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lanceolata on the left contrasts with the lush dense boxwood. See story on page 69. (Photo : Virginia R. Weiler) 
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ABS Annual Meeting Scheduled for May 24-25, 1996 
at Charlottesville, Virginia 

Join us in Charlottesville, May 24-
25 to meet the renowned English 
horticulturist, Elizabeth Braimbridge 
and her husband, Dr. Mark Braim
bridge. Mrs. Braimbridge will be 
featured speaker, her several special 
and interesting topics will include 
gardens of England, the Langley 
Boxwood Nursery and boxwood 
collecting in east Cuba. 

Mrs. Braimbridge has done more 
than anyone in Britain to promote the 
use of boxwood there. With her 
husband, they have been on a tireless 
search for boxwood that has taken 
them all over the world, from sub
arctic climates to tropical Africa, 
North America, Asia and Cuba. 

Together, they own and operate 
the Langley Boxwood Nursery, 
probably the largest boxwood 
speciality nursery. It offers more than 
50 boxwood species and cultivars, 
and tens of thousands of boxwood 
plants that cover almost ten acres. 
While established only ten years ago, 
the Langley Boxwood Nursery has 
quickly become highly regarded 
throughout Europe as the major 
supplier of quality boxwood plants. 
The nursery exports boxwood to 
Texas, Germany, Belgium, Holland 
and even New Zealand. 

They supplied 30,000 boxwoods 
used in the major renovation of the 
Hampton Court gardens. Their unique 
topiary specimens include royal 
crowns, jugs, tiered balls, spirals, 
birds, teddy bears, and even people. 
Many have been exhibited at the 
prestigious Chelsea Flower Show. 

Due to their efforts in collecting, 
growing and promoting boxwood, Dr. 
and Mrs. Braimbridge were awarded 
the National Collection of Buxus for 
the United Kingdom. They are 
actively involved in assisting the 
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Schedule of Events 
Friday, May 24 

(8:00 - 10:00 a.m. ABS Board Meeting. Please be prompt.) 

9:30 - 10:30 a.m. 
11:00 a.m. 

12:ooN 
1:15 p.m. 

Registration; pick up program packets 
ABS Business Meeting - Regular business, 
voting on by-laws, and officers for 1996-7 
Lunch 

2:15 - 2:45 p.m. 
2:45p.m. 
4:15p.m. 
7:00p.m. 

Program: Elizabeth Braimbridge, Speaker 
Break 
Panel Discussions 
Boxwood Auction 
Dinner, followed by talk on Cuban boxwood 
by Elizabeth Braimbridge 

Saturday, May 25 
9:00a.m. 

12:ooN 
1:00 p.m. 

Bus leaves for tours of the University of 
Virginia Grounds, Woltz and Treakle gardens 
Lunch at Frierson garden 
Country Tour - Two gardens (to be an 
nounced) 

Jardin Botanico Nacional promote 
and conserve species in Cuba. 

Presentations by Mrs. Braimbridge 
and others will be on Friday (May 
24). 

The bus tour on Saturday morning 
(May 25) will visit three gardens: 

University of Virginia Gardens 

In 1976, Thomas Jefferson's 
architectural masterpiece, the Univer
sity of Virginia, was voted by the 
American Institute of Architects to be 
America's most important architec
tural achievement in the nation's first 
two hundred years. In recent years it 

A proxy sheet is enclosed for 
those unable to attend the by
laws vote at the Annual Busi
ness Meeting on May 24. 

REGISTRATION 

Use the enclosed form to 
register. DEADLINE April 24. 

A registration fee of $60.00 
includes all events, lunch on 
Friday and Saturday, and dinner 
Friday evening. Registrants will 
be responsible for their lodging 
and any meals not specified. 

The English Inn, 2000 
Morton Drive, Charlottesville, 
Va., is reserving a block of 
rooms at $51.00 single and 
$56.00 double until April 24 for 
Thurs., Fri. and Sat. (May 23-
25). Phone for reservations at 
(800) 786-5400 and identify 
yourself as with the ABS. The 
English Inn furnishes compli
mentary breakfast for its guests. 

Please register early. Space 
is limited. 
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One o/the Pavilion gardens with B. sempervirens 'SuffrUJicosa' on the University o/Virginia Grounds (1987) . 
(Photos: D. Frackelton) 

has been listed on the World Heritage 
List in recognition of its international 
importance. Construction began on 
the first building in 1817 and Jef
ferson's entire scheme was essentially 
complete by his death in 1826. He 
designed an "academical village" in a 
U -shaped arrangement around an 
open lawn with the Rotunda, a half
scale version of the Roman Pantheon, 
at the head to house the library. The 
Rotunda connects via covered 
passages to rows of student rooms on 
each side punctuated by ten larger 
"pavilions," each of which he in
tended to serve as a teaching model 
for the classical orders. These pavil-
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ions originally housed the professors 
and their classrooms. 

A continuous colonnade unites the 
student rooms and pavilions, provid
ing covered access and framing the 
lawn. Behind the first row of student 
rooms on each side is a second row, 
these connected by arcades, still 
known by Jefferson's terms "East 
Range" and "West Range." Six larger 
"hotels," which were the original 
dining halls, are located within the 
Ranges. Between the Lawn and the 
Ranges, Jefferson provided for 
gardens enclosed in serpentine brick 
walls. 

In 1948 the Garden Club of Vir-

ginia accepted the challenge of 
restoring these gardens. There was 
little documentation about the 
original planting scheme, and through 
the years the gardens had been 
through many changes with succes
sive residents on the Lawn. But the 
position of the serpentine walls was 
documented in the 1825 Maverick 
engraving of the plan of the Univer
sity, and archaeological work pro
vided further evidence to enable 
restoration. Colonial Williamsburg's 
landscape architect, Alden Hopkins, 
was retained to plan gardens accord
ing to design principles. popular in 
Jefferson's time. The project began in 
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1948, and the West Lawn gardens 
were completed in 1952. Mr. Hopkins 
died before work was undertaken 
eight years later on the East Lawn 
gardens, though he had provided 
preliminary designs. His successor at 
Colonial Williamsburg, Donald 
Parker, was assisted by landscape 
architect Ralph Griswold of Pitts
burgh in completing the East Lawn 
gardens in 1965. 

As restored, no two gardens are 
alike. The plantings include both 
native plants and more exotic ones 
introduced to cultivation by Jefferson 
and his friends. Buxus was specified 
in the restoration plans for several 
locations, incbding gardens behind 
Pavilions V and VII on the West 
Lawn and Pavilions n, IV, and X on 
the East Lawn. 

Only two types were then used: 
Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' 
(true dwarf box) and Buxus semper
virens (true tree box). Since the 
original restoration, some changes 
have occurred in the planting scheme 
and boxwood of other varieties have 
also been introduced. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles K. Woltz 
Garden 

The Woltz garden is attractively 
landscaped with about 15 different 
kinds of boxwood. Possibly the most 
unusual is a pair of Buxus semper
virens 'Dec Runk,' flanking a 
chimney. 

Located on Park Street, the heart 
of Charlottesville's residential 
historic district, the Conway-Gilmer 
house was built around 1874. Its 
spacious yard contains several large 
specimens of less co~on boxwood 
types which were planted by the late 
George-Gilmer, who purchased the 
house in 1923. 

Of particular interest are very 
large B. sempervirens 'Vardar Valley' 
plants, two large B. harlandii speci
mens, and several large B. micro
phylla 'Compacta'. 
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B. sempcrvirens 'Dee Runk' flanking the chimney at the Woltz garden. 

Dr. and Mrs. Henry F. Frierson 
Garden 

Lunch will be served in the the 
Frierson garden, which includes 
approximately 15 cultivars of box
wood. When the Friersons purchased 
this home in 1985 the yard and gar
den already had good groupings of 
large common tree box and B. semp
ervirens 'Suffruticosa' some of which 

are about 50 years old. 
Dr. Frierson has added a number of 

other specimens including examples 
of B. microphylla var.japonica 
'Morris Midget', B. sempervirens 
'Memorial', B. sinica var. insularis 
'Justin Brouwers', and B. harlandii 
(weeping form). 

(The tour for Saturday afternoon is 
to be announced.) 
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Glorious Gardens on View in Virginia's Garden Week 
Suzanne Munson, Executive Director Historic Garden Week 

Lovers of gardens, architecture 
and fine interiors will find much to 
enjoy during Historic Garden Week 
in Virginia April 20-27. Sponsored by 
The Garden Club of Virginia, Garden 
Week celebrates its 63rd season this 
spring and is the oldest and largest 
event of its kind in the nation. 

As always, the tours will feature 
numerous properties with exceptional 
gardens and boxwood plantings. 
Approximately three dozen separate 
tours are scheduled from the Alle
ghenies to the Atlantic during the 
eight-day program. 

Historic Properties Featured in 
Albemarle-Charlottesville 

The magnificent Morven estate, 
open April 23 and 24 in the 
Albemarle-Charlottesville area, is an 
annual highlight of Historic Garden 
Week. Purchased in 1796 by William 
Short, with his close friend Thomas 
Jefferson acting as witness and 
advisor, the estate is a collection of 
historical, architectural and horti
cultural delights. Morven and its gar
dens are a representation of how 
native Virginians, as well as visitors, 
believe a historic Albemarle County 
home and its associated grounds 
should appear. With its boxwood 
plantings-used in such profusion as to 
form the framework of the garden 
sections and much of the landscape 
design components-Morven is a fine 
example of Virginia horticulture. 

" American" boxwood hedges of 
3,500 feet in length and " English" 
boxwoods totaling 650 linear feet 
define pathway margins and garden 
areas. One ancient boxwood speci
men in a central location between two 
major gardens is 42 feet in diameter. 
In the past, it provided the CUlling 
material which makes up 150 feet of 
the hedge plantings. Boxwood forms 
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At Morven Estate, boxwood plants 
enhance the landscape. (Photos: 
Garden Club o/Virginia except as 
noted) 

the total foundation planting, 316 feet 
around the base of the main house. 
One of these component plants, an 
"English" boxwood, is 16 feet in 
diameter. 

The core designs for the main 
garden areas were executed by 
Annette Hoyt Flanders, a New York 
landscape architect, in the 1930s. 
These designs are substantively the 
major central features of the gardens 
as seen by Historic Garden week 
visitors each year. The formal main 
garden contains a spectacular display 
of spring bulbs, shrubs and perenni
als , and sculpture by such artists as 
Rodin, Graham, Giacometti, and 
Manzu. The Morven Estate staff 
provides special displays, tours and 
opportunities for interaction with 
Garden Week visitors. 

This year's tours in the 
Charlottesville-Albemarle area 
include several other outstanding 

properties with notable boxwood 
plantings. 

Edgemont, designed by Thomas 
Jefferson in 1795, overlooks five 
terraced levels with a boxwood maze 
and a bowling green. Francois 
Goffinet, a preeminent international 
landscape architect who periodically 
consults on the property, has called 
Edgemont "one of the most exquisite 
terraced gardens in the United 
States." Edgemont is the property of 
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick M. de Barros. 
Edgemont will be open Tuesday only, 
April 23. 

Estouteville, another Albemarle 
property, was completed in 1830 by 
Thomas Jefferson's master builder 
James Dinsmore. The brick structure 
sits on a high ridge surrounded by 
massive tulip poplars which predate 
the house. A traditionally formal 
boxwood garden exists companion
ably with a stunning, unusual pool 
area surrounded by zebra grass, mint, 
sedum and miscanthus. The grounds 
contain a very large cutting garden, 
fish pond, many varieties of hostas, 
stepped brick serpentine walls, and 
imposing oaks. Estouteville is owned 
by Ms. Beatrice Ost and Mr. Ludwig 
Kuttner. Estouteville will be open for 
Garden Week on Tuesday and 
Wednesday, April 23 and 24. 

Other Garden Week Highlights 

Detailed descriptions of all homes 
and gardens open this year are 
included in the 1996 Historic Garden 
Week in Virginia guidebook. Here, 
briefly, are just a few highlights of 
some of the tours: 

April 23 
Boxerwood is a 21-acre arboretum 

(landscape garden) with a wonderful 
view of both the Blue Ridge and the 
Allegheny mountains near Lexington. 
One of the most unusual private 
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arboreta in the United States, it 
features more than 2,240 specimen 
plants, not including acres of white 
pines, groups of yews and dogwoods, 
and rows of hemlocks, junipers and 
various evergreens. Boxerwood is the 
property of Elizabeth E. Munger and 
the late Dr. Robert S. Munger. 

April 24 
On the Harrisonburg tour, tea will 

be served in the charming English 
country style garden of Mr. and Mrs. 
Henry C. Clark. This lovely retreat is 
comprised of several gardens and 
terraces and was shown by gardening 
authority Andre Viette on one of his 
tours. 

April 27 
The handsome 1840s house and 

superb gardens of Georgia Vance will 
be a highlight of the Staunton area 
tour this year. Mrs. Vance is an 
internationally recognized craftsman, 
author and lecturer in the art of dried 
flower arrangement. Among her 
many gardens is an extensive box
wood garden with Vardar Valley 
boxwood, "American", "English" and 
"Kingsville" varieties. Some are cut 
to form topiaries. 

On the same Saturday, April 27, 
White Hall will be among five 
distinctive properties on the Glou
cester-Mathews tour. Located on the 
shores of the Ware River. The stately 
historic home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles A. Banks ill has had many 
additions .and changes in its 300-year 
history. The original land grant was in 
1640. The earliest part of the house 
still existing is the English basement, 
now used as a "pub" and billiards 
room. There has been left uncovered 
some of the Hemish brick bond 
foundation as well as original hand
hewn timbers. 

Guests now arrive up a lane of old 
cedars. Lawns are dotted with some 
of the oldest crape myrtle in Virginia. 
Hower beds surrounding the house 
are filled with daffodils, tulips and 
azaleas in spring. There are enormous 
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EstoUieville in Albemarle County will be open April 23-24. (Photo: D. 
Frackelton) 

At EstoUleville an opening in the hedge beckons the visitor to lookfurther. 

boxwoods more than 300 years old. 
White Hall has doubled in size 

since last opened in 1990. Balancing 
wings were added on either side. 
Virginia black walnut was used in the 
new library and flooring throughout 
the new wings is antique heart pine 
that matches the pattern of the old 

floors. The kitchen and great room 
have sweeping views of the Ware 
River. 

Carter Hall, on the Winchester
Clarke tour, was built by Col. 
Nathaniel Burwell, a great-grandson 
of Robert "King" Carter. It is now 
owned by Project Hope, the People to 
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People Health Foundation. The manor 
house is perched on a rise amid 
clipped lawns, overlooking well
tended pastures and sweeping views 
of the Blue Ridge. 

Guidebook Available 

The 1996 Historic Garden Week 
guidebooks will be available in 
March at various locations in the tour 
areas, or by sending a $3 contribution 
for postage to Historic Garden Week, 
12 E. Franklin St., Richmond, V A 
23219, (804) 644-7776. 

Garden Week offers a delightful 
and memorable visit to some of 
America's most beautiful gardens. 
The tours benefit the restoration of 
historic gardens and grounds through
out the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

At Carter Hall a grouping of boxwoods partly conceals the stone outbuilding a 
few steps below. 

White Hall will be open Saturday, April 27, on the Glouster-Mathews tour. 
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Boxwood Lodge at Jerusalem 
Davie County, North Carolina 
Davyd Foard Hood 

As one of the most favored and 
long cultivated plants in the Southern 
garden. "Boxwood" has appeared in 
the names of very few places. 
whereas there are houses. farms and 
plantations. and towns which bear 
"Magnolia" as all or part of their 
names. Magnolia Garden near 
Charleston. South Carolina. comes 
immediately to mind. along with two 
examples in North Carolina: Magno
lia. a small town with its own post 
office in the once-affluent plantation 
landscape of Duplin County. and 
Magnolia Grove. the name of both a 
Lincoln County plantation and its 
seat. a handsome two-story Federal
style brick house erected in the 

Piedmont in 1824 for David Smith 
and Elizabeth Arends. Deeper into the 
American South. there are many more 
places that carry the name of the 
scented flower that has come to be a 
metaphor for the region and is also 
the title of the quarterly bulletin of the 
Southern Garden History Society. 
Other flowers. shrubs. and trees are 
recalled in the South in place names 
as well. 

In North Carolina. "Boxwood" is 
the signal word in the name of two 
important estates. one dating from the 
nineteenth century. and the other 
established in the early twentieth 
century. With his purchase of land on 
the Dan River in 1752. Joseph Scales 

(died c. 1774) became the first in his 
family to occupy lands in present-day 
Rockingham County. North Carolina. 
He was the progenitor of a large and 
important family which included his 
great-grandson. Randall Duke Scales 
(1789-1868). the founder of the town 
of Madison in 1818. About 1815-
1820. he built a handsome two-story 
Federal-style brick house on a bluff 
overlooking the course of the Dan 
River and the fertile bottomlands; the 
house was called Rural Retreat. In the 
mid-l840s. Scales. like a number of 
other North Carolinians. decided to 
sell up Rural Retreat and his North 
Carolina plantation and remove to 
Mississippi. In 1848 Rural Retreat 

The north service wing of Boxwood Lodge, served by a secondary lane off the principal drive, is partially screened by 
massive plantings ofB. sempervirens. (Photos: Virginia R. Weiler) 
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was acquired by Jo1m D. Watkins. In 
the 1850s Watkins and his wife 
undertook the extensive plantings of 
Buxus sempervirens 'Arborescens' 
and 'Suffruticosa,' which form the 
principal gardens and landscapes of 
Rural Retreat. According to tradition 
the root stock of these plants came 
from Mrs. Watkins' family plantation 
at Cascade in Pittsylvania County, 
Virginia. 

Watkins sold Rural Retreat in 
1878 and in the early 1900s the 
plantation became the property of the 
Penn Family who retain ownership to 
the present. In time, the boxwood 
plantings became so impressive that 
the name Rural Retreat was aban
doned and the estate came to be 
called The Boxwoods, and it remains 
known under that name to the present. 
It was one of the few North Carolina 
gardens illustrated and discussed at 
some length by E. T. H. Shaffer in 
Carolina Gardens, published in 1937. 
The Boxwoods was also featured in 
Old Homes and Gardens of North 
Carolina, published in 1939. It was 
illustrated by an evocative photo
graph by Bayard Wootten in which 
she captures the rich, lush, and 
powerful presence of the boxwood 
which dominates the landscape. 

Boxwood Farm, located about six 
miles south of Mocksville, the seat of 
Davie County, North Carolina, is the 
second important North Carolina 
estate whose name derives from its 
important plantings of boxwood. 
Originally comprising some 1,500 
acres on the waters of the South 
Yadkin River, and largely assembled 
in the 1910s, Boxwood Farm was first 
known as the Yadkin Lodge, a winter 
hunting retreat developed by William 
Rabb Craig (1870-1931), a wealthy 
New York cotton broker. After his 
marriage in 1913 to Margaret Eason 
Cunningham (1889-1963), he and 
Mrs. Craig set about to plant and 
embellish the grounds of the estate 
and to enlarge its agricultural opera-
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tions which were placed under a 
resident farm manager. In time, and 
probably by the early 1920s, the place 
was known as Boxwood Farm and it 
survived with that name until the 
death of Mrs. Craig in the late 
summer of 1963. After the death of 
Mr. Craig in 1931, his widow pulled 
down the frame hunting lodge and 
replaced it with a large Colonial 
Revival-style house which, in time, 
became her permanent residence. 
That house, known as Boxwood 
Lodge, together with its gardens, 
survives today on a residual tract of 
some 51 acres. 

The creation of Boxwood Farm is 
associated with the larger history of 
the development of hunting lodges 
and estates by wealthy capitalists, 
business and professional men, and 
leading figures of American society at 
the tum of the century. Beginning in 
the late nineteenth century, wealthy 
sportsmen began making autumn and 
winter hunting trips into the Pied
mont, particularly to Guilford and 
Randolph Counties. They soon came 
to acquire and/or lease property and 
to erect establishments, a number of 
which survive to the present. It is 
unclear, at present, exactly how 
William Rabb Craig found his way to 
the fields and woodlands near the 
South Yadkin River in Davie County. 
A possible link exists in an associa
tion with hunting parties in adjoining 
Rowan County with publisher Craige 
Lippincott (1846-1911), the president 
of J. B. Lippincott Company of 
Philadelphia. Perhaps there is more 
than coincidence in the fact that late 
in 1911, the year of Lippincott's 
death, William Rabb Craig acquired 
small contiguous tracts totaling some 
335 acres, which formed the core of 
his new winter estate. 

Craig was born in Yazoo City, 
Mississippi, on 17 November 1870 
and entered his family's brokerage 
house. In 1905, he resigned from the 
firm and moved to New York where 

he opened his own house, dealing in 
cotton, sugar, and other commodities. 
This venture proved to be very 
successful and made Craig a wealthy 
man. He remained a bachelor until the 
age of 42 when, on 30 April 1913, he 
was married to Margaret Eason 
Cunningham, the 23-year old daugh
ter of the Rev. Charles Eugene 
Cunningham and his wife Annie 
Warren. Cunningham (1856-1910) 
had served as pastor of the Madison 
Avenue Presbyterian Church in New 
Yark and, last, as minister of the 
Presbyterian Church in Yazoo City 
from 1889 until his death. After her 
husband's death Annie Warren 
Cunningham moved to New York and 
occupied an apartment in The Dakota 
until making her home with the 
Craigs in their apartment at 555 Park 
Avenue. 

Between 1912 and 1924, Craig 
purchased a series of tracts adjoining 
the core acreage and increased his 
winter estate to a holding of about 
1,500 acres. Initially, he occupied an 
existing c. 1866 two-story brick 
house, built by the Eaton family, 
which subsequently became the farm 
manager's home. About 1912-1913, 
he built a frame hunting lodge on the 
site now occupied by Boxwood 
Lodge. About this time, or with his 
marriage, he began developing a 
garden on the north side of the lodge. 
Its corners are marked by aged Arbor
vitae while specimen and clustered 
boxwood plantings appear inside its 
boundary. This garden appears to be 
the earliest surviving landscape 
feature which survives to the present 
in recognizable form. Apparently 
concurrent with this work, other 
improvements were made to the 
estate, including an orchard, and the 
place was renamed Boxwood Farm. It 
appears likely that some portions of 
the other boxwood plantings which 
survive also date to the 1920s. 

In October 1931, William Rabb 
Craig, together with Mrs. Craig and 
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The north garden, looking south,features allees olB. sempervirens 'Sujfruticosa' leading to a central planting olB. 
sempervirens 'Arborescens' . The lour corners 01 this garden are marked by aged Arborvitae. 

The lines olBuxus sempervirens lining the estate drive from the south were heavily trimmed back in February 1992. 
They have grown OUi well during the past lour years. 
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Mrs. Cunningham, made what would 
be his final trip to Boxwood Farm. He 
fell ill,.unexpectedly, and died on 14 
November 1931 in Salisbury, N.C. 
His body was prepared for burial and 
carried back to Boxwood Farm from 
which the funeral party departed in a 
private railroad car for services and 
interment in Yazoo City. 

At her husband's death, Margaret 
Cunningham Craig was 42 years of 
age and she remained a widow until 
her marriage in 1943 to Walter 
Henderson Woodson, Jr., a Salisbury 
attorney. During these years and until 
her death in 1949, Annie Warren 
Cunningham continued to make her 
home with her daughter. It is unclear 
at present what prompted Mrs. Craig 
to build a new seat at Boxwood Farm 
and, eventually, to make it her 
primary residence. This decision 
appears to have been made late in 
1932 or very early in 1933. The 
specifications for the new house are 
dated 14 July 1933. It was designed 
by the New York firm of Delano & 
Aldrich which specialized in country 
house design. The hunting lodge, 
barely two decades old, was pulled 
down and construction begun on the 
new house which was completed in 
1934. During construction Mrs. Craig 
and her mother occupied a small log 
cottage which she had erected within 
sight of her new house. 

It appears that Mrs. Craig under
took the extensive enhancement of 
the Gardens and grounds of her 
newly-built lodge at Boxwood Farm 
in the years immediately following its 
completion. At present, the landscape 
architect responsible for this work has 
not been identified and it is possible 
that he/she was a member of the staff 
at Delano & Aldrich. Boxwood was 
added-and probably supple
mented-along the principal estate 
drive which entered from the south 
(off of present day US 601) and 
continued to the north to a secondary 
road which connected back with the 
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main Mocksville-to-Salisbury road. 
The path of the estate drive was 
curved to form an oval on the west 
front of the new lodge and it was 
planted with boxwood. There are 
additional specimen plantings of 
boxwood and other evergreen trees 
and shrubs as well as flowering trees 
and shrubs in the park-like grounds 
around the house. 

From the completion and furnish
ing of the lodge at Boxwood Farm in 
1934 until her unexpected death on 
18 September 1963, Margaret Cun
ningham Craig Woodson enjoyed a 
charmed life at Boxwood Farm and 
entertained handsomely and fre
quently. Childless in her marriage, 
she took young Roy Hoffner (1937-
1993) as her ward in the late 1930s 
and as events proved, he occupied 
Boxwood Lodge for a longer period 
than anyone. In 1943 Mrs. Craig was 
married to Walter Henderson Wood
son, Sr. (1879-1964). The family 
circle remained intact until the death 
of Annie Warren Cunningham in 
1949. That same year Mrs. Woodson 
created the Walter H. Woodson and 
Margaret C. Woodson Foundation 
which in 1955 was reorganized as the 
Margaret C. Woodson Foundation. It 
became the principal beneficiary of 
her estate and today has assets of 
$10.5 million dollars; it makes yearly 
grants to charitable and educational 
organizations ~d causes. 

Margaret Cunningham Woodson 
died on 18 September 1963 in the 
same Salisbury hospital where Mr. 
Craig had died in 1931. Her body was 
returned to Yazoo City, Mississippi, 
for interment. Mindful of the expense 
of maintaining Boxwood Farm as a 
private estate, she directed her 
executors to sell the estate for the 
benefit of the Margaret C. Woodson 
Foundation. Approximately 1,200 
acres including Boxwood Lodge and 
valuable stands of timber were sold in 
September 1964 to the C. G. Fox 
Lumber Company. In July 1965 the 

company conveyed a tract of fifty-one 
acres, including Boxwood Lodge, to 
Roy Hoffner and his wife. The 
Hoffners had remained in residence 
on the property, in the 1930s log 
cabin, and they returned to Boxwood 
Lodge where he lived until his death 
in 1993. Boxwood Lodge remains the 
home of his widow, Martha Jane 
Hoffner, who has opened the house 
for guests and social events. Box
wood Lodge was listed in the Na
tional Register of Historic Places on 
2 June 1995 and cited for its state
wide significance in the areas of 
architecture, landscape architecture, 
and social history. 

The information contained in this 
essay is takenfrom the National 
Register nomination form prepared 
for Boxwood Lodge in 1994-1995 by 
Davyd Foard Hood. Mr. Hood, an 
architectural and landscape 
historian, has been a member of the 
American Boxwood Society for some 
nine years. 

Correction 
The photo captions on page 

46 of the January 1996 issue of 
The Boxwood Bulletin were in 
error: 

For the top photo, the 
caption should read: "The plant
ing of B. sempervirens and B. 
sempervirens'Suffruticosa' 
form a hedge along the side
walk to the East Entrance." 

The caption for the lower 
photo should read: "The four 
foot-tall Buxus sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa' are used in the 
Rose Garden. Out of view, 
behind the 'Suffruticosa', is an 
equally long hedge of Buxus 
microphylla 'Green Pillow' 
nearly three feet tall." 
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Maryland House and Garden Pilgri.mage - 1996 
The 59th Annual Pilgrimage offers 

a series of tours from Saturday, April 
27 through May 18, 1996: 

1996 Tour Schedule 

Saturday, April 27 - Talbot County 
Sunday, April 28 - Kent County 
Wednesday, May 1 - Baltimore 

County, Dulancy/Long Green 
Valleys 

Saturday, May 4 - Prince George's 
County (celebrating 
Tricentennial) 

Sunday, May 5 - Baltimore City, 
Bolton Hill 

Saturday, May 11 - Anne Arundel 
County 

Sunday, May 18 - Calvert County 

There are many historic and 
notable places open to the visitor, 
including the following highlights: 

Saturday, April 27 

Talbot County, named in honor of 
Lady Grace, wife of Sir Robert Talbot 
and sister of Cecil Calvert, second 
Lord Baltimore, was settled by the 
English about 1661. It still retains 
some 17th-century atmosphere and 
architecture. Five navigable rivers -
the Wye, Tred Avon, Choptank, 
Miles and Tuckahoe - provide more 
than 600 miles of picturesque water
front. As transportation was by water, 
the early manor houses faced the 
water. Easton, formerly ''Talbot 

Town," became the county seat in 
1778. Prominent houses, outstanding 
public buildings and handsome 
boxwood gardens have been lovingly 
restored and preserved. 

The Historical Society of Talbot 
County compound will be open. This 
includes gardens with boxwood as 
well as the Neall house and two other 
house museums. The tour headquar
ters is located in the 1856 former 
Ebinezer Methodist Episcopal Church 
building, now restored as the Histori
cal Society Auditorium. 

Other places open in Talbot 
County include Waverly Point, Innis
free, Cedar Point Farm, Ellenbor
ough, Harleigh, and Evergreen Farm. 

His Lordship's Kindness on the Prince George's County tour, Saturday, May 4, shows some of the massive boxwood 
plantings. (Photo: Historic America Buildings Survey) 
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The Reward, c. 1740, will be open on the Kent County tour, Sunday, April2B. (Photo: D. Frackelton) 

Waverly Point, a handsome house 
built about 1930, was extensively 
enlarged by the present owners. All 
rooms open to water views. 

Innisfree has a Cedrus deodora
lined entrance driveway. A small 
graveyard is tucked behind the 
boxwood. 

Cedar Point Farm has beautifully 
landscaped grounds with many 
varieties of trees as well as boxwoods 
brought from England. 

Ellenborough records date to 
1695, but the place wasn't so named 
until 1850 when Matthew Tilglunan 
Goldsborough began extensive 
plantings. Black walnuts, hollies and 
boxwood, as well as gingko, tulip 
poplar, linden and weeping beech are 
some of the largest specimens on the 
Eastern seaboard. 

Harleigh stands on land patented 
September 19, 1663, and was first 
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known as Piney Point. A carpet of 
daffodils can be seen in the spring, 
the result of planting more than 
15,000 bulbs over the past decade. 
Evergreen Farm, with a New En
gland-style house, was built in 1990. 
It has a magnificent water view. 

In Oxford, the Church of the Holy 
Trinity has outstanding windows in 
medieval design. The Parsons house, 
built by Edward Parsons in 1886, 
Academy House with boxwood lined 
walks, and Avon View, separated 
from the "mainland" by a shallow 
channel, complete the tour. 

Sunday April 28 

Kent County, founded in 1642, 
was named for the English shire 
which had been the home of many of 
the early settlers. Miss Tilglunan, the 
original patentee of Chestertown, 
received 1,000 acres from the English 

crown. Chestertown became estab
lished as a seaport in 1707. It is here 
that Washington College was founded 
in 1782, the only college to which 
George Washington gave permission 
for the use of his name. 

Airy Hill is situated on part of a 
land grant made to Simon Wilmer in 
1688. The original house was built in 
1780. 

The Reward, built c. 1740, over
looks Langford creek. The brick 
house contains both Flemish and 
English bond brickwork with glazed 
headers. Boxwood are featured in 
several areas of the grounds. 

Near Water was originally a 
typical Eastern Shore waterman's 
residence, but the present owners 
rebuilt the interior and expanded it. 
They also developed a garden remi
niscent of an English garden with a 
series of "rooms" defined by hedges, 
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walls, pergolas and earthen mounds. 

Saturday May 4 

Prince George's County is cele
brating its Tricentennial. One of the 
twelve places open on this tour is His 
Lordship's Kindness. 

The property was originally called 
Poplar Hill and is a National Historic 
Landmark. The present name derived 
from a 7,OOO-acre land grant from 
Lord Baltimore to his relative, 
Colonel Henry Darnall, in 1703. The 
house was constructed between 1784 
and 1787 by the Colonel's great 
grandson, Robert Darnall, and is 
considered to be one of the finest 
examples of mid-Georgian architec
ture in America. The house has been 
home to justices of the county and 
levy courts of Prince George's 
County, a U.S. Senator, and world 
renown U.S. ambassador. 

Book Review 
Garden Craftsmanship in Yew and 

Box, by Nathaniel Lloyd 
Capability's Books 539.50 and 

52.50 postage 
2379 Highway 46, Deer Park, WI 

54007-7506 (1-800-247-8154) 
Reviewed by Lynn R. Batdorf 

The planting and shearing of 
boxwood and yew has long been an 
important element in garden design, 
particularly in Great Britain. This 
informative and practical guide pro
vides step-by-step instructions on the 
art of topiary. Well-grown hedges 
with buttresses, arches, spirals, ani
mals, and clipped specimens are 
again possible with the help of this 
book. The significance of the various 
"tools of the trade," types of batters, 
cultural and site conditions as well as 
trouble shooting are easily and 
completely explained. 
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The beautiful and spacious 
grounds feature well-proportioned· 
boxwood gardens and a very elabo
rate system of landscaped terraces. 
This 137-acre estate has a rare 
collection of 18th- and early 19th
century outbuildings, including a 
smokehouse, dairy and brick privy. A 
fine collection of horse-drawn 
vehicles is on exhibit in a colonial
style brick carriage house. 

Sunday May 11 

Anne Arundel County, established 
in 1650, is the third oldest county in 
Maryland. This tour includes An
napolis, the seat of governrnent since 
1694, the capitol having been moved 
from St. Mary's City. 

Arden was built in 1842 by Dr. 
James Murray, a close friend of 
General Robert E. Lee, and remained 
in the family until 1942. 

This exciting book illustrates how 
American gardeners can progress 
beyond the simple ball-shaped 
specimen or the unimaginative square 
shaped hedge. Learning this skill, 
long perfected in Great Britain, would 
make any reader with boxwood or 
yew, rush out and sharpen their 
shears, to spend some rewarding time 
in the garden. 

First printed in 1925, this book has 
been largely unavailable for many 
years. The 1995 edition features a 6" 
by 81/2" hardcover, 103 pages, 48 new 
color photographs, as well as the 
original 156 black-and-white photo
graphs. 

The text remains unchanged. 
Creating this second edition after so 
many years shows that the interest in 
topiary using boxwood and yew is 
still very great, and that this book has 
successfully withstood the test of 
time. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Calvert 
Chaney is a stunning contemporary 
house. The design was inspired by an 
old beach cottage on Sullivan's Island 
in south Carolina. 

Boxwood Farm, so named for the 
enormous boxwoods on the grounds, 
some estimated to be over 200 years 
old, has a huge walnut tree registered 
as the second oldest in the state. 
Construction was begun on the house 
in 1702 and there have been many 
additions, the latest in 1980. 

Tour Books withfull information will 
be available after March 15, 1996. 
For a pre-tour copy, send name and 
address and $2.00 to Maryland 
House and Garden Pilgrimage, 1105-
A Providence Road, Towson, MD 
21286-1790. 

In Memoriam 

The American Boxwood 
Society notes with sorrow the 
death in December 1995 of 
Mrs. Charles Dick (Lucille) 
who served as Editor of The 
Boxwood Bulletin from 1979 
until 1983. Upon her retirement 
she was made an Honorary Life 
Member of the ABS. A resident 
of Winchester, Virginia, she 
had been active in the affairs of 
the Society for some time. She 
had assisted Mrs. Helen 
Whiting, long-time Editor, as 
associate in the years just 
before Mrs. Whiting's retire
ment (1977-1979) and then 
edited the publication herself. 
Her years of dedication are 
gratefully remembered. 
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Minutes of Winter 
Board Meeting 
January 26, 1996 

The winter meeting of the Board 
of Directors was held on Friday, 
January 26, 1996, at 2 p.m. in 
Charlottesville, Virginia. 

In attendance were President Dr. 
Stephen D. Southall, Vice President 
Thomas Saunders, Secretary Mrs. 
Joan Butler, Executive Treasurer Mrs. 
Katherine D. Ward, Registrar Lynn 
R. Batdorf, and Directors Charles 
Fooks, Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton, Dr. 
Henry Frierson, Mrs. Sigrid 
Harriman, Mrs. Tyra Sexton, Steve 
Zapton and Ex-Officio Dr. Edward F. 
Connor. 

The minutes of the fall Board 
meeting on September 16, 1995, were 
approved as circulated by Mrs. 
Frackelton and will appear in the 
January Boxwood Bulletin, Vol. 35, 
No.3. 

The treasurer's report showed 
balances of $23,615.83 in the check
ing account and $13,219.91 in a 
certificate of deposit. 

Mrs. Ward reported that we have 
sold about one half of the original 
four thousand Handbooks from the 
first printing. 

Handbook, Manual and Regis
trar: Mr. Batdorf presented a lengthy 
report covering his many activities on 
behalf of the Society. He expressed 
great thanks to Mrs. Ward for her 
most successful efforts in promoting 
and distributing the Handbook and in 
arranging to have it announced in 
many publications, catalogs and 
magazines, efforts which have 
resulted in the very satisfactory sales 
percentages. 

Mr. Batdorf reported considerable 
progress on the Boxwood Manual and 
requested help from Board members 
in revision and proof reading, which 
will gladly be provided. Completion 
is not expected before 1998. Mr. 
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Batdorf expects to travel to the 
Arnold Arboretum in Boston and to 
the Missouri Botanic Garden in St. 
Louis for additional research. Mr. 
Batdorf thanked Mrs. Harriman for 
her most welcome help in translating 
German texts for him. 

Mr. Batdorf has completed all 
necessary work to date for the next 
five-year Index to The Boxwood 
Bulletin which will include the April 
1996 issue (Vol. 35, No.4). In the 
past the five-year Index has sold for 
$4.00. At the time of publication 
complimentary copies will be sent to 
members in good standing. One 
thousand copies will be printed. 

Mr. Batdorf also announced that 
the new International Code of 
Horticultural Nomenclature has now 
appeared, to replace the previous one 
published in 1980. He has applied to 
serve on the Nomenclature and 
Registration Commission of the 
International Society for Horticulture 
Science. The International Registra
tion List 0/ Cultivated Buxus citation 
has appeared in publications such as 
the Royal Horticultural Society and 
The Plant Finder. Notices of the 
Boxwood Handbook have appeared in 
book catalogs and in fine references 
such as Kew Record o/Taxonomic 
Literature Relating to Vascular 
Plants. 

It was moved, seconded and 
approved unanimously to reimburse 
Mr. Batdorf for the binding of the 
draft of the Boxwood Manual, for his 
membership in the ISHS ($44), and 
for the purchase of the 1995 issue of 
the International Code o/Nomencla
ture/or Cultivated Plants ($36) as 
well as four additional copies of 
international plant finder books-for 
Canada, France, Germany and the 
Netherlands-at an estimated cost of 
$100. 

Mr. Batdorf also called attention 
to an article in the February issue of 
American Horticulturist which 
promotes the culture of boxwood and 

gives information about ABS and the 
Handbook. He reported that he had 
received three plants of Buxus 
sempervirens 'Rosmarinifolia' from 
Colvos Creek Nursery in Vashon, 
Washington, courtesy of Mr. Daniel 
Zata of the Miller Garden, Seattle, 
Washington. He noted that he had 
also hoped to provide updated 
information about the boxwood leaf 
miner study being performed at the 
University of Maryland, but will 
instead make this report at the Annual 
Meeting in May. 

Mr. Batdorf reported again on the 
status of the Cuban boxwood explora
tion trip which will be undertaken by 
Dr. Egon Kohler and Mrs. Elizabeth 
Braimbridge; they are now planning 
to go in March 1996. 

Dr. and Mrs. Braimbridge will try 
to finance the trip, but Mr. Batdorf 
urged the Board to offer some 
monetary support. Several Board 
members inquired about possible 
benefit to the Society. Mr. Batdorf 
pointed out that the purpose of the 
trip is to try to preserve Cuban 
species of boxwood which are 
threatened and which occur nowhere 
else in the world. 

Collection of examples of these 
species and depositing them at the 
Cuban Botanical Garden in Havana 
would at least preserve them in a 
stable environment for the present. 

One of the chief purposes of ABS 
is research on boxwood; there is an 
available balance in the Research 
Fund. No expenditures have been 
made from this fund for. several years, 
whereas the Society once spent at 
least $500 each year. The Cuban 
explorations are a valid research 
project, and Mrs. Braimbridge can be 
asked to prepare a report on the 1996 
trip for the Annual Meeting. A 
motion was made and seconded to 
appropriate $3,000 for support of this 
project; it was passed with one Board 
member expressing disapproval of the 
amount as being too large. 
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Boxwood Bulletin and Member
ship: Mrs. Frackelton reported that 
about 100 new members have joined 
the Society in the past year, but that 
almost that number have not renewed, 
for an almost stable number of 
members, about 650. Articles are 
badly needed for the Bulletin; she 
hopes the leaf miner study will 
produce interesting material. 

President's Report: Budget and a 
Possible Boxwood Video: Dr. South
all reminded Budget Committee 
members Butler, Saunders and Ward 
that a Budget for 1996-1997, or at 
least guidelines for expenditures, 
should be ready for approval by the 
Board at the next meeting, to be held 
at breakfast on Friday, May 24, 1996 
in Charlottesville. All three agreed 
that such a document would be ready. 
It is necessary to try to plan for future 
unforeseen expenses. Chairmen of 
committees should prepare requests 
for annual requirements. Typical 
yearly expenditures for standard 
items should be forecast. With an 
estimate of annual income and an 
analysis of the dues structure, perhaps 
it will be possible to determine the 
percentages which could be ear
marked for specific functions and 
activities of the Society, as well as 
unplanned items. 

Dr. Edward Connor, Director of 
Blandy Farm, presented a budget 
request for funds in support of the 
Boxwood Memorial Garden: mainte
nance expenditures for labor and 
mulch ($791). Thes.e costs are usually 
covered from the general funds of the 
Society. In addition the Garden 
request covers additional plants, trees, 
shrubs and ground covers; after 
reconsidering numbers and cost of 
particular plants, if approved by the 
Board, this request for $2,310 would 
be deducted from the total remaining 
funds now allotted for the Garden of 
$5,784. 

Dr. Southall stated that he and a 
colleague who is a professional 
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communications expert are consider
ing producing a video tape about 
boxwood; it would follow the outline 
and topics of Mr. Batdorf's Hand
book. Board members expressed their 
approval of this project. 

Annual Meeting: The schedule 
for the 1996 Annual Meeting was 
presented by Dr. Frierson and 
discussed. After a dinner with the 
Braimbridges on Thursday evening, 
May 23, the Board of Directors will 
gather for a breakfast meeting at 8:00 
a.m. on Friday, May 24. 

The Annual Meeting will convene 
for the business session. at 11 a.m. at 
the English Inn in Charlottesville, 
Virginia. Lunch will be at 12 noon 
and Dr. and/or Mrs. Braimbridge will 
be the afternoon speaker at 1: 15. The 
Braimbridges, proprietors of a large 
specialty boxwood nursery in En
gland, will be the featured speakers 
during this Annual Meeting. 

After a short break, a Panel 
Discussion on Garden Design will 
begin at 2:45 p.m. The annual 
boxwood plant auction will get 
underway at 4: 15. Any members who 
will bring donated boxwood plants 
are asked to send a list of such 
cultivars to Mrs. Scot Butler, 107 
Cottage Drive, Winchester, VA 
22603. Dinner will be served at 7 
p.m. and will be followed by Mrs. 
Elizabeth Braimbridge's report on the 
Cuban boxwood exploration and 
preservation trip which she plans to 
take in March 1996. 

On Saturday members will enjoy 
visits to boxwood gardens in the town 
of Charlottesville and in the nearby 
countryside. 

Plans for the 1997 Annual Meet
ing were also discussed. The meeting 
will be held at Blandy Experimental 
Farm, the State Arboretum of Vir
ginia, near Boyce, Virginia. It is 
expected that the newly remodeled 
Classroom will be available and will 
be an enjoyable location, closer to the 
Boxwood Memorial Garden and 

offering new kitchen and restroom 
facilities. Program details have not 
yet been finalized. 

Director Charles Fooks suggested 
a cooperative testing program of the 
gift plant from the Annual Meetings, 
accompanied by printed information 
about it and a checklist of conditions 
and attributes to be observed and 
recorded. 

This plan would help to make 
members familiar with rarer cultivars 
and might involve more members in 
ABS activities. Reports prepared a 
year later might provide new informa
tion about requiremerits or prefer
ences of these plants, and members 
could be encouraged to send in 
follow-up reports at subsequent 
yearly intervals. 

After questions from several 
Board members, it was noted that 
several special Funds maintained in 
the Treasurer's records have sources 
for renewal of their balances: the 
Research Fund receives the proceeds 
from sales of the Buyer's Guide; the 
Blandy Capital Fund receives all 
interest income from the ABS 
checking account and from any 
certificates of deposit. This capital 
fund was created to provide funds for 
the reestablishment of the Boxwood 
Memorial Garden, such as the 
installation of a new water line. All 
other special funds benefit from 
designated donations. 

Comments were made about 
research projects; recipients should 
understand that periodic and final 
reports of progress and results are 
expected, and talks and presentations 
for meetings will be requested. A 
written policy about expectations 
included with research grants should 
be given to all who receive such 
funding. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joan BUller, Secretary 
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New Members Listed 
New members for 1995-1996 are: 

RobertA. Barnes, Jr. Richmond VA L. Michael Martin Fredericksburg VA 
Kathryn Lady Barrow Brooklyn NY Bob Masters Annapolis MD 
Charles Craig Baugher Elkton VA M/M Robert Lee McCarty Alexandria V A 
Lawrence Becker Becker Flowers NYC NY Jim McFarlane United Landscp. Lexington KY 
Richard Bergmann New Canaan cr Douglas F. MartI Silver Spring MD 
Mary Blye Stonington cr Mr. John Neese Raleigh NC 
Jennifer Boulanger Washington DC BernardL. Nichols Alexandria V A 
Mr. & Mrs. Bert Bradford Mocksville NC Gretchen S. Niedermayer Salem NJ 
Jim or Vicki Briley Birmingham AL Mrs. Culver Orswell Pomfret Center CT 
James N. Carter White Stone VA Carroll W. Owens, Jr. Zanoni VA 
Margaret S. Church Arlington V A Joe or Joyce Paradis Arlington V A 
Mrs. Stephen Allen Clark Midlothian V A M/MPaul S. Perrin WaldorfMD 
M/M George C. Clowes Alexandria V A Mrs. J.A. Pringle Christchurch NewZealand 
Steve Cochran Gettysburg P A Pascal Raes Neerijse Belgium 
Karen Cogar Alexandria V A Dr. Gwynn Ramsey Lynchburg VA 
Mr. & Mrs. John M. Collins Oyster Bay NY Barbara A. Rankin Springfield V A 
Mr. & Mrs. Nicholas Cooke III Richmond VA Dr.J.W. Rernke, Jr. Lawrenceburg TN 
Karen Culbertson Lynchburg VA Randy L. Rose Sl. Michaels MD 
Robert W. Currier Fairfield cr Sanford Rosenfeld San Francisco CA 
Mr. Charles S. Dales Lincolnshire England William Bradford Ross III Chevy Chase MD 
Faye Davenport Charles Town WV Steven T. Rutledge Charleston WV 
JamesW. Davis Centreville MD Donald E. Santarelli Alexandria V A 
Mrs. Willie Davis, Jr. DaytonOH Valerie Schulte Washington DC 
Albert T, Dawkins, Jr. MD EastonMD Mrs.William K. Scott McLean VA 
Michael & Nancy Delasos Rockville MD Roy Skoglund Roseburg OR 
Mr. Howard L. Denton, Jr. TowsonMD Mrs. Larry L.R. Smith Fishers IN 
Mrs. W.F. Doehler Centreville MD Mrs. JohnH. Sprinkle Chestertown MD 
M/MA.K. Doggett OldwickNJ Harold F. Stackhouse East Dennis MA 
Alyce Daughton Jefferson OR Mr. Charles L. Stauffer LusbyMD 
Carol Lynn Pardoe! Don Dunlap Eldersburg MD Jo Steele Warm Springs GA 
LeoJ. Dunn,MD Manakin VA Margaret Straubs Arlington V A 
Mr. James E. Edmunds III Halifax VA Mr. A. Michael Sullivan, Jr. Middleburg V A 
M/MD.W. Fauber Cape Charles V A USDA Nal. Ag. Lib. Serials Unit Beltsville MD 
Virginia Lee Fleming DentonMD W.M. Woodruff's Son, Inc. Lowgap NC 
Norman & Lesia Garfield CentrevIlle VA M/M Robert A.J. Walker Princess Anne MD 
Ian Robert Gear Hamilton New Zealand Mrs. Wanda L. Walton Richmond VA 
Donna· Giampa Warrenton V A Darlene Welcker Garden Magic Raleigh NC 
Charles H. Gobin III BerryvIlle V A Ms. Eiieen Weldon Williamsburg V A 
P.HansIik/L.Little Holly Ridge Nursery Geneva OH H. Barton West Frederick MD 
Mr. Robert Harper Winston-Salem NC SusanL. Wiggins NewtownPA 
Harriet Hentges Washington DC W.G.M. Wood Warminster England 
M/ML.R. Hom Mocksville NC A.A. Zimmerman Middleburg V A 
Sylvia Hunsucker Rural Hall NC 
Maggie Kenney Princess Anne MD 
Mrs. Ralph C. Liebchen Sierra Vista AZ 
Catherine P. Mack Middleburg V A 
Eva Maier Cape May Point NJ 
Joseph Manta Flourtown P A 
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rrhe Seasonal (jarcfener 
Practical tips/or boxwood enthusiasts/rom Society members 

WINTER DAMAGE 

Cold winter temperatures are a major influence 
on where boxwoods can be grown. Boxwoods with 
a southern exposure, or with a winter temperature 
colder than 20°F, are more predisposed to winter 
damage. The effects of winter can be minimized by 
sound cultural practices as well as proper plant and 
site selection. 

The branches of Buxus sempervirens are gener
ally hardy to -5°F, USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 6. 
A few cultivars are hardy to -20°F, Zone 5. It is on 
this basis that plants are rated for hardiness. While 
the roots are more sensitive to cold, generally 
surviving only to 15°F, they are protected from cold 
injury by soil and mulch. 

What does winter damage look like? 
Discolored foliage may be reddish brown, 

yellowish, grayish green or in extreme cases have a 
complete loss of color. The ends of a branch are the 
most prone to winter effects. 

Sunken bark along the trunk just above the 
ground or in the crotches and along the sides of the 
main branches. Close examination of the sunken 
bark may reveal that it is brown throughout or 
contains brown streaks. 

Removed bark can occur on the twigs and 
branches. The bark will separate from the wood, 
patches of considerable size can be stripped off. In 
severe cases, the stem will crack and death of entire 
branches can occur. 

Cracked bark is a type of winter damage which 
may not become evident until the middle of the 
summer. This cracking is caused by the weight of 
snow or ice. Frequently the snow causes a hairline 
split in the bark and vascular cambium. The branch 
will stay green through the spring. As the heat of 
summer approaches the vascular cambium is not 
able to meet the increased water demands of the 
leaves, and the branch dies. 

What causes winter damage? 
Boxwoods are particularly vulnerable to injury 

during a winter following a dry summer or fall. 

Plants in poor health or those producing foliage in 
the fall due to excessive rain, fertilizer or pruning 
are likely to be damaged because the plants do not 
have time to harden off. Winter damage is also 
common on branches that have developed aerial 
roots. Growing near the base of the branches, it will 
result in exposed roots that are subject to desicca
tion and freezing. When damage occurs the foliage 
will discolor. Removing the debris that accumulates 
in the center of the plant and keeping mulch away 
from plant stems will prevent the growth of aerial 
roots. Individual conditions are: 

Rapid temperature drop can cause bark splitting 
in Zones 4 to 8. It is most likely to happen during 
the clear sunny days of January and February. The 
plant is warmed enough to start the production of 
new secondary vascular tissue immediately under 
the bark tissue. The plummeting temperatures at 
night cause the bark tissue to freeze and expand. 
This pushes out against the bark which splits and 
separates from the wood. 

Prolonged low temperatures when the ground is 
deeply frozen will prevent roots from taking up 
water, making the boxwoods susceptible to desicca
tion. Once a hard freeze occurs, there are few 
alternatives. The impact can be reduced by applying 
mulch in late fall. 

High winds will cause excessive transpiration 
which results in the plant losing unusually high 
amounts of moisture. An inadequate supply of soil 
moisture is often a contributing factor. Damage can 
be avoided by replenishing the moisture level. 

Snow and ice can cause stems to bend, crack or 
even break. The snow ought to be removed from 
the plants as soon as practical. The snow is re
moved by gently shaking the shrub with a broom or 
stick in a side to side motion; do not use an up and 
down motion. If the temperature is under 35°F, the 
snow should not be removed. It is likely that the 
branches are frozen and will break. Ice should not 
be removed from the plant regardless of the air 
temperature. 

Excerpt from the ABS Boxwood Handbook. available from the ABS. See inside front cover. 
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