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Annual Meeting Celebrates 
25th Birthday of ABS 

Lowering skies failed to diminish the spiri ts 
of some 74 members and guests of the 
American Boxwood Society gathered at Blan
dy Farm on May 14, 1986 to celebrate the 
Society's 25th birthday. If the sun didn't shine 
at least the rain held off so that all outdoor 
events went on as scheduled. The occasion was 
highlighted by the presence of 17 charter 
members, a tasty fried chicken luncheon and a 
spirited auction. 

On Tuesday evening, May 13, about 30 
members gathered in the Blandy Farm library 
to enjoy slides of the six ABS garden tours 
presented by Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. 
Frackelton. The color slides evoked pleasant 
memories for t hose who went on the tours and 
stirred the interest of others in going on future 
excursions. Following this illustrated lecture, 
refreshments were served in the library, 
courtesy of the Frackeltons and Mr. Dale 
Taylor, who had brought some vintage wine 
for the celebration. Mrs. Katherine Ward serv
ed as hostess. 

Wednesday morning got off to a chilly start 
with a lecture tour through the ABS Memorial 
Garden led by Joan Butler. More than 40 
stalwart souls followed Mrs. Butler as she 
pointed out and discussed those plants that she 
considers to be of unusual interest or merit. 
Many in the group expressed surprise at the 
wide variety of sizes, shapes and colors among 
the 85 specimen plants, and all admired the 
fine appearance of the Garden. 

President Richard D. Mahone called the mor
ning (business) session of the meeting to order 
in the library at 11 a.m. for the last time. After 
serving five years as president he chose not to 
run again. His successor is Mrs. Robert L. 
Frackelton who has served with distinction as 
first vice president for the past five years. Dur
ing the business session Mr. Mahone introduc
ed those members who had traveled the far
thest to attend the Annual Meeting: Mr. and 
Mrs. D. Goodrich Gamble and Mrs. Malcolm 
Holekamp from Missouri, and Mr. Marty 
Fabiszewski from Georgia. The minutes of the 
business session are printed on Page 3. 

A special event of the morning session was 
recognition of the 17 charter members who ac-
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Photo: R obert L. Frackelton 
President Mahone relinquishes the boxwood 
gavel to his successor, Mrs. Frackelton. 

cepted the Society's invitation to attend the 
meeting and luncheon as "honored guests." 
(Some charter members who signified their 
desire and intention to attend were unable to 
do so at the last minute.) As their names were 
called the charter members walked to the front 
of the library where they were warmly ap
plauded. Each was invited to select from the 
nearby table an elegant small plant of B. s. var. 
suffruticosa thoughtfully donated for the occa
sion by two members from Lynchburg, Mr. 
Kenneth Shumaker and Dr. Stephen Southall. 
Shown left to right in the cover photo are the 
following 17 charter members: Mr. Charles K. 
Woltz, Mrs. Woltz (partially hidden), Mrs. 
Ruby P. Chism, Mrs. Antone Rodgers, Mrs. 
Richard C. Plater, Jr., Mrs. Frederick Sturm, 
Mrs. B. C. Pearce, Mrs. E. E. Colbert, Mrs. 
Gerald T. Halpin, Mrs. Harry A. de Butts, Pro
fessor Albert S. Beecher (partially hidden), 
Mrs. Thomas W. di Zerega, Mrs. Herbert A. 
Solenberger, Mrs. A. Garland Williams, Mr. 
Lunsford L. Loving, Mrs. Chester L. Riley and 
Dr. Walter S. Flory. 

Among the memorabilia that charter 



members brought was Mrs. Rodger's receipt, 
signed by Dr. Flory in 1961 when he was 
treasurer, for payment of two dollars in dues. 
Mrs. Riley contributed the following 
reminiscence of the summer of 1961 at Blandy 
Farm: 

The summer of 1961 was hot and dry. Many 
people had drilled wells and not found water. 
Not so at Blandy. 

They had been using an old well near the 
water tower, but after hurricane Agnes the 
well was damaged and they needed a new one. 
Dr. Ralph Singleton was director at the time. 
They started drilling for water out in the front 
field and they struck it. Dr. Singleton jumped 
in the farm truck and drove over to the library 
where Mrs. Whiting and I were working on 
The Boxwood Bulletin. He was so excited he 
had to tell someone and take someone to see it. 
I jumped in the truck along with my dog, and 
away we went across the field where the water 
was flowing clean and clear. Attached to the 
shaft was a big firehose from which Dr. 
Singleton, the dog and I all had a nice cold 
drink. The well is still in use and still furnishes 
water for the projects at Blandy. 
The meeting recessed at noon for a delicious 

luncheon prepared, under the supervision of 
ABS member Mrs. T. Haliburton McCoy, by 
the Greenway Garden Club. 

Photo: Estellita Hart 
Mr. John Boyd and Mr. Dale Taylor bring pro-
fessionalism to the boxwood auction as auc-
tioneer and record keeper.'respectively. 
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The meeting reconvened at 1 p.m. for the 
afternoon session which was devoted to several 
talks by Society officers describing past and 
present activities of the Society in the fields of 
research, workshops and publication of The 
Boxwood Bulletin. The text of two of these 
talks begins on Page 5. 

The session closed with a vote of thanks to 
President Mahone and to Mr. and Mrs. Scot 
Butler-who will be retiring at the end of the 
year as editors of The Boxwood Bulletin-for 
their dedicated service to the Society. 

Immediately following the meeting, the se
cond annual boxwood auction was held in the 
courtyard of "The Quarters." This year's auc
tion earned $743 for the Society, a healthy in
crease over last year's results. Thanks go to all 
who had a hand in making the auction so much 
fun and so profitable, especially those who 
donated and those who bought plants. 

List of Registrants 
Twenty-Sixth Annual Meeting 

Mrs. Opal Balfe 
Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
Mrs. Alice Battle 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert S. Beecher 

Photo: Estellita Ha.rt 
Mrs. Howard C. Smith of McLean, Virginia ' 
beams as she wins the bidding for one of the box-
wood plants. 



Mr. and Mrs. John W. Boyd, Jr. 
Mrs. James E. Bryon 
Mr. and Mrs. Scot Butler 
Mr. and Mrs. \Villiam J. Chism 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Clifford 
Mrs. E. E. Colbert 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward F. Connor 
Mrs. Jean Clifford Costello 
The Honorable B. Waugh Crigler 
Mrs. J. Blackwell Davis 
Mrs. Harry A. de Butts 
Mrs. Charles H. Dick 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. di Zerega 
Mr. Ralph N. Dorsey 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Ewert 
Mr. Marty Fabiszewski 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Faiszt 
Mr. S. Douglas Fleet 
Dr. Walter S. Flory 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
Mr. James T. Gallagher 
Mr. and Mrs. D. Goodrich Gamble 
Mr. Wilburn B. Graves 
Mr. William A. Gray 
Mrs. Alice S. Haggerty 
Mrs. Paul Haldeman 
Mrs. Gerald T. Halpin 
Mrs. George Harnsberger 
Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hart 
Mrs. Malcolm Holekamp 

Mr. Jack N. Kegley 
Cdr. and Mrs. P. D. Larson 
Mr. Lunsford L. Loving 
Mr. Richard D. Mahone 
Mr. William N. Mays 
Mrs. T. Haliburton McCoy 
Dr. Graham Morrison 
Mrs. N. F. H. Morrison 
Mrs. B. C. Pearce 
Mr. Robert A. Penney 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Plater, Jr. 
Mrs. Chester L. Riley 
Mrs. Antone Rodgers 
Mrs. Lucille Rollins 
Mrs. William C. Seipp 
Mr. Kenneth Shumaker 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard C. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard C. Smith 
Mrs. Herbert A. Solenberger 
Dr. Stephen D. Southall 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward L. Stock, Jr. 
Mrs. Frederick Sturm 
Mr. Eugene Sytsma 
Mr. Dale T. Taylor 
Mrs. Katherine Ward 
Mrs. Russell M. Weaver 
Mrs. A. Garland Williams 
Mr. Walter D. Wisecarver, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Woltz 
Mr. Steve Zapton 

Minutes of the Business Session of the 26th Annual Meeting 
May 14,1986 

President Richard D. Mahone called the 
meeting to order at 11 a.m. in the Blandy Farm 
Library. A total of 82 persons registered for 
the meeting and 74 attended. All officers and 
directors were present with the exception of 
Mrs. James M. Sykes. 

The President introduced Dr. Edward F. 
Connor, the new Director of Blandy Farm, to 
the membership. He thanked both Dr. Connor 
and Blandy Farm Manager Thomas E. Ewert 
for inviting us to meet at Blandy, for having 
made preparations for the meeting and' for 
having the grounds in such good shape. . 

It was voted to dispense with the reading of 
the minutes of the 1985 Annual Meeting, which 
were published in the July 1985 issue of The 
Boxwood Bulletin. 

The Treasurer, Mrs~ Katherine D. Ward, 
presented a report covering the period from 
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May 8, 1985 through May 12, 1986. It showed 
receipts of $12,060.64, disbursements of 
$12,841.44 and total assets of $17,681.27. (The 
itemized report is printed at the end of these 
minutes.) Included in total assets was a balance 
of $7,902.14 for special funds divided as 
follows: 

Boxwood Handbook 
Boxwood Memorial Garden 
Boxwood research 
Index to The Boxwood Bulletin 
Undesignated donations 

$4,377.50 
980.14 
389.50 

75.00 
2,080.00 

The Treasurer's Report was accepted. 
The president then called for committee 

reports. 
Professor Albert S. Beecher said that the 

boxwood handbook will include general sec
tions on culture, propagation, diseases, insects, 



etc. and special information on historical 
background, new cultivars (including descrip
tions), boxwood hardiness in different areas of 
the country, decorating with boxwood and 
topiary. This material will soon be ready for 
review by a committee to be appointed by our 
new president. 

Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf described a comprehen
sive index to all 25 published volumes of The 
Boxwood Bulletin which he has been working 
on for almost two years. It is primarily a sub
ject listing running to about 60 pages. He ex
pects to see it published by late summer or ear
ly fall. In addition to the index, Mr. Batdorf has 
written about 80 pages of a monograph on the 
genus Buxus. He hopes to complete the 
monograph within the next four years. He ex
pressed the desire of some day having a living 
collection at the National Arboretum of all box- . 
wood species as well as written descriptions of 
them. 

At this point Dr. Walter S. Flory was asked 
to speak briefly on the founding of the 
American Boxwood Society 25 years ago. Dr. 
Flory said that the large amount of boxwood 
growing at Blandy Farm and interest in learn
ing about the new cultivars then being in
troduced provided the impulse-primarily from 
J. Churchill Newcomb-for forming a boxwood 
society. He referred the audience to his article 
in the April 1986 issue of The Boxwood Bulletin 
for a fuller account of how the ABS began. 

Continuing the committee reports, Mr. 
Thomas E. Ewert and Commander P. D. Lar
son spoke about the ABS memorial garden. 
Mr. Ewert traced the development of the 
garden. Twenty-five years ago the Society 
began with a few small boxwood plants and 
some books. In 1974 a proposal was approved 
to create a garden; in 1975 Professor Beecher 
and he staked out an area and Beecher drew 
the plan. In 1976 some plants were moved 
from the nursery area to the garden. Only 
labeled plants were moved. Organizations and 
members have since contributed many plants. 
In 1981 improved plant labels were purchased 
and in 1983 an annual boxwood "work day" 
was inaugurated. Mr. Ewert asked members to 
alert the garden committee if any plants seem
ed to be mislabeled. 

Commander "Swede" Larson said that in 
the year that he had served as chairman of the 
garden committee a self-guided tour of the 
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garden-emphasizing about 15 plants-has 
been developed with the help of Mrs. Mary (D. 
Goodrich) Gamble, the plan of the garden was 
updated for publication in the latest Bulletin, 
new labels have been acquired, six new 
specimens have been added, and a spray pro
gram against insects instituted. The spring 
work days announced for May 2 and 3 failed to 
bring out many volunteers, but Mrs. Larson, 
Captain W. J. Sheehan and he did a lot of prun
ing, cleaned and waxed labels and "fluffed up" 
the mulch in preparation for the Annual 
Meeting. In the future he hopes to publish a 
policy statement regarding the purpose and 
goals of the garden, develop a plant propaga
tion, acquisition and testing program and 
develop data on each specimen. Projects in
clude moving the entrance sign of the garden 
and building a stone retaining wall. He stress
ed that maintenance is a continuing process 
and set his minimum needs at $600 per year 
and 150 man-hours of volunteer help from 
members. 

Following Commander Larson's presenta
tion, member Edward Stock proposed that the 
ABS adopt a more vigorous approach to 
generating interest among the general public 
as well as nurserymen in the many desirable 
cultivars of boxwood on display in the 
Memorial Garden. (See Mail Box on Page 19.) 

Mr. William N. Mays, chairman of the 
nominating committee, presented the follow
ing slate for the coming year: 

Officers to serve for a term of one year 
President Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
First Vice President Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
Second Vice President Mrs. Malcolm L. Holekamp 
Secretary Mrs. P. D. Larson 
Executive Treasurer Mrs. Joyce Warren 

Directors to serve for a term of three years 
Dr. Walter S. Flory 
Mr. Richard D. Mahone 

There being no additional nominations from 
the floor it was moved and seconded that the 
Secretary cast a unanimous ballot for the en
tire slate. 

The business session was adjourned at 12. 
noon for lunch. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Beverly C. Larson, Secretary 



Treasurer's Report, Annual Meeting 
May 14, 1986 

Checking account balance, May 12, 1986 
Certificate of deposit 

3,575.23 
14,106.04 

Checking account balance, May 7,1985 $ 4,356.03 Total Assets $17,681.27 

Receipts: 
Membership dues 
Gifts and donations 
Sales of The Boxwood Bulletin 
Sales of Buyer's Guide 
Interest income, checking account 
Boxwood plant sale 
Registration, Annual Meeting 

Total Receipts 

Disbursements: 
Annual Meeting (1985) 
Mr. Proctor S. Harvey (Speaker) 
Research 
Printing 
Safe deposit box key 
Telephone 
Postage 
Treasurer's salary 
Board meetings 
Buyer's Guide (typing, printing) 
Fairfax County Park Authority (plant booth) 
Plant labels 
Boxwood garden (mulch, labor) 
Furniture (office storage cabinets, desk) 
Dues, Boxwood Society of the Midwest 
Funds added to certificate of deposit 

Total Disbursements 

9,020.00 
1,093.00 

392.50 
262.50 
191.64 
694.50 
406.50 

12,060.()4 

240.27 
50.00 

1,000.00 
(),804.10 

5.00 
24.91 

()07.55 
836.00 
135.38 
402.10 

15.00 
159.59 
190.44 

1,380.10 
5.00 

98().OO 

12,841.44 

Two Talks Given at the Annual Meeting 

Respectfully submitted, 
Katherine D. Ward, 

Executive Treasurer 

Meetings of the Board of 
Directors and the 

Executive Committee 
May 14,1986 

A brief meeting of the Board of Directors 
was held during the lunch hour of the Annual 
Meeting. Mr. Batdorf and Commander Larson 
were elected to the Executive Committee, 
which automatically includes the president, the 
treasurer and the secretary. 

The Executive Committee met to appoint a 
nominating committee for next year. Those ap
pointed were Mr. Mahone (chairman), Captain 
William J. Sheehan and Mrs. George W. Bur
ton. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Beverly C. Larson, Secretary 

Boxwood Research,Past and Current 
William A. Gray 

Support of research was implicit at the inception 
of the American Boxwood Society. The Society was 
sponsored by the Orland E. White Research Ar
boretum Advisory Committee as an "an organiza
tion for the study and promotion of boxwood." The 
Constitution states that the Society shall in
vestigate and disseminate information on boxwood, 
including knowledge of its horticultural and scien
tific aspects. Our ABS fact sheet notes that !'the 
Society encourages research on the genus Buxus." 

"Research" is generally accepted to mean the 
systematic study in some field of knowledge, under
taken to establish facts or principles. Research may 
be "pure"-motivated solely by a desire for further 
knowledge-or it may be "applied" -undertaken to 
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solve an identified problem. In the case of boxwood, 
research is likely to cover scientific, cultural, 
historical, or even commercial aspects. Hopefully, 
any efforts sponsored by this Society will be useful 
to someone; however, there is no guarantee that a 
research project will produce practical results. 

During its first ten years, the American Boxwood 
Society encouraged research on boxwood, provided 
a forum for discussions, and assisted in the 
dissemination of research information. Republica
tion, with permission, of suitable research papers 
was initiated at an early date. So far, some twenty 
non-sponsored research articles have been publish
ed in The Boxwood Bulletin. These papers cover 
aspects of insect and disease control, winter har-



diness, culture, and history. At the Society's Fifth 
Annual Meeting, as reported in the July 1965 Box-
wood Bulletin, Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr., offered 
guidance for future ABS research efforts, propos
ing work on cultivar testing, taxonomy, pest con
trol, and fertilization. However, a 1967/68 proposal 
for joint research involving the Society and Morven 
Park never got off the ground. 

The first venture into Society funding of external 
research began in 1968. Mr. Morgan Schiller, of 
Wye House on Maryland's Eastern Shore, sug
gested a research project directed at mineral soil 
nuturients. It was felt that some nutrient deficien
cy might explain deteriora~ion of older establish~d 
boxwood plantings. In May 1970, Dr. Henry Skm
ner proposed a graduate stUdent grant for boxwood 
nutritional studies at the University of Maryland, 
to be funded mainly by special research contribu
tions. This proposal was finalized by the 20 March 
1971 Memo of Understanding between the 
American Boxwood Society and the University of 
Maryland, outlining a project to start 1 April 1971 
and run for 36 months, at a cost to the Society of 
$3,000. The results obtained from this "Boxwood 
Research on Mineral Nutrition" were reported in 
three Boxwood Bulletin papers between January 
1972 and January 1980. This study suggested: (1) 
boxwood requires less nitrogen than other plants; 
(2) the nitrate form is better for boxwood than am
moniacal nitrogen; (3) when nitrogen fertilizer is 
applied, high levels of magnesium and calcium are 
essential. 

Since then, our Society has funded in part four 
other external research projects: 

1. At VPI & SU, a study on the etiology of box
wood decline received Society grants totalling 
$10,000 from May 1972 to July 1975. Fifteen 
papers were published in The Boxwood Bulletin 
through April 1981. 

2. A continuing project on boxwood field 
research was initiated at the Virginia Beach Truck 
and Ornamentals Research Station (VTORS) in Ju
ly 1982; the American Boxwood Society contribu
tion was set at $500 per year ($2,500 to date). 

3. In May 1984, Dr. James Hendrix at the 
University of Kentucky commenced a long-term 

study of the interrelatiori' between mycorrhizal 
fungi and boxwood roots, to which we are cOn
tributing $500 per year ($1,500 to date). 

4. During the past year, the Society awarded a 
single $500 grant to VPI & SU in partial support of 
research on biological controls against 
Phytophthora parasitica infestation of boxwood 
root systems. 

All of these later projects have been reported in 
some 'detail in The Boxwood Bulletin. 

The American Boxwood Society is not an affluent 
institution. Research funds depend on members' 
contributions. In view of today's price tag for one 
man-year of research work, it is clear that the 
Society cannot undertake full financial support of 
any major research project. Fifteen years ago, it 
was the consensus of the members that, if at all 
feasible, research funds should be generated 
through donations, without drawing on the 
Society's liquid assets. 

Our first two research studies were only partially 
supported by gifts, resulting in a drastic drop in the 
Society's bank balance. More recently, the Society 
agreed to provide only partial support to external 
research tasks-specifically as $500 per year 
grants. This approach fits our limited budget rather 
nicely, and provides considerable leverage as a 
bonus. Future research efforts sponsored by the 
American Boxwood Society probably should follow 
this pattern. To do so, suitable tasks must be defin
ed, and willing and qualified research organizations 
must be selected. 

With the completion of the biological control 
study at VPI & SU, the Society now is providing 
$500 yearly grants to each of two continuing pro
jects-one at VTORS, the second at the University 
of Kentucky. Several suggestions for new research 
studies have been offered by members. One pro
posal was for an in-depth investigation of winter 
damage; another was to evaluate selected boxwood 
cultivars for both the producer and the consumer. 
The Research Committee welcomes more ideas. 
Hopefully, a new task can be defined-and an ap
propriate research facility located-for the Society 
to initiate later in 1986. 

A Survey of The Boxwood Bulletin, 1961-1986 
Scot Butler 

As I start this talk I wish I could do as my 
editorial predecessor, Mrs. Edgar Whiting, used to 
do when called on to report on The Bulletin at an
nual meetings. According to the minutes, she would 
rise and simply say: "The Bulletin is my report." If 
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I -could do that I would just refer you to the three 
large red notebooks OR the bookshelves behind me 
which contain the complete 25 volumes of The Box-
wood Bulletin, October 1961-ApriI1986. They are 
there for your use. And next to them is a green 



notebook which contains a complete set of the 
Bulletin of the Boxwood Society of the Midwest. 

Previous Editors of The Boxwood Bulletin. 
First, I would like to recognize and pay tribute to 

previous editors of The Boxwood Bulletin, three of 
whom are here today. There have really not been 
many full-fledged editors over the past 25 
years-only six if I have counted correctly: Dr. 
Flory, Mrs. Casey, Mrs. Riley, Mrs. Whiting, Mrs. 
Dick and myself. 

No editor was listed in the first three issues. The 
first issue stated that it was put together by of
ficers of the Society and that an editorial staff of 
members was being sought. However, the first 
president, J. Churchill Newcomb, and the first 
treasurer, Walter S. Flory, were apparently very 
instrumental in this initial period in giving The 
Bulletin its form and direction. 

Between 1962 and 1965 there was a considerable 
turnover on the editorial staff. Dr. Flory started 
out as editor of the October 1962 issue. He was join
ed by Mrs. Whiting as assistant editor in putting 
out the next two issues. Then they, along with Mrs. 
Eugene B. Casey, were listed equally as editors of 
the July 1963 issue. 

Upon Dr. Flory's departure from Blandy in 1963 
to accept a faculty position at Wake Forest College, 
Mrs. Casey became editor and, with Mrs. Chester 
L. Riley and Mrs. Whiting as associate editors, 
published the next three issues of The Bulletin. A 
note in their first issue said: "Dr. Flory-Your new 
Editors feel a great loss since assuming the publica
tion of the Boxwood Bulletin." To assist these 
ladies an advisory board headed by Dr. Flory and 
consisting of eight distinguished scientists and 
educators was "set up to feed the Bulletin ideas, 
suggestions and material." 

Mrs. Casey resigned as editor in April 1964 leav
ing Mrs. Riley and Mrs. Whiting as co-editors or 
joint editors of the next five issues. 

One of the members of the advisory board, Dr. J. 
T. Baldwin Jr., Professor of Biology and Botany at 

. the College of William and Mary then collaborated 
with Mrs. Whiting in editing the October 1965 issue 
of The Bulletin, a special number devoted to studies 
of five genera of the Buxaceae family (excluding the 
genus Buxus). Mrs. Riley resigned as an editor 
about this time and thereafter Mrs. Whiting was 
the sole' and undisputed editor of The Boxwood 
Bulletin from January 1966 through October 1976. 
She set a record for both quantity and quality 
which, I think, is not apt to be equalled in the annals 
of the Society. In all, she was the editor of 44 issues 
and helped to edit 12 additional issues. Mrs. 
, Whiting was not well toward the end of her editor-
ship and Mrs. Charles H. Dick volunteered at the 
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1976 annual meeting to assist her in preparing and 
publishing The Bulletin. 

When Mrs. Whiting resigned in November 1976 
Mrs. Dick succeeded her. The next eight issues, 
beginning with January 1977, bore the name of 
Mrs. Dick as editor and Mrs. Whiting as editor 
emeritus. During some of this period, however, 
Mrs. Whiting was incapacitated and in a nursing 
home. Following Mrs. Whiting's death in December 
1978 Mrs. Dick served as sole editor until the fall of 
1982 when she found it necessary to resign. 

It was logical, I suppose, that I should have been 
asked to serve as editor when Mrs. Dick resigned. 
Upon my election as an ABS Director in 1979 I had 
been appoined to head a Bulletin Committee whose 
function it was to solicit and review material for 
The Bulletin, so I did have some familiarity with it. 
With my wife's assistance we will soon have com
pleted four years as editor and co-editor of The 
Bulletin. We too have our limits, however. Because 
of the growing pressure of my professional work, 
as well as other commitments and demands, I found 
it necessary this past winter to ask the president to 
accept my resignation as editor as of the end of this 
year. The resignation was accepted at the meeting 
of the Board on March 20 and I take this opportuni
ty to urge that a replacement step forward quickly 
so that there will be no interruption in pUblication 
of The Bulletin. 

I say this because in the last year of Mrs. 
Whiting's editorship publication of The Bulletin fell 
very much behind schedule for various reasons and 
Mrs. Dick was faced throughout her early editor
ship with the difficult job of trying to catch up with 
issues that were in arrears. 

Now, let me touch on several aspects of The 
Bulletin that warrant your consideration. 

Content of The Bulletin. 
The most important aspect of The Bulletin for all 

of us is its content. Publication of a quarterly jour
nal that will interest a diverse membership requires 
much thought and preparation. The early members 
of our Society set a model of diversity and ex
cellence that, by and large, is hard to match today . 
It is instructive to look back and see how they 
managed to succeed so well, and also to note that 
the problems then are still the problems today. 

The requirements for an editorial staff and the 
materials needed to publish The Bulletin have not 
changed significantly since the following notice ap
peared in the second issue of The Bulletin. 

EDITORIAL HELP NEEDED 

There is a great deal of detail involved in 
assembling a small journal such as our Bulletin. 
Even after the articles are prepared and at hand, 



they must be edited to a somewhat similar stvle. 
Two proof-readings follow. Composition of wthe 
issue must be planned. "Filler" items need to be 
arranged to make the pages balance. There are 
countless other items involved. 

While there is some drudgery involved, the 
editing of any paper is also of considerable interest 
to many people .... 

There are doubtless many members of the Socie
ty, within easy <;lriving distance of Boyce, that 
would be interested in such editorial work. Would 
you like to help with the April and subsequent 
. ? Issues .... 

Aspiring, or even willing, editors "Front and 
Center." Your help is needed. The same may be 
said, of course, of authors. Before the editors can 
work they need your boxwood stories, the accounts 
of your experiences, your description - and pic
tures - of some interesting or notable boxwood 
plant or garden, etc. Don't be bashful! We are all 
amateurs together. It is the combining of our col
lective experiences and information on boxwood 
which will make our Bulletin an interesting suc
cess. 

Once a staff was assembled, what kinds of 
material did they solicit? To some extent it varied 
from period to period, depending on who was in 
charg~ and what role they envisaged for The 
Bullet'l,n. The role ranged from simply a clearing 
house for the exchange of information to a learned 
scientific journal of world significance. The first 
issue stated: "This Bulletin will be a chief medium 
for giving and· receiving information concerning 
anything that affects, or pertains to, boxwood, in 
the periods between annual meetings." Admiral 
Phillips had higher aspirations. In his "Message 
from the President" of June 27, 1962, he stated: 
"Under Dr. Flory's guidance, and with our many 
talented contributors with high professional 
qualifications, we may expect to see the Bulletin at
tain an eminent standing in horticultural literature. 
Though it is our aim to make the Bulletin a 
recognized scientific publication, we also most 
earnestly wish it to be of interest to the layman ... " 

This dichotomy in the role of The Bulletin has 
continu~d down through the years and is largely 
responsIble for what subsequent editors have 
described as their attempts to provide diversity and 
?btain balance in the material published in each 
Issue. 

There has always been a desire by those editing 
The Bulletin to get a response from readers concer
ning the content and format. In an appeal for ar
ticles, questions, news items, photographs or what 
have you from the members it was stated in one 
issue: "Remember the Bulletin is the property of 
the membership! If possible, please write for it 
send questions for 'The Boxwood Question Box,' 0; 
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let us know what you like, or don't like about the 
publication as it is now being issueci'." Shortly 
thereafter, under the title "Saving the Bulletins" 
this request appeared: "Though we have not been 
consistent in our policy of placing three holes in the 
lefthand side of the Bulletin we are as of this issue 
resuming the practice. The holes make saving of 
the Bulletin in a three-ring, loose-leaf note book 
very. easy. If you find you prefer your Bulletin 
without the holes please write us so that we may 
know what the majority of our members want." 

The need has always been great for good material 
and plenty of it. Through the years The Bulletin has 
contained constant calls for material. To dramatize 
her plight in 1975 Mrs. Whiting ran an empty col
umn in the April issue with the following message: 
"When You See Empty Space Like This It Means 
That We Ran Out Of Material. Please!. We Want 
To Hear YOUR Boxwood Story." At the Fifth An
nual Meeting in 1965 Dr. Baldwin made a major 
talk on "Boxwood Desiderata," in which he said: 
"The first desideratum is that you members more 
actively participate in the affairs of the Boxwood 
Socie~y." He went on to say: "Some five years ago, 
here I~ the Blandy Farm Library, Mr. Churchill 
Newcomb proposed the publication of a quarterly 
bulletin devoted to boxwood. I immediately ques
t~oned the advisability of starting such a publica
tIOn, for I thought there would not be sufficient 
material to fill its pages. I am pleased that I have 
now been proved to have been wrong. Indeed, I am 
enthusiastic about how the Bulletin has developed 
and about the influence that it has .... When I come 
across things (of interest to our membership) I clip 
them and send them to the editors for their files 
and sometimes with the suggestion that a request 
to a given individual might elicit a manuscript. I 
would urge each of you to do the same .... Finally, I 
would ask that you submit your own articles to the 
Bulletin .... " 

And this was just one year after it appeared that 
The Bulletin might have to close shop. The follow
ing paragraph appears in the President's Report on 
the Fourth Annual Meeting: 

The Executive Committee feels that the major 
objective of the Society is to continue to publish a 
first rate quarterly bulletin that will go out to hun
dreds, perhaps thousands, of persons and will be a 
worthy addition to the literature. We have had a 
most kind offer from Dr. Henry T. Skinner to 
reserve a section in the American Horticultural 
Society magazine for use by the American Box
wood Society if our editorial difficulties in 
publishing The Bulletin become unmanageable. 
Such an arrangement would give us a publishing 
outlet of the highest calibre, but it is the feeling of 
the Executive Committee and The Bulletin editors 



that the Society will be more effective and enjoy 
more prestige if we contue to publish The Bulletin 
on our own. Of couse, if editorial difficulties prove 
unsurmountable, we shall consider Dr. Skinner's 
most helpful offer. 

Despite the seemingly bleak situation The Box-
wood Bulletin was, and continues to be, blessed 
with far richer content than might be imagined 
possible. The qigh quality of articles and 
photographs, particularly in the period from 1965 
to 1975 when Mrs. Whiting was aided by Dr. 
Baldwin and other members of the Bulletin Ad
visory Board, can be attributed, I thin~, to .the 
great interest of a group of members w~th sC.Ien
tific gardening literary and hIstorical 
back!;rounds. They ~anted to see The Bulletin suc
ceed as a lively journal of knowledge, coml1!entary 
and opinion on boxwood. They tended to raise box
wood to a universal and aesthetic plane, and 
perhaps even romanticized .it a bit. !3ut one senses 
excitement in their discovery, or redIscovery, of the 
place of boxwood in the plant world and in w~rld 
civilization-an excitement that I fear may be mISS
ing today. The sources tappe~ to create this broad 
view of boxwood were extensIve. 

In the early period of The Bulletin several books 
were reprinted in full or in part. Among these were 
the three chapters dealing with boxwood f:om 
Dallimore's Holly, Yew and Box; Albert AddIson 
Lewis's Boxwood Gardens, Old and New (including 
many photographs); and Clar~ S. l\;lcCarty's.li.ttle 
classic, The Story of Boxwood (m.cludmg the orIginal 
drawings). We should also mentIOn D~. A.~. Bernet 
Kemper's fascinating monograph Written m Dutch 
as Om Een Struik Die Palm Werd and translated 
into English as A Humble B}lSh That Beca1!le A 
Symbol. Also, many fine .articles were r~p~mted 
from journals after writing to get the permISSIOn of 
the authors and publishers. But perhaps the 
greatest achievement of The Bulle.t~n was in. obtain
ing original articles from authOrities on dIfferent 
aspects of boxwood. And most of these authors 
were members of the Society or were connected 
with the Society througp research conducted on 
boxwood. 

At the top of the list is Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr:, who 
before his death in September 1974 had contributed 
over 40 articles, notes or letters to The Bulletin. 
Some of these were of major scientific importance, 
some were casual observations and some were in a 
humorous vein, such as "Katherine Hepburn Likes 
Boxwood Odor." Professor Albert S. Beecher was 
also a frequent contributor, writing primarily on 
boxwood culture and the use of boxwood as an or
namental in landscape design. Dr. Flory con
tributed scholarly articles including "Buxus 
Species, Distribution, References, Synonymy" and 
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"Why Is Just Some Boxwood Called 'Semper
virens'?" Admiral Neill Phillips wrote frequently 
for The Bulletin both as ABS president and also as 
a connoisseur of boxwood topiary and as a practic
ing gardener. Dr. Henry T. Skinner, then Director 
of the US National Arboretum, wrote 5 or 6 learned 
articles ranging in subject from insect pests of box
wood to his experience in developing several 
cultivars of Japanese boxwood at the Morris Ar
boretum. And, of course, Dr. Burdette L. 
Wagenknecht published his extensive o,riginal 
list-plus additions as they occurred-of registered 
cultivar names, a major pioneering achievement in 
the study of boxwood. 

Later a new group of contributors appeared on 
the scene, while a few from the early group, notably 
Professor Beecher with his "Seasonal Gardener" 
series and Dr. Flory with his reminiscences of Dr. 
Edgar Anderson and of how the ABS began, have 
continued to write for The Bulletin. Among the 
most prolific writers today are those mainstays of 
The Bulletin, Mary Gamble and William Gray. Mrs. 
Gamble with her entertaining style, now surpasses 
Dr. Baidwin in number of contributions; her in
terests in boxwood, although primarily focussed on 
practical considerations of what will. grow well in 
the Midwest, have no bounds m terms of 
geography, history and aesthetic.s. Mr. Gra~ has an 
enviable record of almost 30 artIcles covermg box
wood culture, history and scientific research pro
jects sponsored by our Society. 

I should also mention Harrison Symmes who has 
written noteworthy original articles on boxwood in 
the Near East and in England as well as a practical 
account of how to grow boxwood from seed. 
Charlotte Massie has, through the years, provided 
us with glowing accounts and photographs of box
wood gardens open to the public each spring during 
Historic Garden Week in Virginia. Some of, the 
most valuable scientific information has come from 
scientists at VPI & SU, prominent among whom 
are Drs. Wills Lambe, and Weidhaas. Dr. Hendrix 
is currently r~porting on the results of his original 
research on boxwood and mycorrhizal fungi at the 
University of Kentucky. And then there has been 
coverage of speakers at boxwood workshops; Tom 
Ewert and Professor James Faiszt have con
tributed much useful information on boxwood at 
these forums. I have not included everyone worthy 
of mention but I hope the list illustrates the wide 
range of 'experts who have contributed their 
knowledge and time to make The Bulletin a journal 
of scientific repute. 

In addition, there have been many excellent ar
ticles by one-time or occasional ~ontributors. ~he 
list is too long to enumerate, but Illustrates the Im
portance of our amateur members in making the 



pages of The Boxwood Bulletin come alive with 
everyday practical experiences and observations 
that we can all share. The value here stems from 
the great diversity of experience with boxwoods 
growing in different areas and under different con
ditions. 

The need for your articles, notes, reprints, ques
tions and the like remains as great as ever. By and 
large, it is disappointing, with a membership as 
large as ours, to see how few members have 
anything of interest to report or even questions to 
ask. The Question Box as a column for airing infor
mation has all but died out. And we have great need 
for a new generation of botanists, biologists, and 
horticulturists with an interest in boxwood. Many 
problems remain to be explored. 

The Bulletin and Its Cost. 
Closely related to the content of The Bulletin (in 

terms of pages per issue) is its cost, and closely 
related to its cost are the dues you pay. 

As you know, all officers of the Society, except 
the Executive Treasurer, serve without remunera
tion. Special activities of the Society, for example 
the memorial garden, scientific research projects 
and preparation of a boxwood handbook, are 
financed from your tax-deductible contributions to 
funds specifically established for those respective 
activities. Other activities, such as workshops and 
tours are financed directly by those who participate 
in them. Therefore the main expense covered from 
dues is publication of The Boxwood Bulletin. It con
s,!~es about 80 percent of the dues paid by an in
dIVIdual (regular) member, the balance going for 
the treasurer's salary, incidental expenses con
nected with the annual meeting, office supplies 
postage and the like. ' 

In the early days of the Society, before inflation 
became a serious factor, dues were only $3 per year 
for a regular membership but, at the same time, 
some of the cost of The Bulletin was borne by other 
membership categories such as contributing sus
taining and life which paid $10, $25 and $100 
respectively. ' 

At the 1969 Annual Meeting Mrs. Whiting 
reported that "the cost of producing the Bulletin 
for the year 1968-69 was $1,609.28 and the printing 
cost .has been raised by $2.00 a page effective im
medIately. The budget allowance for the publication 
o~ the Bulletin this year has been ample, but there 
Will be a need to consider an increase in funds in 
1969-70 for this purpose if its high standard is to be 
continued." The minutes go on to say: "It was the 
sense of the meeting that the high standard of the 
Bulletin should not be jeopardized and the budget 
allowance for the Bulletin should be increased by 
the Executive Committee if they deem this to be 
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ne.cessary." A motion was passed at the meeting to 
raIse the dues for a regular membership from $3.00 
to $5.00 effective May 1, 1970. 

The $5.00 dues remained in effect for the next 12 
years while the cost of The Bulletin increased 
almost four times. It is not clear just how the Socie
ty managed to do this, but an item in the receipts 
colu~ of the ~98~-82 Treasurer's Report showing 
nearly $3,000 In gifts and donations may provide a 
partial answer. Clearly the time was ripe for an in
crease in dues and a motion was passed at the 1982 
Annual Meeting to raise the cost of an individual 
membersh~p (what was previously called a regular 
membershIp) from $5 to $10, to create a new family 
membership category at $15 and to adjust other 
membership categories correspondingly, effective 
August 1, 1982. 

It is now 1986 and we received a notice from the 
printer in January detailing a price increase of 
~bout 18 percent 'per page effective' with the April 
Issue. I placed thIS matter before the Board at its 
meeting on March 20 and a decision was reached 
that for this year we should meet the cost increase 
by holding down the number of pages per issue. 
Nex~ ye~r, ~owever, the du~s of individual, family 
and Institutional members wIll each be raised by $5. 

Indexing The Boxwood Bulletin. 
As ~rofessor Beecher frequently points out, the 

back Issues of The Boxwood Bulletin are a valuable 
repository of information on boxwood. They pro
vide probably the single most important resource in 
the world for research on the subject. They now 
comprise 25 years of the accumulated wisdom, con
ventional and unconventional, of this Society. 

But have you ever tried to look up something in 
them, whether it be an initial search for informa
tion or a half-remembered article on a subject that 
suddenly is of burning concern to you? It is a time
consuming, even maddening, experience to thumb 
through each issue looking for a particular 
reference. Although there is an index of titles in the 
front of each issue it may not disclose the 
whereabouts of the particular information you are 
seeking. The answer to this problem, of course, is 
publication of a fairly comprehensive index by sub
ject and author. 

What has been our previous experience with in
dexes? In the July 1966 issue of The Bulletin there 
is the following announcement: 

FIVE-YEAR INDEX BEING MADE 
The October issue of the Boxwood Bulletin will 

contain a cumulative index of the issues of the first 
five years of publication. Mr. H. T. Woodland of 
Middleburg, Virginia, responded generously to the 
Editor's plea at the Annual Meeting, for someone 



who would volunteer for this exacting and essen
tial task. The index will add tremendously to the 
usefulness and value of your file of the Bulletin. 
The Editor is most grateful to Mr. Woodland for 
his help. 

This first index occupied 4112 pages in The Bulletin. 
A more definitive statement from the editor, then 

Mrs. Whiting,' followed the next published index, 
which occupied 4 3/4 pages in the January 1973 
issue of The Bulletin: 

Early plans for The Boxwood Bulletin included 
an Index every five years; but-"twixt want and 
get, the road runs rocky." Many requests have 
lately come in for an up-to-date Index; and now, 
after a series of delays it makes a belated ap
pearance, covering six years instead of five. 

For obvious reasons, this issue of January 1973 is 
not included in this Index but will be in the next 

. one (when and if) which we hope will be easier to 
compile than this one has been .... 

This Index has been checked and re-checked, but 
experience has taught us that errors may still 
creep in. The Editor will be grateful for notice of 
any needed corrections .... 

Within several years there was a call for a new in
dex to be prepared, but no action was taken. In 
1983, ten years after the last index had been 
published, I made a request in the April issue for 
volunteers to work on a 10-year index covering 
1973 through April 1983. There was a spontaneous 
response from a number of members, indicating 
that there was indeed an interest in keeping The 
Bulletin currently indexed. Soon it became clear, 
however, that even with the help of volunteers, a 
great deal more work than I had bargained for was 
necessary to put together an index uniform in 
structure and comprehensive in coverage. 

Because of the already heavy load involved in put
ting out The Bulletin each quarter, I appealed at 
the spring Board Meeting in 1984 for someone to 
take over the indexing project. We were fortunate 
in having just elected Lynn Batdorf as a Director, a 
young man with the desire and qualifications 
necessary to take on the task. As you know, Mr. 
Batdorf is curator of the boxwood collection at the 
US National Arboretum and has been ABS 
registrar of boxwood cultivars since March 1985. It 
was his conviction that to be truly useful a complete 
index of the first 25 volumes of The Boxwood 
Bulletin, October 1961 through April 1986, should 
be prepared as a separC!-te publication of the Socie
ty. He has been hard at work on this index for the 
better part of two years. Now it is nearly ready for 
editing. We expect to send it to the printer this 
summer so that it will be available for purchase in 
the fall. 
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Spotlight on the ABS 
Memorial Garden 

Phillip D. Larson 
Chairman of the Memorial Garden Committee 

In keeping with our purpose of establishing a 
significant garden of high quality for the genus 
Buxus and its plant relatives, we will be work
ing hard toward: 

1. The completion of the pruning program to 
alleviate encroachment onto the specimen 
plantings; 

2. The cleaning out of deadwood and debris 
within the specimen plants; 

3. The relocation of the Garden entrance sign 
that is partially hidden by B. s. 'Ponteyi'; 

4. The construction of a stone wall at the 
hack entrance to the garden to correct an 
erosion problem. 

5. The publication of a firm Garden policy 
stating purpose, goals, financing, owner
ship and responsibilities; 

G. The continuation of a regular maintenance 
ami spraying program. 

Sincere thanks go to Mr. William A. Gray, 
one of our directors, for his generous recent 
presentation to the Garden of a beautiful 
specimen of B. s. 'Memorial' that was nurtured 
at his Charlottesville plantation. Details 
regarding this handsome plant may be found in 
the following issues of The Boxwood Bulletin: 
Vol. G. No.4 (April 1967); Vol. 15, No.4 (April 
] 97G); and Vol. 19. No.2 (October 1980). 

No prOVISIOn for funding this index has been 
made. Although it is an adjunct to The Bulletin and 
some might argue that it should be financed from 
dues it is not certain that every member will want 
the index. Therefore it was proposed that 500 
copies be printed initially and sold at $10 per copy 
to recover the cost of issuing it. In the meantime we 
are asking that members consider making a tax
deductible contribution this year to a Bulletin Index 
Fund, similar to the Handbook Fund, so that we 
can get on with the printing of the index. We hope 
the index will make your copies of The Bulletin 
more useful. Remember, you can order back issues 
9f The Bulletin from the treasurer in case you in
advertently discarded one or more. 



Buxus Balearica Under Glass 
Mary Gamble 

Upon entering the Mediterranean House at 
the Missouri Botanical Garden in Saint Louis, 
Missouri, one sees on the immediate left a 
magnificient specimen of the olive tree (Olea 
europaea). Continuing down a flight of steps 
and along the pathway an equally magnificient 
bay laurel tree (Laurus nobilis) stands on the 
right. Also to the right, and set back just a lit
tle, is a small, elegant plant of BUX1..tS balearica 
Lam., the historic boxwood. Both the olive and 
bay trees are about 20 feet tall; the boxwood 
should, in due time, equal that height. But even 
now it appears perfectly at home in the com
pany of the fabled olive and bay. All are broad
leaved evergreens. All are native to the 
Mediterranean Basin. All have left their marks 
on Western Civilization. All have proved both 
ornamental and useful to man over the 
millenia. All must be treated as greenhouse 
plants if they are to be seen year-around in the 
Midwest. One is fortunate to see them under 
one glass roof. 

The olive tree, so the ancient Greeks believ
ed, was created by Athena, daughter of Zeus, 
and goddess of wisdom and the arts and 
sciences. The olive tree was her greatest gift to 
mankind. The olive is valued not only for its 
drupes (fruit) but also for its wood which is 
suited to ornamental woodwork. The shade of 
its leaves and unripened fruit have given us the 
color "olive green." The olive branch has been 
known as a symbol of peace since before the 
days of Christ. The oil pressed from the drupes 
has soothing properties and, when poured on 
troubled waters, calms them. The Phoenicians, 
living along the coast of North Africa, 
developed a thriving business in olive oil. It 
was one of their prized commodities as they 
criss-crossed the Mediterranean Sea, doing 
what they did best: trading. 

The Greeks held the bay tree sacred to 
Apollo, god of music and poetry. It was Apollo 
who created it when he turned the nymph 
Daphne, who had rejected his love. into the 
beautiful bay laurel. He said, in effect, "If you 
cannot be my love, then you shall be my tree." 
Wreathes of bay leaves crowned 'Greek heroes 
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Photo: Mary Gamble 
The Mediterranean House contains some 200 ' 
plant species from the Mediterranean climates 
of the world, including Buxus balearica Lam. 

and winners in athletic games. The glossy dark 
green leaves, which may be as long as 4 inches, 
are both ornamental and useful. Many herb 
students believe that the bay leaf may have 
been the first culinary herb used by the 
Neanderthal families who lived in caves around 
Gibraltar. Today the bay leaf is a prized, 
universal condiment, and the key herb in le 
bouquet garni. 

The balearica boxwood does not appear in 
the Grecian myths; no god or goddess created 
it. But it had a part in the history of Ancient 
Greece. It is mentioned twice in the Bible 
(Isaiah 30:8 and 41:19). Theophrastus, who liv
ed in the third century B. C. and who is known 
as the' 'father of botany," mentioned it, as had 
the Grecian poet Homer some five or more cen
turies earlier. There are references to the use 
of the fine, hard wood of box in shipbuilding (at 
which the Phoenicians excelled), in the making 
of exquisite small boxes (BUX1..tS stems from the 
Greek pyxos meaning box), of mathematical 
and musical instruments, of such mundane 
beauty aids as combs, etc. It seems certain that 
BUX1..tS balearic a was the species employed. We 
know that balearica was called "Turkey Box" 
or "Minorca Box," the boxwood of ancient 
commerce. The species was native to the 



Balearic Islands off Spain; it grew also in 
Turkey, Asia Minor and around the shores of 
the Black Sea. It belongs among the "stars" in 
the Mediterranean House where the plant col
lection numbers some 200 species. 

The Mediterranean House is organized to 
represent not only the plants of the Mediterra
nean Basin but also four other areas in the 
world where a similar climate exists. The four 
other "Mediterranean climates" are in central 
and southern California, central Chile, 
southwestern and south Australia and the 
qape region of South Africa. Physically, all 
fIVe areas have characteristics which result in 
cool, moist winters and hot, dry summers. 

The climate in the Mediterranean House 
matches this to the degree possible. "We can 
control it in the winter," says June (Mrs. 
David) Hutson, Curator of the Mediterranean 
House, "but the summer is difficult because of 
our St. Louis heat and humidity." She adds: 
"It has 'rained' in the Mediterranean House 
every Friday since 1972. We have a 'drought' 
which starts in late Mayor early June and 
breaks, normally, near the end of September 
or middle of October. But again that is in
fluenced somewhat by local 'outside' weather." 

Our plant of Buxus balearica was sent into 
this ambience when it was about 2 years old. It 
has been moved once from an unfavorable loca
tion and, in its present situation, appears to be 
thriving. We drop in to check on its progress 
from time to time and are assured by the 
Curator that she will give it room to reach its 
full potential, even if it turns out to be 30 feet 
tall! 

Probably the best-known-and possibly the 
most-photographed-individual plant of Buxus 
balearica was the specimen planted near the 
Temple of the Sun in the Royal Gardens at 
Kew in England. It was blown down in a spring 
storm in 1916. The late Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 
published its photograph (from (Holly, Yew 
and Box' by W. Dallimore) in his article on 
balearica in the October 1968 issue of The Box-
wood Bulletin. W. T. Bean, an English writer 
tells us in his Trees and Shrubs Hardy in th~ 
British Isles that the plant was "about 14 ft. 
high, its trunk 21/2 ft. in girth and (it) was 
densely branched." He denigrates the 
blossoms as of "no beauty." 

Dr. Baldwin, describing the provenance of 
balearica in Britain, tells us that it was in-

Photo: Jack Horner 
Herbarium sheet of B. balearica Lam. , MBG. 
This sprig is f rom the wild. Note terminal and 
axillary blossoms. 
troduced before 1780, that he acquired his 
plants of balearica at William and Mary from 
the late Henry Hohman of the Kingsville 
Nurseries, Kingsville, Maryland, who had ac
quired his cuttings from Kew. "Our" St. Louis 
balearica belongs to the same clone. 

In March of 1974 Dr. Baldwin sent us a 
number of balearica cuttings which he describ
ed as being of a "size appropriate for her
barium sheets." At the same time he wrote: "I 
am confident Buxus balearica will not survive 
in your climate-just makes it here." When we 
unwrapped the packages we found the enclos
ed sprigs literally "in bloom," the blossoms the 
largest of any boxwood's. We found them as 
lovely as orange blossoms. We pressed two 
sprigs for the herbarium at MBG and deposited 
them there under Dr. Baldwin's name. From 
the remaining sprigs we made five cuttings, 
three of which rooted in good time. From these 
we chose what we considered the most perfect
ly shaped small plant for the Mediterranean 
House where we had been told it would be a 
welcome addition. 

In March 1974 we had written Mr. Hohman 
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asking if he had a balearica we could purchase. 
In the last letter we were to receive from him 
(he died in July of that year) Mr. Hohman 
wrote; "Today I had my foreman send to you 
'with compliments' one plant of Buxus 
balearica .... Knowing this Buxus not to be har
dy .... during the past six years not one plant of 
B. balearica was propagated. Fortunately, a 
couple of plants were held and one of these, 
even though a poor specimen, I am sending to 
you. If it is placed in a warm greenhouse to 
create new growth, it will then provide growth 
that can easily be rooted." We received the 
plant on April 5, 1974. Unhappily, it arrived 
with a crack in the root ball. In spite of all the 
care the greenhouse staff gave it, it died. 

Why was it so important for us to have a 
plant of Buxus balearica? Inasmuch as the 
Boxwood Society of the Midwest began as a 
study group of the St. Louis Herb Society 
many of our members were-and re
main-intensely interested in herbs. Because 
so many of the great herbs are indigenous to 
the Mediterranean Basin, it follows that we 
were interested in that area's boxwood, a plant 
long associated with herb gardens. And 
because one lasting legacy from our Society's 
mentor, the late Dr. Edgar Anderson, was his 
admonition to "learn about plants from plants 
themselves," we wanted, if possible, to see, 
touch, smell, measure and observe the mo.st 
historic boxwood of all-balearica. 
. We have seen balearica grow from a rooted 
cutting less than one foot tall to a plant which 
at 12 years (November 1985) measured 32 in
ches in height. The photograph shows that it is 
densely branched. We have felt the leathery 
texture of the leaves and observed that they 
are borne on flattened stems. Measured 
against the Royal Horticultural Society Colour 
Chart they are in the Yellow-Green Group 
147A on their upper surface and Yellow-Green 
Group 147B on their lower. They do not have a 
high gloss. . 

Balearica, as Dr. Baldwin pointed out, "is 
the box with the largest leaf." One leaf, taken 
from the sprigs he sent us, measured 1 7/8 in
ches from tip to stem and 3f4 inch at its 
broadest point, which is only slightly below the 
middle. The tip is broadly acute, the base 
cuneate or wedge-shaped. Three of the six 
leaves on a small sprig clipped from the young 
balear-ica in the greenhouse measure as 
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Photo: Jack Horner 
A 12-year-old plant of B. balearica Lam. 
measures 32 inches in height. Note dense bran-
ching. 

follows: the terminal pair are 1 inch from acute 
tip to stem, 112 inch at the broadest point which, 
again, is only slightly below the middle. Bases 
are cuneate. The largest pair of leaves measure 
1112 inch from narrowly obtuse tip to cuneate 
base, and 112 inch at the widest point, slightly 
below the middle. In short, the leaves are very 
nearly elliptical. We saw this plant bloom last 
spring (1985) and we shall continue to observe 
it. 

And what of Buxus balearica today? We 
wrote the Spanish Ministry of Agriculture to 
ask if it would be possible to get a photograph 
of a representative mature plant. The reply 
from the head of the Forest Production Service 
read: "I communicate to you that said plant 
had an abundant development in the middle of 
the past century on the islands mentioned, but 
these days hardly any spots populated with 
said species are to be found. 

"Some isolated plants can be found, of short 
stature, at most three or four meters, that 



some botanists cite as the maximum. These 
current plants do not present a perfect shape; 
therefore, in principle, it does not seem of in
terest to obtain a photograph." 

As for the Black Sea area, a member of our 
Society reports that on a bus tour of that 
region in 1970 the guide pointed out a single 
boxwood "tree," no taller than 12 feet and not 
a very good specimen. No evidence remained 
of the significant groves which once existed. 

Buxus balearica, the boxwood of commerce, 
fell victim to industrial growth, to progress. Its 
death knell was sounded by the steam whistles 
of the Industrial Revoilution when it began in 
England around the 'middle of the eighteenth 
century. The introduction of mechanical power 
to the looms of Britain's great textile industry 
brought an insatiable demand for the hard 
wood of box for the shuttles; this resulted in 
the denuding of Europe's great indigenous 
plantations of box. It was boxwood's commer
cial swansong. 

Every visitor to the Muir Woods in Califor
nia stops to study the calender of the rings in 
the stump of one giant fallen redwood (Sequoia 
sempervirens). It is awe-inspiring to check the 
dates memorized in history class as a child. The 
same sensation is within one's reach in the 
Mediterranean House as one passes from one 
great "star" of the plant world to the next and 
considers how they are linked and intertwined 

Commercial Sources of 
Boxwood Listed in 
The Buyer's Guide 

To meet a longstanding need for infor
mation on where boxwoods are sold in the 
United States and Canada the ABS has 
issued The Buyer's Guide for Boxwood. 
After several years of compiling informa
tion from many sources, Professor Albert 
S. Beecher completed this useful guide in 
1985. It lists nearly 260 commercial sup
pliers-retail and wholesale-who offer 40 
cultivars of 3 Buxus species. Write for a 
copy now, as the supply is limited. Send 
your request with $3 to: Treasurer, 
American Boxwood Society, P. O. Box 85, 
Boyce, VA 22620. 
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with our history. "Our" Balearica is there, 
first because of our Society's invaluable 
association with the MBG and its 
knowledgeable and helpful staff; and second 
because of two great plantsmen-J. T. 
Baldwin, Jr. and Henry Hohman-who made 
the plant available to us. Their acts were 
typical of the courtesy our Society has en
countered over the years since we began our 
study of Buxus in 1968. 

Boxwood Workshop Held at 
Woodlawn Plantation 

A boxwood workshop, sponsored jointly by 
the American Boxwood Society and the 
Cooperative Extension Service and Depart
ment of Horticulture, Virginia Tech, was held 
on May 29, 1986 at Woodlawn Plantation, 
Fairfax County, Virginia. Because of limited 
meeting space, registration was limited to 40 
participants. The workshop program was as 
follows: 

Welcome - Ms. Nicole Sours, 
Director, Woodlawn Plantation 

"The General Care and Culture 
of Boxwood" - Mr. Dean Norton, 
Horticulturist, Mt. Vernon 

"Some Different Types of Box
wood" - Mrs. Scot Butler, The 
American Boxwood Society 

"Plant Diseases Common to Box
wood" - Mary Ann Hansen, 
Pathologist, Plant Disease Clinic, 
Virginia Tech 

"Boxwood Insects" - Dr. Rajan
dra N. Waghray, Fairfax County 
Cooperative Extension Service 

"Boxwood in the Landscape" 
-PrOf. James A. Faiszt, Exten
sion Specialist, Landscape 
Design, Virginia Tech 

Tour of Woodlawn Plantation 
-Ms. Elizabeth Holloway, Hor
ticulturist, Woodlawn Plantation 

(Editor's note: We hope to publish notes on the 
workshop proceedings in the next issue of The Boxwood 
Bulletin.) 



ORLAND E. WHITE ARBORETUM 
DESIGNATED VIRGINIA STATE ARBORETUM 

(Reprinted from Friends of Blandy Ne'Wsletter, Volume III, No.1, March 1986) 

Just as the Ne'Wsletter was going to press we learned that House Joint Resolution No. 42, 
offered by Delegates Guest, Smith, and Van Yahres on January 16, 1986, had been ap
proved by both houses of the General Assembly. This resolution, which designates the 
Orland E. White Arboretum as the "State Arboretum," will undoubtedly have a most 
favorable effect on all of Blandy's activities and will provide an indispensable underpin
ning for future efforts of the Friends of Blandy. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 42 

Offered January 16, 1986 

Designating the Orland E. White Arboretum as the State Arboretum 

WHEREAS, trees and forests playa vital role in Virginia's economy and are essen
tial to the ecological balance and natural beauty of the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, established centers, known as arboretums, where trees and shrubs are 
cultivated for scientific and education purposes, can provide important information for 
continuing these necessary resources as well as provide a location for people to appreciate 
trees in their relationship to the environment; and 

WHEREAS, recognition of such a center by the Commonwealth can enhance the 
study and further propagation of trees and shrubs in the Commonwealth and encourage 
visitation to the arboretum; and 

WHEREAS, the Orland E. White Arboretum, located at the University of Virginia's 
Blandy Experimental Farm in Clarke County, Virginia, has been recognized as a unique 
natural resource and used for many valuable scientific and educational purposes for the 
benefit of the Commonwealth; and 

WHEREAS, through the great generosity of Graham F. Blandy, the Commonwealth 
and the University of Virginia received an exceptional facility for biological education and 
resP.:l.rch: and 

WHEREAS, the Orland E. White Arboretum is the most extensive such facility in 
the South Atlantic area with over 2,000 plant varieties represented in its collections; and 

WHEREAS, the collection of plants such as Franklinia and exotic cypress make it a 
unique resource for organized study and scientific and public enjoyment; now, therefore, 
be it 

RESOLVED, by the House of Delegates, the Senate concurring, That the Orland E. 
White Arboretum, located at the Blandy Experimental Farm in Clarke County, Virginia, 
is hereby designated as the State Arboretum. 
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The Past, Present and Future of the Blandy Experimental 
Farm and Orland E. White Arboretum 

Edward F. Connor 
Assistant Professor of Environmental Sciences; 

Director, The Blandy Exprimental Farm and 
Orland E. White Arboretum 

Editor's Note: Dr. Connor obtained his B. A. 
degree from New College and his M. S. and Ph. D. 
in Biology from Florida State University. He is a 
native of Washington, D.C. with research interests 
in the ecology and evolution of plants and animals. 
We wish to thank him for preparing this article for 
The Boxwood Bulletin. 

The Blandy Experimental Farm has served 
since its founding in 1926 as a field research 
station for the University of Virginia. In the 
first forty years, research focused on the 
genetics, classification, and evolution of plants. 
To facilitate this research live specimens of 
plants from around the world were established 
at Blandy Farm in what has become the Orland 
E. White Arboretum. Because of Professor 
White's foresight in arranging these plants, 
the arboretum that bears his name serves not 
only as a research collection of woody plants, 
but also as an aesthetically pleasing botanic 
garden for public enjoyment and education. 
More recently, under the stewardship of Lord 
Fairfax Community College, part of Blandy 
Farm has come to serve as a teaching farm for 
students of agriculture. While tliese activities 
may appear unrelated, each plays an important 
part in Blandy Farm's future as a research and 
educational facility for the academic communi
ty and the general public. 

Today, the Blandy Experimental Farm and 
the Orland E. White Arboretum still serve as a 
field station for research and educational pro
grams of the University of Virginia. The com
plexion of the research has changed somewhat 
to reflect the interests of the current faculty. 
Dr. Michael Bowers, Research Assistant Pro
fessor in the University's Department of En
vironmental Sciences and Resident Scientist at 
Blandy Farm, is currently engaged in research 
on the ecology of bumblebees and their food 
plants, as well as the effects of mammals graz
ing on meadow plants. My own research 
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focuses on the ecology of plant-eating insects 
on trees, shrubs, and crop plants. Part of this 
research uses the collections in the Orland E. 
White Arboretum, while other experiments 
are performed in adjacent fields. Graduate 
students from the University and researchers 
from other institutions are pursuing related 
research questions as well as other topics in 
plant biology, ecology, and evolution. Our goal 
is to increase the amount and to expand the 
scope of research performed at Blandy Farm. 

The educational programs hosted by Blandy 
Farm have grown to include programs in hor
ticulture and agriculture conducted by Lord 
Fairfax Community College. The horticulture 
program makes use of greenhouse and 
classroom facilities and the collections in the 
Orland E. White Arboretum for instruction in 
plant propagation and landscaping. The 
agriculture program provides instruction by 
operating a self-sufficient teaching farm 
specializing in sheep and cattle production. 
This program may be expanded to include 
other aspects of agricultural production. Both 
of the programs increase Blandy Farm's 
suitability for research and education on plants 
and animals in natural and man-altered en
vironments. 
C~rtainly the jewel in the crown of Blandy 

Farm is the Orland E. White Arboretum. 
While continuing to provide collections of 
plants for research, the arboretum has become 
ever more beautiful as its many and varied 
trees and shrubs have matured over the almost 
60 years of-its history. As a result, it has come 
to serve as a public botanic garden providing 
contemplative enjoyment and education about 
plant life. We have defined the mission of the 
Orland E. White Arboretum to include, besides 
research collections, aesthetically pleasing and 
didactic displays of the woody plants of 
Virginia, the southeastern U.S. and their ex
otic relatives. We also hope that the arboretum 



may play some role in efforts to preserve rare 
and endangered plants. In an effort to ac
complish this go~l we have inventoried our en
tire collection of over 6500 plants and are cur
rently validating the identity of each in
dividual. These are the preliminary steps 
toward actively implementing our new collec
tions policy. 

In sum, the future of the Blandy Experimen
tal Farm and the Orland E. White Arboretum 
is to be one of renewed and rededicated activi
ty in research, education, and public service. 
Our plans are ambitious and multifaceted, 
ranging from the expansion of basic scientific 
research to making the Orland E. White Ar
boretum more enjoyable and understandable 
for the pUblic. I have touched on only some of 
our plans to provide merely a sense of the 
direction we are taking. With increased in
terest from the academic community and the 

A Note on Buxus sempervirens 
, West Ridgeway' 

Dr. Benjamin Blackburn 

'West Ridgeway' box is a solitary specimen 
in the cemetery of this name in the Town of 
Ridgeway, Orleans County, in western New 
York State. I have watched and admired it for 
many years. I believe it is the only box in this 
old cemetery dating back to the early 1800s, 
and possibly the 1790s. 

I rooted cuttings at Willowwood in 1954 and 
1955-and possibly once or twice later-and us
ed them in the Cottage Garden as edging 
plants when we made the design of this area a 
little more definite and relegated vegetables to 
the more open space behind the red barn. The 
little plants grew well and have been very 
satisfactory. With their northern provenance 
they seem to come through our winters better 
than other additions of suffruticosa-like box
woods. Two plants went to the National Ar
boretum in 1972 on an October visit. Henry 
Skinner agreed with me that the plant might 
well be from a mutation of B. s. var. suf 
fruticosa with slight differences in leaf 
characteristics and a shade more tolerance of 
low temperatures-though western New York 
is usually quite favored in this respect. _ 

(Edi tor's note.) We -a.re indebted to member Dr. 
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Photo: Dale T. Taylor 
Dr. Connor at the ABS Annual Meeting. 

generous support of the American Boxwood 
Society and the Friends of Blandy Farm, I am 
confident that our pace of achievement can 
match our enthusiasm. 

Photo: Lynn R. Batdorf 
About 10 inches high when received at the National 
Arboretum in 1972, this B. s. 'West Ridgeway ' is 
now 30 inches high and 22 inches wide. 
George S. Switzer for providing this excerpt from a 
recent letter written by Dr. Blackburn, 
Willowwood Arboretum, Gladstone, New Jersey. 
We also wish to thank Dr. Blackburn, a charter 
member of the ABS, for sharing his unique 
knowledge of two cultivars that he has grown suc
cessfully at Willowwood since the 1950s: B. m. var. 
koreana 'Tide Hill' (see The Boxwood Bulletin, 
January 1986, p. 68) and B. s. 'West Ridgeway'.) 



Edward L. Stock, Jr. 
Hanover Farm 

Beallsville, Maryland 20704 

27 May 1986 

Mr. Scot Butler, Editor 
The Boxwood Bulletin 
P. O. Box 190 
Bluemont, Virginia 22012 

Dear Mr. Butler, 

Weare writing to thank you .and Mrs. Butler 
and the assembled"multitude" at Blandy for a 
very interesting Boxwood Day. Mrs. Butler's 
arboretum tour was most instructive and 
revealing. 
. The Box~ood Soc~e~y has come a long way 

SInce my wIfe and I JOIned back when Admiral 
Phillips first took over. Your historical review 
of events over the years brought back fond 
memories of our various tours. 

The tours were mostly to old homes and 
restorations where, of course, the only box
woods were English and American. I do not 
de~igra.te them at al~, as my wife and I are very 
actIve In preservatIOn here in Montgomery 
County, Maryland. However, the beautiful 
display of new and different boxwood varieties 
and cultivars at Blandy should be made known 
to the gardening public. 

I would therefore strongly suggest that the 
ABS strengthen its program of development of 
these beautiful varieties and cultivars. The flex 
crenata, cornuta, opaca crowd have had their 
day. Now it's time for Buxus! 

I believe our promotion. of Buxus should aim 
at landscape architects, landscape contractors 
and nurserymen growers as well as garden 
centers. 

As a nurseryman, I believe the best promo
tion resource for this group would be the 
winter shows and summer tours of 
nurserymen's trade associations. Also articles 
in their trade journals such as American 
Nurseryman and garden magazines. Land
scape contractors and garden center.operators 
may also be reached in this way. 

Hardiness zones are of great importance in 
recommending varieties and cultivars of Buxus 
as well as environmental requirements; i.e. 

19 

Mail Box 
light and shade, pH, soil type, wet-dry, etc., so 
that the people referred to above would know 
where and how to use boxwood. Mrs. Butler 
did a wonderful job of the foregoing on our ar
boretum tour. 

Also taxonomy! We grow 10 or 11 varieties 
and cultivars of Buxus and we are not quite 
sure of the proper names of all of them. 

On our tour of the arboretum I noted several 
varieties and cultivars that I felt would be of 
great interest to the gardening public and' the 
groups I have mentioned above. 

I am 80 years old but I would be interested in 
helping in this promotion in any way that I can. 

Edward L. Stock, Jr . 

* * * * 

Steven E. Roesch 
14870 Kingsway Dr. 

New Berlin, WI 53151 

Mr. Scot Butler, Editor 
The Boxwood Bulletin 
P. O. Box 190 
Bluemont, Virginia 22012 

Dear Mr. Butler, 

May 3, 1986 

This information may be of interest to your 
members. 

Mr. Bozidar Marinkovic, Jugoslovenski Pol
joprivredno Sumarski Centar, 11000 Beograd, . 
Bulevar Revolucije 84/H, Jugoslavia, informs 
me that rooted cuttings of Buxus sempervirens 
~re ~vailable at $.15 per piece, from a producer 
In hIS country. Perhaps you could write to him 
for more information. 

Another note: all my Buxus sempervirens 
r?oted cuttings have survived, with no protec
tIon other than snow, their first winter. They 
seem to do best pere in full sun, the most ex
posed survived the winter the best. Full sun in 
summer seems to toughen them for the winter. 

Best Regards, 
Steven E.Roesch 



Mail Box 
Mrs. M. V. Braimbridge 

22 Upper Park Road 
London NW3 2UP, England 

Mr. Scot Butler, Editor 
The Boxwood Bulletin 
P.O. Box 190 
Bluemont, VA 22012 

Dear Mr. Butler: 

5th June 1986 

In view of the very severe winter we ex
perienced in England this year, I did a verbal 
check with Roy Lancaster, Jan Michalak of the 
National Box Collection, Ickworth, and Mr. 
Gardiner, curator of the Hillier Arboretum on 
any boxwood losses showing up now. The types 
of Buxus hardiness checked on were: (what is 
at present known as) bodinieri, wallichiana, 
harlandii, 'Richard' and B. m. var. riparia. 
All these are planted outside, and in these 
three different locations temperatures of 
-10°C, -12°C (Hilliers), -18°C (Ickworth) were 
recorded for several continuous weeks, with 
scant or no snow cover and icy winds. Buxus 

Boxwood Mart 
Wanted: Boxwood Specimens. 

Collector will pay reasonable fee for small 
plants or properly taken cuttings. State 
species of boxwood available, as well as 
variety/cultivar . 

Dale T. Taylor 
105 S. Princeton Avenue 
Wenonah, NJ 08090 
Call 609 468-2070 (business) or 

609 468-1838 (residence) 

Editor's note: Members are invited to identify 
their interests in the purchase, sale or exchange of 
boxwood plants/cuttings in this column. The editor 
reserves the right, Jwwever, to withhold printing of 
notices if they are not clearly written or to delay 
printing if there is insufftcient space in the im-
mediate issue. 
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Photo: Elizabeth Braimbridge 
Sprig of Buxus wallichiana 

bodinieri is flourishing with much new growth 
with Mr. Lancaster, also his harlandii col
lected from China. (He said that one of his 
harlandii may be truly a B. m. var. sinica, as 
identified by the botanist from Peking). They 
are grown in shade. 

Wallichiana 'sailed through' at Ickworth, 
and the bodinieri took a beating but is now 
growing. They have a white variegated plant 
there which they call 'Silver Dollar', planted 
outside very young, and that also came 
through. 

At Hilliers 'Richard', wallichiana and 
riparia all came through the-deep frosts, as did 
their harlandii. 

My own bodinieri looked terrible af~r the 
first sudden severe frost of our autumn, and I 
wintered it under cover. Now it is back to its 
full lustrous green with lots of vigorous 
growth. 

After our record-breaking cold winter we are 
now enjoying the coldest spring and coldest 
May and June follow-up, with buffeting winds, 
heavy rains, but lots of growth on the box
woods! 

Sincerely, 
Elizabeth Braimbridge 



Mary Gamble Honored on Tenth Anniversary 
of the Boxwood Society of the Midwest 

Jane Coultas and LaVerne Jaudes 

On Saturday evening, April 26, 1986 the 
Boxwood Society of the Midwest celebrated i.ts 
tenth year as an incorporated not-for-profIt, 
educational organization whose purpose is "to 
promote the study and cult.ivation of 
boxwood." The party was held in the nine
teenth century Flora Gate House at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden (MBG) in Saint 
Louis, Missouri. Some 40 members and guests 
attended the event which hegan with a twilight 
tram ride around the Garden grounds, had as 
its centerpiece a delicious three-course sit
down dinner and concluded with a short, infor
mal program which honored one of the 
Society's founding members and its first presi
dent, Mary A. Gamble. 

After President Ellen Chamberlain welcom
ed members and guests, Jane Coultas opened 
the "surprise" program (which was no sur
prise to anyone but Mary Gamble!) by reading 
a letter from Peter H. Raven, Director of the 
Garden. Dr. Raven, who was unable to be pre
sent because he was in Washington, D. C. for 
the annual meeting of the National Academy of 
Sciences, wrote: 

... Mary Gamble, the spark plug of the Box
wood Society of the Midwest, has brought joy 
to many who have sought to appreciate the 
elusive qualities of this magnificent evergreen. 
Diffusing others with her tremendous spirit 
and love of learning, Mary has been a real 
source of inspiration to us all. Many in the St. 
Louis area who would never have dared to 
plant a boxwood have done so now to their 

great satisfaction as a result of Mary and her 
sturdy band of colleagues. 

LaVerne Jaudes read a letter-addressed to 
Mary-from Scot and Joan Butlet, Editor and 
Co-Editor of the ABS Boxwood Bulletin. 

Phyllis Dixon, immediate past-president of 
our Society, read a delightful letter from Mary 
and Mac Holekamp in Paris expressing their 
regrets at missing the party. They added 
words of admiration for Goodrich Gamble and 
his "patience" and "sense of humor" 
throughout the ups and downs of our boxwood 
experIence. 

Jane Penhale, early Society president, 
presented Mary with the first metal tag to be 
made to identify the boxwood which the Socie
ty is naming in Mary's honor. The tag reads B. 
s. 'Mary Gamble'. It came framed in a shadow 
box which, we are informed, Mary now has 
hanging in the Gamble living room. The box
wood selected has a history tracing back 156 
years. The Society has worked with it since 
1971. Its full story will be told later when nam
ing and registration become official. 

It was then Mary Gamble's turn to present as 
a birthday gift to BSMW members a special an
niversary supplement to the Society's regular 
hi-annual Bulletin. It is called "An Amateur's 
Guide" to the identification of boxwood. In this 
supplement 15 Midwest-hardy ~oxwo.ods are 
described; later supplements wIll raIse that 
number to possibly 30, including some box
woods that are historically interesting but not 
reliably hardy. 

Minutes of the Spring Board Meeting 
March 20, 1986 

The officers and directors of the ABS held 
their spring meeting in Winston Hall at Wake 
Forest University, Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina on March 20,1986. President Richard 
D. Mahone called the meeting to order at 10 
a.m. In addition to the president the following 
were present: First Vice President Mrs. 
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Robert L. Frackelton, Secretary Beverly C. 
Larson, Treasurer Katherine D. Ward, Diree
tors Lynn R.Batdorf, Albert S. Beecher, 
James A. Faiszt, Walter S. Flory, William A. 
Gray, P. D. Larson, William N. Mays and Mrs. 
James M. Sykes. Also present were Mr. and 
Mrs. Scot Butler, editor and co-editor of the 



The Boxwood Bulletin, and a guest, Mrs. Joyce 
Warren. Mrs. Malcolm Holekamp, Second Vice 
President, was unable to attend. 

The president thanked Dr. Flory for arrang
ing the meeting and lunch on the Wake Forest 
campus. A motion was approved to dispense 
with a reading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting. The treasurer submitted an interim 
financial report, which was accepted. 

Turning to unfinished business the President 
asked Mr. Batdorf and Mr. Butler about the 
status of The Boxwood Bulletin Index. Mr. Bat
dorf said that after putting about 1,400 hours 
into this project his work was nearly finished; 
he expects to complete indexing the April 1986 
issue of The Bulletin by the time of the Annual 
Meeting. He estimated that the index will run 
to about 60 printed pages. Mr. Butler gave the 
board some estimates he had obtained from the 
printer on the cost of printing various numbers 
of copies. After discussion it was voted initially 
to print 500 copies to be sold for $10 each. Mr. 
Butler said that the printer will keep the plates 
in case more copies are needed. The treasurer 
was authorized to pay for the print.ing when 
the time comes; meanwhile an appeal for gifts 
to an Index Fund will be placed in The Boxwood 
Bulletin. (See Page 24.) 

It was reported that Mrs. Holekamp, who 
lives in St. Louis, will try and arrange a tour of 
gardens with boxwood when the ABS meets in 
St. Louis for its Annual Meeting next spring. 

Under new business, Mrs. Ward announced 
that the ABS office at B1andy Farm has been 
moved to the second floor of The Quarters. The 
furniture is more efficiently arranged, she 
said, and it is all our own. She requested 
authorization to purchase an additional cabinet 
and carton of storage boxes. This request was 
approved, and Dr. Flory suggested that all of 
the furnishings be marked as property of the 
ABS. The president authorized the treasurer 
to place an advertisement for The Buyer's 
Guide for Boxwood in America,n Nurseryman. 

Committee Reports 

Memorial Garden. Cdr. Larson suggested 
that the duties of all committee chairmen be 
put in writing so that new incumbents would 
know what is expected of them. So far as the 
Memorial Garden is concerned there are at 
present 85 different named plants in the 
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garden, and more will be added. He explained 
that the Society owns only the boxwood plants, 
not the land on which they are growing;- A 
document is needed, he said, regarding the 
ownership of the plants. Cdr. Larson then of
fered to prepare such a document for the next 
meeting as well as a set of recommendations 
covering garden policies, procedures and 
needs. He also volunteered to write specifica
tions for all standing committees for inclusion 
in a set of bylaws. Dr. Flory moved that this 
generous offer be accepted, and the motion 
was passed. 

Boxwood Workshops. Professor Faiszt 
reported that a workshop limited to 40 par
ticipants is planned for May 29 at Woodlawn 
Plantation in Fairfax County, Virginia. In
terest has also been expressed in a workshop in 
Lynchburg, Virginia in late June or early July. 
In addition, a workshop will perhaps ,be held at 
Stratford Hall, Westmoreland County, 
Virginia in early fall. A cutback in funding of 
extension services, he said, threatens to 
eliminate travel funds for workshop speakers. 
I t may be necessary to raise registration fees, 
he added. President Mahone suggested that 
greater use might be made of ABS board 
members as speakers. 

Research. Mr. Gray's research report is ap
pended to these minutes. Pursuant to its 
recommendation, a motion was passed that, as 
of now, $1,000 be allocated for boxwood 
research in 1986. President Mahone suggested 
that Mr. Gray ask Dr. Banko at VTORS for a 
report on the results of tests using growth in
hibitors. 

Fall Boxwood Tour. Mrs. Sykes reported 
on the contacts she had made in the Asheville, 
North Carolina area as a first step in planning 
a tour there. The responses,' she said, have 
been negative noting that there are not enough 
notable boxwood gardens or other attractions 
of interest to warrant a tour. In the light of 
Mrs. Sykes's information and because a tour of 
the St. Louis area is being planned for the spr
ing of 1987 it was voted that there be no ABS 
tour in 1986. 

Membership. Mrs. Frackelton reported that 
ABS membership stands at 703, including 12 
new members since January. Charter members 
will be invited to have lunch as guests of the 
Society at the 25th Anniversary Meeting on 
May 14. 



Boxwood Handbook. In reply to a query 
from Professor Beecher, board members in
dicated their approval of making the Boxwood 
Handbook the same format size as such similar 
handbooks as the Holly Handbook. Professor 
Beecher said that he hopes to get together 
shortly with Mr. Batdorf concerning the list of 
cultivars to be included in the handbook and 
plans then to meet with Mr. Mahone to finalize 
the project. 

The meeting adjourned shortly after the 
noon hour for lunch in Salem Hall, and then 
reconvened at 1:10 p.m. 

Annual Meeting. Mr. Mays outlined the pro
gram of the Annual Meeting (as printed in the 
April issue of The Boxwood Bulletin). He urged 
board members to bring boxwoods, preferably 
in 1 to 2 gallon containers, for the auction after 
the meeting. He said that Mrs. Joyce Warren 
will be presented to the meeting as the 
nominating committee's choice for executive 
treasurer now that Mrs. Ward is leaving the 
area. 

The Boxwood Bulletin. Mr. Butler said that 
the April issue of The Bulletin should be out in 
two weeks, this being the first issue at the new 
printing cost per page. A decision should be 
made, he said, on whether to cut down on the 
number of pages or raise the dues to meet the 
higher cost. Because it is too late to raise the 
dues this year it was recommended that Mr. 

. Butler hold down the number of pages per 
issue for the balance of 1986. The board then 
voted to raise dues by $5 effective 1 May 1987 
for individual, family, contributing and institu
tional memberships. 

.President Mahone concluded the meeting 
wIth several announcements. He again thank
ed Dr. Flory for hosting this first board 
meeting to be held outside the state of 
Virginia. He then referred to some boxwoods 
which have survived several consecutive 
Chicago winters with temperatures in the -20 
degree range; Mr. Galen Gates of Chicago 
~otaI:i~al ~arden .would like to have the plants 
IdentIfIed, If possIble, because of their winter 
hardiness. He said that Dr. Stephen Southall of 
Lynchburg College and Mr. Kenneth 
Shumaker are starting a nursery business to be . 
known as "English Boxwoods of Virginia." 
Mr. Mahone then announced that this would be 
his last board meeting as president; he said he 
had enjoyed his tenure of office and thanked 
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board members for their support. He also an
nounced that Scot and Joan Butler had asked 
to be relieved of their duties as editor and co
editor of The Boxwood Bulletin at the end of 
1986. He praised them for their work and said 
that a replacement should be found very soon 
to learn the procedures from the Butlers. 

The meeting was adjourned at 3:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted 
Beverly C. Larson, Secretary 

Research Committee Report 

Board Meeting, March 20, 1986 

1. Field research project at the Virginia 
Beach Truck and Ornamentals Research Sta
tion (VTORS): 

a. Dr. Tom Banko is preparing a new 
paper on rooting techniques with growing 
media and humidity as variables. 

b. A nutrient study on field plantings in
cluding lime levels, was started last s~m
mer. VTORS' new soil scientist will 
evaluate results later. 

c. Several n~w cultivars from Blandy, 
now rooted, wIll be set out in test fields 
this spring. 

d. Boxwood field plantings at VTORS 
apparently escaped severe winter damage 
from the cold spells in 1985 and 1986. 
2. The English boxwood/mycorrhizal' fungi 

research at the University of Kentucky: 
a. The first greenhouse experiment was 

on healthy liners in 4-inch pots, and includ
ed test lots inoculated with selected 
mycorrhizal isolates. Dr. Hendrix felt the 
plants i~ general were not vigorous, but 
was advIsed to check further during the 
April-May period of new growth. In any 
case, this experiment will be repeated 
starting in 1986. 

. b. The second-phase experiment-on 
dIseased plants-will begin this spring. 

c. Dr. Hendrix did receive additional 
soil/root samples of declining English box
wood from Falls Church and Charlot
tesville, but would appreciate new samples 
from Kenmore. 
3. VPI & SU research on biological control of 

Phytophthora parasitica in American box
wood. 



a. After a 3-month delay, Ms. Melinda 
Gates acquired Phytopthora parasitica 
isolates associated with diseased boxwood 
from the sole source-Dr. Benton in North 
Carolina. These pathogenic isolates have 
been applied to the boxwood test lots in 
the greenhouse. 

b. Ms. Gates is now anxiously awaiting 
results. 
4. A belated letter has been sent to Tom 

Dilatush in New Jersey welcoming concrete 
suggestions for future research. 

5. This committee recommends that we pro
vide two $500 grants now for the continuing 
research tasks in 1986 at VTORS and the 
University of Kentucky. Assuming the Dr. 
Wills/Ms. Gates task at VPI & SU is ter
minated we welcome a positive, realistic pro
posal for a third $500/year research study to 
start in 1986.-William A. Gray, Chairman 

Request for Gifts to 
Bulletin Index Fund 

After several years-and thousands of 
volunteer man-hours-in preparation a 
comprehensive index of the entire first 25 

. volumes of The Boxwood Bulletin is about 
to be issued as a separate publication. In
itially 500 copies will be printed to be sold 
at $10 per copy. It is hoped that sales of 
these copies will eventually cover the cost 
of printing this ambitious project. In the 
meantime the entire printing cost must be 
met immediately upon publication. Conse
quently your officers and directors are ap
pealing for gifts from members to help pay 
the initial expense. 

A Bulletin Index Fund, similar to the 
Handbook Fund, has been established so 
that your tax-deductible gifts may be 
designated for this specific pu'rpose. In the 
Treasurer's Report on Page 5 it will be 
noted that $75 had already been con
tributed before the Annual Meeting. Much 
more is needed. Please be generous in 
meeting this one-time need. We believe 
that you will ~nd the index a valuable 
resource in making the best possible use of 
your copies of The Boxwood Bulletin. 
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Professor A. G. Smith, Jr. 

Professor A. G. Smith, Jr., a charter and 
honorary life member of the American Box
wood Society, died February 8, 1986, at his 
home in Blacksburg, Virginia, at the age of 95. 

At the organizational meeting of the Society 
on May 2, 1961, Smith was elected a director 
and served until May 1963. He was also made 
an honorary life member at that meeting in 
recognition of his contributions to the art of 
growing boxwood. The following citation was 
read at the time of his unanimous election: 

Professor A. G. Smith, Jr., Associate Pro
fessor of Horticulture, retired, Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg, Virginia, 
for his study of the types, care and diseases of 
boxwood and the creation of an exceptionally 
large experimental planting at Blacksburg. 

Professor Smith was a frequent contributor 
to The Boxwood Bulletin and provided the 
membership with helpful information on the 
culture of boxwood. His article, "Boxwood in 
Virginia," which appeared in the first Bulletin, 
Vol. 1, No.1, October 1961, is ~till applicable in 
1986 for anyone seeking guidance on boxwood 
culture. 

From 1935 until his retirement at the age of 
70, he served as a horticulturist at Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University, 
Blacksburg, Virginia. His duties were divided 
between extension, teaching and research in 
the area of ornamental horticulture. 

During this period he was made an honorary 
member of the Virginia Federation of Garden 
Clubs, Inc. and the Virginia Nurserymen's 
Association in recognition of the many con
tributions that he made to these organizations. 

After his retirement Smith was still active 
and served as a landscape consultant. During 
this period he made an important contribution 
by helping to restore the boxwood gardens at 
Stratford Hall, the ancestral home of Robert 
E. Lee~ The steps he took to restore the Strat
ford Hall boxwood are documented in his book, 
The Boxwood at Stratford Hall, which also in
cludes much information on how to plant and 
grow boxwood.-Albert S. Beecher 
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THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

INFORMATION 
Address: P. O. Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular (individual) membership dues of The 
~merican Boxwood Society are now $10.00. This 
mcludes $8.00 for a subscription to The Boxwood 
Bulletin. 

The Boxwood Society membership year runs 
~rom May of one year through April of the follow
mg year. Dues are payable in advance of each 
membership year. New members who join the 
Socie~y at intervening times of the year are sent all 
four Issues of ,!hc Bulletin for that membership 
year and then, lIke other members, pay dues in ad
vance of the next membership year. 

~o~-member subscriptions are for groups and in
stItutIOns such as botanic gardens libraries etc 
Subscriptions are $10.00 per year, ~nd run by th~ 
calendar year. 

At the present time all back issues of The Box-
wood Bulletin are available except Vol. 22, No.1, 
July 1982 .(photocopy can be supplied, howevel'). 
PrIce per smgle copy of any and all issues is $2.50. 

The present classes of membel'ship al'e: 

Category 

Individual 
Family 
Contributing 
Sustaining 
Life 
Patron 
Institutional 
Subscriber 

Annual Dues 

$ 10 
15 
25 
50 
250 
50001' more 

10 

Gift memberships are announced to the reci
pients by boxwood-decorated cards which state 
that four issues of The Boxwood Bulletin are includ
ed in membership. 

Contributions are welcome for the Research 
Fund, the Boxwood Memorial Garden, the Box
.wood Handbook and the Boxwood Bulletin Index. 

M~mbers of the American Boxwood Society are 
remmded of the 1968 IRS decision that ;contl'ibu
tions to and for the use of the Society are deductible 
by donors as provided in Section 170 of the Code. 

FOR YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 

If your letter is concerned with: 

Change of address 
Membership:· new, renewal or gift 
Dues 
~onations to research programs or memorial 
gIfts 
Ordering back issues of The Bulletin 
Ordering List of Registered Boxwoods 

Write to: 

Treasurer 
American Boxwood Society 

P. O. Box 85 
Boyce, VA 22620 

If your letter is concerned with: 

General Information about the Society 
Advice concerning boxwood problems or 
cultural information 
Boxwood cultivar selection 

Wl'ite to: 

American Boxwood Society 
P. O. Box 85 

Boyce, V A 22620 

YOUI' l'equest will be forwarded to a member of 
the BoaI'd or another appropriate member who can 
provide the help you have requested. 

Y o,u are also welcof!1e to write directly to the 
PresIdent of the AmerIcan Boxwood Society: 

Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
1714 Gl'eenway Drive 

Fredericksburg, VA 22401 

If you have contributions for The Boxwood 
Bull?tin - articles, news, notes, photographs, sug
gestIOns or anything of probable interest to box
wood people - it saves time to direct them to the 
Editor: 

Mr. Scot Butler, Editor 
The Boxwood Bulletin 

P. O. Box 190 
Bluemont, VA 22012 
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