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This Issue of The Boxwood Bulletin is Dedicated to the Memory of 

Dr. Edgar Shannon Anderson, 
Botanist (1897-1969) 

in Observance of the Fiftieth Anniversary 
of his Successful Expedition to the Balkans 
to Collect New Hardy Strains of Boxwood 

for Introduction in the United States 

FOREWORD 

In devoting virtually an entire issue of The Boxwood Bulletin to one subject we are departing 
from our usual aim of trying to present a balanced variety of articles relating to boxwood. In 
perusing earlier issues we find precedent for this departure but nevertheless apologize to 
members who may prefer to receive information in small doses. 

We feel, however, that commemoration of Dr. Edgar Anderson's unique contribution to box
wood in America deserves as comprehensive an account of the man and his work as one issue of 
The Bulletin permits. We hope that our readers will be caught up, as we have been, in the story 
of this dedicated botanist with a consuming interest in plant genetics. Without the drive that 
compelled him continually to enlarge his observations of plant populations we would probably 
not have in this country today any of the Balkan strains that he imported to increase the range of 
boxwood available for cultivation. 

Apart from the tangible benefits of the Balkan plants that have been introduced in the land
scape, Anderson's experiment with the so-called K series, though not wholly successful, fires the 
imagination about what might have been achieved if the experiment had been more carefully 
controlled and executed. It is not too late to learn from the lessons of that experience and even 
now take further advantage of the work of Dr. Anderson and his colleagues in the late 1950s by 
reexamining the merits of the K plants that are growing today in several major arboreta. 

When we conceived the idea of marking the fiftieth anniversary of Dr. Anderson's 1934 
Balkan trip we consulted Mary Gamble, our esteemed editorial colleague and frequent con
tributor, in St. Louis. We felt that she would know better than anyone else whether there was 
sufficient material of interest to fill an issue of The Boxwood Bulletin, and if so, where it could be 
found. Mary's response was immediate and positive. Furthermore she offered to try to pull 
together personally the many scattered bits and pieces of information relating to Dr. Anderson, 
his boxwoods and his friends, students and associates. This was a formidable task and, we feel, 
an impossible one for anyone but Mary to accomplish so well and in such a short time. Therefore 
this issue stands as a tribute not only to Dr. Anderson, but also to Mary A. Gamble. 

We wish also to recognize all those who contributed recollections of Edgar Anderson or 
testimonials to the merits of Buxus sernpervirens 'Vardar Valley'. 

Our hope is that some ABS members will be sufficiently inspired by Edgar Anderson's vision 
to pick up the threads of the Balkan boxwood story where this issue of The Boxwood Bulletin 
leaves off. 

The Editor 
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Dr. Edgar Anderson presenting one of his last seminars at Washington University in the late 1960s. 
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EDGAR ANDERSON: SOME BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

(Abstracted from Annals of the JVfissou'r'i Botanical Ga'rden, Volume 59, Number 3, 1972, 
which was "dedicated to the memory of Edgar Anderson, November 9, 1897-June 18, 1969, 
lover of natural beauty and order; great scientist; good and gentle man.") 

Hybridization, Evolution, and Systematics by Duncan M. Parler. Missouri Botanical Garden 

It was appropriate that the Missouri of hybridization under natural conditions in the 
Botanical Garden's Seventeeth Annual 1930's, most investigations of the phenomenon 
Systematics Symposium be dedicated to the were made in the garden and the greenhouse. 
late Dr. Edgar Anderson, who was associated Anderson took the investigator out of the 
with the Garden for almost 45 years. Dr. laboratory and into the field, successfully in
Anderson's long series of researches on certain tegrating ecology and genetics. He also 
aspects of hybridization, and especially his pioneered in using simple methods to solve 
book Introgressive Hybridization (Wiley, New complex infraspecific variation, and the effects 
York. 1949), have profoundly influenced of hybridization thereon. 
studies in the field. Until he began field studies 

The Publications of Edgar Anderson by Erna R. Eisandrath, Department of Biology, 
Washington University, St. Louis* 

Although Edgar Anderson was born in New 
York State, November 9, 1897, a good deal of 
his life was spent in the Middle West. He 
graduated, in 1918, from Michigan State 
University, where his father was Professor of 
Dairy Husbandry, with a B.S. degree. Four 
years later he had received Master's and Doc
tor's degrees from Harvard, where he had 
served as an assistant in genetics. Immediately 
after completing his studies, Dr. Anderson 
came to St. Louis, with the titles Geneticist at 
the Missouri Botanical Garden, Assistant Pro
fessor at the Henry Shaw School of Botany, 
Washington University. 

... Dr. Anderson's activities shifted back to 
Harvard, in 1931, when he was appointed Ar
borist at the Arnold Arboretum. Four years 
later, however, he returned to St. Louis, ap
pointed once again Geneticist at the Botanical 
Garden and, this time, a full Professor at the 
University .... 

During the first year after his return to St. 
Louis Dr. Anderson was elected to the 
presidency of the Herb Society of America, 

*The extensive bibliography which followed 
this history of Dr. Anderson's professional 
career is too lengthy to publish here; the in
terested reader is referred to the Annals cited, 
pages 348-361.-Ed. 

which he helped establish .... Further honors 
came his way as well: in 1937, the distinguish
ed Engelmann Professorship at Washington 
University; in 1941, membership on the 
editorial board of the A me1'ican Journal of 
Botany. And, in the same year, Dr. Anderson 
participated with Dr. Ernst Mayr in presenting 
the Jessup lectures at Columbia University. 

At about the same time, Dr. Anderson began 
to narrow his interest in genetics to a study of 
Zea mays and its relatives; this interest as well 
as his close association with Dr. Hugh Cutler in 
working out the problems of maize genetics, 
over a long period of years, are both evidenced 
by many entries in the bibliography. In 1943, a 
Rockefeller grant made it possible for Dr. 
Anderson to work with Dr. Carl Sauer at the 
University of California, Berkeley; a Gug
genheim Fellowship permitted further study of 
the races of maize in the southwestern States 
and Mexico. In June of that year Dr. Anderson 
participated, as a member of its Committee on 
Common Problems of Genetics and Paleon
tology, in deliberations held by the National 
Research Council at Berkeley. His interest in 
Indian corn was further broadened when the 
Pioneer Hi-Bred Corn Company offered him an 
opportunity to experiment with corn breeding 
on a scale prohibitive at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden. This association continued until his 
death. 
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... For still further evidence of the breadth of 
his study and activity one can "find in the An
nual Reports of the Garden references to a 
great number of lectures, travel in many parts 
of the world, and participation in institutes of 
various sorts. These include, for instance, the 
development of an experimental garden, 
devoted to growing tropical strains of impor
tant economic plants, in Honduras; a visjt to 
India as the American delegate to a UNESCO 
symposium; the winning of an alumni award, 
for distinguished service, from his college-all 
in 1951. In the following year Dr. Anderson 
was appointed Assistant Director of the 
Missouri Botantical Garden, but his important 
publications during that year prove that the ad
ded administrative duties in no way slowed his 
other work. He even managed to teach at Stan
ford University, during the spring quarter, and 
to serve, in 1952, as President of the Botanical 
Society of America. 

During the years 1954-56, Dr. Anderson was 
Director of the Garden, but again his produc
tive activity was not slowed down. In the first 
of these years he was also elected to the Na
tional Academy of Sciences. As a member also 
of the American Academy of Arts and 
Sciences, he was one of the very few scientists 
ever to achieve both honors. 

In 1957 Dr. Anderson gave over his heavy 
administrative duties to assume the title at the 
Garden, Curator of Useful Plants. This title, 
however, belied the continued breadth of his 

activities: He served as Visiting Fellow in 
Mathematics at Princeton, as Visiting Fellow 
at the Center for Advanced Studies in the 
Behavioral Sciences at Stanford, as Senior 
Fellow of the Guggenheim Foundation, and as 
Visting Fellow at the Center for Advanced 
Studies at Wesleyan, as well as President of 
the Society for the Study of Evolution, in 1959. 
It is no wonder that, at about the same time, 
Dr. Anderson received a number of 
distinguished awards: a Certificate of Merit 
from the Botanical Society of America; the 
silver Darwin-Wallace medal of the Linnean 
Society (London); and gold medals from both 
the Men's Garden Clubs of America and the 
National Council of State Garden Clubs. In 
1965-66 Dr. Anderson demonstrated his con
tinued interest in the origin and evolution of 
cultivated plants by accepting the Presidency 
of the Society for Economic Botapy; at the 
same time he continued to edit, as he had since 
1963, the Garden's popular publication, the 
Bulletin. 

When Edgar Anderson retired, in 1967, 
after a number of bouts of serious illness, he re
tained the University title, Engelmann Pro
fessor of Botany, emeritus; but at the Garden I 
he was listed until the time of his death (June 
18, 1969) simply as "Botanist." This was at his 
own request because, as he wrote to the editor 
of The Herb Grower, "I am one, never wanted 
to be anything else, and (the title) covers all of 
my activities." 

Edgar Anderson, 1897-1969 by John J. Finan, School of International Service, The American 
University, Washington, D.C. 

* * * * * 

Graduate school was a fairly happy time of 
life for him. What is very clear from his 
graduate school diaries is his love of the coun
tryside. Perhaps it is in the incessant walks 
and hikes, mentions of which abound in the 
diaries, that some clues ctre offered to his later 
articulated conviction that the entire natural 
environment-rather than laboratory genetIcs 
or herbarium taxonomy-provides the most 
fruitful context for the study of plant variation. 
Whenever he could get away from Bussey 
graduate research tasks or from his teaching 
assistantship in botany at Harvard College, he 
took to the fields. 

* * * * * 

Although he was especially devoted, in 
graduate school, to his principal professor, Dr. 
East, he seems to have been fascinated by, but 
at the time not fully appreciative of, the 
Economic Botany course at the Bussey given 
by Oakes Ames, director of the Harvard 
Botanical Museum. It was only much later, as 
Anderson acknowledged in Plants, Man and 
Life (1952), that he gave importance to Ames's 
provocative questions about the origins of 
cultivated plants-questions that Anderson 20 
years later was to seek to find answers to in his 
own research on maize and in that of many of 
his students on sunflowers, amaranth, 
tomatoes, rubber, beans, etc. 
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The person at the Bussey who turned out 
ultimately to be the most important to him was 
a young laboratory assistant to Dr. East, 
Dorothy Moore. She had been trained at 
Wellesley, and was completing Master's work 
in botany there while assisting at the Bussey. 
Edgar met Dorothy, as their. daughter 
remembers the story, when Dorothy berated 
him for leaving a microscope dirty from stain
ing. He courted her for two years, bringing her 
flowers ... and taking her on hikes. They were 
married in 1923. Totally uncontrived, of quiet 
but keen intelligence, and always glowing with 
absolute inner goodness, Dorothy Anderson 
provided unfailing support in a union that was 
to last 46 years. 

* * * * * 
After his degree completion at Harvard, 

Anderson was invited to join the staff of the 
Missouri Botanical Garden, which had, through 
the Henry Shaw School of Botany, a tie with 
Washington University. His adjustment to life 
in St. Louis seems to have been quick not only 
because he was reared a mid-Westerner but 
because St. Louis, like Boston, maintained 
cosmopolitan intellectual and cultural values, 
while not foregoing provincial charm ... 

From the point of view of the history of 
science, these first years of Anderson in St. < 

Louis are important because it was during 

which had an historic strength and distinction 
in taxonomy, probably was fortuitously in
fluential in stimulating his interest in the rich 
but largely unexplored area between the two 
fields. Too, his mentality was conducive to such 
a research direction; he frequently referred to 
his "summarizing mind" which was indeed 
highly classificatory but was at the same time 
distrustful of "labels" and was provoked by the 
analytical preclusions which he felt they often 
imposed ... 

... The Curator of the Garden Herbarium, 
Jesse Greenman, austere and reserved but 
receptive to all serious inquiry, counseled 
Anderson as he explored the genetic 
significance of ta~onomic groupings. His debt 
to Greenman is acknowledged in a survey arti
cle published shortly before Anderson's death 
(Anderson, 1969): 

This review is dedicated to Dr. J. M. Greenman, 
former Curator of the Missouri Botanical Garden 
Herbarium and my colleague during much of the 
time these studies got underway. In answering my 
naive questions about the species problem, he fre
quently quoted to me the statement "Species are 
but judgments." It was due to him that I became 
fascinated with the problem of finding factual 
evidence as to the ways in which such judgments 
are formed. 

them that there was developing the int~rest in Among the students of this period who prov
"biosystematics," as it came to be called, ed to be especially influential on Anderson's 
which was to provide the framework for most thinking was a graduate student at the 
of his later research ... He once said to me, Garden, Robert Woodson ... Out of [field] trips 
although I did not realize the full significance and collaborative research was produced their 
of his words until the preparation of this monograph on the United ,States species of 
biographical essay, that it was during this Tradescantia (Anderson & Woodson, 1935). 
period he very consciously decided not to More importantly, it was as a result of work 
publish but to think. Out of those months and with Woodson that Anderson made his 
years of reflection, and frequent visits, as discovery of introgressive hybridization ... 
Layton remembers, to "the vast fields of wild Crucial to the development of Anderson's 
iris beyond the city of Saint Charles, in the thought leading to his hypothesis of in
Missouri River flood plain," emerged his now trogressive hybridization and to the establish
classic papers on speciation in Iris. ment of its importance in evolution were the 

The development of Anderson's thought methods he worked out to note and quantify 
leading to his discovery of the important role of character variation and associations in 
backcrossing ("introgressive hybridization" as plants ... The "ideograms" or ideographs were 
he termed it) in the evolution of natural popula- introduced in Anderson's seminal paper, "The 
tions and cultivated plants and his devising of problem of species in the northern blue flags" 
means to analyze and measure it, can be traced (Anderson, 1928). These early methods were 
only superficially here. His going in 1922 from later elaborated to his "whiskers" technique 
the Bussey Institution, where he had majored which allowed for measurements and depiction 
in genetics, to the Missouri Botanical Garden, of four characters in a scatter diagram ... 
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.. .In Anderson's paper' 'The species problem 
in Iris" (1936) and the aforementioned 
"Hybridization in Tradescantia III" (Anderson 
& Hubricht, 1938) are the fruitful hypotheses 
which are his greatest contributions to science 
and which guided almost all of his later 
research .... 

Thus it was that during Anderson's first 
years at the Missouri Botanical Garden-in the 
1920's-the scientific interests which became 
the basis for aU his later major contributions 
were firmly formed. At the end of the decade, 
he received a National Research Fellowship for 
study in England. He worked during the 
academic year 1929-30 under the guidance of 
J.B.S. Haldane and studied cytology with C.D. 
Darlington at the John Innes Institution and 
statistics with R.A. Fisher at 
Rothampstead ... He returned to the Missouri 
Botanical Garden in 1930 and remained there 
for one year when he accepted an appointment 
as Arborist at the Arnold Arboretum, where he 
remained on the staff until 1935. These were, 
on the whole, frustrating years for him 
because, as his daughter recalls, the large 
number of speaking and other public service 
obligations at the Arboretum did not allow him 
to pursue. his research interests. Indeed, the 
press of duties became so great that, as 
Dorothy Anderson's diary records, he suffered 
severe exhaustion in the Spring of 1934. He 
went with his family to England in July, 1934 
and he spent August and September on a col
lecting trip to the Balkans. 

His interest in the Balkans stemmed from hi" 
belief that the U.S. climate is duplicated there 
more approximately than anywhere else in 
Europe. He brought back rooted cuttings of 
Balkan strains of ivy, yew, and boxwood, ex
pressing the hope, in a report to the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture, "that these 
strains, coming from a climate so similar to our 
own, will prove more adaptable to American 

conditions than have those already imported 
from northern Europe" ... 

With his return in 1935 to the Missouri 
Botanical Garden, he continued, as mentioned 
':lbove, his earlier work with Iris and from his 
studies of Apocynum enunciated his hypothesis 
concerning introgressive hybridization ... 

. .. For the next decade and a half [beginning 
in 1939], Anderson launched a series of studies 
toward a natural classification of maize ... 

.. .In a larger sense his research on maize 
reiterated the validity, through his inter
disciplinary breadth of focus, and through his 
humanistic concern for showing the mutually 
influential relation of plants and man, of his 
oft-stated conviction that knowledge is all of a 
pIece. 

The last decade and a half of Anderson's life 
were years of mixed blessings. When he 
assumed in 1954 the directorship of the 
Missouri Botanical Garden, he confronted the 
enormous postponed challenges of an institu
tion which had been under one administration 
for four decades. While seeking to turn the 
Garden in new directions, he found full-time 
administration frustrating and creatively de
feating and resigned in 1957, resuming his 
teaching and research. 

These were also years when many important 
honors were conferred upon him. In 1954 he 
was elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences, and especially close to his heart was a 
letter of tribute sent him on the occasion by a 
group of his students who wrote: 

We take pride that we were led through the fun
damentals of our craft by a craftsman of ex
cellence, and we hope that we carry along with us, 
from our years with you, something of your great 
devotion to the search for truth, your intellectual 
honesty, magnanimity and very warm human 
understanding. 

Edgar Anderson: Recollections of a Long Friendship by G. Ledyard Stebbins, Department of 
Genetics, University of CaHfornia, Davis, California 

Edgar Anderson was one of the most ex- valid objections to his theories as he stated 
traordinary men whom I or anyone else has them. Long before other geneticists, he 
ever known. As a scientist, he was remarkable perceived almost intuitively the enormous 
for the precision with which he recorded what complexity of genetic variation in natural 
he saw, as well as his distaste for excessive populations. Most of his scientific career was 
detail, which sometimes led him to gloss over devoted to a search for techniques by which 
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this complexity could be expressed in such a useable form, in a chapter, entitled 
way that any biologist, regardless of his characteristically, "How to Measure an 
mathematical background, could understand Avocado." 
and appreciate it. In achieving this goal, he * * * * * 
was largely successful. He was a true During his visit of 1953, Edgar and I decided 
naturalist-a keen, analytical observer of to record in print the outcome of our numerous 
plants in their natural surroun?ings. Perh~ps discussions on the subject of hybridization be
his interpretations were sometImes too facIle. tween plants in nature. We agreed that the im
Nevertheless, no plant scientist known to me portant fact about this phenomenon is not its 
was more able than Edgar Anderson to com- taxonomic but its ecological and evolutionary 
pare in their natural habitat the leaves, consequences. Our observations of many plant 
flowers, and wonderfully symmetrical ar- groups had convinced us that, almost 
chitecture of plants, and to express their inter- regardless of the degree of fertility of an F 1 

relationships in a meaningful way. hybrid, the chances that such a hybrid will con-
* * * * * tribute significantly to future gene pools and so 

... After dinner at his home, Edgar addressed to evolutionary change depends almost entire-
a characteristic remark· to Mrs. Anderson: ly upon the environment in which the hybrid is 
"Dorothy, I want you to hear Ledyard play growing. If this environment presents an array 
'Joshua fit de battle of Jericho,' not hitting any of new and unoccupied or poorly filled 
note right, but getting the spirit of ~t better ecological niches, some of the hybrid progeny 
than you do!" That was the best complIment on are likely to be capable of filling them. On the 
my piano playing that I have ever received!" other hand, if the hybrid is formed in a closed 

* * * * * habitat, which presents no ecological opP?r-
The longest continuous association that I had tunities for the establishment and spread of Its 

with Edgar Anderson was in 1943, when he descendants, it will have no effect on evolution, 
came to Berkeley on a Guggenheim regardless of its vigor or fertility. The purpose 
Fellowship, in order to be associated with my of our sole joint contribution, published in the 
then chief, Professor E. B. Babcock, as well as American Naturalist in 1954, was to point out 
with C.O. Sauer in the Geography Department. that man's disturbance of natural habitats, 

Evening seminars with Edgar, Professor. although it is at present the chief source of 
Sauer, and the few students who were ar?und evolutionary opportunity, is by no means .the 
during that period were memorable occaSIOns. only kind of significant disturbance tha~ e:~Clsts 
I learned to look for and find evidences of and has existed in the past. GlaCIatIOns, 
man's impact upon his environment far greater volcanic eruptions, advance and retreat of 
than I had previously suspected. Theories epicontinental seas, the rise and extinction of 
about the conditions under which agriculture large herbivorous animals: all of these, ~t one 
developed were new to me, and although I time or another, have favored the evolutIOnary 
could not accept all of these that Anderson and success of hybrid progeny. Neither he nor I 
Sauer suggested, they stimulated all of us to. a have seen any reason since then for deviating 
lot of careful thinking. The same can be saId from this belief. 
about their theories regarding pre-Columbian * * "* * * 
exchanges of crop plants between the Old Not all of our discussions consisted of science 
World and the New. and witticisms. I cannot conclude without 

* * * * * referring to Edgar Anderson's great faith in 
During the same year (1952), I received a mankind, which led him to adopt and follow 

copy of his new book, Plants, Man and Life, zealously the Quaker religion and way of life. 
characteristically inscribed: "To Ledyard from He accepted family tragedies calmly and 
Edgar with many thanks." I, of course, felt resolutely. His inner conflict with himself was 
that the thanks should go in the other direc- never wholly resolved, but he never wavered in 
tion. Rarely has the first reading of a new book his belief that he could make life better for 
given me such delight. It is Edgar Anderson, others by his kindness toward them, and his 
through and through. His chief technical con- ability to share with them his extraordinary 
tribution to science, the pictorialized scatter perception of the wonders of plant life, and 
diagram, appears there in its final and most what plants could mean to people. 
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THE STORY OF THE ANDERSON 
BALKAN BOXWOODS 

Mary A. Gamble 

This story falls naturally into two parts, 
beginning with Dr. Edgar Anderson's trip to 
the Balkans in August and September of 1934. 
At that time Anderson was Arborist at the Ar
nold Arboretum of Harvard University, and it 
was under the auspices of the Arboretum that 
he made his expedition. Although the 
chronology and details of events surrounding 
the trip are sometimes incomplete as related 
by Dr. Anderson in scattered references to it 
over a span of years, these accounts do provide 
firsthand information. It is possible that addi
tional research could establish the facts on a 
firmer basis, but here we shall allow Dr. 
Anderson's own recollections to set the scene 
for the unusual story that follows. 

The most immediate accounts are those 
which Anderson wrote in reports to the Arnold 
Arboretum and the United States Department 
of Agriculture following his trip: 

The primary purpose of the trip was to put the 
Arboretum in effective contact with similar institu
tions in the Balkans. I n addition I did actual 
collecting of herbarium specimens, plants C1.nd 
seeds .... The plants, for the most part, consist of 
rooted cuttings of Balkan strains of Ivy, Yew and 
Box .... 

One of my main reasons for going to the Balkans 
was that it seemed probable that there, as nowhere 
else in Europe, one might come closest to 
duplicating the American climate. During my trip I 
received continuous confirmation of this working 
hypothesis. From nothern Bulgaria through the 
Valley of the Danube to the Black Sea and 
westward to the Carpathians, the climate is 
remarkably similar to that of the middle west. 
American trees and shrubs in the Balkans are suc
cessful and already of outstanding importance. 
The cultivated crops are mostly American in 
orign-maize, tomatoes, pumpkins, etc. The chief 
differences from America are, first of all, the prox
imity of the mountains produces heavy dews often 
during 'prolonged dry spells, and the winter 
climate, although sometimes more severe than 
ours, is largely determined by the prevailing winds 
so that, even more than in New England, there are 
wide differences of climate within a very narrow 
area. 

... It is hoped that these strains, coming from a 
climate so similar to our own, will prove more 
adaptable to American conditions than have those 
already imported from northern Europe. 
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I t was almost thirty years later that Ander
son wrote his brief article, "Collecting Box
wood in the Balkans," for publication in The 
Boxwood Bulletin. * Although it was reprinted 
in The Bulletin in 1970 and in 1975 we here 
again quote the passages describing the collec
tion of seeds and cuttings near Skopje 
(Skoplje), Yugoslavia. 

Boxwoods are not evenly distributed all over 
Europe; there is a northern area where they are 
found and then another separate area at the south. 
At the Royal Botanic Garden at Kew and at the 
Botanical Garden in Belgrade by consultation and 
study in the herbarium I found that the northern 
most extension of this southern strain was just out
side of Skopelie in the valley of the Vardar river, in 
the Macedonian edge of Yugoslavia. The govern
ment gave me a courier to travel with me and help 
in buying ticket~, reporting to the police, carrying 
luggage and generally serving as a companion .... 

Our directions had been to go to a monastery in 
the outskirts of Skopelie and that there we would 
find boxwood in quantity. My memory is that we 
took some sort of conveyance out to the bridge 
over either the Vardar or one of its tributaries and 
then proceeded afoot along the pathway which led 
to the unpretentious little whitewashed 
monastery. The river bed, broad and gravelly, was 
at one side and the mountains from which the 
stream rose loomed ahead, dry and rocky with 
some shrubs on the lower slopes and here and 
there an occasional battered tree. The records of 
the monastery showed that up to a few hundred 
years ago the mountain was largely covered with a 
beechwood forest, from which the monastery had 
drawn a substantial part of its revenue. Over
cutting and over-grazing had destroyed the forest. 
Heavy erosion had done the rest and much of the 
mountain was down to the bare rock. Goats, which 

*Vol. 2, No.3, January 1963, p. 26. Dr. Ander
son was a Charter Member of the American 
Boxwood Society and, at the first meeting of 
founding members on May 2, 1961, was 
unanimously elected an Honorary Life 
Member "for his surprising discoveries of 
unrecognized types of Buxus in the Balkans 
and his successful establishment of more than 
140 of those 'new' types in the United States." 
(The Boxwood Bulletin, Vol. 1, No.1, October 
1961, p. 10). 



Plwto: Courtesy Edgar Anderson Papers, 
MBG Archives 

Macedonia-Yugoslavia-Box. (Dr. Anderson 's 
penciled notation on the back of this picture.) 

were still everywhere, were the worst offenders 
and when we came to the acres and acres of box
wood they too were nibbled, sometimes almost 
down to the ground; seldom or never were they 
over shoulder high. While the boxwoods grew in 
great abundance there were other characteristic 
evergreen shrubs in with them ... 

At the time of our visit the seeds were already 
ripe and had been scattered by the browsing goats. 
We got down on our hands and knees and picked 
up the shiny black seeds (a little smaller than apple 
seeds) from underneath the bushes. It was slow 
work but we eventually got a hundred or so. We 
also took cuttings to send back airmail to my col
laborators in England and made herbarium 
specimens of the boxwoods and other shrubs. The 
bushes had been so heavily grazed.it was difficult 
to tell anything about their growth habit but from 
the stubs that were left it was easy to see that 
there was much more variation from bush to bush 
than in the boxwoods which grew wild (or ap
parently so) at Box Hill in the south of England. 
They varied conspicuously in leaf size and in leaf 
shape and in the amount of bluish bloom on the 
leaves. 

I t is not clear from present evidence just 
what disposition was made of the "hundred or 
so" seeds gathered from underneath . the 
bushes, the cuttings sent by airmail to 
England, or the herbarium specimPlls of box
woods and other shrubs. It is possihl<:' that the 
cuttings sent to England went to the John In
nes Horticultural Institution. * It seems likely 
that Anderson would have sent the herbarium 
specimens and seeds back to the Arnold Ar
boretum. In a letter dated February 5, 1958 to 
the Director of the University of Washington 
Arboretum, Seattle, he wrote: 

Boxwood has two centers in Europe and they are 
disjunct. My importations, I believe, are still the 
only ones from the southeastern piece of its range, 
where it varies enormously from plant to plant.. .. A 
very few [of these plants] were brought in as seeds 
and cuttings on my expedition in 1934 .... 

The accession book of the Arnold Arboretum 
shows only one entry in 1934 stemming from 
Anderson's collecting trip to the Balkans: "Ac
cession number 789-34, October 5, 1934, Buxus 
sempervirens Seed #133, E. Anderso n, Treska 
Gorge, Jugoslavia. " 

In this same accession book there are entries 
on April 1, 1935 for four groups of Buxus 
sempervirens cuttings from the Balkans, three 
specifically identified with Edgar Anderson 
and the fourth without attribution other than 
the word "Balkans." Of these four entries, 
numbered sequentially 350-35 through 353-35, 
the first two are designated respectively "#1 
Bucharest (18 cuttings)" and "#2 Bucharest,. 
Rumania (58 cuttings)." The cuttings 
designated #1 Bucharest bear tbe further nota
tion: "Collected by Edgar Anderson (from the 
John Innes Horticultural Institution)." This 
notation raises the possibility that all of the 
boxwood cuttings which were not recorded un
til April 1, 1935 were part of the group which 
Anderson originally sent to his collaborators in 
England. 

*During the academic year 1929-1930 Ander
son, having received a National Research 
Fellowship for study in England, worked 
under the guidance of J.B.S. Haldane and 
studied cytology with C.D. Darlington at the 
John Innes Institution. He returned to 
England with his family in July 1934 preceding 
his collecting trip to the Balkans the following 
two months. 
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The third group of cuttings, 40 in all, is the 
only group whose origin is specifically given as 
Yugoslavia. Like seed #133, accessioned in Oc
tober 1934 as 789-34, this group of cuttings, 
with accession number 352~35-later to 
become better known under the name 'Vardar 
Valley' -came from Treska Gorge, 
Skoplje. There is the further notation: "E. 
Anderson 133." It is not clear whether the 
designation "133" in this case has anything in 
common with Seed #133 or whether it is coin
cidence that both the seed and the cuttings 
from Treska Gorge bear the same Anderson 
number. 

The last group, accession number 353-35, 
consisted of 50 cuttings without a label. They 
were probably received with the other three 
groups and therefore presumed to be cuttings 
from the Balkans. 

The first part of this story ends when, as Dr. 
Anderson wrote, "A year after I returned to 
Harvard University and the Arnold Ar
boretum, where my seeds and cuttings were 
coming on safely, I went back to the Missouri 
Botanical Garden in St. Louis ... " * In a recent 
letter Dr. Wyman, Horticulturist Emeritus, 
Arnold Arboretum, recalls: * * 

I did not know Edgar Anderson very well, 
although I did take over some of his responsibilities 
when . I came to the Arnold Arboretum in 
1935 .... When he left, a year or so after his Euro
pean trip, he took with him some of the seedlings 
and small plants he brought back from Europe ... 

Dr. Wyman does not indicate which or how 
many boxwood seedlings Edgar Anderson may 
have taken with him to the Missouri Botanical 
Garden (MBG) from the original group of 
Balkan boxwoods that he introduced into this 
country. 

Before following Dr. Anderson back to St. 
Louis for the next chapter, let us see what has 
happened in the intervening years to the five 
Arnold Arboretum plants. 

Plant 352-35, 'Vardar Valley', is undoubtedly 
the prize of the entire Balkan collection. (See 
"Buxus sempervirens 'Vardar Valley' - An Or
namental of Special Merit" on Page 52.) Dr. 

* "Collecting Boxwood in the Balkans," Box
wood Bulletin, Jan. 1963, p. 26. 
**Letter dated April 27, 1984 to Mrs. D. 
Goodrich Gamble, St. Louis. 
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Wyman describes the propagation of this 
cultivar in the referenced letter. 

... One he [Edgar Anderson] did leave turned Ol,lt be 
be an exceptional plant and we corresponded about 
it for some time before we introduced it and named 
it 'Vardar Valley'. 

This seedling was eventually planted in the box
wood collection at the Arnold Arboretum merely 
under number-as an introduced seedling. Since 
we had others in this group, most of them being in
jured during extremely cold winters, I never paid 
much attention to them until one day, Henry 
Hohman, that great plantsman from Maryland, 
asked me about the plant in our collection, which to 
him, looked outstanding. Having great faith in his 
judgment-he was very interested in boxwoods 
and had a splendid collection of them under trial, I 
became interested in this plant and watched it 
carefully, sending him cuttings for trial in 
Maryland. 

After several years' trial...he was still en
thusiastic about it and I was becoming interested 
because it did not winter-kill under our rugged 
New England conditions. I wrote Andy (Dr. 
Anderson) about it and he gave me some informa
tion about where he found it in the Vardar Valley ... 

We (Andy and I) decided on the name 'Vardar 
Valley' and we introduced it to the trade for com
mercial propagation in 1957 .... 

The ABS Registration Lists of Cultivar 
Names in Buxus L. (1965) carries the following 
entry: 'Vardar Valley' (D. Wyman, Arnoldia 

Photo: Scot Butler 

B.s. 352-35 'Vardar Valley'. Hardy, wide-spreading 
and flat-topped with blue-green foliage. 



17(7):42.1957) "Hardy, the foliage keeps its 
green color throughout the winter. It is a wide
spreading, flat-topped plant of much merit in 
the north." 

In 1971, when we asked Henry Hohman to 
evaluate the five Anderson Balkans in the Ar
nold Arboretum list his first choice was 'Var
dar Valley'. And in 1973, in the last letter we 
received from him shortly before his death, he 
wrote: 

When Dr. Anderson made the collection of 
Buxus in Yugoslavia for the Arnold Arboretum, it 
was my pleasure to receive a very small plant of 
each of the five collected for Arnold so that I would 
stock up each and make them available ... Among 
these five was 352-35-finally named 'Vardar 
VafIey'-ofwhich I managed to pt:opagate 3,600 so 
they would be available, and this named Buxus is 
now growing in many areas over the U. S. A. 

The four other Balkan boxwoods propagated 
at the Arnold Arboretum have fared less well 
than 'Vardar Valley'; only one of them has 
been named and registered, the other three re
maining to this day as numbered seedlings. In 
1973 the Boxwood Study Group of the St. 
Louis Herb Society, after careful consideration 
of other Anderson Balkan boxwoods, selected 
351-35 to be named 'Edgar Anderson' in honor 
of their mentor, who died in 1969. It was 
registered in the name of the Missouri 
Botanical Garden where a boxwood garden 
was being developed as a memorial to Dr. 
Anderson. Final selection of this cultivar came 
after several years of investigation, and 
although the plant continues to thrive in some 
localities it ultimately failed the test of the St. 
Louis climate. 

In 1969, shortly before Edgar Anderson 
died, the Boxwood Study Group received from 
Mr. Henry J. Hohman of the Kingsville 
Nurseries specimens of the five Arnold Balkan 
boxwoods. Reaction was unanimous that the 
unnamed Bucharest strain bearing the number 

following year were placed in the nursery area 
which the MBG had made available to the 
group for testing the plants we propagated in 
the garden greenhouses. 

There then occurred a sequence of relatively 
mild winters in the Midwest during which 
351-35 thrived. We decided it would be an ap
propriate choice to bear Edgar Anderson's 
name. We wrote Mr. Hohman to ask his advice. 
He rated 351-35 below 'Vardar Valley', but ad
ded that due to "severe physical conditions" he 
had been unable to remove the plants from 
their pots and to set them in the field where he 
might have been able to rate them higher. 

In 1971 we contacted Mr. Douglas P. And
berg, then supervisor of the boxwood collection 
at the U.S. National Arboretum. He wrote: 

I am pleased to hear that you have selected 
Buxus sempervirens 351-35 as a memorial boxwood 
to Dr. Edgar Anderson. I believe that this selection 
has the greatest merit of all the Anderson box
woods we have here in our collection. Besides hav
ing a handsome compact form, it also displays at
tractive color and texture. 

Currently, all our specimens of B.s. 351-35 have 
attained a height of only 4' which I believe is far 
from mature height. Most specimens are being us
ed as accents on the corners of our formal peony 
beds, and they do well in this capacity. We received 
cuttings from Morris Arboretum [Philadelphia] in 
1952 and from Henry Hohman in 1957. 

We then consulted the Arnold Arboretum 
concerning 351-35. Dr. Wyman had retired and 
Dr. Gordon P. DeWolfe, Horticulturist, 
replied: 

Dr. Wyman's notes on the record card ofthis col
lection indicate that under our conditions he did 
not consider it worthy of a name-'Vardar Valley' 
being more compact .... After looking at the plants 
again I would concur with his judgment. However, 
if, under your conditions, you find it to be out
standing, I can see no reason why you should not 
name 351-35 if you so desire. 

351-35 was exquisite. One member of the In May 1972 my husband and I visited the 
group remarked, "It is the daintiest, prettiest National Arboretum and examined an Ander
boxwood I've ever seen," and we all concurred. son 351-35 which then measured 1 m. in height 
In October of that same year the Study Group and which in color, density and grace fulfilled 
received from Mr. Lewis F. Lipp, then Direc- the promise of the small plants with which we 
tor of the Holden Arboretum at Mentor, Ohio, had been working. This more mature plant also 
a generous bag of cuttings labeled 351-35. gave an impression of vigor and vitality. Our 
These came in response to our request for box- conditions continued favorable and we pro
wood which Mr. Lipp conSidered "Midwest- ceeded with our plans. In accepting 351-35 for 
hardy." These cuttings rooted well and the registration, Dr. B. L. Wagenknecht wrote: 
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Sprig of B. s. 351-35 'Edgar Anderson' shCYUm life-size. 
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It is a pleasure to be able to accept for registra
tion a boxwood named for Dr. Anderson. This 
cultivar should not be confused with other selec
tions bearing the name Anderson plus a number. 
These have not been interpreted as intentionally 
named cultivars. 

Now, in the light of the "terrible" winters we 
have since experienced it seems clear that we 
were wrong. We have claimed the name 
'Edgar Anderson' for a plant which does not 
meet the increasingly rigorous standards that 
must be imposed in the Midwest. But we look 
at 'Edgar Anderson' and think, that in a milder 
zone, it could still be "the daintiest, prettiest 
boxwood" in a garden. 

Photo: Brian Mulligan 

favorite 'Agram', "although it is a dwarf type 
while 'Agram' is a· tree-form." He went on to 
say that he had lost track of it and was unable 
to locate it. Mr. Hohman, in his 1969 shipment 
of five Arnold Balkan boxwoods to the Box
wood Study Group made the following notation 
beside 350-35 on the list of plant numbers: 
"Dwarf, much like suffruticosa." 

The Boxwood Study Group in 1972 made 13 
cuttings from this plant, which, like 351-35 
'Edgar Anderson', had Bucharest, Rumania as 
its origin. Nine of the cuttings rooted, but 
subsequently all were lost due either to 
weather conditions or nursery moves. 

In 1972 we wrote Mr. Andberg, then Curator 
of the Boxwood Collection at the U.S. National 
Arboretum, to ask his opinion of 350-35. He 
wrote: 

Regarding Anderson 350-35 we presently have 
four plants under this number and they came to us 
in 1952 from the Morris Arboretum. All are low 
prostrate plants identical to 'Vardar Valley' in all 
respects. If I had less confidence in our records, I 
would have to say that these plants are indeed 
'Vardar Valley' instead of 350-35. 

The following month he wrote: 

Through conversing with Dr. Skinner [Dr. Henry 
T. Skinner, then Director of the National Ar
boretum] I have determined that the dwarf type 
boxwood .. .is indeed an 'Anderson' boxwood, but 
our records show it came from Morris Arboretum. 

From Dr. DeWolfe of Arnold we heard: "I 
have looked at 350-35 again and while it has 
good color and seems quite hardy, the plant 
form is much inferior to 'Inglis'." 

Recent correspondence with the Washington 
Park Arboretum, University of Washington, 
Seattle indicates that they have one plant of 
350-35, received from Henry Hohman in 1969. 
As of July 1984 it was 21/2 feet tall and describ
ed as "very bushy, compact, no leader." Mr. 
Brian Mulligan, Director Emeritus, and Mrs. 
Jan Pirzio-Biroli, Naturalist, at the Arboretum 
declined to recommend this boxwood for nam-

B. s. 'Edgar Anderson' in collection at Washington mg. 
Park Arboretum, Seattle, Washington, July 16, 
1984. In 1971, when the Boxwood Study Group 

placed with Mr. Hohman a duplicate order of 
Of the three Arnold Balkans still under his 1969 shipment they also asked his evalua

number, two have had admirers and detrac- tion of the five Balkans. He named 353-35 as 
tors. Dr. Anderson once mentioned that he his second choice after 'Vardar Valley', with 
considered 350-35 "almost on a par" with his this comment: "Not named but certainly 
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should be; a very fine pyramidal form, fine, 
rich green leaves." Later he wrote: "Ander
son's 353-35 is a handsome pyramidal form and 
should by all means be named. Dr. Wyman told 
me in a letter to get them propagated and let 
them go out under number, but I sure wish he 
had named this handsome boxwood." (In the 
Arnold Arboretum Accession Book Dr. 
Wyman had entered the following notation in 
1966 concerning 353-35: "Do not name this 
clone.") 

In 1971, the Study Group was placing these 
boxwoods in private gardens and the Gamble 
garden drew 353-35. My first reaction was in
difference. But in early 1972 the plant began to 
"shape up," becoming open and graceful in 
form. Its elliptical leaves, some faintly 
emarginate, were a light, medium green with a 
slight yellow cast. In the rather severe winter 
of 1972-1973 they did not burn. We made 
limited propagation with a view to further 
study, but the small plants were lost in a 
nursery move; and in the next "terrible" 
winter our home plant died. 

There is a sizable 353-35, received from 
Henry Hohman in 1957, at the Blandy Ex
perimental Farm, Boyce, Virginia. The 
Washington Park Arboretum also reports one 
353-35 in its collection as of July 1984. Like the 
350-35, it was received in 1969 from Henry 
Hohman asa rooted cutting and now, 15 years 
later, measures 5 feet in height and is describ
ed as "bushy and spreading in habit, with some 
fruits forming." Again, however, those charg
ed with the boxwood collection declined to 
recommend this plant for naming. 

The origin of 353-35, it will be recalled, was 
not established in the Arnold Arboretum Ac
cession List because there was no label for the 
cuttings. In his notation in 1966, some 30 years 
after the cuttings were accessioned, Dr. 
Wyman described the plant as being 6 feet tall, 
7 feet across and having a lighter green foliage 
than 'Vardar Valley'. It is hard to square Mr. 
Hohman's description of pyramidal form with 
other descriptions of its spreading habit. 

Finally we come to 789-34, the Balkan box
wood propagated from seed collected in Treska 
Gorge near Skopje, Yugoslavia. Our ex
perience with this plant was limited and we 
have had no correspondence about it except for 
ordering two from Mr. Hohman. One of our 
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plants was placed in a private garden, the 
other in the boxwood nursery. Neither made 
any lasting impression, and both were lost to 
severe weather. There are sizable specimens of 
789-34 in the ABS Memorial Boxwood Garden 
at Blandy Farm and the Washington Park Ar
boretum, Seattle, as well as at the U.S. Na
tional Arboretum. The plant has an open, 
spreading habit of growth and little to recom
mend it as a landscape ornamental. 

* * * * 

The second part of the story of the Anderson 
Balkan boxwoods begins with Dr. Anderson's 
return in 1935 to the MBG, which he had left in 
1931 to accept an appointment at the Arnold 
Arboretum. In 1963 Edgar Anderson wrote in 
his referenced article: 

.. .1 went back to the Missouri Botanical Garden 
in St. Louis and it was from St. Louis that the 
largest number of boxwoods were introduced. I got 
in touch by mail with the acquaintances I had made 
in the Yugoslav forest service and we imported a 
pound or so of boxwood seed which was raised at 
the Gray Summit Arboretum of the Missouri 
Botanical Garden. Eventually a fairly complete set 
of more than a hundred different bushes was sent 
as cuttings under number to Henry Hohman of 
Kingsville, Maryland, for distribution to the 
Orland E. White Research Arboretum at Blandy 
Farm and to the box collection at the College of 
William and Mary. They are extremely variable 
like the popUlation from which they came and 
among them are certainly going to be found the 
hardiest in existence. They are doubly hardy 
because of the area they came from, being drought 
resistant as well as cold resistant. They vary a 
great deal in branching habit as well as in leaf 
shape and color. One dwarfish lowgrowing form 
has been found among them and one gracefully col
umnar form. As a group they are rampant and a lit
tle coarse but they have great ability to do well 
under exacting conditions. 

This "pound or so of boxwood seed" which 
was collected at Dr. Anderson's request, like 
789-34 and 352-35, came from "the Vardar 
Valley, not far from Skoplje, in southern 
Yugoslavia."* In his earlier report to the Ar
nold Arboretum Dr. Anderson wrote that the 
member of the Yugoslav Forestry Service sta
tioned at Skopje "is the best botanist actually 
*Letter of February 5, 1958 from Edgar 
Anderson to B. O. Mulligan. 



located in the neighborhood ... :He has an her
barium of his own and has a very real interest 
in botanical problems." 

The importation of such a large quantity of 
boxwood seed was itself unusual, and probably 
unparalleled in botanical annals. It can only be 
speculated that the reason for it was to be 
found in Dr. Anderson's fascination with plant 
genetics and, as far as boxwood is concerned, 
the variation in seedlings' from parent plants. 
Anderson described the range of 
characteristics that he found among the box
woods which were growing wild in the Vardar 
Valley, and his belief that among them were in
dividual plants that would prove hardy in parts 
of the United States where most presently
known cultivars could not withstand the severe 
climatic conditions. 

They vary from dense to high, from very blue to 
very green, from narrow-leaved to wide-leaved, 
from big-leaved to small-leaved. On the whole, they 
get to be, under good conditions,. very big plants. 
Only a few of them have dense, or somewhat weep~ 
ing growth, but these do turn up. It is difficult to 
generalize about what the mature trees are likely 
to look like because in the place where I found 
them they were badly cut back by goats [and] one 
could only imagine what a normal plant was going 
to look like. I think they will do their most out
standing service in places like the drier parts of 
Arkansas and in Oklahoma where there are sudden 
freezes in the spring and long periods of drought. 
They come from that kind of a violent climate. * 

Mr. Paul A. Kohl, floriculturist at the MBG 
for 40 years, recalls that this seed arrived in 
September 1936 and the first plantings were 
made in January 1937. The seed was p·ro
pagated in two .places: in the greenhouse range 
at the MBG and at the Garden's Arboretum at 
Gray Summit, some 35 miles from St. Louis. 

We do not know how the seed was divided, 
but it seems evident that a smaller quantity 
was propagated at the city greenhouses. Mr. 
Kohl says, "It came to me in a routine 
manner." He recalls that'the first "batch" he 
planted germinated well but the seeds never 
shed the aril (an outer covering inside the 
pericarp). The next planting was successful. A 
number of the plants which resulted were sent 
out to Gray Summit. Some years later, these 
and other Balkan boxwoods would be brought 
*Ibid. 

back to the city and set in various sites on the 
MBG grounds. Says Mr. Kohl: "At one time, 
with the exception of two boxwood hedges 
which were Korean, propagated from the plant 
which Dr. Ernest Wilson had given the Garden 
in 1926, all boxwoods on the Garden grounds 
were Anderson Balkans." 

The balance of the seed went to Gray Sum
mit where it was placed in the hands of Mr. 
Martin R. Bagby, staff propagator at the Ar
boretum for some 40 years. In 1973 we had the 
first of many talks with Mr. Bagby, who had 
retired and was then in his nineties. We visited 
him at his home in Pacific, Missouri, a few 
miles from the Arboretum. There he pursued 
his favorite occupation of growing boxwood in 
his home nursery. He told us about the box
wood seeds from Yugoslavia. 

First, he set up a frame in a sheltered oak 
forest at the Arboretum. He filled the frame 
with a mixture of equal parts peat moss, leaf 
mold and sand. He planted the seed in the 
spring and covered the frame with a fine-mesh 
wire screen as a protection from field mice and 
other varmints. But the screen proved to be no 
deterrent to the field mice. "They ate the seed 
as fast as I planted it," said Mr. Bagby. The 
solution came when a nursery helper arrived at 
work one morning with a gunny sack which 
held a number of squirming black snakes. The 
snakes were loosed in the area and they took 
care of the mice. 

From then on "germination was so good the 
seedlings had to be thinned," said Bagby. The 
small plants in the propagation bed were shad
ed by the oaks; and a deep well nearby provid
ed water when the seedlings needed it. After 
two years the seedlings were set into a nursery 
bed in full sun. Here the only soil preparation 
had been an application of leaf mold which was 
then worked into the soil. The plants were set 
out in rows and rogued ruthlessly to eliminate 
those that were weak or unattrractive. Some
times the weather did the roguing. 

Mary Holekamp, one of the three members 
of the St. Louis Herb Society who first joined 
together to study boxwood under the aegis of 
Edgar Anderson, recalls this Anderson story. 
One spring after the Balkan seedlings had been 
lined out in the nursery field, there had been 
one of those extreme changes in temperature 
when the thermometer dropped from 
"spring", during which new growth had 
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started, to below freezing. Dr. Anderson re
ceived a phone call from Gray Summit; the 
caller told him that many of his small boxwoods 
were gone. "Fine!" answered Dr. Anderson. 
"Now we'll know which ones are hardy." 

It was from these two plantings-one in the 
MBG greenhouses, one in the woodland seed 
bed-that the so-called K series of Balkan box
woods came. 

One of the people who helped make the cut
tings from the some 150 plants that comprised 
the K series was Mr. Clarence Barbre, a 
chemist who had two avocations: teaching and 
horticulture. When he retired from the Mon
santo Chemical Company in 1955 he combined 
the avocations into a new career. He establish
ed a nursery on the grounds of his home in 
Webster Groves, a St. Louis suburb, and 
taught horticulture to adults at the MBG. He 
was a friend of Edgar Anderson and he became 
a fellow boxwood enthusiast and a collaborator 
in the K chapter of the Balkan boxwood story. 

Mr. Barbre was also a friend of Henry 
Hohman. He made many visits to the 
Kingsville Nurseries and once described the 
plant collections as "the most interesting I've 
ever seen." When it was time to propagate and 
test further the Balkan seedlings, it was decid
ed to send numbered cuttings of them to the 
Kingsville Nurseries, using the prefix "K" for 
Kingsville. Mr. Hohman subsequently wrote in 
regard to this shipment: "Dr. Anderson sent to 
me un-rooted cutts. of the collection he made 
for the Missouri Botanical Garden and among 
this group there are some very handsome box
woods." In almost the last letter we received 
from Mr. Hohman, shortly before his death in 
1974, Mr. Hohman closed with these words: 
"With every good wish, and let me know what 
ever I may be able to do for you in memory of 
Dr. Anderson." 

Dr. Frederick G. Meyer, now Botanist at the 
U.S. National Arboretum, was Dendrologist at 
the MBG at the time the unrooted cuttings 
were sent to Mr. Hohman. Being in charge of 
woody living plants it was he who assigned the 
K numbers and supervised shipment of the cut
tings. * Edgar Anderson had already named 
four or five of the K plants at the time the cut-
*Information from Dr. Meyer concerning ship
ment of box cuttings from the MBG in the 
1950s was received by Mr. Scot Butler in a 
telephone conversation of September 9, 1984. 
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tings were made, says Dr. Meyer, and these 
names were written beside the respective K 
numbers on the list that went to Mr. Hohman. 

As Dr. Meyer recalls, about 50 unrooted cut
tings of each of the plants raised from Balkan 
boxwood seed at Gray Summit were sent to 
Mr. Hohman in 1954 or 1955. Records of the 
National Arboretum show that in June 1954 
they received from F. G. Meyer at the MBG 3 
plants of B.s. 'Agram', 3 plants of B.s. 'Nish', 1 
plant of B.s. 'Petch' and 1 plant of B.s. 'Serbian 
Blue' , four of the plants grown at Gray Summit 
from Yugoslav seed that were given names by 
Dr. Anderson sometime before all of the 
Balkan boxwood there were assigned K 
numbers. Thus the accession cards for these 
four cultivars carry only names, no K numbers. 
This evidence strongly suggests that the K 
numbers were assigned after June 1954. 

Dr. Bernice Speese,' our .ABS Registrar, 
remembers that Dr. John T. Baldwin, Jr., then 
at the College of William and Mary, Williams
burg, Virginia, received a shipment of K un
rooted cuttings from the MBG through Dr. 
Meyer. Inasmuch as Dr. Meyer left the MBG 
around 1957 it is·likely that he sent these cut
tings to Dr. Anderson's colleague at Williams
burg at about the same time that he sent the 
cuttings to Mr. Hohman. Correspondence of 
the period would probably shed light on the in
terrelationships and intents of these three 
talented boxwood innovators. If such corre
spondence has been preserved, however, it is 
not readily accessible. 

After Mr. Hohman rooted the cuttings sent 
to him, he distributed several sets of them as 
"rooted plants 4-6 inches high" (to quote the 
University of Washington Arboretum at Seat
tle) in 1957 and 1958. The National Arboretum 
received a shipment in February 1957. Blandy 
Farm received part of its set in May 1957 and 
the remainder in December of that year. The 
University of Washington received its set in 
January 1958. 

Dr. Meyer does not know whether Mr. 
Hohman included the names given by Dr. 
Anderson along with the K number when he 
distributed. the rooted cuttings. It appears 
doubtful that he did because no names are 
shown on the K series accession cards of the 
National Arboretum or of Blandy Farm. And 
although the records of the University of 
Washington Arboretum identify K-79 as 



'Agram' this connection may have been made 
only in 1973 when Mr. Hohman mentioned it 
in a letter to Director Emeritus Brian O. 
Mulligan. * Thus a puzzle that remains to be 
solved is the matching of the names to the K 
numbers (with the exception, of course, of 
'Agram' and K-79). 

Subsequently additional distributions were 
made of individual K plants among various col
lections. For example, the National Arboretum 
sent cuttings of 63 Ks to the Arnold Ar
boretum in 1964 and in 1971 sent cuttings of 11 
Ks to the St. Louis Boxwood Study Group. Un
fortunately the survival rate of the K box
woods in the various collections-for a number 
of reasons independent of the hardiness of the 
plants themselves-has not been very high. 
Also, with such a large number of plants, some 
·element of confusion inevitably crept into the 
records. Nevertheless, several Ks have earned 
favorable recognition after a period of long 
neglect. 

Although the Boxwood Study Group even
tually lost the five Ks that they successfully 
propagated out of the 11 received in 1971 from 
the National Arboretum, they had time to 
eval~ate K-~1 as being of great promise. 
PrevIOusly, m December 1969, before this 
Group fully understood the ramifications of the 
K series, two of them made an exploratory trip 
to the Gray Summit Arboretum (dubbed "the 
boxwood jungle" because of the tangle into 
which it had grown) and found a small plant 
growing as an offshoot of a larger plant labeled 
K-6. They brought the small plant back to the 
nursery in the city and later discovered a hand
some tree-form boxwood in· the Linnean 
Garden at the MBG bearing the same label, 
K-6. Soon after that, they set out to learn what 
the K label meant. Mr. Barbre and Mr. Bagby 
were both very helpful in enabling them to fit 
the pi~ces of the K puzzle together. In the 
meantIme they had come to appreciate several 
of these K plants. 

One of the most outstanding of the K series 
is K-79, 'Agram', the 0ld1geographic name for 
Z~eb under !he Austro-Hungarian Empire. 
This plant was mtroduced in the spring of 1959 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture, Glenn 
Dale, Maryland. It was one of Dr. Anderson's 
favorite boxwoods. We recall vividly the snowy 
*Letter dated September 25, 1973 

Photo: Mary Gamble 
B. s. 'Agram', the plant that Edgar Anderson con
sidered the most beautiful of his boxwoods. 

day in January 1969 when he led us to where 
'Agram' stood in a small glade near a wooded 
area through which a stream ran. We saw the 
perfect conical form of 'Agram' through swirl
ing snowflakes and it was as lovely as the 
Christmas tree it resembled. Because the 
weather was so bad, Mary Holekamp had phon
ed Edgar and Dorothy Anderson to ask if the 
trip should be postponed. Edgar and Dorothy 
were "game" but, said Edgar, "If you're wor
ried, we can wait for a good day. 'Agram' will 
still be there." As it happened, this was our 
last outing with Dr. Anderson for he died in 
June of that year. 

This year when we went to check on 
'Agram', as has been our yearly custom for 15 
years, we found only the bare skeleton of a 
tree. The deterioriation which started two 
y~ars ago was com~lete. We believe 'Agram' 
dIed because of perSIstent bad drainage due to 
a subsoil of heavy clay which occurs 
throughout areas of Gray Summit. We now 
have in our boxwood nursery 12 handsome 
18-to 20-inch plants of 'Agram' which showed 
no damage following our most recent 
"terrible" winter, that of 1983-1984. We think 
'Agram' merits greater distribution, possibly 
in a slightly milder zone than ours. 

Several other named Anderson boxwoods of 
which we have knowledge- 'Nish' at the MBG 
'Ipek' at the National Arboretum (both named 
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after towns in Yugoslavia) and 'Serbian Blue', 
which is listed in the ABS List of Cultivar 
Names-are also apparently Ks that were pro
pagaged at, and distributed from, the Gray 
Summit Arboretum. All trace of 'Serbian 
Blue', however, has been lost. We looked for it 
at Gray Summit but could not find it. A few 
years ago this neglected and essentially aban
doned nursery was removed. The National Ar
boretum also lost its one specimen of 'Serbian 
Blue.' 

Buxus sempervirens 'Nish' is a handsome 
plant. A matched pair stand sentinel at the 
tomb of Henry Shaw, founder of the MBG. 
They grow in almost full shade. We have pro
pagated a small number of plants to keep the 

Photo: Jack Horner 
A matched pair of B. IS. 'Ni::;h' planted at the tomb of 
Henry Shaw in the MaW:5oleum Grove of the 
Mi::;::;uuri Botanical Garden, St. Louis. 

name alive. We think 'Nish' should do well 
almost anywhere. It is somewhat open, which 
may be due to lack of sunlight, and its elliptical 

leaves are a good, medium green color. We 
think with more sun, and an occasional 
feeding, it would be even more attractive. 

Two plants of B.s. 'Ipek' growing side by side 
at the National Arboretum were received as 
cuttings from the MBG in 1963. In slightly 
over 20 years they have attained a height of 
about 12 feet and a spread at the base of 6 to 7 
feet. They are handsome specimens with 
broad, long leaves of a rich blue-green hue'. 

In concluding this story I would like to say 
that the role of the Boxwood Study Group in 
furthering work with the K series Balkan box
woods was cut short by the untimely death of 
Edgar Anderson in 1969. We were never to 
have the benefit of his personal introduction to 
them. All we have learned was pieced together 
from his friends, co-workers and fellow box
wood enthusiasts. As helpful as these persons 
have been there are still obvious gaps in 
documenting the story and reliably identifying 
the K plants. 

With respect to the Anderson Balkan box
woods as a group I quote Dr. John T. Baldwin, 
.Jr., whom Edgar Anderson considered to be 
the great American authority on boxwood. In 
1972 when I asked Dr. Baldwin if he were still 
of the opinion that Dr. Anderson's Balkan box
wood introductions were a significant contribu
tion to boxwoods in our country, he replied, 
"Yes, but not enough has been done with 
them." We hope that members of the 
American Boxwood Society will pick up the 
challenge and do something more to spread the 
introduction of those cultivars that are already 
known to have merit and to seek for additional 
worthy candidates among the many K plants. 

Please Mark Your Calendar Now 

Twenty-Fifth Annual Meeting of The American Boxwood Society 

Wednesday, May 8, 1985 
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Photo: J ack Horner 
B. s. 'Vardar Valley' inflower. 

BUXUS SEMPERVIRENS 'V ARDAR V ALLEY'
AN ORNAMENTAL OF SPECIAL MERIT 

Testimonials to an Outstanding Anderson Balkan Cultivar 

Probably the most significant addition in re
cent years to the germplasm of Buxus semper
virens in the United States are the seedlings of 
Balkan origin grown by Edgar Anderson in the 
1930s ... Some clones from those seedlings are 
in the trade; notable among them is 'Vardar 
Valley', a handsome, low-growing plant with 
bluish foliage. (1963)-Dr. John T. Baldwin, 
Jr. (1910-1974), Head, Department of Biology, 
College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, 
Virginia. 

'Vardar Valley' has shown unusual and con
sistent acceptance of the erratic extremes of 

unseasonal temperatures which put such strain 
on Buxus in our region. In addition to its ability 
to survive, its distinctive blue-green cast of col
or-which its dense foliage shows to advan
tage-and its massive, spreading form make it 
a strong element wherever it is placed in the 
landscape. Its evident vigor and moderate rate 
of growth assure quick recovery upon the rare 
instances that it suffers the seasonal damage 
which we find inevitable in the Midwest. Its 
vitality has led to its relative availability, and 
assures success to the home propagator. 
(1984)-Mary A. Gamble, Past President of the 
Boxwood Society of the Midwest, St. Louis, 
Missouri. 
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In form, 'Vardar Valley' is a flat-topped, 
spreading plant that is not likely to become too 
tall for its spot in the landscape design. As 
such, it is well suited to foundation plantings, 
especially in front of windows. With large, 
dark bluish-green leaves and somewhat open 
structure, this broadleaf evergreen can be used 
to achieve an attractive contrast with the more 
formal dwarf boxwood (B.s. var. suffruticosa). 

'Vardar Valley' appears to be one of the best 
Buxus cultivars in withstanding severe cold 
spells. In particular, it is free from the pro
blems of foliage dessication associated with 
winter sun and wind, retaining its deep green 
color through the winter. 'Vardar Valley' is 
one of the few broad leaf evergreens that can 
be used safely in an exposed site. 

In the early spring tiny yellow blossoms pro
liferate on mature plants. Although no box
wood can be considered a flowering shrub, 
sprigs of 'Vardar Valley' provide an in
teresting and different background material 
for springtime floral arrangements. 

In common with most forms of boxwood, 
'Vardar Valley' requires minimal maintenance 
effort. Damaging insect pests are few, anti 
disease problems rare. Cultural practices aim
ed at encouraging vigor and avoiding stress 
should be observed. (1984)-William A. Gray, 
Nurseryman, Director of the American Box
wood Society, Charlottesville, Virginia. 

First, a note about boxwood in southern 
Wisconsin. 'Vardar Valley' is completely suc
cessful, and I know of no winter damage so 
far .... 'Vardar Valley' is an excellent deep 
green all year .... For the immediate future I 
would like to grow as many 'Vardar Valley' 
plants as I can for distribution next spring. I 
think it is such a fine plant that there is not 
much need for me to experiment with other 
low-growing Buxus. (Extracts from letters, 
1983)-Steven E. Roesch, Botanist, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. 

In 30 years' time under our conditions, this 
plant ['Vardar Valley'] grew 2' tall and 4' 
across. As it continued it became flat topped 
and eventually it grew into one of the best box
woods of them all for growing in New England. 

This brought back to me the fact that Andy 
[Dr. Edgar Anderson] had wonderful .. percep
tion in selecting this cultivar and we have him 
to thank for having this excellent plant in our 
gardens today. He introduced other plants 
from this European sojourn, but none, to my 
mind, as outstanding as this for the northern 
gardens of the United States where few other 
boxwood cultivars escape winter injury. (Ex
tract from letter, 1984)-Dr. Donald Wyman, 
Horticulturist Emeritus, Arnold Arboretum, 
Harvard University, Cambridge, Massa
chusetts. 

A heritage from Yesterday 

A privilege for Today 

A bequest for Tomorrow 
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Photo: Courtesy Dr. Walter S. Flory 
Dr. Edgar Anderson appears secondfrom left in this group picture of the organizational meeting of the first Advisory Committee of the 

Orland E. White Research Arboretum, Blandy Experimental Farm of the Universi ty 'of Virginia, April 2, 1957. 



EDGAR ANDERSON REMEMBERED 

Recollections Compiled and Edited by Mary Gamble and Jane Penhale 

The late Edgar Shannon Anderson had an 
array of memorable characteristics. In 
retrospect, the ones I most admired were: (1) 
his plethora of ideas; (2) his gel1l'rosity (with 
both ideas and material goods); and (:3) his 
cheerful attitude which always retailwd a 
youthful outlook. 

Dr. Anderson was a botanical and hor
ticultural geneticist, being equally at home 
with natural species, and the cultivars descend
ed from them. He was one of the rare geniuses 
among the plantsmen of his day. The range of 
his interests was extremely wide. He wrote 
authorjtatively on at least 20 different sub
jects, including the genetics of tobacco; specia
tion in Iris; and the cytology and taxonomy of 
Tradescantia. He was a chief pioneer in the 
field of genetics-taxonomy, now known as 
biosystematics; and also did extensive research 

'on the evolutionary importance of hybridiza
tion. The new concept of "Introgressive 
Hybridization" was his brain child-and the 
subject of one book and many papers explain
ing the variation wrought by hybridization in 
many organisms. Anderson demonstrated that 
maize is divided into about 200 races and 
subraces; and originated techniques for 
recognizing and classifying these races. 

The University of Virginia's Blandy Farm 
held a soft spot in Dr. Anderson's heart. One of 
his books, Plants, Man, and Life was 
dedicated, in part, to Orland White, Blandy's 
founding Director-"Who led my thoughts in 
this direction." Anderson served on the Ar
boretum's first Advisory Board, and visited 
the Farm on many occasions. He was en
couraging and generous in various ways to 
many Blandy Fellows. 

On a field trip to Texas in the early forties
studying Tradescantia-Andy found me hard 
at work hybridizing roses. Soon after, a copy of 
Ramsbottom's A Book of Roses-containing 
descriptions and some of the beautiful colored 
rose species illustrations of Pierre-Joseph 
Redoute-arrived, the book inscribed: "May 

this speed your rose breeding" (Edgar Ander
son). Just another example of his thoughtful 
encouragement and generosity to others! 

In 1936 Dr. Anderson was decorated with 
the Order of the Yugoslavian Crown for his 
location, collection, and introduction of 
drought resistant, and cold hardy, strains of 
b()xwood. These collertiol1s played a role in his 
receipt of the coveted Darwin Wallace Medal in 
1958. And it is this accomplishment for which 
boxwood lovers most gratefully remember, 
and honor, this remarkable man. 

Walter S. Flory 
Babcock Professor of Botany Emeritus 

Wake Forest University 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina 

* * * * * 

Edgar Anderson was one of the most influen
tial botanists of the current century. He excell
ed in research, teaching, writing, and plant ex
ploration. His research papers, frequently co
authored, are generously cited some 15 years 
after he became inactive ... He was particularly 
adept at explaining the mysteries of the plant 
kingdom to the layman. His book, Plants, Man 
and Life, has become a classic ... 

Edgar and Dorothy Anderson were an ex
ceedingly generous and gracious couple. I 
came to the Missouri Botanical Garden with 
my family in the fall of 1946, to study under 
Edgar, courtesy of the John Simon Gug
genheim Foundation. Housing in St. Louis at 
that time was scarce. In fact there was none. 
Edgar and Dorothy courteously allowed the 4 
of us (2 adults and 2 young children) to occupy 
the 3rd floor of their home on Flora 
Street ... Life with the Andersons was never 
dull; and at times it seemed positively 
electric ... 

Employing a skillful blend of brilliant 
methods, Edgar became a recognized botanical 
detective, ferretting out obscure relationships 
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within species and genera. The conclusions he 
reached were based upon sound experimental 
data. 

It is true that Edgar did not have much pa
tience for those individuals less generously en
dowed.with mental alertness than himself. He 
was not one who suffered fools gladly, but it is 
also true that he quickly spotted under
developed talent among students and col
leagues. Moreover, he usually made valuable 
suggestions to the individual about maximizing 
this unused resource to his best advantage. 

Edgar was truly a "character" in the best 
sense of the word ... 

Thomas W. Whitaker 
Plant Geneticist (Collaborator) 

United States Department of Agriculture 
Agriculture Research Service, 

Pacific Basin Area 

* * * * * 

My first encounter with Edgar Anderson 
was an interesting one. It was 1 April 1965. I 
had already accepted the Directorship of the 
Missouri Botanical Garden. As I entered the 
old Administration Building from the garden 
side I met Edgar on the steps. I was introduced 
to him as the new Director all(~ he said, "You 
will do no worse than some of the others have." 
Now I was somewhat taken aback by this state
ment since it was not preceded by any 
amenities such as "I am pleased to know you" 
or "welcome to MBG." However, it was im
mediately said by Edgar, or someone else there 
on the steps, that he was including himself in 
this reference to "others." He had been Direc
tor for a while and by his own admission, not a 
very suitable one. 

From that moment on Edgar Anderson was 
a loyal and ardent supporter of mine. He was 
extremely helpful to me. I had inherited a 
number of difficult personnel problems at the 
Garden when I arrived. Edgar was an excellent 
counsel. I could count on him to give me a well
balanced picture in each of these complex 
situations. I consulted with him frequently. He 
was a thoroughly generous and wise person. 

He possessed a fertile mind, but more 
significantly, an effervescent mind. The im
ages that lie beneath the surface of many of 
our minds were for him constantly emerging 

and becoming verbalized. His descriptions of 
some individuals would be almost libelous in 
print... 

David M. Gates, Director 
University of Michigan Biological Station 

Ann Arbor, Michigan 

* * * * * 

Seven women met in Ipswich, Massachusetts 
to form The Herb Society of America on 
August 23, 1933. That same year six of that 
number, being Bostonians, were privileged to 
study botany and horticulture under the 
guidance of young Dr. Edgar Anderson of the 
Arnold Arboretum, Harvard University. He 
was keenly aware of the neglect of study in the 
field of herbs and offered them the testing 
grounds of the Harvard Laboratory as well as 
his experience in horticulture. 

When the HSA was organized ... Dr. Edgar 
Anderson ... was the first to be given the title of 
President ... and later became the first 
President-at-large when he moved to St. 
Louis ... 

He commented to his study group: "a huge 
bulk of our botanical knowledge was not <le
cumulated by scientist s hut by ent husiast ie 
amateurs who had contributed enormously to 
the growth qf knowlege." 

He advised the women to obtain "a simple 
lens; a folding pocket hand lens of glass and 
nickel is a window into another world in which 
the obscure details of our naked-eye existence 

. become magnified until they reveal their 
significance, variety and charm ... " 

Priscilla Sawyer Lord 
From The History of the Herb Society 

of A merica, 1933 - 1983 

* * * * * 

It was my great good fortune to meet Edgar 
Anderson in the early '50's, when I was myself 
in the early' 40's. Such facts are significant on
ly because at that time it was very difficult, if 
not impossible, to become a "born again stu
dent" .. .1 approached Edgar with great dif
fidence, only to be immediately assured that I 
could of course work towards a graduate 
degree in botany, even though at the time I 
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barely knew the difference between a stamen 
and pistil; furthermore that great-hearted man 
went so far as to offer to become my "major 

f " pro essor ... 
If Edgar's acceptance of me as student was 

unconventional, his teaching method was even 
more so. Plunking me down at a well-lighted 
bay window in the old Administration and 
Library Building at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden, he told me to get a typewriter, and get 
to work. With arms widespread he described 
the open shelves of the library as my text-book; 
I was free to explore everything from magni
ficient folios to recent reprints. From them, 
my assignment for the semester was to learn 
everything I could about the Tuberose and the 
Sunflower ... 

Once in a while ... Edgar would drop by to see 
what I was reading and he soon brought me a 
microscope, with permission to collect (and 
draw!) some of the things I was reading about; 
we shared giggles over my total inability as a 
botanical illustrator, and became good friends 
in a way rarely possible in such a relationship. 
This taught me a great deal about the basic 
modesty of this man, whose proudest signature 
was Edgar Anderson, Botanist; he never even 
referred to the titles and honors that had ac
crued to him over the years. One of these was 
official recognition of his extraordinary 
teaching ability, but none referred to his in
terest in his students, an interest which led me 
... possibly his last and certainly his 
oldest ... graduate student .. .into a whole new 
life. As a charismatic guide through the paths 
leading to this I think of Edgar as a sort of 
"guru;" but when I do so I also think I hear the 
loud guffaw with which he would successfully 
manage to take himself, and me, down a peg or 
two. 

Erna Rice Eisendrath 
St. Louis, Missouri 

* * * * * 

My relationship with Dr. Edgar Anderson 
was that of "a pupil." Not a pupil in a formal 
way, but as one who learned fascinating 
botanical information in every conversation I 
had with him. I found I seldom got a direct 
answer to any question I posed. A question 

with wonderment-amazement of all I had 
heard for the first time. Maybe, but just 
maybe, I had the answer to my question. The 
enrichment I gained far outweighed the impor
tance of an answer. 

Jane Penhale 
Founding member, Boxwood Society 

of the Midwest 
St. Louis Herb Society 

St. Louis, Missouri 

* * * * * 

Among his many talents, Dr. Anderson had 
an aptitude to instruct, whether the students 
represented school children from the inner ci
ty, laymen groups interested in growing 
diverse plants, or university graduates pursu
ing careers in plant evolution. All were his cap
tivated pupils, for more than anyone else I 
have known, Dr. Anderson enjoyed imparting 
information about plants ... We graduate 
students at the University of Virginia enjoyed 
immensely Dr. Anderson's visits to either 
Charlottesville or the Blandy Experimental 
Farm, for the highlight of his stay would be a 
seminar of significance and lasting impact, in
variably embellished with roundtable discus
sions with interested students. I recall clearly 
his last one in Charlottesville in the mid-1950's: 
it was an expose of the origin and evolution of 
Rosa alba and the genetic contribution of that 
species to the development of modern roses. 

Dr. Anderson kindly accepted the task of ser
ving as the external examiner for my Master's 
thesis on the roses of the Pacific Northwest 
written at the University of British 
Columbia ... He also contacted on my behalf his 
good friends at the Blandy Farm, Dr. Orland 
White and Dr. Walter S. Flory, the latter also 
an expert on roses, who eventually became my 
adviser there for a Ph.D. dissertation on the 
native roses of eastern North America .... 

Walter H. Lewis 
Professor of Biology, Washington University 

Senior Botanist, Missouri Botanical Garden 
St. Louis, Missouri 

* * * * * 

always prompted that great mind of his to When Dr. Anderson was due to arrive in St. 
disgress along many avenues. I came away Louis in September, 1922 Dr. George T. 
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Moore, Director of the Missouri Botanical 
Garden, asked me to meet him at the train in 
Union Station ... Dr. Anderson was an in
quisitive person and soon after arriving in St. 
Louis joined the Webster Groves Nature Study 
Society where he met people who were in
terested in nature, as he was. Frequently, in 
the early years of Anderson's residence in St. 
Louis, I hiked with him to places of botanical 
interest, like Elsah, Illinois; Pacific, Missouri; 
south along the railroad· tracks bordering the 
Mississippi River; and many other places near 
and far. In those years, on such field trips, it 
was possible to go and return by train. At that 
time Dr. Anderson vowed he would never drive 
an automobile, but later he did, for how could 
he have traveled about once the trains had 
disappeared from the American scene. On one 
occasion we traveled together to Ft. Wayne, 
Indiana, I to inspect collections of bearded iris 
and Anderson to study iris versicolor growing 
along the railroad tracks in Indiana. When he 
spotted large groups of this iris he left the train 
at the next station to study the variations in 
the flowers which he recorded in the January 
1927 bulletin of the American Iris Society. 
These are recollections of some instances of my 
association with Edgar Anderson, an active, 
restless person always seeking new botanical 
worlds to conquer. 

Paul Kohl 
Former Floriculturist, 

Missouri Botanical Garden 
St. Louis, Missouri 

* * * * * 

periential perspective. While he had a 
geneticist's understanding of corn genetic~, 
and an anthropologist's knowledge of the 
history of the domestication of maize, he would 
insist that one never really sees a cornfield un
til he lies down between the rows and looks up 
through the ascending cornstalks. Things like 
that made him different. 

Finally, for all of his stature as a man of 
science, Anderson dared to be impressed with 
the beauty and sanctity of nature, and was will
ing to pass it on to anyone who would accept it. 
The difference between him and most other 
people was that he wasn't bullied by the con
sensus of either his social or scientific milieu. 
He was Edgar Anderson. 

Kenneth O. Peck, Former Education 
Director, Missouri Botanical Garden; 

Technical Advisor, A. H. Hummert Seed Co., 
St. Louis, Missouri 

* * * * * 

After six years in the American tropics 
before and during World War II, years spent 
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
working on the research and exploration pro
grams dealing with natural rubber, Hevea spp., 
I returned -to the Missouri Botanical Garden 
and Washington University to complete the re
quirements for my Ph. D. in Botany (1946-47). 

I had switched my thesis to that of Hevea in 
Peru which necessitated my taking genetics 
courses from Dr. Edgar Anderson, as well as 
many lucrative hours in enlightening discus-

I first met Edgar Anderson in 1957 when I sions in his office concerning the possible 
joined the staff at the Missouri Botanical genetic relationships between the 10-12 
Garden. He was an imposing figure with a very species which existed in Peru. 
assertive manner. I wasn't certain how well I On an early spring day Dr. Anderson had our 
would get along with him. He was a master of class at Gray Summit to study the crab-apple 
the back-handed compliment-one that said collection. He reviewed the many species, 
something good in one clause and hung a noose varieties and hybrids. Then came his big ques
on the recipient in the bther. But Anderson, tion of the day. Find Species A and its hybrid 
who was a behaviorist, was a perenni-al X. Study them and then find the other Parent 
teacher. His manner, his words and .his wit all B. It so happened that only hybrid X and its 
taught his students something. Anyone who parent B both exhibited prominent "short
listened to Anderson was a potential student.... shoots," a phenomenon which also occurs in 

Anderson was not afraid to be different. Not some species of Hevea and which we had 
that he tried to be different. He really was dif- discussed together. Apparently I was the only 
ferent and I believe he knew that. With Ander- person really expected to find his answer cor
son, learning had both its intellectual and ex- rectly-which I did, and most likely that 
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answer weighed heavily in my later passing my 
"orals" leading to the degree. 

Dr Anderson was one of those remarkable 
people who left a lasting impression on most of 
his students .... Perhaps his greatest attribute 
was his keen perception and observation and 
his ability to get his students to use their eyes! 

Russell J. Seibert 
Retired Director, Longwood Gardens 

Kenneth Square, Pennsylvania 

* * * * * 

I regard Edgar Anderson as the most 
brilliant and interesting person I have known 
in my lifetime. He was already "a living 
legend" when I arrived at the Missouri 
Botanical Garden in 1965. Some of this legend 
originated from Edgar's propensity to be a bit 
irascible or sharp-tongued with his profes
sional peers. But that side of his nature was 
seldom revealed to students and interested 
amateurs with whom he was incredibly helpful, 
gentle and, of course, fascinating. 

Because Edgar was totally disinterested 
.(and probably . inept) in finance, management 
and administration, he seemed to hold those of 
us with such responsibilities in some awe. As a 
consequence therefore he and I quickly 
developed a friendly, symbiotic relation
ship-Edgar came to me for advice on manage
ment of his affairs and I began to mine his 
treasure lode of information about the Garden, 
the Arboretum and natural history. 

Above all Edgar was an exceptionally acute 
observer. This unique ability to see and under
stand patterns in the incredibly complex 
natural world led to major advances in botany 
and ecology. His powers of observation extend
ed to members of his own species. Many times 
he would recognize (and comment upon) a per
son strolling through the Garden in the far 
distance simply by observing subtle clues of 
gait or posture. This ability fascinatedme and I 
did not hesitate to test him at every opportuni
ty. 

We all remember Edgar Anderson for his 
genius, his teaching and his power of com
munication. I remember· him also as a warm, 
sensitive, sometimes irritating, but lovable 
bear of a man with a unique sense of humor. 
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His participation in my life was much too brief, 
but everlasting in its influence. 

Mark W. Paddock 
The University of Michigan Biological Station 

(Formerly Assistant Director, 
Missouri Botanical Garden, 1965-1971) 

* * * * * 

Fresh from England as a student trainee at 
the Arnold Arboretum, my first meeting with 
Edgar Anderson was in 1927 in the library of 
that institution. Professor Sargent had died 
earlier that year and Ernest Wilson had taken 
over the reins in his stead. Sensing my feeling 
of strangeness in these new surroundings, Dr. 
Anderson, in typical kindly fashion, went out 
of his way to fill me in on the total operation of 
the Arboretum, its programs and especially the 
personalities and their idiosyncrasies as only 
he could do. This was before his excursions in 
the Balkans, and although I soon left Boston 
for Cornell University our friendship continued 
over many years. At the Morris Arboretum in 
Philadelphia we enjoyed his advice on develop
ment of the research programs, as well as his 
helpfulness to me, personally, in unravelling 
some of the more tricky breeding problems 
with native azaleas with which I was then 
working. Later, at Blandy Farm in Virginia, it 
was a pleasure to find much of the plant 
residue of his own earlier interests and 
assemblage. Opinionated? Just a little, 
perhaps, but aren't we all to some degree? But 
a dedicated and kindly person with a fund of 
knowledge and with a marvellous sense of 
humor. 

Henry T. Skinner 
Retired Director, U.S. National Arboretum 

Washington, D.C. 

* * * * * 

I met Edgar, Dorothy, and Phoebe and got to 
know them first when I became a member of 
the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers). I 
was about seventeen years old and was greatly 
impressed by the Andersons as a family and by 
Edgar in particular. He was a "weighty" 
member of the St. Louis Friends Meeting and 



when meditating, his huge frame, comfortably 
positioned in a chair, took on a posture of 
other-worldiness. Edgar didn't speak often in 
meeting, but when he did almost invariably his 
sense of humor and wise perspective became 
apparent. 

Dorothy and Edgar used to travel a good bit 
in those days and I would stay at home-in the 
100 year old enchanted gate house at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden where they 
lived-with Phoebe ... their only child ..... 

I remember so well many evening meals in 
the springtime with the Andersons ... Dorothy 
was a wonderful cook and the way in which 
food was served was an aesthetic experience of 
its own. At every meal I ever had at the Ander
son's, Edgar would put a fresh orchid at my 
place at table .... 

Edgar told me once that whenever he was 
particularly concerned about something he 
would walk through the Garden, trying to solve 
his immediate problem. Later I learned from, 
his daughter that when the problem was of ma
jor importance he would don a white Nehru hat 
just like the one worn by Nehru, and then pro
ceed with his walk .... My husband now has this 
hat and we are both amazed at how enormous 
it is, for Dr. Anderson did in the literal sense 
have a very big head. 

He was a hulking sort of person physically: 
heavy set and large boned. Once after return
ing from a trip to India, Edgar was very im
pressed by the graceful beauty of Indian 
women in their silk saris. His enthusiasm be
came so great as he was telling me and my 
family of the sensuousness of the softly flowing 
silk that he, quite unconsciously, got to his feet 
and began imitating the movements of the In
dian women. I was ... overwhelmed by the 
gracefulness and sensitivity which transform
ed this huge, lumbering man into the most 
delicate, fragile vision imaginable .... 

As Edgar's health ... declined, he once told me 
that as he slowed down it forced him to see how 
terribly fast everyone else was running 
around. He shook his head as if he felt sorry for 
all of us who were locomoting at such a frantic 
pace that we were missing the really important 
meaning of life .... 

Suzanne Geist Hallett 
Hightstown, New Jersey 

* * * * * 

1'd like to relate an incident that happened 
on one of our California excursions (with 
Edgar Anderson) in 1943, when We were both 
on the U.C. Berkeley Campus. One sparkling, 
warm March day, we crossed the Bay to a 
mountain that rises above the city of South San 
Francisco. Its green, grassy slopes were in 
some places covered with the delicate pale blue 
flowers of a rare species of Iris, of which he 
wanted to make a careful study of variation 
within the population. When we arrived in the 
middle of one of the patches of bloom, he got 
out paper and pencil, ruler and magnifying 
lens, and together we recorded in detail the 
shape and intricate markings on the petals of 
one plant after another. After we had been 
working thus for about half an hour, he laid 
down his pencil and paper, spread himself out 
on the grass with his arms outstretched, and 
commented: "Ledyard, aren't we two of the 
most lucky people in the world here on this 
beautiful hillside, on a warm spring day, with 
the view of your marvelous San Francisco Bay 
spread out before us, examining these in
credibly fascinating flowers, and calling it 
'work!' " 

One of the characteristics I admired most 
about Edgar was his ability to combine the 
serious with 'the joyful, and to see the silver lin
ing even when the clouds became the darkest. 

G. Ledyard Stebbins 
Department of Genetics 
University of California 

Davis, California 

* * * * * 

I first got acquainted with Edgar Anderson 
when he was a visiting scholar at Stanford 
University's Center for Advanced Study in the 
Behavioral Sciences in 1951. His keen insight 
into, and love for, all growing things were evi
dent to everyone as he led groups of students 
through the hills and valleys of California. 
Anderson was a superb observer and a keen, 
compassionate man who 'had the ability to in
terest everyone in what he found worthwhile. 
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His contributions to our understanding of the 
process of hybridization in plants will long be 
appreciated by everyone interested in the 
development of life on earth. 

Peter H. Raven, Director 
Missouri Botanical Garden 

St. Louis, Missouri 

* * * * * 

Some people may remember Edgar Ander
son as a geneticist, as a systematist or as a hor
ticulturist - but he was ... more. I think that the 
title that he chose for himself in the last years 
at the Garden - Botanist - is most fitting, for 
he was an all-around botanist, the likes of 
which we may never see again. His knowledge 
of plants was phenomenal, both from reading 
and from personal observation. A brief study 
of a plant and it was fixed in his mind forever. 

He was also an economic botanist and con
servationist as well, and he understood the pro
blems that only recently are becoming more 
generally appreciated, such as the destruction 
of the forests and the need for more and better 
-foods. It was he who enticed me to study 
sunflowers .... Unfortunately, he didn't live to 
see the sunflower become one of the world's 
major oil sources. 

As a teacher he was most ... unorthodox. He 
would give the student a plant and tell him to 
learn all about it. If the student consulted only 
books, as I once did, he learned when the Pro-

fessor returned that that was not what he had 
in mind. One learned things that weren't in the 
books by examining the plant .... 

Charles B. Heiser, Jr. 
Distinguished Professor of Botany 

Department of Biology 
Indiana University 

Bloomington, Indiana 

* * * * * 

I first knew Edgar Anderson through the St. 
Louis Herb Society. Occasionally, when his 
correspondence concerned herbs, he would 
send me a carbon of a letter he had written. In 
one such letter he had answered the inquiries 
about herbs made by a well-known New 
England writer on herbs and also an inquiry 
about his position at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden. He replied: "Since last spring, by my 
own request, I have been listed as Botanist. 
Since I am one, never wanted to be anything 
else, and it covers all my various activities." 
He told me virtually the same thing one sum
mer day when I ·met him by chance at the 
Garden, and we stopped for a short visit on a 
tree-shaded bench. He said: "All I have ever 
wanted to be known as was 'botanist'." 

Mary A. Gamble 
Founding member, Boxwood Society of 

the Midwest 
Honorary member, St. Louis Herb Society 

In Memory 

Charles H. Dick 
Winchester, Virginia 

John Nelson Dorsey, Jr. 
Pinebluff, North Carolina 

Juanita Hall Dorsey 
Pinebluff, North Carolina 

Herbert A. Solenberger 
Winchester, Virginia 
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NEW ABS SECOND VICE PRESIDENT 

Mary (Mrs. Malcolm L.) Holekamp, a founder 
and past president of, first, the Boxwood 
Study Group of the St. Louis Herb Society and 
then, the Boxwood Society of the Midwest, was 
elected Second Vice President of the ABS at 
the Annual Meeting on May 9, 1984. She suc
ceeds her compatriot, Mary A. (Mrs. D. 
Goodrich) Gamble in that office and brings to it 
much the same experience and enthusiasm. 
She will long be remembered for her part in the 
moving presentation on "The Pain and 
Pleasure of Growing Boxwood in the Midwest" 
at the ABS Annual Meeting in May 1983. (See 
The Boxwood Bulletin, July 1983, Page 15.) 
The Holekamps have raised four children in 
their home at Webster Groves, a suburb of St. 
Louis, Missouri and have been propagating and 
growing boxwoods in their garden nursery for 
many years. Mrs. Holekamp tells something of 
her lifelong love of gardening and her associa
tion with Dr. Edgar S. Anderson-a fitting 
subject in this issue-in the following bio
graphical statement. 

"From early childhood, gardening has 
brought great joy to my life. I grew up in 
Michigan where my paternal grandfather filled 
my summers with the joy of growing plants on 
the windy shore of Lake Huron. My maternal 
grandmother was an equally enthusiastic horti
culturist. She not only unveiled the beauty of 
tropical gardening to me in her Florida home, 
but often took me with her on her extensive 
travels through the southeastern states. It was 
then, at a very early age, that I first met and 
was enamored of boxwood. I remember at age 
four being shown "a secret room" that was, in
deed, just the inside of a very old boxwood in 
Annapolis, Maryland. 

"I attended Sweet Briar College near 
Amherst, Virginia wher.e grow some of the 
loveliest old boxwood in that state. Then on to 
Lexington, Virginia where my husband was' a 
student. Living in those two places in the Old 
Dominion enhanced my already ingrained 
devotion to Buxus. 

"At our home in Webster Groves, Missouri 
boxwood is revered as a rare botanical achieve
ment in the garden. I found some growing at 
the Missouri Botanical Garden and also at the 
home of one of my teachers, Mr. Clarence 

Barbre. He gave me several cuttings of Buxus 
microphylla which became the nucleus of my 
boxwood nursery. He also suggested that I 
discuss this favorite plant with Edgar Ander
son. 

"I had already met the legendary Dr. Ander
son through the St. Louis Herb Society so that 
I could learn to grow fresh herbs for my cook
ing. I found that we shared a gustatory en
thusiasm and a Michigan heritage in common. 
Any question I asked him was answered not 
only deeply and thoroughly but also with a list 
of recommended reading that sent me scurry
ing to our-great library at Shaw's garden. Dr. 
Anderson guided the Herb Society through the 
herb gardens of history, commerce and land
scape design, and he also led a few of us into 
serious study of Buxus. which moved us to 
found t he Boxwood St ud~' Croup. lat el' the 
Boxwood Society of till' Mid\\-t·~t. 

"Our search for boxwoods which will grow in 
our area has been fascinating, challenging and 
rewarding. It is also gratifying to return each 
spring to our summer house in Port Huron, 
Michigan to discover which rooted Buxus cut
tings have survived the hostile northern winter 
which some of our garden books tell us that 
boxwood cannot withstand. 

"In addition to my horticultural interests I 
have taught both cooking and foreign 
languages at the high school level. Also, I have 
served as a guide and as a member of the 
Women's Board at the Missouri Botanical 
Garden. I look forward with great pleasure to 
working with the Board and membership of the 
American Boxwood Society." . 
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NEW ABS SECRETARY 

Mr. Harrison M. Symmes was elected 
Secretary of the American Boxwood Society at 
the Twenty-Fourth Annual Meeting in May. 
Mr. Symmes needs little introduction to 
readers of The Boxwood Bulletin; he has con
tributed numerous articles on boxwood over 
the years. His two most recent ones, "Box
wood-the English Connection" (July 1983, 
Page 6) and "Native Stands of Boxwood in 
Modern Turkey" (April 1984, Page 76) reflect 
the broad interest in boxwood which he 
developed during his years with the U.S. 
Foreign Service. Earlier articles show the 
depth of his interest as well: "Are Antitrans
pirants the Panacea for Boxwood Winter In
jury?" (October 1978, Page 21) and "Growing 
Your Own Boxwood from Seed" (January 
1981, Page 47). Mr. Symmes is a Life Member 
of the ABS and served three terms as a Direc
tor immediately before being elected 
Secretary. In the following biographical state
ment he summarizes his professional career 
and tells of his gardening experience. 

and entered the Foreign Service in 1947. Dur
ing my 27 -year Foreign Service career as an 
Arabic language and area specialist I served in 
Egypt, Syria, Kuwait and Libya, and was Am
bassador to Jordan from 1967 to 1970. Then 
followed an assignment in Washington as 
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Congressional 
Relations in the Department of State, and 
after that as Deputy Inspector General of the 
Foreign Service. 

"After retiring from the Foreign Service in 
1974 I was President of Windham College in 
Putney, Vermont for two academic years. 
Then I served as Director of Mount Vernon 
from 1976 to 1980 and as Director of Member
ship and Development of the Wilderness Socie
ty from 1980 to 1983. Currently I am a free
lance Management Consultant for nonprofit 
organizations. 

"I have gardened in the Near East and 
North Africa as well as in North Carolina, 
Virginia and Vermont. My special boxwood in
terests are its history, geographic distribution 
and propagation. Mrs. Symmes and I are cur-

"I was born in Wilmington, North Carolina rently residents of Alexandria, Virginia but 
and attended the University of North Carolina plan to move this year permanently to our for
at Chapel Hill, receiving my B.A. degree in ty acres near Upperville, Virginia where I have 
1942. Following four years of military service established a boxwood 'mini-nursery.' I look 
in World War II I earned an M.A. degree in forward to serving as your Secretary and liv
History from George Washington University ing close to Blandy Farm." 
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NEW ABS DIRECTOR 

Our new Director, elected to the Board at the 
Annual Meeting on May 9, 1984, is Mr. William 
N. Mays of Amherst, Virginia. Members who 
participated in the Fourth ABS Tour, which 
encompassed the Lynchburg area of Virginia, 
will readily recall Mr. Mays as the gentleman 
who ably conducted them through the grounds 
of Sunnyside Boxwood Farm. (See The Box
wood Bulletin, January 1983, Page 37). Mr. 
and Mrs. Mays have been operating this com
mercial boxwood nursery of about 25 acres for 
over 10 years. Thus, in addition to his scientific 
interest in boxwood, Mr. Mays brings to the 
Board valuable experience as a professional 
nurseryman. In the statement which follows 
Mr. Mays provides some biographical informa
tion about himself and his family. 

"My residence in Amherst County began at 
birth on September 30,1930 near the village of 
Clifford. As was customary in that era, my 
youth was spent assisting my father in the pro
duction of crops on a general farm. 

"Upon graduating from the University of 
Virginia in 1951 with a B.A. in economics, I 
entered the banking business in Lynchburg. 

After two mergers the bank is now Sovran 
Bank, and I have been head of the Lynchburg 
Trust Department since 1961. 

"Also in 1961 I married Susan M. Williams 
of Amherst, whose grandfather, Frank R. 
Williams, established the Sunnyside Boxwood 
Farm in 1928. Susan and I have been operating 
this boxwood nursery since 1973 and have had 
the pleasure of witnessing plants from 
Amherst become a part of the landscaping of 
some very lovely public and private gardens. 
We have three sons and a daughter and believe 
that one son has an interest in continuing the 
boxwood operation for another generation. 

"In meeting the responsibilities of citizen
ship I served a term on the Amherst County 
Board of Supervisors from 1964 to 1968. Also, 
I have been a director of the Lynchburg 
General-Marshall Lodge Hospital for several 
years and served as trustee of Virginia 
Episcopal School. For approximately 25 years 
I have been a Rotarian. We attend Ascension 
Episcopal Church in Amherst. 

"I am honored to have been elected a Direc
tor of the American Boxwood Society and as a 
grower I hope I can make a contribution to the 
activities of the Society." 
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THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

INFORMATION 
Address: Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular (individual) membership dues of The 
American Boxwood Society are now $10.00. This 
includes $8.00 for a subscription to The Boxwood 
Bulletin. 

The Boxwood Society membership year runs 
from May of one year through April of the follow
ing year. Dues are payable in advance of each 
membership year. New members who join the 
Society at intervening times of the year are sent all 
four issues of The Bulletin for that membership 
year and then, like other members, pay dues in ad
vance of the next membership year. 

Non-member subscriptions are for groups and in
stitutions such as botanic gardens, libraries, etc. 
Subscriptions are $10.00 per year, and run by the 
calendar year. 

At the present time all back issues of The Box
wood Bulletin are available except Vol. 22, No.1, 
July 1982 (photocopy can be supplied, however). 
Price per single copy of any and all issues is $2.50. 

The present classes of membership are: 

Category 

Individual 
Family 
Contributing 
Sustaining 
Life 
Patron 
Institutional 
Subscriber 

Annual Dues 

$ 10 
15 
25 
50 
250 
500 or more 

10 

Gift memberships are announced to the reci
pients by boxwood-decorated cards which state 
that four issues of The Boxwood Bulletin are includ
ed in membership. 

Contributions are welcome for the Research 
Fund, the Boxwood Memorial Garden and the Box
wood Handbook. 

Members of the American Boxwood Society are 
reminded of the 1968 IRS decision that contribu
tions to and for the use of the Society are deductible 
by donors as provided in Section 170 of the Code. 

FOR YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 

If your letter is concerned with: 

Change of address 
Membership: new, renewal or gift 
Dues 
Donations to research programs or memorial 
gifts 
Ordering back issues of The Bulletin 
Ordering List of Registered Boxwoods 

Write to: 
Treasurer 

American Boxwood Society 
Box 85 

Boyce, VA 22620 

If your letter is concerned with: 

General information about the Society 
Advice concerning boxwood problems or 
cultural information 

Boxwood cultivar selection 

Write to: 

American Boxwood Society 
Box 85 

Boyce, VA 22620 

Your request will be forwarded to a member of 
the Board or another appropriate member who can 
provide the help you have requested. 

You are also welcome to write directly to the 
President of the American Boxwood Society: 

Mr. Richard D. Mahone 
P. O. Box 751 

Williamsburg, VA 23185 

If you have contributions for The Boxwood 
Bulletin - articles, news, notes, photographs. sug
gestions or anything of probable interest to box
wood people - it saves time to direct them to the 
Editor: 

Mr. Scot Butler, Editor 
The Boxwood Bulletin 

p:o. Box 190 
Bluemont, VA 22012 



Membership in 

The American Boxwood Society 

For ____________________________ __ 

From _________________________ _ 

The Boxwood Bulletin will be sent to you 
quarterly. 

Christmas Gift Membership 
Gift Membership 

in the 

American Boxwood Society 

If you are looking for a gift for a friend, why not give a 
membership in the American Boxwood Society? 

Above you see a reproduction of a gift card just as it 
would go to one of your friends announcing your gift 
membership. The cost is $10 per year, including four 
issues of The Boxwood Bulletin. Send your gift request 
to the Treasurer, American Boxwood Society, P.O. Box 
85, Boyce, Virginia 22620. 
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