor bench, a picture mirror with a paint
ing of "Abram's Delight," and the low teapot of a 
pewter tea service are examples of loaned pieces 
that are believed to have been owned by the Hol
lingsworths. 

A desk in the reception room in the west win~ 
was a gift of a descendant of Eleanor and David 
Hollingsworth. The Queen Anne cherry drop leaf 
table in the dining room is considered a museum 
piece because of its rare drake feet. 
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The Winchester-Frederick County Historical 
Society have been given custody of two Hollings
worth family portraits. The oil portraits in massive 
gilt frames were lent for display at "Abram's 
Delight" by Parkins Birthwright of Silver Spring, 
Maryland. Mr. Birthwright is a descendant of the 
Hollingsworth and Parkins families. The subjects 
are Alfred Parkins' (1798-1861) and Eliza Hollings
worth Parkins (1800~ 1860), man and wife. Eliza 
Parkins was the oldest daughter of Isaac Hollings
worth (1771-1842 )of ~'Willow Lawn". 

The portraits are signed by H. M. Bowen, Artist, 
March 1846. They have been placed in the drawing 
room at "Abram's Delight", where there also hangs 
a portrait of their oldest son, Joseph Parkins, who 
was born in 1821 and died at the age of 17 of 
lockjaw. 

The portrait of Joseph Parkins was given to the 
Historical Society in 1964 by his granddaughter, 
Mrs. John Gill Buck, of Baltimore, Maryland. There 
are a number of other old portraits throughout the 
house. 

Interesting implements in the basement of the 
house include candle molds,' a candle wheel, mallets 
and a wood protractor. An iron fireback from the 
Sarah Zane foundry inscribed with the seal of Lord 
Fairfax enhances the large basement fireplace. 

Finely detailed pieces have been salvaged from 
surrounding homes. The mantle and paneling over 
the dining room fireplace were the gift of a lady 
who recovered it from an old house in Stephens 
City. Similar paneling from the Baker home at 
Kernstown is now incorporated into the famed 
Winterthur Museum at Wilmington, Delaware. 

A log house of the earliest type built in Win
chester, has been moved from its original location 
on Cork' Street to the grounds of "Abram's De
light". It measures 22 by 18 feet, and is one and a 
half stories high. The house according to old records 
was the property of a tailor who left the area about 
1830. 

It was rebuilt authentically from salvaged logs. 
Alfred Percy, in the Amherst County Store, gives 
an account of the evolution of dwellin~ structures 
in the Virginia mountains: "Generally the first 
habitation was the half-faced cabin or hunter's 
shack. A short lean-to, this temporary shelter em
ployed a large fallen tree as the back wall, with 
sides and roof lashed in place. The open side faced 
the fire. 

"The half-faced cabin, according to tradition, 
was originated by the Virginia hunters and' explor
ers and' then taken up by the pack-train contractors 
and traders, as well as settlers, overseers, inden
tured servants and field hands. 

"The next step was that of building a rough, 
often windowless log cabin with log-cribbed clay 
pack'ed chimney which offered better winter pro
tection if it was decided to use the site for some 
time. This then could be followed by the better 
constructed log cabin with a stone mason chimney", 
such as "Abram's Delight" log structure. 
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It's considered likely that Abraham Hollings
worth built and lived in. just such a log dwelling 
a generation before his son, Isaac, raised the stone 
house now in use. 

In the beginning Dr. E. C. Stuart, Jr. drew up 
a plan for a formal boxwood garden typical ;of 
gardens of the late 1700's and early 1800's. It 
emphasizes the use of boxwood and old brick. A 
stone patio, long at "Abram's Delight," and green 
lawns complement the formal garden. 

Several years ago old English boxwood in 
front of the Riley home on West Picadilly Street 
was moved and placed in front of the stone house 
at "Abram's Delight". The hedge is approximately 
six feet high, six feet wide, and 45 feet long. The 
hedge is said to be over 100 years old. 

Another large box which was not a part of the 
hedge was placed to the rear of the formal garden. 

Mr. C. C. Crabill of Blandy Farm assisted in 
the moving of the boxwood, by donating his know
ledge in this field. It is considered a very difficult 
job to save boxwood of this age and size when 
moved, and it requires special handling and care, 
not only for the actual moving but in the care 
afterwards. 

One of the most important jobs is the constant 
watering of the plants. This was done by. the late 
Mrs. Helen Whiting, The ABS Bulletin's former 
Editor and a member of the Historical Society and 
the Winchester Clarke Garden Club. 

"Abram's Delight" is a real pleasure to visit. 
It is open for visiting on weekdays from 9 to 5 
and on Sundays, 2 to 5. A small fee is required. 

MAILBOX 

Ladies and Gentlemen: 

Mr. Miller sent me a copy of his letter of the 
24th of January, but I want to tell the Society 
how pleased and touched the members of the 
family are by your generous gesture. 

Especially pleasing is the fact that The Handley 
Library is' going to have a small memorial boxwood 
garden in Mother's memory. This combines so 
much of her life over the last twenty years. 

We all feel that both The Boxwood Bulletin and 
the library kept her' young, vital and interested 
almost to the last. We are glad that the Boxwood 
Society has joined in helping the library with its 
Book Fund in Mother's memory. 

American' Boxwood Society 
Boyce, Virginia 22620 
February 16, 1979 

Sincerely, 
Henry Whiting 



THE COMMON COUNCIL 

I, Michael M. Foreman, Clerk of the Common 
Council, do certify on this 17th day of October, 
1977, that the following resolution is a true and 
ed on October 12, 1977, and entered upon the 
exact copy of one and the same unanimously adopt
minutes of the regular meeting: 

RESOLUTION 

WHEREAS, the Hollingsworth House, "Abram's 
Delight", is the oldest home within the corporate 
limits of the City of Winchester and typical of 18th 
century Valley of Virginia architecture; 

WHEREAS, the original owner of Abram's De~ 
light, Abram Hollingsworth, was one of the earliest 
settlers in Winchester (settling in this area be
tween 1728 and 1734); 

WHEREAS, 1977 marks the 26th anniversary 
of the mutually beneficial cooperation between the 
City of Winchester and the Winchester-Frederick 
County Historical Society in restoring, preserving, 
and maintaining the Hollingsworth House-coopera
tion which began in 1951 when City Council agreed 
to allow the local historical society to operate a 
museum at Abram's Delight,· and was strengthened 
in 1958 when the first of many five-year agree
ments was executed, giving the Society responsibil
ity for the repair, restoration, and maintenance of 
the Hollingsworth House and grounds, with funds 
being provided principally by the City; 

WHEREAS, sin c e the Winchester-Frederick 
County Historical Society's control and manage
ment of Abram's Delight began, the value of the 
house has grown immeasurably in the eyes of the 
community, the state, and the nation, as evidenced 
by: 

-The complete restoration of the Hollingsworth 
House; 

-The beautification of the Hollingsworth gar
den; 

-The furnishing of the rooms of the house, 
faithfully to early American styling; 

-The construction of the log cabin on the 
grounds as a replica of a house meeting the 
minimum requirements set forth in many of 
the original land grants; 

-The opening of the house for public viewing; 

---':'The designation of Abram's Delight as a State 
Historical Landmark by the Virginia Land
marks Commission in December, 1972; and 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED by the Com
mon Council of the City of Winchester, Virginia, 
that warm appreciation be expressed to the Win
chester-Frederick County Historical Society for its 
untiring efforts in restoring, preserving, and main
taining one of the historic landmarks of this area, 
Abram's Delight; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Council 
express appreciation for the creative and devoted 
work of so many individuals who, under the leader
ship of the Society, have made this possible, noting 

. especially the contributions of Ben Belchic, the 
Society's president throughout the years of this 
project; Irvin T. O'Connell; Dr. E. C. Stuart, Jr., 
Miss Mary Boxley and Mrs. Edgar M. Whiting, who 
each headed some phase of this project, and the 
many other individuals associated with them who 
have worked on the project or contributed in var
ious ways to develop this historic house into an 
interesting municipally-owned house museum for 
the enjoyment and instruction of residents of our 
community and for our visitors. 

Witness my hand and the seal of the City of 
Winchester, Virginia. 

Michael M. Foreman 
Clerk of the Common Council 

MAILBOX 

American Boxwood Society 
Boyce, Virginia 22620 

Ladies & Gentlemen: 

January 24, 1979 

We gratefully acknowledge your donation of 
$25.00 to the Handley Library book fund in mem
ory of Mrs. Helen Whiting. Your contribution add
ed to many others has enabled us to establish The 
Helen H. Whiting Memorial Book Fund. Each book 
purchased from this fund will have a special book
plate in memory of Mrs. Whiting. The American 
Boxwood Society will also be registered in the 
donor's list for the fund. 

You may also be interested in the fact that 
plans are now underway to establish a small me
morial boxwood garden in Mrs. Whiting's memory. 
She meant so much to the library and to The Box
wood Bulletin that we wish to maintain permanent 
and appropriate memorials tto her. Both will soon 
be accomplished in our newly renovated library. 

Thank you again for the donation and for honor
ing the request to memorialize Mrs. Whiting 
through the book fund of The Handley Library. 

Sincerely yours, 
THE HANDLEY LIBRARY 
Richard A. Miller 
Librarian -The placement of Abram's Delight in Mav, 

1973 in the National Register of Historic 
Places, cc: Henry H. Whiting 
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BOXWOOD PROPAGATION 
by 

Thomas E. Ewert, Director, Blandy 
Experimental Farm 

Editors Note: The following is a summary of 
a talk presented by Thomas E. Ewert at the 
Blandy Boxwood Workshop, the Fairfax Boxwood 
Workshop, and thp, James City Boxwood Workshop 
during the Fall of 1978. 

When very young, children are often captivated 
by the brilliant colors of a bed of tulips or a rose 
garden in June. Through color, they become 
interested in plants. But as they grow older, plants 
may lose some of their fascination as their inter
ests are diverted to the animal world where the 
creatures run, fly and swim. Motion is exciting 
and plants may, by comparison, seem dull. 

However, one facet of the world of plants 
which often intrigues young people is the curious 
methods by which they reproduce. Who would 
ever think of creating a rabbit from a rabbit's 
foot, even with the best of luck! But with plants, 
you can start a new little plant with perhaps a 
leaf or, in some cases, a piece of root or stem. This 
phenomenon fascinates young and old alike, and 
is often the characteristic which attracts people 
to the world of plants. 

You wouldn't think of boxwood as bright, 
colorful, showy plants. They possess more subtle, 
peaceful, dignified qualities. Boxwood form the 
foundation for formal gardens and provide an 
excellent background agains~ which even an in-
formal .£!arden can be designed. They are tough, 
dependable, low-maintenance plants which can be 
relied upon to look good the year round. Try to 
imagine your favorite formal garden or colonial 
landscape without boxwood! 

Add to the above qualities ease of propagation! 
Few woody ornamentals are as easy to propagate 
as boxwood. They can easily be grown from seed, 
although you will find a considerable amount of 
variability in the seedlings. 

Plants with several leaders, which is most com
mOl} in varieties like Buxus sempervirens suffruti
cose or Buxus microphylla koreana, can be divided 
provided each section retains an adequate propor
tion of the root system. The resulting plants will 
need careful pruning for a few years to shape 
them into decent looking specimens. Plants such 
as Buxus microphylla koreana often develop a 

69 

branching habit in which the lower branches lie 
in contact with the soH and these will often root. 
These "rooted branches" may be severed from the 
plant and, once again, with a few years of care
ful pruning, they will produce beautiful small 
plants. 

The method most commonly used, and the one 
which can produce the 'maximum number of young 
plants genetically identical to, the parent is propa
gation from stem cuttings. While there may be a 
number of different ways to propagating boxwood 
from stem cuttings, the principle is the same. A 
piece of stem from a healthy boxwood is removed 
and treated in such a way as to encourage roots 
to grow so that the cutting can become a self 
sufficient plant. Two major factors stand in the 
way of successfully accomplishing this goal -
dessication or drying out, and decay. It is a normal 
function of the leaves to give off water to the air 
(transpiration). Since the cuttings do not have 
a root system to take in new supplies of water, 
the leaf tissue has a tendency to dry out, event
ually killing the tissue. Therefore, pne of the goals 
of successful propagation is to keep the leaf and 
stem tissue moist and healthy until a new root 
system has developed. The other factor, decay, 
is the result of too much moisture in the rooting 
media or on the cutting. When the cutting is kept 
too wet, it can rot. Therefore, good sanitatiot:l and 
careful control of temperature and humidity are 
important. 

All of this is not as difficult as it mav sound. 
The method which we, have demonstrated at the 
Workshops sponsored by the American Boxwood 
Society is quite simple and can be used by any
one. Supplies are readily available with little or 
no expense. \Ve use a "clear" plastic I-gallon milk 
carton for a container. The top is cut off at a 
height of about 6" and a nail is used to put 3 or 4 
small holes in the bottom to provide drainage. A 
1" layer of gravel is placed in the container fol
lowed by 3 to 4" of rooting media. The media we 
use is a sharp sand, but a 50-50 mixture of sand 
and peat may be substituted, or you might like to 
experiment with other products such as vermi
culite or perilite. 



We use cuttings 6-8" long, removing the leaves 
from the bottom 2" of the stem_ The base of the 
cuttings are dipped into a rooting hormone (for 
example, #2 Hormodine or Rootone) and the cut
tings are stuck into the media to a depth of 1-~ 
to 2"_ After all the cuttings are in the container, 
they are watered in welL 

We then cover the container with a plastic bag 
just large enough to proyide adequate space for 
the cuttings_ Some type of'support should be used 
to hold the plastic bag up off the the cuttings. 
We usually leave the handle of the milk carton 
attached to the bottom to act as a support, but 
two small stakes, such as bamboo or dowel or a 
form made from a coat hanger can be used. 

The covered container call then be set aside 
while the' cuttings begin to root. Absence of mois
ture beads on the plastic may indicate a need fo'r 
additional water. In any case, the bag should be 
removed every 3 to 4 weeks and the moisture 
checked to be sure it is adequately moist. Then 
replace the cover. Set the container in a bright 
location, but never in the sun, since this will cause 
the temperature within to rise creating an "oven" 
environment and killing the cuttings. 

Test the cuttings for root. formation by gently 
pulling them up from the media. Resistance indi
cates root development. When enough roots have 
formed (2 - 4 -months in most cases) the new 
plants can be potted up and placed .in a protected 
location to be "hardened off" for a few weeks be
fore being planted out in the nursery or garden. 
(If t4e young plant is ready at a time when the 
winter season is approaching, it should be J!iven 
a little extra protection the first year. Cover 
plants with straw or leaves or. keep them in a cold 
frame until spring.) 

Timing is somewhat important, although box
wood can be propagated at about any time of the 
year. We have found late summer to be about 
the best. You will also find that all varieties will 
not root with equal ease. Some definitely take 
longer than others. 

As you try your luck propagating boxwood, 
make notes about your methods and include in
formation about the time of year and varieties. 
The Society would be interested in your comments 
about your success. 

Following are a few comments about some of 
our experiences at Blandy. (We do our propagat
ing in the greenhouse, in perlite, with the media 
temperature held at about 70° F_ Humidity is 
controlled by using an .intermittent mist system. 
Our method probably increases nur propagating 
success, but you don't need a "system" like ours 
to propagate boxwood.) 
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- When propagating English boxwood and 
American boxwood a few years ago, we noted 
that the English boxwood rooted about a month 
earlier tnan the American boxwood and cut
tings of both English and American taken in 
February rooted about the same time as those 
which had been taken in October. (Remember, 
the longer the cuttings remain in the media be
fore rooting the more chances they won't sur
vive.) 

- Cuttings of Buxus micTophy!la koreana 
which were "stuck" on August 25, 1977 were 
checked 11 days later. Of 20 cuttings checked, 
at least half showed root development and a 
few could have been potted up. 

- While pruning a few small branches of B. 
s. suffruticosa in mid-August I stuck a few 
pieces into the soiL Twenty-five percent of 
these "cuttings" were rooted the next spring, 
with no special treatment whatsoever. 

- In October of 1977 we received cuttings of 
46 different varieties of boxwood from the U.S. 
National Arboretum. Some varieties were 
ready to pot in 2 - 3 months - other took al
most six months, and still others were potted 
after more than six months in the mist. Al
most a year later there were a few varieties 
which still had not produced a single rooted 
plant. 

"BOXWOOD WORKSHOPS" 

The American Boxwood Society held three 
"Boxwood Workshops" in the fall of 1978. Follow
ing a format similar to the Workshops which were 
held at Blandy in 1976 (2 sessions) and 1977 (1 
session), the participants were exposed to a wealth 
of information about Boxwood including their use 
in the landscape, planting, and proper maintenance. 
Planned by the ABS, the Workshops' success was 
insured by the cooperation of the VPI Extension 
Service, the staff at Gunston Hall, the staff at Col
onial Williamsburg and the College of William and 
Mary, and the folks at Blandy. 



Boxwood Workshop - American Boxwood Society 

Blalldy Experimental Farm - October 10, 1978 

Registrants: 

Gail W. Berrall 
117 N. High St. 
Harrisonburg, Va. 22801 

Jack Brown 
137 S. Catoctin Circle 
Leesburg, Va. 22075 

Mrs. George W. Burton 1<:;> . _ /J "\ 
"Rock Ledge" ~) 
Berryville, Va. 22611 

Edee and Robert E. Callahan 
14810 Springfield Road 
Germantown, Md. 20767 

Mrs. Stuart M. Charlesworth 
"Kintail" 
Upperville, Va. 22176 

Mrs. Thelma Clore 
P.O. Box 2004 
Winchester, Va. 22601 

William Bruce Dingeldein 
Rd #2, Box 354 
Elverson, Pa. 19520 

Mrs. Edward Durell 
"Milton Valley Farm" 
Berryville, Va. 22611 

Bernice E. and LaVerne H. Ewert 
3616 - 24 Street 
Rock Island, Illinois 

James T. Gallagher 
P.O. Box 46 
Port Republic, Va. 22471 

Mrs. Albert R. Gillespie 
151 Woodland Drive 
Staunton, Va.- 24401 

Mrs. Isabella Tyson Gilpin / v.~ 
"Scaleby" l..~ ~-
Boyce, Va. 22620 

Mrs. Nancy Y. Gilpin 
Boyce, Va. 22620 

Pattie Hawkins 
RFD 1, Box 40 
Boyce, Va. 22620 

Mrs. Allen Koman 
211 Roszel Road 
Winchester, Va. 22601 
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Mrs. Madeline Myers 
Fairmont Avenue 
Winchester, Va. 22601 

Dr. W. H. Paine 
Wingate Farm Garth Road 
Charlottesville, Va. 22901 

Mr. Jess Perkinson 
RFD 2, Box 127B 
Berryville, Va. 22611 

M. Ashby Rogers 
Route 1, Box 361 
Hamilton, Va. 22068 

Marilyn P. Rogers 
Route 1, Box 361 
Hamilton, Va. 22068 

Nancy F. Ryan 
Box 184 
Washington, Va. 22747 

Mary C. Staples 
Rt. 1, Box 25 
Berryville, Va. 22611 

Virginia Treviranus 
Waterford, Va. 22190 

Edward E. Van Schaick, Jr. 
121 S. Buckmarsh Street 
Berryville, Va. 22611 

PROGRAM STAFF 

Albert S. Beecher 
Horticulture Department 
VPI & SU 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 

Gary DeOms 
Frederick County Extension Office 
Winchester, Va. 22601 

Thomas E. Ewert 
Director, Blandy Experimental Farm 
Boyce, Virginia 22620 

J ames A. Faiszt 
Horticulture Department 
VPI & SU 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 

Robert C. Lambe 
Patholo!!v Department 
VPI & SU 
Blacksburg, Va. 24060 

Daniel T. Payne 
Clarke County Extension Office 



Fairfax Boxwood Workshop - GUllstOll Hall, Lorton, Va. 

Wayne R. Amos 
1216 Eye Street 
Alexandria, Va. 22307 

Clyde Adkins 

Mr. Richard Azzara 
9507 Wire A venue 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20901 

Mrs. J. J. Ballinger 
9628 Prelude Court 
Vienna, Va. 22180 

Lynn R. Batdorf 
Curator, Boxwood Collection 
U.S. National Arboretum 
Washington, D.C. 

Alan Bartek 
812 N. Monroe Street 
Arlington, Va. 22201 

Mrs. C. H. Broley 
1412 - 34th N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20007 

Mr., Michael A. Brown 
c/o Marland, Rt. 2, Box 129 
The Plains, Va. 22171 

William Campbell 
3219 North First St. 
Arlington, Va. 22201 

Juanita S. Carpenter 
4679 S. 34 Street 
Arlington, Va. 22206 

Mr. Tohmas T. Carter 
c/o Marland, Rt. 2, Box 129 
The Plains, Va. 22171 

Fred Choffrey 
Box 236 
Annandale, Va. 22090 

Ms. Dorothy A. Crutcher 
4679 S .. 34 Street 
Arlington, Va. 22206 

Edee and Robert E. Callahan 
14810 Springfield Road 
Germantown, Maryland 20767 

Mrs. Faye R. Davis 
Dumfries, Va. 

Mrs. Charles Duchess 
1701 Irvin Street 

Vienna, Va. 22180 

Octoher 11, 1978 

Frances G. Dumphy 
2 E Street S.E. 
Washington, D.C. 

James Dayton 
Rt. 2, Box 368 
Spotsylvania, Va. 

Clay Emery 
Box 236 
Annandale, Va. 22090 

Bernice E. and LaVerne H. Ewert 
3616 14 Street 
Rock Island, Illinois 61201 

William Ference 
Box 236 
Annandale, Va. 22090 

Dr. and Mrs. Francis D. Fowler 
4916 Weaver Terrace N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

Mrs. Dayton H. Frost 
10610 Georgetown Pike 
Great Falls, Va. 22066 

Mrs. Eleanor Futch 

A. A. Greenwood 
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6442 Overlook Drive 
Alexandria, Va. 22312 

Maynard Haithcock 
5024 S. 25 Street 
Arlington, Va. 22206 

Douglas Hall 
22 Primrose Street 
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20015 

DeWitt Hamilton 
6601 Old Chesterbrook Road 
McLean, Va. 22101 

Steve Kennelly 
Box 236 
Annandale, Va. 22090 

Dave Kielsgard 
Box 236 
Annandale, Va. 22090 

Mike Kirk 
Box 236 
Annandale, Va. 22090 

Harold and Glade A. Krivoy 
11562 Shadbush Court 
Reston, Va. 22091 



or 
Mrs. A. Slatic Lamond 

7509 Fort Hunt Road 
Alexandria, Va. 22307 

Mary A. Mahns 
6206 Erman Ct. 
Burke, Va. 22015 

Peter A. McLachlan 
9309 Wadsworth Drive 
Bethesda, Maryland 20034 

Ms. Karen Meinzen 
1213 North Danville Street 
Arlington, Va. 22201 

S. Miller 

Dr. and Mrs. J. Frederic Mushinski 
5301 Edgemoor Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

Thomas D. Myers 
Triangle, Va. 22026 

Dean Norton 
Mt. Vernon Ladies Assoc. 
Mt. Vernon, Va. 22121 

Jean M. O'Connell 
6541 Franconia Road 
Springfield, Va. 22150 

Geraldine Pavey 
3181 Woodlane Lane 
Alexandria, Va. 22309 

Murel Petet 
Kin,!!man Bld~. 
Ft. Belvoir, Va. 

Carolyn Piotrowski 
9010 Windflower Lane 
Annandale, Va. 22003 

J. Rockwell 
5445 Southland Avenue 
Alexandria, Va. 22206 

Miriam G. Rabb ~"~ 
Oatlands y 
Leesburg, Va. 22075 

Dr. and Mrs. Gary Richardson 
220 Wardour Drive 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Barbara Ritchey 
10508 William Ferry 
Vienna, Va. 22180 

Kay Ritchey 
10012 E. Constable Ct. 
Fairfax, Va. 22032 

Mrs. Charles H. Seilheimer, Jr. 
Leeton Forest 
Warrenton, Va. 22186 

Marion Morris Smith 
Alexandria, Va. 22314 

Bill Suite 
5015 Newport Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20016 

Christopher C. Tatham 
1933 Pimmit Drive 
Falls Church, Va. 22043 

Carole Tatnall 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Taylor 
19301 Darwestown Road 
Beallsville, Md. 20704 

Charles Thomas 
Oatlands 
Leesburg, Va. 22075 

Mrs. J. N. Thompson 
3517 Surrey Drive 
Alexandria, Va. 22309 

Anne Moncure Wall 
504 Broadway 

Quantico, Va. 22134 

Marvin Moncure Wall 
504 Broadway 
Quantico, Va. 22134 

Robert Webster 
627 F Street N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 

WORKSHOP STAFF 

CaDtain Walter Price (Host) 17)~ 
Gunston Hall ~ 

Albert S. Beecher - Se;vJ' 
Stuart Bunn ~~ 
Thomas E. Ewert 

James Faiszt 

Robert Lambe 

Maj. Waghray 
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James City Boxwood Workshop Participants 

November 1,1978 

Mrs. Martha Armstrong 
512 Newport Avenue 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Mrs. Mildred Barnes 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Norman T. Beal 
108 Main Street 
Newport News, Va. 23601 

Harley R. Beck 
'118 Druid Drive 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Frederick L. Belden 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Ms. B. C. Bethel 
Mr. B. C. Bethel 

8513 Lansdowne Road 
Richmond, Va. 23229 

Mrs. Stephen P. Bredin 
112 Talley Ho Drive 
Charlottesville, Va. 22903 

Virginia Sanford Brian 
Travis Landing 
Lake Travis 
Austin, Texas 

Richard J. Brumback 
106 Pin Oak Road X 
Newport News, Va. 23601 ~ ~ ~e I 

.-.IVI-v -~ 
Mrs. Raymond L. Bryant IJ.I :"_\ ~' Si ~ ~ 

1522 Jamestown Road ~')/'\' \~ 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 .. ~ \t--~ 

Joan Butler 
Scot Butler 

7525 Old Dominion Drive 
McLean, Va. 22102 

Edee Callahan 
Robert E. Callahan 

14810 Springfield Road 
Germantown, Md. 20767 

Mrs. R. Harvey Chappell, Jr. 
4607 Menokin Road 
Richmond, Va. 23225 

Mrs. D. William Conner 
200 Yorkview Road 
Yorktown, Va. 23690 

Barbara C. Cockrell 
Box 116 
Urbanna, Va. 23175 

E. P. Curling, Jr. 
Agriculture Dept. 
300 Cedar Road 
Chesapeake, Va. 23320 

Burke Davis 
Box 502 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

S. Douglas Fleet 
Route 1, Box 379 
Mechanicsville, Va. 23111 

Carolyn W. Fulton 
James A. Fulton, Jr. 

249 E. Queens Drive 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Willard R. Gammon 
122 Chichester Avenue 
Hampton, Va. 23669 

Mrs. Wellford G. Goode 
Wellford G. Goode 
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5311 New Kent Road 
Richmond, Va. 23225 

Shirley Grymulski 
Star Route 634, Box 79 
Barhamsville, Va. 23011 

Edward L. Hall 
Box 15B 
Shacklefords, Va. 23156 

Mrs. Elizabeth A. Hodges 
Col. John Hodges 

608 Pollard Park 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Edgar R. Lafferty III 
and Guest 

King William, Va. 23086 

Kathryn Larson 
Route 1 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Mr. Merlin C. Larson 
Box 2972 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Julia C. Lindquist 
C. A. R. Lindquist 

Box 511 
Mathews, Va. 23109 

Mrs. R. V. MacGillivray 
166 The Maine 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 



Donald Miles Nelson 
P .O. Box 931 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Robert Nelson 
Yorktown, Va. 23690 

-Donald H . Parker 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Billie C. Pearce 
Westover 
Charles City, Va. 23030 

Doris Phillips 
Doug Phillips 

3800 Cedar Grove Road 
Richmond, Va. 23235 

Winifred Ptucha 
Nicholos Ptucha 

Box 353 
Montross, Pa. 22520 

Virginia C. Puller 
James B. Puller, Jr. 

215 Queen Charlotte Road 
Richmond, Va. 23221 

Everett Raynes 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Mrs. Richard Robins 
609 Riverside Drive 
Newport News, Va. 23606 

Mrs. Elmer S . Robertson 
1611 Wilmington Avenue 
Richmond, Va. 23227 

Dorthea A. Robertson 
1611 Wilmington Avenue 
Richmond, Va. 23227 

Mrs. Ward Scull 
29 Shirley Road 
Newport News, Va. 23601 

W. J . Sheehan 
104 Oak Road 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Daisy H . Shutt 
Thomas S. Shutt 

605 Wilson Street 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 27870 

S ~~ · e S 
Mrs. Betsy SkIes 

3036 Randolph Drive 
Raleigh, N. C. 27609 

Clifford E. Skoglund 
705 Tam O'Shanter Blvd. 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 
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Essie Terrell 
Williamsburg, Va. 23185 

Irene S. Traynham 
Dr. Wade L . Traynham 

103 S. Boxwood Street 
Hampton, Va. 23669 

Reba C. Wiatt 
Robert B. Wiatt 

216 Shadywood Drive 
Newport News, Va. 23602 

Rolline E. Woolley 
P .O. Box 3431 
Hampton, Va. 23663 

WORKSHOP STAFF : 

We also would like to express our appreciation 
for the time and talents of the following people 
who helped to make the workshop a success: Pro
fessor Albert S. Beecher, M. W. Bryant, Mr. Elst
rodt, Tom Ewert, Dick Mahone, and Dr. Bernice 
Speese and Bob McCartney. 

Photo: Tom Ewert 
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Pruning 

Mature 
Will Strengthen 

Boxwood Plants 
By Tom Stevenson 

The poor condition of much of the boxwood in 
Virginia is due to a lack of thinning over the years, 
according to Albert S. Beecher, extension horticul
turist at Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

To grow healthy, strong boxwood, it is important 
to know how to prune it, he said. The center portion 
must receive air and light, or it will die back and 
t~e stems will become weak. 

Once a year boxwood should be thinned by re
moving with pruning shears some of the branches 
in the upper portion of the plant. Height can be con
trolled by shortening the branches in the upper 
portion. A plant thinned properly over the years has 
green leaves all the way up the stem. 

The thinning can be done any time the weather 
is suitable for working outdoors, and is one of the 
major factors in growing healthy boxwood Other
wise, stems will be weak and more susceptible to 
breakage by snow and ice. Boxwood clipped year 
after year to control size or shape, but not thinned, 
will eventually be ·weakened. 

Neglected boxwood which have not been thinned 
for several years can often be reiuvenated bv thin
ning and cutting back a good deal of the top Drastic 
. cutting back of plants in a weakened condition be
cause of winter injury is beneficial. Heavy pruning 
should be done in early spring. 

Many boxwood die because they are improperly 
planted. Mistakes in planting and after·care which 
may cause plants to weaken or die are: 

1. Planting too deep. 

2. Planting large balled and burlapped plants on 
filled soil which allows the plant to settle. 

3. Failure to cut back some top growth of non
nursery grown plants that have not been root
pruned to reduce top .f!rowth. This compensates 
for damage done to the root system in trans
planting. 

4. Fertilizer coming in contact with roots. 

5. Failure to water sufficiently during the year 
after planting. 

6. Overwatering poorly drained soil or soil where 
large amounts of peat or manure are used with 
filled soil. 

7. Failure to mulch. 

8. Excessive mulching. 

Boxwood grows in full sunlight and will survive 
in heavy shade if it is planted in a suitable soil and 
proper cultural practices are followed. 

A void planting boxwood in soils that remain too 
wet, tend to bake or crack or are too heavy Soil 
filled from the cellar excavation is often not suitable 
for boxwood, especially if there is only a light layer 
of topsoil. 

Boxwood planted in full sun light in a soU that 
does not hold sufficient moisture during dry and 
windy periods in late faU or winter may have its 
foliage injured. On plants located where they are 
exposed to the morning sun in winter, leaves may 
turn reddish-brown or yellow because they are sub
ject to rapid thawing. 

The ideal soil is fairly stiff clay, well supplied 
with organic material. Light friable· soil generally 
doesn't have a sufficient" moisture holding capacity, 
and too heavy clay tends to bake or crack or lacks 
good drainage . 

Boxwood are rather indifferent to soil pH. If suf
ficient humus is present and the texture is suitable, 
boxwood plants will grow in an acid, neutral, or 
alkaline soil. 

I t is not necessary to fertilize boxwood growing 
in suitable soil with sufficient organic matter every 
year. Appearance is a good indication as to wheather' 
plant food is needed If plants not recently fed have 
off-color foilage and weak stems they need fertilizer. 

For established plants needing fertilizer, mix 6-
10·4 with equal parts of rotted sawdust or peat moss 
and place in holes drilled at the outer foliage line. 
Depending on the size of the plant, holes vary from 
8 to 15 inches deep Placing the fertilizer in holes 
encourages the roots to be deep feeders. 

Reprinted by permission from The 
Washington Post of Saturday, May 21, 
1966. 
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ABS SPRING BOARD MEETING 
March 21. 1979 

MINUTES 

The Board of Directors' Meeting of the Ameri
can Boxwood Society was held March 21, 1979, at 
the Blandy Experimental Farm. Officers and 
Directors in attendance included Prof. A. S. 
Beecher, Mr. Mahone, Dr. Speese, Mrs. Ewert, Dr. 
and Mrs. Skinner, Mr. Eaton, Mr. Hallowell, Mrs. 
Dick, and Mr. Ewert. 

The meeting was called to order in the dining 
room at 1) a,m. by Professor Beecher who thanked 
l'4rs. Kirby for coming in to take the minutes and 
the other board members for coming. He then 
made the following comments concerning the ab
sence of some members: Mrs. Dick was delayed 
due to the birth of a grandson but was expected 
to arrive later; Dr. Singleton was ill, Mr. Harrison 
Symmes was unable to be present because of a 
conflict with his own Board meeting, and Mrs. 
Jones' job made it impossible for her to be here. 

Mrs. Ewert was asked to make the Treasurer's 
Report, and gave a detailed account of receipts 
and disbursements. (A copy of the report will 
appear at the end of these minutes.) There were 
questions concerning the number of life members 
and how the money from these memberships was 
deposited. Mrs. Ewert indic~ted there were 40 
life members, but two deaths recently reduced the 
number to 38. Dr. Skinner moved that the Treas
urer's 'Report be accepted as read. The motion was 
seconded, and passed by voice vote. 

Professor Beecher called for corections or addi
tions to the Minutes of the Board Meeting of 
October 8, 1978, as published in the January 1979 
BOXWOOD BULLETIN. There being none, a 
motion was made and seconded, and the Minutes 
were approved as published. 

Concerning the Annual Meeting, Prof. Beecher 
noted that the date had been changed from the 
second Wednesday in May to the third Wednesday 
in May (May 16). He said 'he had contacted sev
eral members of the Board to see if that was all 
right before setting May 16 as the day for the 
annual meeting. As a proposal for this year's meet
ing, it is being recommended that a registration 
fee of $5 will be charged, which will include a 
lunch. Those who want to bring their own lunch 
will be charged a registration fee of $2. This will 
help take care of any expenses for coffee, plus 
the planned visit to a historical home in Win
cnester, Abram's Delight. This registration fee 
will enable the Society to make a contribution to 
Abram's Delight and also derive a little something 
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for the Soci~ty besides. In. previous years the 
coffee has been donated by Blandy and Dr. Runk 
of the University of Virginia provided the donuts 
for the hospitality table. The program tentatively 
would begin with a tour of the memorial garden 
at 9: 30, coffee at 10: 30, the business meeting to 
begin at 11 :00, adjourn~nt at 12 Noon for lunch. 
and reconvene at 1: 15 for the educational pro
gram. There will be a slide presentation of the 
1978 Boxwood Tour and Mr. Hallowell was asked 
to emcee .this program since he is familier with all 
of the places visited, and he agreed to do so. It 
was suggested that perhaps Professor Faiszt who 
spoke at some of the workshops be asked to give 
a similar talk at the Anunual Meeting. Perhaps 
a Question and Answer period could follow which 
would . present an opportunity for some of the
folks to take part. Selection of a panel to answer 
questions was also. discussed. The meeting would 
conclude about 3: 30 with a post meeting tour of 
Abram's Delight. 

Professor . Beecher stated that the Planning 
Committee might want to consider having a get 
together for the people .coming from a distance 
on the evening before the Annual Meeting to show 
slides and have punch and refreshments. This 
would help give members a' chance to get to know 
other members. 

The idea of extending an invitation to the 
graduate student who worked on the research pro
ject at the University of Maryland to appear on 
the program and give a report of his findings was 
broached, but not concluded. A number of ques
tions arose. Mr. Mahone wanted to know what the 
feeling was on charging $5 for registration at the 
meeting? What would be a suitable contribution 
to Abram's Delight? Mrs. Ewert said that because 
some members of the Society have helped with 
boxwood problems there and .others had acted as 
hostesses, she recommended $25 as an appropriate 
donation. 

Luncheon plans for the Annual Meeting were 
discussed and whether or not it would be feasible 
to provide lunch for those desiring it. The con
sensus was that providing lunch was preferable. 
It was also decided that people should have the 
option of ordering lunch or bringing their own 
lunch. 

Mrs. Ewert was asked to comment on the Fall 
Tour at the Annual Meeting and she readily agreed 
to do so. She said no concrete plans had been 
formulated for a ·1979 Fall Tour, but she would 



be glad to go ahead with plans since the exper
ience gained from .last year's trip was invaluable, 
and several persons had already expressed a de
sire to help this year. She felt that a tour of the 
Eastern Shore of Maryland where there were some 
nice gardens, would be of interest. Members of 
the Board were asked for ideas of places of 
interest. he felt members would be interested in 
architecture as well as in gardens. Dr. Skinner 
has a friend in Largo, Md., who might be a source 
of information concerning the Fall Tour. It was 
suggested that it might be preferable to plan for 
a Fall Tour when the weather is still good, and on 
a weekend. Prof. Beecher asked the Board their 
feelings about authorizing travel expenses for Mr. 
& Mrs. Ewert (lodg!ng an~ meals) to make an ad
vance trip to arrange for· the tour. The motion was 
made by Mr. Eaton that lodging and mileage be 
paid by the Society. There being no objections, 
they were authorized to proceed on that basis. 

Proceeding to another subject, Prof. Beecher 
said he had received invitations to hold workshops 
at two different locations in the coming year. 
Miriam Rabb invited the group to meet at Oatlands 
and offered the Carriage House and Grounds for 
a day in June. The other invitation was received 
to hold a workshop at Stratford near Fredericks
})urg. In response to the invitation to Stratford 
it was noted that there would be a charge of $1.50 
for touring the plantation, and they would provide 
alunch of traditional plantation fare (a menu was 
read) for a total cost of $7.00. Dr. Beecher pro
posed that since the Extension Service had co
sponsored last year's workshops, they would send 
{)Ut letters and get further information. Tom 
Ewert reporte~ .that Stuart Bunn of the Fairfax 
Extension Service had extended an invitation to 
hold a workshop in his area, and Tom also would 
like to sponsor a workshop at Blandy. The ques
tion was raised whether the Board felt that two 
workshops would be appropriate and if the group 
is in favor of more than two per year. Mr. Ewert 
inquired as to how much the Extension Services 
could be involved. It was felt that last year's 
workshops were well attended. The Board favored 
holding only two workshops. Dr. Skinner inquired 
if there was a charge for the use of Oatlands. Prof. 
Beecher read the letters of invitation and noted 
that Mrs. Rabb said they would expect to make no 
charge. Also, the meeting dates at Stratford were 
listed for June or in the fall of" the year. Mr. 
Ewert gave an account of the profits from last 
year's workshops ana stated that most persons 
attending the workshops were ABS members. 

Mr. Hallowell inquired if membership brochures 
were made available at meetings. A revision of the 
present brochures was discussed as to cost, etc. Mr. 
Ewert suggested that since Harrison Symmes is 
P_rogram Chairman there should be some input 
into the leaflet by him since it ties iiI with his 
committee. Dr. Skinner wondered if brochures 
could be made available at Mount Vernon for 
visitors. 

Mrs. Ewert reported that she had received 
questionnaires from the copyright office, and want
ed to know if it is necessary to have each copy of 
the BOXWOOD BULLETIN copyrighted since the 

cost is now $6.00 for each issue. Since permission 
always has been granted to anyone sending a re
quest to use material from the Bulletin, it was felt 
that future copyrights were unnecessary. 

Professor Beecher thought this would be an 
appropriate interval for the Editor's Report. Mrs. 
Dick said that she needs material and more mater
ial, and the biggest need was to have members hunt 
for material. She had not received any replies to 
17 letters sent out requesting articles for reprint
ing. For the forthcoming Bulletin she would be 
supplied the Program for the Annual Meeting, and 
possible abstracts of articles already published. 
For future publication in later issues it is hoped to 
include an article on Longwood Gardens, ice dam
age story, and articles in layman's language about 
boxwood chromosomes written by Dr. Speese, who 
indicated she had some ideas for the articles. Pro
fessor Beecher expressed thanks to the Editor for 
the fine work she is doing. 

Professor Beecher read a letter from Henry 
Whiting expressing appreciation for the article in 
the BOXWOOD BULLETIN concerning his mother. 
Also a letter was read from the Handley librarian 
expressing appreciation for donations to the book 
fund in memory of Mrs. Whiting, and telling of 
plans to establish a small boxw09d garden on the 
lIandley Library grounds in memory of Helen 
Whiting. 
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Dr. Speese reported that she wanted to get 
forms made for the registration of boxwood and if 
there was no objection to the one used in the 
Bulletin she would like to use that format. Also, 
she would need herbarium labels if the Society 
was going to have a Boxwood Society Herbarium
and how the labels should read. A discussion en
sued as to what should be put on the labels, where 
the herbarium would be. housed (it is now at Wil
liamsburg), the importance· of getting specimens, 
whether or not any expense would be incurred, 
and other aspects pertinent to registering plants. 
Dr. Speese's second question concerned the registra
tion: of boxwood plants and disbursement of three 
specimens of each plant (1st plant to Blandy; 2nd 
plant. to National Arboretum, and 3rd plant to 
Arnold Arboretum.). She also asked if the Society 
would like to register Dr. Baldwin's selected culti
vars. She would like one named for Mr. Henry 
Hohman and had talked with Mrs. Hohman about 
it. Mrs. Hohman was very pleased with the idea 
and would be very happy to have the plant named 
for Mr. Hohman. Dr. Speese mentioned that Mr. 
Clements of Ontari.o, Canada, had about 30 of Mr. 
Hohman's plants and they thrive very well there. 
Mr. Hallowwell suggested that a series of registra
tions be carried in the BOXWOOD BULLETIN 
along with their stories. It was thought that it 
might be best to register the plants first and then 
publish the story. Dr. Speese won't do anything 
until after the next International Registration 
Meeting. The group agreed that she should go 
ahead and register plants under the name of 
"American Boxwood Society." 

The meeting adjourned for lunnch at 12:30 p.m. 
Just before reconvening at 2 p.m. the group 



sang "Happy Birthday" to Tom Hallowell and the 
birthday cake was served by Mrs. Ewert. 

Prof. Beecher reported that Ralph . Singleton 
would be unable to chair the Nominating Commit
tee and asked Mrs. Ewert to select a committee. 

The Research Committee reported that it re
commends that the Society needs to get behind and 
support research work. Mr. Eaton felt that de
cisions of what should be funded should not be 
up to the Committee, but that the Committee 
should make recommendations to the Board. The 
Finance Commitee should say to the Board whether 
or not there is adequate money to finance projects. 
It was felt that the membership should be in
volved. Dr. Skinner inquired as to what areas the 
Society should branch out in-tours, research, or 
other? And what direction the Society should take 
with boxwood research? The amount of research 
financed in previous years was discussed, and Mr. 
Eaton felt he would not recommend any research 
without the consent of the membership. Mr. Hallo
well felt that the Society should get more people 
acquainted with boxwood and the Boxwood Society. 
Mr. Mahone suggested research on the proper culti
vation of boxwood and thought the Maryland re
search paper should be completed. Dr. Skinner 
questioned whether VPI could take on any re
search, and Prof. Beecher said the Horticulture 
Department there is trying to find other plants 
that look like boxwood - and indicatd some sort 
of support was recommended. ABS wasn't ready 
to respond until the Finance Committee makes a 
study of the situation before recommending other 
support. The Maryland student who was involved 
in the' nutrition studies has returned to work on 
the project and it is hoped he can attend the An
nual Meeting and report on the research done. 
The Maryland research seems to be important, 
since it concerns the health of plants. 

In the coming issue of the BOXWOOD BUL
LETIN there will be an abstract of the recommend
ations of the VPI. task force which studied box
wood. Dr. Skinner said that various pathogens af
fecting box are known, but not the cure. If we 
know the main cultural conditions for each kind 
of boxwood, it might be possible to make recom
mendatio?s. He said that research objectives of 
the Society should be a topic for discussion at the 
annual meeting-with input from the, membership. 

Dr. Skinner wanted to know if any new mem
bers were obtained as the result of our exhibit in 
this year's Washington, D. C. Flower Show. At 
this time it was not possible to determine if new 
members had been generated by the exhibit. Let
ters had been -sent out asking for help in manning 
the booth and the response had been low, however, 
the ABS/Blandy exhibit was thought outstanding, 
especially the topiary. 

The Membership Committee talked of people 
who have opened their gardens for Garden Week 
but who are not members of the Society. It was 
noted that many libraries don't have copies of the 
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BOXWOOD BULLETIN, and that perhaps some
members could be urged to donate copies of the
Bulletin to these libraries. 

The April issue of the Bulletin should include
notice to the membership regarding dues, and it 
was agreed that preaddressed envelopes should be 
enclosed in the April issue. 

Dr. Skinner suggested that a boxwood ad in 
leading horticulture magazines might serve as a 
way to secure new members, and these ads are 
relatively inexpenive. Also, it was thought that a 
story on boxwood in a major magazine, written 
by someone in the Society, might bring in new 
members. Another suggestion was to use some of 
the best articles from previous issues of the Bul
letin to submit to magazines. 

The President thanked everyone for attending 
the meeting and hoped to see them on May 16, 
and that he would accept a motion for adjourn
ment. 

The meeting concluded at 3 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Anna Kirby, 
Acting Secretary 

SECRETARY'S REPORT TO THE SPRING 
BOARD MEETING OF THE AMERICAN 
BOXWOOD SOCIETY, MARCH 21, 1979 

During this past Fall and Winter the on going 
activities have been as follows: Boxwood Work
shops at Blandy Experimental Farm, with 26 
participants on October 10th, Gunston Hall Work
shop in Fairfax on October 11th with 64 partici
pating and· 63 members taking part in a workshop 
in Williamsburg with the James City Extension 
Office on November 1, 1978. 

March 2 through March 7, 1979 the American 
Boxwood Society was represented at "The Flower 
and Garden Show of the Nations Capital" at the 
Washington D.C. Armory/Starplex. The exhibit 
was designed, constructed and staged with the co
operation of Blandy Experimental Farm under the 
direction of Tom Ewert. ABS members who volun
teered to host the exhibit were Mrs. Henry T. 
Skinner and Mr. A. A. Greenwood. A special thanks 
is extended for their kindness and co-operation. 

Recently members of the Greenway Garden, 
Club of Millwood, Va. held a meeting at the ABS 
headquarters. On behalf of the ABS Tom Ewert 
spoke to the group on cultural care and propaga
tion of boxwood. 

Since October 1978, 29 new members have been 
added to the membership roster and 2 new life 
members. Applications and brochures since October, 
1978 have been mailed to 51 perspective members. 

Preparations are underway for a Fall Garden 
Tour to the Eastern Shore under the Chairmanship 
of Kay Ewert and committee. All plans will be
finalized and published in the July 1979 bulletin. 



Plans have been made for a post tour to Abrams 
Delight on May 16, 1979. The hospitality committee 
is hard at work preparing for a special day for all 
those that attend the annual meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Executive Staff 
Linda G. Jones 
Kathryn M. Ewert 

AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

Treasurer's Report - Spring Board Meeting 

March 21 , 1979 

Checking Account Balance--Oct. 3, 1978 $2,918.02 
Receipts 

Memberships _______________________ 499.00 
Bulletin Sales ______________________ 100.50 
Gifts and Donations ________________ 105.00 
Workshops 

Blandy-Oct. 10, 1978 _____________ 130.00 
Fairfax-Oct. 11 , 1978 ____________ 376.00 
James City- Nov. 1, 1978 _________ 309.00 

Reimbursement of reserve stamp 
account __________________________ 16.89 

Reimbursement of Flower Show 
tickets ___________________________ 20.00 

1,556.39 
Total Funds Accountable --________ ____ $4,474.41 

Disbursements 
The Boxwood Bulletin 

Printing ________________________ _ 
Cuts and Layouts ________________ _ 
Mailing _________________________ _ 

Stamps ___________________________ _ 
Telephone _________________________ _ 
Office Supplies ____________________ _ 
Delinquent Letter Printing _________ _ 
Workshops 

560.00 
110.00 
80.00 

750.0-0 
78.07 
41.26 

109.19 
14.04 

Blandy-Oct. 10, 1978 ____________ 76.53 
Fairfax- Oct. 11, 1978 ____________ 307.88 
James City- Nov. 1, 1978 _________ 215.69 

Flower Show, Washington, D.C. 
Complimentary ticket 10@$2. ____ _ 
Exhibit- Grass sod _______________ _ 
Exhibit- Building materials _______ _ 

Executive Secretary ________________ _ 
Executive Treasurer _______________ _ 
Memorial Donations 

20.00 
12.25 
87.75 

120.00 
12.00 

246.00 

Mrs. Helen Whiting _______________ 25.00 
Total Expenditures -----------_________ $1 ,995.66 

Balance in Checking Account 
March 20, 1979 --------______________ $2,478.75 

Savings Account ______________________ 2.267.43 
Certificate of deposit __________________ 4,221.47 
Total Assets-March 20, 1978 ___________ $8,967.65 
All accounts are deposited in the Farmers and Mer
chants National Bank, Berryville, Va. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Kathryn M. Ewert 
Treasurer, ABS 
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WASHINGTON FLOWER SHOW EXHIBIT 
Thomas Ewert 

Through our horticultural associates in the 
Washington area, we learned of the plans for the 
1979 Flower Show which was held in the D. C. 
Armory Starplex from March 2 through 7. Thanks 
to the iniative of Mr. Robert Haehle, Director of 
Brookside Gardens in Wheaton, Maryland, we were 
invited to participate. 

The American Boxwood Society was assigned 
a 10'x10 ' exhibit area and the staff at Blandy went 
to work constructing an appropriate display. We 
decided on a swift design which would emphasize 
the importance of boxwood. We built three 7 1h'x 
21h' white lattice panels which we stacked to form 
a background for the garden and provide us with 
a place to display some pictures to give basic in
formation about the Society and Blandy. 

A frame was built which supported 35 square 
feet of sod and 40 square feet of brick walk. The 
right side and part of the back was bordered with 
an 18" wide boxwood hedge 36" high. The 
hedge was constructed of chicken wire on a wooden 
frame, stuffed with pieces of boXwood. We were 
pleased with the final result, and I don't think most 
people realized the hedge was not a living box
wood hedge. 

A topiary peacock was similarly constructed. 
Styled after the beautiful topiaries which were a 
part of Admiral Phillips wonderful gardens at 
Heronwood, the result was satisfactory, although 
I thought we lost some of the effect due to the 
scale with which we were working. 

It is hard to evaluate the effectiveness of an 
exhibit such as this. I am convinced, however, that 
any effort the Society can put forth to familiarize 
itself with the public will be beneficial to it. 

Photo: Tom Ewert 

Exhibit - Washington Flower Show 



MORE BOXWOOD WORKSHOPS PLANNED 

Boxwood Workshops are being scheduled by 
the American Boxwood Society for its members 
and the general public for Oatlands which is near 
Leesburg, Virginia for June 15, 1979 and for Strat
lord Hall located in Westmoreland County of Vir
ginia on June 14, 1979. Stratford Hall is near 
Fredericksburg. 

In addition to the workshop program that is 
being arranged, there will be a guided tour of the 
house and grounds at Oatlands and Stratford Hall. 
Both homes have extensive boxwood plantings. 

Oatlands: Built in 1800-1803 and embellished 
over the next two decades, this monumental stuc
coed mansion, together with its numerous out
buildings and formal gardens, ranks among the 
most elaborate Fed~ral County estates in America. 
The property was developed by George Carter, 
great-grandson of Robert "King" Carter, and is 
now owned by the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation. It is also on the Virginia Landmarks 
Register. In the formal gardens there is a fine 
collection of boxwood. 

Stratford Hall: Stratford was the birthplace of 
Richard Henry Lee and Francis Lightfoot Lee -
both signers of the Declaration of Independence -
as well as of Robert E. Lee. With its raised princi
pal floor, H-shaped plan, clusters of chimneys, and 
great halls, Stratford is one of Virginia's most 
striking colonial mansions. At Stratford there are 
extensive boxwood plantings. This home is on the 
Virginia Landmarks Register. 

These workshops are again being sponsored by 
the American Boxwood Society in cooperation with 
the Department of Horticulture at Virginia Poly
technic Institute and State University at Blacks
burg, Virginia. Prof. James A. Faiszt is the co
ordinator for the Department of Horticulture and 
is working closely with the Extension Agents, 
William J. Brown and Nicholas P. Ptucha who are 
respectively the Extension agents for Loudoun and 
Westmoreland counties. These gentlemen are also 
working with the Educational Committee of the 
American Boxwood Society to help arrange the 
details for these workshops. We are also indebted 
to Ms. Miriam Rabb, Oatlands Administrator for 
providing the opportunity for us to hold the work
shopsshops at Oatlands. Ms. Barbara Weston is 
helping to handle the arrangements for the Robert 
E. Lee Memorial Foundation at Stratford. 

Boxwood Workshops sponsored by the Ameri
can Boxwood Society in recent years have been 
well received by the membership, and the general 
p_ublic. In 1978 the Blandy Workshop, the Fairfax 
Workshop and the James City Workshops, were 
well attended. In 1977 workshops were held at 
Blandy and at the National Arboretum in Wash
ington, D.C. In 1976 workshops were held at 
Blandy. 
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In the fall a workshop is being considered for 
tDe Martinsville, Virginia area. If you would like 
to help arrange a workshop for your area for this 
fall, or in 1980, contact your American Boxwood 
Society President, Mr. Albert S. Beecher, Ameri
can Boxwood Society, Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 
22620. 

Program details for the coming workshops at 
Oatlands and Stratford Hall were not available 
when The Boxwood Bulletin went to press. Pro
grams will be available at the annual meeting. 
Virginia members of the American Boxwood So
ciety will be able to pick up program flyers at the 
Cooperative Extension Offices throughout Virginia. 
Non Virginia residents interested in a program 
flyer can obtain a copy by contacting the American 
Boxwood Society, Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620. 

AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY'S BOOKS 

Gift from Admiral Neill Phillips 

Gardens and People 
By: Fletcher Steele 

Plants of Colonial Days 
By: Raymond L. Taylor 

British Garden Flowers 
By: Raymond L. Taylor 

Her Garden was Her Delight 
By: Buckner Hollingsworth 

The Trees of Northeastern America 
By: Charles S. Newhall 

New Complete Book of Gardens 
By: Editors of House and Garden 

Garden Soils 
By: Arthur B. Beaumont, PH.D. 

Men and Gardens 
By: Nan Fairbrother 

Fifty Blooming Years 
By: Marjorie Battles and Catherine Dickey 

Garden Plants in Japan 
By: Fumio Kitamura and Yurio Ishizu 

The Plant World 
By: Harry J. Fuller 

Anyone Can Grow Roses 
By: Cynthia Westcott 



Homes and Gardens in Old Virginia 
By: Susanne Massie and Frances Christian 

Ferns 
By: Campbell E. Waters 

A Field Guide to Wildflowers 
By: Roger Tory Peterson, & Margaret McKenny 

A Field Guide to Trees and Shrubs 
By: George A. Petrides 

Color in the Garden 
By: Norman Taylor 

Alpines in Colour and Cultivation 
By: T. C. Mansfield 

Lawns 
By: John D. Bernard 

Annuals 
By: Ann Roe Robbins 

Vegetables . 
By: Jack M. Swartout 

The New Garden Encyclopedia 
By: E. L. D. Seymour 

TuIipomania 
By: Wilfrid Blunt 

A Field Guide to Rocky Mountain Wildflowers 
By: John J. Craighead, Frank C. Craighead, Jr. 

Calendar of Flowering at Longwood Gardens 
By: John H. Marx, Donald G. Huttleston and 
Walter H. Hodge 

A Treasury of English Wild Life 
By: W. F. Turner 

Italian Gardens, 2 bks, 1 hardbound, 1 paperbound 
By: Georgina Masson 

English Farming 
By: Sir E. John Russell 

Talking Leaves 
By: Julius King 

The Tropical Garden 
By: Loraine E: Kuck and Richard C. Tongg 

Little Gardens 
By: Charles M. Skinner 

Our Northern Shrubs 
By Harriet L. Keeler 

Green Enchantment 
By: Rosetta E. Clarkson 

Garden Guide 
By: A. T. DeLa Mare 

A Woman's Hardy Garden 
By: Helena Rutherfurd Ely 

and Ray J. Davis The Book of Shrubs 

An Australian Wild Flower Book 
By: Charles Barrett 

Wild Flower Guide 
By: Edgar T. Wherry 

Plant Lite of the Pacific World 
By: Elmer D. Merrill 

An Introduction to Wild Flowers 
By: .John Kieran 

Lillies in Their Homes 
.By: Alice Constable Maxwell 

Plants of Yellowstone National Park 
By: W. B. McDougall and Herma A. Baggley 
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By: AHren Carl Hottes 

Enioy Your House Plants 
By: Dorothy Jenkins 

Common Wild Flowers 
By: John Hutchinson 

Uncommon Wild Flowers 
By: John Hutchinson 

How to know the Trees 
By: H. E. Jaques 

Tropical Wild Flowers 
By: V. E. Graham 



Roses of Yesterday and Today 
By: Dorothy Stemler 

Some Useful and Ornamental Plants of the Carib
bean Gardens 

By: Julia F. Morton 

Beatrix Jones and Her Gardens 
Wild Flowers in Britain 

By: Geoffrey Grigson 

Azaleas and Camellias 
By: H. Harold Hume 

Les Beaux Fruits de France 
By: Georges Delbard 

ardens 
By: Miles Hadfield 

The Villa Taranto 
By: Neil McEacharn 

The Story of Boxwood 
By: Clara S. McCarty 

Roses in Colour and Cultivation 
By: T. C. Mansfield 

The Gardens of Williamsburg 
By: The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation 

Addisonia, Vol. 24, No.1 
By: The New York Botanical Garden 

Weeds of the Southern United States 
By: Extension Division, and Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute 

Landscape Architecture, July 1964 
By: ASLA 

The Bosschaert Dynasty 
By: L. J. Bol 

Roses of the World in Color 
By: J. Horace McFarland, L. H. D. 

Annotated List of the Plants Growing Naturally at 
the National Arboretum 

By: Oliver M. Freeman 

Roses Illustrated and How to Grow Them 
By: Morrie L. Sharp and Dean Collins 

Enjoying Americas Gardens 
By : Joan Parry Dutton 

It is Easy to Grow Herbs 
By: Gertrude B. Foster 

Organic Merry-Go-Round, Organic Trip to England 
By: J. 1. Rodale 

Great Smoky Mountains Wildflowers 
By: Carlos C. Campbell, William F. Hutson, Her
shal L. Macon and Aaron J. Sharp 

Forest Trees of Virginia 
By: Department of Conservation and Develop
ment 

Flower Finder 
By: May Theilgaard Watts 

Master Tree Finder 
By: May Theilgaard Watts 

Tropical Blossoms of the Caribbean 
By: Dorothy and Bob Hargreaves 

500 Common Garden Mistakes Corrected 
By: The American Garden Guild, Inc. 

How to Know the Wild Flowers 
By: Alfred Stefferud 

The following 7 issues are from the Brooklyn 
Botanic aGrden Record 

A Handbook on Annuals, Vol. 30, No.2 
Weed Control in the Home Garden, Vol. 31, No.2 

Gardening Guide, Vol. 32, No.1 

Bonsai for Indoors, Vol. 32, No.3 

The Environment and The Home Gardener, Vol. 
33, No.1 

Nursery Source Guide, Vol. 33, No.2 

Small Gardens For Small Spaces, Vol 33, No.3 

The Mount Vernon Gardens 
By: Robert B. Fisher 

How to Control Garden Pests without killing al
most everything else. 

By: Helga and William Olkowski 

Flowers that Bloom in the Spring 
By: Virginia Eifert 

Trees and Flowering Shrubs of Yellowstone and 
Grand Teton National Parks 

By: Richard J. Shaw 

101 Wildflowers of Shenandoah National Park 
By: Grant and Wenonah Sharpe 

Humor and Humus 
By: Garden Club of Wilmington 

Handbook of Florida Flowers 
By: Lucille Procter 

The Peonies 
By: . John C. Wister 

Plus a scrap book of Horticultural items collected 
by Admiral Phillips. 
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BOXWOOD TASK FORCE 

In the summer of 1978, Dr. James R. Nichols, 
Dean, College of Agriculture and Life Sciences, 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State Univer
sity, Blacksburg, Virginia, appointed a Boxwood 
Task Force and charged them with the responsibil
ity of studying the boxwood decline situation with 
English boxwood, and to prepare recommendations 
for future action. The task force was composed of 
Dr. C. L. McCombs, who served as chairman, Prof. 
Albert S. Beecher, Dr. Robert C. Lambe, and Dr. 
Wirt H. Wills all from VPI & SU along with Mr. 
Richard D. Mahone, Director of Landscape, Colon
ial Williamsburg Foundation, Williamsburg. Vir
ginia, and Dr. George C. Papavisas, Chief Soil 
borne Disease Laboratory, Plant Protection Insti
tute, USDA, Beltsville, Maryland The latter two 
served as special consultants. In addition Dr. P. 
Howard Massey, Jr., Associate Dean, College of 
Agriculture and Life Sciences, VPI & SU served 
as a coordinator between the Task Force Commit
tee and Dean James R. Nichols. 

In the late spring the Task Force Committee 
visited several nurseries and gardens in Central 
Vir,ginia and Northern Virginia where boxwood 
decline has been observed. Independent reports 
were prepared by the consultants Mr. Richard D. 
Mahone and Dr. George C. Papavisas, and on the 
basis of these reports the Boxwood Task Force 
Committee prepared a report dated September 
18th. 

The Boxwood Task Force Report is now being 
studied by the American Boxwood Society Re
search Committee headed by Dr. Henry T. Skinner 
and Mr. Alden R. Eaton to ascertain what future 
role the American Boxwood Society should play 
in helping to support the recommendations sub
mitted to Dean James R. Nichols. The research 
committee wants the membership to help formu
late any future plans for supporting boxwood re
~earch. 

The specific recommendations made by the 
Boxwood Task Force Committee are: 

1. Tests currently being conducted with the 
pathogens associated with the disorder be 
continued by Plant Pathology and Physiol
ogy. This would include the activities in 
soils where plants have died or show a high 
incidence of infection. 

2. Cooperative work with Horticulture be 
initiated in the search for suitable replace
ment species. 

3. That the Horticulture Department initiate 
studies to obtain information on optimum 
conditions for the culture of English box
wood. These would include soil types and 
characteristics, soilless or mixed media, fer
tility levels, pruning practices and the in
fluence of stress periods upon the plant. 

4. Current total research needs are such that 
additional faculty ·positions with major 
responsibility to work on boxwood decline 
are not being requested at this time; how
ever, funding for graduate student research 
in each department to carryon the re
search under the direction of current facul
ty members is highly recommended. 

As a member of the American Boxwood Society 
you are invited to review these recommendations, 
and are urged to advise the American Boxwood 
Research Committee headed by Dr. Henry T. 
Skinner and Mr. AJden R. Eaton as to where you 
feel the Society should place their priorties in 
helping to support boxwood research. You can 
write direct to Dr. Henry T. Skinner, 2817 Bos
worth Lane, Maryland 20715 or to Mr. Alden R. 
Eaton, Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Wil
liams-burg, VA 23185 or see them at the Annual 
Meeting on May 16th. 

Experimental Fungicide Subdue® 
Controls Root Rot of English and 

American Boxwood 

R. C. Lambe, W. H. Wills & L. A. Bower* 

Root rot caused by Phytophthora parasitica is 
the major disease of English and American Box
wood in Eastern and Southern Virginia. Both nur
sery ~rown and landscape plants are killed parti
cularly during seasons when rainfall is abundant 
and boxwood are planted in locations where drain
age is poor. There are no chemicals presently sold 
that are safe and effective for treatment of box
wood either to protect against infection or cure 
disease plants. 

A new experimental fungicide called Subdue® 
by the Ciba-Geigy Corp. was provided recently for 
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testing against Phytophthora root rot. During the 
past 6 months we have consistently obtained en
couraging results with this fungicide as a protect
ant on both English and American Boxwood. How
ever, the fungicide has not yet been registered for 
ornamentals, but the manufacturer has been very 
enthusiastic about securing registration. 

* Associate Professor, Professor and Graduate Stu
dent, Department of Plant Pathology and Physio
logy, VPI & SU, Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 



Additional Information For Annual Meeting: 
REGISTRATION FEE: 

A $2.00 registration fee will be charged to help 
defray costs of the coffee hour, garden tour and 
other incidental expenses of the annual meeting. 
Advance registrations by mail will be appreciated. 

Tuesday Evening Get-Together: Since some of 
the members will be arriving late Tuesday after
noon and will be spending the night in the Win
chester area, the American Boxwood Society is 
planning this year a special informal program at 
7: 30 p.m. in the library at the Quarters of the 
Blandy Experimental Farm. There will be an op
portunity to meet boxwood members and to chat 
with some of the officers and directors. An illustrat
ed travelog will be presented and light refresh
ments will be served. Boxwood members living in 
the vicinity of Boyce are also welcome. 

OVERNIGHT ACCOMODATIONS: 

The Blandy Experimental Farm at Boyce is 
near Winchester or Front Royal, Virginia, and the 
major motel chains are available in both towns. 

TOUR-ORLAND E. WHITE ARBORETUM: 

Between 9:30 and 10:30 a.m. there will be a 
conducted tour of the Arboretum under the direc
tion of the director, Thomas E. Ewert. On the 
Arboretum which covers better than 100 acres. 
there are outstanding examples of plant material 
which have now reached mature size. Many rare 
and unusual specimens of plants are within easy 
walking distance of the main headquarters of the 
Arboretum. 

The Blandy Experimental Farm was a gift to 
the University of Virginia from Mr. Graham F. 
Blandy in 1926. Mr. Blandy left the 700+ acre 
property to the University so that it might be 
med to teach boys farming in the various branches, 
including fruit raising. 

In 1927, Dr. Orland E. White came to the Uni
versity from the Brooklyn Botanic Garden and 
assumed the position of Director of the Blandy 
Experimental Farm. Under Dr. White's able leader
ship. a strong program in the field of genetics was 
set up at Blandy. Students enrolled in this program 
would attend classes on the University campus in 
Charlottesville during the winter months, and 
would come to Blandy in the spring to complete 
the research portion of their academic require
ments. 

The outstanding academic and research pro~ram 
set up at the University under Dr. White produced 
some of the finest Biologists in the country. An 
abundance of plant material was brought to Blandy 
for observation and research. As the number of 
plants began to grow, Dr. White realized the neces
sity of systemically planting out the new arrivals. 
The resulting Arboretum, which covers better than 
100 acres. was dedicated to him at the time of his 
retirement in 1955. 
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Dr. W. Ralph Singleton came to the University 
from the Brookhaven aboratory, to replace Dr. 
White as Director of the Blandy Experimental 
Farm, in 1955. Dr. Singleton's interests were in the 
field of radiation genetics, and under his guidance 
a Cobalt-60 radiation source was brought to Blandy 
through the auspices of the Atomic Energy Com
mission. Research in radiation genetics and the 
education of graduate students in Biology continued 
at Blandy until Dr. Singleton retired in 1965. 

Biology' at the University of'Virginia began to 
move in new directions during the 1960's. Blandy 
was not considered essential to the new programs, 
and activity at Blandy decreased. In the early 
1970's, the University's desire to revitalize the 
Blandy Experimental Farm led to the selection of 
a new Director. Mr. Thomas E. Ewert came to 
Blandy in 1972 with a background in Horticulture 
and Arboretum Management. While continuing to 
serve the University community, Blandy's new goal 
has been to extend itself into the Northern Virginia 
community. The fine commercial farm operation 
has been given new depth by opening its doors to 
the agricultural students of near-by Lord Fairfax 
Community College. All local educational facilities 
are encouraged to make use of the Blandy Experi
mental Farm and the Orland E. White Arboretum. 
Garden Clubs and civic organizations are welcome 
to enjoy Blandy's peaceful atmosphere and meet 
in the spacious library. 

TOUR-THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD 
SOCIETY MEMORIAL GARDEN: 

On the grounds of the Arboretum is located the 
American Boxwood Society Memorial Boxwood 
Garden. This garden was established in 1976 as a 
memorial planting honoring Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 
and Mr. Henry Hohman and to provide the mem
bership of the American Boxwood Society, nursery
men. horticulturists, botanists, students and visitors 
to Blandy a labeled collection of the various box
wood plants available within the capability of the 
American Boxwood Association to purchase or ob
tain them and to adequately maintain them. 

The overall desit:!n for the garden was prepared 
by Prof. Albert S. Beecher of Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University in 1975 and the 
actual planting and supervision of the garden has 
heen under the !!uidance of Mr. Thomas E. Ewert, 
Director of the Blandy Experimental Farm. 

The original plantings included plants from the 
Hohman collection that were scattered throughout 
the Arboretum and the plants developed or dis
covered by Dr. J. T. Baldwin. Additional plants are 
being added each year. At the present time there 
are approximately 47 different named varieties in 
the collection. Another 50 varieti~s are in nursery 
rows, and these will be moved into the permanent 
garden after they reach a larger size. 
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I Since the establishment of the Memorial Box-

wood Garden, two other tireless workers for the 
American Boxwood Society, Admiral Neill Phillips 
and Mrs. E. M. Whiting, have passed away and 
plans are under way to add their names to the 
honor roll of the Boxwood Memorial Garden. 

PROGRAM SPEAKERS 
FOR ANNUAL MEETING 

Mr. Thomas Hallowell, Jr., a Director of the 
A list of the plants curreGntlY

d 
in ~he American American Boxwood Society, who lives in Rydal, 

Boxwood Society Memorial ar en IS as follows: . . S l.£ 'B~' _ N. Pennsylvama, and who was Instrumental along 
--.. -1. Buxus harlandii ~l"fi' d-~' with Mrs. Kay Ewert in organizing the Boxwood 

• 2. Buxus himalayensis r G +.r\i c. ( (i;. -Tpur in 1978 to five gardens in the Philadelphia 
• 3. Buxus microphylla ~. v('\ e.Y c... oc..: ,saka, will show slides and comment on the various 
.. 4. Buxus microphylla cv. G r ace Hendricks gardens visited. 

Phillips 1\ 
.. 5. Buxus microphylla compacta~ut l.~ 'r' '/ Prof. James A. Faiszt, Extension Specialist, 

6. Buxus microphylla compacta cv. Helen Whit- Landscape Design, at Virginia Polytechnic Insti-
ing (.Vo.rie.5 .... f c.J) c!kJ<\.rf) tute and State University, Blacksburg, Virginia, 

• 7. Buxus microphylla japonica since 1963, will discuss ways to incorporate box-
• 8. Buxus microphylla japonica cv. Morris Dwarf wood in the landscape design. 

(3 plants) 
• 9. Buxus microphylla japonica cv. Morris Mid-

get (3 plants) 
W.r ' 10. Buxus sempervirens Agram 
'i~ .. 11. Buxus sempervirens Anderson 
ff,M • 12. Buxus sempervirens arborescens undulifolia 

7~c 13. Buxus sempervirens argentea 
~--;-14. Buxus sempervirensBelleville(¥(.!) p. to 7) 13. B. 

~ @.15. Buxus sempervirens Butterworthl~u.l "" pi). 
• 16. Buxus sempervirens decussata (c:ros,-sl'..:...4\ 

)'8 ~ 17. Buxus sempervirens Edgar Anderson ..,.-.) 
:31 ---r-18. Buxus sempervirens elegantissima 
~N 19. Buxus sempervirens fortunei rotundifolia P- -.-20. Buxus sempervirens glauca 
@ . 21. Buxus sempervirens handsworthii 
~? --22. Buxus sempervirens hardwickensis fastigiata 

Members of the Panel: 

Prof Wirt H. Wills, Professor of Plant Path
ology, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State Uni
versity, Blacksburg, Virginia. 

Prof. John A. Weidhaas, Jr., Associate Professor 
of Entomology, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University, Blacksburg, Virginia. 

Mr. Richard Mahone, Landscape Supervisor for 
Colonial Williamsburg Foundation, Williamsburg, 
Virginia. 

(;VO , 23. Buxus sempervirens Hermann von Schrenk 
(f) • 24. Buxus sempervirens krossi-livonia Mr. Thomas E. Ewert, Director, Blandy Experi-
Per. ~ 25. Buxus sempervirens latifolia I oo\< ~;; mental Farm, Boyce, Virginia. 
tfJ ~ c 26. Buxus sempervirens latifolia '\\ i\lle.. It ,,,.-v 
.B • 27. Buxus sempervirens latifolia aurea maculata Dr. Bernice M. Speese, ABS Registrar for Inter-
@ -u- 28. Buxus sempervirens latifolia bullata,L tI ~ national Boxwood Registration, Williamsburg, Vir
(f2) : 29. Buxus sempervirens latifoliajaponica cta'v~e.q ginia. 
~J" • 30 .Buxus sempervirens latifolia marginata --li' ('-l--

@ • 31 Buxus sempervirens latifolia nova 
@ --;- 32 Buxus sempervirens longifolia 
@) • 33. Buxus sempervirens maculata f. 
j;~ • 34. Buxus semperv~rens my~otifol~a ~~8ot:dl ol~~ 

(if) .. 35. Buxus sempervIrens navlCularIs 
g H • 36. BUXU5 sempervirens Northland H c;, (,- V 

P , 37. Buxus sempervirens pendula 
A • 38. Buxus sempervirens ponteyi 
<..LV " 39. Buxus sempervirens prostrata 

--.- 40. Buxus sempervirens pyramidalis 
• 41. Buxus sempervirens rotundifolia H ~(, - 1-

-0-42. Buxus sempervirens salicifolia 
• 43. Buxus sempervirens salicifolia elata 

~44 .. Buxus sempervirens suffruticosa 
4. --...!...45. Buxus semper irens Varder Valley '. 

NOTICE 

PATRON & LIFE MEMBERS 

IGNORE DUES ENVELOPES. 

POST OFFICE RULES 

REQUIRE THAT ALL 

BULLETINS BE THE SAME. 

/I II 46.· Buxus s ecie .var. Inglis 40.'" ('G r' 48 5e'1,ml
, relS 

:gJ/~' 47. Buxus s eCIes Northern Find ~ ___________________ ____ 
rv 4!. 6.11d-~'« , (Rlc.~o..rd') 

( N D E)C - :\' 0 b .:J A1J '7 Z; 



19th ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 

AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 
DATE: May 15 and May 16,1979 

PLACE: The Blandy Experimental Farm, Boyce, 
Virginia 

THE PROGRAM: 

May 15, 1979 

7:30 p.m. Early Arrival Get-Together. Travelog 
slides and reception. Assemble in the 
library at the Quarters at Blandy. 

May 16, 1979 

9-11 a.m. Registration 

9: 30 a.m. Tours (Select one) 
The Orland E. White Arboretum 
Memorial Boxwood Garden of the 

American Boxwood Society 

10 :30 a.m. Get-Together Coffee 

11 : 00 a.m. Annual Business Meeting 

12 Noon Lunch 

1: 15 p.m. Educational Program 
Moderator-Richard Mahone 

1978 Boxwood Tour (Illustrated Review) 
by Mr. Thomas Hallowell, Jr. 

Designing with Boxwood 
by Prof. James A. Faiszt 

Ask the Experts - Panel Discussion 
Opportunity to ask questions on boxwood 
culture and varieties. 
Panel Moderator: Mr. Harrison Symmes 
Panel Members: 

Prof. Wirt H. Wills 
Prof. John A. Weidhaas, Jr. 
Mr. Richard Mahone 
Mr. Thomas E. Ewert 
Dr. Bernice M. Speese 

3: 30 p.m. Garden Tour 

DIRECTIONS 
Blandy Farm is on Route 50. If you are driving 

west, it is about 4 miles beyond the Shenandoah 
River bridge, with the entrance to your left. From 
Winchester going east, drive 8 miles on Route 50 
to the Waterloo traffic light, then 1.3 miles more 
to Blandy entrance, on your right. Entrance will 
be marked. 

TOUR 
"Abram's Delight" - Route 50 W. Right at 

sign at 2nd stoplight entering Winchester on Rt. 50. 
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Advanced Registration 
for 

Annual Meeting 
and 

Lunch Reservations 

(Detach or make a facsimile) 

Complete and return to Mrs. Thomas E. Ewert, 

P.O. Box 175, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

Please register the following for the Annual Meet
ing·of the American Boxwood Society: 

Name ______________ Address _________________ _ 

Name ______________ Address _________________ _ 

Enclosed is a $ ____ check for Registration & Lunch 
($5.00 per person) 

Enclosed is a $ ________ check just for Registration 
($2.00 person) will bring a picnic lunch 

I also plan to attend the Early Arrival Get-Together 

Yes _____ _ No _____ _ 

Reservations for Lunch must be received by Mrs. 
Ewert by Monday, May 14th . 

. LUNCH ARRANGEMENTS: 
Three plans are in operation for lunch. 
1. Bring your picnic basket and have a picnic 

lunch on' the grounds of the arboretum. 
2. Reserve a box lunch in advance. 
3. Visit one of the restaurants about two miles 

from Blandy Experimental Farm. 
If you would like the ABS to order you a box 

lunch, send your check for $5.00 per person (which 
covers registration fee and lunch) to the American 
Boxwood Society, Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620, 
by Monday, May 14. 

Note: Send above information if you want Bulletin intact. 

A MESSAGE FROM THE ABS PRESIDENT 
April 1979 

Dear Members of the American Boxwood Society: 

May is the month the annual dues are payable. 
The Society or membership year runs from May 1 
to April 30. 

Your financial support during the last year has 
been greatly appreciated by your Board of Dir
ectors. We especially want to thank the members 
who chose Contributing, Sustaining, or Life Mem
berships rather than the Regular Membership. 
Your financial support in these special categories 
has enabled us to successfully meet the rising costs 
for the operation of the American Boxwood Society 
and the publishing of The Boxwood Bulletin with
out making it necessary to raise the dues for Reg-
ular Memberships. ,. 

Your board hopes it will be possible to keep the 
Regular Membership at $5.00 as we want to make 
membership and The Boxwood Bulletin available 
to all who are interested in boxwood. 

As you get ready to renew your membership, 

keep in mind that there are the following classes 
of membership: 

Annual (Regular), per year _________ $ 5 
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Contributing, per year ______________ $ 10 
Sustaining, per year ________________ $ 25 
Life (no further dues) ______________ $100 
Patron (no further dues) ____________ $500 
Honorary (Conferred) ______________ None 
In addition we welcome contributions to the 

Research Fund or to the Boxwood Memorial Gar
den Fund for members who wish to make a gift in 
memory of Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Mr. Henry Hohman, 
Admiral Neill Phillips or Mrs. E. M. Whiting. 

Membership dues or gifts for special projects 
should be sent to the treasurer, Mrs Thomas E. 
Ewert, P. O. Box 175, Boyce, Virginia 22620. 

Best wishes to all for the coming year, and 
again thank you for your support during the past 
year. 

Sincerely, 
Albert S. Beecher 
President 
American Boxwood Society 



THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

INFORMATION 
Address: Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular membership dues of The American Box
wood Society are now $5.00. This includes a sub
scription to The Boxwood Bulletin. 

Non-member subscriptions are for groups and 
institutions such as botanic gardens, libraries, etc. 
These are $6.00 a year, and run by the calendar year. 

The Boxwood Society year runs from one Annual 
Meeting to the next; from May of one year to May of 
the next year. Those joining the Society at other 
times are sent all the Boxwood Bulletin issues for 
the current Society year, beginning with the July 
number. Their dues are then again due and payable 
in the following May. This was voted by the So
ciety in order to lighten as far as possible the heavy 
work load of our busy Treasurer. 

At the present time any or all BUJIletins are avail
able, back to Vol. 1, No. 1 (Vol. 1 consists of three 
issues only, there was no Vol. 1, No.4.) Price per 
single copy is $1.50. 

Besides regular membership dues at $5.00 per 
year, there are other classes of membership avail
able: Contributing, $10.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Life, 
$100.00; and Patron, $500.00. 

Gift memberships are announced to the recipi
ents by boxwood-decorated cards which carry the 
information that The Boxwood Bulletin will come 
as your gift four times a year. 

Members of The American Boxwood Society are 
reminded of the 1968 IRS decision that contribu
tions to and for the use of the Society, are deducti
ble by donors as provided in Section 170 of the Code. 

FOR YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 

If your letter is concerned with 

Membership, new or renewal 

Payment of dues 

Donations to research programs 

Change of address 

Gift Membership 

Ordering back issues of the Bulletin 

Ordering Dr. Wagenknecht's List 

Write to: 

Mrs. Thomas E. Ewert 

American Boxwood Society 

Box 85 

Boyce, Virginia 22620 

If your letter is concerned with: . 
General information about the SOCiety 
Advice concerning boxwood problems or cul
tural information 
Boxwood selection 

Write to: 

Mrs. Linda G. Jones 
American Boxwood Society 

Box 85 
Boyce, Virginia 22620 

In some cases depending upon the nature of your 
request, your letter may be forwarded to a member 
of the Board or another appropriate member who 
can provide the help you have requested. 

You are also welcome to write direct to the Presi
dent of the American Boxwood Society: 

Professor Albert S. Beecher 
Department of Horticulture 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 
Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 

If you have contributions for the Boxwood Bulle
tin - articles, news notes, photographs, suggestions of 
anything of probable interest to boxwood people, it 
saves time to direct them to the Editor: 

Mrs. Charles H. Dick, Editor 
The Boxwood Bulletin 

514 Amherst Street 
Winchester, Virginia 22601 



BOXWOOD-
A heritage from Yesterday 

A privilege for Today 

A bequest for Tomorrow 
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