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Growing Better Boxwood 
by Lynn R. Batdorf 

Most growers are aware that 
box wood is one of Man's oldest 
ornamental plants . Boxwood is a 
familiar neighbor in the eastern 
United States, particularly in the 
middle Atlantic area, but even there 
boxwood is not well understood. 
There have been recent advances and 
new technology that greatly improve 
the cultural conditions for boxwood. 
The introduction of new cultivars, 
improved transplanting and cultural 
techniques, more effective pest and 
disease management, and better 
information resources provide greater 
opportunity for producing healthier, 
more salable boxwoods. 

Providing optimal cultural condi
tions is neither time consuming nor 
costly. The most important of these is 
maintaining the soil pH between 6.5 
and 7.2. If the pH is low, apply lime. 
For in-ground boxwood, dolomitic 
lime with its low 30% oxide content, 
is preferred. While this lime is slow 
to initially raise the soil pH, it will 
work for many years to maintain a 
higher pH. For containers, low
volume applications of dehydrated 
lime every six months work best. It is 
fast-acting, but oxidizes quickly. 

Boxwoods do best with partial sun 
during the growing season. The site 
should offer protection from winter 
sun and wind. If exposed to direct sun 
in winter the leaves become reddish
brown or yellow in color due to rapid 
temperature changes. Boxwoods 
planted without a wind break often 
experience winter bronzing. Apply 
and maintain mulch to a depth of one 
inch. A void mounding mulch under 
branches which will encourage 
adventitious rooting. Excess mulch 
attracts voles and field mice which 
excel at eating boxwood roots. 

The best time to plant or transplant 

during the fall and winter months. 
Moving a boxwood in the fall gives 
the plant time to re-establish its root 
system before the new spring foliage 
appears. Ideally, the root ball should 
be at least as wide as the drip line. 
The depth of the ball is usually 
determined by the height of the plant. 
A 3 to I ratio provides a general 
guideline. That is, a 6' tall boxwood 
should have a root ball 11/2' to 2' 
deep. 

The pot-in-pot system with its 
copper-treated container, has quickly 
gained industry acceptance. The pot
in-pot results in superior root devel
opment, easier transplanting and 
reduced labor costs. Boxwood plants 
are adaptable to this new technology. 
They will have increased root-system 
density, and after transplanting will 
have faster root growth when this 
system is used. Different size contain
ers are available, but boxwood root 
development is better in wide and 
shallow containers. 

The demand for large "English" or 

"True Dwarf' Boxwoods, Buxus 
sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' , contin
ues to exceed supply. 'Suffruticosa' 
has been widely planted since our 
early colonial period when no garden 
in the southern colonies was consid
ered complete without it. There are a 
few important cultural requirements 
that separate the 'Suffruticosa' from 
others. 

In production, most failures in 
growing 'Suffruticosa' occur on 
exposed sites. In order to grow a high 
quality plant, protection from south
west exposure is critical. It is expo
sure to the afternoon sun and winter 
winds that cause poor foliage color. A 
conifer screen such as loblolly pine 
provides excellent protection. Proper 
moisture level in the soil is important. 
Heavy soils and those that are over
irrigated are often too wet for 
'Suffruticosa' . 

With optimal growing conditions 
of adequate water, good drainage, 
loam soil, proper soil pH and nutrient 
levels, 'Suffruticosa' quickly pro-

is early fall. Boxwoods produce roots English Boxwood is well represented in the Rose Garden at The White House. 
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duces a thick growth of dark green 
leaves. But ironically , this lush 
growth can create cultural problems 
for the plant. The thick , waxy foliage 
effectively blocks air and sunlight 
from the center of the plant. 

Blocking sunlight from the older 
leaves causes them to die prema
turely. Because the foliage does not 
Ii ve for the usual three years, it does 
not produce all the food it could, 
which stresses the plant. Additionally , 
as the leaves fall off, they collect in 
the maze of interior branches. As the 
leaves accumulate over the years , 
adventitious roots from the stem grow 
into the composted debris . Exposed to 
extreme temperature and moisture 
fluctuations, these roots quickly die. 
The energy the plant used to produce Macrophoma leaf spot is the most common disease of English Boxwood. 
these roots is wasted, causing addi-
tional stress. 

Blocking the air from the interior 
of the plant is deadly . It creates an 
environment that promotes fungal 
di seases such as Macrophoma and 
Volutella . Macrophoma, in its early 
stage, is present on the interior leaves 
as small dark brown or black spots. 
Damage results in a loss of internal 
foliage . Volutella generally forms on 
the underside of interior leaves and is 
seen as a very thin film of a cotton
candy-like growth . Branches killed by 
Volutella may have rose-colored 
spore bodies at the canker site. 
Volutella is a canker disease and far 
more serious than Macrophoma . 

While optimal growing conditions 
create a healthy appearance on the 
outside of the plant, these diseases 
greatly stress and injure the boxwood. 
When the plant is sold, traditional 
digging and transplanting damage the 
important root hairs located near the 
surface, further weakening the plant. 
In its new location, the boxwood will 
initially grow more slowly. If the 
plant is stressed, the diseases are 
encouraged to grow at an even faster 
rate. 
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Finally, as the first outward sign of 
a problem appears, the leaves on a 
small branch suddenly die. This is 
often quickly pruned out and not 
given further consideration . However, 
as the disease multiplies , more and 
larger branches continue to die and 
the frustrated homeowner continues 
to prune them out. This continues 
until the entire plant dies or is in such 
poor condition that it must be re
moved. 

This scenario is repeated with all
too-frequent regularity . Its economic 
cost is staggering, yet easily avoid
able. The single most important 
maintenance activity for keeping 
'Suffruticosa' healthy is thinning. 
This improves the air and sun circula
tion through the interior of the plant, 
reducing or eliminating the chance for 
infection by these diseases . A thin
ning, shake-and-rake strategy pro
vides the best results . First, thin the 
plant to reduce the dense foliage and 
prune out dead twigs. Prune out 
individual stems 4" to 8" long, around 
the plant until the interior branches 
are barely visible. Then, vigorously 
shake the branches to force the debris 

to fall down to the ground. Finally, 
rake up the infected debris and 
remove it from the site to reduce the 
chance of reinfection . While this can 
be done any time of the year, late fall 
allows a propagator to use the pruned 
material as cuttings to start the next 
crop of boxwood. Additional excess 
can be sold as holiday greens for 
wreath making. 

In residential sites, protecting 
'Suffruticosa' next to the house from 
snow load is important. Tying '/s" to 
'14" diameter string around the plant 
will protect it from damage due to the 
weight of snow or ice. First, tie the 
string securely but loosely to the main 
trunk at the base of the shrub. Then 
pull the string, with about 5 pounds of 
effort, in an upward spiral around the 
plant. Once at the top, continue back 
down and tie the string onto the trunk 
again. The best support is given when 
the rows of string are about 8" to 10" 
apart. 

Using these techniques in the 
production of boxwood results in 
superior plants. The plant will grow 
quicker while having less cultural 
stress and fewer disease problems. 
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The American Boxwood Society 38th Annual Meeting May 15-16,1998 
Co-sponsored by the U.S. National Arboretum 

The American Boxwood Society Annual Meeting 
will be held in the D.C. area with programs and tours 
at the U.S . National Arboretum on Friday and a tour 
day into Maryland, visiting gardens featuring 
boxwood, on Saturday. Lynn R. Batdorf, Curator of 
the National Boxwood Collection at the USNA and 
International Registrar of cultivated Buxus L. for The 
American Boxwood Society has planned an exciting 
and educational two days . 

Friday, May 15, will begin with a welcome and 
opening of the business meeting, followed by two 
speakers: Ian Robertson, ASLA, of Charlottesville, 
Virginia, and Dr. Bonnie Appleton , a Coooperative 
Extension Agent with the Hampton Roads Agricul
ture Experiment Station in Virginia Beach. 

Lunch and book signing will be followed by 
guided tours of the National Boxwood Collection at 
the Arboretum. 

Afternoon speakers will be Dean Norton from 
Mt. Vernon and Lynn R. Batdorf, followed by a 
panel discussion. The annual boxwood auction will 
be the last event of the afternoon. 

A banquet dinner at the Holiday Inn, Calverton, 
Md., will conclude with a talk on the White House 
gardens. 

Saturday will be the bus tour in historic St. 

Mary ' s County , beginning with coffee and departure 
from the Holiday Inn, Calverton . There will be vi sits to 
private gardens featuring boxwood, and lunch at Sotter
ley , built circa 1717. Sotterley, a working plantation 
since early Colonial times, was the home of Bowles, 
Plater, Briscoe and Satterlee families . After lunch there 
will be guided tours through the house and gardens . 

A registration form is enclosed with thi s Bulletin. 
The deadline is April 25, 1998. Registration will be 
accepted on a first come, first served basis. As there is 
limited space and the program will be open to non
members , please avoid disappointment by replying 
early. More details will be in the April issue of The 
Boxwood Bulletin. Registration fee to cover meals and 
other costs will be discounted at $115 for members and 
$135 for non-members before April J O. From April 10-
25, the fee will be $125 for members and $145 for non
members. 

Registrants will be responsible for their own 
lodgings. A block of rooms will be held until April 29 
at the Holiday Inn , 4095 Powder Mill Road, Calverton, 
Md. (30 I) 937-4422, at a special rate of $75 .00 plus tax 
for a single or double and $125.00 plus tax for a suite. 
After that, regular rates and availability will apply. In 
making your reservation, identify yourself with The 
American Boxwood Society. 

Partial defoliation is due to damage by the boxwood leafminer. Spring growth damaged by psyllid. 
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B. microphylla 'Compacta' adapts well as a bonsai specimen. 

The main peristyle garden at the J. Paul Getty Museum in Malibu, California. 
About 1.3 miles ofB. microphylla var. japonica hedge is used in the 12 acres 
that surround a replica of the Roman Villa dei Papiri at Herculaneum. 

Boxwood Plants 

The introduction of unique and 
cold tolerant varieties has renewed 
interest in boxwood among landscape 
designers and professional gardeners. 
In response to market demand, the 
U.S . nursery industry grows over 75 
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species and cultivars of boxwood. 
The highly recommended cultivars 
are: 

B. microphylla 'Compacta', 
grown since 1912, is occasionally 
misnamed 'Kingsville Dwarf' for the 
Kingsville Nursery where this plant 
was first distributed. Annual growth 

averages 1/4" to 1/2" which makes it 
the slowest-growing boxwood. The 
small leaves average 112" long and less 
than 1/4" wide. The plant has a tight, 
low mounding habit and grows best 
in full shade. Twenty-five- year old 
plants average \0" in height and 18" 
in width. Hardy to Zone 5. 

Buxus microphylla var.japonica 
'Morris Midget' A unique, dense 
boxwood, a low mound with a 
smooth outline. It is very slow
growing and at 40 years of age will 
be only IIf2' tall and 3' to 4' wide. 
Hardy to Zone 6. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Arbor
escens' , is a very common landscape 
plant. Its large size makes it best 
suited as a large hedge or in screen 
plantings . Specimens can live 175 
years. Growth of 20' tall and IS ' wide 
is rather typical for a mature 40-year
old plant. Hardy to Zone 5 or 6. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Dee Runk' 
has only very recently entered the 
nursery trade, and is considered to be 
superior to 'Graham Blandy' . Both 
have the same remarkable fastigiate 
shape. Due to its strong branches 
'Dee Runk' does not open with age. 
The foliage is not as dense as that of 
'Graham Blandy' . Hardy to Zone 6. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Elegan
tissima' is the best of the variegated 
boxwoods, its leaves have a bright, 
irregular creamy-white margin with a 
green center. Both the leaves and 
plant are small in size. The mature 
size is 7' tall and 7' wide. Hardy to 
Zone 6. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Graham 
Blandy' is a striking plant with 
straight sides that form a very narrow, 
upright, dense plant. Spring growth is 
occasionally pulled down by rain and 
should be pruned to maintain the 
parallel sides . A 20-year-old plant 
will be about 9' tall and only I ' to IIf2' 
wide. Mature height is 15' to 18'. 
Probably hardy to Zone 5. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Pendula' 
has a unique J, L or even K shape. A 
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This row of 15 year-old B. semper
virens 'Graham Blandy ' is 7' tall and 
provides a formal, vertical effect 
without shearing or pruning. 

small plant at 30 years of age will be 
only 5 W tall and averages about 5' 
wide if not permitted to layer. Hardy 
to Zone 5 or 6. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Suffru
ticosa' is the most popular and 
widely-grown boxwood. It is usually 
referred to as English Boxwood or 
True Dwarf Boxwood. A rounded 
plant with tufts of growth resembling 
a cloud, it has small , rounded leaves 
giving the plant a dense habit. Noted 
for its slow growth, averaging 3/ 4" to 
I W' per year. Hardy to Zone 5. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Vardar 
Valley' originated in the Vardar 
River Valley of Macedonia and was 
selected for its cold-hardy character
istic. It retains its dark green color 
throughout the winter. Spring growth 
has a prominent bluish cast that 
slowly weathers off by late summer 
or fall. Hardy to Zone 4. 

Buxus sinica var. insularis 
'Justin Brouwers' is a very superior, 
cold-hardy Korean Boxwood. 
Growing in a handsome conical 
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This compact B. microphylla var. japonica 'Morris Midget ' is 14" tall, 31" 
wide and 45 years old. 

Buxus 'Green Velvet' was awarded the 1997 Pennsylvania Horticultural 
Society Gold Medal Plant Award. 
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Buxus sinica var. insularis 'Justin Brouwers ' has proved to be 
a dependable and popular Korean Boxwood. 

shape, the pointy, dark green leaf 
makes this a dependable plant. Hardy 
to Zone 4. 

Buxus 'Green Mountain' The 
carefree foliage remains dark green 
throughout the winter. Has a good, 
dense pyramidal habit. A ten-year-old 
plant is 36" high and 18" wide, the 
mature size is unknown. Hardy to 
Zone 4. 

Buxus 'Green Velvet' Originating 
in Ontario, it has excellent winter 
hardiness while keeping its dark green 
foliage. Mature size is unknown, but it 
has a mounded habit and a 12-year
old plant is 3' tall and 3' wide. 

Resources 

American Boxwood Society. This 
nonprofit organization, founded in 
1961, is devoted to educational 
objectives. It publishes The Boxwood 
Bulletin quarterly, holds annual 
meetings, conducts tours, workshops, 
and supports the Memorial Boxwood 
Garden at the Virginia State Arbore
tum in Boyce, VA. U.S. dues are $25 
per year and include a subscription to 
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The Boxwood Bulletin. For more 
information write to: The American 
Boxwood Society, 134 Methodist 
Church Lane, West Augusta, VA 
24485-2053. 

Boxwood Books 

The authoritative Boxwood 
Handbook; A Practical Guide to 
Knowing and Growing Boxwood by 
Lynn R. Batdorf gives detailed 
information on culture, propagation, 
insects, diseases, use in the landscape, 
and recommended cultivars. The soft 
cover book is now in a revised, 
second printing with 99 pages and 54 
color photographs. It is available 
from the American Boxwood Society 
for $15 plus $2 tax and postage. 

Boxwood by P. D. Larson, gives 
detailed descriptions on over 110 
species and cultivars. The soft cover 
book has 228 pages, hundreds of line 
drawings, and 12 color pictures. 
Available from Our Shop, State 
Arboretum of Virginia, Route 2, Box 
210, Boyce, VA 22620 for $27.05 
including tax and postage. 

Boxwood Collections 

A National Boxwood Collection is 
at the U.S. National Arboretum in 
Washington D.C., which is adminis
tered by the USDA, Agricultural 
Research Service. The five-acre 
boxwood di splay has nearly 140 
different cultivars and species. The 
Arboretum has 444 acres with major 
gardens including: the National 
Bonsai Museum, National Herb 
Garden, dwarf conifers, Asian plants, 
azaleas , native plants, herbaceous 
perennials and aquatic plants . Open 
daily except Christmas, no admission 
charge. Mailing address: 3501 New 
York Avenue NE, Washington, D.C. 
20002-1958. (202) 245-4523. 

The State Arboretum of Virginia 
in Boyce, Virginia has over 100 acres 
with over 5,000 ornamental plants. 
The American Boxwood Society 
maintains a well-designed, well
labeled boxwood collection that is 
one of the most complete. Open daily, 
no admission charge. Mailing 
address: Route 2, Box 210, Boyce, 
V A 22620. (540) 837-1758. 

The Missouri Botanical Garden 
recently completed a major, new 
boxwood collection. Also well
designed and well-labeled, this large 
boxwood collection focuses on cold
hardy selections. This 79-acre, world
class botanic garden is full of exten
sive and interesting plantings. Open 
daily , entrance fee. Mailing address 
P.O. Box 299, St. Louis , MO 63166. 
(314) 577-5100. 

Lynn R. Batdorf is Curator of the 
National Boxwood Collection, 
Perennial and Aquatic plants at the 
U.S. National Arboretum in Washing
ton, D. C. He manages the most 
complete living collection of boxwood 
in the world and serves as Interna
tional Registrar for boxwood culti
vars. He lectures widely and has 
published numerous articles on a 
variety of boxwood topics. 

January 1998 



Notes for International Registration Authorities 
The following article is reprinted 

from the International Code of 
Nomenclature for Cultivated Plants -
1995. Batdolf received permission to 
reprint this article from Dr. Chris 
Brickell, Chairman of the Interna
tional Commissionfor the Nomencla
ture of Cultivated Plants. The article 
describes the role that Registrars 
have in nomenclature, publication, 
and registering new cultivars in their 
respective genera. 

Appointment of International 
Registration Authorities 

International Registration Authori
ties (lRAs), whether they represent 
agricultural, forestry or horticultural 
disciplines, are appointed by the 
International Society for Horticultural 
Science (ISHS) and are to operate 
within the provisions of this Code. 

Organizations or individuals 
wishing to act as IRA for a particular 
group of plants should apply to the 
Chairman, ISHS Commission for 
Nomenclature and Registration, c/o 
Royal Horticultural Society, 80 
Vincent Square, London SWIP 2PE, 
UK. Applicants should be able to 
demonstrate an ability to provide for 
both the time and costs in setting up 
and maintaining an International 
Register, as well as providing for the 
costs of publication of Checklists and 
Registers. 

Additions and amendments to the 
directory of IRAs shown in Appendix 
II are published periodically in 
Chronica Horticulturae (ISHS, 
Englaan 1, 6703 Ff Wageningen, The 
Netherlands) and are available on 
request from the ISHS Commission 
for Nomenclature and Registration at 
the above address. 
Functions of an International 
Registration Authority. 

The primary functions of an IRA 
are: 
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(a) To register cultivar and 
cultivar-group epithets in the denomi
nation class for which they have 
accepted responsibility and to ensure 
their establishment. 

(b) To publish full lists of all 
cultivar and cultivar-group epithets in 
that denomination class. 

(c) To maintain records, in as 
great a detail as is practical, of the 
origin, characteristics and history of 
each cultivar and cultivar-group in 
that denomination class. 

It is NOT the function of an IRA: 
(a) To conduct trials. 
(b) To judge if one cultivar or 

cultivar-group is more meritorious or 
more useful than another. 

(c) To judge distinctness of 
cultivars or cultivar-groups. 

The following notes are intended 
for the guidance of International 
Registration Authorities. If any 
Registrar encounters procedural or 
nomenclatural points which they find 
difficult to resolve, these should be 
referred to the ISHS Commission for 
Nomenclature and Registration 
through Dr. Alan C. Leslie, RHS 
Garden, Wisley, Woking, Surrey 
GU23 6QB, United Kingdom, (Tel.: 
(44)1483224234, Fax: (44)1483 
211750, E-mail: acl.reg@dial. 
pipex.com). 
Appointment of Registrar 

Each IRA should appoint a Regis
trar with, if necessary, an advisory 
committee to assist. In some cases it 
may be useful to the IRA to consider 
arranging for a local representative in 
other countries to act as a collecting 
point for new applications. Such local 
registrars can filter out clearly 
unacceptable names and can help 
surmount language and cultural 
barriers. 

Registrars will need a good 
working knowledge of this Code and 
of the ICBN as well. Access to good 

libraries and catalogue collections 
will also be necessary. 
Denomination class 

The IRA should fix the limits of 
its denomination class (or classes) 
following consultation with, and 
agreement from, the International 
Commission for Nomenclature of 
Cultivated Plants·. The denomination 
class is the taxonomic unit within 
which no repetition of a cultivar or 
cultivar-group epithet will normally 
be permitted. 
Conserved cultivar epithets 

An IRA should list any cultivar 
epithets that are technically unaccept
able yet which they have sanctioned 
for use and submit these to the 
International Commission for No
menclature of Cultivated Plants for 
confirmation as epithets to be perma
nently conserved over any competing 
epithets. Once ratified as conserved, 
such epithets should be noted as 
being conserved in any Checklist or 
International Register published by an 
IRA. 
Public relations 

Every effort should be made to 
inform the relevant specialist societ
ies, statutory plant registration 
authorities and growers in all coun
tries of the existence of registration 
facilities. The general public should 
also be informed through technical, 
scientific and gardening magazines, 
periodicals and books. 
Cooperation with statutory plant 
registration authorities 

Registrars are likely to be con
sulted by statutory plant registration 
authorities enquiring whether an 
epithet has already been used for a 
plant, prior to denomination in a 

1. c/o The Secretary to the Commission, W. 
L. A. Hetterscheia, Vaste Keurings 
Commissie, Linnaeuslaan 2a, 1431 JV 
Aalsmeer, The Netherlands. (Fax: (31) 297 
352205} 
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statutory register. An IRA must 
therefore be in a position to respond 
to such enquiries with alacrity. IRAs 
must, in some situations, also be in a 
position to formally register an 
objection to an epithet proposed by a 
statutory plant registration authority. 
Preparation of a checklist 

(a) It is recommended that as 
soon as possible a new IRA should 
compile a preliminary Checklist of all 
known cultivar and cultivar-group 
epithets. This should be circulated to 
various specialist authorities for 
comment and amendment. 

(b) Following the addition of 
comments and amendments from the 
various authorities the Checklist 
should be published. This will then 
act as a guide to stimulate the submis
sion of further information and as a 
tentative International Register. 
Publication of an International 
Register 

(a) At a reasonable interval after 
the Checklist has been published, so 
that further corrections, amendments, 
omissions and additions may be 
included, the IRA should publish a 
comprehensive International Register. 

(b) Subsequently, at regular 
intervals there should be supplements 
to the International Register, incorpo
rating newly registered cultivar and 
cultivar-group epithets, together with 
corrections and amendments to those 
previously published. 

(c) Periodically fully revised 
editions of the International Register 
should be published, incorporating all 
supplementary lists, together with any 
corrections and amendments. 
Listing requirements 

(a) The International Register 
should list the epithets of ALL 
cultivars and cUltivar-groups that 
have been named in the denomination 
class(es) concerned, whether they are 
still known to be in cultivation or not. 
If required, cultivars considered to be 
extinct may be indicated as such, but 
it should be borne in mind that it can 
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be extremely difficult to establish 
whether a particular cultivar is or is 
not still in cultivation. It is especially 
important to remember that some 
names of cultivars and cultivar
groups, although no longer cultivated 
or used, will be of historical impor
tance and should be cited. 

In effect, any epithet which has 
been published should be included, 
since any printed reference is perma
nent and a potential source of confu
sion with any other use of the same 
epithet. 

(b) The International Register 
should include all synonyms (includ
ing trade designations and any 
translations or transliterations that 
have been used) and should clearly 
indicate in each case which is the 
accepted epithet. 

(c) The International Register 
should list epithets which are not 
acceptable for registration but which 
are nevertheless still in commercial 
use. These should be clearly indicated 
as being unacceptable and not 
registered and, where possible, the 
reason for their un acceptability 
should be stated. 

(d) When an epithet has been 
used more than once within a de
nomination class, each use should be 
listed in the International Register, 
with the appropriate description. 
Where it can be demonstrated, 
precedence of publication should be 
indicated. 

(e) The International Register 
should include unregistered but 
established epithets, accompanied by 
an indicative sign to show that they 
have not been officially registered. 
This action would only be necessary 
for epithets established but not 
registered after publication of the 
initial Register for a particular group. 

(f) The International Register 
may also record trademarks if they 
have been known to have been 
applied to cultivars or cultivar
groups. Such marks may only be 

published in an International Register 
with the expressed permission of the 
trademark owner or his assignee. 
Reservation of names 

An IRA should exercise caution in 
the reservation of epithets especially 
if they have not yet been definitely 
assigned to particular plants. How
ever, it may, for example, be useful to 
allow reservation during the period in 
which a plant is being assessed for 
Plant Breeders' Rights. 

Reservation of epithets should in 
all cases only be permitted for a 
definite and limited period. Regis
trants should be advised that a 
reserved epithet will no longer be 
available if someone else happens to 
establish the epithet for another plant 
in that denomination class. 
Botanical Names 

International Registers are not 
required to list botanical names of 
species or other taxonomic ranks, but 
some Registrars have found it useful 
to do so. Where this is the case, 
specialist help should be sought to 
ensure that the names used are in 
accordance with the latest accepted 
botanical treatment of the genus or 
genera concerned. 
Registration Form 

Each IRA needs to produce a 
registration form on which it should 
require all applications to be made. 
Advice on the general layout and 
content of the registration form can 
be provided by the ISHS Commission 
for Nomenclature and Registration 
through Dr. A. C. Leslie (address 
above), but the detailed format will 
vary depending on the denomination 
class concerned. 

All such forms should request at 
least the following information and 
material: 

(a) The names and addresses of: 
(i) the originator (it may be 

necessary to distinguish the 
hybridizer from the person 
who grew a plant on to its 
first flowering) 

January 1998 



(ii) the nominant who desig 
nated (invented or coined) 
the epithet 

(iii) the introducer (it may be 
necessary to distinguish 
private distribution or 
exhibition from commercial 
introduction) 

(iv) the registrant 
In each case the relevant 
date(s) should also be 
requested (the year is 
usually sufficient). 

(b) If the cultivar or cultivar
group has been named and described 
previously, but not registered, the 
name of the person who originally 
published the epithet, together with a 
copy of the publication or full 
reference to its date and place of 
publication. 

(c) If the epithet to be registered 
is a transliteration from a language 
not using the Latin alphabet the 
original form (characters) of the 
epithet should also be indicated. 

(d) The parentage, when known. 
(e) Particulars of any associated 

patents, trademarks or plant breeders' 
rights, together with the results of 
testing in recognised trials, if appli
cable. 

(f) Awards received, with dates 
and the name of the awarding body. 

(g) A description in a language 
using the Latin alphabet including, 
where applicable, details of colour -
the RHS Colour Chart (1966, re
printed 1986 in association with the 
Flower Council of Holland and in 
1995 by the RHS) is now a widely 
used standard and is strongly recom
mended. The IRA should try to 
ensure that the registrant is prompted 
into giving an account of characteris
tics that are likely to be diagnostic. 

(h) A listing of differential 
characters between the cultivar or 
cUltivar-group being registered and 
any closely related cultivars or 
cUltivar-groups. 

(i) An herbarium specimen and 
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photograph, painting or drawing to be 
stored subsequently in a Standard 
portfolio housed in a recognised 
herbarium. 

(j) The preferred method(s) by 
which any new cultivar should be 
propagated. 

(k) An explanation of the 
etymology, derivation or meaning of 
the cultivar epithet, especially if this 
is not immediately apparent from 
other data given on the form. 

(I) Registration forms should 
indicate that although the IRA will 
ensure eventual establishment for all 
registered epithets, their precedence is 
not fixed until publication. Regis
trants may thus wish to publish new 
epithets themselves, following 
registration, to ensure that precedence 
of their epithets is not affected. 
Registration Fees 

The ISHS has no funds with which 
to support IRAs and relies upon the 
voluntary cooperation of individuals 
and organizations in maintaining a 
world-wide network of registration 
authorities. Some IRAs charge a fee 
for their services, but there is no 
requirement that they should do so. 
The amount charged is left to the 
discretion of the IRA concerned, but 
charges may weB discourage registra
tion and defeat the purpose of the 
IRA. It should be remembered that it 
is not possible for a non-statutory 
registration authority (such as an 
IRA) to enforce registration as the 
process in itself offers no legal 
protection over the plant or its name. 

The American Boxwood Society is 
the International Registration 
Authority for Cultivated Buxus. Mr. 
Lynn R. Batdorf serves as the Regis
trar. In this capacity, he reports to the 
International Commission for the 
Nomenclature of Cultivated Plants, 
under the International Society for 
Horticultural Science. As Registrar, 
the duties in this position are varied 
and quite interesting. 

ABS Auction 
May 15, 1998 

Anyone with named cultivars to 
offer for the boxwood auction at the 
Annual Meeting please contact Mrs. 
Scot Butler, 107 Cottage Drive, 
Winchester, VA 22603, (540) 665-
5879. 

Maryland House and 
Garden Pilgrimage 1998 

Dates have been set for this year's 
tours: 

Sat., April 18 ....... Charles County 
Sun., April 19 ........ Baltimore City 
Sat., April 25 .. Dorchester County 
Sun., April 26 ........ Talbot County 
Sat., May 2 .......... Howard County 
Sat., May 9 .... Washington County 
Sat., May 30 .... Cruise from Balti-

more to Annapolis 
with a short walking 

tour of the historic 
town. 

The Pilgrimage has been an annual 
event for more than 60 years and 
raises funds for preservation, restora
tion and maintenance of historically 
important sites throughout the state. 

For information, write 1105A 
Providence Road, Baltimore, MD 
21286 or phone (410) 821-6933. 

Read all about it ... 
An ABS member shared this ad 

from her local paper: 

9 BOOKWOODS. (English), 
2' high by 3' diameter. $50 
each o-bo. You move. 410-
221-1336 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

From Decca Frackelton: 

ABS Memorial Garden 
Sigrid Harriman and Decca Frack

elton joined Joan Butler on a brisk 
November day to visit the ABS 
Memorial Garden at Blandy, to mark 
some stakes for boxwood to be 
planted in the garden, and to check 
the greenhouse for plants that have 
grown sufficiently to be planted out. 

We found most of the plants 

looked well, having responded to the 
careful watering by Bob Arnold when 
Clarke County was suffering from 
lack of water during the summer and 
fall. 

Joan Butler has donated to the 
collection plants of Buxus semper
virens 'Aurea Pendula', 'Nish' and 
K-Sl . The latter is one of the un
named boxwood of the K-series of 
Anderson's Balkan seedlings. 

We found two boxwood that had 

been set outside the greenhouse 
which had been grown from cuttings 
of boxwood removed from the 
terraces across Lake Georgette. The 
growth habit, color and form, we felt 
warranted further study and compari
son with possible reidentification. 

The allee of B. sempervirens 'Dee 
Runk' has done much better than that 
of 'Graham Blandy'. We are investi
gating improving drainage and other 
factors. 

The row ofItea virginiana in the center bed of the ABS 
Memorial Garden is doing well and the fall color adds 
contrast to the boxwood. (Photos: Decca Frackelton) 

These plants grown from cuttings of boxwood that were 
removed from the terraces across Lake Georgette merit 
further study. 

From Dr. Henry Frierson: 

Warning! Puzzling 
Local ized Damage to a 
Boxwood Planting 

During replacement of a roof on 
this South Carolina house in July, this 
eight foot segment of Buxus harlandii 
had been covered by a plastic sheet 
ostensibly placed to protect them 
from falling shingles. The boxwood 
damage resulted from the intense 
summer heat generated beneath the 
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plastic sheeting. (Note: A painter's 
canvas with an accumulation of paint 
might also cause damage by its 
weight and lack of ventilation. Burlap 
[not the plastic kind] could be used as 
an alternative.) 

The tops of fourteen Buxus harlandii 
along eight feet of a foundation 

planting had leaves that were dead 
(arrows). The remaining parts of the 

plants were healthy as were other 
Buxus harlandii around this house. 
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From Suzanne Munson: 

The Garden Club of Virginia Historic Garden Week April 18-25, 1998 

Spanning the mid-17th century to 
the late 20th, Historic Garden Week 
in Virginia opens more than 250 of 
the state's finest houses, gardens and 
landmarks April 18-25, 1998. 

Intriguing places to visit range 
from Bacon's Castle, with its 1665 
brick manor house and recreated 1680 
garden, to contemporary properties of 
interior designers and master garden
ers. Houses with interesting histories 
dating to the American Revolution, 
the Civil War and the Victorian era 
will also be open. 

Tour areas encompass charming 
old city neighborhoods as well as 
rural retreats along Virginia's scenic 
"blue highways." Properties include 
expansive estates in Middleburg's 
renowned horse country, beachfront 
villas on the Atlantic Ocean, and 
many "sleeping beauties" from the 
last century, once neglected but now 
magnificently preserved. The Orange 
County Club's tour April 18 will 

From Decca Frackelton: 

feature "before and after" pictures of 
its older restored houses. 

A number of historic James Ri ver 
plantations will have special openings 
during Garden Week. Among those 
not normally open to the public are 
Brandon, Westover and Belle Air, 
each furnished with handsome 18th
century antiques and surrounded by 
old and beautiful gardens. 

Exceptional colonial-era homes 
will also be open in Williamsburg on 
April 21 and in the historic Yorktown 
area April 22. 

The week-long event includes 
more than 30 separate tours on 
different days of the week from the 
Blue Ridge Mountains to the Chesa
peake Bay. Each tour offers an 
eclectic mixture of five to six local 
houses and gardens, most open to the 
public for the first time for Garden 
Week. All houses on tour will feature 
outstanding flower arrangements 
created by Garden Club members and 

Boxwood Observed in New Orleans and Vicinity 

November is a delightful time to 
visit New Orleans, and even with the 
distraction of so many wonderful 
things to see and do, it is possible to 
observe boxwood here and there. (A 
selection of photos by the author is 
presented on following pages.) 

"Creole Boxwood," which seems 
to be BllXllS microphylla var.japon
ica, predominates in hedges and 
edgings, from city to country. (BUXllS 

sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' does not 
fare well in that climate.) Liriope and 
Ophiopogon (the latter Mondo Grass) 
are companion plants used in a good 
many places. 

In the French Quarter, the 
Hermann-Grima House, a handsome 
Federal mansion with its courtyard 
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garden and functional outdoor 
kitchen, has boxwood edgings in the 
raised rectangular beds. 

The Garden District with its many 
fine homes and gardens was also a 
source of boxwood features. 

At L'Hermitage plantation, built in 
1812, the summer house on the edge 
of the lawn has foundation planting of 
boxwood. Much use was made of 
Liriope for edging and around a trio 
of tubs used as a water feature as well 
as solid rectangular designs. 

Houmas House gets its name from 
the Houmas Indians from whom the 
land was purchased. An early house, 
built in the third quarter of the 18th 
century, was preserved when the John 
Smith Prestons built the Greek 

other arrangers, with emphasis on 
lovely seasonal flowers and plants 
native to Virginia. 

Events in the Charlottesville area 
April 19-22 include the popular 
"Friendly Gardens" tour of delightful 
owner-maintained gardens, tours of 
large country estates, and special 
events at Monticello, the University 
of Virginia, and President James 
Monroe's Ash Lawn-Highland. 

Sponsored by The Garden Club of 
Virginia, Garden Week tours benefit 
the restoration of historic grounds and 
gardens throughout the Old Domin
ion. Virginia's 65th annual Historic 
Garden Week is the oldest and largest 
statewide house and garden tour 
program in the nation. 

A comprehensive 200-page 
Garden Week guidebook, mailed in 
early March, may be reserved by 
sending a $4 donation to Historic 
Garden Week, 12 E. Franklin St., 
Richmond, VA 23219. 

Revival mansion in 1840. Boxwoods 
are found in the garden as hedges to 
separate areas and as massive blocks 
to edge diamond-shaped beds, each 
centered with a flowering tree. 

Evergreen Plantation, an on-going 
restoration, has all of its original 
outbuildings. The rear of the house 
overlooks formal parterre gardens 
with a center of octagonal brick to 
hold a figured sculpture, topped with 
a sundial. 

Longue Vue house, built by the 
Edgar Steams in 1942, has extensive 
gardens, a project of the New Orleans 
GCA. A unique feature of the house 
is that three facades of the house 
represent three different plantation 
styles. 
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French Quarter 

In the French Quarter courtyard gardens of the Hermann-Grima House boxwoods edge the rectangular raised beds. 

Garden District 

Boxwood globes form a ground cover with mounds of 
Liriope. At right a hedge of Camellias forms a backdrop. 
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A niche for scuLpture is trimmed boxwood. An edging of 
stone raises the plants above the lawn. 
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Garden District 

Boxwood parterres planted with roses are backed with taller boxwood to separate garden areas. 

Part of a boxwood maze with boxwood parterres and 
various planters in the background. 
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A "square" of boxwood accents the diamond design of 
Liriope and bricks. 
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Garden District 

Near the entrance of a Garden District home, a boxwood 
globe in a decorative pot adds substance to the area. 

At another corner Liriope is infront of boxwood edging 
with colorful shrubs and a "poodle-cut" sculpture beyond. 

L'Hermitage 

At L 'Hermitage Liriope is used 
extensively in the design. 
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The summer house at L' Hermitage features a foundation planting of 
boxwood 
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Houmas House 

A section of boxwood hedge in the background of Houmas House separates areas of the garden. 

Evergreen Plantation 

At Houmas House these massive sections of boxwood look The formal boxwood garden at Evergreen as vie wed from 
like huge blocks of oasis. the mansion. 
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Evergreen Plantation 

Rectangular boxwood parterres flank one of the outbuildings at Evergreen. 

Longue Vue House 

One of the three facades of the mansion with boxwood 
parterres and plantings. 
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One of the garden areas features four parterres of box
wood, each with a center circle planted with a Camellia 
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%e Seasona[ (jaraener 
Practical tips for boxwood enthusiasts from Society members 

Winter Effects 

Cold winter temperatures are a major influence 
on where boxwoods can be grown. Boxwoods with 
a southern exposure, or with a winter temperature 
colder than 20°F, are more predisposed to winter 
damage. The effects of winter can be minimized by 
sound cultural practices as well as proper plant and 
site selection. 

The branches of Buxus sempervirens are gener
ally hardy to _soF, USDA Plant Hardiness Zone 6. 
A few cultivars are hardy to -20°F, Zone S. It is on 
this basis that plants are rated for hardiness. While 
the roots are more sensitive to cold, generally 
surviving only to lsoF, they are protected from cold 
injury by soil and mulch. 

What does winter damage look like? 

Discolored foliage may be reddish brown, 
yellowish, grayish green or in extreme cases have a 
complete loss of color. The ends of a branch are the 
most prone to winter effects. 

Sunken bark along the trunk just above the 
ground or in the crotches and along the sides of the 
main branches. Close examination of the sunken 
bark may reveal that it is brown throughout or 
contains brown streaks. 

Removed bark can occur on the twigs and 
branches. The bark will separate from the wood, 
patches of considerable size can be stripped off. In 
severe cases, the stem will crack and death of en tire 
branches can occur. 

Cracked bark is a type of winter damage which 
may not become evident until the middle of the 
summer. This cracking is caused by the weight of 

snow or ice. Frequently the snow causes a hairline 
split in the bark and vascular cambium. The branch 
will stay green through the spring. As the heat of 
summer approaches the vascular cambium is not 
able to meet the increased water demands of the 
leaves, and the branch dies. 

What causes winter damage? 

Rapid drop in temperature, prolonged low 
temperatures, high winds, snow and ice are among 
the causes of winter damage. 

How can winter injury be corrected? 

Dead or broken stems should be removed by 
cutting them back to live wood. Branches that 
appear dead from winter injury may not be dead. To 
distinguish between a live and dead branch, use the 
thumb nail test. Take your thumb nail and scratch 
the bark off a small area in question. This will 
expose the vascular cambium tissue under the bark. 
If the tissue is green, the branch is alive, if brown, 
then it is dead and should be removed. On plants 
where the foliage has turned to a reddish-brown, 
delay pruning until after new growth starts in the 
spring. 

On large boxwoods, the death or breakage of a 
large branch will leave an open area. Pulling limbs 
together to close the gap is not recommended. 
Ropes, twine and wire will crush the soft bark 
tissue, the tension will crack the branch crotches 
and it will discourage new foliage growth. Prefer
ably, the gap should be left open to encourage new 
leaves which will naturally close the gap. 

From Boxwood Handbook,' A Practical Guide to Knowing and Growing Boxwood by Lynn R. Batdorf. 
(Available from the ABS. See inside front cover.) 
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