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This classically beautiful boxwood garden of Mrs. Stratford Lee Morton is one of several 
gardens in St. Louis that will be visited on the ABS Tour in May. (See Page 50.) 

Boyce, Va. Vol. 26, No.3 



Edited under the Direction of 

THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

President .................. Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
1st Vice President. .............. Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
2nd Vice President ............ Mrs. Malcolm Holekamp 
Secretary ..................... Mrs. Phillip D. Larson 
Executive Treasurer .......... Mrs. Katherine D. Ward 

DIRECTORS 

Term Term 
Began Ends 

Prof. Albert S: Beecher. . . . . . . .. 1985 1988 
Prof. James A. Faiszt. ......... 1984 1987 
Dr. Walter S. Flory ............ 1986 1989 
Mr. William A. Gray. . . . . . . . . .. 1984 1987 
Cdr. Phillip D. Larson. . . . . . . . .. 1985 1988 
Mr. Richard D. Mahone. . . . . . . .. 1986 1989 
Mr. William N. Mays. . . . . . . . . .. 1984 1987 
Mrs. James M. Sykes ........... 1985 1988 

Registrar: Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
1409 Elm Grove Circle 
Silver Spring, MD 20904 

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 

1. Date of Filing: September 23, 1986. 
2. Title of Publication: The Boxwood Bulletin. 
3. Frequency of issue: Quarterly. 
4. Location of Known Office of Publication (Street, city, county, state, 

zip code): P.O. Box 85, Boyce, Clarke County, Virginia 22620. 
5. Location of Headquarters of General Business Office of the 

Publishers (Not printers): The American Boxwood Society, P.O. 
Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620. 

6. Names and Address of Publishers, Editor, and Managing Editor: 
Publisher, The American Boxwood Society, Boyce, Virginia 22620; 
Editor, Mr. Scot Butler, Bluemont, Virginia 22012. 

7. Owner: (If owned by a corporation, its name and address must be 
stated and also immediately thereunder the names and addresses of 
stockholders owning or holding 1 percent or more of total amount 
of stock. If not owned by a partnership or other incorporated firm, 
its name and address, as well as that of each individual must be 
given). Name, The American Boxwood Society, Boyce, Virginia 
22620 (Incorporated; Non·stock, non-profit Organization). 

8. Known Bondholders, Mortgages, and other Security Holders Own
ing or Holding 1 percent or more of Total Amount of Bonds Mort
gages or Other Securities (If there are none, so state): None. 

The Boxwood Bulletin (ISSN 0006 8535) is 
published quarterly for $8.00 per year by The 
American Boxwood Society, Blandy Experimental 
Farm, Boyce, VA 22620. 

Second Class postage paid at Boyce, VA. 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The 

Boxwood Bulletin, P.O. Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620. 

Thomas Printing And Publishing Company, Inc. 

The Boxwood 
Bulletin 

January 1987 

Editor - Scot Butler 
Co-Editor - Joan Butler 

INDEX 
27th Annual Meeting and 7th Garden Tour 

Vol. 26, No.3 

in St. Louis - Program ........................ 49 
Program Notes ............................... 50 
Registration Form for Annual Meeting and Tour .... 52 

Report on Lynchburg Boxwood Workshop ........... 54 
Effects of Growth Regulators on 

Buxus Microphylla . ........................... 55 
A Look at the Boxwoods at Arnold Arboretum ....... 57 

Boxwoods Accessioned at Arnold Arboretum ....... 60 
ABS Registrar Visits Buxus Collections 

in United Kingdom ............................ 61 
Registration of Buxus Sempervirens 'Natchez' ........ 62 
Notes on Buxus Sempervirens 'Natchez' ............. 62 
Registration of Buxus Sempervirens 'Hood' ...... _ .... 64 
Background of Buxus Sempervirens 'Hood' .. _ ....... 64 
Boxwood' as Bonsai ........... _ ................. 67 
Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage 

Marks 50th Anniversary (Tour Schedule) .......... 68 
In Memory _ ................... _ ............... 68 
Minutes of the Fall Board Meeting ................. 68 

The ABS Memorial Garden 
(Statement of Policy and Procedures) ............ 70 

Research Committee Status Report. ............. 71 
Thomas E. McCracken .......................... 72 

ILLUSTRATIONS 
Boxwood garden of Mrs. Stratford Lee Morton 

in St. Louis ............................... Cover 
St. Louis skyline featuring the Gateway Arch ......... 51 
St. Louis Union Station in its second life ............. 51 
The Old Cathedral, St. Louis ...................... 53 
Outdoor cafe in St. Louis' historic 

Laclede's Landing ............................ 53 
Traditional Japanese Garden at Missouri 

Botanical Garden, st. Louis ..................... 53 
The north Buxus bed at Arnold Arboretum ........... 58 
Type plant of 'Kingsville Dwarf' in bonsai form, 

Arnold Arboretum ............................ 58 
Type plant of Buxus sempervirens 'Vardar Valley,' 

Arnold Arboretum ............................ 59 
Buxus microphylla 'Morris Dwarf', 

Arnold Arboretum ........................... 59 
Life-size sprig of B.s. 'Natchez' ................... 62 
Group of three plants of B.s. 'Natchez', MBG ....... 63 
Two 30-year-old specimens of B.s. 'Hood', MBG ... ~ .. 64 
Mrs. Hood showing her boxwood nursery in 1972 .... 64 
Life-size sprig of B.s. 'Hood' ..................... 65 
Church in Kelso, Missouri, source of B.s. 'Hood' ..... 66 
Example of boxwood bonsai at Philadelphia 

Flower Show, 1986 ........................... 67 
Group picture of attendees at 

Fall Board Meeting, 1986 ...................... 72 



27th Annual Meeting and 7th Garden Tour to be 
Combined in St. Louis, Missouri 

May 8, 1987 (Friday) 
7 p.m. 

May 9, 1987 (Saturday) 
9 a.m. 

10 a.m. 

1 p.m. 
Afternoon 

Evening 

May 10, 1987 (Sunday) 
11:30 a.m. 

1 p.m. 

May 11, 1987 (Monday) 

May 8-10, 1987 

Program 

Arrive at Missouri Botanical Garden (MBG) for program and recep
tion. The Friday evening meeting will convene in the Shoenberg 
Auditorium where Dr. Peter Raven, MBG Director, will extend 
greetings. A brief slide presentation-"A Presence of Boxwood"-will 
focus on the Midwestern approach to this historic plant. The evening 
will conclude in the Beaumont Room where the Boxwood Society of the 
Midwest (BSMW) will host a reception; ABS members will have an op
portunity to meet Dr. Raven and BSMW members. 

MBG opens and a Garden orientation film may be viewed in the 
Ridgway Center. Or one may visit the gift and plant shops. 
27th ABS Annual Meeting convenes in the Ridgway Center. The 
business session will be followed by a guest speaker. After the meeting 
the BSMW Horticulture Committee will offer for sale small plants of 
several Midwest-hardy boxwoods. The group will then visit the box
wood nursery. 
Luncheon will be served in the Flora Gate House. 
There will be conducted tours to various areas of the MBG: Seiwa-En, 
the Japanese Garden; the St. Louis Herb Society Herb Garden; the 
Garden for the Blind; the English Woodland Garden; the new Sunken 
Maze; the Library-Herbarium; and Tower Grove House, the country 
home of Henry Shaw, founder of MBG. If preferred, an overall tram 
tour ride around the Garden may be taken with informed commentary 
by a member of the Garden staff. 
Free time to explore the sights of downtown St. Louis. (See photos on 
Pages 51 and 53.) 

Brunch at the Cheshire Inn. 
Leave Cheshire Inn by chartered bus for tour of selected St. Louis 
gardens, including those of BSMW members Mrs. Stratford Morton, 
Mr. and Mrs. George Penhale and others. The garden tour will con
clude with a cocktail supper served at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Malcolm Holekamp. 

Optional 
Trip to Shaw Arboretum at Gray Summit, Missouri. (Gray Summit is 
about 35 miles from St. Louis.) 

(Registration Form is on Page 52) 
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Program Notes 
Mary A. Gamble 

Ever since the American Boxwood Society ac
cepted the invitation of Dr. Peter H. Raven to 
hold its 27th Annual Meeting at the Missouri 
Botanical Garden in 1987, members of the Box
wood Society of the Midwest (BSMW) have been 
busily making plans. Our aim is to show you the 
warmth of Midwestern hospitality, the charm of 
St. Louis, the excellence of Missouri Botanical 
Garden, and the range and individuality of our 
private gardens. 

We have arranged for the Cheshire Inn and 
Lodge to hold a block of rooms for ABS members 
at a special rate, but it is up to each member to 
make his/her own reservation (see NOTE at foot 
of Registration Form). The Cheshire is a small at
tractive Inn with good food and a pleasant at
mosphere. It is only about 10 minutes by auto 
from MBG. 

The. focal point of the ABS Meeting and Tour 
will be the Missouri Botanical Garden. St. 
Louisans call it "Shaw's Garden" in honor of 
Henry Shaw, the Englishman who planned and 
developed his garden as a botanical and hor
ticultural center, and then:bequeathed it to the 
citizens of his adopted city upon his death in 1889. 
Mr. Shaw's garden serves local gardeners not only 
as a source of enjoyment and inspiration, but also 
as a continuing, practical demonstration of good 
gardening practices. From the time the night
lights of Ridgway Center welcome you to MBG on 
Friday evening the excitement of the Garden will 
be evident. MBG is a world-class botanical garden 
whose visitors number more than half a million 
each year, and who come from every continent. 

Saturday will be "A Day atthe Garden." As a 
gesture of hospitality, all entrance and tour tram 
fees have been waived' for ABS members. Satur
day evening and Sunday morning (before the 
11 :30 a.m. brunch) wiII be a free time to visit St. 
Louis landmarks: Union Station, Laclede's Lan
ding, St. Louis Centre, the Zoo, the Art Museum, 
the Cathedral, and the like. 

Space limitation permits us to describe only one 
of the gardens which we will visit on Sunday after
noon by chartered bus. We have chosen Mrs. 
Stratford Lee Morton's classically beautiful box-

wood garden which was described in The Boxwood 
Bulletin of October 1976 (Vol. 16, No.2) under the 
heading "A Missouri Boxwood Garden of Par
ticular Grace." 

Mrs. Morton's garden fills a large open area 
surrounded by shade trees. It receives sun at high 
noon; at other hours light and shadow play across 
the boxwoods. The garden slopes gently 
downward from house and terrace. Entry is by a 
flight of broad shallow steps from which the 
garden can be viewed as a whole. Columns of 
mellow "used" brick mark the entrance; low walls 
of old bricks (salvaged from St. Louis's water
front) enclose the outer perimeter and connect 
with a high, pillared wall at the garden's far 
eastern end. The garden's form (designed by the 
late Peter Seltzer, one of the city's most creative 
landscape designers) is an oval within an oval, a 
natural form both restful and rhythmic. Broad 
pathways afford easy access to every part of the 
garden and invite contemplation and exploration. 

Mrs. Morton planted her first boxwood in the 
garden in 1943. "I called it my five-year plan," 
she says. "After that I added boxwoods as I found 
them. It was not easy to discover handsome plants 
in matched sizes." Mrs. Morton directs her own 
garden upkeep, and does much of the work 
herself. She likes to prune her boxwoods, shaping 
them gently for a natural full form. For many 
years she watered her garden with a hose. "It took 
me two weeks to complete a round of watering, 
soaking roots and flushing out the plants' in
teriors; and then I started all over again." A few 
years ago she had an automatic watering system 
tailored for her garden and installed. (One gets the 
impression she sometimes misses this chore!) Mrs. 
Morton is an organic gardener who uses chemical 
sprays only with the greatest reluctance and in the 
direst circumstances. 

To those of us in BSMW who enjoy the 
privilege of seasonal visits ·to Mrs. Morton's 
garden, it seems that the grace of the garden rests 
on beauty, charm and character. Its harmonious 
design affords a fitting setting for the timeless 
elegance of boxwood. The ornamentation has 
been selected and placed with artistic sensitivity. 
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The garden's appearanc e reflects th e 
knowledgeable , loving attention of a dedicated 
gardener. 

By request, Mrs . Malcolm Holekamp , our 
general chairman of meeting/tour arrangements, 

is scheduling a visit to the Shaw Arboretum on 
Monday , May 11, 1987 for those who wish to stay 
over. The arboretum is about an hour's drive 
from St. Louis and a box lunch will be provided . 
W e hope many of you will remain the extra day . 

The St. Louis skyline featuring the Gateway Arch. 

St. Lauis Union Station, a /fJ'T7Mr railroad terminal, is still as vibmnt as ever in its second liJe as a muUi-enterI.ainment complex tItaJ. It.ouses 
restaurants, s!wps, musical revues and a man-made lake Jor row-boaling. 
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REGISTRATION FORM FOR 
ABS 27th Annual Meeting/7th Garden Tour 

St. Louis, Missouri 
May 8-10, 1987 

Complete and return this form (or a facsimile) to: 

Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
1714 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401 
Phone: (703) 373-7975 

Enclosed, please find my check in the amount of $ __ , made payable to Boxwood Society of 
the Midwest for __ person(s) at a cost of $35.00 per person for May 8-10, 1987, or with ex
tra day ($5.00 box lunch on Monday, May 11) $40.00 per person. I understand this payment 
covers registration fee, luncheon on Saturday, brunch and charter bus for the Sunday 
garden tour (and box lunch on Monday if added). Lodging and breakfasts are not included. * 
I enclose names, addresses and TELEPHONE NUMBERS of persons covered by this reser
vation. 

Please check below: 

I (we) will __ , will not __ arrive for the Friday evening program, May 8. 

I (we) will __ , will not __ need transportation for Friday evening. I (we) will __ , will 
not __ need transportation for Saturday, May 9. 

I can provide transportation Friday evening for __ extra person(s), on Saturday for __ 
extra person(s). 

I (we) would like to be included in the Gray Summit trip on Monday, May 11, the cost ($5.00) 
is included in my check. __ 

NAME 
ADDRESS 

PHONE NUMBER _______________ _ 

Please list any additional names, with addresses and phone numbers, on a separate sheet of 
paper and attach to this form. 

*NOTE. Upon registering for the Meeting/Tour, please send your personal reservation to 
Carol Handelmann, Cheshire lnn & Lodge, 6306 Clayton Road, St. Louis, MO 63105; phone 
(314) 647-7300. This MUST be received by March 30, 1987. Be sure to tell the Cheshire you 
are with the ABS so you will receive the group rate. Our special rate is $45 for a single and 
$55 for a double room per night. A deposit for the first night's charge is required. If you will 
need transportation to the events at MBG or will have space in your car, please so indicate 
above on this registration form. 
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St. Louis ' Old Cathedral, the oldest west of the Outdoor cafe in St. Louis' historic Laclede's 
Mississippi. Landing. 

Traditional Japanese Garden - largest m North America - at Missouri 
Botanical Garden. St. Louis. 

53 



REPORT ON LYNCHBURG BOXWOOD WORKSHOP 

James A. Faiszt 

Fifty-five gardeners and professionals brav
ed a cold, rainy day on November 20, 1986 to 
attend the first boxwood workshop to be held 
in Lynchburg, Virginia. The program was ar
ranged by Mr. Donald J. Davis, Cooperative 
Extension Agent in Lynchburg, and was co
sponsored by the American Boxwood Society 
and the Cooperative Extension Service of 
Virginia Tech. 

The program began with a presentation by 
Mr. William A. Gray, a Director of the 
American Boxwood Society, on the history of 
boxwood. Mr. Gray discussed the use of Buxus 
sempervirens from ancient Greece to present 
day Virginia. He indicated that Buxus semper
virens was brought to America by some of the 
early aristocratic settlers, and was probably 
first planted on Long Island. Between 1650 
and 1750 it found its way down the east coast 
to North Carolina. It became the most popular 
ornamental. plant in the estate gardens of the 
landed gentry in Virginia and North Carolina. 
Mr. Gray cited three species of Buxus common
ly grown in the United States: Buxus semper
virens, Buxus harlandii and Buxus 
microphylla. He stated that Buxus semper
virens with its many cultivars is the most wide
ly grown. So-called English boxwood is a varie
ty of Buxus sempervirens. The utility of box
wood as lumber, its medicinal uses and its 
mythological and symbolic roles were dicussed. 

Mr. Paul Saunders, of Saunders' Orchard 
and Nursery, Piney River, Virginia en
thusiastically discussed the techniques and 
practices he follows in the production and 
marketing of over 100,000 container-grown 
English boxwoods and several thousand other 
types of container-grown ornamental woody 
plants. He stated that boxwood cuttings are 
taken from July 15 through late winter and are 
rooted in burlap shaded frames in unheated 
greenhouses. The rooted cuttings are transfer
red to one-gallon containers with. a growing 
medium of pine bark, sand, and peat moss, sup
plemented with limestone and fertilizer. They 
are carried for three years in the one-gallon 
containers after which they are sold or 
transferred to larger containers. A few are 
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grown to produce 15~ to 18-inch specimen 
plants. Mr. Saunders stressed two important 
factors in producing quality plants. First, pro
vide a growing medium that is well drained but 
yet has a good water retention capacity. Se
cond, have an adequate water supply for irriga
tion during the dry seasons of the year. He 
stated that the biggest enemy of boxwood is 
people. 

Ms. Mary Ann Hansen, Plant Pathologist of 
the Plant Disease Clinic at Virginia Tech, 
presented an informative slide-illustrated lec
ture on "Diseases Common to Boxwood." She 
noted that no significant developments have 
been made in treating boxwood decline. She 
encouraged growers to maintain their plants in 
a healthy and vigorous growing condition since 
boxwood decline seems to be prevalent only in 
plants that have undergone a series of serious 
stress conditions. Ms. Hansen stated that 
disease problems are difficult to diagnose by 
observing the top growth in a plant since a 
number of diseases exhibit similar symptoms in 
that area. She explained how growers should 
prepare specimens to be sent to the plant clinic 
for diagnosis. She said that only a few chemical 
preparations have been cleared and made 
available for use in treating boxwood diseases. 
Thus disease prevention by growing healthy 
plants is still the best approach to disease con
trol. 

With respect to the control of boxwood in
sects Professor James A. Faiszt, Horticulture 
Specialist from Virginia Tech, expressed 
greater optimism. He identified five insects 
common to boxwood: the boxwood leaf-miner, 
the boxwood psyllid, the boxwood mite, web 
worms and scale insects. The leaf miner, 
psyllid and mite are the most serious. Faiszt 
suggested that growers be alert to insect 
presence in their plants so that control 
measures can be provided before the pest gets 
out of hand. He listed three important con
siderations in controlling boxwood insects: 
identify the pest, select the chemical control 
recommended for that particular pest and ap
ply the control treatment when the insect is 
most vulnerable. Several treatments may be 



necessary depending upon the life cycle of the 
insect pest. So-called preventive treatments 
are a waste of time and money. Faiszt remind
ed growers that plants maintained in a healthy 
growing condition are less susceptible to insect 
attack than are unhealthy plants. 

Dr. Stephen Southall, Professor of 
Psychology at Lynchburg College and a box
wood grower, concluded the program with a 
discussion of propagation and pruning prac
tices. Dr. Southall recommended "plucking" 
(breaking out sizeable branches to open up the 
plant) over shearing as a proper pruning pro
cedure. Plucking tends to open up holes in the 
plant structure to allow light and air to 
penetrate to the center of the plant. A plant 
properly pruned by this method will develop 
foliage the entire length of each stem, which 
contributes toward a more healthy and 
vigorous plant. Caution should be taken not to 
destroy the natural growth habit of the plant. 

He suggested that all fallen leaves and other 
debris be removed from the center of the plant 
annually to prevent any harmful build-up of 
these materials. 

Dr. Southall indicated that he combines his 
pruning effort with his propagation. He uses 
the material removed in pruning for rooting. 
His propagating beds are outdoors and are con
structed from coarse builder's sand that has 
been thoroughly tilled into the soil. The beds are 
raised for good drainage. Large cuttings, 6 to 8 
inches long are inserted in the propagating beds 
in July and remain in the beds, which are sh~d
ed from the summer sun, until March when they 
are taken out and pDtted up. Cuttings are 
spaced about 3 inches on centers in the bed to 
allow for good air circulation between the cut
tings. The beds are given frequent watering to 
prevent the cuttings from drying out. A light 
straw mulch is provided during the colder 
periods for winter protection. 

Effects of Growth Regulators on Buxus microphylla 

Thomas J. Banko 

Hampton Roads Agricultural Experiment Station 

NOTE. This paper reports the results of research only, and does not imply that a given chemical growth 
regulator has been registered under amended FIFRA. Before using any of the products mentioned in this 
research paper, be certain of their registration by appropriate state andJor federal authorities. 

Japanese and Korean Boxwoods (Buxus 
microphylla var. japonica ~nd Buxus 
microphylla var. koreana) are excellent hedge 
plants. They tolerate shearing well, and they 
tend to have fewer disease and insect problems 
than Buxus sempervirens. Korean Boxwood is 
also quite winter hardy; but both of these 
varieties are rather loose and open in habit-a 
trait that in most cases detracts from their 
desirability. 

Chemical growth regulators have been used 
on azaleas and several other landscape plants 
to suppress shoot elongation and promote 
lateral branching. This produces a bushier, 
more compact plant, and reduces the need for 
trimming. It was thought that perhaps 
chemical growth regulators could be used on 
Buxus microphylla in the same way to produce 

tighter plants with less need for shearing. 
Therefore, experiments were set up to 
evaluate the effects of two commercially 
available growth regulators on these two 
varieties. * 

In June 1983, plants of B. m. var. japonica 
andB. m. var. koreana that had been establish
ed in a field for one year were sheared to a 
uniform height and diameter of about 35 cm. 
Three weeks later, spray treatments con
sisting of solutions of Atrinal (Maag 
Agrochemicals) or Embark (3M) in concentra
tions of 0, 0.2, 0.4, and 0.6% (active ingredient) 
were applied to the Korean Boxwoods. The 

* This research was supported by a grant from 
the American Boxwood Society. 
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Japanese Boxwoods received only Atrinal 
treatments because of the limited number of 
plants available. There were 16 plants per 
growth regulator treatment. It was found that 
the Embark treatments caused a curling of the 
first flush of shoots following the treatments. 
Other than this effect, there was little dif
ference in the appearance or size of the plants 
by the end of the growing season. 

The following year the Embark treatments 
were omitted because of the curling effect, but 
the Atrinal treatments were repeated one 
week after shearing the plants to a uniform 
height of about 40 cm on July 3, 1984. Some of 
the Korean Boxwoods also received a second 
application of the Atrinal treatments on 
August 4, 1984. The treatments were later 
evaluated by counting the numbers of new 
shoots within a 14-cm diameter circle randomly 
placed on each plant. The lengths of the new 
shoots were also measured. 

Table 1 summarizes the results of the second 
experiment. It can be seen that although shoot 
growth (length) was reduced as a result of the 
Atrinal treatments, the number of new shoots 
was also reduced. Therefore, the desired effect 
of increased lateral branching, such as occurs 
with many azaleas, did not occur with the box-

woods. In fact, lateral branching was 
significantly reduced by Atrinal concentrations 
over 0.2%. These results indicate that Atrinal 
and Embark cannot be used to increase the 
fullness of Buxus microphylla; however, 
Atrinal did cause reduced shoot growth 
without noticeable phytotoxic effects. 
Therefore, it may be useful in some landscape 
situations to reduce the frequency of shearing 
if increased lateral branching is not a con
sideration. 

Editors Note. Dr. Thomas J. Banko is an 
Associate Professor of Horticulture at VPI & 
SUo This paper is the fourth in a series he has 
written for The Boxwood Bulletin on the 
results of boxwood research at the Hampton 
Roads Agricultural Experiment Station, better 
known until a recent change in name as the 
Virginia Truck and Ornamentals Research Sta
tion (VTORS). This research, which has been 
partially funded by a five-year grant from our 
Society, was conducted on field-grown plants 
to evaluate them for growth habit, adaptabili
ty, disease and pest susceptibility, and to 
determine response to selected cultural prac
tices. 

Table 1. Effects of Atrinal on Mean Numbers of New Shoots and 
Mean Shoot Lengths on Japanese and Korean Boxwood. 

Atrinal 
Concentration 

(% Active Ingredient) 

o (control) 
0.2 
0.4 
0.6 
0.2Z 
0.4 
0.6 

LSD (0.05, 

Japanese Boxwood 
No. of Shoot 
Shoots Length (mm) 

19.1 36.3 
13.6 26.3 
6.5 12.5 
3.6 6.9 

6.6 6.4 

zSecond application one month later applied to Korean Boxwoods. 

Korean Boxwood 
No. of Shoot 
Shoots Length (mm) 

27.9 26.3 
21.5 17.8 
21.9 14.4 
12.1 13.8 
21.3 20.6 
21.3 12.8 
15.1 9.7 

7.8 8.4 

yLeast significant difference at the 5% level of probability. (Values within a column that are 
different from one another by more than the LSD value are considered significantly different). 
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A LOOK AT THE BOXWOODS AT THE 
ARNOLD ARBORETUM 

Dale T. Taylor 

The Arnold Arboretum of Harvard Universi
ty is the nation's oldest arboretum. Founded 
by Harvard in 1872, the Arboretum became a 
part of the Boston Park System in 1882. In 
that same year, Harvard signed a one
thousand-year lease agreement with the city 
under which Harvard maintains, administers 
and operates the Arboretum. 

Arnold is named for its benefactor, Mr. 
James Arnold. Credit for the design and plan
ning of the Arboretum goes primarily to two 
men: Charles Sprague Sargent, Arnold Ar
boretum's first director, and Frederick Law 
Olmsted. Mr. Olmsted is well-known in his own 
right as the father of American landscape ar
chitecture. 

Plantings at the Arboretum are based on the 
Bentham-Hooker (or evolutionary) classifica
tion system. Thus, the collection begins with 
magnolias, the most primitive plants. 

The Arnold Arboretum spreads over three 
locations in separate suburbs of Boston. 

The 112-acre Case Estates in Weston, 
Massachusetts acts as the experimental plan
ting and nursery area of the Arboretum. 
Ground covers, flower displays, small and or
namental trees, and some shrubs, can also be 
found at the Weston site. 

The Harvard University Herbaria Building is 
located in Cambridge. The herbarium collec
tion at this one location alone numbers over 1 
million non-cultivated plants. In addition, 
library and research facilities are devoted to 
the study of native plants growing throughout 
the world. 

But for most visitors, Arnold Arboretum is 
the 265 acres of gently rolling hills, soft 
meadows and valleys that make up the Ar
boretum's Jamaica Plain location. This site 
-about a 15-minute drive from Boston- is 
home to over 6,200 kinds of trees, shrubs, and 
vmes. 

The Hunnewell Administration Building at 
the Jamaica Plain site contains an herbarium 
collection representing over 165,000 cultivated 
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plants from all over the world. Propagation 
and research take place at the Dana 
Greenhouses, also at Jamaica Plain. 

The Arnold Arboretum has much to be proud 
of. Among the facts gleaned from literature 
available to visitors are: 

• In 110 years, the Arboretum has in
troduced more than 2,000 new plants into 
cultivation. Some of these are now com
mon in gardens while others are rare and 
found only in botanic gardens. 

• Approximately 7,000 different types of 
trees and shrubs hardy to the Boston 
area are cultivated at the Arboretum for 
scientific and educational services. This 
collection serves as a living catalog for 
visitors. 

• The oldest and third largest lilac collec
tion in the country is at the Arboretum. 
There are more than 550 different types 
of lilacs, some 100 years old. The 
definitive monograph on lilacs was writ
ten by an Arboretum researcher, Susan 
Delano McKelvey. 

• The Arboretum's bonsai collection is a 
gift from Mrs. Lars Anderson in memory 
of her husband, the former Ambassador 
to Japan. Some of the trees are more 
than 200 years old, yet are maintained in 
miniature by special methods of culture. 

Of course, for boxwood enthusiasts it is the 
boxwood collection at Arnold Arboretum that 
is of. greatest interest. The boxwoods are 
located on a gently sloping hill just a short walk 
from the Dana Greenhouses. 

The collection comprises two adjacent beds. 
The north Buxus bed contains a dense planting 
of boxwoods, while a more dispersed 
assemblage of boxwoods is located nearby. 

Arnold's past efforts with the genus Buxus 
are not without hist<;>rical significance. One of 
the two most famous boxwoods at Arnold is ac-



Photo: Dale T. Taylor 
The north Buxus bed at A rnold A rboretum. 

tually a part of the bonsai collection. Cataloged 
under Accession Number 1376-71-A, the type 
plant of Buxus microphylla var. compacta 
('Kingsville Dwarf) is in a lath house that is 
part of the bonsai collection. (The lath house is 
next to the Dana Greenhouses.) 

This plant was received from the late Henry 
J. Hohman of Kingsville Nurseries, Kingsville, 
Maryland on October 6, 1971. The name of 
Henry J. Hohman, as well as his Kingsville 
varieties of boxwood, are well-known to box
wood collectors and enthusiasts around the 
world. 

When the plant was received at the Arnold 
Arboretum it measured 20 inches in height, ac
cording to the records. Of particular interest is 
the note that Mr. Hohman sent with his 
specimen, the contents of which have also been 
duly cataloged. 

Mr. Hohman wrote: "I am sending you a 
30-year-old plant of Buxus Microphylla var. 
compacta-the Kingsville dwarf boxwood. It 
developed naturally with no training or prun
ing, bonsai form. Many have attempted to pur
chase this Buxus when they sa\y it in the 
nursery and noted its form, but each was advis
ed that it was not for sale. Mrs. Constance 
Derderian I feel sure will be interested in this 
for her bonsai work. Henry J. Hohman." (Mrs. 
Derderian was then working with bonsai sllb
jects at the Arnold Arboretum.) 
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Photo: Dale T. Taylor 
Peter Del Tredici, plant propagator , holds type 
plant of 'Kingsville Dwarf. It is in bonsai form 
and was already 30 years old when given in 
1971. 

Through the years the Kingsville Nurseries 
also donated two plants of "Buxus semper
virens cv. Curly Locks"[sic] (1948 and 1952); 
"Buxus sempervirens cv. Varifolia" (1963); 
and two plants of "Buxus microphylla var. 
sinica" (1963). * 

The second most famous boxwood at the Ar
nold Arboretum (and, in the author's mind, the 
most spectacular), is the type plant of Buxus 
sempervirens 'Vardar Valley' , one of the 
Balkan boxwoods introduced into this country 
by the late Dr. Edgar S. Anderson. 

The cutting of this plant, cataloged as Acces
sion Number 352-35-E, was received at the Ar
nold Arboretum on April 1, 1935. Today, it is a 
magnificent plant, measuring (eye estimate) 
approximately four feet high and fifteen feet 
across at its widest point. 

Other interesting boxwoods can also be 
found. There are several Buxus sempervirens 
'Pendula' specimens. Some were received as 

* The listing of the cultivar 'Curly Locks' as a 
sempervirens is incorrect. 'Curly Locks' is of 
the species microphylla, not sempervirens. 
Also, it is now the view of some taxonomists 
that sinica is a species in itself and not a varie
ty of microphylla. -Author 



Photo: Dale T. Taylor 

A view of type plant, Buxus sempervirens 'Var
dar Valley '. One of the most impressive box
woods at A mold Arboretum, this specimen is 
now about 4 feet high and 15 f eet across. 

plants in 1930. They are now quite large and, 
again by eye estimate, appear to be approx
imately ten feet wide and fourteen feet high. 
They are of such open habit that it is nearly 
possible to walk within the plants themselves. 

A fine specimen of Buxus microphylla var. 
japonica 'Morris Dwarf was received as a cut
ting from the U.S. National Arboretum on 
January 17, 1961. It now measures approx
imately 20 inches high by 40 inches wide. 

Arnold Arboretum records indicate that the 
first Buxus specimens received were a com
bination of plants, cuttings and seeds of Buxus 
microphylla var. koreana, the first of which (a 
plant) was received in 1919. It was collected by 
Mr. E. H. Wilson, an Arnold Arboretum plant 
collector, on one of his four trips to Asia in the 
early 1900s to collect plant specimens of all 
types. 

Additional koreanas, in either plant, cutting 
or seed form, were received in 1924, 1932, 
1935, and 1936. Other early accessions of box
woods included Buxus sempervirens (no 
specific variety or cultivar noted) in 1922, 
1926, 1930, and 1934. 

Other sources of boxwoods now in the Ar
nold collection include such nurseries as 

Photo: Dale T. Taylor 

Pictured is Buxus microphylla 'Morris Dwarf' 
measuring about 20 inches high and 40 inches 
across. When received from the U.S. National 
Arboretum in J anuary 1961 it was a rooted 
cutting. 
Mayfair, Vermeulen and Son, Sheridan, 
Cherry Hill, Boulevard, Fairview, Weller, 
Hillier and Sons, and Woodland. Many in
dividuals have made gifts of plants or cuttings, 
and donations of boxwood specimens or cut
tings have been received over the years from 
the U.S. National Arboretum, Longwood 
Gardens, the Royal Botanic Gardens at Kew in 
England, and other public or private collec
tions. A complete listing of the boxwoods ac
cessioned at the Arnold Arboretum is given at 
the end of this article. 

Of course, no arboretum can maintain all of 
its collections in the condition that fanciers of 
different genera might wish, and this is the 
case with the boxwoods at the Arnold Ar
boretum. 

The boxwood enthusiast who visits this col
lection is apt to be disappointed. There are 
misspellings and incorrect designations in the 
accession records. Information on some plants 
is sparse, and the data on boxwoods is dis
persed among several files. 

The visitor who is particularly interested in 
boxwood does not have access to a printed map 
or plot layout showing the location of in
dividual varieties or cultivars. The official plot 
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map is difficult to read and almost impossible 
to reconcile with actual plantings. It would ap
pear that some plants have died without 
anyone noting the fact or updating the plot 
map and official records. 

There are no formal markers to identify in
dividual boxwood plants. The visitor must 
search through each plant to find the plant tag 
tied to an inner branch. Many times, these tags 
cannot be found (apparently having dropped 
off or been otherwise destroyed). Thus, many 
plants are unidentifiable unless they can be 
reconciled with the plot map. This does not 
make for profitable use of time by the average 
visitor with a particular interest in Buxus. 

Evidence of mite and psyllid infestation ex
ists on many plants. The boxwoods show a lack 
of pruning, and there is often an accumulation 
of natural debris (twigs, dead leaves, etc.) 
within some plants on both branches and at the 
base of the plants themselves. 

In the north Buxus bed, boxwoods have now 
grown to the point where they are too close to 

'one another. This grouping is further marred 
by an abundance of weeds and the presence of 

non-Buxus genera that are there either by 
design or as a result of wind-blown seedlings 
that have not been cleared out. 

More than anything else, however, the in
ability to identify each plant and study its in
dividual characteristics is frustrating since a 
large part of a boxwood enthusiast's interest 
with regard to species, varieties and cultivars 
is the opportunity to examine mature 
specimens in detail. 

This condition should not be taken as 
evidence of either an intentional policy of 
neglect or a lack of interest in boxwood. It is in
dicative of what a lack of staff and financial 
resources can do to even our most prestigious 
arboreta. Arnold personnel would be the first 
to say that they would like to improve condi
tions. 

Despite these drawbacks the boxwood collec
tion at the Arnold Arboretum is well worth 
seeing. Perhaps boxwood enthusiasts in the 
Boston area could offer assistance to help 
maintain the boxwood collection in a condition 
befitting America's oldest arboretum. 

••. ~~\ 
List of Boxwoods Accessioned at the Arnold Arbortum 

(All designations as' to species, variety, and cultivar, as well as all spellings, are given as shown 
in the Arnold General Information Listing) 

1. Buxus cv. Morris Midget. 

2. Buxus microphylla. 

3. Buxus microphylla cv. Fiorii. 

4. Buxus microphyUa cv. Kingsville Dwarf 
(bonsai). 

5. Buxus microphylla cv. Nana Compacta 
(2 listings). 

6. Buxus microphyUa cv. Sunnyside. 

7. Buxus microphylla var. japonica cv. Morris 
Dwarf (2 listings). 

8. Buxus microphylla var. koreana (8 listings). 
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9. Buxus microphylla var. koreana cv. Pin
cushion (2 listings). 

10. Buxus microphylla var. koreana cv. 
Staygreen. 

11. Buxus microphylla var. koreana cv. Tide 
Hill. 

12. Buxus microphylla var. koreana cv. Winter 
Beauty (2 listings). 

13. Buxus microphylla var. koreana cv. 
Wintergreen. 

14. Buxus microphylla var. koreana X (7 
listings). 



15. Buxus microphylla var. sinwa (2 listings). 

16. Buxus sempervirens (17 listings). 

17. Buxus sempervirens cv. Agram. 

18. Buxus sempervirens cv. Andersoni. 

19. Buzus sempervirens cv. Belleville. 

20. Buzus sempervirens cv. Broman (2 
listings). 

21. Buzus sempervirens cv. Butterworth. 

22. Buxus sempervirens cv. Curly Locks (2 
listings). 

23. Buzus sempervirens cv. Fastigiata (2 
listings). 

24. Buzus sempervirens cv. Inglis. 

25. Buzus sempervirens cv. Latifolia 
Macrophylla. 

26. Buzus sempervirens cv. Latifolia Maculata. 

27. Buxus sempervirens cv. Newport Blue. 

28. Buzus sempervirens cv. Northern Find 
(2 listings). 

29. Buzus sempervirens cv. Northland. 

30. Buzus sempervirens cv. Pullman. 

31. Buzus sempervirens cv. Undulifolia. 

32. Buxus sempervirens cv. Vardar Valley 
(4 listings). 

33. Buxus sempervirens cv. Varifolia. 

34. Buzus sempervirens cv. Welleri (2 listings). 

35. Buzus sempervirens cv. William Bovek 
(spelled "Borek" on the plant tag). 

36. Buzus sempervirens F. * Aureo-Variegata. 

37. Buzus sempervirens F. * Bullata (2 listings). 
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ABS Registrar Visits Buxus 
Collections in the United Kingdom 

During a three-week tour of the United 
Kingdom in late October and early November 
ABS Registrar Lynn Batdorf visited a number 
of arboreta and botanic gardens to study her
barium specimens and living Buxus collections. 
His stops included the Kew Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Hillier Nurseries, the Royal Hor
ticultural Society in Wisley, the Cambridge 
University Botanic Garden, the Royal Botanic 
Garden in Edinburgh, the Oxford University 
Botanic Garden and Harlow Car sponsored by 
the Northern Horticultural Society. The pur
pose of his visit was to collect information for a 
monograph he is writing on Buxus. In the 
course of his visit he collected his own her
barium specimens which are being processed 
at the Kew Royal Botanic Gardens in London. 

38. Buzus sempervirens F. * Handsworthiensis 
(2 listings). 

39. Buxus sempervirens F. * Myrtifolia. 

40. Buzus sempervirens F. * Pendula (7 
listings). 

41. Buzus sempervirens F. * Pyramidalis. 

42. Buxus sempervirens F. * Rotundifolia 
(3 listings). 

43. Buzus sempervirens F. * Suffruticosa 
(2 listings). 

44. Buxus sempervirens var. Arborescens cv. 
Decussata (2 listings). 

*The letter F (abbreviation of Latin forma) 
was a pre-1959 convention used basically to 
designate form of plant. 



Registration of Buxus 
Sempervirens 'Natchez' 

Buxus sempervirens 'Natchez' 

Registered by the Boxwood Society of the 
Midwest. 

Description: This mounding plant is 61cm 
tall and 1m wide, at an estimated age of 
18-20 years. Leaves are elliptic to obovate. 
Tips are acute-mucronate to obtuse
mucronate. Cuneate base. Leaf size is 
1.2-2.2cm in length and 7 -15mm in width. 
While 'Natchez' is a sempervirens, it closely 
resembles the habit of Buxus microphylla 
var. japonica 'Morris Dwarf. It is gratifying 
to have a plant similiar to 'Morris Dwarf 
represented in the sempervirens group. 

Leaf color by the RHS Colour Chart is Green 
Group 139A on the upper epidermis, and 
137B on the lower. Internodal length is 
about 7mm. The plant has not been observed 
in flower. 

Clonal herbarium specimens have been 
deposited at the Missouri Botanical Garden 
in St. Louis, Missouri. Iso-clonal herbarium 
specimens have been deposited at the U.S. 
National Arboretum in Washington, D.C. 

Lynn R. Batdorf, Registrar 

NOTE: Buxus sempervirens 'Natchez' has 
been carried in the records of the Boxwood 
Society of the Midwest under the number 
752088, and its convenience name has been 
'Natchez'. 

Photo: Shaw Camera 
Sprig of Buxus sempervirens 'Natchez' shown 
life size. Note variation in leaf form and size. 

Notes on Buxus Sempervirens 'Natchez' 

Mary A. Gamble 

Buxus sempervirens 'Natchez' is named for 
an historic and beautiful river town in 
Mississippi where the late Clarence Barbre 
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bought a number of plants for his small, select 
nursery in Webster Groves, Missouri. In 1971 
he started to cut back on his nursery work 



and gave the plants , to the Boxwood Study 
Group of the St. Louis Herb Society, precursor 
of the Boxwood Society of the Midwest. 

All Mr. Barbre knew about the plant was 
that he liked it. That is not surprising because 
'Natchez' is very like the Balkan boxwood B.s. 
'Vardar Valley' which he once called his 
favorite. Mr. Barbre, whose profession was 
chemistry, had turned to plants as an avocation 
when he retired. He was a contemporary of the 
late Dr. Edgar Anderson and the two pursued 
their mutual enthusiasm for Buxus at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden in St. Louis and the 
Garden's Shaw Arboretum at Gray Summit, 
Missouri. 

When Mr. Barbre gave us the plants they 
were an estimated three years old. We set 
them in our nursery and later propagated from 
them. As we worked with both 'Vardar Valley' 
and the plant we called 'Natchez' for conve
nience we noted their resemblances and also 
their differences. We concluded there was a 
garden place for both. 

Checking the leaf color of 'Natchez' we found 
it to be a strong medium-light green with none 
of the yellow undertones one is so surprised to 
find in 'Vardar Valley', a plant noted for its 
"blue look." We found the leaves of 'Natchez' 
smaller than those of 'Vardar Valley'. When 
we measured the distance between leaves on 
the stems, we found those of 'Natchez' closer, 
the secret of its somewhat denser look. We 

have not yet observed 'Natchez' to bloom but it 
may bloom yet. 'Vardar Valley' did not bloom 
in our gardens until its fourteenth year. 'Nat
chez' is a slow grower, and its branches form a 
tight, small mound. Its size makes it easy to 
handle and position, especially in smaller 
gardens. 

We have found 'Natchez' to be hardy over 
the past 15 years. We think that attribute, 
together with its great gardening and land
scaping possibilities, make it worthy of wider 
distribution. 

In deciding on the name of the plant we 
checked with several Mississippi sources, in
cluding the Mississippi Department of 
Agriculture and the Mississippi State Universi
ty Department of Agriculture. We sent them 
photographs and a sizeable sprig of 'Natchez'. 
The plant was not known to them. We also 
wrote to Mrs. M. Theo Wesley, President of 
the Natchez Garden Club, sending her a photo 
and sprig also. She took these to an established 
and respected local nurseryman. The plant was 
not known to either of them. Therefore they 
saw no reason not to register the plant and 
name it 'Natchez'. In fact, Mrs. Wesley ex
claimed: "I think it would be quite wonderful." 
Weare also pleased that ABS Registrar Lynn 
Batdorf has expressed enthusiasm for this 
plant and is eager to place it on the list of 
registered boxwood cultivars. 

Photo: Mary A. Gamble 
This group of three plants of B.s. 'Natchez' is planted at the north entrance to the Anne 
Lehmann Rose Garden, Missouri Botanical Garden. Chosen for the position on basis of form, 
this and a companion group of 'Natchez' contrast effectively in color with nearby B.s. 
'Pullman'. 
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Registration of Buxus 
Sempervirens 'Hood' 

Buxus sempervirens 'Hood' 

Registered by the Boxwood Society of the 
Midwest. 

Description: This plant has a broadly upright 
habit. At 35 years it is slightly over 1m broad 
at the base, flares out to 1.45 meters at one 
foot above ground and continues upward 
with vertical sides to an irregular rounded 
top 102m in height. Leaves are uniformly 
lanceolate with an acute to obtuse tip and a 
cuneate base. Leaf size is 105-2cm long and 
5-7mm wide. Leaf color by the RHS Colour 
Chart is green group 139A on the upper 
epidermis and 137B on the lower. The inter
nodal length is 7-mm. Sparse fruit produc
tion has been observed. 

Clonal herbarium specimens have been 
deposited at the Missouri Botanical Garden 
in St. Louis, Missouri. Iso-clonal herbarium 
specimens have been deposited at the U.S. 
National Arboretum in Washington, D.C. 

Lynn R. Batdorf, Registrar 

NOTE: Buxus sempervirens 'Hood' has been 
carried in the records of the Boxwood Society 
of the Midwest under the number 752061 and 
has always been referred to as 'Hood'. 

Photo: Mary A. Gamble 
Two 30-year-old specimens of B.s. 'Hood' in the 
boxwood nursery at Missouri Botanical 
Garden. 
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Photo: Mary A. Gamble 
Mrs. Hood (facing camera) shows her backyard 
boxwood nursery in 1972 to members of the Box
wood Study Group of the St. Louis Herb 
Society. 

Background of 
Buxus Sempervirens 

'Hood' 
Mary A. Gamble 

In 1972 Mrs. Ethel B. Hood invited members 
of what is now the Boxwood Society of the 
Midwest to visit her home in Flat River, 
Missouri and see her boxwood. We accepted 
and on a brilliant October day drove the 65 
miles to Flat River which is sometimes called 
"the lead capital of the world." Mrs. Hood was 
rightfully proud of her boxwoods. They were 
dense and an intense deep green that caught 
and held the eye. In her back yard she had a 
small nursery of almost perfectly spherical 
plants which she told us were 20 years old. At 
the side of her house she showed us the parent 
plants of the nursery clone. These had 
outgrown their spherical proportions; they 
were slightly mounded and their almost 
perpendicular sides hugged the ground. All the 
plants showed the loving care of a boxwood en
thusiast and a good gardener. 

Mrs. Hood invited us to pull apart the bran
ches of a plant and look deep into its interior. 
We saw how she had "plucked" out all dead 



Photo: Shaw Camera 

LiJe-size sprig ofBuxus sempervirens 'Hood' shows uniformity oj lanceolate leaves and ex
treme upward thrust oj plant. 
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and weak twigs and removed all debris. Each 
plant was so neat that, after she gave us a 
group of these plants for the projected box
wood garden at the Missouri Botanical Garden 
in Saint Louis, we chose one of them to il
lustrate photographically what is meant when 
we say "boxwood is best pruned from the in
side out." Mrs. Hood does not feed her box
wood. She devotes her time and energies to 
shaping them (usually by plucking rather than 
clipping or shearing) and by keeping their in
teriors spic and span. 

Her propagation method is as down-to-earth 
as her daily care. To obtain propagating 
material she reaches into a plant to find a 
slender 6- to 8-inch sprig, and she pulls it from 
the stem so that a heel is attached. She then 
sets a number of these sprigs (using no hor
mone) in a deep trench close to her house on 
the north side and forgets them for one to two 
years. When at last she checks she finds lusty 
roots have broken the length of each sprig. 

Mrs. Hood told us the parent plants had 
come from Scott County, southernmost of the 
tier of four Missouri counties which border the 
Mississippi River and make up the "heart" of 
Missouri's boxwood country. (The counties are 
Ste. Genevieve, Perry, Cape Girardeau and 
Scott.) 

In 1985 we decided this handsome boxwood 
had passed its Midwestern hardiness test and 
that it should be named and registered. We 
wrote to ask Mrs. Hood her opinion and per
mission. In her reply she told us that the 
specific Scott County home of the boxwoods 
had been the cemetery which adjoins the St. 
Augustine Catholic Church in Kelso, some 20 
miles south of the city of Cape Girardeau. She 
wrote that her mother, Mary Ellen Dammen
mueller had regularly made cuttings from the 
cemetery plants. She sold the resulting small 
plants to a nursery in Cape Girardeau, making 
this stipulation: the nursery must dig and ball 
the plants, then replace the topsoil in her box
wood nursery. When Mrs. Hood made her 
generous gift to us, she followed her mother's 
example. Accordingly John Brown, a member 
of our Society, drove a truck loaded with top
soil to Flat River, dug and balled the plants 
Mrs. Hood designated, then filled in the holes. 

Mrs. Hood also recalled a custom from her 
childhood in Kelso. When a church member 
died sprigs from the boxwoods in the cemetery 

Photo: Mary A. Gamble 
The cemetery adjoining this 1878 church in 
Kelso, Missouri was the source of B.s. 'Hood'. 
No one knows when the boxwoods were planted 
there or their origin. 

were used to sprinkle holy water from a vase 
placed at the head of the casket during country 
wakes. Relatives, neighbors and friends watch
ing at the wake would shake water from the 
boxwood sprig over the body, then kneel on the 
rail and say their silent prayers for the 
departed and for the living members of the 
family of the deceased. This custom is gone 
now, as are the boxwoods from the cemetery. 
We were told that the boxwoods had simply 
outgrown their allotted space. 

Mrs. Hood credits her mother with her own 
love of boxwood. She was delighted that her 
boxwood was to be named, and asked only that 
her mother receive due credit for imparting to 
her an appreciation for and knowledge of box
wood. We believe it is appropriate that this 
beautiful and distinctive boxwood should bear 
the name 'Hood' with the full realization that it 
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represents two generations of discriminating 
and skilled gardeners. 

In 1986 in an effort to learn more about 
'Hood' we (Goodrich and Mary Gamble) made a 
trip to Kelso, a quiet, comfortable farming 
community with a population of 455. It was 
named for a Scotsman and was settled briefly 
by Kentucky pioneers who soon moved on. Its 
later, permanent settlers were in the main Ger
man. In 1978 when St. Augustine Church 

celebrated its centennial and published its 
history its "family tree" comprised 31 families 
who came from Germany, Alsace-Lorraine and 
Austro-Hungary. One name on the family tree 
is that of Dannenmueller. The first burial in the 
cemetery was on November 14, 1878. No one 
knows when the boxwoods were planted or 
their origin. The editor of the church history, 
Rita (Mrs. Paul) Diebold, told us they were 
removed around 1980. 

Boxwood as Bonsai 
William Bloom 

In 1966 I acquired my first boxwood from the 
plant counter at a supermarket-a one-year-old 
sempervirens rooted from a cutting. Having 
had a lifelong interest in bonsai I bought all the 
books on the subject I could find. The last 
twenty years have been much more enjoyable 
as a result of these two ventures. 

Now only 9 inches high by 12 inches wide the 
boxwood bonsai has a trunk about the size of 
your thumb at the base, tapering naturally up
ward with artistically gnarled limbs. A 
delightfully beautiful old tree in miniature. The 
rewards of having a lush green boxwood in
doors all winter are obvious. Having the same 
boxwood for 20 winters, and becoming more 
beautiful each year, is really beyond words. 

Here's how you do it. Place the plant 
preferably in an east window (a south or west 
exposure will do with some light shading). 
Temperature is more important: about 60° F 
at night and 75° during the day. Do not place 
the boxwood close to a heating register. 

The easiest way to fertilize is with liquid 
plant food. Read the directions on the label, 
and apply only half strength. Do not fertilize in 
November and December. Use regular potting 
soil mixed with one quarter perlite for good 
drainage and aeration. Repot every other year 
as new growth appears. Remove one-third soil 
and roots with sharp scissors. Trim all un
necessary top growth at this time to balance 
top and bottom growth. Keep new growth pin
ched back to 2-4 leaves all during the growing 
season. 

Place plant outdoors in the spring after all 
danger of frost is past. Pay attention to soil 
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moisture at this time and keep plant out of 
direct sunlight for 10-14 days. 

Many types of boxwood work well for bonsai. 
Buxus microphylla var. compacta (Kingsville 
Dwarf) is very charming for small-size bonsai, 
while Buxus sempervirens and Buxus japonica, 
2 inches and up, make good larger sizes. 

Required reading: "Bonsai for Indoors," 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden, Vol. 32, No.2. Also 
see what your library has on the subject. Cau
tion: Boxwood growing indoors may become 
habit forming. 

Photo: Dale T. Taylor 
This example of boxwood bonsai was displayed 
at the Philadelphia Flower Show, spring 1986. 



Maryland House & Garden Pilgrimage 
To Mark 50th Anniversary inApril 

In celebration of its fiftieth anniversary, the 
Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage will 
sponsor a symposium on Saturday, April 4 -
one week before the annual spring pilgrimage -
at Johns Hopkins University. The symposium 
will center around the newly restored 
Homewood House, home of Charles Carroll, son 
of the Signer. Registration for the symposium is 
by reservation. Much boxwood is to be seen at 
the early homes of Maryland. The counties on 
this year's pilgrimage are listed below; more 
than 80 sites are included. 

Saturday, April 11 
Sunday, April 12 

Saturday, April 25 
Sunday, April 26 
Wednesday, April 29 
Thursday, April 30 

PRINCE GEORGES COUNTY 
FEDERAL HILL AND 
FELL'S POINT
BALTIMORE CITY 
ANNE ARUNDEL COUNTY 
CALVERT COUNTY 
BALTIMORE COUNTY 
CARROLL COUNTY 

In Memory 

Albert N. Bottorff, Jr. 
Goshen, Kentucky 

Col. Thomas E. McCracken 
(Charter Member) 

Glen Allen, Virginia 

Friday, May 1 
Saturday, May 2 
Sunday, May 3 

HOWARD COUNTY 
KENT COUNTY 
TALBOT COUNTY 
(NO BUSES) 

For further information on the symposium or 
pilgrimage call or write: 

Maryland House & Garden Pilgrimage 
1105-A Providence Road 
Towson, MD 21204 
(301) 821-6933 

Minutes of the Fall Board Meeting 

October 15, 1986 

The ABS Board met in Fredericksburg at the 
home of President Decca (Mrs. Robert L.) 
Frackelton on Wednesday, October 15, 1986. 
All officers and directors were present with 
the exception of Director Betsy (Mrs. James 
M.) Sykes. Mr. and, Mrs. Scot Butler, editor 
and co-editor of The Boxwood Bulletin, attend
ed the meeting. 

The president called the meeting to order at 
10 a.m. The minutes of' the .spring board 
meeting, March 20, 1986, were approved as 
published in the July 1986 issue of The Box
wood Bulletin (Vol. 26, No.1, Pages 21-23.) 

The Treasurer reported a current checking 
account balance of $4,337.48 and savings of 
$14,326.45 in a certificate of deposit. Ear
marked contributions within savings included: 
Handbook $4,467.50; Memorial Garden 
$988.14; Research $449.50; Bulletin Index 

$515; and unspecified $2,080. Mrs. Ward said 
that a bill for $2,628.20 just received from the 
Thomas Printing Company for the 25-year in
dex to The Boxwood Bulletin was not reflected 
in her report. The Treasurer's report was ac
cepted. 

Unfinished Business 

The president reported that no Boxwood 
Bulletin editor had yet been found to replace 
the Butlers. She asked all members of the 
board to assist in locating someone immediate
ly. The Butlers have agreed to help a new 
editor put out the January and April 1987 
issues, but after that will be unable to devote 
any time to the Bulletin. 
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The president acknowledged with thanks the 
work of Cdr. Larson in drafting proposals 



relating to the constitution, the bylaws and the 
memorial garden. She said that the ABS is 
presently operating under the Articles of In
corporation and she is checking to see if there 
have been any changes of which she is not 
aware. She has been legally advised to keep the 
Articles as they are unless there is a special 
need to revise them. Bylaws, however, can be 
changed. She asked that all board members 
reply to Cdr. Larson's draft proposals before 
the board considers making any changes in 
them. 

Committee Reports 

Annual Meeting and Spring Garden Tour. 
Mrs. Holekamp distributed maps and 
brochures to indicate the range of possible ac
tivities that ABS members attending the 27th 
Annual Meeting/7th Garden Tour in St. Louis, 
May 8-10, 1987, might enjoy. She outlined a 
tentative agenda that the Boxwood Society of 
the Midwest (BSMW) had worked up, but 
sought the advice of board members on some 
details. She thought that as many as 50 to 80 
members of the BSMW might attend the 
meeting at the Missouri Botanical Garden. 
There is no limit on the number of persons who 
can attend over and above those who make 
reservations for the package plan. The tour on 
the day after the meeting will probably take in 
about five private gardens and will end at her 
home with a cocktail supper. Professor 
Beecher asked that information regarding the 
meeting/tour appear in the January issue of 
The Boxwood Bulletin so that members will 
have ample time to plan ahead. (See program 
and registration form beginning on Page 49.) 

Bulletin Committee. Mr. Butler reported 
that he had signed off on the October issue of 
The Boxwood Bulletin and it should be out the 
following week. He said that he had been 
holding the number of pages per issue to 24 in 
order to meet the budget guidelines establish
ed at the spring board meeting; he expects the 
total cost for the year to be about $6,300. Mr. 
Butler informed the board that the Thomases 
had sold their printing company, although it 
will continue under their name. The new owner 
has appointed a manager and his wife to take 
over the operations previously performed by 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas. Mr. Butler distributed 

copies of a job description of the editor of The 
Boxwood Bulletin that he had prepared at the 
request of the president. He said he hoped it 
would be of help to the board in its search for a 
new editor as well as being useful to the new 
editor. He recommended that in the future the 
Bulletin Committee should be headed by some
one other than the editor. There was a dis
cussion of the ways in which _the Bulletin 
Committee can assist the editor and relieve 
him of some of the onerous correspondence. 
The board again commended the Butlers on the 
superior job they have done over the past four 
years. 

Handbook. Professor Beecher reported that 
five board members have been sent all the 
materials of the handbook for reveiw. He ex
pressed hope that the review process can be 
wrapped up in the next few months. He 
acknowledged receipt of some pictures from 
Mr. Mahone of topiary boxwoods in the 
Williamsburg area for use in the handbook. Mr. 
Mahone said he regretted that the color photos 
had not yet arrived. 

Membership. Mrs. Ward announced that 42 
new members had joined the Society since the 
annual meeting in May. Mr. Mahone has re
quested an article on boxwood from a member 
in Maine. Mrs. Ward reported that a couple in 
Bogota, Colombia sent in news on boxwood in 
their garden. Membership as of September 1, 
1986 was 744. 

Memorial Garden. Cdr. Larson reported 
that there are now 87 plants in the garden. The 
following developments have occured since 
May, he said: 

Two additional plants-B.s. 'Memorial' 
and B.m. var. }aponica 'Nana'- have been 
added and B.s. 'Joy' has been moved to a more 
central location in the garden; 

A propagation program is under way 
with over 30 different cultivars ready for lining 
out at Blandy next spring; 

A regular column about boxwood is to be 
published in the Friends of Blandy Newsletter; 

General descriptions of 32 more Buxus 
cultivars will be added next spring to the self
guided tour of the memorial garden. 

Next spring Cdr. Larson hopes to plant six 
additional cultivars in the garden: B.s. 'Den-
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mark', B.s. 'Joe Gable', B.s. 'Latifolia 
Macrophylla', B.s. 'Nish', B.s. 'Pullman' and 
B.s. Arborescens tenuifolia.' Other projects 
during the coming year include building a 
stone wall at the back entrance to the garden, 
relocation of the entrance sign, continued cut
ting back of invasive plants and trees, and con
tinued pruning and cleaning of boxwood 
plants. To carry out planned maintenance of 
the garden $600 a year and 150 man-hours of 
volunteer labor will be required, Cdr. Larson 
estimated. Upon the motion of Mrs. Holekamp 
it was voted to allocate $350 at this time for 
garden maintenance. Mr. Mays offered to come 
with a helper in February to pluck the boxwood 
in the garden. A statement that Cdr. Larson 
had prepared on ABS Memorial Garden Policy 
and Procedure was approved after lively 
discussion and several changes were made. 
The approved statement is appended to these 
minutes. 

Nominations. The chairman of the 
Nominating Committee, Mr. Mahone, had 
nothing to report. 

Registration. Mr. Batdorf reported that he 
had registered three Buxus sempervirens 
cultivars, all from the Boxwood Society of the 
Midwest: 'Mary Gamble', 'Hood' and 
'Natchez'. Mr. Batdorf expressed great en
thusiasm for 'Natchez'. He then commented on 
his experience in compiling the 25-year index 
to The Boxwood Bulletin, with special 
reference to Part 2, Index of Buxus Species and 
Cultivars. With respect to the monograph he is 
writing on the genus Buxus Mr. Batdorf said 
that he has completed 125 pages and so far 
identified 126 species and varieties and 271 
cultivars. He requested that a fund be started 
by the Society to defray the cost of publishing 
the monograph when it is completed. It was 
moved, seconded and passed that a monograph 
fund, similar to the handbook fund, be 
established. 

Research. Mr. Gray reported on the status 
of ABS-sponsored boxwood research. (The ver
batim report is appended to these minutes.) He 
said that two papers are being prepared for 
publication in The Bulletin. He asked board 
members for names of sources of sick or declin
ing plants that could be used by Dr. Hendrix 
for experimentation as well as of plants that 

Dr. Hendrix could use for experiments with 
growth accelerators. 

Workshops. Professor Faiszt announced 
that a workshop had been scheduled for 
November 20 at the Cooperative Extension 
Services Auditorium in Lynchburg, Virginia. 
The registration fee is $5. Because of 
budgetary constraints notices· will be mailed 
only to the Richmond-Charlottesville
Southwest Virginia area. He said that he was 
working with the Friends of Blandy on a pro
jected workshop at Blandy Farm on either May 
28 or June 4, 1987. President Frackelton sug
gested that June 4 would be the better date. 
Professor Faiszt said he is having a problem 
finding guest speakers because there are no 
travel funds available for them. Board 
members suggested the names of some possi
ble voluntary speakers and also recommended 
that the registration fee be raised. Mr. Mahone 
reported that several women's groups had ask
ed him directly to give one-man workshops and 
he asked if the board had any objection. None 
was expressed. 

The meeting adjourned at 2:50 p.m. after 
those present thanked Mrs. Frackelton for 
hosting the meeting and serving a delectable 
luncheon. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Beverly C. Larson 

Secretary 

The American Boxwood Society 
Memorial Garden 

Statement of Policy and Procedures 

I. Purpose 
The purpose of the American Boxwood 

Society Memorial Garden is to establish a 
significant garden of high quality for the genus 
Buxus and its plant relatives at the University 
of Virginia's Orland E. White State Arbor
etum; to enhance research and teaching pro
grams; and to serve the public and nursery and 
landscape industries as a place of continuous 
learning and inspiration. 

II. Goals 
A. To develop, establish and maintain a 

complete permanent display collection of the 
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genus B1KKJUS and plant relatives that are har
dy within the Memorial Garden climatic zone 
and environmental constraints. 

B. To provide a facility for testing and 
evaluating species and cultivars for use as 
landscape plants and to determine suitability 
for growth in the permanent collection, with 
propagation and distribution to plant
oriented disciplines. 

C. To serve as an outdoor instructional 
laboratory for plant-oriented disciplines and 
a learning center for the enjoyment of the 
public. 

D. To record, maintain and disseminate 
comprehensive data relating to each plant 
maintained in the permanent collection. 

III. Ownership 
The plants within the permanent display 

Memorial Garden shall be a permanent part of 
the Orland E. White State Arboretum. 

IV. Finance 
A. The primary source of financial support 

by the American Boxwood Society for plan
ning, routine maintenance and upkeep will 
be annual membership dues. 

B. The primary source of financial support 
by the American Boxwood Society for new 
plant acquisition· and related costs shall be 
Memorial Garden unencumbered donations 
held in escrow by the Society's treasurer and 
specific bequests from individual or cor
porate donors. 

V. Responsibilities 
The ABS Chairman of the Memorial Garden 

shall be the primary responsible party in 
cooperating with the University of Virginia to 
fulfill the purpose and goals enumerated within 
this document. 

A. The Chairman shall report semi
annually to the Board of Directors on pro
gress made to. maintain and develop the 
Memorial Garden. Plans for the future and 
financial requests will include allocation of 
funds from both operating revenues and 
~scrowed donations necessary for the ensu
mg year. 

B. The Chairman shall annually update the 
chart and listing of all boxwood within the 
Garden. 

Research Committee Status Report 
Board Meeting, October 15, 1986 

1. Dr. James Hendrix, University of Ken
tucky. Research on the association between 
mycorrhizal fungi and boxwood root systems 
was initiated in May 1984. Several reports 
have been published in The Boxwood Bulletin. 
The greenhouse test, with healthy suffruticosa 
liners propagated at the University of Ken
tucky, continues with studies scheduled for the 
1987 growing season. For the study phase on 
declined plants, Dr. Hendrix will want some 
more soil/root samples in January 1987; I am 
to send him names and addresses of several 
sources where English boxwood decline has 
been identified. A new phase of the program 
will be a study of mycorrhizal fungi as growth 
accelerators for container production. Dr. 
Hendrix would like ABS recommendations on 
cultivars (and suggested sources) that may be 
more suitable than suffruticosa for this pur
pose. As potential locations for future boxwood 
demonstration collections, Dr. Hendrix sug
gested the new arboretum proposed at the 
University of Kentucky and the Birnheim 
Forest Arboretum at Bardstown, Kentucky. 

2. Dr. Tom Banko, VTORS, Virginia Beach. 
This field research program was initiated in 
March 1982. Two more papers for The Bulletin 
are in preparation: growth regulators; rooting 
techniques. Three tests on B. microphylla 
grown in container mixes are well underway. 
All include the usual amount of Osmacote fer
tilizer. Preliminary results are: with pine bark
sand mix-poor growth; with a mix of bark
sand-dolomitic limestone-fair to good growth; 
with a mix of 4 parts pine bark, 2 parts com
post/sewage sludge, 1 part sand-very good 
growth. The established field plantings are 
okay, but need rain; new container-grown 
cultivars are ready to set out, but are waiting 
for better soil-moisture conditions. VTORS has 
a separate demonstration garden including 
woody ornamentals; a boxwood demonstration 
garden probably would be welcomed. 

3. Dr. Wills & Ms. Melinda Gates, VPI & SUo 
A single study on biological control of 
Phytophthora infection in common box. Ms. 
Gates has completed all the laboratory and 
greenhouse research work. Thesis writing will 
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be completed during the next few weeks; this, 
or a synopsis thereof, will be provided for The 
Boxwood Bulletin. Ms. Gates succeeded in in
fecting test lots with Phytophthora, and a 
significant degree of control was achieved us
ing some of the biological antagonist combina
tions. 

4. Evaluation and demonstration of selected 
boxwood varieties and cultivars is proposed as 
a new ABS-sponsored research task. It is sug
gested that such a task be conducted in three 
phases: 1. select ten or so preferred types (this 
has been started by letter to five experts); 2. 
arrange for the propagation and production of 
a sufficient quantity of two-year old liners for 
each preferred type; 3. establish demonstra
tion plantings for evaluation at several willing 
and qualified establishments located in dif
ferent regions. 

Pictured below at the Board Meeting are, from 
left: (seated) Holekamp, B. Larson, J. Butler, 
Frackelton and Ward; (standing) P. Larson, 
Faiszt, S. Butler, Mahone, Batdorf, Flory, 
Gray, Ewert and Beecher. 
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Thomas E. McCracken 

It is with regret that we report the death on 
November 6, 1986 of Lieutenant Colonel 
Thomas Edward McCracken, U. S. Army 
(Ret.), of Tosalma Farm, Hanover County, 
Virginia. 

Col. McCracken was a charter member of the 
American Boxwood Society and contributed 
not only plants from his Tosalma Farm nursery 
to the Society's collection but also presented to 
the Society in 1973 the boxwood gavel which is 
used each year to call our annual meetings to 
order. The gavel was made by Col. 
McCracken's son, Gustavus, from a large box
wood bush that had blown down and broken 
during a hurricane. The handsome gavel was 
lathe-turned as a school project by the younger 
McCracken. 

We shall miss Col. McCracken's participa
tion in the work of the Society, and we extend 
to his wife, Emma, and the other members of 
his family our sincere sympathy. 

Photo: Robert L. Frackelton 



THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

INFORMATION 
Address: Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular (individual) membersQip dues of T~e 
American Boxwood Society are now $10.00. ThIS 
includes $8.00 for a subscription to The Boxwood 
Bulletin., 

The Boxwood Society membership year runs 
from May of one year through April of the follow
ing year. Dues are payable in advance . o~ each 
membership year. New members who Jom the 
Society at intervening times of the year are sent ~ll 
four issues of The Bulletin for that membershIp 
year and then, like other members, pay dues in ad
vance of the next membership year. 

Non-member subscriptions are for groups and in
stitutions such as botanic gardens, libraries, etc. 
Subscriptions are $10.00 per year, and run by the 
calendar year. 

At the present time all back issues of The Box
wood Bulletin are available except Vol. 22, No.1, 
July 1982 (photocopy can be suppl.ied, h?wever). 
Price per single copy of any and all Issues IS $2.50. 

The present classes of membership are: 

Category 

Individual 
Family 
Contributing 
Sustaining 
Life 
Patron 
Institutional 
Subscriber 

Annual Dues 

$ 10 
15 
25 
50 
250 
500 or more 

10 

Gift memberships are announced to the reci
pients by boxwood-decorated cards .which. state 
that four issues of The Boxwood Bullettn are mclud
ed in membership. 

Contributions are welcome for the Research 
Fund, the Boxwood Memorial Garden and the Box
wood Handbook. 

Members of the American Boxwood Society are 
reminded of the 1968 IRS decision that contribu
tions to and for the use of the Society are deductible 
by donors as provided in Section 170 of the Code. 

FOR YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 

If your letter is concerned with: 

Change of address 
Membership: new, renewal or gift 
Dues 
Donations to research programs or memorial 
gifts 
Ordering back issues of The Bulletin 
Ordering List of Registered Boxwoods 

Write to: 

Treasurer 
American Boxwood Society 

P. O. Box 85 
Boyce, VA 22620 

If your letter is concerned with: 

General Information about the Society 
Advice concerning boxwood problems or 
cultural information 
Boxwood cultivar selection 

Write to: 

American Boxwood Society 
P. O. Box 85 

Boyce, VA 22620 

Your request will be forwarded to a member of 
the Board or another appropriate member who can 
provide the help you have requested. 

You are also welcome to write directly to the 
President of the American Boxwood Society: 

Mr. Richard D. Mahone 
P. O. Box 751 

Williamsburg, VA 23185 

If you have contributions for The Boxwood 
Bulletin - articles, news, notes,. photographs, sug
gestions or anything of probable interest to box
wood people - it saves time to direct them to the 
Editor: 

Mr. Scot Butler, Editor 
The Boxwood Bulletin 

P. O. Box 190 
Bluemont, VA 22012 



BOXWOOD-

A heritage from Yesterday 
A privilege for Today 
A bequest for Tomorrow 
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