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ABS Atlanta Tour Scheduled for April 10-13, 2000 
Registration Deadline March 1, 2000 

Chance Whitaker and his wife, 
Julie, have planned a delightful April 
tour for us in the Atlanta area. Kath
erine Ward has arranged the bus 
accommodations ("leave the driving 
to us") for the trip down and back and 
during the tour. For any who wish to 
travel to Newnan on their own, there 
is a separate fee. 

Attendees are responsible for their 
own reservations for the three nights 
(April 10, 11 , 12,2000) at the newly 
opened Spring Hill Suites, 1119 
Bullsboro Drive, Newnan, Georgia 
30265 , phone (770)254-8900,F~ 

(770) 254-8950. 
A block of rooms will be held for 

the ABS until March 1. Those who 
identify themselves as American 
Boxwood Society members or guests 
will get a special rate of $69.00 plus 
tax, double or single. 

Tour Itinerary 

Monday, April 10, 2000 - 8 a.m. 
the bus will depart from the Wal-Mart 
(Staunton, Virginia) parking lot for 
Spring Hill Suites, Newnan, Georgia, 
just south of Atlanta, Exit 9, off 1-85. 
The bus will stop for meals en route. 
(Meals are not included in the fee.) 

Tuesday, April 11, 2000-
Complimentary Breakfast - 8:30 a.m. 
the bus will depart for Swan House 
and garden tour. 

Swan House is located on the 26-
acre property of the Atlanta Historical 
Society. Built in 1928, the house is 
situated above a series of terraces and 
cascading fountains. The swan motif 
is found in architectural detail 
throughout the house and is also 
found in garden sculpture. The house 
was designed by Architect Philip 
Shutze. 

Barnsley Gardens, the next stop, 
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A 1988 photo of the entrance driveway to Swan House. Steps (center left) lead 
to the Woodland Garden. (Photos: Decca Frackelton) 

is located about 50 miles north of 
Atlanta near Adairsville, Georgia. 
"Woodlands" was the name Godfrey 
Barnsley gave to the land he pur
chased in 1840. Here he built a manor 
house and beautiful gardens for his 
beloved wife, Julia. Barnsley used the 
A. J. Downing design principles in 
developing his home and estate. 

Now known as Barnsley Gardens, 
the manor house ruins are surrounded 
by extensive boxwood gardens, 
among the oldest in Georgia. The 
land has been developed into an 
English cottage and golf resort of 
unique beauty. Each cottage has its 
own English style garden with 
flowers and trees native to Barnsley. 
We will enjoy the gardens and have 
lunch at the Rice House Restaurant, a 
restored 1856 farm house. There is 

also a gift shop housed in an 1830s
style log cabin. 

Overview of old ruins and gardens at 
Barnsley Gardens 
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Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' forms a background for 
one of the sculptures in the Swan House gardens. 

Looking past the grillwork on the ltalianate-style back 
of the Swan House toward the vista down to the street. 

Stone Mountain Park and 
adjoining Village will be the next 
and fi nal stop of the day. The Park is 
composed of 3200 acres where the 
world 's largest mass of granite 
features Confederate heroes carved 
into the mountain. The Village is a 
quaint 19th-century-type village. We 
will have a buffet dinner at the Stone 
Mountain Inn and then return to 
Newnan. 

April 12 - Complimentary 
Breakfast - 9 a.m. - Bus departs for 
Griffin , Georgia, where the Meadow
lark Farm is located. This awe
inspiring landscape was developed by 
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Rhoda Ingram. Chance Whitaker had 
read about this place in the Marchi 
April 1993 issue of Atlanta Homes 
and Lifestyles and saved it. The 
article came to mind when he was 
planning this tour and fortunately for 
us , he was able to put it on the 
agenda, especially as there are about 
30,000 boxwoods on the property. 

Meadowlark Fann is where Rhoda 
Ingram began creating this remark
able landscape over fifty years ago. 
To quote: "With no professional 
guidance and only her ' innate sense 
of how things go,' she has trans
fonned more than thirty acres of 

fonner cotton fields into a park-like 
landscape that features dozens of 
smaller niches and intimate spaces." 

Illustrations of three seasons of a 
small poplar-lined garden featuring 
an Italian statue and boxwoods are 
enough to convince anyone that this 
is a must. The garden in fall was 
shown with a scattering of leaves in 
the center rectangular lawn and 
among the boxwoods outlining the 
lawn with the structure of a massive 
oak behind the statue and the sentinel 
poplars bordering the length of the 
garden. The structure of the garden 
was even more evident with a rare 
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Boxwood at the side of the Swan House, to be visited on the Atlanta Area Tour. 

snowfall. Another photo showed early 
spring with beds 0 white pansies 
bordering the poplar-lined sides and 
the dark green of boxwood as con
trast. 

Springtime is personified in the 
glorious exhibit of pastel azaleas 
among flowering trees of pink and 
white. There is a "fairy ring" of 
boxwood around a large old oak with 
flowering trees scattered along the 
outside walk. 

Rhoda's first garden was devel
oped inside a brick wall surrounding 
the main house. Other gardens 
surround the several cottages on the 
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340-acre farm. These buildings are 
connected by narrow lanes which are 
lined with trees and flowering shrubs. 

Admired by the noted English 
garden writer Rosemary Verey and 
described by one plantsman as 
perhaps the best private collection of 
flowering trees and shrubs in the 
southeast, the gardens will certainly 
be a highlight of this trip. 

After a box lunch on the grounds, 
Bankshaven Garden will be the next 
stop. The home of William Banks 
since 1968, this is an English-style 
landscape with "lakes," walled 
gardens and parterres. 

For the finale, Chance and Julie 
Whitaker will entertain with a Wine 
and Cheese Social after a visit to their 
garden. 

A Registration Form is enclosed 
for return to: 

Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
1714 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401-5209 

Checks should be payable to The 
American Boxwood Society. 

DEADLINE: Registrations must 
be received by March 1. 

Visitors will make their own hotel 
reservations (Spring Hill Suites). See 
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details on page 47. 
Visitors are asked to indicate a 

choice for lunch on April 11 : 
1) turkey on seven-grain bread, 
2) ham and Swiss cheese on rye 

bread, or 
3) roast beef and smoked Gouda 

on a Kaiser roll. 

Note: Each registration form 
submitted must include a telephone 
number. 

The fee for th ~ entire trip as out
lined, including bus transportation to 
and from Newnan (but not meals en 
route), bus transportation April 11 
and 12, lunch and buffet dinner April 
11 , box lunch April 12, and admis
sions where required , is $195 per 
person. For any who pre ·er to get to 
Newnan on their own, the fee except 
transportation to and from Newnan is 
$140 per person. 
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April 10 8 a.m.: Bus departs 
from Wal-Mart parking lot 
(Staunton) for Newnan, 
Georgia. 

April 11: Complimentary 
breakfast. Bus departs 8:30 a.m. 
for Swan House and Garden 
Next stop Barnsley Gardens -
Lunch at Rice House Restau
rant (12:30) Last stop Stone 
Mountain Village and Park -
Buffet Dinner at Stone Moun
tain Inn - Return to Newnan. 

April 12: Complimentary 
breakfast. Bus departs 9 a.m. 
for Meadowlark Farm - tour -
Box Lunch - Next Stop 
Bankshaven Gardens - Finale -
Chance and Julie Whitaker's 
garden and Wine and Cheese 
Social 

April 13: Complimentary 
breakfast. Bus departs 8 a.m. 
for return to Wal-Mart parking 
lot (Staunton, Virginia.) 

Martin Boxwood Gardens 
Cheekwood in Nashville, Tennessee 

Steve Garrett, Horticulturist, Cheekwood Botanical Garden 

Cheekwood, in Nashville, Tennes
see, was the elegant Georgian-style 
home of Leslie and Mabel Wood 
Cheek. "Around the perimeter of the 
lawn, stepping steeply down the hill, 
was a superb boxwood garden. '" The 
home was located eight miles from 
downtown Nashville and was designed 
by architect/landscape architect Bryant 
Fleming and completed in 1932. This 
once private estate is now known as 
Cheekwood, Nashville's Home of Art 
and Gardens. The mansion serves as an 
art museum and the surrounding fifty
five acres have become the Cheekwood 
Botanical Garden. 

1. Bryant Fleming, Landscape Architect: 
Residential Designs 1905 to 1935, Gayle 
Saunders Knight August 1987, Master's 
Thesis, Cornell University 

Leslie Cheek was very fond of 
boxwood and bought many collections 
from old estates and cemeteries. He 
apparently took great pleasure in giving 
tours of the gardens to guests . 

This was primarily a green garden 
with ponds, fountains and water 
features , formal terraces and fine 
statuary. The boxwoods were the green 
structural element!> u:.ed in both the 
staging of the mansion and the design 
of the terraced gardens. 

Most of the boxwood collection is 
located in the newly renovated Martin 
Boxwood Gardens. Many of the plants 
were mature when they were installed 
in the 1930s and had been allowed to 
grow unimpeded for many years 
without serious attention. The box
wood collection is composed primarily 

Boxwoods infront of the Cheek home, now the Museum of Art. anchor the 36-
room mansion to the surrounding landscape. (Photos: Steve Garrett) 
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At Cheekwood, boxwoods provide an elegant backdrop for water features. Here Thalia, the muse of comedy, presides 
over the reflection pool. 

A stone bench provides a place for quiet contemplation in this stately garden at Chukwood. 
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Cheekwood: Visitors walking through the original boxwood plantings. 
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of Common Boxwood, Buxus semper
virens. There are also a few fine 
specimens of English Boxwood, B. 
sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' that may 
be as much as 150 years old. The 
collection is now in the process of 
being accessioned, with each plant 
receiving its own number and tag so 
that it can be tracked in the future. 

Cheekwood, as stewards of this 
important collection of fine old 
boxwoods, has had an aggressive 

The mansion serves as an art museum 
and the surrounding fifty-five acres 
have become the Cheekwood Botan
ical Garden. 

program in the last few years to prune, 
restore and bring the plants back to 
health. Dean Norton, Horticulturist at 
Mount Vernon, visited Cheekwood 
several times to work with the staff and 
to provide direction for the project. Ben 
Page, a prominent landscape architect 
in Nashville, oversaw the recent 
restoration. 

In stages, the older plants were 
pruned back to scale. The current 
maintenance program includes broad
casting 14-14-14 granular fertilizer in 
March, soil injection in April with 
Rhizanova, vitamin mix, seaweed 
extract, humus, fertilizer, biogain and a 
systemic insecticide for leaf miner. In 
late summer the plants are sprayed for 
spider mites if needed. We are pleased 
with the results and look forward to 
sharing the collection with our visitors 
for many years to come. 

Cheekwood, as stewards of this 
important collection of fine old 
boxwoods, has had an aggressive 
program in the last few years to 
prune, restore and bring the plants 
back to health. 

Cheekwood is also pleased to be a 
participant in the national boxwood 
trials. A test site has been established in 
the Martin Boxwood Gardens, where 
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View to the south at Martin Boxwood Garden includes boxwoods of various ages. 

The boxwood Trial Gardenfeatures 15 types ofBuxus donated by Saunders Brothers Nursery. 
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Thalia appears to rise from a sea of boxwood in this view at Cheekwood. 

fifteen different varieties are being 
grown with data collected annually. 
Saunders Brothers of Piney River, 
Virginia donated the plants and set the 
evaluation parameters. Varieties that 
are being tried include variegated 
foliage, columnar shape, and sun-
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tolerant types. Middle Tennessee with 
its very hot summers, occasional 
droughts and late spring freezes , poses 
some special problems. The results 
should lead to a detennination of the 
best cultivars for Middle Tennessee 
and will contribute to our understand-

ing of boxwood performance across the 
country. 

Cheekwood Botanical Garden is a 
Charter Member of the ABS. Mr. 
Garrett can be reached at (615) 353-
2148 or www.cheekwood.org. 
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The Boxwood Society of the Midwest (BSMW) 
1999 Annual Outing 

Sheila Hoffmeister 

Note: As luck would have it, Decca 
Frackelton, a Director of the ABS, 
arrived unexpectedly in St. Louis on 
the day of the annual fall outing of 
the BSMW, but too late to attend. 
However, Sheila Hoffmeister, 
President of the Society, was kind 
enough to send photos and the 
following piece about the outing. 

A gloriously sunny day provided 
the perfect background for the annual 
fall outing of The Boxwood Society of 
the Midwest on Saturday, September 
27, 1999. Four gardens in the St. 
Louis suburb of Ladue were visited, 
each with various types of boxwood. 

The owners of Boxwood Perennial 
Farms, John and Connie McPheeters, 
transformed an old St. Louis estate 
into a series of garden rooms. A pool, 
a fountain, a parterre, a perennial 
border, water plants, herbs, wildflow
ers and vegetables are each high
lighted in their own particular garden. 
The McPheeters favored Buxus 
'Green Mountain' and Buxus 'Green 
Velvet' (two of the "Green" series 
from Sheridan Nurseries, Canada). 

A dozen years or so ago members 
of the BSMW W t-. ~ked to prune 
the extensive boxwoo" collection on 
the Williamson estate. Members were 
delighted to be invited back to view 
the changes made to the property by 
the owners ' granddaughter, Mary 
Randolph Ballinger. 

Large plants of Buxus semper
virens 'Ste. Genevieve' , edging two 
sides of an enclosed garden, had 
flourished. Some of the smaller 
varieties forming a hedge in front had 
suffered damage, necessitating 
replacement. The rambling English 
Tudor home is undergoing renova
tion. 
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On the BSMW outing, members admired the Buxus 'Green Mountain ' set in 
pockets in this brick courtyard. (Photos: Sheila Hoffmeister) 

An enclosed boxwood garden infront ofa little glrt "S ptaynouse. 
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BSMW outing at the Ballinger gardens found Buxus 
sempervirens 'Ste. Genevieve' at an entrance gate. 

A large Buxus sempervirens 'Ste. Genevieve' in another 
part of the Ballinger garden. 

Members of the BSMW enjoyed the boxwood in one of the 
Ballinger gardens. 

In an Armstrong garden. handsome pots planted with Bay 
Laurel standards and Rosemary at the base. accent the 
boxwood parterres. 

"Whimsical" best describes the 
garden of Bill and Genie Annstrong. 
In addition to many meticulously
pruned hedges and parterres, Genie 
had applied her shears to herbs and 
vines in shapes both geometric and 
animalistic. Part of their garden was 
designed by Joyce Driemeyer, a 
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member of BSMW. 
Jack and Debbie Annstrong 

selected massive plantings of box
wood as a backdrop for their exten
sive plantings of Azaleas and Rhodo
dendrons. Massive oaks frame their 
English Tudor home, providing a 
leafy canopy for the boxwood plants. 
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A boxwood parterre, filled with herbs, found in the Armstrong garden. 

Registration of Two Balkan Boxwoods 
The following boxwood cultivars 

have been accepted for registration by 
Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf, Registrar for The 
American Boxwood Society which is 
the International Registration Authority 
for Cultivated Buxus. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Treska Gorge' 

Registered by Joan Butler, 
Winchester, Virginia. 

Description: A multi-branched 
shrub that forms a broad columnar 
habit. At maturity, it grows 6.1 m (20') 
tall and 3 m (10') wide. Foliage is 
evergreen, opposite, coriaceous, and 
elliptic to lanceolate. The apex is acute; 
the base is cuneate. The leaves are 
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short-petioled, and are .3 cm to 1.6 cm 
(1/2" to 5/8") wide, and 2.5 cm to 2.8 
cm (1" to 1 1/8") long. The internodal 
length varies from 1.6 cm to 2.5 cm (5/ 
8" to 1 "). New growth is 10 cm to 15 
cm (4" to 5") long, and 7.5 cm to 10 
cm (3" to 4") wide. Leaf color is 
subjectively determined to be dark 
green. It grows best in USDA Hardi
ness Zones 5 to 8. 

History: This plant was discovered 
by Dr. Edgar Anderson and collected 
from the area of Treska Gorge, near 
Skoplje, Macedonia, Yugoslavia. It 
was collected as seed in 1934. This 
seed was germinated and grown by the 
Arnold ~retum in Jamaica Plain, 

Massachusetts. It was often referred to 
by its collection number, 789-34. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Scupi' 

Registered by Joan Butler, 
Winchester, Virginia. 

Description: A single-stemmed 
shrub with a fastigiate habit with open 
branching. A mature specimen will 
achieve a height of 2.7 m to 3 m (9' to 
10') and a width of 0.9 m to 1.2 m (3' to 
4'). Foliage is evergreen, opposite, 
coriaceous, ovate and strongly revolute. 
The apex is obtuse; the base is cuneate. 
The short-petioled leaves are 1.2 cm (1/ 
2") wide, and vary from 1.9 cm to 2.5 
cm (3/4" to 1 ") long. The internodal 
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A twig ofBuxus sempervirens 'Scupi', newly registered Bal
kan boxwood from cuttings collected by Edgar Anderson. 

length varies from 1.2 cm to 1.6 cm (11 
2" to 5/8"). New growth is considered 
average for a boxwood. Leaf color is 
subjectively determined to be dark 
green. It grows best in USDA Hardi
ness Zones 5 to 8. 

History: This clone was first grown 
at the Arnold Arboretum in 1935 from 
cuttings sent back by Dr. Edgar Ander
son through the John Innes Institute in 
London. Anderson collected this clone 
in an area near Scoplje, Macedonia, 
Yugoslavia. The cultivar name, Scupi, 
refers to an historically earlier form of 
Scoplje, which in 1999 has become 
Scopje, the capital of Macedonia. This 

- cultivar was grown, and often referred 

B. sempervirens 'Scupi', the clone Edgar Anderson 
collected as cuttings in Yugoslavia. 

to, by its collection number, 353-35. Close-up ofBuxus sempervirens 'Treska Gorge', recently registered. 

58 January 2000 



Recently registered Balkan cultivar Buxus sempervirens 'Treska Gorge ', 
formerly known as #789-34. A mature plant is in the ABS Memorial Garden. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

Dear Decca: 

Mark Braimbridge wrote me on 5 
September that Elizabeth had been 
presented with a Scientific Award from 
the National Council for the Conserva
tion of Plants and Gardens (CCPG) 
which in 1980 established its concept 
of National Collections. Elizabeth' s 
nursery was the first designated under 
this program, with its National Buxus 
Collection. 

Elizabeth's citation reads: "Scien
tific Award 1999. The NCCPG has 
pleasure in presenting this award to 
Elizabeth Braimbridge, National Plant 
Collection Holder of Buxus for excel
lence in the field of research." This 
refers to the research that the nursery 
has been doing over the last four years 
with the University of Cardiff, Wales. 
We and the Insect Investigations unit 
(we have been financing a PhD student) 
have been working on Psyllid and they 
have made some significant discover
ies, in particular that there are two 
species of Psyllid with different patho
genesis. One produces a shower of 
white powder when the bush is shaken 
and the other white accretions like 
small bird droppings near the "Brussels 

Graham Patterson presents the 
NCCPG 1999 Scientific Award to 
Elizabeth Braimbridge of Langley 
Boxwood Nursery. (Photo: Mark 
Braimbridge) 
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sprout" defonnity of the leaves. One 
area of the nursery has white conical 
hoods over selected bushes and is 
always likened to the Ku Klux Klan! 
We shall be publishing in Topiarius as 
well as the usual botanical journals. 

NOTICES 

The NCCPG also took into account the 
work at the Jardin Nacional Botanico 
in Havana and the layout in the nursery 
of the National Collection by area of 
origin of species-the Americas, Japan, 
Korea, Europe, and South Africa with 

Virginia's "Next Millennium" Garden Week 
Spans Three Centuries of History and Architecture 

From the Chesapeake Bay to the 
Blue Ridge Mountains, the owners of 
more than 250 of Virginia's most 
outstanding homes, gardens and 
historic landmarks will have their 
welcome mats out for "America's 
Largest Open House," Historic 
Garden Week in Virginia, April 22-
30,2000. 

Suzanne Munson, Executive 
Director, Historic Garden Week has 
announced that properties on this 
year's tour range from fannhouses to 
penthouses, from stately 17th-century 
National Historic Landmark manors 
to new millennium villas. Many of 
the houses have interesting stories 
dating to the American Revolution, 
the Civil War and the Victorian era. 
Scenic views across the Common
wealth will span broad bays and 
rivers, the green spring pastures of 
Virginia's renowned hunt country, 
colorful city "pocket" gardens, and 
suburban landscapes framed by 
flowering azaleas and dogwoods. 
Among participating homeowners are 
master gardeners, interior designers, 
11 th generation descendants of the 
original builders of historic planta
tions, and many of Virginia's most 
prominent citizens. 

Virginia's 67th annual Historic 
Garden Week is the oldest and largest 
statewide house and garden tour event 
in the nation. Three dozen separate 
tours are scheduled on various days 
during the week from the Eastern 
Shore to the Shenandoah Valley. 
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Tours Benefit Historic Restoration 

Sponsored by The Garden Club of 
Virginia, Garden Week tours benefit 
the restoration of historic grounds and 
gardens throughout the state. Each 
tour offers an eclectic variety of five 
to six local houses and gardens, most 
open to the public for the first time 
for Garden Week. The event takes 
place the last full week of April 
annually. 

A brochure outlining tour dates is 
available by calling (804) 644-7776 
or by accessing the Garden Week 
web site schedule at 
www.vagardenweek.org. A compre
hensive 200-page guidebook, 
mailed in February, may be re
served by sending a $5 donation 
payable to Historic Garden Week, 
12 E. Franklin St., Richmond, VA 
23219. The book provides descrip
tions of houses and gardens open, 
directions, ticket prices, and the 
names and telephone numbers of 
local tour organizers. Infonnation 
about overnight accommodations can 
be obtained by calling the Virginia 
Tourism Corporation (804) 786-4484 
for a free "Virginia Is For Lovers" 
travel guide and state highway map or 
by calling Virginia's free reservation 
service for bed and breakfast lodgings 
at 1-800-934-9184. 

Prices for tour tickets range from 
$10 to $25 per event. Tickets may be 
purchased on the day of the tour at 
any of the properties open and at 

some Cuban ones indoors. 
Mark also sent the color slide of 

Elizabeth's presentation, which I 
enclose. 

Joan Butler 

designated infonnation centers. 
Visitors typically drive to tour areas 
and then are greeted by hostess 
guides at homes on tour. All houses 
will feature superb flower arrange
ments created by Garden Club 
members and other arrangers, with 
emphasis on colorful seasonal flowers 
and plants native to Virginia. 

Tour Highlights 

Tours in Charlottesville will 
include a "Country Homes and 
Gardens Tour" in the Keswick area 
April 24 and 25 and another in the 
Keene area April 26 and 27, guided 
walks through the University of 
Virginia's historic landscaped 
grounds and faculty houses on April 
25, and special events during the 
week at Thomas Jefferson's 
Monticello and other area landmarks . 
Magnificent properties deep in 
Virginia's hunt country will be open 
Easter Sunday and Monday, April 23 
and 24, near Upperville. 

Richmond's three tours April 25, 
26 and 27 will showcase exceptional 
houses and gardens in some of the 
capital city's most prestigious 
neighborhoods. Each tour features an 
engaging range of architectural styles, 
creative renovations, fine furnishings 
and collections, and splendid land
scape designs. The April 25 event 
winds along River Road in the city's 
western suburban section and in
cludes one of the area's most beauti-
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ful new private gardens. On April 26, 
the tour co-sponsored with Historic 
Richmond Foundation will open 
handsome restored urban properties 
along Franklin Street, Richmond's 
most fashionable address during the 
Victorian era. During this tour, the 
Woman's Club of Richmond will 
celebrate 100 years of maintaining its 
headquarters downtown in the 
Bolling Haxall House, one of the 
city ' s most elegant examples of the 
mid-19th-century Italian Villa style. 
The day's activities will also include 
music and entertainment as well as 
lectures on early Victorian architec
ture and interior design, adaptive use 
historic preservation, and gardening. 
On the next day, April 27, spacious 
18th-, 19th- and 20th-century country 
houses will be featured in pastoral 
Goochland County west of Rich
mond . 

.. . properties on this year's tour 
range from farmhouses to penthouses, 
from stately 17th-century National 
Historic Landmark manors to new 
millennium villas. 

Another greater Richmond area 
tour, in Hanover County on April 22, 
will open gracious 18th- and 19th
century homes in the rural Old 
Church area and will offer homemade 
lunches at the historic Emanuel 
Episcopal Church. Guests for the 
Williamsburg event April 25 will be 
treated to escorted walks through 
gardens and old houses in the Colo
nial capital's picturesque restored 
historic area as well as visits to 
beautifully appointed new suburban 
homes. 

Special Openings for James River 
Plantations 

A number of historic James River 
plantations will have special openings 
during Garden Week. Among those 
not normally open to the public are 
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Brandon, Westover and Belle Air, 
each furnished with museum-quality 
18th-century antiques and surrounded 
by old and beautiful gardens. Tucka
hoe Plantation, a boyhood home of 
Thomas Jefferson with exquisite 
gardens, will be featured on the April 
27 tour in Richmond. 

The restored 18th-century child
hood home of George Washington's 
mother, Mary Ball Washington, as 
well as a 1990s Mount Vernon-style 
estate will be among the interesting 
properties open in historic Lancaster 
County on the Northern Neck Club's 
tour April 26. A warm Southern small 
town atmosphere will prevail on the 
Brunswick Club' s event, "Growing 
Up in Old McKenney," where all 
homeowners on the tour are related to 
one another. Houses on this rural visit 
April 29 will range from a log cabin 
getaway in the woods to an elegant 

1840s antebellum mansion. 
Among many tours in Virginia's 

Tidewater region offering wonderful 
waterfront views will be the "River 
Houses" event April 28, sponsored by 
the Garden Club of the Middle 
Peninsula, in and around the scenic 
boating community of Deltaville. 

The April 29 tour on the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia presents nine 
outstanding coastal houses, all but 
one predating the 20th-century and 
five never before opened to the 
public. Included will be a salt marsh 
property, an old store converted to an 
artist's studio, and a candlelight 
reception at the historic Kerr Place 
estate. 

Other Tidewater area tours include 
those in Virginia Beach April 25, 
Newport News-Hampton April 26, 
Norfolk April 27, Suffolk April 28, 
and Portsmouth April 29. 

Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage 
Announces Schedule for 2000 

The Maryland House and Garden 
Pilgrimage has announced its tour 
schedule for the year 2000: 

April 27 Baltimore City (Roland Park) 
April29 Queen Anne's County 
April 30 Talbot County 
May 6 Anne Arundel County 
May 7 St. Mary's County 
May 9 Harford county 
May 13 Baltimore County (Ruxton) 

Routes are marked with Pilgrim
age arrows. Please wear flat-heeled 
shoes. Buses restricted in some 
counties. All tours are 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. 

Tour books with full information 
will be available after March 15, 
2000. 

For a pre-tour copy, send your 
name, address, and $3.00 to Pilgrim
age headquarters: 

1105-A Providence Road 
Towson, MD 21286-7620 
(410)821-6933 Fax (410)821-7620 
E-mail: MHGP@aol.com 
Web site: www.mhgp.org 
Tickets for each day ' s tour are 

$20.00. All tickets are available from 
Pilgrimage headquarters. Please 
specify dates desired as separate 
tickets are printed for each day. 
Tickets may also be purchased at first 
house visited. 

Gift certificates for one day's 
house tour are available at $20.00 
from Pilgrimage headquarters. 

The Maryland House and Garden 
Pilgrimage is a non-profit organiza
tion whose primary purpose is to help 
preserve and restore architecturally 
and historically significant properties 
in Maryland. Proceeds from the tours 
are awarded to each participating 
county's designated projects. 
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40th Annual Meeting of 
the ABS to be Held 
June 1-3, 2000 

MarkYour 
Calendar Now 

Gary and Mary Richardson have 
been busy making plans for this 
meeting in Annapolis, the 40th 
Annual Meeting, on June 1-3,2000. 
The Governing Board will meet on 
June 1. 

Distinguished speakers will 
include Naomi Kinard who will tell 
the "Preservation Story of Annapo
lis"; Jim McDaniel of Ladew Gar
dens will speak on "Gardening in an 
Historic Garden."; Stratton Symmes, 
Landscape Architect, will relate the 
"Use of Boxwood in Small Gardens"; 
Chase Rosade on the "Use of Box
wood in Bonsai"; Lynn Batdorf, ABS 
Registrar, will speak on "Buxus 
Cultivars" and Paul Saunders will 
give an update on his National 
Boxwood Trials Project. 

A business meeting and the 
popular Annual Boxwood Auction 
are other features of this meeting. 

June 3 will be the Garden Tour 
Day. There will be two country 
gardens as well as gardens in the 
Historic District. 

Details and registration form will 
be printed in the April issue of The 
Boxwood Bulletin. 
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NOTICE: Please send to Mr. 
John W. Boyd, ill, 2612 
Churchill Drive, Roanoke, 
VA 24012-2126 a list of any 
named boxwood cultivars 
you'd like to donate to the 
ABS Auction. 

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

New ABS Director 

Gary Richardson 

Dr. Gary M. Richardson was 
elected Director of the ABS Govern
ing Board at the 1999 Annual Meet
ing. 

He grew up in New Kent County, 
Virginia. a short distance from 
Williamsburg. 

It was during his early years that 
he developed a fondness for formal 
boxwood gardens, especially those 
around the homes in the Colonial 
Capitol. 

Dr. Richardson practiced thoracic 
and vascular surgery in Annapolis, 
Md. for twenty-five years, retiring in 
February 1999. 

He stated that during this time, he 
has propagated, nurtured and moved 
more boxwood than he would care to 
mention. 

Dr. Richardson and his wife, 
Mary, will be hosting the Annual 
Meeting of the ABS in June. Their 
garden will be on the tour. 
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%e Seasona[ gardener 
Practical tips for boxwood enthusiasts from Society me 

Guidelines for Growing Boxwood in the Midwest* 

PRUNING begins when the plant is small. You 
may want to snip off an ungainly sprig or two. As the 
plant grows, start at the top and work your way 
downward. Clear debris from interior. Remove any 
dead, broken or weak stems. Follow the plant's 
natural contours as your shape (unless you are shaping 
it to a preconceived form), cut back any thrusting 
growth. On larger plants reach into interior occasion
ally to remove a stem so that light reaches every layer 
of plant and air circulates freely. 

DON'T' RUSH THE PRUNING SEASON: 
mid-April is a good time to start. Finish before mid
August when normally fall growth starts. Resist the 
temptation to cut fall and winter holiday bouquets 
from your boxwoods. Such cutting stimulates new 
growth which is susceptible to winter kill. 

With small boxwoods there is usually little need to 
check for SPIDER MITES and LEAF -MINERS, 
the two most common boxwood pests. But checking 
is a good habit to form. The Spider Mite is the most 
prevalent. "If you don't have Spider Mites now, you 
will later," a fine boxwood gardener once told us. Its 
presence is indicated by clusters of leaves which have 
turned a light, sickly yellow-green. It thrives in hot, 
humid summer weather. The Spider Mite can be seen 
with a hand magnifying glass, or you can shake a few 
suspect leaves over a white surface for better viewing. 
If the infestation is heavy, the boxwood should be 
sprayed. Sprays change from year to year and we 
suggest consultation with a reliable garden supply 
shop which can be depended on to recommend not 
only the proper spray but whether or not it should be 

applied professionally. Usually it takes more than one 
application to bring a heavy infestation under control. 

The Leaf-Miner is a very serious problem. Its 
presence is indicated when bumps appear on the upper 
surface of leaves. Tum a leaf over and scratch the bump 
and you ' ll find the larva of the miner. About mid-May 
the larvae tum into tiny flies which will emerge and fly 
to a new leaf. There each burrows in to lay the eggs 
which become the next generation of Leaf-Miners. The 
Leaf-Miner must be treated with a spray when it 
emerges and again later to catch the new crop; and 
rarely can an infestation be controlled in one year. We 
strongly suggest that professional help be employed to 
rid a garden of this nuisance. (Consult local county 
agents for timing and up-to-date spray.) 

Continue established routine of care. If a very 
careful pruning job is done one year, usually only a 
light one will be needed the next. But never allow 
broken limbs to dangle. 

Boxwood does well in the dappled shade of high
pruned, deep-rooted trees such as oaks. Boxwood also 
does well in full sun. Close proximity to such shallow
rooted trees as maples should be avoided. 

Boxwood is not a high maintenance plant; but 
neither is it a low one. Select hardy boxwoods to start 
with and tailor the quantity to your garden time and its 
maintenance will be a pleasure. Properly cared for, 
boxwood will add year-round beauty and distinction to 
your personal landscape. 

A final note: Never forget that in the Midwest "a 
little bit of luck" helps. 

Mary A. Gamble 

* Continued from April 1999 Boxwood Bulletin (Vo1.38 No.4) 
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