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ABS Announces Tenth Garden Tour 
Loudoun County, Virginia, Saturday and Sunday, May 9-10, 1992 
Joan and Scot Butler 

Arrangements for a boxwood tour in 
Loudoun County, Virginia, on the 
second weekend in May are now being 
made. 

Loudoun County abounds in both 
public and private displays of boxwood. 
We will visit some in each category. 

The itinerary and accommodations 
described below will be close to what 
the tour will offer, but some fine tuning 
is required and there may be a substitu
tion or two in the places we will visit, 
especially if there should be heavy 
rainfall. The tour will be limited to 45 
persons, the capacity of the bus, and 
reservations will be on a first come, 
first served basis. The cost of the tour, 
exclusive of lodging, will be $100 per 
person. Please send the enclosed 
Registration Form to reserve your place 
to Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton, 1714 
Greenway Drive, Fredericksburg, 
Virginia 22401; phone (703) 373-7975. 
Forms must be received by March 25, 
1992. 

Headquarters for the tour will be 
Carradoc Hall, located 1 1/l miles east 
of Leesburg on Virginia Route 7. The 
early part of this modem motel was 
built as a private residence around 
1773. In the early 1980s it was ex
panded and restored for commercial 
use; it is now a full-service facility with 
126 rooms. The motel will reserve a 
bloc of 24 rooms for tour members until 
April I, 1992, at a rate of $44 per night 
(plus tax, double or single), including a 
generous continental breakfast. 

Those who register for the tour 
should contact Carradoc Hall at (703) 
771-9200 as soon as they have been 
notified by the American Boxwood 
Society that their registration has been 
accepted. Tell Carradoc Hall that you 
are registering as part of the ABS tour. 
Please do not try to make a room 
reservation through the ABS. In 
deciding whether reservations will be 
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required for Friday night, please note 
that the tour bus will leave promptly at 
9:00 a.m. on Saturday morning. 

The first stop on Saturday will be 
Dodona Manor, the as yet unrestored 
home of General George C. Marshall in 
Leesburg, the Loudoun county seat. 
General Marshall purchased this 
property in 1941, and after undertaking 
extensive structural renovation, made it 
his home until his death in 1959. The 
boxwood bushes lining the drive are 
believed to have been planted by 
Marshall, there are some clearly earlier 
boxwoods on the grounds of this late 
18th- or early 19th-century building. 
The property is now leased, with an 
option to buy, from an heir of General 
Marshall by a committee of private 
citizens anxious to restore it and open it 
to the public as a fitting tribute to a 
great American soldier and statesman. 

During the tour we hope to take note 
of the use of some outstanding box
wood around public buildings. One 
such is the Thomas Balch Library on 
Market Street in Leesburg where large 
specimens of Buxus sempervirens 
beautifully complement the 
Jeffersonian style architecture of the 
library building. 

The second stop will be Morven 
Park on the old Waterford Road. This 
1,2oo-acre estate, once home to two 
different governors, is now operated in 
the public interest by the Westmoreland 
Davis Memorial Foundation, estab
lished by Mrs. Westmoreland Davis in 
1955 as a memorial to Governor Davis, 
her husband. The estate was opened to 
the public in 1967 at the dedication of 
the Marguerite G. Davis Boxwood 
Gardens, the final resting place of 
Governor and Mrs. Davis. The estate is 
noted not only for the stately mansion 
(which has undergone three major 
architectural changes since its begin
ning in 1781), boxwood gardens and 

specimen trees, but also for a Carriage 
Museum where more than 75 horse
drawn vehicles of many types are 
displayed. The Marion Dupont Scott 
Equine Medical Center and an Eques
trian Institute also occupy land which 
was once part of Morven Park. 

Our Saturday itinerary will take us 
through the northwestern part of 
Loudoun County, much of which was 
settled in the mid-18th century by 
English and German farmers migrating 
from Pennsylvania. Most of these 
settlers were Quaker and "Pennsylvania 
Dutch." These people built modest farm 
houses, generally of log of stone, which 
resembled in architectural style those 
they left behind. We will visit three 
communities where this cultural 
influence is still evident today: 
Waterford, Lovettsville, and Hillsboro. 

From Morven Park we will travel an 
old country road to Waterford, billed as 
"an 18th century mill town." While 
visiting some private gardens through 
the courtesy of the Waterford Garden 
Club, we will have a chance to absorb 
the "feel" of this unique community of 
preservation- and restoration-minded 
citizens. Through the efforts of many 
individuals and the Waterford Founda
tion over a 25-year period the 
Waterford Historic District was placed 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places and the Virginia Landmarks 
Register in 1946. In 1970 Waterford 
was designated a National Historic 
Landmark by the Secretary of the 
Interior, thereby helping to ensure its 
permanent preservation. The Quaker 
origins of the town are still evident in 
the quality of the buildings. 

Next we will continue on a back 
road (they are sometimes the most 
direct routes) to Lovettsville, just three 
miles south of the Potomac River and 
the Maryland boundary. Here we will 
lunch at the Village Inn and then visit 
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Plum Grove, one 01 two private gardens in the Hillsboro area which will be visitedon the tour. (Photos: Scot Butler) 

the small boxwood nursery of Joan and 
Scot Butler, located on a 2S-acre parcel 
of one of the old George family fanns . 
The Georges belonged to the early 
group of German settlers who came to 
this area from Pennsylvania in the 18th 
century and started a community known 
as the German Settlement. During the 
Civil War both Waterford and Lovetts
ville were strongly pro-Union, and a 
group called the Loudoun Rangers was 
recruited from these communities to 
fight for the Union. (These Rangers 
should not be confused with the 
Confederate Mosby's Rangers.) 

The Butler nursery is at the foot of a 
steep hill with only a sod surface 
approach, so in case of heavy rain it 
may not be possible for the bus to reach 
it. The nursery is an outgrowth of 
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Joan's interest in propagating the less 
common cultivars of boxwood at home 
for personal enjoyment. But as her 
collection grew it became apparent that 
the Butlers' lot in the village of 
Bluemont would not support the 
increase. In deciding on a location for a 
lath house to house her immature 
boxwoods, several factors were 
considered, including protection from 
the winds off the mountains and the 
river. In addition to boxwoods planted 
in the grounds, some small container 
plants have wintered here under a 
plastic-covered frame inside the lath 
house. This fall, however, the Butlers 
improved on that design by erecting 
next to the lath house a large plastic 
greenhouse, where all the boxwoods in 
containers get protection from winter 

weather. In addition, Scot has planted a 
number of boxwoods, some named 
cultivars, some seedlings, along the 
edge of the woods facing the lath 
house. He hopes that some of the 
seedlings will develop into desirable 
new specimens suitable for registration. 

From Lovettsville we will head 
south the Charles Town Turnpike and 
the west to the town of Hillsboro, 
which again features an outstanding 
cluster of 18th- and 19th-century 
vernacular buildings. In the center of 
the town is a public boxwood garden 
which may be viewed from the bus en 
route to two private gardens in this hilly 
area of the County. The bus will then 
return to Carradoc Hall, allowing 
leisure time before dinner, scheduled at 
6:30p.m. 
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Entrance 
to Gardens 

Follow arrows 
for best route. 

HOUSE 

The Gardens at Oatlands 

N c:=:::=::)~---

"Our nation needs not one but many 
gardens . And Oatlands is one of our very 
best . " - Dr. H . Marc Cathey, Director 

o 

60 feet 

National Arboretum 

Features of Interest 
1. Herb Garden 
2. Reflecting Pool 
3. Shrine 
4 . Carter Tomb 
5 . Rose Garden 
6. Bowling Green 
7. English Oak 
8 . Tea House 
9. Perennial Garden 

10. Venetian Well 
11. Sundial Parterre 
12. Meditation 

Terrace 
13. Restrooms 

The charm of our 
gardens Is Its age. 
UNEVEN STEPS 

Please use caution. 

Katherine Dombrowski 

Entrance building at Oat lands. Oatlands Terraces, looking toward the tea house. 
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The tour format on Sunday will be 
different and promises additional 
rewards. Taking advantage of a 
scheduled garden tour for the benefit of 
OatIands, a National Trust property and 
one of the outstanding garden attrac
tions in the country, we will drive in 
our own cars (or car pools) to a number 
of gardens. This time we will be going 
south from Leesburg along Route 15 
(the Old Carolina Road) and then west 
along U.S. 50 through Aldie and 
Middleburg in the southern part of 
Loudoun County. Maps, directions and 
box lunches will be provided. 

OatIands and the adjoining Little 
OatIands are about six miles south of 
Leesburg on Route 15; their gardens 
capture the spirit of an earlier era. The 
terraced gardens at OatIands are today 
in much the same form as when George 
Carter, who built OatIand House in 
1803, designed and planted them. In 
fact, there are some of his venerable 
boxwoods still growing in the garden 
along with large quantities of later 
boxwood, both the common and edging 
varieties. Carter is said to have been 
influenced by Thomas Jefferson both in 
modifying the style of his house from 
Georgian to neo-classical and in 
enclosing his garden with a wall. 

It is reported that when Mrs. 
William Corcoran Eustis purchased the 
property in 1903 she was to taken by 
the garden that she did not bother to 
look at the house. It was her thoughtful 
touches in the garden that are credited 
with making it what it is today-an 
expression of classic English design 
patterned after ideas of Gertrude Jekyll. 
The stunning boxwood garden at Little 
Oatlands has been pictured in The 
Boxwood Bulletin and garden journals 
because of its quiet beauty and simple 
elegance. It was designed by former 
owner, Mrs. David Finley, former 
director of the National Gallery of Art, 
and shows a strong Italian influence 
with its antique garden ornaments, 
gazebo, delicate grill gates, and avenues 
of cedar trees. 

The complete list of private gardens 
on the Sunday tour is not available at 
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Oak Hill. in Loudoun County. (Photo: Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton) 

this writing but it is anticipated that 
Oak Hill, with its spacious grounds, 
abundance of boxwood and stately old 
trees, will be included. Built for 
President James Monroe in 1820-21 by 
James Hoban (credited with being the 
architect of the White House), Oak Hill 
is the place where the Monroe Doctrine 
was written. 

[Note: The Friends of the State 
Arboretum at Blandy Farm will hold 

their Horticultural Fair and Plant Sale 
during this same weekend. After the 
tour. members of the group may attend 
by driving a short distance west along 
U.S. 50 beyond Middleburg.] 

Mrs. Butler is Secretary of the ABS. 
Her husband is aformer Editor of The 
Boxwood Bulletin. which they co
edited. He also has been "chief 
reporter" for most ABS tours. 
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Snowden-A Garden Renewal Begun 
Tyra Sexton 

Snowden was built in 1815, 
overlooking Fredericksburg, Virginia 
and the imposing Rappahannock River 
Valley. 

During the Civil War, it was spared, 
probably because it served as a refuge 
and hospital to the people of Fred
ericksburg. 

Alden Hopkins designed the private 
gardens of Snowden soon after his 
return from the American Academy in 
Rome in 1939. This was just prior to 
his accepting the position of resident 
Landscape Architect for Colonial 
Williamsburg. 

After many years of care and 
attention, the boxwood garden fell into 
sleepy neglect, eventually becoming 
overgrown by its once restrained 
wisteria trees. 

The renewal of the garden, once 
again in attentive hands, began in the 
fall of 1990 with the transplanting of 
230 6-foot tall Buxus sempervirens. In 
the spring of 1991, 230 B uxus 
sempervirens • Suffruticosa' were 
planted, redefining the subtle lines of 
Hopkins' boxwood garden. 

Tyra Sexton, is a landscape designer in 
the Fredericksburg area. She is a 
Director of the ABS and is currently 
working on the grounds at Snowden. 

Eightloot Buxus sempcrvirens 'Suffru
ticosa' (left) and Buxus sempervirens. 
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At Snowden, a garden renewal program has begun with the installation of230 
Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa'. (Photos: Tyra Sexton) 

The new Buxus plants outline the beds, which are accented by reclaimed tree 
wisteria. A pool is in the center. 
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BSMW's 1991 Outing 
Unanimous Verdict: "Best Ever" 
Mary A. Gamble 

Every so often there comes along a 
perfect day. Saturday, October 12, 1991, 
was such a day, when 26 members and 
guests went on the annual outing of the 
Boxwood Society of the Midwest 
(BSMW). The weather was perfect, as 
only a Midwestern day in October can 
be. We started out with sweaters or 
light wraps but shed them by noon. The 
leaves had started to tum, with the 
harmonious reds of sumac, sassafras 
and dogwood splashed across the 
landscape. The program, arranged by 
President John Ansboro, was packed 
and interesting. We rode Charlie 
Burtram ' s comfortable bus, which he 
told us, had been given an extra special 
"sprucing up" that morning. We started 
at St. Louis and traveled a round trip of 
473 miles. We returned to our starting 
point about two hours late, but there 

BSMW members cross Dutchman's 
Creek leading into Uttle Black Slough 
by way of a hanging bridge. 

Cypress trees attract visitors at Little Black Slough near Karnak. Illinois. 
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were no complaints-only ideas for next 
year. 

We crossed the Mississippi River by 
the Poplar Street bridge, and turned 
south in the "Prairie State." There we 
followed Illinois 45 through miles of 
fertile farmland, which changed into 
gentle hills as we neared Karnak, 
almost at the tip of the state in a region 
often called "Little Egypt." 

Karnak, where Charles Main lives, 
is a town of 650. It was founded and 
named by the Main family who came 
there in 1907. At that time Karnak was 
served by two railroads needed for the 
Main's timber business. "But Main 
Street in Karnak is not named for the 
family," said Charles Main. "The name 
is simply descriptive. It is Karnak's 
main street." 

Karnak is named for the ancient city 
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in the middle of Egypt. It was on the 
Nile, near Luxor, and contained the 
magnificent temple of Amon, built on 
the site of the fabled city of Thebes, 
long the capital of Egypt. Karnak in 
Egypt is known for its beautiful ruined 
temples, colossal statues and its tombs. 
Karnak, Illinois, is known to BSMW 
members for Charles Main's handsome 
gardens, which he shares so generously. 

We had breakfast on the bus and 
were eager to tour the Main gardens, 
nursery and greenhouse. Charles lives 
on two city blocks, so he has ample 
room for ornamental, cutting, veg
etable, fruit and vine crops. We were 
interested to see that the bamboo forest 
he planted near his house had grown 
but not spread. Adjacent to the bamboo 
he had added a new, fonnal garden 
developed in a manner characteristic of 
the seventeenth century in Europe. One 
of its features was an edging of 
boxwood. He remarked casually that he 
was considering a maze. 

It would be impossible to count, or 
even estimate, the number of boxwoods 
he has at his disposal. They are of all 
sizes. They are principally Buxus 
sempervirens or European, Korean and 
Japanese. He declined to name his 
favorites. His boxwood nursery is 
relatively small. One Society member 
touched the cuttings and observed, "He 
just jams them in. These are so close 
you cannot get a finger between any 
two." Charles told us he uses no rooting 
honnone. Apparently, plants do as well 
in his garden as they did in the ancient 
Egyptian gardens where they grow in 
soil enriched annually by the flooding 
of the Nile. Charles says that the Ohio 
River has flooded Karnak once, in 1937. 
To quote, "At that time all vegetation 
was covered with sleet. The dwarf 
boxwood on either side of my front 
walk floated and later were carried 
away by the receding waters." He 
added, "An uncle who farmed exten
sively in the Black Slough nonnally 
was flooded each winter. The silt 
washing in added fertilizer to his 
fields ." 
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BSMW members compare notes before 
boarding bus. 

From Charles Main's garden we 
went to lunch at "Our Place," a hospi
table, bright restaurant on Karnak's 
Main Street. Here we were served the 
luncheon menu sampled and ordered by 
John and Tony Ansboro. Following 
lunch we went to visit a cypress swamp 
some six miles from Karnak. This 
swamp, called the Little Black Slough, 
was part of the 35,000 acres of farm and 
swamp land owned by the Main 
Brothers. A number of years ago this 
swamp area was sold to the Nature 
Conservancy's Illinois Chapter. The 
following description was excerpted 
from a bulletin published by the 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden. 

"The Little Black Slough is located 
in Johnson County at the far southern tip 
of Illinois between the Mississippi and 
Ohio Rivers. The slough's trees are 
more reminiscent of a Louisiana bayou 
than the traditional Illinois plain .. . Little 
Black Slough stretches over nearly five 
miles of Cache River backwaters, and 
dominates the 2,500-acre preserve ... 
Between October and January, when the 
waters have receded, you can walk into 
Goose Pond, located in the northern 
edge of the preserve, and view a stand of 
huge bald-cypress trees ... cypress 
"knees," the strange knobs that grow out 
of the roots and ring the trees, add to the 
eeriness of Goose Pond. It is believed 

that the irregularly-shaped stumps 
provide aeration to the root system 
during the many months the bald 
cypress stands in winter. Geologically, 
the entire area is a spur of the Ozark 
highlands." 

Following the exploration of Liule 
Black Slough the group returned to 
Charles Main's home, where he had 
prepared an afternoon tea. Jane 
Penhale, La Verne Jaudes, and Neva 
Buss shared the honor of presiding at 
the beautifully appointed tea table. We 
were all invited to wander throuqh the 
house to see its many treasures, 
particularly the things which both 
Charles and his mother collected. "The 
tea hour, for which Charles had baked 
the cookies, was a fitting close to this 
perfect day. 

Mrs. Gamble, aformer Vice
president of The American Boxwood 
Society, is afrequent contributor to 
The Boxwood Bulletin. 

President's 
Message 
A membership questionnaire is 
enclosed. A prompt reply (by 
February 28, 1992) will be 
greatly appreciated. Mail to Mr. 
Dale T. Taylor, President, The 
American Boxwood Society, 105 
S. Princeton Ave., Wenonah, NJ 
08090. 

ABS Dues 
Again this year, member

ship renewal envelopes for the 
coming year (May 1, 1992 
through April 30, 1993) will be 
mailed to members in April. This 
is a change from the old custom 
of inserting membership enve
lopes in the April issue of The 
Boxwood Bulletin. 
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Keence Garden in Florissant, Missouri 
Boxwood Graces Its Setting 
Mary A. Gamble 

In 1785, when Florissant was first 
settled in the Valley of the Flowers, the 
predominantly French settlers raised 
vegetables and grain crops in what has 
bean called one of the five richest soil 
areas of the world. Next came the 
Spaniards, and later the Germans. But 
Florissant remained, in the words of the 
Missouri Guide, "A loosely knit village 
of small gray and white frame and red
brick houses, set in gardens, orchards, 
and with barns." The French called it 
Flcurissant (flowering); the Spaniards 
called it S t. Ferdinand; until 1939 it was 
known as St. Ferdinand de Florissant. 
Today it is less tranquil, but the soil, 
except where it has been bulldozed for 
new construction, remains and chal
lenges gardeners to do their best. 

Bernard J. Keence, Jr., called Bernie 
by his friends, and his wife, Jane, 
moved to their Florissant home about 
30 years ago in the 196Os. Says Jane, 
"When we moved there and looked at 
the bank at the back of the yard, I said 
to Bernie, "Wouldn't that make a pretty 
rock garden? Bernie agreed and then, 
adds Jane, "took over." 

But in visiting their garden and 
talking to them about it, it is obvious 
that the Keences are a team. They split 
the work according to physical abilities 
and interests. "Jane helps keep the 
garden neat," says Bernie. "Bernie does 
the planning, construction, planting and 
heavy maintenance," says Jane. 
Together they have produced a garden 
that is a consistent star on Florissant 
garden tours, and an inspiration to even 
the most casual visitor. It was one of 
two Keence gardens visited by mem
bers of the Boxwood Society of the 
Midwest when, on August 28, 1991, 
they held their annual garden tour. It 
was a typical August day-hot, sultry, 
and muggy-but Missouri gardeners are 
used to that, and forgot any discomfort 
in their pleasure in the beautiful garden 
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the Keences built. 
The Keence lot is 63 x 140 ft. The 

garden fills the back yard and is 60 ft. 
long by 50 ft. wide. The small front 
yard is landscaped meticulously and 
hints at what awaits the visitor when he 

or she passes through the garden gate at 
the side and back of the house. Garden 
exposure is east by southeast, favorable 
for most plants. The rise at the back of 
the lot has an elevation of about 15 
degrees, and, under Bernie's planning, 

Stone steps accented by Buxus sempervirens give visitors easy access to the 
Keence rock garden. (Photos: Jane Keence) 
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not only forms a backdrop but is also an 
integral and unifying part of the whole. 
A simple split-rail fence marks the 
boundaries, 

Bernie Keence describes himself as 
an amateur in both landscaping and 
nursery work, who continues to "learn 
as he goes." During his working years 
he was a machinist at the McDonnell 
Douglas aircraft plant in St. Louis. His 
interest in tools is evidenced by the 
collection of antique blacksmith and 
other tools which are displayed in the 
gazebo (built by Bernie) at the entrance 
to the garden. His mastery of his craft is 
evidenced by the workmanship of 
walks, walls, steps and fountain which 
grace the garden. His innate feeling for 
design is evidenced by the taste and 
skill with which the garden's various 
elements are blended. His nurseryman's 
knowledge and experience with plants 
are shown in the more than 100 different 
shrubs, herbs, trees and ornamentals 
which give the garden season-by
season interest. 

The garden literally was built from 
scratch. Like all too many streets or 
subdivisions, the builder's first step was 
to bulldoze the plot to subsoil. There 

was nothing here but subsoil when we 
moved in," says Bernie. "We planted 
everything in front and back yards." 

Planted were sweet gum, service 
berry, Japanese maple and, in the front 
yard, a white pine. Jane has the job of 
maintaining the last at 10 ft. (in scale 
with the house) by trimming the 
candles annually. 

"The garden changes from year to 
year," say both Jane and Bernie. His 
favorite plants are those which give him 
the most trouble, such as delphinium. 
His second favorite is the daylily, about 
which he is selective. Boxwood is his 
favorite shrub. Jane says she spends an 
average of two to three hours a day on 
her part of the garden work, weeding, 
watering, pruning, and trimming. 
Bernie, now that the garden is estab
lished, spends "very little time." Both 
like to relax on the large screened 
porch, which overlooks the garden. 

The time Bernie saves from his own 
garden he gives to Florissant. In a 
greenhouse belonging to a friend, he 
raises plants for .Lhe Florissant city 
gardens called "islands," raised beds 
bordered with railroad ties. Bernie not 
only grows the plants and sets them into 

A gracefully curved plot of luxuriant grass provides a 
tranquil contrast with the rock garden. 
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a pattern he designs, but he also handles 
all maintenance. Florissant has installed 
a special water connection to each 
island, which lightens this chore. Every 
year Bernie receives from the Mayor 
two letters: the first, in the spring, 
anticipates his help. The second, in the 
fall, thanks him for his work. The 
islands require about three hours dail y 
to keep them in tip-top shape. Growing 
the needed plants in Alwin Thies's 
greenhouse takes about six hours daily 
through the winter. 

Jane Keence keeps a scrapbook of 
Bernie's gardening honors. Just one 
example: in seven years (beginning in 
1969) he won seven blue ribbons for 
landscape designs exhibited at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden and 
awarded by the Men's Garden Club of 
America and the Men's Garden Club of 
Florissant. 

Speaking specifically of Buxus, 
Bernie believes that a boxwood plant 
should be at least three years old before 
it is set into its permanent landscape 
space, but adds, " Five years is better." 
He thinks the best time to move a 
boxwood plant is in the fall when the 
rest of the garden is at rest. He believes 

BBSMW members explore the Keence 
rock garden. (Photo: Claude Badeusz) 

51 



l, ndscape space, but adds, "Five years 
is better." He thinks the best time to 
move a boxwood plant is in the fall 
when the rest of the garden is at rest. 
He believes a young plant should be 
set out in the spring. He does not 
fertilize hi s boxwood plants. " I put 
them in good soil to start with and add 
compost every year." 

The Keence boxwoods are pruned 
twice a year-in early summer and 
early fall. Bernie does the surface 

pruning, using grass shears and 
catching the clippings in hi s hand. 
Jane does the inside pruning, remov
ing only dead branches. The box
woods are watered only when the 
garden as a whole is watered, which is 
"as needed." An oscillator-type 
sprinkler is used. Bernie uses box
woods for accent plants and for 
defining a path or an area. Buxus is his 
favorite shrub, and Buxus microphylla 
japonica, his favorite boxwood. 

Buxus microphylla 'Quiet End' Registered 
Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 

Buxus microphylla Sieb. & Zucco 
'Quiet End' cultivar has been accepted 
for registration by Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf, 
International Registration Authority for 
Cultivated Buxus L. 

Description: A single-trunked plant 
with multiple branching near the base 
to fonn a broad, wide and open habit. A 
24-year old plant growing at the U.S. 
National Arboretum is 1.3 m tall and 

Close-up of a stem of Buxus 
microphylla 'Quiet End'. 
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2.6 m wide. Foliage is opposite, 
elliptic to obovate. The leaf tip is 
generally obtuse or slightly retuse; the 
base is cuneate. The leaves with a short 
petiole are 8-9 mm wide end 14-18 mm 
long. The internodal length is 6-11 
mm . New growth varies from 2 cm to 5 
cm annually. Leaf color, using the 
reprinted edition of the Royal Horticul
tural Society Colour Chan, is137C for 
the upper epidennis and l49B for the 
lower. 

History: The plant originated as a 
seedling. It was selected by Henry 
Hohman at Kingsville Nursery in 

Kingsville, Maryland. Here, the plant 
was originally known as Buxus 
microphylla ' Kingsville 2A'. 

An herbarium voucher was filed in 
the U.S. National Arboretum Her
barium in 1977 under the name Buxus 
microphylla 'Kingsville 2A'. The 
voucher was changed to reflect the 
registration of this cultivar. 

Mr. Batdorfis curator of the boxwood 
collection at the U.S. National 
Arboretum and International 
Registration Authority for Cultivated 
BuxusL. 

A 24-year old Buxus microphylla 'Quiet End' at the U.S. National Arboretum 
measures 1.3 m tall and 2.6 m wide. (Photos: Lynn R. Batdorf) 
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Boscobel on the Hudson 
Joan C. Butler 

On the Hudson River north of 
Peekskill, nearly opposite West Point 
Military Academy, stands a stately 
19th-century country mansion called 
Boscobel. Located on a commanding 
plateau, it enjoys a broad view south
ward down the river. 

Originally built in 1804 by States 
Morris Dyckman, the house faced 
des truction in the 1950s when new 
construction was to overtake its site. 
Through the generosity of Lila Acheson 
Wallace (the co-founder of The 
Reader's Digest), Boscobel was 
di smantled and then reconstructed 15 
miles farther north. By 1961 it was 
fully restored and opened to the public. 
This beautiful Federal period house has 
exquisite woodwork: portico, interior 
stair hall, mantels and trim. Much 
Dyckman family china, silver and other 
possessions are on display. Filled with 
Duncan Fyfe and other Federal furni
ture, Boscobel has become an outstand
ing museum of domestic architecture 
and the decorative arts. 

The gardens contain much box
wood. A rose garden features a circular 
bed of 'Suffruticosa' at its center and 
walkways are also edged with this form 

enthusiast, however, is found in four 
huge mounds of Japanese boxwood 
(Buxus microphylla var. japonica) , 
which accent the front entrance and 
enhance the front lawn. These plants 
have been gently shaped to create an 
ideally proportioned foil in the angles 
created by the high entrance steps. 
These plants are particularly interesting 
because they are thriving vigorously 
and happily in this exposed northern 
location, yet this is the same plant 

which is the boxwood of choice in 
Charleston, South Carolina, and 
Savannah, Georgia, where it so 
successfully withstands the intense heat 
and humidity of southern summers. 
Indeed, B. microphylla var.japonica is 
a tough and sturdy example of our 
favored genus. 

Information about Boscobel is 
available from Boscobel Restoration , 
Garrison-on-Hudson, New York 10524; 
(914) 265-3638. 

of Buxus. The highlight for a boxwood The formal rose garden is edged with Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa'. 

The original spring house at Boscobel. (Photos: Boscobel 
Restoration, Inc.) 

January 1992 

The entrance to the 19th-century mansion is flanked by 
Buxus microphylla var. japonica. 
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A Visit to Warwick Castle 
Tyra Sexton 

During a recent vacation in England, 
I had the opportunity to spend many 
pleasant hours at Warwick Castle. 
Warwick Castle can be found on the 
way to Banbury, rising above the river 
A von which flows the length of the 
castle grounds. This horticultural 
paradise is composed of a Victorian 
Rose Garden, EtheIneda's Mound (or 
the Norman Mound), Pageant Field, 
Woodland Park, River Island and the 
river Avon. 

As you might guess, a week on the 
castle grounds would still not be 

enough. I immediately clambered to the 
top of the Norman Mound for the most 
breathtaking panoramic view of the tree 
tops with the lazy A von River pointing 
the way to the Cotswolds in the 
distance. The winding descent from the 
mound is bordered by a boxwood hedge 
further adding to the lush growth of 
laurels, rhododendrons and hollies. 
Before descending, I saw exactly where 
I wanted to go next-the Peacock 
Garden. 

The Peacock Garden was aptly 
named, for it is adorned with eight or 

more yew topiary peacocks and a dozen 
real peacocks. It was as if these 
creatures knew the garden was named 
for them . They are the regal residents, 
strolling the grass paths through the 
boxwoods, perched on teak benches, 
drinking from the fountain and to the 
dismay of the gardeners, walking on the 
boxwood edging and dusting them
selves in the perennial beds. 

The gardeners under the direction of 
Stephen Bishop, head gardener, have 
out-foxed these beautiful birds. To keep 
the peacocks out of the boxwood and 

Peacock Garden at lVarwick Castle . (Photos: Tyra Sexton) Boxwood en route to the Norman Mound 

Close -up of boxwood near the Norman 
Mound. 
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Peacock Garden, showing stakes for 
grid to keep peacocks out. 

perennial beds, they have installed an 
elaborate grid pattern of heavywe ight 
fishing line. These lines are attached to 
wooden stakes, just to the inside of the 
boxwood and 18 or so inches above soil 
level, creating a clear fish net over the 
entire planted bed. The lines in no way 
detract from the overall beauty and 
tranquility of the garden. 

So remember, the next time you are 
in England, take a day or two and enjoy 
the castle grounds of Warwick. 

Tyra Sexton is a Director of the 
American Boxwood Society and the 
owner of a landscape design firm in 
Fredericksburg , Virginia 
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ABS Annual Meeting 
The ABS Annual Meeting will be 

held at Blandy Experimental Farm, 
Boyce, Va., on May 13,1992. The 
program will include a Memorial 
Garden tour, business meeting, lunch 
(optional pre-registration or bring your 
own), an educational program and the 
annual auction of named Buxus 
cultivars. 

Directions, details and registration 
forms will be in the April issue of The 
Boxwood Bulletin. 

Auction 
Anyone having named cultivars for the 
boxwood auction (for the benefit of the 
Society), please notify Mr. Dale T. 
Taylor, 105 South Princeton Ave., 
Wenonah, NJ 05090, giving name, size 
and number of plants. Bring them with 
you to the meeting. Plants are most 
convenient to handle in 6-inch to one
gallon containers. Mr. Taylor will 
again serve as our tabulator and he 
needs to prepare his list as far ahead as 
possible. 

55TH Annual Maryland 
House and Garden 
Pilgrimage 
The schedule for 1992 is as follows: 
Sat., Apr. 11 - Wicomico County; Sun., 
Apr. 12 - Worcester County; Sat., Apr. 
25 - Talbot County; Sun., Apr. 26 -
Queen Anne's County; Sat., May 2-
Anne Arundel County; Sun., May 3 -
Baltimore City: Fells Point and Federal 
Hill; Sat., May 9 - Charles County and 
Sat., May 16 - Chevy Chase, Montgom
ery County. 

All tickets are available at Pilgrimage 
Headquarters or may be purchased at 
the first house visited. Gift certificates 
for one day's house tour are available at 
$15.00 from Pilgrimage Headquarters, 
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1105-A Providence Rd., Towson, MD 
21204, (301) 821-6933. Tour books 
will be available after March 15, 1992. 

For a pre-tour copy, send your name, 
address and $2.00 to the above address. 
Proceeds are used for preservation, 
restoration and maintenance of histori
cally important sites in Maryland. 

59th Annual Virginia 
Historic Garden Week 
Mrs. J. Robert Massie, Jr., Editor, 
Guidebook, and Director of Publicity 
has announced that The Garden Club of 
Virginia will celebrate its 59th Historic 
Garden Week Saturday, April 18 
through Sunday, April 26, 1992. 

The following schedule is for areas 
open: Sat., Apr. 18 - Franklin, Hanover 
County; Sun., Apr. 19 - Chatham, 
Fauquier and Loudoun Counties (and 
Apr. 20); Tues., Apr. 21 - Albemarle 
(thm Apr. 25), Freder-icksburg, James 
River Plantations: Belle Air (21st thm 
25th), Berkeley (21st and 22nd), 
Evelynton (21st and 22nd), Shirley 
(21st and 22nd), and Westover (21st 
thru 25th); Lexington, Lynchburg, 
Petersburg, Richmond (21st, 22nd and 
23rd), Virginia Beach and Williams
burg; Wed., Apr. 22 - Brandon (James 
River Plantation) thm 25th, Brunswick 
Co., Hampton-Newport News, 
Harrisonburg, Martinsville, Northern 
Neck; Thurs., Apr. 23 - Danville, 
Tuckahoe (James River Plantation), 
Norfolk; Fri., Apr. 24 - Fairfax, 
Gloucester Co., Suffolk; Sat., Apr. 25 -
Alexandria, Eastern Shore, Orange Co., 
Portsmouth, Roanoke, Staunton, 
Warren Co. and Winchester-Clarke 
(and 26th); Sun., Apr. 26 - Virginia 
Beach-Princess Anne Tour. 

The Garden Club of Virginia publishes 
a guidebook, giving detailed informa
tion about tours for 1992. It may be 
obtained, free of charge, from the 

Historic Garden Week Headquarters, 12 
East Franklin Street, Richmond, V A 
23219, after March I, 1992. Ifre
quested by mail, please remit 52.00 
toward the cost of postage. The 
Historic Garden Week Headquarters 
will assist visitors in making arrange
ments for visits to Virginia. Call (804) 
644-7776 and (804) 643-7141. 

Pesticide Guide 
The ABS received notice that the 
Thomson Publications is offering a 
newly revised pesticide guide for 
ornamentals: Tree, Turf and Ornamen
tal Pesticide Guide. It sells for $16.50 
plus tax. For ordering information, 
contact Thomson Publications, P.O. 
Box 9335, Fresno, CA 93791, or call 
(209) 435-2163, FAX (209) 435-8319. 

Memorial Gifts 
Following a suggestion by one of our 
ABS members, the Board wishes to 
remind the Society's members and 
friends that memorials may be made to 
The American Boxwood Society for the 
further development of the ABS 
Memorial Garden. A card will be sent 
to notify the family of the deceased and 
an acknowledgment card sent to the 
donor. 

Large Boxwood for Sale 
Buxus sempervirens 'Suffmticosa', 13 
feet high by 16 feet across, approxi
mately 170 years old. Will be profes
sionally dug and loaded. Price nego
tiable. Contact Mr. Ted. Phillippi, 1325 
Old Lincoln Highway, Langhorne, Pa. 
19047; (215) 348-4309. 

Mrs. John M. Stetson 
CharIer Member 
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Fall Board Meeting 
October 1991 

The fall meeting of the ABS Board 
of Directors was held on Monday, 
October 21, 1991, at the Colonnade 
Hotel on the campus of the University 
of Virginia, Charlottesville. 

The meeting was called to order at 
10:15 a.m. by President Dale T. Taylor. 
Those in attendance were Mrs. Robert 
L. Frackelton, Vice President; Mrs. 
Joan Butler, Secretary; Mrs. Katherine 
D. Ward, Treasurer; Directors Phillip 
D. Larson and Thomas Saunders; and 
Director ex-officio Dr. Edward F. 
Connor, Director of Blandy Farm. 

The minutes of the spring board 
meeting were approved as printed in 
The Boxwood Bulletin, Vol.,31,No.l, 
p. 12-13. 

The Treasurer reported the follow
ing balances as of October 10, 1991: 
checking account $17,802.47; certifi
cates of deposit $32,412.93 (including 
$15,071.32 allocated to special funds, 
such as the handbook, boxwood 
memorial garden, research, and 
monograph on Buxus). It was agreed to 
approve a budget for 1991-1992 
providing the same level of expendi
tures as in 1990-1991. The two certifi
cates will continue to be rolled over as 
they mature. There was discussion of 
the possibility of publishing the 
monograph as a series of separate 
articles in The Boxwood Bulletin. 

The Boxwood Bulletin: Mrs. 
Frackelton reminded Directors that she 
needs their help, and that they are 
required to submit two articles each 
year. President Taylor proposed the 
inclusion in the January issue of a 
survey questionnaire to elicit members' 
comments about their hopes for the 
Society and what it should be accom
plishing. The Bulletin might include 
specific departments such as scientific 
articles, garden questions, culture and 
care of boxwood, and news of the 
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Society. Discussion followed about the 
advisability of including advertising in 
the Bulletin. It will be necessary to 
consult the Articles of Incorporation 
and by-laws, and to investigate any 
possible tax consequences. Members' 
opinions will be sought in the January 
issue. 

Dr. and Mrs. Mark Braimbridge, 
boxwood growers in England have 
suggested the formation of a European 
or international boxwood society with 
subscriptions to ABS Boxwood Bulletin 
included in its membership. Discussion 
of means and difficulties of sending 
Bulletins overseas led to no firm 
decision. 

Buyer's Guide: The Treasurer 
reported that there is an ample supply 
on hand of the most recent third edition. 

Index,lIandbook,Alonograph: In 
the absence of Registrar Lynn R. 
Batdorf, no report was received. 
Lengthy discussion followed on the 
imperative need to complete a boxwood 
handbook. Much excellent research 
material and cultural advice is on hand 
and must be produced and distributed to 
the public. It was agreed that how-to
grow-boxwood advice and descriptions 
of a few excellent, foolproof cultivars 
should form the nucleus so that a small, 
handy pamphlet could appear promptly. 

Alemorial Garden: Cdr. Larson 
reported on current contents and 
numerous back-up plants for the newly
designed boxwood garden: 7 species, 2 
varieties and 204 cultivars. 

Dr. Cormor explained that the new 
entrance into Blandy Farm will be built 
next spring and summer; the project has 
been offered for bids. Detailed con
struction drawings for the amphitheater 
are being completed this winter. New 
beds have been prepared to receive the 
first boxwoods to be moved out of the 
bowl-shaped amphitheater area. The 

yellowwood trees needed as co
plantings to provide high shade above 
the boxwoods will be purchased this 
year as small plants and allowed to 
increase in size in the nursery so large 
specimens will be available when 
needed, at much lower cost. 

Several needs were mentioned as 
possible aims of ABS donations to the 
garden: grading must be done for the 
west side of the boxwood garden, along 
the roadway, will be first priority. The 
western edge would be done last and 
will be the most expensive: stone walls 
and walks. The work will proceed in 
stages over several stages. Perhaps the 
ABS might participate in increments, 
aiming at the completion of an elegant 
garden to coordinate with the appear
ance of a new comprehensive hand
book. A major fund-raising effort to 
accomplish these two goals might be 
very successful. 

Garden Tour: Director John Boyd 
has been asked to plan a pilgrimage in 
southeastern Virginia. 

Annual Aleeting: The date was set 
tentatively for Tuesday and Wednes
day, May 12-13, 1992. Dr. Connor 
offered to check on the availability of 
the Blandy facilities on those dates. 
Mrs. Ward hoped that a Tuesday 
afternoon program could be offered, 
since many members travel quite a 
distance, and more content to the 
meeting would be an attraction. She 
suggested a workshop, discussion of 
cultural problems and solutions, or a 
members' forum. Members are also 
asked to donate plants to the 1992 
boxwood auction. Lists should be 
mailed to Dale T. Taylor, 105 S. 
Princeton Avenue, Wenonah., New 
Jersey 08090. 

The next board meeting will be held 
in February at a location in central 
Virginia. 
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President Taylor led discussion on 
the possible creation of an endowment 
fund of which the ABS would be the 
ultimate beneficiary; it would allow 
members to set up life annuities or life 
trust funds, make bequests through 
wills, or leave stocks and securities to 
the fund . Usc of its proceeds for ABS 
cxpenditures would be limited solely to 
income produced. 

The preparation of a video tape 
about boxwood was also discussed, 
cither of an educational nature or as a 
promotion for the ABS. 

Additional ideas were shared about 
the difficulty of continuing the Saciety 
as a purely volunteer-staffed organiza
tion. The volume of correspondence 
and requests for publications, as well as 
membership record-keeping has greatly 
increased. One solution would be the 
employment of a part-time curator of 
the boxwood garden and executive 
director of the Society. An administra
tor could meet the public, confer with 
people from the nursery trade, plan 
meetings and work in the garden, 
nursery and propagation. Such a 
position full-time, including required 
benefits might cost as much as $50,000, 
although the salary for a recent gradu
ate from a horticultural school might be 
lower. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:00 
p.m. and members enjoyed lunch from 
the Hotel Colonnade Hotel cafeteria. 
After lunch, members greatly enjoyed a 
tour of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Woltz' 
beautiful boxwood garden. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joan BUller, Secretary 
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Boxwoods o/various sizes and shapes grace the entrance to the Woltz 
home. (Photos: Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton) 

Two tall Buxus sempervirens 'Dee Runk' are the oldest known 
specimens. 
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Cultivar Descriptions at the Memorial Garden 
P. D. Larson 

In managing the ABS Memorial 
Garden, it has been necessary to 
research and record information on 
hundreds of Buxus cuItivars. Below is 
an example, showing the criteria used to 
describe each type: 

NAME: Buxus sempervirens 'West 
Ridgeway' 

SIZE (25 yrs.): Small - 2-1/2 to 3 feet 
high and 2-1/2 to 3 feet wide. 

NATURAL FORM: Spherical 
ANNUAL GROWTH: Slow - 1 to 1-1/2 

inches in height and 1 to 1-1/2 
inches in width 

LEAF COLOR: Medium green 
LEAF SHAPE: Obovate; acute tip 

tending toward rotund, slightly 
retuse; cuneate base 

LEAF SIZE: Small - 1/2 to 5/8 inches 
long and 1/4 to 5/16 inches wide. 

LEAF SURFACE: Glabrous and 
smooth 

INTERNODAL LENGTH: Medium - 5/ 
16 to 3/8 inches 

FLOWERING HABIT: Not observed 
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3.(1. 

HARDINESS: Zones 6-8 
PLANT USE: Specimen, grouping for 

background and area separations, 
edgings, hedgings 

REGISTRATION: Not registered 
HISTORY: The parent clone was found 

in the West Ridgeway Cemetery in 
the town of Ridgeway, Orleans 

County, western New York. Dr. 
Benjamin Blackburn of 
Willowwood Arboretum in 1986 
said that he had watched and 
admired it for many years and 
believed the plants may have dated 
to the early 1800s and possibly 
1790s. Both Dr. Blackburn and Dr. 
Henry Skinner of the National 
Arboretum believed the plant might 
well have been from a mutation of 
Buxus sempervirens :Suffruticosa'. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: The Boxwood 
Bulletin, Vol. 26(1):18, July 1986 

KNOWN LOCATIONS: U.S. National 
Arboretum and Orland E. White 
Arboretum, the State Arboretum of 
Virginia at Blandy Experimental 
Farm 

ADDITIONAL DATA: [Information 
on culture and care; diseases; 
propagation] 

P. D. Larson is a Director of the ABS 
and Chairman of the Memorial Garden 
Committee 

January 1992 



Annual Statement of Ownership, Management, and Circulation 

1. Filing Date: October 2, 1991 
2. Title of publication: The Boxwood Bulletin 
3. Frequency of issue: Quarterly 
4. Complete mailing address of office of publication: 

P.O. Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620 
5. Complete mailing address of the headquarters or general business offices of the 

publishers: 
The American Boxwood Society 
P.O. Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620 

6. Names and addresses of Publisher, Editor, and Managing Editor: 

7. Owner: 

Publisher: The American Boxwood Society, P.O. 
Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620 

Editor: John S. McCarthy 
345 Gray Ave. 

Managing Editor: 
St. Louis, Mo. 63119 
Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
1714 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg, Va. 22401 
The American Boxwood Society 
P.O. Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620 
(Incorporated, non-stock, non-profit 
corporation) 

8. Known bondholders, mortgagees, and other security holders owning or holding 1 
percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages, or other securities: 

None 




	Contents
	ABS Announces Tenth Garden Tour
	Snowden-A Garden Renewal Begun
	BSMW's 1991 Outing
	Keence Garden in Florissant, Missouri
	Buxus rnicrophylla 'Quiet End' Registered
	Boscobel on the Hudson
	A Visit to Warwick Castle
	Notices
	News of the Society
	Cultivar Descriptions

