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Watching the Box 
Susan Condor 

[Elizabeth Braimbridge has done 
more than anyone in Britain to 
promote the popularity of box. Susan 
Condor beats a path to her nursery 
door. Reprinted by permissionjrom 
Gardens Illustrated.] 

Turning into the sign1css, pot
holed track that leaves the B2070 on 
the borders of Hampshire and Sussex 
requires a leap of faith. When the 
half-mile-long track, bordered by 
bracken, birch, pine and oak, quickly 
changes from tarmac to earth, you 
could be forgiven for thinking you 
were lost. Just at the point of despair, 
however, a modest sign points the 
way to the five-acre Langley Box
wood Nursery. 

This extraordinary establishment, 
the creation of Elizabeth Braimbridge 
and her husband Mark, is only 10 
years old, yet is the largest specialist 
box nursery in the UK and holder of a 
National Collection of Buxus. 

Elizabeth used to work in PR and 
in the mergers and acquisitions 
business, but was always fascinated 
by plants. "I could almost recite 
Hillier's Manual backwards," she 
says. Some years ago, when looking 
for box for her London garden, she 
found only Clifton Nursery stocked 
reasonable supplies. "Conifers and 
rhododendrons were the popular 
evergreens for shrubberies," she 
recalls. "Box was the forgotten 
plant." The genus quickly became an 
obsession, and when a business 
colleague offered her a couple of 
acres to grow box on the Langley 
Court Estate she jumped at the 
chance. She originally saw it as a 10-
year project to coincide with her 
husband's retirement and provide him 
with "a little hobby." At first, she 
would commute from London three 
days a week. Gradually the balance 
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changed and now they tend to live at 
the nursery during the week, and one 
or both go up to London at weekends. 

The nursery's site in the grounds 
of an old estate is magnificent and 
slightly mysterious "rather like a 
Sleeping Beauty setting," as Elizabeth 
puts it. The roofs and chimneys of a 
stately mansion, dating back to 
Elizabethan times, form an incongru
ous backdrop for a cluster of Cana
dian, single-story cedar chalets -
former dormitories for the long-gone, 
smart girls' school that once owned 
the estate. 

Much of the nursery is dominated 
by the high sandstone walls of the 
main house's one-acre walled garden, 
tended by the kindly Alfred Draper. 
He began gardening in 1929 and is 
the last remaining gardener of the 20 
or more who once worked on the 
estate. Though the walled garden is 
mainly filled with his fruits, veg
etables and flowers, with which he is 
exceedingly generous, young Buxus 
sempervirens 'Elegantissima' also 
thrives inside the walls. Outside, 
borders and raised beds of specimen 
and stock plants also benefit from its 
shelter, and a light cover of woodland 
trees protects the box from frost and 
excessive sun. A tidy network of 
straight paths connects a collection of 
sheds, tunnels, various sand beds, 
heeling-in and exhibition beds, before 
fields of topiary and larger hedging 
plants end with the London to 
Portsmouth railway line. 

The soil-poor, light, sandy, acid 
loam-is free draining, essential for 
box. It was enriched soon after 
Elizabeth and Mark arrived with lorry 
loads of spent mushroom compost. At 
first Elizabeth bought in plants, 
begging others from botanic gardens, 
to provide cuttings; in the days before 
the National Council for the Conser-

vation and Protection of Plants and 
Gardens there was no mechanism by 
which botanic gardens could distrib
ute material for commercial use. 

Elizabeth wanted to create as 
complete a collection of all existing 
box as possible-a library of box. In 
the early days she received a great 
deal of help from the American 
Boxwood Society. "It's been the 
moving force behind boxwood 
development over the years, when 
nothing's been happening with it here 
at all." 

Her search for new species took 
her all over the world, from sub
Arctic climates to tropical Africa. 
One of her most exciting experiences 
was finding wild Japanese box 
growing 1,800 m above sea level on 
the snowy slopes of the island of 
Yakushima, a "botanist's paradise" 
off the south-west toe of Japan. 
"When you see a plant only in 
cultivated conditions and then you see 
it growing in its native habitat, it's 
often full of contradictions," she says. 
"We tend to think box likes X, Y and 
Z conditions, and there you find it 
growing natively in totally different 
conditions. It teaches you a lot about 
its adaptability." 

Surprisingly, Cuba and China arc 
the two main centres of the world's 
80 or so species of box. Cuba con
tains 34 native species alone. When
ever she goes to a new country, she 
visits its botanic gardens, and 
searches for box in the wild. She is 
passionately committed to promoting 
and conserving the genus, recently 
persuading the Cuban government to 
set up a box arboretum at the Jardin 
Botanico Nacional in Havana. "They 
had no idea how important box is 
horticulturally in Europe, and so no 
idea how important scientifically their 
enormous chunk of boxwood species 
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are. In Cuba they grow in tiny 
localised areas. In a few square feet 
you'll find the entire species growing 
by an overshadowed stream, so it 
could easily be wiped out." 

The ranks and sheer numbers of 
topiary-trained boxes gives the 
Brainbridge's nursery a surreal 
quality. Some topiary, including 
traditional royal crowns, jugs, teddy 
bears and tiered balls, is imported 
from Holland; others are grown and 
trained by the nursery. 

When Elizabeth first became 
interested in box, its poor image, she 
feels, was due to its association with 
dull Victorian shrubberies and its lack 
of vivid colour. As a native plant, it 
was being taken for granted and 
neglected, unlike in America, where 
the first settlers nurtured box cuttings 
taken from the Old World to the New, 
selecting forms with outstanding 
natural grace. "Americans don't like 
stiffly-clipped stuff, they like it to be 
a natural shape," she observes. "Most 
people in Britain wouldn't know how 
a box tree will grow left to its own 
devices, because they've only seen it 
clipped." In England, box became a 
victim of the War and the austerity 
that followed, when a shortage of 
cheap labour and herbicides made 
maintenance of formally-clipped box 
difficult. 

Things are different now and 
people have rediscovered the virtues 
of box: its silky texture and smooth, 
hard wood; its intense regenerative 
quality; and its ability to provide a 
permanent, evergreen structure to a 
garden. Not all box are slow growing, 
either. Some grow 1.5 m (5 ft) or 
more in nine years. 

The scent reminds many people of 
playing in their grandmother's garden 
as children, whereas others find it 
rather foxy. "Box smells differently 
according to the weather," Elizabeth 
says, "much sharper in winter. In the 
summer, it has a quite soft, mown hay 
scent-that's the one that people 
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love. The Belgians call it the fra
grance of God." 

Like any proud mother, Elizabeth 
wants box to give a good account of 
itself and promotes its potential as a 
shrub in its own right-not just 
hedging by the metre. She is quick to 
point out that there is box for almost 
any situation, from the prostrate 
forms suitable for dry shade under 
trees to massive topiaries. Slightly 
tender species, such as the bamboo
like Buxus harlandii, may well be 
ideal for conservatories. And al
though her favorites are the more 
curious forms, rather like odd-looking 
children, she also loves the traditional 
edging box, Buxus sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa' . 

Having introduced well over a 
dozen new cultivars, mainly from 
America, they intend to launch B uxus 
sempervirens 'Blauer Heinz', a 
compact, low-upkeep cultivar with 
glaucous blue-green leaves, originally 
from Herreilhausen, the magnificent 
baroque garden in Hanover developed 
in 1680 by Sophie, Electress of 
Hanover. And Langley Nursery is 
still the only British source for the 
columnar American form 'Green
peace'. 

Box is the raw material of fantasy, 
and of fun as well as formality. 
Elizabeth intends to create two 
lifesize, riderless topiary motorcycles 
in the orchard that doubles as a car 
park, perhaps incorporating gleaming 
metal tubes. She's already created a 
life-sized Maserati topiary for Nick 
Mason, the drummer of Pink Floyd, 
and her most recent commission was 
a topiary sculpture of Blossom, 
someone's beloved Dandie Dinmont 
family dog. "People love to stroke 
box - it's a very tactile plant," she 
says .. 

Elizabeth's ready-made topiaries 
range from mini-standards and micro
standards on 5 cm stems, to towering 
spirals 1.8 m or more high. Reversing 
the earlier trend, the nursery is now 

exporting to Germany, Belgium and 
Holland, and as far away as New 
Zealand and Dallas, Texas. 

Box is nearly always rooted from 
cuttings, like a relay baton handed 
from the past, and a young plant can 
have a history that in theory stretches 
back centuries. 

Once a "cottage-and-castle" plant, 
like the Madonna lily, and found in 
grand and humble gardens alike, 
Elizabeth hopes to get beyond its 
slightly chi-chi image to reach the 
majority of ordinary gardeners. 
"People have suddenly realised it's 
there, and I don't think it'll ever get 
forgotten again." Certainly not, if she 
has anything to do with it. 

Permission was granted to reprint 
this copyright article from Issue 12 of 
Gardens Illustrated where itfirst 
appeared. There is no charge for the 
permission, which is to reprint only 
once in The Boxwood Bulletin and 
does not extend to reprints or runons 
of the article. (The ABS will send to 
Gardens Illustrated two copies of the 
Bulletin in which the article appears.) 

Subscriptions to Gardens Illus
trated are available from Fenner, 
Reed & Jackson, P.O. Box 754, 
Manhasset, NY 10030-0754, (516) 
627-3836,fax (516) 627-1972, at the 
price of $40 for one year (six issues). 

(As it was impossible to copy the 
outstanding photographs by Georgia 
Glynn Smith, which accompanied the 
original article, two similar ones 
from ABS files are on the opposite 
page.) 
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Some topiary forms at Langley Boxwood Nursery. A boxwood rooster at Langley Boxwood Nursery. 

Update on the Princess Anne Boxwood Gardens 
Bob and Hazel Dykes 

The April 1991 issue of The 
Boxwood Bulletin carried an article 
by Sarah Henderson about the 
Boxwood Garden in Princess Anne, 
Maryland. The Boxwood Garden has 
been looked on as a gem of Princess 
Anne since the 1840s. The garden is a 
90-foot square with numerous 
parterres lined with Buxus semper
virens 'Suffruticosa' and containing a 
variety of interesting and colorful 
spring bulbs and perennials inter
spersed among the boxwoods. This 
combination makes a beautiful garden 
full of color, particularly in the 
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spring, and is one of the attractions 
that draws horticulture and history 
enthusiasts to Somerset County every 
year. 

Princess Anne is the county seat of 
Somerset County which was estab
lished in 1666. At this time the 
county extended from the Chesapeake 
Bay to the Atlantic Ocean and north 
into what is now part of Delaware. In 
1742, Somerset's size was consider
ably reduced by the establishment of 
Worcester County, and again in 1867 
Somerset lost more land to the 
creation of Wicomico County. The 

county as it stands today still has 
many beautiful old homes, mostly on 
the water, and many with boxwoods 
as a foundation of the landscaping. 

Princess Anne's Boxwood Garden 
itself has quite a history. The garden 
was planted by General George 
Handy and his wife around 1843. The 
property remained in the Handy 
family through 1910. In this year, 
Elizabeth Handy Gale financed the 
construction of a two-story frame 
house on the east side of the lot, 
bordering on Beechwood Street just 
three years before her death. This 
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house still stands on the property. 
The garden was apparently quite 

well maintained for the first hundred 
years of its life, but in the 1940s 
wartime and illness prevented the 
constant attention required to main
tain the original Victorian design. 
When the property was purchased by 
Mrs. Aurine Morsell in 1986, she 
brought a renewed interest to the old 
garden investing money, energy, and 
time in its restoration. By this time, 
the boxwood had reached a height of 
7 or 8 feet, and the original design 
was indiscernible. Mrs. Morsell 
engaged a Ms. K. T. Brown, a 
graduate horticulturist, to undertake 
the restoration project. Brown's first 
step was to bring in men with chain 
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saws to cut the thick stems of the 
ancient boxwoods and trucks to haul 
away the slash. The boxwood were 
reduced to about half of their height 
with the first cutting. Two more 
cuttings brought the plants to their 
current height of roughly three feet, 
which was still a foot higher than K. 
T . Brown's original goal. 

Also in the garden are two Temple 
or Japanese Cedars which were at one 
time listed in the Book ojChampions 
as the largest trees of this type in the 
State of Maryland. The size of the 
cedars restricted air and sunlight 
access by the boxwood, so the trees 
were trimmed back, under Brown's 
guidance, but not removed. With 
these changes, new growth started to 

appear on the boxwood, and the 
plants began their recovery. 

About 1987 a new member was 
added to the restoration team when 
Maggie Keeney joined the effort. 
Some time later, K. T. Brown moved 
out of the area, and Ms. Keeney has 
been doing an excellent job of caring 
for the gardens for the past eight 
years. She has considerable knowl
edge and is totally dedicated. She is 
one of the most delightful persons 
this writer has ever met, and is a 
docent for the gardens during Olde 
Princess Anne Days held in October 
each year. She has been presented 
with a copy of the ABS Handbook, 
signed by Lynn R. Batdorf, a fact 
which delighted Ms. Keeney. 
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The 90-foot square making up Princess Anne's famous Boxwood Gardens is bordered by Somerset A venue and 
Washington Street. The central square contains an antique Victorian urn selected by Mrs. Morsellto complement the 
design of the garden. The parterre design includes what are called "bow-ties" (number 1) containing whiteflowering 
plants including an unusual Japanese Anemone, which Maggie Keeney says is in bloomfor Olde Princess Anne Days 
every October. "Ha/fmoons" (number 2) edge the allies which constitute the inner square, each with its own color 
scheme. Keeney says the summer colors are enhanced by the blooming of crape myrtles in deep pink, pale pink, white, 
and lavender. But spring, she says, is the most colorful season, with camellias, dogwoods, azaleas, columbines and 
spring bulbs producing an ever-changing kaleidoscope of color. (Drawing: Sandra Dykes McKenna) 

October 1995 27 



Bob and Hazel Dykes, American Boxwood Society members from Delmar, Maryland, stand wilh horticulturist Maggie 
Keeney before the antique Victorian urn which marks the center of Princess Anne's Boxwood Garden. The garden, 
planted in 1842 by General and Mrs. George Handy, has been undergoing restoration efforts for the last nine years. 
The original Victorian design is once again evident to visitors who wander the maze of allies throughout the garden. 

28 

1930 photograph of 
Princess Anne Boxwood 
Gardens, which were 
orig inally planted in 1853. 
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Maggie Keeney continued to work 
closely with Mrs. Morsell on the 
restoration and maintenance of the 
garden until, according to friend and 
neighbor, Mr. Vernon Tompkins, 
Mrs. Morsell became very ill and 
could not direct any more of the 
restoration. Tompkins said one of the 
last things she did before her death 
was to sign the necessary papers 
pUlling the gardens in the Maryland 
Historical Trust. Visitors will now 
find a historical plaque on Somerset 

Avenue marking the garden. 
Since Mrs. Morsell 's death, Ms. 

Keeney has maintained the garden'for 
the estate. To those of us who 
appreciate boxwood and the unique
ness of this garden, it is unfortunate 
that the estate heirs do not have the 
keen interest in restoring and main
taining this historical treasure that 
Mrs. Morsell had. Historical groups 
in Somerset County are a lillIe 
apprehensive for the future of the 
Boxwood Garden and are hoping that 

the property will be acquired by 
someone as dedicated to the preserva
tion of this unusual garden as was 
Mrs. Morsell. 

As of this writing, the garden is 
still alive and well. It will be open 10 

the public on Olde Princess Anne 
Days, Saturday and Sunday, October 
14 and 15 

Mr. and Mrs. Dykes of Delmar, 
Maryland, have been members o/ llie 
ABS since 1989. 

Report from a German Boxwood Garden 
Translated and edited by ABS Board member Sigrid Harriman 

[Many may not be aware that The 
American Boxwood Society has a 
growing and enthusiastic interna
tional membership. this was clearly 
demonstrated by correspondence 
received from Mrs . Regina Boehm 
and Mr. Wolfgang Kahnert/rom the 
small town of Meltmann in 
Germany's North-Rhine Westfalia . 
Mrs . Boehmfirst approached the 
Society's Secretary, Joan B wier, 
asking for clarification of proper 
nomenclature of some of her Buxus 
species she had been collecting and 
not been alJle to identify properly. 

Following is a free translation of 
her detailed report and a number of 
interesting photographs of what must 
be an extensive boxwood garden.] 

More than ten years ago Regina 
Boehm and Wolfgang Kohnert 
bought a rather ancient half-timbered 
farmhouse on the edge of the famous 
Neander valley, located between 
Duesseldorf and Wuppcrtal in North
Rhine Westfalia. (During quarry work 
in 1856 the remains of Homo sapiens 
neanderthalensis were found in this 
valley, the' Neandertal'. They were 
the first major findings of man's 
prehistoric ancestors.) 

A Franconian selllement existed 
around 1387 on the site of the earlier A knot-parterre with several Buxus cultivars. 
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Aerial view of Regina 
Boehm/Wolfgang Kohnert 
house and garden. 
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smallish estate; a fact that could be 
authenticated by the new owners. 

Although the first years were 
largely spent renovating the house, 
planning began immediately to create 
the garden. Less than half of the 
property, about 1.5 acres, became the 
"house garden"; the remaining 
ground is a meadow with fruit trees 
and a pond creating a complete 
ecosystem. 

The first step in planning their 
garden was to divide it into different 
rooms. Taxus hedges form the outer 
structure for the entire garden, broken 
by a Rhododendron and Azalea belt, a 
rock garden, and some hardy founda
tion plantings. A "formal country 
garden" was to become the main 
focal point. 

Buxus was used in the construction 
of the formal country garden to 
delineate beds and walk ways. To 
begin with several hundred feet of 
Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa ' 
were planted. Formal and classical 
edging configurations were combined 
with modern shapes. Thus, an 
individualized quarter-acre boxwood 
garden was created in letter-case 
fashion [letter-case refers to the 
typese tter 's case of individual letters 
used for type setting by hand in old
fashioned printing shops]. This 
pattern created numerous rooms for 
herbs and flowers. The garden also 
contains a knot-parterre, a playful 
design with different Buxus cultivars 
inspired by several visits to British 
gardens. 

As soon as Regina and Wolfgang 
realized how many boxwood plant
ings were needed for the formal 
country garden and how difficult it 
was to find large numbers at a good 
price, they became acutely interested 
in boxwood, spared no effort, and 
visited every known boxwood grower 
in England, Germany, and the 
Netherlands. They were intrigued by 
the great variety of Buxus species but 
also discovered great confusion in the 
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The 'formal country garden." 

Letter-case fashioned boxwood garden. 

nomenclature of specific cultivars
even among experts. Reliable current 
German language literature seems to 
be lacking. The search for boxwood 
plants near and far resulted in a 
sizable collection of many boxwood 
cultivars. Occasionally they were able 
to get cuttings from rare cuItivars and 
some well-meaning friendly garden
ers donated mature , 20- to 30-year old 
plants for their growing collection. 
They believe that their present 
collection consists of about 120-130 
different species and cultivars. 

The first attempt to bring order to 
their boxwood collection was a 
spreadsheet inventory of all boxwood 
plantings. The inventory is arranged 
vertically by genus, species, cultivar, 
hybrid, or variety, and lists horizon
tally the coded sources and acquisi
tion date, type of planting, e.g., 
cutting, or small plant, and whether 
used as specimen or not, and a note 
column leaves space for comments, 
etc. A meeting with two nursery 
owners was planned in Heidelberg 
during the summer of 1995 to clarify 
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Edging boxwood trimmed and others allowed to grow naturally. 

Variegated boxwood in knot-parterre. (Photos: Regina Boehm) 

some existing confusion. Regina and 
Wolfgang expect that the information 
collected from Joan Butler, and the 
Buxus Registration List of The 
American Boxwood Society will also 
be very helpful. (In addition, a copy 
of the Boxwood Handbook has been 
sent to Mrs. Boehm by the translator.) 

All known winter-hardy boxwood 
cultivars are present in the garden. 
After determining the best place for a 
plant, the loess-loam soil is enriched 
with sand, peat, compost, and dung. 
Most new plants respond excellently. 
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Mild winters with temperatures rarely 
below O°F during the last ten years 
have helped to attain a high success 
rate of all new plantings. Only minor 
frost damage was observed in Buxus 
balearica and Buxus microphylla var. 
japonica. Cold winters in northern 
Germany, however, might have 
temperatures to -15°F. More acute 
problems with standing water are to 
be feared, because there is much rain 
during the fall and winter months. 
Other problems are various lice 
infestations caused by thl' proximity 

of the Taxus hedges. 
The majority of edging plants, 

trimmed accordingly, are Buxus 
sempervirens, Buxus sempervirens 
'Aurea Maculata'. Buxus 
sempervirens 'Blauer Heinz', Buxus 
sempervirens 'Herrenhausen' , B uxus 
sempervirens 'Rolundifolia'. Buxus 
sempervirens 'Suffruticosa ' . Buxus 
sempervirens 'Variegata', and Buxus 
sinica 'Winter Beauty'. Other 
boxwood types are either allowed 10 

grow naturally or tested for their 
tolerance to pruning and topiary 
designs. 

Companion plantings in the formal 
country garden consist of herbs such 
as sage, sorrel, mint, fennel, and 
rosemary. Flowering plantings used 
are mostly aster, astilbe, columbine, 
geranium, day lilies, larkspur, lupine, 
nettle, peony, phlox, poppy, rose, 
spurge, thistle. and many more. Trees 
for the entil": garden form the over
head structure and provide shade and 
shelter to all plantings below. Beech, 
Catalpa, Ginkgo, Liriodendron, locust 
and black locust, maple, oak, and 
willow can be found together with 
assorted fruit and nut trees. Other 
plant combinations are hosta, orna
mental grasses and flowering shrubs. 

Regina and Wolfgang feel that 
their garden is sLill in the making and 
that their description may provide the 
reader with an overview and generate 
interest. They have many plans for 
their garden's future and would be 
delighted to find Olller enthusiastic 
gardeners to exchange ideas with. 
They have enclosed a three-year old 
aerial photo of their property and arc 
plarming to do a base and planting 
plan during the forthcoming winter 
months. 
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The Dodge Room Pocket Garden 
College of William and Mary 
Martha Armstrong 

The original Phi Beta Kappa 
Memorial Hall at the College of 
William and Mary was built about 
1925 and the auditorium wing burned 
in late 1953. Phi Beta Kappa "#2," 
buill on the new campus was first 
used in 1957. (Phi Beta Kappa dates 
to the early days of the College of 
William and Mary.) 

About 1985 an unused court 
between Andrews Hall (the Fine Arts 
Building), the Phi Beta Kappa 
Memorial Hall Auditorium and the 
Dodge Room was chosen as a project 
for the Williamsburg Garden Club. 
This became the Dodge Room Pocket 
Garden. 

White crape myrtle (Lagerstro
emia indicia) and Japanese maple 
from the Baldwin Collection on 
campus were moved in. With a green 
and white theme, trellises were 
planted with a Clematis chrysocoma 

Clematis chrysocoma var. sericea in 
bloom. (Photos: Martha Armstrong) 
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White azaleas with an edging row o[B. microphylla 'Compacta' . A Japanese 
maple is in the background. 
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Crape myrtle in bloom in the Pocket Garden, with 
Clematis chrysocoma var. sericea on trellises. 

Crape myrtle on the campus o/the College o/William 
and Mary, tagged/or moving. 

var. sericea. A fragrant Viburnum 
carlesii and white Hyacinths add 
interest to that side of the garden in 
spring. On the opposite side Buxus 
microphylla 'Compacta' were planted 
with white Azaleas behind them. 

Of special interest are the Buxus 
microphylla 'Compacta' because of 
the stories behind them. They came 
from the Armstrong and Stetson 
gardens. 

Sally Stetson, a Charter Member 
of the Williamsburg Garden Club, is 
credited with introducing Buxus 
microphylla 'Compacta' to Williams
burg. She and her husband, John, 
arrived in Williamsburg in the late 
I 920s, where he taught math at the 
College of William and Mary. 
Daffodils were his speciality. She was 
a landscape architect and was for 
many years editor of the Garden Club 
o/Virginia Journal, a position she 
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held until she was almost 90. Follow
ing Mrs. Stetson's death , the College 
purchased the Stetson property. The 
garden is being cared for by volun
teers and college help. Brick walks 
have been uncovered and many of her 
favorite plants remain, among them 
Buxus microphylla 'Compacta', B. 
harlandi and Heleborus orientalis. 

Martha Armstrong and her 
husband, Alfred, tried to save 
plantings of Buxus microphylla 
'Compacta' at the time of the fire at 
the Phi Beta Kappa Memorial Hall in 
1953. A fire wall prevented the 
complete destruction of the building, 
leaving the Dodge and Apollo rooms 
to be restored. The building. renamed 
Ewell Hall, is now used by the 
administration. "The curious" 
gathered to watch the fire and 
trampled the Buxus microphylla 
'Compacta' located at one end of the 

Baldwin Boxwood Triangle, just off 
Jamestown Road. Unable to protect 
the plants, the Armstrongs gathered 
up the breakings and took them home 
to rool. A dozen of these plants were 
added to a border in 1961. 

From these plants, many cUllings 
have produced mature boxwood for 
the Armstrong garden and have been 
shared with friends and the Pocket 
Garden. 

Crape myrtle, balled and burlapped 
for moving. 
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B. microphylla 'Compacta' planted in 1961 from cuttings 
of pieces broken IN the 1953 fire . The plant on the left has 
bccf/taken over by a "sport" .. the one at right is 23" high. 

A smaller back hoe had to be used because the first 
one could not fit between columns. 

Japanese maple being dug . Japanese maple being planted. 

America's Largest Open House 
Historic Garden Week in Virginia Scheduled for April 1996 
Suzanne Munson 

The owners of more than 250 of 
Virginia's most beautiful properties 
will open their doors and garden gates 
April 20-27 for America's largest 
house and garden tour program. 

36 

Three dozen separate tours are 
planned from the state's majestic 
highlands to its scenic coast during 
Historic Garden Week in Virginia. 
The program is the oldest and largest 

statewide event of its kind. Sponsored 
by member clubs of The Garden Club 
of Virginia, Garden Week tours 
benefit the restoration of historic 
gardens and grounds throughout 

October 1995 



Virginia. 
In keeping with their state's rich 

heritage as America's first colony, 
Virginians have lovingly maintained 
and restored some of the finest manor 
houses and gardens of the 17th and 
18th centuries. Many of these will be 
open during Garden Week, along 
with outstanding Victorian-era and 
20th-century properties. Tour loca
tions range from sophisticated city 
town houses with charming pocket 
gardens to expansive horse and cattle 
farms in Virginia's verdant country
side. 

More than 40,000 visitors from 
across the United States and from 
many foreign countries attend Garden 
Week tours. The program celebrates 
its 63rd season in 1996. 

Garden Week tours are popular for 
offering a variety of exciting ideas for 
decorating and gardening, lovely 
antiques and artwork, interesting 
collections, and delightful flower 
arrangements designed for each house 
by Garden Club members. 

The Winchester-Clarke Garden 
Club's tour (Saturday, April 20, and 
Sunday, April 21) takes visitors to 
exceptional 18th-, 19th- and 20th
century properties in the historic 
Millwood village area, nestled in the 
rural Blue Ridge Mountains. The tour 
also includes a look at the inner 

CORRESPONDENCE 

workings of the ancient Burwell
Morgan Mill and tea at the magnifi
cent 18th-century Carter Hall estate, 
now used as the headquarters of 
Project Hope. Nearby, the Fauquier
Loudoun program (Sunday, April 21, 
and Monday, April 22) showcases 
large estates deep in Virginia's 
beautiful horse country. 

Historic houses and gardens 
associated with the families of 
George Washington, Robert E. Lee, 
Thomas Jefferson, and many other 
notable Virginians will be open 
throughout the state during Garden 
Week. 

Properties with sweeping ocean 
and riverfront views will be featured 
on a variety of tours in the state's 
Tidewater area. The event in Virginia 
Beach on Sunday, April 21, offers a 
leisurely luncheon cruise on the 
lovely Linkhorn Bay. 

Richmond's three tours will 
include charming Victorian-era 
summer retreats in the Old Bon Air 
district (Wednesday, April 24) as well 
as some of the region's frnest 20th
century houses and gardens in the 
city's West End area (Tuesday, April 
23, and Thursday, April 25). 

Another highlight of next year's 
program will be the house and garden 
of Georgia Vance, featured on the 
Staunton-area tour Saturday, April 

B. microphylla 'Helen Whiting' Thrives 

Mr. Donald Ransone Taylor writes 
that he was sorry to have missed the 
Annual Meetings of ABS in Wil
liamsburg as he was interested in Dr. 
Baldwin' s work with boxwood, Dr. 
Baldwin having been there when he 
atlended the College of William and 
Mary. 

Mr. Taylor was Director at Gun
ston Hall in 1984 when he gave a talk 
on the boxwood there at the Annual 
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Meeting of The American Box wood 
Society, held at BJandy Farm. He 
received a rooted cutting of B. 
microphylla ' Helen Whiting ' which 
has thrived and now is happy in New 
Bern, NC. (See Mr. Taylor's photo.) 

Mr. Taylor has made cuttings from 
this plant and hopes to bring one or 
two for the auction at the Annual 
Meeting in Charlottesville May 24-
25, 1996. 

27 . Mrs. Vance is an internationally 
recognized craftsman, author and 
lecturer in the art of dried flower 
arrangement, whose floral designs 
enhance U.S. State Department 
events in Washington, D.C. Her 
handsome 1850s home and superb 
garden will be among many outstand
ing properties open on tours in 1996 
throughout Virginia 's picturesque 
Shenandoah Valley. 

Block tickets for individual tours 
typically range from $8 to $15. 
Individual house admission prices 
range from $2 to $5. While the tours 
are self-guided, local shuttle bus 
transportation is offered at several 
locations. Home-made lunches and 
refreshments will be prepared by 
local church organizations and other 
groups on tour days. 

A brochure listing dates and 
localities of 1996 Garden Week tours 
is available now. A detailed, 200-
page guidebook will be obtainable in 
March by mailing a $3 donation for 
postage to Historic Garden Week, 12 
E. Franklin St., Richmond, V A 
23219. Garden Week information 
may also be obtained by calling (804) 
644-7776. Information about hotels, 
restaurants, and other travel arrange
ments can be obtained by calling the 
Virginia Division of Tourism, (804) 
786-2051. 
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In Memoriam 
John Bemis Veach 

His many friends will be 
saddened by the news of the 
passing of John Bemis Veach on 
June 15 , 1995 at the age of95. 
He and his wife Jane had 
attended ABS tours, but in more 
recent years were unable to 
travel. However, he maint ained 
an interest in the soc iety and 
provided the material for the 
piece about hi s home in Ashe
v i~1e (The Boxwood Bullelin, 
Vol. 30, No.3, pp. 40-41) and 
about Lakewold Gardens (Vol. 
31, No. 2, pp. 31-32). 

One testimonial quoted: "He 
contributed more in the way of 
public serv ice than most. .. up to 
the last few days before he died . 
To be that active in his mid-90s 
speaks volumes for his energy 
and love for helping those in his 
community ." 

Changes in Area Codes 
Effective Jul y 1995 certain area 

codes were changed from 703 to 540. 
The new numbers are: 
Secretary - Mrs Butler 

(540) 665-5879 
Treasurer - Mrs. Ward 

(540) 939-4646 
Director, Ex-Officio - Dr. Connor 

(540) 837-1758 (at Blandy) 
Director - Mrs. Frackelton 

(540) 373-7975 
Director - Mrs. Harriman 

(540) 372-6991 
Director - Mrs. Sexton 

(540) 373-9425 
Direc tor - Mr. Zapton 

(540) 249-5281 
This changes directory informa

tion on the back of the July 1995 
issue of The Boxwood Bullelin. 
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Leafminer Defoliation 

Mrs. R. L. FrackelLOn has submilled a phOlO of B . sempcrvirens 'Pullman' 
showing damage from leaf miner, a boxwood pesl described on pp. 61,63-66 
of the ABS Boxwood Handbook. The handbook is available for $15 poslpaid 
from Mrs. K. D. Ward, ABS Treasurer, HeR 60, Box 41-T, Deerfield, VA 
14432-9718. 

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

National Meeting of 
AABGA July 22-26 

Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf, an ABS 
Director, was one of five speakers for 
the North American Plant Consortium 
(NAPC) at the meeting of the Ameri
can Association of Botanic Gardens 
and Arboreta in Montreal, Canada. 
There were 500 attendees, direc tors 
and curators, and more international 
allendees than before at the meeting. 

Mr. Batdorf spoke on the box
wood collection at the National 
Arboretum and the process he went 
through to have the collection named 
National Collec tion . He defined the 
NAPC, and the importance of hav ing 
a National Collection for documenta
tion , preservation and distribution of 
cUllings. 

Boxwood Handbook 
Signing 

The Friends of the National 
Arboretum arranged a book signing 
on June 27,1995 for the Boxwood 
Handbook. 

It was allended by the Pres ident of 
FONA, Doreen Hami lton and the 
Executive Director, Lisa Wilson, as 
well as Arboretum staff and locall y 
interested boxwood enthusiasts and 
friends. 

Author/editor Mr. Lynn Batdorf 
was kept busy signing, and then made 
a slide presentation of material from 
the Handbook. Rain kept part of the 
group from touring the Boxwood 
Collection. 
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'The Seasona{ (jarcfener 
Practical tips for boxwood enthusiasts from Society members 

Two-for-One Split 

Last year I had an unattractive doublc-trunked 
Buxus microphylla 'John Baldwin'. Undaunted, I 
took saw in hand and divided it. 

Each of the pieces was then pOlled in a plastic pot. 
(In the photo below, the boxwooJ in the back
ground is Buxus microphylla var. japonica, its open 
habit complementing the fence.) 

The plastic pots were then set in terra cOlta pots and 
the tops covered with moss. Double pOlling allows 
the inner pot to be lifted and set in mulch over 
winter, then reset in terra cotta when the weather 
warms. TIle moss is cosmetic. 

A year later two vigorous BIL",(us microphylla 'John 
Baldwin' were growing well on the back steps. (A 
healthy specimen of B. sinica var. insularis 'Tide 
Hill' is growing beside the steps and the third pot 
contains a small B. microphylla 'Creepy'.) 

Martha Armstrong 




	Contents
	Watching the Box
	Update on the Princess Anne Boxwood Gardens
	Report from a German Boxwood Garden
	The Dodge Room Pocket Garden
	Correspondence
	News of the Society
	The Seasonal Gardener

