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1990 Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage 
Boxwood Featured in Tours April 21-May 6 
Sarah Henderson 

Boxwood thrives in Maryland and is 
such a satisfactory shrub it has been 
used for years throughout the entire 
State as an important pan of all kind of 
landscaping. This year the Maryland 
House and Garden Pilgrimage provides 
an opportunity to see boxwood as it is 
used in a variety of gardens in Caroline, 
Queen Anne's and Talbot Counties on 
the Eastern Shore, and in Calvert and 
Anne Arundel Counties on the Western 
Shore, and in My Lady's Manor, an 
area northeast of Baltimore which 
includes parts of Baltimore and Harford 
Counties. 

The first Eastern Shore tour, set for 
Saturday, April 21, will be Caroline 
County's first tour ever. Caroline 
County, named for Caroline Eden, the 
sister of the last Lord Baltimore and the 
wife of the last colonial governor of 
Maryland, was created in 1779 from 
inland portions of Queen Anne's and 
Dorchester Counties. At the end of the 
eighteenth century a number of small 
towns were founded, and in recent years 
a good deal of restoration has been 
undertaken in Hillsboro, Denton, 
Williston, and Federalsburg. Boxwood 
can be seen in many of the gardens on 
this tour. In Denton, a primary school 
built in 1883 and now the home of The 
Women's Club of Denton, has a 
charming garden with boxwood as one 
of its design elements. The boxwood 
around Homeland, in Federalsburg, 
nicely sets off this interesting house 
built between 1820 and 1840. San
dyhill, on the main street of Federals
burg, was built about 1791 and is one of 
the oldest houses in the town. Box
wood is used attractively along the 
street side of this house, while behind 
the house in a fairly small area over
looking the Marshyhope River our 
shrub creates the basic structure of a 
charming garden 

There is probably more boxwood in 
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DUES REMINDER 

Dues for individual, family, 
contributing, and sustaining mem
bers for the year May 1990 
through April 1991 are now 
payable. 

Prompt payment saves the 
Society time and expense. Please 
use the enclosed envelope. 

Note also that a renewal 
envelope is included in this issue, 
even for Life Members, Patrons 
and pre-paid members. In add
ition to renewal, it may be used to 
make a tax-deductible contribu
tion to one of the Society'S special 
funds or to order a gift member
ship. 

Queen Anne's and Talbot Counties than 
in all the rest of Maryland's Eastern 
Shore put together. Both ofthese 
counties were settled by the English in 

the late 17th and early 18th centuries, 
and these early settlers naturally 
brought with them the landscape 
practices in vogue in England at that 
time. Old records show that boxwood 
was imported from England by 
Maryland and Virginia colonists who 
then used it in gardens based on 
English designs. 

Queen Anne's County, on tour 
Sunday, April 22, was established in 
1706 and named for the English queen 
who ruled from 1702-1714 and gave 
her name to a new style of architecture. 
At Wright's Chance and Tucker House 
in Centerville, small gardens containing 
boxwood can be seen. The Aspen 
Institute's Manor House was built in 
1972 on the precise location of the 
original 18th century farmhouse called 
Old Wye. The terraced gardens to the 
south of this house were laid out in the 
late 1780s by the English architect, 
Luke O'Dio. Three great parterres 
outlined by old English boxwood, two 

Homeland, in Federalsburg, Caroline County, is owned by Mr. and Mrs. J. 
Harvey Williamson. (Photo: Sarah Henderson) 
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Aspen Institute Manor House, Queen Anne's County (Photo: Sarah Henderson) 

Court House Square in Centerville, Queen Anne's County (Photo: Sarah 
Henderson) 
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small terrace gardens surrounded by 
clipped boxwood, and a grand allee of 
twenty foot high American boxwood 
make this garden a celebration of 
boxwood! Wye Hall Manor, a replica 
of a house built in 1780, is surrounded 
by many old boxwood and linden trees. 
In Centerville the square in front of the 
courthouse, one of the oldest still in use 
in Maryland, contains a great deal of 
ancient boxwood as well as a handsome 
statue of Queen Anne dedicated in June 
1977 by Princess Anne of England. 

The Talbot County tour is set for 
Saturday, May 5. In Easton the 
boxwood enthusiast may see a lovely 
Federal style garden maintained on the 
premises of the Talbot County Histori
cal Society. The approach to Wye 
Heights is not unlike the drive through 
Great Windsor Park in England. 
Boxwood, as well as unique species of 
climbing roses, a wisteria vine dating 
back to the garden's origin, and 
magnificent old trees place these 
gardens among the most important 
historical landscapes in the state. 
Lombardy, part of which dates back to 
the late 18th century, Mount Misery 
built in 1804, and Ashby built in 1858 as 
a summer house, all have gardens 
where boxwood can be enjoyed. 

On Saturday, Apri128, Calvert 
County, a tidewater county on 
Maryland's eastern shore, will open its 
doors to Maryland House and Garden 
pilgrims. In the early 17th century the 
English, Welsh and Scots settled this 
area, and, after several name changes 
resulting from the change of politics in 
England from Charles I to Cromwell to 
Charles II, the county was finally 
established in 1654 as Calvert County in 
honor of the family name of Lord 
Baltimore. 

Tobacco provided the farmers in 
this area with an important export crop, 
and with the proceeds they built very 
handsome houses and gardens. 
Maidstone, built sometime after 1745, 
has boxwood gardens designed and 
planted by the present owner. Hunting
fields, a unique and architecturally very 
interesting 18th century house has a 
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Ashby in Talbot County (Photo : Sarah Henderson) 

lovely garden featuring 30-year-old 
boxwood. These gardens are under the 
care of Dean Norton, horticulturist for 
Mt. Vernon. 

Anne Arundel County's tour 
scheduled on Sunday April 29, is 
located in the northern part of the 
county. Included on this tour are those 
gems of Georgian Annapolis, the Paca 
House, the Brice House, the Hammond
Harwood House, and the Chase-Lloyd 
House. In the restored Paca gardens, 
boxwood and flowering plants known 
to 18th century gardeners once again 
create "William Paca's pleasure 
garden." The garden behind the 
Hammond-Harwood House features 
boxwood as well as herbs and annuals. 
Outside of Annapolis, a house appropri
ately called Boxwood, has an interest
ing past. During prohibition a boxwood 

April 1990 

nursery was located here and boxwood 
plants were shipped as a cover for 
distilled spirits. A long boxwood hedge 
and a few large boxwood plants remain 
from this colorful era. 

My Lady's Manor tour is planned 
for Friday, May 5. In 1713 Charles 
Calvert, later third Lord Baltimore, 
gave to his fourth wife, Margaret 
Charlton, his vast holding in this area 
with the stipulation that it be known 
forever as My Lady's Manor. 

Today, in this fox hunting country, 
boxwood can be found around many of 
the lovely old houses and in the well 
kept gardens. Some of the boxwood at 
Fancy Hill Farm was moved there from 
the gardens of Mondawmin, the 
parental home of one of the owners. 
Hope Farm has walled gardens and old 
boxwood. Willow Oaks, surrounded by 

pastures and hay fields, amidst a grove 
of tall trees and old boxwood. 

Over the years boxwood has proved 
that those early colonial gardeners knew 
what they were about. Because of its 
unique beauty and ability to flourish 
under all kinds of conditions, it has been 
appreciated in Maryland for 300 years 
and continues to be a favorite of garden 
designers. 

Join the Maryland House and 
Garden tour to see boxwood at work. 

Tour books withfuli information are 
available. For a pre-LOur copy, send 
your name, address, and $1.00 to 
Maryland House and Garden 
Pilgrimage , l105-A Providence Road, 
Towson, Md. 21204. (Send $2 .00 after 
Aprill or iffirst class delivery is 
desired.) 
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Boxwood Adds Interest to Virginia Landscapes 
Charlotte Taylor Massie 

When Virginia soil was found to be 
agreeable with boxwood, it became a 
favorite shrub with early Virginia gard
eners and has never lost its popularity. 

Proof of the extensive use of 
boxwood in Colonial days are the 
terraced gardens at Berkeley Plantation; 
walled boxwood garden at Westover 
Plantation; huge boxwood at Brandon 
Plantation; boxwood hedges defining 
the garden areas on the two terraces of 
the Morven garden in Albemarle 
County; the topiary art, characterized 
by trimming boxwood into decorative 
shapes, at Montpelier in Orange 
County; the magnificent boxwood allee, 
nearly 250 feet long and 12 feet in 
height, at Gunston Hall. 

The restored gardens in Colonial 
Williamsburg are glowing examples of 
the many uses of boxwood. Hedges 
outline gardens, give an atmosphere of 
grace and charm to meandering paths, 
and boxwood bordering beds enhance 
the color of the flowers. 

The gardens on the Friendly 
Gardens Tour in Charlottesville are 
designed and maintained primarily by 
the owners. Carefully planned to take 
full advantage of the site and space, the 
problems of the terrain and exposure in 
these small intimate gardens have been 
solved in distinctive ways. Outstanding 
is the elevated rear terrace with large 
topiaries overlooking a circular fish 
pool surrounded by "English" boxwood 
at 1314 Rugby Road. 

Enormous boxwood provide a 
fitting backdrop for beds of perennials 
and annuals at White Hall in Gloucester 
County. English boxwood plays a 
prominent part in the beautiful design 
of the enclosed garden at Mount 
Pleasant on the Eastern Shore of Vir
ginia. English boxwood enhance the 
front of the Leath House in Emporia. 

Mary Washington's boxwood still 
flourishes in her garden at the Mary 
Washington House in Fredericksburg. 
George Washington's love of box wood 
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Morven. in Albemarle County. is owned by Mr. and Mrs. John W. Kluge. (Photo: 
Flournor. Virginia Chamber o/Commerce) 

The garden o/Gunston Hall Plantation . home o/George Mason. was restored by 
the Garden Club o/Virginia (Photo: Charlotte Taylor Massie) 
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Whitehall . in Gloucester. is the home of 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles A . Banks III 
(Photo : Garden Club of Virginia) 

may have been inherited from his 
mother. Its widespread use in Virginia 
gardens has been attributed to him as it 
is said that he encouraged visitors to his 
Mount Vernon estate to take home 
cuttings to begin their own hedges and 
edging. 

Years ago an elderly gardener told 
me that she had rooted all the many 
boxwood surrounding her large lawn 
from cuttings. She would take cutting 
from a mature shrub early in the fall 
and plant it behind an old and large 
boxwood which would cast a little 
shade and serve as a natural windbreak. 
A glass jar was placed over the cutting 
and left all winter and spring. When it 
had rooted she would dig it up carefully 
and plant it in its permanent place. As 
an inexpensive means of keeping her 
boxwood strong and healthy, she 
allowed a New York florist to visit her 
farm every two or three years in the late 
fall and trim her boxwood to use to 
decorate public buildings in New York 
City at Christmas time. 

Visitors to Historic Garden Week in 
Virginia April 21 through April 29 will 
seldom find a Virginia garden that does 
not include this queen of all shrubs. 

Mrs . Massie is the Editor of the 
Historic Garden Week Guidebook and 
Director of Publicity for the Garden 
Club of Virginia. 
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Buxus sempervirens . Suffruticosa' dating from 1908 sorrounds a fish pool at 
1314 Rugby Road, the residence of Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Sherman (Photo : Garden 
Club of Virginia) 

Mount Pleasant follows the Eastern Shore style of architecture of the 1700s and 
features a charming formal garden. Owners are Mr. and Mrs. Lucius J . Kellam. 
(Photo: Garden Club of Virginia) 
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The Boxwoods 
Decca Frackelton 

What can surpass the chann of an 
old boxwood garden that has been 
lovingly cared for over the years? 

We are fortunate that the daughter, 
who played inside some of the giant 
boxwoods and survived knocking out 
wasp nests in the hedges, alerted us to 
the place and gave us infonnation on its 
history. 

The present owner, Mrs. Edgar 
Vaughn Penn, was most gracious in 
allowing us to photograph the gardens 
in December 1987. Upon a return visit 
in October 1989, though Mrs. Penn was 
recuperating in the hospital, we found 
two faithful helpers mowing the 
grounds after they'd completed a day's 
work elsewhere. Mrs. Penn or the 
place, or both, inspires such loyalty not 
often found these days. 

The house was built by Randolph 
Duke Scales who founded the town of 
Madison, North Carolina, in 1818. 

Records indicate the house was built 
prior to 1815, but the exact date is not 
known. According to a newspaper 
article (c. 1968) much of the brick used 
in the house was made on the planta
tion. The remnants of the old brickyard 
no longer exist. 

An article by William P. Corley (c. 
1949) showed a photograph of a section 
of the boxwood hedges when 101 years 
old. He stated they were planted in 
1848 by Mrs. John D. Watkins from 
slips and cuttings brought from her 
home near Leatherwood, Virginia. 
They were grown in the present (1949) 
vegetable garden, then transplanted to 
circles, semi-circles and squares, 
fonning the outlines of the gardens. 

In 1875, "Rural Retreat" as the 
place was nrst named, was purchased 
by Joseph M. Vaughn. His wife, an 
enthusiastic horsewoman, had large 
sections of the boxwood garden walls 

At The Boxwoods. renewed growth is 
seen from the base ofa large boxwood 
trunk after severe pruning (1989 photo: 
Decca Frackelton) 

removed to pennit her horses to move 
through the gardens. 

In 1987 tall boxwoods flanked a walkway to the house. 
(Photo: Decca Frackelton) 

Boxwoods are in good health after 1988 pruning (Photo: 
Mrs. Hanes Byerly) 
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At The Boxwoods. the entrance to one of several garden" rooms" is walled with boxwood. (Photo: Robert L . Frackelton) 

According to a news article, the 
Penn family changed the name of the 
place to 'The Boxwoods" in 1925, 
during the celebration of the 150th 
birthday of Madison, North Carolina. 
Considering the several hundred mature 
boxwood plants, this was indeed appro
priate. 

Country Life magazine, March 
1932, stated that Mrs. Watkins, who 
designed the gardens, had died three 
years before at the age of 100 years. 
They pictured the well-maintained 
hedge of Buxus sempervirens, trimmed 
wider at the base so as to allow vigor
ous growth from the bottom up. This 
hedge had reached to the height of the 
second story of the house, but left the 
brick walkway to the porch, the lattice 
framing wide steps and the balustrade 
above the porch open to view. 

An insert photo of a specimen plant 
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Early photo of mature dwarf boxwood and treebox hedges (Photo : Mrs. Hanes 
Byerly) 
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in the garden described it as 14' high 
and 16' in diameter. 

Described in Carolina Gardens by 
E. T. H. Shaffer, 1939 edition, it was 
noted that the vegetable gardens were 
laid out in squares, bordered by dwarf 
boxwood. A photograph shows poles 
with vegetables growing above the 
boxwood and a tall shrub in the center 
of the maze. All of this against a 
background of tree boxwood. A 
gigantic boxwood shading the old well 
was measured at 24 feet 

The gardens were on tour for the 
Third Annual Garden Tour, North 
Carolina Garden Pilgrimage, March 27-
April 25, 1940. A 1942 calendar Gigantic boxwood,flowering trees and shrubs (1971 photo: Mrs. Hanes Byerly) 
featured The Boxwoods for September, 
showing the hedge leading to the porch 
and in the foreground a restful setting 
of tables and chairs shaded by a large 
old tree flanking one side of the walk 
and even taller boxwood plants on the 
opposite side. 

A 1940s article by J. W. Cannon 
(Daily News) featured the Vaughn son
in-law, at that time owner, Harry 
Jefferson Penn, age 69. After listing 
the mellowing 130-year-old house, 
corridors fonned by hundreds of 
boxwood plants, acres of vegetable 
gardens devoid of weeds, cows ranging 
over green pastures, a smokehouse 
filled with hams, 100 acres of bottom 
land, the correspondent asked Mr. Penn A long hedge ofBuxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' (Photo: Decca Frackelton) 
of what he was most proud. He 
expressed the pride and happiness of a 
family man with: "I'm glad I've been a 
good father." 

Early in 1988, Mrs. Penn had the 
courage to have the boxwood hedge 
leading to the house drastically pruned 
because of winter damage over the past 
few years. Now one can see more of 
the house and the plants will have a 
chance to renew themselves. 

Mrs. Frackelton is a long-time 
boxwood hobbyist and is President of 
The American Boxwood Society. Infor
mation in this article is through the 
courtesy Mrs. Edgar Vaughn Penn and 
her daughter, Mrs. Hanes Byerly. A boxwood maze and grapevine-covered trellis (Photo: Robert L. Frackelton) 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Buxus microphylla 'Compacta' 

Phi Beta Kappa Hall at the College 
of William and Mary burned in 1953. 
That in itself was an event to remem
ber. For me, it was also the beginning 
of a long attachment for Buxus micro
phylla 'Compacta'. As flames grew 
higher that cold night, spectators moved 
away from the heat, stepping back onto 
a row of 'Compacta' plants which had 
been planted by Dr. John T. Baldwin, 
Jr., Professor of Botany at the College. 
Broken branches were taken home -
small cuttings made and placed near a 
hemlock tree. In due time, they rooted, 
became a dozen small mounds, later 
becoming parents of many offspring. 

Five of the offsprings surround a 
plaque, given by the Williamsburg 

Council of Garden Clubs in memory of 
Dr. Baldwin, who died in 1974. Also, a 
teakwood bench was given in memory 
by the friends of Dr. Bernice M. 
Speese, former International Registra
tion Authority for Cultivated Buxus. 
The bench, used by visitors and resi
dents, is shaded by a 40-foot pistache 
tree which in fall gives a warm glow to 
the boxwood plantings in the Triangle 
at the comer of Richmond Road and 
Boundary Street in Williamsburg. 

A postscript: 

Still on the subject of boxwood
Five or six 'Compactas' were planted 
by our house in what turned out to be 
poorly drained soil. Wet "feet" for 

Several Buxus microphylla 'Compacta' in the Armstrong garden, May 1988 
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plants and careless feet of painters left 
only two plants. The one which 
showed the most promise as a bonsai 
was root pruned, branches shaped and 
placed in a very unconventional con
tainer (a cracked plastic bowl) in which 
it has continued to grow for over three 
years. 

MarthaB. Armstrong 
512 Newport Avenue 
Williamsburg, Va 23185 

[Note: Mrs. Armstrong. an enthusiastic 
gardener. has many interesting Buxus 
cultivars. Some were brought to her/or 
care by the late Dr. Baldwin. Those on 
the Smithfield-Williamsburg Tour had 
the pleasure o/visiting her garden.] 
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A potted Buxus microphylla 'Compacta' (Photo: Martha 
Armstrong) 

A bonsai Buxus microphylla 'Compacta' owned by Daniel 
W. Woodward 

Additional Notes on Buxus microphylla 'Compacta' 

Sometimes called Kingsville Dwarf 
Boxwood, 'Compacta' was introduced 
by the late Mr. Henry 1. Hohman of 
Kingsville Nurseries, Md. 

Kingsville Nurseries catalog: "rare 
and extremely dwarf being densely 
crowded with short twiggy branches .... 
Tiny leaves of rich green makes the 
plant a perfect solid mound. The box 
has been tested for hardiness as far 
north as Canada, in the New England 
States, and in southern states, proving it 
will take cold and heat." 

An undated catalog from the 1950s 
offered "Plants ranging in age from 7-8 
years to 23 years, 6 to 7" wide, 4 to 6" 
high, $2.00. Plants 16 to 20" wide, 11 
to 12" high, $18.50." 

In The Boxwood Bulletin, Vol. 2, 
No.4, p. 43, April 1963, an article by 
the late J. T. Baldwin, Jr. of the College 
of William & Mary stated that Mr. Sam 

70 

Appleby grew seedlings near Balti
more, Md. One of the most interesting 
was 'Compacta' - originated 1912. 
Upon Mr. Appleby's death, this and 
other seedlings were purchased by Mr. 
Henry 1. Hohman. Dr. Donald Wyman 
suggested the name 'Compacta' and 
also Kingsville Dwarf Boxwood (the 
name sometimes found in the trade). 
... Rehder described it in 1937 as a "very 
compact, depressed, globose shrub, 
broader than high, 3/8-3/4" yearly 
growth. Original plant at 25 years 10" 
high by 19" wide. 

J. T. Baldwin listed three faults: 
needs shade, brittle, and continuously 
throws sports. (,Curly Locks' is one of 
the sports and 'Green Pillow' is a sister 
seedling of 'Compacta'.) 

In The Boxwood Bulletin, Vol. 5, 
No. I, p. 7, July 1965, Hohman is 
quoted from The Gardener's Forum, 

AHS, Vol. 6, No.2, March 1963: 
'Compacta' is not easy to propagate. 
He suggested cuttings be taken in Jan. 
and Feb., inserted in trays of 50/50 sand 
and peat moss placed on greenhouse 
benches with bottom heat and shaded 
until rooted. Cut with small heel left at 
base; make two upright, opposite cuts 
1/4" above base; and.insert in soil, 
similar to the process for layering. 
Result 100 percent rooting. 

Plants and Gardens Handbook, 
Autumn 1976, Vol. 32, No.3, (of the 
Brooklyn Botanic Gardens). Bonsai for 
Indoors, an article "Kingsville Dwarf 
Box and Serissa" by Albert J. Lake 
shows photos of two 'Compacta' 
bonsai. One is 17" high after many 
years, and the other, a fifty-year-old 
specimen, is only 20" tall. 

Decca Frackelton 

April 1990 



1990 Maryland House 
and Garden Pilgrimage 
Schedule 

Saturday, April 21: Caroline County 
Sunday, April 22: Queen Anne's 

County 
Saturday, April 28: Calvert County 
Sunday, April 29: Anne Arundel 

County 
Friday, May 4: My Lady's Manor, 

Baltimore and Harford Counties 
Saturday, May 5: Talbot County 
Sunday, May 6: Mount Washington, 

Baltimore City 

For further information contact Mary
land House and Garden Pilgrimage, 
1105A Providence Rd., Baltimore, Md. 
21204, phone (301) 821-6933. 

Historic Garden Week 
in Virginia April 21-29, 
1990 
For Further information contact 
Historic Garden Week Headquarters, 12 
East Franklin Street, Richmond, 
Virginia 23219, phone (804) 644-7776, 
643-7141. 

Boxwood Buyer's 
Guide 

The third edition of this popular 
publication will be released shortly. 
Orders are being accepted and the 
Guide will be mailed as soon as 
available. Send $8.00, payable to The 
American Boxwood Society, Box 85, 
Boyce, Virginia 22620. 
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30th Annual Meeting of the ABS May 15-16 

ABS Annual Meeting 
Blandy Experimental Farm of the 

University of Virginia 

PROGRAM 

Tuesday, May 15 
8:00 p.m. Lecture and reception 

[subject to be announced] 
Wednesday, May 16 

9:00 a.m. Registration. (If you 
pre-register, please pick up 
your name tag at the registra
tion table) 

9:30 a.m. Guided Tour of the 
Memorial Garden 

10:00 a.m. Coffee, Dining Room 
11:00 a.m. Annual business 

meeting, Library 
12:00 Noon. Lunch (by reservation 

or bring your own) 
1:00 p.m. Educational program: 

"Experiences with English 
Boxwoods" - Dr. Stephen 
Southall, ABS Director and 
co-owner of English Box
woods of Virginia, will speak 
on the care, maintenance and 
propagation of Buxus 
sempervirens 'Suffruticosa'. 

2:00 p.m. Fourth Annual Auction 
ofnamedBuxus cultivars
John W. Boyd, Jr and Dale T. 
Taylor 

REGISTRATION 

A $5.00 registration fee will be 
charged to help defray the cost of re
freshments and other meeting expenses. 

LUNCH 

You may reserve lunch ($6.50) in ad
vance or bring your own. Those wish
ing to reserve lunch, please send your 
check payable to The American Box
wood Society, in the amount of $11.50 
(lunch and registration) to Mrs. Robert 

L. FrackeIton, 1714 Greenway Drive, 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401. Please use 
enclosed copy of the Annual Meeting 
Pre-Registration Form provided, or a 
facsimile. All lunch reservations must 
be received by Friday, May 4,1990. 

AUCTION 

Our tearn of Auctioneer Boyd and 
Tabulator Taylor have been promised 
the following plants for the auction: 
Buxus microphyl/a 'Creepy' ,'Jim's 
Spreader', 'Liberty', 'Morris Midget', 
'Winter Gem'; Buxus sempervirens 
'Cliffside', 'Dee Runk', 'Denmark', 
'Edgar Anderson', 'Flora Place', 'Joe 
Gable', 'Krossi Livonia', 'Myosotidifo
lia', 'Northland', 'Ponteyi'; Buxus 
sinica var. insularis 'Justin Brouwers', 
'Nana', 'Winter Beauty'; Buxus X 
'Green Mound', 'Green Velvet'. Also, 
larger Buxus sempervirens 'Vardar 
Valley', 'Belleville'; B uxus micro
phyl/a 'John Baldwin'; andBuxus 
sinica var. insularis 'Wintergreen'. 

Anyone else with named cultivars 
for this sale, please notify Mr. Dale T. 
Taylor, 105 S. Princeton Avenue, 
Wenonah, NJ 08090, what you will 
have so that he may prepare the list 
ahead. 

We would like to thank Cdr. P. D. 
Larson, Chairman of the ABS Memo
rial Garden, for his generous donations 
to the Auction. 

DIRECTIONS 

Blandy Farm is on Route 50 near 
Boyce, Va. Driving west on Route 50, 
the entrance is on your left about four 
miles beyond the Shenandoah River 
bridge. 

Driving east from Winchester and 
1-81, the entrance is on the right about 
1.5 miles beyond the junction with 
Route 340. 

The entrance is marked from both 
directions by a highway sign: "Virginia 
State Arboretum." 

71 



Robert L. Frackelton 
A truly great friend and benefactor 

of the American Boxwood Society 
passed away December 29, 1989. Mr. 
Frackelton, a native of Poughkeepsie, 
New York, was a veteran ofW6rld War 
II and received his college degree from 
the University of Virginia in 1946. In 
the same year, he founded the Frackel
ton Block Company in Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. A lover of sports activities, 
he was an avid golfer for more than 
fifty years. He was a master of the Inlet 
(New York) Golf Course, where he 
spent his summers with his family on 
Seventh Lake in the Adirondacks. 

He was an ardent supporter of The 
American Boxwood Society for more 
than twenty years. His contributions 
were many, most notedly, his numerous 
fine photographs in The Boxwood 
Bulletin. and his devoted help to his 
wife in recent years with many projects 
of our Society. We all remember his 
great help and assistance on the various 
boxwood tours. 

Robert was always available and 
helped solve the emergency problems 
that arose. He sacrificed much of his 
time and effort so others could continue 
to enjoy the tours when emergencies 
occurred. We appreciate his unselfish 
generosity in using his personal 
computer for setting up membership 
data, various lists and labels for The 
Boxwood Bulletin and assisting the 
President with many of the administra
tive operations of our Society. You 
will not see him in many issues of The 
Boxwood Bulletin because he was 
always taking, candid shots of the par
ticipants, specimen plants and overall 
landscape and garden shots. 

He had his own photography lab, 
where he developed and printed all the 
photos we enjoyed so much. 

He was a devoted husband to our 
President and a generous and dedicated 
father to their children and seven 
grandchildren. Our deepest sympathy 
is with his family and we are thankful 
for all his many contributions to The 
American Boxwood Society. 
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H. Thomas Hallowell, Jr. Can you help us ? 
A boxwood enthusiast died August 

7, 1989, at his home in Rydal, Pennsyl
vania, after a long illness. 

Tom Hallowell was a Director of the 
ABS in the 1970s and was the leader 
and inspiration in suggesting publica
tion of a boxwood handbook, and 
making the first and very generous 
donation to our ABS Handbook Fund. 

He was recognized widely for his 
contributions to his community, several 
educational institutions, and many 
personal interest projects. An inventor, 
industrialist, and philanthropist, Tom 
was president and chairman of S.P.S. 
Technologies based in Jenkintown, 
Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Hallowell graduated from 
Swarthmore College in 1929, and 
believed in working hard, doing things 
thoroughly, and paying heed to the fine 
points of all projects. 

One of those projects was his 
elaborate and functional boxwood maZe 
at his home, Deerfield. In 1947, he 
planted 3,500 Buxus sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa' in half-scale replica of 
the famous maze at Hampton Court in 
England. 

Also, he planted thousands of 
azaleas in transforming a forty-acre 
barren field into a garden paradise. 
Tom welcomed our members to visit his 
gardens on our first Boxwood Tour. 

His hobbies of traveling and photog
raphy worked well together. Many of 
his photos,have been used in numerous 
magazines and he said, "Place, equip- . 
ment, hard work, and luck help ensure 
good pictures." , 

[Note: The appreciations above and to 
the left were written by Richard D. 
Mahone,former President of The 
American Boxwood Society.] 

We are continuing to make progress 
in enlarging our collection. We are 
now seeking 5-10 cuttings, or 3-4 
rooted cuttings, or several 2- to 4-year
old boxwood of the plants listed below. 
Ship Parcel Post or UPS to Arboretum 
Superintendent, Blandy Experimental 
Farm, Boyce, Virginia 22620. 

B. balearica 'Marginata' 
B. bodinieri 
B. hildebrandtii 
B. microphylla 'Fiorii' 
B. microphylla 'Green Sofa' 
B. microphylla /Kingsville 2/ 
B. microphylla /Kingsville 4/ 
B. microphylla /Kingsville 58/ 
B. microphylla /Kingsville HNS/ 
B. microphylla 'Morrison Garden' 
B. microphylla tRies Selection/ 
B. microphylla 'Wiertz' 
B. microphylla var. intermedia 
B. microphylla var. riparia 
B. sempervirens 'Balkan' 
B. sempervirens 'Boss' 
B. sempervirens 'Bowles Blue' 
B. sempervirens 'Broman' 
B. sempervirens 'California' 
B. sempervirens 'Caucasia' 
B. sempervirens 'Christiansen' 
B. sempervirens 'Conica' 
B. sempervirens 'Crispa' 
B. sempervirens 'Croni' 
B. sempervirens 'Cucullata' 
B. sempervirens 'Elegans' 
B. sempervirens 'Fairview' 
B. sempervirens 'Falkner' 
B. sempervirens 'Fiesta' 
B. sempervirens 'Globosa' 
B. sempervirens 'Golden Frimley' 
B. sempervirens 'Grand Rapids' 
B. sempervirens 'Gray Summit' 
B. sempervirens 'Hamilton' 
B. sempervirens 'Hardy Michigan' 
B. sempervirens 'Harmony Grove' 
B. sempervirens 'Hillsboro' 
B. sempervirens 'Hirsholmi' 
B. sempervirens 'Jensen' 
B. sempervirens 'Kirkham' 
B. sempervirens 'Lynnhaven' 
B. sempervirens 'Maplewood' 
B. sempervirens 'Marginata' 
B. sempervirens 'Ohio' 
B. sempervirens 'Serbian Blue' 
B.sempervirens'Skyward' 
B. sempervirens 'Variegata' 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Arnold 

Arboretum " 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Danville' 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Staygreen' 
All numeric K-series 

April 1990 



American Boxwood Society Memorial Garden 
Inventory 

The Boxwood Memorial Garden, a 
project begun by The American 
Boxwood Society in the Orland E. 
White Arboretum of Virginia, with the 
continuing overview and assistance of 
the Blandy Director and staff, currently 
displays six species of ornamental 
boxwood and many of their associated 
cultivars. (See the plant list on page 
75.) Additional cultivars are added as 
plants become available. 

Leading authorities indicate that 
throughout the world some 100 species 
and in excess of 200 cultivars may 
exist. About ten species and 150 
cultivars are being grown in North 
America 

The purpose of the garden is to 
establish and display an extensive 
collection of plants in the genus Buxus 
and its relatives. The garden also 
serves to enhance research and teaching 

MOST COMMON LEAF SHAPES 

programs, and to provide the public 
and the nursery and landscape trades 
with a place of continuous learning 
and inspiration. The boxwoods in the 
garden are of known age and are 
displayed in their natural form. 
Current plans call for an expansion 
and renovation of the garden to allow 
for additional display areas and to 
enhance the aesthetic qualities of the 
collection. 

Elliptic Lanceolate Oblanceolate Ovate Obovate Rotund 

April 1990 

MOST COMMON LEAF TIPS AND BASE 

ruLDw 
Acute 

Bullate: 
Distorted: 
Glabrous: 
Glaucous: 
Matte: 
Revolute: 
Variegated: 

Obtuse Retuse Cuneate Base 

OTHER DESCRIPTIVE LEAF CHARACTERS 

The surface is puckered or blistered 
The shape is somewhat twisted or incomplete 
The surface is smooth amI not hairy--the most common condition 
The surface is smooth and quite shiny 
The surface is quite dull 
The surface is rolled backward at the tip or margin 
Bi-colored with shades of green and white, silver or gold 
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Leaf shape within the genus Buxus 
varies quite widely. The flower for 
each species it is relatively distinct. To 
identify the many existing cultivars a 
different set of standards must be used. 
Leaf shape across cultivars of the same 
species is widely variable and many 
cultivars characteristically exhibit more 
than one leaf shape and size on an 
individual plant, but one size and shape 
is usually predominant. 

Many botanical terms exist for 
precisely describing leaves. However, 
only the leaf shapes, tips, bases, and 
botanical terms that most often occur in 
or apply to boxwoods have been 
included here. This set of leaf charac
ters should allow a reasonably precise 
description, particularly when coupled 
with the plant's natural form, to 
adequately identify mostBuxus 
cultivars. 

Many individuals give no heed to 

boxwood flowers, as they are without 
petals and usually are somewhat 
inconspicuous. However, some plants 
flower profusely and have a pervasive 
fragrance. 

The flowers occur in axillary or 
terminal clusters which usually consist 
of a central pistillate flower (female, 
Figure a) and several staminate flowers 
(male, Figure b). The staminate flower 
has four sepals and four stamens, with 
the stamens much longer than the 
sepals (Figure d). The pistillate flower 
has six sepals and a three-celled ovary 
with three short styles (Figure c). The 
pistillate flowers develop fruits (Figure 
0. The fruit is a subglobose, three
homed capsule which at maturity opens 
into three 2-homed valves; in each 
valve are two lustrous black seeds 
(Figure g). 

When the fruit has ripened, the 
fruits dehisce (open) and seeds may be 

thrown several feet from the plant:' If 
the soil surface conditions are satisfac
tory, the seeds will germinate and 
produce seedlings. 

The seeds may also be collected and 
propagated. Unless careful intervention 
has been taken to cover unopened 
flowers and then to hand-pollinate 
them, all seeds produced naturally will 
be open-pollinated by bees and other 
insects; i.e., they will be of unknown 
parentage. 

For reasons not yet known; some 
plants do not flower and hence do not 
produce fruits. Certain clones of 
boxwoods set fruits in which some or 
all of the seeds abort. 

[Paraphrased and adaptedfrom 
Manual of Cultivated Trees and Shrubs 
by A. Rehder (Macmillan, 1940) and 
Manual of Cultivated Plants by L. H. 
Bailey (Macmillan,1949).} 

TYPICAL FLO\VERS AND FRUITS OF BUXUS SPECIES 
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b 

Q. e. 

c cl f 

a. flowering branch; b. flower; c. pistillate flower; d. staminate flower; e. fruiting branch;. 
f. fruit; g. seed. Illustrations are not to scale. 
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Memorial Garden Plant List 

Buxus harland" 

Buxus himalayensis 

Buxus microphylla 
'Compacta' 
'Grace Hendrick Phillips' 
'Henry Hohman' 
'Helen Whiting' 
'Jim's Spreader' 
'John Baldwin' 
'Kingsville' 
'Liberty' 
'Miss Jones' 
'Sunnyside' 
'Winter Gem' 

Buxus microphylla var.japonica 
'Green Beauty' 
'Morris Dwarf 
'Morris Midget' 
'National' 

Buxus sempervirens 
'Abilene' 
'Agram' 
/Anderson 789-34/ 
, Angustifolia' 
, Argenteo-variegata' 
'Aristocrat' 
'Belleville' 
'Berlin' 
'Bullata' 
'Butterworth ' 
'Cliffside' 
'Decussata' 
'Denmark' 
'Ed Wycoff 
'Edgar Anderson' 
'Elegantissima' 
'Elegantissima' /prostrate form/ 
'Fastigiata' 
~Fortunei Rotundifolia' 
'Glauca' 
'Graham BIandy' 
'Handsworthiensis' 
'Handsworthii ' 
'Hardwickensis' 
'Henry Shaw' 
'Hermann von Schrenk' 
'Holland' 
'Inglis' 
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'Ipek' 
'Joe Gable' 
'Joy' 
'Krossi-livonia' 
'Latifolia' 
'Latifolia Macrophylla' 
'Latifolia Marginata' 
'Latifolia Nova' 
'Liberty' 
'Maculata' 
'Memorial' 
'Meyers Columnar' 
'Myosotidifolia' 
'Myrtifolia' 
'Newport Blue' 
'Nish' 
'Northern Find' 
'Northland' 
'Pendula' 
'Ponteyi' 
'Prostrata' 
'Pyramidalis' 
'Rochester' 
'RotundifoIia' 
'Ste. Genevieve' 
, SalicifoIia' 
'Saticifolia Elata' 
'Sport' 
~ Suffruticosa' 
'Undulifolia' 
'Vardar Valley' 
'Varifolia' 
'Welleri' 
'Woodland' 
'Yorktown' 

Buxus sinica var. insularis 
'Justin Brouwers' 
'Nana' 
'Pincushion' 
'Tall Boy' 
'Tide Hill' 
'Winter Beauty' 
'Wintergreen' 

BuxusX 
'Green Gem' 
'Green Mound' 
'Green Mountain' 
'Green Velvet' 

New Members 
Annual listing of new members, for the 
period May 1989 through April 1990: 

Brian Aaron 
Marion Abbitt 
John Abel 
Henry Albrecht 
Lane Arledge 
William L. Ash 
Mrs. Ray Awtrey 
Stephen Babinsky 
ArthurR.BeaI 
Dr. Charles Beasley 
T. A. BeCkett III 

DunlapIL 
Williamsburg VA 

OceanNJ 
Buckingham PA 

WhittierNC 
Belvidere IL 

BethesdaMD 
Philipsburg NJ 

Bridgeton NJ 
KinstonNC 

John's Island NC 
Mike Bergen Tarrytown NY 
Berthold Nursery Elk Grove Village IL 
Alison Bertsche Croton-on-Hudson NY 
Leonard Besser Staten Island NY 
Rick Blake Leesburg VA 
Robert N. Bond Reisterstown MD 
Donald or Kathleen Booker 

John W. Boyd III 
Charles W. Boyles 
Robert Bray 

Bryson City NC 
Roanoke VA 

Frederick MD 
La Grange GA 

Bartow H. Bridges, Jr. 
Virginia Beach VA 

Mr. and Mrs. C. D. K. Brokenbrough 
Richmond VA 

S. Martin Bronson 
NaudBurnet 
Robert Burnham 
Barry F. Burton 
John P. Busch, Jr. 
Dorothy B. Butler 
Steve Campbell 

Elizabethton TN 
DallasTX 

Mr. Walter S. Carell, Jr. 
George R. Corey 

Richmond VA 
RoxburyCT 
F10renceSC 

Chase City VA 
Pottstown PA 
Millington NJ 

EastonMD 
Paul William Corpening Pipersville PA 
Ms. Carole Costley 

Francis Cox 
Judee Crimboli 

Powder Springs GA 
Brookfield WI 

CantonMI 
Dr. and Mrs. L. Daniel Crooks, Jr. 

Midlothian VA 
James E. Cross Cutchogue NY 
Mrs. Jess H. Davis Williamsburg VA 
Mrs. John Wilson Davis 

Lester Demaline 
Ralph Deptolla 

Alexandria VA 
AvonOH 

Mequon WI 
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Mrs. C. W. Dickinson III Bill Lagergren 
M.B.LaGrua 

HamiltonOH 
CaspianMI 

Yazoo City MS 
ElmerNJ 

Richard DiGiorgio 
Mike Dinwiddie 
Paul E. Drake, Sr. 
Michael E. Duffy 
Robert Dugan 
Robert E. Dykes 
Donald Edwards 
Raymond Farthing 

Machipongo VA 
Hillsborough NJ 

Greenville TN 
Stroudsburg PA 
Chesapeake VA 

RomulusMI 
DelmarMD 

Mrs. James A. Lamkin 
N. G. Lang, Sr. 
Elizabeth A. Lear 
Harvey Lerman 
David J. Long 
Matthew T. Long 

Bozman MD Jack W. P. Love 
Vilas NC Joseph G. Marano, Jr. 

Calverton NY 
BerwynPA 

Princeton NJ 
CranburyNJ 

SewellNJ 

Mrs. Donna W. Fawcett Fort Washington PA 
Remington VA John J. Marshall Statesboro GA 

Henry M. Feil Lynbrook NJ Mrs. Karen Mastick Athens AL 
Ferrucci Bros, Inc. Newfield NJ Mrs. Clinton A. Mauk Perrysburg OH 
Roger Fick Hampshire IL Michael May Raleigh NC 
Benjamin Feiman Northampton MA Robert Mills Ann Arbor MI 
Mark Finger Oak Park IL Robert S. Miser Crownsville MD 
Charles T. Fooks Salisbury MD Janie T. Mitchell Ahoskie NC 
Jeffrey Foust Kokomo IN Greg Morgan Ronceverte WV 
Frank's Nursery and Crafts Detroit MI David J. Morris Wilmington DE 
Nick S. Gani Amlin OH VickieL. Mowrer GladwynePA 
A. Page Gentsch Atlanta GA M. H. or Barbara Newberry 
Alan F. Goode Kernersville NC Huntsville AL 
Ridge Goodwin Holicong PA Nick or Kay Niestreth Villa Ridge IL 
Charles Griffin Memphis TN Kenneth O"Dell Arlington TN 
David Groeneveld Old Westbury NY Arthur L. Oppman Acto NJ 
George Hackney Cairo GA Robert Papette Melfa V A 
Norris W. Hall Kennewick WA David Paterson, Jr. Hurlock MD 
Earle or Dariel Hawkins Hampton VA Caroline Payer Chicago IL 
Ralph Hebb New City NY C. M. Payne Berryville VA 
Mrs. Richard Henderson Carl Perrine Jackson MI 

Gibson Island MD Kent C. Phillips New Carlisle OH 
Robert W. Hendricks Knoxville TN David Pitard Newton Square PA 
LeRoy H. Herma Union IL James S. Porterfield Kensington MD 
Theodore S. Hildebrant Henry H. Purcell Arnold MD 

Stewartsville NJ David Rambo Marietta GA 
Robert Hoffbauer Farmingdale NJ Charles H. Randleman Mt. Airy NC 
Barbara Holdridge Owings Mills MD Jim Reid Amarillo TX 
Andy Hutchinson Charlottesville V A Mrs. Edmund H. Reppert 
Donald H. Johnson Halifax PA Saugerties NY 
Betty Jones Ardmore TN Mr. and Mrs. J. H. Rimel, Jr. 
Paul J. Kakalecik PhoenixvillePa Warrior AL 
Marie Kaminek Etters PA Mrs. Kay Roberts Durham NC 
Todd Kelly Lexington KY Sunflower Landscape Carbondale IL 
Bill Kidd Hampton VA· Carol Rollet Suffield CT 
Dr. Yong Shik Kim Washington DC James A. Rollins Ochlocknee GA 
Mrs. J. Gordon Kincheloe Clifton VA Robert T. Sanders Lexington KY 
John King Yorktown Heights NY John Santos Pound Ridge NY 
Carl Klehm South Barrington IL Virginia W. Sappington Easton MD 
Roy Klehm South Barrington IL WiIIiam N. Scarff New Carlisle OH 
George M. Klepper, Jr. Memphis TN Robert E. Schenck Wenona MD 
Dennis.R. Kline Newville PA L. David Schoen Roswell GA 
Thomas R. Knowlton Queenstown MD Roger B. Seely Hilliard OH 
James D. Kohn Swansea SC Dr. James E. Sellman Richmond VA 
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Frank Semkow, Jr. Colchester CT 
Don Shadow Winchester TN 
Mrs. Stephen B. Sharp Alexandria VA 
Dr, Ronald Shumack Auburn AL 
Frank A. Sobieski Bel Air MD 
Edith Sorge Lavernia TX 
Southern Meadows Virginia Beach VA 
Dr. Richard P. Sowers Richmond VA 
David H. Spangler York PA 
James W. Stauffer LeolaPA 
Garry Stephens Fuquay-VarinaNC 
Ted Stephens N. Augusta SC 
Edward R. Stettinius Middleburg VA 
Regan Strausbaugh Red Lion PA 
Strybing Arb. Soc. Library 

San Francisco CA 
Howell L. T. D. Taylor Orange VA 
Leon Taylor Park Hill OK 
Gregory T. Tepper Chelsea PA 
E. H. Thomas Charlotte NC 
Bruce Thompson 
Paul Tiers 
Everett J. Tingley 
Carl J. Torsilieri 
Van Trent 
Charles R. Trommer 
David Van Essen 
Rosemary Verey 

Sweet Briar VA 
ThaifortPA 

New Boston NH 
Bar Hills NJ 

AthensAL 
NinoleID 

Lebanon OR 

Gloucestershire England 
George Warren Los Osos CA 
William R. Watkins South Boston VA 
Boyd M. Weber Walton KY 
Clyde A. and JanetR. Weber 

Bentleyville PA 
Mrs. J. Weintraub Elkins Park PA 
John M. Wessel Virginia Beach VA 
Carl or Len Wheeler Macon GA 
B. N. Whetstone Warren MI 
Chance Whitaker Newnan GA 
Paul Wildman Linthicum MD 
Tom Willey Murphy NC 
JiII Williams-Hall Wilmington DE 
Joni D. Wood Landscape 

Fredericksburg V A 
Mrs. Robert C. Wood Lynchburg VA 
Theron or Lindy Woody Burnsville NC 
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%e Seasona[ yarcfener 
Practical tips for boxwood enthusiasts from Society members 

Spring is here at last! 

Spring is the busiest time of the year for boxwood 
enthusiasts. 

Pruning: The severe weather at the end of last 
year caused tip burn to many plants. This is easy to 
see and to remove. There are more difficult decisions 
when plants show wheat-colored leaves throughout. 
Examine the trunks for bark split. This is a very bad 
sign. New growth will not survive above such 
damage. Boxwood roots will send out new growth 
when surprisingly little trunk remains. It is sad to lose 
so many years' growth, but it is gratifying to watch a 
new shrub regenerate from the roots. 

Enemies: Spring is also the time to examine your 
plants for signs of any of the infestations that may 
occur on boxwood. Early detection and treatment are 
vital. 

Boxwood Leaf Miner: This "midge"is the worst 
pest of boxwood. It is a tiny orange fly which 
punctures the lower surface of boxwood leaves. This 
can be seen with the naked eye on the under leaf 
surface as a oval blister. The young flies emerge and 
swarm around the plant from late April through early 

Correction 

June. During this time the plant must be sprayed 
every few days or after each rain, taking care to cover 
the undersides of all leaves and the ground around the 
plant. All infected leaves must be removed. 

The most effective pesticide is Cygon 2-E. 
(Follow label directions carefully.) Malathion, which 
is less toxic, may be used instead. It is essential that 
the lower leaf surfaces be coated, re-coated and debris 
removed. 

Boxwood Psyllid: This is a small, green sucking 
insect which should be treated with Sevin, Malathion 
or Diazanon. 

Spider Mites: Later in the summer watch for gray 
mottling of the leaves. This indicates spider mites. 
Spray plants with a strong nozzle spray of water on 
the underside of the leaves to remove as many as 
possible. The insecticide of choice is Kelthane (if 
available). 

Fertilizing: Boxwoods appreciate a spring feeding 
with 5-10-5 or 6-4-10 general garden fertilizer. 

With all this done, you can sit back and enjoy 
man's oldest garden ornamental. 

Mary Holekamp, ABS Vice-President 

Growth Rates for Selected Boxwood Cultivars 

Annual 
Date To Date Meas. Growth 

A table containing growth rate information Cultivar Stuck Field Meas. Size Rate Form 
published on this page in the January 1990 

'Compacta' 1980 9/82 issue contained errors. A corrected table is 11189 10·x13" 1" Low Mound 
shown at right, with altered information 'Morris Midget' 1980 9182 11189 12·x14" 1" Low Mound 
shown in bold face. ' Suffruticosa' 9/84 9186 11/89 15" 2.4" Spherical 

, Arborescens' 1980 9182 11/89 56" 5.6" Conical Tree 
Iseedling! 
'Vardar Valley' 9/82 9/84 12187 20" 3.2" Spreader. 
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