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Observations on Buxus in Nature 
Part I: Cuba 
Henry F. Frierson, Jr., M.D. 

Of the approximately 100 species 
of boxwood worldwide, amazingly 
one-third reside in Cuba. None of 
these Cuban species is in cultivation 
or in the horticultural trade, and 
nearly all are located in small isolated 
areas of rural Cuba. The initial 
discoveries and collections of Cuban 
Buxus occurred in the early 20th 
century by the American botanist 
John Adolph Shafer, from the New 
York Botanical Garden, and then by 
the Swedish botanist Erik Ekman 
(1887 -1931), who sent herbarium 
material to a German botanist for 
description and classification. Study 
of Cuban boxwood was subsequently 
neglected for decades during the mid-
20th century until Dr. Egon Kohler of 
Humboldt University in Berlin began 
his investigation of Cuban Buxus in 

1968. Dr. Kohler was initially 
interested in studying the pollen 
grains of the Cuban species, but since 
that time has examined all of their 
botanical characteristics during his 
more than 30 trips to the island. His 
collecting excursions (with his Cuban 
botanist colleagues) throughout the 
island have netted nearly 35 species, 
with some species possibly yet to be 
discovered. 

In 1995, Dr. Mark and Elizabeth 
Braimbridge had the vision to 
instigate the creation of a living 
collection of Cuban boxwood to be 
housed at the Jardin Botanico 
Nacional (IBN) (National Botanical 
Garden). Along with the assistance of 
Dr. Kohler and the invaluable support 
of Dr. Angela Leiva, Director of the 
IBN, and her staff, this collection has 

been realized. The American Box
wood Society formerly provided 
some financial assistance for the 
botanical excursions for the collec
tion of Buxus species. With the kind 
help of Dr. Leiva, I was able to obtain 
an academic visa from the Univers
idad de La Habana to enter Cuba and 
see the collection at the IBN and to 
take trips to observe Buxus species in 
nature. The concept of the JBN was 
begun in 1968, when interested 
botanists from East Germany collabo
rated with those from Cuba. Dr. Leiva 
was appointed the first Director in 
1972. After many years of planning 
and development, the IBN opened to 
the public in 1984 (Fig. 1). One 
German botanist who was especially 
important in establishing the garden 
was Johann Bisse, who was tragically 

Fig 1 . The chief administrative office of the Jardin Botanico Nacional is located near the entrance to the garden. 
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Fig 2. A specimen ofB. sclerophylla is planted in 
serpentine soil in one of the greenhouse pavillions. 

Fig 3. Dr. Rosalina Berazain lturralde, Dr. Egon Kohler, 
and Dr. Angela Leiva on a path to the Japanese garden. 

killed in an automobile accident in 
Havana in 1984. The JBN is located 
15.5 miles south of Havana, and con
tains 1,482 acres linked by 21.7 miles 
of roads. There are 350 employees. 

The JBN has an extensive collec
tion of tropical and subtropical plants 
from all five continents. Specimens of 
the chief types of vegetation in Cuba, 
including those from the coastal 
thicket, the dry forest, the semidecid
uous forest and the humid forest, the 
jucaro and palm tree forests, the pine 
forest, and plants from the areas of 
serpentine soil, are represented in the 
garden (Fig 2). Also noteworthy is a 
Japanese garden (Fig. 3) and a mature 
collection of tropical fruit trees, 
whose interesting and tasty fruits 
were completely unknown to me. In 
addition, the JBN contains adminis
trative offices, greenhouse pavilions, 
an educational building that houses 
guest scientists (Fig. 4), shadehouses, 
two restaurants, acres for crop 
cultivation, and research buildings 
that include 80,000 dried herbarium 
specimens. 

28 

The living Buxus collection at the 
JBN consists of plants collected from 
all over Cuba, but most of the species 
(more than 80%) reside on rocky 
serpentine soil and largely are found 
in the eastern part of the country. In 
comparison with limestone soil, 
serpentine soil is more acidic, con
tains heavy metals, and is nutrient 
poor. It comprises only 5-7% of the 
soil in Cuba, and houses plants that 
often have small leaves and spines. At 
present 34 tentatively-identified 
species of Buxus (Table 1) are planted 
in approximately 300 containers that 
are housed in a shadehouse (Figs. 5-7) 
Cuttings of some of the species are 
being rooted in coldframes. The 
various species require further 
botanical examination of their charac
teristics to determine whether some 
are actually variations and not 
separate species. For example, B. 
leonii and B. wrightii are quite similar 
in appearance and B. historica 
(collected by a Hungarian botanist in 
the 1980s on a date important in 
Cuban history) may be a variant of B. 

retusa. Dr. Kohler continues to study 
their features so that a definitive 
classification can ultimately be 
constructed. One tentatively named 
plant, B. frutos alados, appears to be 
the newest identified species, and 
was found during an excursion to the 
eastern part of the country just days 
before I arrived. Many of the species 
are very rare in nature, and some like 
B. moana are threatened (in the case 
of this species by nickel mining). B. 
glome rata may be the most frequent, 
and it also occurs in other areas of the 
Caribbean. The growing habits and 
leaf characteristics of Cuban box
wood are quite diverse (Figs 8-10). 
For instance, the leaves of B. leonii 
(about 1 inch long), B. wrightii, B. 
foliosa (about 0.5 inches long) and B. 
revoluta are narrow (1-2 mm) and 
needle-like. On the other hand, the 
elliptical or lanceolate leaves of B. 
muelleriana, B. acuminata, and B. 
bissei are long (over 5 inches) and 
wide (1.5-2.5 inches). The specimens 
showed nice growth in containers, 
receiving protection in the 
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Fig 4. This building at the lBN houses classrooms, administrative offices, and quarters for visiting scientists. 

Fig 5. This shadehouse contains the potted specimens of the living Buxus collection. 
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Fig 6. The Buxus collection is at the left side of the shadehouse; the remaining space is devoted to orchids. 

Fig 7. The diversity of the Cuban boxwood species is readily apparent in the collection. 
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shadehouse and attention from the 
garden's staff. 

During my stay at the JBN, I was 
able to participate in two field excur
sions. First, we traveled to the Pinar del 
Rio area of western Cuba, about a 
three-hour drive from the JBN. There 
in a nationally protected area of forest, 
we saw B. wrightii growing in shade as 
small specimens up to two feet high 
and two feet broad along a small 
stream bed (Fig. 11) . We noted its 
location using a global positioning 
system (GPS). After reboarding our 
van and riding a few more miles, we 
spotted a rather sickly specimen of B. 
brevipes present alongside a small river 
(Fig 12) ; the plant undoubtedly is 
inundated by water at times when the 
river is especially high. The site of B. 
brevipes was not very far from the base 
of the highest point in western Cuba, 
Pande Guajaibon, that is about 1700 
meters high (Fig 13). Within walking 
distance of B. brevipes was a very 
rare primitive micro cycad palm, 
Palme corcho, which consists of a 
total of only about 250 plants in six 
populations. After travelling across 
the mountains toward the northern 
coast, we stopped to see the third 
species of the day, B. leon ii, growing 
in an area of serpentine soil along the 

bank of a small stream. Numerous 
examples of this species were noted 
in this particularly remote area. 

During the second field trip, we 
drove 45 miles east of the JBN to 
Lomas de Galindo, Canasi, to exam
ine B. gonociada growing on dry, 
rocky serpentine soil. This area had 
been previously deforested and then 
mistakenly reforested with pines (that 
normally do not thrive on serpentine 
soil) that were quite stunted and 
unhealthy. B. gonoclada, on the other 
hand, was thriving on its native soil 
completely exposed to the sun (Fig 14). 
Numerous specimens, some up to 6 
feet tall, were observed, and many had 
flowers. The leaves of B. gonociada 
measured up to 3 inches in length. 

Interestingly, insect damage was 
noted on its leaves, and many weevil
like insects were observed on the 
plants. It is clear that the pests of 
Cuban Buxus are very different from 
those that plague some cultivated 
plants in the U.S. Dr. Kohler has also 
observed damage by an unknown pest 
on B. crassifolia, growing in eastern 
Cuba, in which the leaves are con
sumed from the top down to the 
venations, allowing clear indication 
of the plant's venation pattern. The 
pests of Cuban Buxus have been 

virtually unstudied, and would be of 
interest for future investigation. 

The living Buxus collection in the 
JBN serves important scientific and 
future horticultural functions . The 
collection can be studied for the 
definitive classification of Cuban 
boxwood; evaluated for specific pests 
and diseases and their eradication; and 
assessed for their growth on limestone 
instead of serpentine soil. Clearly, 
some of the species have horticultural 
potential, but their ability to grow 
well on limestone soil is unknown at 
present. It is anticipated that the plants 
in containers will be planted in the 
garden first in serpentine soil, but this 
is tedious and expensive, as the soil 
must be trucked in from other parts of 
the island. Subsequently selected 
specimens will be grown in limestone 
soil to observe their adaptation to this 
modification. 

The establishment of the living 
collection of Cuban Buxus serves as a 
wonderful model for the creation of 
other national collections of boxwood 
where they occur in nature. The 
author especially thanks Dr. Angela 
Leiva and her staff for their kindness 
and great hospitality, and Dr. Egon 
Kohler for his colleagueship and 
friendship. 

Fig 8. B. leonii has needle-shaped leaves. This specimen 
is in flower. 

Fig 9. The leaf size ofB. leivae is intermediate to that of 
other Cuban boxwood species. 
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Fig 10. This small specimen ofB. ekmanii shows its Large Leaves. 

Fig 11. This nationally protectedforest in Pinar del Rio is the site ofB.wrightii. 
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Table I. List of tentative Buxus 
species housed in the Jardin 
Botanico Nacional. 

B. scierophylla 
B. brevipes 
B. rheedioides 
B. Leonii 
B. ekmanii 
B. gLomerata 
B. wrightii 
B. shaferi 
B. mueLLeriana 
B. marginaLis 
B. imbricata 
B. acunae 
B. acuminata 
B. moana 
B. bissei 
B. Leivae 
B·foLiosa 
B. revoLuta 
B. jaucoensis 
B. crassifoLia 
B. pseudoretusa 

B. excisa 
B.obovata 
B. rotundifoLia 
B. historica 
B. retusa 
B. gonociada 
B. piLosuLa 
B.oLivacea 
B. pseudaneura 
B. frutos aLados 
B. grupo gonociada 
B. serpentinicoLa 
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Fig 12. B. brevi pes (not shown) grew just outside of the rocks within this small river. 

Fig 13. The highest peak in western Cuba, Pande Guajai
bon, is seenfrom a bridge where B. brevipes was found. 
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Fig 14. A nice specimen ofB. gonoclada in the 
formerly deforested area of Lomas de Galindo, 
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Designing With Boxwood: River House 
Sigrid Georgii Harriman 

The river, seen through a clump of 
paper white birches and weeping 
willows, is almost four miles wide, 
choppy and grey . Crying osprey 
chicks, on a platform nest, await the 
next food delivery. 

About ten years ago, the owners 

asked me to help them in the restora
tion of the property along the river 
that surrounded a Victorian farm 
house. 

Traditional plantings of Buxus 
sempervirens framed the front of the 
house which faced the river. These 

boxwood were so overgrown that one 
could not see out of windows or 
porch. The view to the river was 
further obstructed by many patches of 
wisterias and shrub roses, hollies, red 
cedars, and volunteer trees (not to 
forget poison ivy) along the bluff. 
Several fifty-foot silver maples 
surrounded the house. Their height 
and separateness from each other 
made them a threat in case of a storm. 
Woods bordering the property had, 
over many years, advanced closer to 
the house than anyone liked. 

Kitchen walk to parking area (2001). (Photos: Sigrid Georgii Harriman) 

Slowly the woods were thinned out 
and cut back to reveal open spaces. 
The first group of trees to be planted 
were weeping willows and paper 
white birches. Most silver maples 
were cut down and carefully selected 
new trees (dogwoods, crape myrtles , 
dawn redwoods, eastern redbuds , 
ginkos, willow oaks, yellow woods) 
were planted to provide shade and 
accent. After the entire property was 
cleared, boxwood became structure 
and outline for redesign as well as 
new spaces. 

The river view before cleanup (1993). The river view after cleanup (1999). 
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The house before pruning of American boxwood (1993). 

The house after third pruning (1998). 
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(1) Buxus 
sempervirens in front of 
the house were cut (in 
three stages over two 
years) to be below all 
window sills; Buxus 
sempervirens 'Suffru
ticosa' were pruned, 
transplanted, and 
rearranged at the side of 
the house. 

(2) A carefully 
designed brick path now 
leads from the kitchen Gazebo, with 'Green Beauty'. 

Walkfrom kitchen to parking (1994). 

door on the side of the 
house to the guest parking. The center 
part of the walk, a figure eight, is 
outlined with Buxus microphylla var. 
japonica 'Green Beauty'. One of the 
beds is planted with lavender, the 
other with a collection of annuals. 

(3) The center of the parking 

Walk with planting ofBuxus microphylla var. japonica 'Green Beauty' (2001). 
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circle, about thirty feet in diameter, 
was designed to resemble a wheel 
with spokes. The wheel outline has 
six Buxus sempervirens dividing the 
circumference. Between each are 
Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa', 
Buxus microphylla 'Green Pillow' 
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The parking parterre (1995). 

Parking parterre with B. sempervirens and B. sempervirens 'Suffruticosa '. B. microphylla 'Green Pillow ' and B. sinica 
var. insularis 'Justin Brouwers ' serve as "spokes" (2000). 
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and Buxus sinica var. insularis 'Justin 
Brouwers' alternately define the 
spokes of the imaginary wheel, the 
parking parterre. When planted, these 
plants were small and seemed 
insignificant in the expanse of the 
property. However, within five years 
they matured and a Victorian cast 
iron vase on a pedestal in the center 
of the parterre completes the picture. 

(4) The approach to a white 
pergola with a view over the parking 
parterre to the water is lined with 
'Green Beauty'. A mirror planting of 
'Green Beauty' leads from the drive 
to the parking circle. The background 
of the pergola is an open meadow 
toward woods and has crape myrtle 
and dogwood for color during 
different seasons. From the pergola 
one also sees two large beds of white 
crape myrtles. The careful selection 
of plant material for structure and 
color creates a unified monochro
matic appearance of the entire 
property. 

All boxwood are growing beauti
fully in full sun. Even on the hottest 
day the air is tempered by breezes 
from the river. 'Justin Brouwers' and 
'Green Pillow' have done well and 
developed into healthy plants requir
ing only occasional trimming with no 
sports so far . Typically for 'Suffruti
cosa' they show signs of tightness in 
growth and need to be thinned. Each 
year the plants of 'Green Beauty' 
have healthy new shoots, easy to trim. 
The growth of Buxus sempervirens is 
slower than anticipated, however, 
they will need shaping this year. With 
sandy and friable soil not much 
fertilization has been needed up to 
date. 

Today, the property reflects the 
successful blending of open spaces 
and formally designed points of 
interest. There is always more that 
can be done; the future will tell. 

Sigrid Georgii Harriman is Secretary 
of the ABS. 
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The Guardian 
A Testament to Taste and the Source of an Error 
Maury Hanson, M.D. (ABS Director) 

After the demise of the Tatler and 
the Spectator Richard Steele founded 
and, with his friend and colleague, 
Joseph Addison, edited The Guardian, 
a periodical that appeared daily, except 
Sunday, from March 12 to October 1, 
1713, and contained anonymous essays 
contributed by Addison, Steele and 
others. In the issue of Tuesday, Septem
ber 29, appears an essay on gardens and 
landscaping. Steele, in his introduction 
to the first collected edition of the 
essays from The Guardian (London, 
1714), states that the author of this 
essay is Alexander Pope. The essay is 
of interest for two reasons: 1) it 
provides a humorous glimpse of the 
shifting tastes in English landscaping, 
and 2) it explains a minor error that has 
been transmitted in the literature on 
boxwood. 

The essay opens with the author's 
expression of gratitude that a friend was 
pleased with the author's garden, an 
example of "the amiable Simplicity of 
unadorned Nature." He remarks that 
this was "the Taste of the Ancients in 
their Gardens," and then, as proof, 
provides a translation of the description 
of Alcinoos' garden from the Odyssey, 
7. 112-132. Next is a brief discussion of 
the Homeric garden, contrasted to the 
repugnant artificiality of modem 
gardens: "we seem to make it our Study 
to recede from Nature, not only in the 
various Tonsure of Greens into the 
most regular and formal Shapes, but 
even in monstrous Attempts beyond the 
reach of the Art it self: We run into 
Sculpture, and are yet better pleas' d to 
have our Trees in the most awkward 
Figures of Men and Animals, than in 
the most regular of their own." Then 
follow seven lines of Latin verse, 
giving examples of the current bad 
taste: 

Hinc & nexilibus videas e frondibus hortos, 
Irnplexos late muros, & Moenia circum 
Porrigere, & latas e ramis surgere turres; 

Deflexam & Myrtum in Puppes, atque aerea 
rostra: 

In buxisque undare fretum, atque e rore 
rudentes. 

Parte alia frondere suis tentoria Castris; 
Scutaque spicuJaque & jaculantia citria 

Vallos. 

These lines in Latin without 
attribution would have been under
stood by an 18th-century reader to be 
the author's composition. Most 
educated Englishmen of that era were 
well schooled in classical literature, 
frequently quoting from Latin and 
Greek authors and occasionally 
producing Latin or Greek composi
tions of their own. The essays of The 
Guardian are peppered with Latin 
quotations. Very likely Pope is the 
author of these lines; however, other 
contributors, Joseph Addison in 
particular, were known for their skill 
in composing Latin verse. Translation 
would not have been considered 
necessary, although occasionally, as 
with the selection from the Odyssey 
in this essay, an author might wish to 
display a translation that pleased him, 
often his own. For these seven Latin 
lines no translation is given in the 
original essay or in the first edition of 
the collected essays. Some later 
editions, however, both English and 
American (e.g. , those of London, 
1822, and Philadelphia, 1835), 
include the following rather loose 
translation after the seven lines of 
Latin : 

Here interwoven branches form a waIl, 
And from the living fence green turrets rise: 
There ships of myrtle sail in seas of box: 
A green encampment yonder meets the eye, 
And loaded citrons bearing shields and 

spears. 
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Despite the use of these verses to 
provide a poetic contrast to the 
Homeric description the appearance 
of unattributed lines of verse, occur
ring after and not far removed from 
the translation of the Odyssey, must 
have led a reader, not attentive either 
to the author' s argument or to the 
Latin, to assume that these lines were 
also from the Odyssey. This mistake 
was made by Albert A. Lewis or a 
source he used (Boxwood Gardens, 
Old and New, Richmond, 1924, p. 
126) and was repeated by Clara S. 
McCarty (The Story of Boxwood, 
Richmond, 1950, p. 7), by the Garden 
Club of Buzzard' s Bay Boxwood 
Booklet Committee (Boxwood, n.p., 
1992, p.4) and by P. D. Larson 
(Boxwood, Its History, Cultivation, 
Propagation and Descriptions, 
Boyce, Virginia, 1996, p. I). Mr. 
Pope would be amazed and indignant 
to learn that his ridicule of English 
topiary could be construed as evi
dence of Mycenaean topiary. 
Alcinoos' garden consisted of an 
orchard, vineyard and vegetable beds. 
No topiary is described there. And 
the only mention of boxwood in the 
Homeric epics occurs in the Iliad, 24. 
269, where the yoke for Priam's 
mules is described as "puxinon," 
"made of boxwood." 

Apart from its misuse by writers 
on boxwood, this essay is a light
hearted commentary on the changing 
tastes in English landscaping. The 
17th and 18th centuries saw in 
England an increasing admiration of 
classical antiquity. From this arose a 
vision, more romantic than realistic, 
of classical architecture and land
scaping: noble proportions, simple 
lines and natural shapes, "unspoiled" 
nature with perhaps only a temple, or 
better, its fallen ruins, in the distance 
to suggest man's presence. Pope, 
renowned as a poet, was also well 
known as a ski11ed landscape de
signer. He expressed his views on the 
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subject in Of False Taste, an Epistle 
to the Right Honourable Richard 
Earl of Burlington, London, 1731. 
The epistle is in heroic couplets, two 
of which give an idea of his message: 

Something there is, more needful than 
Expence, 

And something previous ev'n to Taste
'Tis Sense: 

and 
To sweU the Terras, or to sink the Grot; 
In all, let Nature never be forgot. (pp. 6-7). 

Later in the century this enthusi-
asm for natural scenery culminated in 
the landscape architecture of Capabil
ity Brown who transformed the 
formal, geometric gardens of some of 
England's great country houses, 
replacing their parterres with curving 
paths, sweeping lawns and vistas of 
meadows, lakes and groves of trees. 
But even in 1713 the earlier taste in 
landscape design was grist for the 
satirist's mi11. Here is the conclusion 
of Pope' s Guardian essay with its 
parody of a topiarist's catalogue: 

"I believe it is no wrong Observa
tion that Persons of Genius, and those 
who are most capable of Art, are 
always most fond of Nature, as such 
are chiefly sensible, that all Art 
consists in the Imitation and Study of 
Nature. On the contrary, People of 
the common Level of Understanding 
are principally delighted with the 
little Niceties and Fantastical Opera
tions of Art, and constantly think that 
finest which is least Natural. A 
Citizen is no sooner Proprietor of a 
couple of Yews, but he entertains 
Thoughts of erecting them into 
Giants, like those of Guild-hall... 

For the benefit of all my loving 
Countrymen of this curious Taste, I 
shall here publish a Catalogue of 
Greens to be disposed of by an 
eminent Town-Gardiner, who has 
lately applied to me upon this Head. 
He represents, that for the Advance
ment of a politer sort of Ornament in 
the Vi11a's and Gardens adjacent to 

this great City, and in order to 
distinguish those Places from the 
meer barbarous Countries of gross 
Nature, the World stands much in 
need of a Virtuoso Gardiner who has 
a Tum to Sculpture, and is thereby 
capable of improving upon the 
Ancients of his Profession in the 
Imagery of Ever-greens. My Corre
spondent is arrived to such Perfec
tion, that he cuts Family Pieces of 
Men, Women or Children. Any 
Ladies that please may have their 
own Effigies in Myrtle, or their 
Husbands in Hornbeam. He is a 
Puritan Wag, and never fail s, when 
he shows his Garden, to repeat that 
Passage in the Psalms, Thy Wife shall 
be as the fruitful Vine, and thy 
Children as Olive Branches round 
thy Table. I shall proceed to his 
Catalogue, as he sent it for my 
Recommendation. 

Adam and Eve in Yew; Adam a little 
shatter'd by the fail of the Tree of 
Knowledge in the great Storm; Eve 
and the Serpent very flourishing . 

The Tower of Babel, not yet finished . 
St. George in Box; his Arm scarce long 

enough, but will be in a Condition to 
stick the Dragon by next April. 

A green Dragon of the same, with a 
Tail of Ground Ivy for the present. 

N.B. These two not to be Sold sepa
rately ... 

A Queen Elizabeth in Phylyraea. a little 
inclining to the Green Sickness, but 
of full growth. 

Another Queen Elizabeth in Myrtle, 
which was very forward, but 
Miscarried by being too near a 
Savine. 

An old Maid of Honour in Wormwood 
A topping Ben Johnson in Lawrel. 
Divers eminent Modern Poets in Bays, 

somewhat blighted, to be disposed of 
a Pennyworth. 

A Quick-set Hog shot up into a 
Porcupine, by its being forgot a 
Week in rainy Weather. 

A Lavender Pigg with Sage growing in 
his Belly .. . 

A Pair of Maidenheads in Firr, in great 
forwardness ... 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

August 28, 200 1 ~~-----:-~--~-=~--.., 
Dear Decca: 

Enclosed please find two photos I 
took of a boxwood tree discovered by 
Aubrey Zaffuto about three years 
ago. It is located about the middle of 
New Jersey. 

It has three trunks, one about 10" 
in diameter, and the other two, about 
8". Judging from size of the umbrella 
(8') , it is about 20' high. 

It appears that at some point it 
may have been topped. 

Thanks, 

C. L. Hoffman (ABS Director) 

{Form indicates this may be B. 
sempervirens 'Pendula '. -Ed.] 
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September 1, 200 1 
Chairman, Bulletin Committee: 

I was so pleased to see July's report by 
Mr. Butler on our old place and on the 
Mellons' next door. A pleasant surprise 
was seeing the Heronwood name restored. 
I have the New York Times photos of my 
father, Admiral Phillips, in the card 
garden; too bad it's gone. The statuary 
appears to be original, but the arbor on p. 
10 must have been rebuilt; forty Virgillia 
winters would have destroyed it by now. 

The present owner, Mr. Smith, 
kindly allowed my family to see the 
estate on our mandatory children's trip 
to the capital 15 years ago. And I had 
become acquainted with his late 
predecessor, Mr. Jack Kent Cooke. 

Samuel R. Phillips 
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NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

Minutes of Fall Board Meeting 

The fall meeting of the Governing 
Board of The American Boxwood 
Society was held on Tuesday, 
October 9,2001, at the Western 
Sizzlin in Waynesboro, Virginia. In 
attendance were: Thomas Saunders, 
President; Sigrid Harriman, Secre
tary ; Lynn Batdorf, Registrar; and the 
following Directors: John Boyd III, 
Decca Frackelton, Dr. Henry 
Frierson, Dr. Maury Hanson, Clifford 
Hoffman, Dr. Gary Richardson, Jim 
W. Saunders, and Clyde Weber. 

Absent were Vice President 
Charles Fooks; Executive Treasurer 
Katherine Ward; Director Walter 
Carell, Jr.; and Director ex-officio 
Michael Bowers. 

President Tom Saunders wel
comed all attendees at I :00 p.m. after 
lunch at the Western Sizzlin in 
Waynesboro, Va. The minutes of the 
Governing Board's Spring Meeting, 
held at BIandy Experimental Farm, 
Boyce, Va. , were approved as 
published in The Boxwood Bulletin 
Vol. 41, No.1, p. 22-23. 

Treasurer's Report: There was 
no report because Katherine Ward 
was unable to attend due to a family 
emergency. However, the dues for 
ABS membership will increase for 
the year 2002-03. Reminders to this 
effect will be in the spring issue of 
The Boxwood Bulletin. Regular 
membership will increase to $35.00; 
family to $50.00; contributing 
member to $75.00 and sustaining 
member to $100.00. This is the first 
increase in dues in many years. 

Registrar's Report: Mr. Batdorf 
reported that the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society's Gold Medal 
Plant Award was given the second 
time in five years to a boxwood 
cultivar, 'Green Velvet' in 1997 and 
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'Vardar Valley ' for 2002. This is 
quite remarkable in view of the fact 
that about 58 different woody plants 
are chosen for consideration as the 
one outstanding plant of the year. 

His second report covered the 
progress on the Illustrated Encyclope
dia of Boxwood. The finished book will 
have about 430 textual pages and 340 
illustrations. It will be published in an 8 
112 by II " format. There will be one 
more critical review of the contents 
before the manuscript can be sent to 
Editor John McCarthy. Mr. Batdorf 
placed some of the photographs on two 
tables for the Board to view. 

The Boxwood Bulletin and 
Membership: Mrs. Frackelton 
reported ABS regular membership of 
511 at present. She also keeps a 
deleted membership list in case a 
former member decides to renew his 
or her membership. All in all the 
membership level has been fairly 
stable during the last five years. 

Her second report covered the 
contributions to The Bulletin. She 
reported good responses from new 
board members regarding contribut
ing articles for forthcoming issues. 

Boxwood Memorial Garden: Mrs. 
Harriman reported for Mrs. Butler 
who could not attend that there was a 
proposal to donate to the Foundation 
of the State Arboretum a sundial in 
memory of "Swede" Larson which 
the donor would like in the ABS 
Memorial Garden. A suggestion was 
made that the area of the Graham 
BIandy parterre would be a suitable 
location. 

Research Committee Report: 
Dr. Frierson reported briefly on his 
second boxwood hunting expedition 
last May to Mexico. He had discov
ered only some of the 100 indigenous 

boxwood species. He is eager to go 
back and find more. Dr. Frierson' s 
second report was on the 15-page 
ABS web site. The new site links to 
Blandy, the National Arboretum, and 
the European Boxwood and Topiary 
Society. ABS-related information is 
updated and Jeff Miller, the "web 
master," reported about 50 web site 
inquiries as well as orders for publi
cations (Handbook). 

This opened discussions concern
ing a computer with E-mail connec
tion for ABS. Where should it be 
located, training needs, etc. 

Dr. Frierson mentioned briefly two 
boxwood related studies; One 
conducted at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University where 
no new data has been received. The 
other, the DNA study, conducted 
under Dr. Kohler's guidance in Berlin 
seems to be nearing completion and 
ABS can expect an article for The 
Bulletin in the near future . 

New Business 
Mr. Boyd mentioned he had heard 

of some incorrect information on 
boxwood being disseminated by the 
Master Gardeners, the VPI&SU 
program. Jim Saunders will look into 
this situation by obtaining the proper 
section of the Handbook and making 
sure that the information will be 
updated, 

Mr. Boyd also urged members to 
contribute unusual boxwood cultivars 
to next year's annual meeting auction . 
Unusual plants tend to bring a higher 
price than known cultivars. 

Year 2002 Annual ABS Meet
ing: Dale Taylor, an ABS member 
from New Jersey and former presi
dent of ABS, chairing the 2002 
Annual Meeting, has already prepared 
an outline for a May 16-18 meeting to 
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be held in New Jersey ; Longwood 
Gardens with lectures on site as well 
as the Morris Arboretum will be on 
the agenda. Clyde Weber will donate 
'Green Mountain' plants for all 
attendees. 

Year 2003 Annual ABS Meet
ing: Because of Mr. Fooks' absence, 
nothing was reported on that meeting 
It will be held on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland, in the ChestertownlEaston 
region. 

Honorary Life Member: A letter 
was circulated prior to the meeting 
with the suggestion that Katherine 
Ward, longtime treasurer, be made an 
honorary life member. This was voted 
upon and unanimously approved. 
Mrs. Ward has been Treasurer since 
1981 with only one hiatus. 

Spring Board of Directors 
Meeting: The Spring Board of 
Directors meeting will be held on 
Thursday, February 14, 2002 at the 
home of Decca Frackelton in 
Fredericksburg, Va. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
3:00p.m. 

Sigrid Georgii Harriman 
Secretary 
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In Memoriam 

Mrs. Brent Remsberg 
Member since 1981 

Mrs. Joel Lund 
Life Member since 1979 

New Life Members 

W. Edward Goode, Jr. 
Richmond. Va. 

Bradley M. Anderson 
Southold. N. Y. 

List of Registrants 

41 st Annual Meeting of The American Boxwood Society 
May 17-19,2001 : 

Mrs. Jeanne Baden, Bunker Hill , WV 
Mr. Lynn R Batdorf, US National Arboretum 
Ms. Rilla Bates, Boone, NC 
Mr. John W. Boyd Ill, Roanoke, V A 
Mrs. Elizabeth Braimbridge, London, England. 
Mr. & Mrs. Scot Butler, Winchester, V A 
Mrs. George Burton, Berryville, VA 
Mr. & Mrs. Walter S. Carell, Jr., Millington, NJ 
Mrs. Kathryn Chamberlin, Purcellville, V A 
Mr. Raymond Farthing, Vilas, NC 
Mr. & Mrs. Charles T. Fooks, Jr., Salisbury, MD 
Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton, Fredericksburg, V A 
Dr. and Mrs. Henry Frierson, Charlottesville, VA 
Miss Ellen Frierson, Charlottesville, V A 
Dr. & Mrs. Lewis Gaskin, Laurel Springs, NC 
Mr. Edward Goode, Richmond, V A 
Mr. & Mrs. K. Lee Hahn, Califon, NJ 
Dr. Maury Hanson, Madison, V A 
Mr. & Mrs Robert Harriman, Fredericksburg, V A 
Mr. Clifford Hoffman, Flemington, NJ 
Mrs. Daniel Hoffman, Memphis, TN 
Dr. & Mrs. Edward Kelly, Baltimore, MD 
Dr. Egon Kohler, Berlin. Germany 
Mr. William Moseley, Dilwyn, VA 
Mr. & Mrs. Maurice Murray, Mt. Vernon, IN 
Ms. Gretchen Niedermayer, Greenwich, NJ 
Mr. Lowery Saunders, Manassas, VA 
Mr. Jim W. Saunders, Piney River, V A 
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Saunders, Piney River, V A 
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Saunders, Piney River, V A 
Mr. & Mrs. George Schumacher, Turlock, CA 
Dr. Stephen Southall, Lynchburg, V A 
Mr. McHenry Stiff, Round Hill , V A 
Mrs. J. Ward Walker, Del Rio, TN 
Mr. Patrick Walker, New London, CT 
Mrs. Katherine D. Ward, Winchester, VA 
Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Weber, Bentleyville, PA 
Mr. & Mrs. George Wislar, Princeton, NJ 

Dr. Michael Bowers, Director of Blandy Experimental Farm 
Dr. Bonnie Appleton, Speaker 
Ms. Catherine Campbell, Speaker 
Ms. Sheri Musselwhite, Speaker 
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Two New Directors 

Maury Hanson 

Maury Hanson is a retired neuro
surgeon whose Virginia family felt 
that a garden was not a garden and a 
house not a home without boxwood. 
So for him the appearance, the feel 
and the fragrance of boxwood have 
always been part of the comfort of 
home and family. He now gardens in 
Madison County, Virginia. 

His interests, in addition to 
boxwood, include environmental 
protection and historic and land 
preservation; he serves on the boards 
of the Madison County Historical 
Society, the Thomas Jefferson Branch 
of the Association for the Preserva
tion of Virginia Antiquities, and the 
Blue Ridge Foothills Conservancy. 
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Clifford L. (Les) Hoffman 

"Born in central western New 
Jersey in 1922, I spent most of my 
childhood on and around farms. This 
is where I believe my love for the 
land emerged. The Rittenhouse side 
of my family came to the United 
States in the early 1600s and gained 
fame through David Rittenhouse 
(Rittenhouse Square in Philadelphia), 
an astronomer. Other than David, 
many of these ancestors were farm
ers. I guess you can say horticulture is 
in my blood. 

"After an extensive United States 
Army tour of Europe during World 
War II, I returned to New Jersey and 
worked in the agriculture field for 15 
years including several years of 
farming. In the late' 50s, I began 
working for Hercules Powder Com
pany developing rocket and missile 
casings. After working my way into 
management, I left Hercules and 
accepted a position as the first 
Director of Buildings and Grounds in 
Hunterdon County, New Jersey. I 
worked in this position from 1972 

until my retirement in 1986. 
"I have been propagating box

wood cultivars for fifty years and 
retirement has provided more time to 
enjoy one of my favorite hobbies. I 
am also an avid gardener and wood 
worker. 

In 1991 , I became a member of the 
ABS. The society has allowed me to 
forge many special relationships and 
provided an endless source of 
information. Most of all, it has 
introduced me to people who share 
my passion for boxwood. 

"Currently, I am President of the 
Board of Trustees of Holcombe
Jimison Farmstead Museum in 
Lambertville, NJ. The museum is 
dedicated to the long and rich heri
tage of farming in New Jersey. 

"I have been married to my wife, 
Ann, for 58 years. My grandfather 
built our home in Flemington, NJ, in 
1896. We have four children (Shirley, 
Keith, Duffy and Kevin) and five 
grandchildren (Tate, Reid, Troy, 
Bekah and Madelyn)." 
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OFFICERS 
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Mr. Thomas Saunders 
2498 Tye Brook Highway 
Piney River, VA 22964 
Office: (434) 277-5455 
E-mail: tom@saundersbrothers.com 

First Vice-President: 
Mr. Charles T. Fooks 
31106 Johnson Road 
Salisbury, MD 21804 
(410) 749-5075 

Second Vice-President: 
Dr. Henry F. Frierson, Jr. 
602 Lyons Court 
CharlottesviIIe, VA 22902-4312 
Home: (434) 971 -2033 
E-mail : hff@virginia.edu 

Secretary: 
Mrs. Sigrid G. Harriman 
1730 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401-5209 
Home: (540) 372-6991 
E-mail: rsharriman@earthlink.net 

Executive Treasurer: 
Mrs. Katherine D. Ward 
P.O. Box 85 
Boyce, VA 22620-0085 
(540) 667-4942 

Registrar: 
Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
U.S. National Arboretum 
3501 New York Ave. NE 
Washington, DC 20002-1958 
Office: (202) 245-5965 
FAX: (202) 245-4575 
E-mail: batdorfl@ars.usda.gov 

Editor, The Boxwood Bulletin: 
Mr. John S. McCarthy 
440 E. Lockwood #302 
St. Louis, MO 63119 
Home: (314) 962-3458 

Director, Ex-Officio: 
Dr. Michael Bowers 
400 Blandy Farm Road 
Boyce, VA 22620 
Office: (540) 837-1758 

DIRECTORS 

Mr. John W. Boyd III 
2612 Churchill Drive 
Roanoke, VA 24012-2126 
(540) 362-0064 
E-mail : boxwoodl@bellatlantic.net 

Mr. Walter S. Carell, Jr. 
47 Old MiII Rd. 
Millington, NJ 07946-1420 
(908) 647-5499 

Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
1714 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg, VA 22401-5209 
(540) 373-7975 

Dr. Maury Hanson 
P.O. Box 943 
Madison, V A 22727 
(540) 948-3875 
E-mail : maurywood@ao1.com 

Mr. Clifford L. Hoffman 
56 Bonnell St. 
Flemington, NJ 08822-1306 
(908)782-8866 

Dr. Gary Richardson 
2 Southgate Avenue 
Annapolis, MD 21401 
(410) 263-8632 
E-mail: grichmdret@aol.com 

Mr. James W. Saunders 
2508 Tye Brook Highway 
Piney River, V A 22964 
Office: (434) 277-5030 
E-mail : jim@saundersbrothers.com 

Mr. Clyde Weber 
281 Sumney Road 
Bentleyville, PA 15314 
Home: (724) 258-8671 

(A corrected list a/Officers and Directors. 
superseding that in the July issue.) 
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