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FRONT COVER 
Our front cover is of Burruss Hall at Virginia 

Polytechnic Institute, Blacksburg, Va. It demon
strates the use of· boxwood in combination with 
other plants and is one of the many photographs 
used in this issue to illustrate Dr. Albert Beecher's 
article on "Boxwood in Landscape". We are most 
grateful to Dr. Beecher for his learned and erudite 
article and his fine photographs. 



PRESIDENT'S REPORT 
It is with deep regret that we announce the 

resignation of our Editor and Treasurer. Dr. Walter 
Flory has accepted a call to the Babcock Professor
ship at Wake Forest College. Virginia's loss becomes 
North Carolina's outstanding gain. 

Dr. Flory's departure necessitated a major re
organization in the American Boxwood Society's 
affairs. Dr .. W. R. Singleton of the University of Vir
ginia, under whose administration Blandy comes, 
has been most cooperative. He informs us that 
Blandy facilities will continue undiminished. 

To replace Dr. Flory as Editor we have the great 
luck of obtaining the kind cooperation of the follow
ing very able ladies: Mrs. Eugene B. Casey, Springs
bury, Berryville, Va., who will serve as Editor; Mrs. 
Chester L. Riley, and Mrs. Edgar M. Whiting, Win
chester, Va., Associate Editors. 

Mrs. Clay B. Carr, who has given capable and 
enthusiastic service to the American Boxwood Soc
iety since its inception, has been asked to combine 
her present duties as Secretary with those of Treas
urer. 

An Advisory Board headed by Dr. Flory, has 
been set up to feed the BULLETIN with ideas, sug
gestions, and material. The following distinguished 
scientists and educators have agreed to serve on the 
Advisory Board: 

Prof. Albert S. Beecher 
Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
Blacksburg, Virginia 

Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 
College of William & Mary 

Dr. George Darrow 
Glendale, Maryland 

Dr. Walter Flory, Chairman 
Wake Forest College 

Dr. Conrad Link 
University of Maryland 

Dr. George H. Lawrence 
Rachel Hunt Botanical Library 

Dr. Ralph Singleton 
University of Virginia 

Dr. Henry T. Skinner 
Director of the National Arboretum 

The American Boxwood Society continues to 
grow in interest, usefulness and membership. The 
BULLETIN has become, not only a highly readable 
and authoritative journal, but has achieved excel
lent professional standing, and is regularly acquired 
by many scientific and educational institutions. 

Our achievements during the short existence of 
the American Boxwood Society has, been most 
gratifying. From each and all we solicit support for 
the continued growth and success of the Society 
and its pUblication. 

Neill Phillips, President 

CHATTER BUXUS 
Dr. Walter Flory-

Your new Editors feel a great loss since assum
ing the publication of the Boxwood Bulletin. ,Dr. 
Walter S. Flory, Jr., former Editor, resigned his 
position at Blandy Experimental Farm to become 
Babcock Professor of Biology at Wake Forest Col
lege, Winston-Salem, N. C. and assumed his new 
duties on Sept. 1st. Dr. Flory was not only the 
molding and guiding force of the Boxwood Society 
but an outstanding Botanist whose many achieve
ments and credits in his field have brought him 
national and international attention. We are plan
ning to tell you more about this modest man in our 
January Bulletin. Dr. Flory is sorely missed. 

Picture Credits-

In our July issue we failed to give credit for 
three excellent pictures used on our covers and on 
page 1. Our thanks goes to Dr. Ray Flagg of Bur
lington, N. C. for our cover picture of the Boxwood 
block and gavel and to Mrs. Elizabeth Inglis, of The 
Sequoias, Portola Road, Portola Valley, California 
for our page 1 and back cover pictures of· the Inglis 
Boxwood. 

Pictures-

Do you have any pictures that would be of in
terest to all the members of our Boxwood Society? 
If so, please mail them to us at the Boxwood Bulle
tin, Boyce, Va. 

A Christmas Suggestion-

Gift memberships in THE AMERICAN BOX
WOOD SOCIETY have lately been sent by several 
members to friends whom they know to share their 
interest in boxwood culture, use and history. Each 
membership of course includes a year's subscription 
to the BOXWOOD BULLETIN. 

A gift card has been prepared, suitable for 
Christmas and throughout the year, to be sent in 
your name to any friend you wish to please with 
this rather special present. Our membership lists 
will be checked to avoid possible duplications. The 
cost is $3.00. 

Please send orders and cheques to Mrs. Clay B. 
Carr, Secretary-Treasurer, The American Boxwood 
Society, Boyce, Va. 

Saving the Bulletins-

Though we have not been consistent in our policy 
of placing three holes in the lefthand side of the 
Bulletin we are as of this issue resuming the prac
tice. The holes make saving of the Bulletin in a 
three-ring, loose-leaf note boo*- very easy. If you 
find you prefer your Bulletin without the holes 
please write us so that we may know what the 
majority of our members want. 
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Crystal Ball-

Your Editors have looked into the future and 
are planning to do a series of articles on present day 
plantings of Boxwood at famous and historic places. 
We've written for permission to visit and photo-



graph some outstanding examples. 

From Mr. and Mrs. James F. Edwards, owners of 
historic Audley Farm (home of Nellie Custis), 
Berryville, Va. we have already gained permission 
to visit and photograph their Boxwood gardens. Mrs. 
Edwards had no historical data on which to 'base 
her plantings when she started her gardens and 
only in recent months has she been able to trace 
any information on the gardens of Nellie Custis. We 
are planning to help her locate material if we can. 
Wouldn't it be fun to compare the original gardens 
by Nellie Custis and those at Audley today? If any
one has any information or knows where such in
formation may be obtained on the original gardens, 
won't you please write us? 

We also plan to do a series designed to help with 
the arrangement of new boxwood gardens. We hope 
to include in this series good photos of all the dif
ferent kinds of Box and a classification of Box ac
cording to hardiness. 

Because it is becoming so popular we are plann
ing an article on Columnar Box and hope it will be 
of interest. 

Tell Us-

What information on Boxwood are you seeking 
that we may provide? You've read about our future 
plans now tell us what you like and don't like so 
that we may be guided into giving you the kind of 
Bulletin you want. 

John Claudius loudon 
John Claudius Loudon, F.L.S., H.S., etc. (1783-

1843), English horticulturist, was one of the more 
prolific writers of his time on plant culture, de
scriptions, relationships, etc. His voluminous "Trees 
and Shrubs" of 1875, in comparatively fine print, 
appears on 1162 pages. It is stated on the title page 
that this is "An Abridgment of The Arboretum et 
Fruticetum Britannicum, containing The Hardy 
Trees and Shrubs of Britain, native and foreign, 
scientifically and popularly described; with their 
propagation, culture, and uses, and Engravings of 
nearly all the Species." 

Loudon's section on Boxwood is reprinted on 
page 24 of this issue. On Buxus, as with other Eng
lish plants, Loudon's work is meticulous and yet 
broadly descriptive. "Trees and Shrubs" is a classic 
and is well worth referring to for its information on 
many plants. 

Loudon was also the author of "Cottage, Farm 
and Villa Architecture", and of other works. 

Boxwood is almost the only evergreen, exclusive 
of the confers, that will stand in the open air with
out protection in the gardens of Berlin, Germany. 
So stated J. C. Landon in his authorative work, An 
Encyclopaedia of Trees and Shrubs, London, 1842. 

BOXWOOD GARDENS 
OLD and NEW 
by ALBERT ADDISON LEWIS 

(Excerpts from Mr. Lewis' book by the same 
title, published by The William Byrd Press, Inc., of 
Richmond, Virginia, in 1924. Some excerpts from 
this book have appeared in both the January, April 
and July 1963 issues of The Bulletin.) 

OAK HILL AND ITS GARDEN 

THE phrase "Southern hospitality" must have 
come into being on such a noble estate as Oak Hill 
in Pittsylvania County, Virginia. There, in the 
ample days "befo' de wah," the Hairstons would bid 
a score of guests for a visit. These would drive up 
gaily in quaint, old, round-bellied coaches with 
postillions galloping behind, and be-chintzed band
boxes and little hair-cloth trunks bulging from every 
railing and step. What greetings at the wrought-iron 
plantation gate - always cordially open! What low 
bows from gallants! What sweeping curtsies from 
bright-eyed ladies! 

The the front walk at Oak Hill, no pinched, half
way affair, but a long sweep of rock-laid path, gen
erously broad, flanked by tremendous hedges of, the 
well-be-Ioved Boxwood, most lumuriant and lavish 
of evergreens. Up the wide steps into the 'wainscoted 
hall, where dim paintings of old Hairstons and mas
sive furniture, mellow with age, bespeak the lineage 
and standing of the house. 

At sunrise next day the guests gather for the 
fox-hunt. The earlier ones walk in little groups 
through the fresh morning garden, the red-coats of 
the men flaring in the sun against the dark shine of 
the Box hedges. (Do you know the quickening tang 
of the Box when the dew is on it? )At last all are 
ready; to horse and away with a long haloo, a bay
ing of hounds, and the silvery ring of the hunter's 
horn sounding ahead! 

Back again in the late afternoon pleasantly a
tingle from the long ride, to watch the proud win
ner of the brush nail his trophy to the great barn 
door of solid oak. Then a placid cup of tea and cool 
ices in the sleepy afternoon garden, where the scent 
of mignonette and magnolia and marguerite rises 
sweetly with the spicy aroma of the sun-heated Box 
that is the garden's frame. 

That evening with a thousand candles shimmer
ing along the walls and in the mirror-like floor, the 
violins, the flute and the harp begin a tinkling min
uet. All the splendor and daintiness of the old South 
is in that beautiful dance, so stately, so graceful, so 
delicate. 
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And there will be mbre than one fine youth and 
dear girl who will leave the gay ball to stroll, a ,bit 
silently, through the walk to the old moonlit gar
den, to stop a moment in a quiet curve of the wind
ing path and listen to the faint notes of music and 
laughter floating out over the garden. The silent 



old Boxwood makes the path a bower of tranquility 
and peace, and in that scented retreat full many a 
troth has been plighted. 

Oak Hill has always been maintained with 
munificence and plenty. There were in the old days 
a hundred devoted slaves to keep the garden ever 
lovely. There were wooly-headed picaninnies who 
would, as a respite from turning the haunch of 
venison on the spit, be marshalled out to cut the 
grass borders with knives. They would be sharply 
supervised by the older negroes, to the most care
ful of whom was intrusted the clipping of the Box 
Hedges; for every Colonial garden had its Box
wood, and the owners took great pride in growing 
perfect and vigorous specimens. 

There is a pile of old brick in one corner of the 
garden which marks the site of a long-ago school
house. Education was a family matter then, and in 
this small building the young Hairstons were 
brought up as Southern gentlemen with a firm 
grounding in the classics and history. It was in this 
school, too, that their neighbors, the "Stuart boys," 
learned the three r's. One of these became General 
J. E. B. Stuart, that adored Confederate hero, who 
is so sympathetically portrayed in John Drink
waters play, "Robert E. Lee." 

(Continued on Page 25) 

Lesion 
Injures 

Nematodes 
Boxwood 

by W. W. OSBORNE AND W. R. JENKINS 

Department of Entomology, Rutgers University 

The lesion nematode, Pratylenchus vulnus, has 
often been found associated with roots of boxwood. 
However, it was not certain whether this nematode 
caused severe injury or not. Tests were therefore 
conducted to evaluate the role of lesion nematodes 
in boxwood growth. 

Rooted cuttings, 6-months old, were-arranged in 
pairs in the greenhouse. One member of each pair 
was inoculated with 2,000 nematodes, the remaining 
plant of each pair being retained as a check. 

After 318 days, inoculated plants were severely 
retarded in growth and exhibited extensive root in
jury. This injury resulted in a discolored and brown 
root system. Foliage of infected plants was charac
teristically bronze-colored. Weight of infected plants 
averaged but 8.7 grams while uninoculated plants 
averaged 29.8 grams. Nematodes increased from the 
original 2,000 per plant to 27,230. 

Microscopic examination of roots revealed ex
tensive colonization of the root cortex. This infec
tion caused severe root rot and disorticalization 
which adversely affects normal root function, re
sulting in stunted, non-vigorous plants. 

(Reprinted from New Jersey Agriculture 44:13-
14. Sept.-Oct., 1962.) 

Boxwood Decline 
by R. H. GRUENHAGEN 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

(Reprinted with author's permission from 7th 
Annual Report on Ornamental Research, Southern 
Nurserymen's Association, February, 1963). 

This problem is becoming more severe in the 
southeastern part of the State. Two distinctly dif
ferent types of symptoms are noted. The first type 
involves a gradual thinning of the plant. Consider
able defoliation is present and the remaining leaves 
lose their deep green color and become light yellow
ish tan. Very little dead wood is found until de
foliation passes 75%. The second type symptom in
volves the dying of certain branches or areas within 
a plant while the rest of the plant remains in an 
apparently vigorous condition. The leaves turn tan 
to brown very rapidly but very little immediate de
foliation is noted. Dead wood tissus is conspicuous. 
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Although stylet-bearing nematodes are usually 
found as~ociated with the first type of symptom, 
occasionally they are absent. The second type of 
symptom is not usually associated with the pre
sence of parasitic nematodes; however, in a few 
cases they have been found. The feeling that nema
todes are involved in producing the first type of 
symptom has been strengthened in that soil injec
tions with DBCP (Nemagon or Fumazone) have 
brought about beneficial responses in most cases. 
This response is not as pronounced nor as frequent 
in occurence when the second type symptom is in-:
volved. No Phytophthora has been isolated from any 
of the roots that have been examined. Fusarium has 
shown up occasionally along with other soil-borne 
organisms. Its presence has not been consistent, 
however. Home and field plantings have been treat
ed with DBCP and soil fungicides either alone or in 
combination in an attempt to correlate· cause and 
symptoms. 

In the Mediterranean Buxus sempervirens is 
native to Algeria in the west and the island of Cyp
rus off the coast of ancient Phoenicia in the extreme 
east. The Phoenicians employed its hard dense wood 
to make oarlocks. 

The Annual meeting of the American Boxwood 
Society will be held at the Blandy Experimental 
Farm, Boyce, Virginia, on Wednesday, May 13, 1963. 



Intrigue - Boxwood plantings leads the eye into a partially hidden area. 
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BOXWOOD IN THE LANDSCAPE 
by PROFESSOR ALBERT S. BEECHER 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

(Adapted from the speech given by Dr. Beecher 
at the May Annual Meeting 1963.) 

In the landscape development of homes, gardens, 
and public grounds, boxwoods are used extensively, 
especially in sections of the country where this 
plant is hardy. Since colonial times, they have been 
an integral part of the landscape of many homes 
and gardens in America. Today many people who 
have colonial architecture select this plant because 
they feel it fits this syle best. 

Boxwood owes its popularity not only to the 
traditions of the past but to its many uses in the 
total landscape. The ease with which boxwood can 
be propagated has also contributed to its popularity. 
Boxwoods propagated by the homeowner can be 
found around many homes. 

Some of the ways it can be used are: 
1. As major plants in foundation plantings for 

home and public bUildings. 
2. To separate, define, enclose, or screen various 

space areas. 
3. To provide background for lesser composi

tions. 
4. As an accent in the garden design. 
5. To provide the overall pattern or framework 

for design. 
6. For enframement of vistas or plant composi

tions. 
7. To outline a terrace, parking area, or em

phasize a walk. 
Boxwoods are available in many different forms, 

such as prostrate, globe, half erect, columnar, and 
pyramidal. In addition, boxwood plants have a wide 
range in their potential size and rate of growth. Low 
or tall forms and fast or slow growers are available. 
Interesting variations in size of foliage and texture 
characteristics gives a designer an opportunity for 
varied selection. 

This plant is not popular with everyone. In fact, 
some violently dislike it and refuse to have it on 
their premises. As m.embers of the American Box
wood Society, we might consider the reasons. They 
are: 

1. Winter injury,- Browning of foliage or dam
age to limbs by heavy snows have discouraged many 
owners. Some of this winter injury could be pre
vented by proper fertilization and pruning practices. 
Weak boxwoods are more' susceptible to winter in
jury. 

2. Dying or sick boxwood - Homeowners who 
have lost boxwoods or are not able to grow healthy 
ones eventually become disillusioned. Failure to 
grow good boxwood is often the fault of the owner 
because he does not understand growing methods. 

3. Poor Design Work - Many examples' of poor 
design work have helped to build up a prejudice 
against its use. In almost any community, front 
yards spotted with round, clipped boxwoods can be 
found. These plants often resemble "basketballs". 
The owner has a collection of plants but they are 
not organized into a pleasing composition. 

We might ask why poor design work is so fre
quent. I have pointed out that it is easy to propagate. 
and therefore is often readily available. Very few 
homeowners have ever studied landscape design. 
Without training, it is difficult for most individuals 
to organize plants into a pleasing composition which 
fulfills the basic principles of art. In addition, the 
average homeowner has not had professional help 
in preparing an overall landscape plan. In many 
areas, the lack of landscape architects or nursery
men trained in landscape design has been a factor. 

As Boxwood Society members, we should be in
terested in seeing that boxwood is used properly. 
Let us, as members, set the example by creating 
attractive plant compositions, ourselves; There is 
always the danger that, in their eagerness to grow 
different varieties, individual members will clutter 
their yards with boxwoods that do not fit into the 
overall' landscape picture. Enthusiasts should set 
aside a separate area for their collection unless the 
plants can be blended into the overall design. This 
Society should be vitally concerned with promoting 
an educational program stressing the proper use of 
boxwood according to good basic landscape design 
principles. 

In the rest of this paper I want to discuss design
ing with boxwood in home landscaping. It is im
portant to remember or review the basic theory of 
landscape design. Briefly, it is the development of 
space for use and beauty. It is more than just plant
ing. The ultimate aim is the creation of a pictorial 
composition. Land, plants, water, and space are the 
raw materials at the command of the designer. He 
can organize these in relation to architecture to 
create an overall composition based on the princi
ples of art. 

Now let us see how boxwood can be used in home 
landscaping. First, we shall consider the outdoor 
living area. 

When I speak of an outdoor living area I not only 
think of that portion of the yard set aside for out
door entertainment, family relaxation, outdoor eat
ing, and recreation. I also think of it as an area 
visible from the living or dining room that provides 
year-round aesthetic enjoyment. I like to think' of 
the outdoor living area as an extension of the indoor 
living space. Many of our modern homes which use 
much glass offer excellent opportunities for the 
architect and the landscape architect to blend these 
spaces. Older homes can often develop a transition 
to the outdoor living area by adding a door from 
the'living or dining room to the outdoor living area. 
I am amazed to see that there is no provision for an 
easy transition to the outside living areas in many 
new homes. 

To have a successful living area we first need to 
have an overall 'design. Before you, the architect, 
the landscape architect, or your landscape nursery
man can prepare a plan, decisions should be made 
about the requirements of this area. Various fami
lies have different needs and their attitudes towards 
outdoor living differ. A designer must consider these 
factors, If you are building, plan the outdoor living 
area before the house is constructed. Unfortunately, 
many people give little thought to landscaping un
til after the house is constructed, It is very often too 
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late then to relate the indoor living area adequately 
to the grounds. 

In working up the overall plan for the living 
area, there are certain design factors to be con
sidered. I will discuss some of these factors and ·the 
relationship of boxwood to them: They are: 

Enclosure 

Background 

Enframement 

Intrigue 

Design pattern 

Lighting 

Creating liveable areas 

Year-Round interest 

1. Enclosure - Living areas or small gardens 
often need to be enclosed to provide privacy. The 
taller and faster growing forms of boxwoods can 
be used as a hedge. The plants may be allowed to 
grow together so the identity of individual plants is 
lost, or they may be spaced sufficiently far apart so 
that each is clearly visible. 

2. Background - Boxwood may also serve as 
background for a plant composition. Beds of bulbs, 
annuals, or perennials often show to better advan
tage against a green background. Since most herba
ceous material lacks structural quality and contri
butes nothing during the late fall and winter, a 
boxwood background is an important element in the 
overall pattern. 

3. Enframement - The annual or perennial 
border often needs enframement in addition to a 
suitable background. Box'woods can serve this pur
pose by being grouped, especially at each end of 
the border. The whole border can be tied together 
effectively by using low, dwarf forms of boxwood as 
edging. 

Distant views or focal points in another section 
of the gard~n or living a~ea can be enframed by 
boxwood placed separately so the eye is forced to 
look through the opening .. 

4. Intrigue - Too many living areas lack in
terest because it is possible to see the entire design 
from the patio or terrace. Greater interest can be 
created by including a partially hidden area. When 
this is done, the viewer is invited to wander through 
the living area to see what is beyond. He can be 
pleasantly rewarded by finding a secluded nook, a 
small pool, garden, a rose garden, a boxwood pat
tern garden, or one of hundreds of other. possibili
ties. 

5. Design pattern - Every living area or gar
den needs to have an overall pattern or skelton to 
tie it into a unified composition. Boxwoods provide 
this pattern or overall design. Many of the gardens 
at Colonial Williamsburg are good examples of 
using boxwoods to unify the overall composition. 

6. Year-Round Interest - If the living area or 
special garden areas are visible from the indoor 
living space, every effort should be made to plan 
for interest throughout the year. It is difficult to 
have continuous bloom. However, if along with 
flowers, plant material with attractive fruit, colorful 
foliage, interesting bark, or picturesque forms is 
selected, it is possible to create interest throughout 
the year. Boxwood flowers and fruits are not orna
mental but the evergreen foliage can furnish a deep 
green background- for plants with showy flowers, 
fruits, or bark. Steps, gates, fences, or sculptural 
pieces and skillfully introduced rocks or water will 
add to year-round visual enjoyment. 

7. Outdoor Lighting - In many modern homes, 
relating indoor and outdoor living space is an im
portant design consideration. By the use of garden 
lights, it is now possible to illuminate landscape 
compositions so they may be enjoyed from the ter
race or from inside the house at night. One effective 
way to use outdoor lighting is to highlight a peren
nial border or a specimen plant like a large tree, 
boxwood or a clump of birches. This technique is 
especially adaptable to homes with large windows 
or glass doors looking out into the garden. 

8. Creating Livable Outdoor Areas - The last 
design consideration, and one that is often over
looked, is the development of the outdoor living 
area to make it more liveable. Some living areas 
lack interest or appear unfurnished. Properly placed 
garden furniture on the terrace or the lawn helps 
make the area look inviting and liveable. Some types 
of furniture can also add a color note. Dwarfed or 
miniature boxwood in containers or ornamental 
redwood boxes on the terrace add interest if pro
perly blended into the overall design. Boxwood 
pruned into topiary pieces in containers are con
versation pieces when located on or near the terrace. 
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Another important use of boxwood in home 
landscape design is that in the front or public view. 
Taller growing plants are ideal for providing an 
enclosure to make the front area private from the 
street or the neighbors next door. Boxwood may 
also be used to outline a walk leading to the front 
door. or to screen partially or define the parking 
area. However, the greatest use is in the planting 
composition around the front of the house. Too often 
boxwoods are planted without giving proper thought 
to the overall design. As a result, a spotty collection 
clutters the front yard. When proper design factors 
are considered, boxwood is a good plant for founda
tion composition, combining well with many broad
leaf arid needle evergreens. 



In most contemporary homes, the building ma
terials used in construction are normally carried to 
ground level with little or no cellar foundation 
showing. Therefore, it is not necessary to include as 
many plants around the foundation as it is where 
a good deal of foundation shows or the first floor 
level is several steps about the ground . In homes 
of this type, it is often desirable to accent steps and 
doorway, to soften corners , and to hide some of the 
foundation. However, it is a mistake to put box
wood around the foundation without tying it with 
the overall design for the front area. It is important 
to remember that the basic purpose of the plant
ings in the front yard is to create an overall pleas
ing composition to complement the house. Trees for 
framing or shading the house, plus the foundation 
plantings, and the plantings along the edges of the 
public area must all blend into a unified design . 

Since most people start with small plants , an im
mediate desired effect is not possible. Often it takes 
years for the plants to grow -enough to present the 
best overall composition. Visualizing what this will 
look like in the years to come is often a problem for 
the inexperienced homeowner. 

Unless he knows what ultimate design will be 
best, he can easily ruin a good potential design by 
failure to prune plants in time or because he does 
not know how to prune properly . For example, the 
design effect can be spoiled if boxwoods are allowed 
to get too tall and out of scale. Often we see them 
pruned to look like round green balls and the over
all effect is spotty. The individual plants do not 
blend to contribute to an overall design picture. It 
would be better if they were not pruned, but were 
allowed to blend with the other plants gracefully . 
Too many vertical forms and too many different 
types of plants are other mistakes that are often 
observed in foundation planting composition. 

In summary, boxwood is a wonderful plant to 
use in landscape work because it can serve so many 
purposes. Many people need to learn the fundamen
tal principles of design or they should depend more 
on professional help trained in design, so that at
tractive and useful outdoor spaces can be created 
for more gracious living. 

Buxus sempervirens is native to the Madeira Is
lands but not to the Canaries. 

Boxwoods used as major foundation plantings for a home. 
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1. C. LOUDON ON BUXUS1 

BUXUS Tourn. THE BOX TREE. Lin. Syst. 
Monoecia Tetrandria. 

Identification: Tourn. Inst., t. 345.; Eng. Flora, 4. p. 
132. 

Synonymes. Buis, Fr.; Buxbaum, Buchsbaum, Ger.; 
Bossolo, Ital. 

Derivation. From puknos, dense; in reference to the 
hardness and closeness of the wood; or, per
haps, to the denseness of the foliage. The 
Greeks called the boxes made of this wood, 
which were highly esteemed for their durabili
ty, pyxides; and hence, probably, arose the 
word pyx, which is used for the chest contain
ing the Host in the Roman Catholic church. 

Gen. Char. Flowers unisexual, monoecious. - Male. 
Calyx of 4 minute leaves. Stamens 4, inserted 
under the rudiment of a pistil. - Female. 
Flowers singly, at the tip of groups of male 
ones. Calyx as in the male. Styles 3. Stigmas 3. 
Fruit a regma, leathery, beaked with the 
styles. (G. Don.) 
Leaves simple, opposite, exstipulate, ever
green; entire, smooth, stalked. Flowers axil
lary, aggregate, whitish. 

Fruit green. - Shrubs or small trees, ever
green, with rigid leaves and whitish bu4s; na
tives of Europe and Asia; of easy cu~ture in any 
soil that is tolerably dry; arid propagated free
ly by division of the plant, by cuttings, or by 
seeds. 

1. B. SEMPERVIRENS L. The evergreen, or com
con, BOX TREE. 

Identification. Lin. Sp. Pl., 1394; Smith: Eng. Flora, 4. 
p. 133.; Baxt. Brit. Flow, Pl., 2. t. 142. 

Synonymes. Buxus Raii Syn. 445.; Buis commun, 
Bois beni, Fr.; Buchsbaum, Ger.; Busso, Bosso-
10, Ital. 

Engravings. Eng. Bot., t. 1341.; and our fig. 1377. 

Spec. Char., &c. Disk of leaf ovate, convex; footstalk 
slightly downy at the edges.' Anthers ovate
arrow-shaped. (Smith) A low evergreen tree. 
Europe; in England, on Boxhill in Surrey, 
Chequers in Buckinghamshire, and other plac
es, apparently. wild. Height -15 ft. to 30 ft. 
Flowers whitish; April and May. Fruit green
ish; ripe in August. 

1 From pages 703-705 of the book "Trees and 
Shrubs," by Loudon, published in 1875 by Frederick 
Warne & Co., London. The text includes several 
small engravings not reproduced here:' 1376. B. s. 
suffruticosa; 1377. B. sempervirens; 1378 and 1379 
- both of B. balearica. 

Varieties and Subvarieties: 

B. s. 1 arborescens Mill. Dict. No. 1.. Buis arbores
cent, Fr.; hochstammige Buchsbaum, Ger. -
Arborescent. Leaves ovate. This is the most 
common form of the species. 
B. s. a. argentea Hort. - Arborescent. Leaves 

ovate, Variegated with a silvery colour. 
B. s. a. aurea Hort. - Arborescent. Leaves 

ovate, variegated with a golden colour. 
B. s. a. marginata Hort. - Arborescent. Leaf 

ovate, with a margin of a golden colour. 

B. s. 2 angustifolia Mill. Dict. No.2 - Arborescent. 
Leaves lanceolate. 
B. s. a. variegata Hort. - Arborescent. Leaves 

lanceolate, variegated. 

B. s. 3 suffruticosa Mill. Dict. No.3. B. humilis Dod. 
Pempt. 782.; B. s. nana N. Du Ham. i. p. 83.; 
and our fig. 1376.; Buis nain, Buis a Bordures, 
Buis d'Artois, Buis de Hollande, petit Buis, 
Fr.; zwerch Buchsbaum, Ger. -.:... Dwarf. Leaves 
small, obovate. This is the kind usually culti
vated for edgings in European gardens. 

B. s. 4 myrtifolia Lam. Encyc. - Dwarf. Leaves 
small, oblong, narrowish. A pretty little plant; 
generally quite low, but, under favorable cir,. 
cumstances, growing to a considerable size. 

In a wild state, the box seldom exceeds the 
height of 12 or 15 feet in Britain; but in Turkey and 
Asia Minor trees of it have been found as high as 25 
ft. The thickness of the trunk is very considerable in 
proportion to its height, and, in full-grown trees, 
varies from 6 in. to 8 in. in diameter. The tree will 
bear the knife patiently, and is therefore, and from 
the closeness of its habit of growth, well adapted for 
clipped hedges, and all kinds of verdant architecture 
and statuary. It grows slowly, rarely making shoots 
of more than.6 or 8 inches annually. But the tree is 
of great longevity; and so hardy, that it is almost the 
only evergreen, exclusive of the Coniferae, that will 
stand in the open air, without protection, in the gar
dens of Paris, Berlin, and Vienna. The wood of the 
box is remarkably heavy; weighing, when newly 
cut, 80 lb. 7 oz. per cubic foot, and, when perfectly 
dry, 68 lb. 12 oz. and 7 gr. It is the only European 
wood that will sink in water: it is yellow, very hard, 
and susceptible of a fine polish. The wood was form
erly much used in England in cabinet-making and 
inlaying, as it still is in France; and, also, in both 
countries, for musical and mathematical instru
ments, combs, and various articles of turnery. The 
principal use of the boxwood, however, at present, 
is for wood-engraving;' and for this purpose it is an 
important article of commerce. The different kinds 
of box tree are propagated by seeds, cuttings, and 
layers. When the seeds, are to be sown, they should 
be gathered the moment the capsules appear ready 
to open, and sown immediately in light rich earth, 
well drained. Cuttings of from 4 in. to 6 in. in length 
should be put in, in autumn, in a sandy soil, and a 
shaded situation, and in a year they will be' fit to 
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transplant into nursery lines. Layers may be made 
either in the spring or autumn, and either of the 
young or old wood. The dwarf. box used for edgings 
is propagated by being taken up, divided, and re
planted. Box edgings are best planted early in 
spring, because the frost in winter is apt to destroy 
those leaves which have been cut in trimming the 
plants. Box edgings and hedges may be slipped at 
almost any season, except midwinter. Some garden
ers prefer trimming box edgings in June, just when 
the plants have nearly completed their year's shoots; 
because they will afterwards make shoots of ~ in. 
or 1 in. in length, or, at all events, protrude a few 
leaves, and thus, in a week or two, conceal all ap
pearance of the use of the shears. When this prac
tice is followed, it is necessary to go over the edg
ings or hedges in July, in order to cut neatly off with 
the knife any shoots that may have been protruded 
too far; taking care not to cut the leaves. 

2. B. BALEARICA Willd. The Balearic Box. 

Identification. Willd. Arb., 50., Sp. Pl., 4. p. 337.; ? 
Lam. Encyc., 1. p. 505. 

Synonymes. B. s. val'. gigantea N. Du Earn. 1. p. 82.; 
Minorca Box; Buis de Minorque, Buis de Ma
hon, Fr.; Balearischer Buchebaum, Ger.; Bos
solo gentile, Ital. 

Engravings. N. Du Ham., pI. 23. f. 1.; and our figs. 
1378. and 1379. 

Spec. Char., &c. Disk of leaf oblong; footstalk glab-. 
rous. Anthers arrowshaped, linear. (Willd.) 
An evergreen tree; in England a large shrub. 
Minorca, Sardinia, Corsica, and Turkey, on 
rocky surfaces. Height 80 ft., in England 15 ft. 
to 20 ft. Introduced in 1780. Flowers yellow
ish green; July. Fruit greenish; ripe in Octo
ber. 

A very handsome species, with leaves three 
times as large as those of B. sempervirens, and a 
straight smooth trunk. The leaves, when the plant 
is fully exposed to the air, are of a much paler green 
than those of the common box; but, when they are 
in the shade, they are of an intensely deep green. 
The "Wood is of a brighter yellow than that of the 
common box, and, being of a coarser grain, it is in
ferior to "it for engraving on. It is imported from 
Constantinople in large quantities. The plant is prop
agated by cuttings, which, if placed in sandy soil 
under glass, or. in heat, generally strike .root i~ about 
two months after being taken off. Cuttmgs WIll also 
succeed, if treated like those of the common box. 

"The natural range of true box embraces south
ern Europe, part of northern Africa, the coastal ~e
gions of Asia Minor, the Caucasus, northern Persia, 
and ·from the higher elevations of Afghanistan ex
tends along the Himalayas into China and Japan," 
according to S. J. Record, Professor of Forest Pro
ducts and G. A. Garrett, Assistant Professor, in 
their valuable tract, Boxwoods, published in 1925 by 
the Yale University School of Forestry, as Bulletin 
No. 14. -

Boxwood was employed by the ancient Egyptians 
to make head combs both for utilitarian and orna
mental use. Beautifully carved examples have been 
found in their tombs. 
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BOXWOOD GARDENS 
OLD and NEW 
by ALBERT ADDISON LEWIS 

(Excerpts from Mr. Lewis' book by the same 
title, published by The William Byrd Press, Inc., of 
Richmond, Virginia, in 1924. Some excerpts from 
this book have appeared in both the January, April 
and July 1963 issues of The Bulletin.) 

CHATMOSS 

THE Chatmoss garden was planted in the peace
ful antebellum days about 1850 by Samuel Harden 
Hairston. There was still plenty of room for leisure
ly living in Virginia, for the lawn alone' covers 
twenty acres. It was kept cropped by a flock of 
sheep, just as the Scotch keep the greens on their 
golf courses to this day. There is a wonderful at
mosphere of pastoral tranqUility about a flock gent:
ly grazing under great trees on a wide lawn. They 
are as picturesque as they are useful. 

1'he same serenity pervades the formal garden, 
where dwarf Box marks out the beds and separates 
the flowers from the broad winding walks. The most 
unusual feature, however, is the tree Box, a hedge 
of it thirty feet high along the garden side, thickly 
clustered, dark, sombre, and impressive - not un
like the shaggy cypresses in the crags above the 
Mediterranean. It makes a rich background against 
which the colors of the garden flare gaily. 

The Chatmoss garden was just flourishing abun
dantly when the clamor of the Civil War crashed 
down upon it. What anxious days those were, 
when this mistress of Chatmoss and her charming 
daughters, who had before spent pleasant hours 
pruning and snipping and transplanting, now passed 
the long weeks with flying needles in the garden
shade, knitting innumerable socks and stitching on 
scores of the grey cotton shirts with which the Con
federate women kept General Lee's army supplied. 

Those were the days when every Virginia girl 
kept her "running bag" tied to her waist - for raids 
were imminent at any time, and into this carry-all 
whatever they wished to save was thrown as they 
rushed to safety. One girl writes in her diary of 
stuffing. "my sunbonnet, veil, comb, toothbrush, ca
bas filled with dozens of small articles, and dagger 
to carry; and then my heart failed me when I 
thought of my guitar, so I caught it up in the case; 
and remembering father's heavy inkstand, I seized 
that, too, with two fans." 

Their hearts must have ached as they slipped 
through their beloved garden, expecting it to be 
shell-torn and ravaged in a few hours! Fortunately 
the Chatmoss garden was spared any great disfigure
ment, and today its prim borders and beautiful Box
trees are shiningly in place just as they were "befo' 
the wah." 



THE F AMOUS AVENEL GARDEN 

HOW fine it was that the gallant colonists of the 
middle seventeenth century found time in the midst 
of their fight for foothold on this hostile continent 
to clear a spot from the tangled forest and to plant 
there - a garden. 

In those days to cut out of a forest clearing a 
garden as perfect, serene, and well-proportioned as 
the one at Blandfield was nothing short of miracu
lous. In most cases they had to raise even trees from 
seeds, a patient endless undertaking. William Byrd, 
the grandsire of the Beverley who founded Avenel 
"saved many seeds, but all had been ruined except 
Poppeas Arbor, Rhus Sentisie, Laurus Tulipfera." 
Cones and acorns were collected and planted or sent 
back to England in exchange for clippings and roots. 

And imagine the long, long trip across the 
stormy Atlantic in the slight sailing vessel, weighted 
down with mahogany chests of brocaded silks, old 
plate, and family jewels - and, in the hold, some 
clumps of Box, so that the "wilderness might bud 
and blossom as the rose" and culture and beauty 
might not die away before harsh necessity. 

When, over one hundred years ago, the Bever
leys designed the garden at Avenel, they formed it 
of two flower knots, one copied after Blandfield and 
the other after Tudor Place. Here the rich deep 
velvety green of Box enclosed the brilliance of every 
oldfashioned flower that grew, jasmine, rose, lilac, 
lavender, and the hundred others that made old 
gardens so fragrant and so happy. 

In each flower knot there stood, towering nobly 
over the rest, a grand Box-tree, so large that the 
Beverley grandchildren would hide themselves 
there to dream over a novel of Bulwer's or a poem 
of Scott's. Captain James Bradshaw Beverley, who 
drew the garden plan, said that "no drawing could 
convey the beauty, the wooing welcome, the dolce 
far niente of it all." 

HORSESHOE 

WILLIAM BYRD, the delightful chronicler to 
whom we owe so much of our information about 
early Virginia, wrote in September, 1732: "In the 
afternoon we walked in a Meadow by the Riverside, 
which winds in the form of a Horseshoe, about Ger
mana, making it a peninsula, containing about 400 
acres." This River-bound peninsula was then the 
home of the Spotswood family. 

Governor Spotswood was in 1716 the leader of 
an adventurous band of men called the Horseshoe 
Knights, probably first organized for Indian war
fare . He used to lead them at a gallop up to the top 
of a mountain on the estate where they would drink 
to the King's health. 

These bold Knights were probably the forebears 
of the Culpeper County Minute Men who were so 
famous for their daring exploits in the Revolution. 
John Randolph said, "They must have been a pic
turesque lot as they rode along through the woods 
in green hunting shirts with a motto across them, 
"Liberty or Death," and the estate of Horseshoe 
gains a romantic interest from having been their 
rendezvous. 

John Spotswood, however, must have been al
together too reckless, for he became so in debt that 
his inheritance of four Hundred and sixty acres was 
forfeited; and later became the property of John 
Thompson, a prominent Virginia churchman and 
gentleman of culture who is responsible for many 
features of the garden which reflect the refinement 
and dignity of European customs. 

By the outbreak of the Civil War, Horseshoe 
was in its prime. Its homestead was one of the finest 
Georgian type, its wide porches two stories high 
supported by lofty white columns, an impressive 
house in a handsome setting. Its many slave-quar
ters show that there were abundant servants to 
maintain the establishment with all the elegance 
which Colonial gentry enjoyed. Its outlying kitchen 
brings up the picture of negroes on horseback carry
ing each course freshly hot at a gallop to the great 
dining-hall in the house-proper. 

The garden follows the lines for a horseshoe for 
which the estate was named. Its most important 
feature is a grouping of great Box trees down the 
center of the horseshoe. 

It must have been very beautiful and very state
ly, when one day a breathless rider clattered up the 
long shaded avenue to the house with the news that 
Pope's soldiers were marching towards the place. 
Silver was hastily carried out and buried in under 
the · thickest Box-trees. Valuable documents and 

26 



jewelry were thrown into sacks and carpet bags and 
taken with the family in their coach as it rocked 
away with the horses strained to a gallop. The in
vading army were forced to do some injury to the 
stables and house, as a hasty search was made for 
snipers and concealed arms. But the garden did not 
suffer much. Its very loveliness was its own protec
tion. 

Edith Tumis Sale writes of it: "Any search for 
Box gardens would not be complete without a visit 
to Horseshoe . . .. A grassy pleasaunce, studded at 
intervals by six-foot trees of semper-virens Box
wood, forms the controlling note . .. . The garden 
calendars the seasons as they come and go. Tall 
hollyhocks and riotous sweetpeas glorify the garden 
in June, while masses of lily of the valley and 
violets bloom in a sheltered corner before the May 
flowers come. All the flowers , every shrub, each tree 
is planted in accord with the dominant feature of 
the garden - the stately Boxwood lifting its head 
along the center length." 

FARMINGTON 

FARMINGTON was in 1744 a tract of four 
thousand four hundred acres, fertile and beautiful, 
with a view of the Blue Ridge Mountains ever be
fore it. On this magnificent sweep of meadow and 
hill Francis Jourdone in 1758 desired to build a 
house worthy of such a lordly domain. He laid walls 
and foundations massively of brick, two to three 
feet thick, but for some reason before the super
structure could go up he sold the estate to George 
Divers. 

George Divers was a friend of Thomas Jefferson 
and so he asked him to design a house for that noble 
site. Jefferson was not a professional architect, but 
he was a man of exceptional ability along many 
lines, as were the talented country gentlemen of 
old Virginia. He had observed the best architecture 
abroad, and the house he planned was said to be a 
copy of a fine European country place, having an 
unusual octagonal front with classic white columns 
outlined against the brick facade. Tradition says 
that Jefferson rode over to Farmington one day to 
superintend the building, and he discharged all the 
workmen, and the finishing of the~ouse was again 
delayed. 

Afterwards it changed hands several times, but 
no owner succeeded in finishing the mansion. By 
this time a superstition had sprung up among the 
colored folk that whoever completed the house 
would die. Strangely enough, this weird prophecy 
came true, for General Peyton, who finally per
fected the grand old house, passed away suddenly 
and without reason on the very night it was done. 

From the windows of the house, one looks out 
over a charming terrace arranged' in a quaint pat
tern of flower beds, filled with mignonette and lark
spur and roses, and bordered with fragrant dwarf 
Boxwood. This Box garden is perfect in every re
spect, a jewel of a garden, and one whose classic 
and balanced outlines beautifully accord with that 
fine old house that Thomas Jefferson designed. 
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RIDGEWAY 

HA VE you ever seen anything lovelier than the 
garden at Ridgeway ? It has what an artist calls 
"texture," for on its canvas shimmers the grey
green delicacy of willow leaves against the dark 
green shagginess of huge Box-trees, and the velvety 
dark-blue green of clumps of dwarf Box! How well 
the sundial is placed, where its fluted shaft is out
lined classically against the rugged hedge ! And 
what an inviting old bench, where sunshine can 
pour down with comfortable warmth , and fill the 
soft air with the pungency of Boxwood! 

Albemarle County, where beautiful Ridgeway is 
situated, is full of romance and history. Many a 
famous American chose this superb locality for his 
permanent home: Monroe at Oak Hill , Madison at 
Montpelier, Jefferson at Monticello, Patrick Henry 
at Red Hill, and a legion of other grand old Vir
ginians, the Carters, the Randolphs, the Hairstons 
and so on. Indeed, so popular with Virginians is this 
county that it was chosen out of all that picturesque 
state for the location of the University of Virginia. 

It was Indian country first , of course, for deer 
and elk grazed freely all through it, and it was a 
veritable "Happy Hunting Ground" with its sun
flecked woods and clear streams. 

But it was early settled by Colonists, for it was 
unusually desirable, almost a Garden of Eden. It 
was traversed by Revolutionary armies, both red-
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coats and Colonial troops. In the .Civil War it was 
crossed and recrossed during that tragic conflict as 
the tide of fortune swayed. It seems strange now 
that cousin could have 'fought cousin, and even 
brother go out against brother in that sad and 
bloody struggle, for one would say that the beauty 
of nature in Albemarle County would fill men's 
hearts with the milk of human kindness. 

Cardinal Newman gives 'this definition: "By a 
garden is meant a place of spiritual repose, stillness, 
peace, refreshment, delight." Such a heaven is the 
garden at Ridgeway in beautiful Albemarle County. 

THE OAKS 

NEAR Red Hill, where Patrick Henry lived his 
last years, there is a beautiful plantation which was 
called South Isle until the changing course of the 
Staunton River filled in about it and made it one 
with the mainland. Then it became "The Oaks," so
called because of a towering grove of trees about 
the homestead. 

Like Patrick Henry at Red Hill, his neighbors at 
"The Oaks" loved the pungency of Boxwood and in 
their rare garden it was at once the ornament and 
the frame. In this case it was the mistress of the 
manor who had the passion for a garden and Mrs. 
Izard Bacon Rice planned and supervised the crea
tion of a garden that is, as the poem says, "a love-
some spot, God wot." . 

Box, as at Red Hill, was the keynote of the 
planting, but Mrs. Rice admired too, the coloring of 
old perennials, and these were set out in the Box
edged beds of her garden like so many old-fashioned 
nosegays. 

The central walk was bordered by alternating 
bushes of Box and of pink perpetual roses - an in
spiration surely, for the roses looked more feminine 
and delicate against the dark of the Box, and the 
Box seemed more sturdily evergreen for the con
trast. 

Her "curious knotted garden" is pleasant be
cause the beds, though of various forms, are all bal
anced and symmetrical, and the Box edgings are 
kept down to a foot in height, the better to show the 
design. Over some of these tiny walls self-sown 
cypress vines have sprawled, dotting the green 
with the white and crimson stars of their flowers. 

Mrs. Rice planned her vegetable garden with 
genius; each square is flower-bordered' and huge 
Box-trees pyramid it occasionally. So what" might 
have' been merely utilitarian and ugly is made 
beautiful by the same artistry that created that ex
quisite flower garden at "The Oaks." 

THE HEDGES AT CASTLE HILL 

LONG before the American Revolution, the 
famous Dr. Thomas Walker, who fought Indians 
from necessity and designed gardens from choice, 
laid out the grounds at Castle Hill in Virginia. The 
garden is a splendid spacious square where noble 
Boxwood hedges rise along the sides, their deep 
greenery the rich background for a riot of old-fash
ioned flowers. Through arch-ways cut from the 
living Box, one glimpses the blue of far away moun
tains and the stretches of lovely Virginia fields, 
sloping gently away from the eminence of Castle 
Hill. 

The old Boxwood, so warm with peace and 
beauty, has watched over troublous days when that 
garden was a hub-bub of excitement and intrigue, 
for in 1781 Jack Jouett made his famous ride .from 
Cuckoo Tavern in Louisa County to warm Thomas 
Jefferson that the British were coming under Lieu
tenant-Colonel Tarleton. He stopped a mome!1t in 
the cool shade of the old hedge for food and drink 
- and warning. And when the red-:coat leader with 
his raiders galloped up a little later, a charming 
hostess welcomed them. Mistress Mildred Walker 
led them to that beautiful garden, refreshed them 
with mint julep, a-tinkle in silver tankards on that 
restful terrace where the pungency of the Box bord
ers and the perfume of a thousand summer blossoms 
mingled to make the energetic Lieutenant-Colonel 
forget that there was war without. He tarried a few 
hours, and when he reached Charlottesville, his 
quarry, Thomas Jefferson and the members of the 
Assembly had fled. 

Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Monroe -
many men who made history for America - walk
ed through those Boxwood arches and along those 
garden paths. LaFayette, a visitor to Castle Hill, 
loved the garden for its old-world charm. And to
day, just as five generations ago, the Boxwood 
hedges still keep silent watch over that lovely spot 
which has grown even more beautiful with the 
passing years. 

REDLANDS OF THE CARTERS 

THERE is a beautiful range of hills in Alber
marle County called Carter's Mountain. At one end 
of it lies Monticello, the home of Thomas Jefferson. 
At the other end extend the rolling acres of Red
lands, the estate founded by Robert Carter, for 
whom the mountains were named. The parallel lo
cation and the similarity of the houses are evidences 
of the intimate friendship that existed between the 
two distinguished owners so many years ago. 

At the close of the American Revolution Robert 
Carter and his wife began to build their house 
which commands that wooded valley and to layout 
the fine garden which today still retains its fas
cinating original forni. 

It was typically English, a combination vegetable 
and flower garden, for the wonderful gardeners of 
that time knew that, properly grouped and ar
ranged, the humble kitchen garden might become 
a "thing of beauty and a joy forever." 

The general plan at Redlands was of a series of 
squares, enclosed by thrifty Box hedges, with the 
corners emphasized by huge Box bushes for accent 
and climax. It was customary for a landowner in 
those days to pattern his flower beds after some 
heraldic Maltese cross, the insignia of the early 
Masons. There is a similar planting at Washington's 
Mount Vernon. 
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The illustration shows the bush texture of the 
beautiful old Box bushes, but cannot show the in
finite charm of the white violets and 'periwinkles 
that blossom shyly in the cool shelter of their great 
roots. Nor can it give any idea of the unforgettable 
bitter-sweet pungency that rises from them when 
at evening the blue, smoky veil of mist settles over 
those poetic foothills. 



Boxwoods used to enclose an outdoor living area. 
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