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Thirty Years of Boxwood Observations 
Harrison Symmes 

In 1971 the late John Baldwin 
invited me to Williamsburg, Virginia, 
to take cuttings from his "Henry 
Hohman Collection" in a small 
nursery area he had established 
behind the Wren and Phi Beta Kappa 
buildings on the William and Mary 
campus. I returned to my home in 
Alexandria with bags of cuttings not 
only from that collection but also 
from various B. sempervirens cuIti
vars on the campus that he com
mended (fortunately including 
'Pyramidalis', which was one of his 
favorite cuItivars.) With the luck of 
the amateur enthusiast and good 
advice from Dr. Baldwin, I had great 
success in rooting those cuttings and 
over the next few years had to 
establish a small nursery in my 
backyard to take care of that harvest 
and other cuttings that I had collected 
from many other locations. By the 
late 1970s some of these plants had 
been replanted at Dry Pond Fann, our 
home near Upperville, Virginia, and 
by 1984 all of those for which I had 
not found homes with various friends 
had been moved to their present 
locations at Dry Pond. In the past 
thirty years of living with and tending 
my collection of boxwoods, I have 
had a firsthand opportunity to observe 
their individual characteristics and in 
this article would like to share some 
observations about them. 

I will start with B. sinica var. 
insularis 'Justin Brouwers' which Dr. 
Baldwin had designated as 
"Brouwers' Seedling No.1," or the 
"Cat's Grave Seedling." He and a few 
other boxwood enthusiasts in the 
Williamsburg area thought it an 
exceptionally fine plant, and I soon 
shared their high regard for it, later 
writing an article on it for the Bulle
tin. I passed on 'Justin Brouwers' that 
I had rooted to Tom Ewert for the 
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At Dry Pond a pair of 'Justin Brouwers' at the entrance and 'Compacta' 
lining the walk. (Photos: Harrison Symmes) 

Blandy boxwood collection and to the 
National Arboretum as well as to a 
number of friends. Today two of 
those 1971 cuttings are at the front 
door of our house (see above), and I 
would guess that they are among the 
oldest and largest "in captivity." The 
yardstick gives some idea of their 
size. 

The late "Swede" Larson had 
greatly admired 'Justin Brouwers' 
and his praises were instrumental in 
getting it registered as a cultivar and 
helping to promote its use by box
wood lovers. However, I think the 
plant's current popularity and increas
ing use is largely the result of its 
commercial propagation and promo
tion by Paul Saunders who was quick 
to appreciate its exceptional merits 
and who agreed with "Swede" and 
me that 'Justin Brouwers ' might be 
far more tractable than B. 
sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' in similar 

garden and landscape situations. On 
two occasions in the nineties Paul had 
several hundred cuttings taken from 
the two plants shown in this article , 
and they were the basis of his com
mercial stocks. 

Quite clearly 'Justin Brouwers' 
makes a fine specimen plant in the 

ABS Annual Meeting 
May 15-17, 2003 
Eastern Shore of 
Maryland 

This will be a great experi
ence. Make your plans now. See 
Minutes of Fall Board Meeting, 
page 63, for more information. 
Registration and details will be 
in the April issue. 
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right location . Ideally, however, I 
would prefer to see them planted in a 
si tuation in which they would have 
360-degree exposure and viewing. In 
fac t, as my experience has grown 
with boxwood and other ornamental 
evergreens, I have become strongly 
opposed to their use as "foundation" 
plantings. Close proximity to build
ings not only poses cultural risks 
(improper drainage, incorrect expo
sure, "cramped" growth quarters, etc.) 
for the plant but also obscures 
architectural lines of structures and 
poses drainage and other problems for 
the buildings themselves. But that is 
another subject, and I fear my views 
will not be heeded by landscapers and 
homeowners looking for instant 
gratification by following traditional , 
stereotyped landscaping concepts. 

The two 'Justin Brouwers' 
illustrated in this article are on the 
north side of the house and obviously 
get a fair amount of shade. They have 
never had any interior buildup of 
debris in the manner so typical of 
'Suffruticosa' and rarely have shown 
any winter damage from sun or snow 
and ice. I keep a light hardwood 
mulch on them, some years add some 
dolomitic limestone, and in the spring 
give them a spraying of liquid kelp. I 
am told by other growers that 'Justin 
Brouwers' is quite subject to leaf 
miners. Until 2000 I had always 
included the 'Justin Brouwers' in my 
spring sprayings of horticultural oil to 
combat miners on the B. 
sempervirens and other boxwood. In 
late 2001 I found some evidence of 
leaf miners and shall, of course, 
resume the spring oil sprayings. 

Having in mind the attractive 
parterre of 'Morris Dwarf (it might 
have been 'Morris Midget' ) that the 
late Henry Skinner created at his 
home in Maryland, I decided to try 
'Justin Brouwers' in a similar fashion 
in my little Octagon Garden shown in 
another illustration in this article. The 
plants I used were of varying ages, 
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'Graham Blandy' accents the points of the Octagon Sundial Sunken Garden 
with hedging of 'Justin Brouwers·. herbs and Daphne Odorafor color and 
contrast. 

Comus mas in center of boxwood cross with bench at the far end and 'John 
Baldwin' at each end. 

and so the edging is not yet (as of late 
2(02) uniform. The Octagon is in full 
sun. The plants get slight winter 
damage, and I therefore believe full 
sun, as with most of the oriental 

boxwood cultivars, is best avoided. 
'Justin Brouwers' so far seems to 
tolerate well the limited amount of 
shearing that I have given these plants 
to try to promote a uniform height 
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and width. Certainly it is much 
preferable to 'Suffruticosa' as an 
edging plant, but I now believe that 
the two Morris cultivars are better 
candidates for such landscaping 
situations. I hasten to add, however, 
that the Morrises also should not be 
placed in full sun locations. (The two 
Morrises are Buxus microphylla var. 
japonica 'Morris Dwarf and 'Morris 
Midget'.) 

Kingsville Dwarf (B. microphylla 
'Compacta') was among the cuttings 
Dr. Baldwin gave me, and plants 
from the 1971 cuttings I took can be 
seen along the entry way leading up 
to the two 'Justin Brouwers' in the 
illustration on page 47. These plants 
get a bit more sun in the course of the 
winter than the 'Justin Brouwers', 
and there is noticeable winter damage 
which disappears as spring proceeds 
into summer. These plants have never 
been pruned or sheared, and their 
rounded shape is natural. I find that 
like so many of the other oriental 
seedlings they tend to "sport" or 
produce chimeras in what seem to me 
to be reversions to the seed-producing 
parents. Kingsville Dwarf has 
justified its reputation as an attractive 
edger over many decades, and I 
believe it has no equal when used as a 
low edging plant or as a rock garden 
specimen, if kept out of the full sun. 

The plant now registered as 'John 
Baldwin' had the undistinguished 
designation of "Microphylla Seed
ling" when Dr. Baldwin gave me the 
1971 cuttings. His admiration for it 
was well known. As seen in an 
illustration from my boxwood 
plantings, I have used it at two 
comers of an extensive boxwood 
planting in the shape of a cross. The 
large shrub in the center of the 
"cross" is a Cornelian cherry (Comus 
mas), which of course produces its 
yellow flowers early in the spring 
against the backdrop of the boxwood 
walls. In planting the "cross" I tried 
to match cultivars along each arm and 
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, 
B. sempervirens 'Pyramidalis Hardwickensis' at the entrance with a large 
'Vardar Valley' on the left and three 'Morris Dwarf' in the foreground with 
'Suffruticosa' behind on the right side. 

Boxwood plantings along lane act as a backdrop to daffodils and daylilies. 

at each comer, sometimes not 
successfully, in the hope of obtaining 
an effect of undulating green from the 
varied leaf colors and shapes and the 
dimensions of the individual plants as 

they grew together. I was too ambi
tious, and I also believe that many of 
the cultivars (including' John 
Baldwin') have thereby been used in 
a way that obscures and compromises 
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their individual beauty. Again, 
specimen plantings best display 
individual plant traits . 

At other corners of the "cross" I 
planted B. sempervirens 'Pyramidalis 
Hardwickensis', and I also placed two 
at the entrance to a terrace on the 
southeastern side of our house. In the 
illustration on page 49, the latter two 
can be seen next to an immense 
'Vardar Valley' with some 'Suf
fruticosa' and Morrises on the other 
side and in the foreground. Two 
decades ago I would have had 
'Graham Blandy' near the top of my 
list of favorite cultivars, but it has 
been displaced by 'Pyramidalis 
Hardwickensis' as a plant with more 
use possibilities and perhaps more 
individual beauty. I learned from 
Swede Larson that if it were given an 
occasional light pruning its twigs and 
branches would be resistant to ice and 
snow damage. I have found that 
'Graham Blandy', although reputedly 
not subject to snow and ice breakage, 
does sustain damage, particularly 
after a vigorous growth season. In the 
case of both of these cultivars, it is 
easy to wind some sisal cord around 
them inconspicuously to prevent 
damage and not offend the eye. I now 
wish I had planted at least one of my 
'Pyramidalis Hardwickensis' as a 
specimen. 

The 'Vardar Valley' referred to 
above is also of the 1971 vintage and, 
as the illustration demonstrates, must 
be one of the largest "in captivity." 
But I wish it were less "captive." I 
would prefer it in a site in which I 
could view it from all sides, not 
worrying about its merging into the 
other boxwood at its sides or hemmed 
in by the wall of the terrace behind it. 
I cannot extol this plant enough. What 
a wonderful gift Dr. Anderson made 
to the boxwood confraternity! But, 
again, it deserves treatment as a 
specimen plant. The 'Vardar Valley' 
plant illustrated is one of my most 
profuse B. sempervirens bloomers. In 
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late March and early April it is 
covered with bees, including honey
bees from the hives in my orchard, 
seeking nectar from the boxwood 
blooms and water from a nearby 
birdbath. And the White Crowned 
and White Throated Sparrows find it 
a unique late winter and spring 
refuge. Yes, I place 'Vardar Valley' 
at the top of my list-at least this 
spring!! 

As may be seen in the illustrations, 
I have others of the 1971 Henry 
Hohman cuttings set out on our 
property. I am sorry to say that over 
the years I have lost my enthusiasm 
for some of them. I do not like the 
growth habit of B. microphylla 'Curly 
Locks' and see little use for it except 
as a specimen curiosity. 'Helen 
Whiting' is much more likable. Three 
1971 cuttings of the latter, shown 
along my terrace wall near the 
'Vardar Valley' have long since used 
up their allotted space and being in 
full sun get a fair amount of winter 
scald. 'Grace Hendrick Phillips', in 
my view, is the most dignified of the 
Hohman cultivars, but for some 
reason I never have had it. I think all 
three of these Hohman cultivars 
should be used as specimen plants 
and never crowded into a "foundation 
planting". 

For windbreaks and garden 
enclosures, the various B. semper
virens cultivars can become a valu
able adjunct to a large garden area, 
and I find them much more exposure 
tolerant than most of the Orientals. I 
like the idea of intermixing cultivars 
so as to get a variation in leaf color 
and plant size instead of a uniform 
hedge type monochrome As a 
"collector" for more than four 
decades of cuttings and seedlings 
from all over Virginia, western North 
Carolina, and parts of Pennsylvania, I 
amassed quite a variety of cultivars 
for which I had to find homes. The 
windbreak along my entry lane is 
actually a line of some of those plants 

collected over the years. I have 
records of which is which. For 
example, one is a cutting of a mature 
B. sempervirens plant collected at the 
home of Carl Sandburg in Flat Rock, 
North Carolina, and it is now three 
decades old. Several are from cuttings 
I took from boxwoods around the 
Capitol in Washington in the early 
1970s. As they age, they display traits 
to be remarked for future reference, 
and beneath them grow countless 
seedlings. I dream sometimes of 
having enough time to make a 
selection from those seedlings to find 
more new cultivars to add to the 
register of Buxus. 

Some of the "orientals" also make 
fast-growing windbreaks, and I set 
out two such windbreaks from plants 
that John Baldwin called Buxus 
sinica, but which do not seem to be 
included in any of the registration 
lists or taxonomic designations that I 
have at hand. These windbreaks of B. 
sinica produced from cuttings 
obtained from Dr. Baldwin in 1971 
bloom profusely but seem to produce 
fewer seedlings than some of the B. 
sempervirens. Their leaves are larger 
and lighter green than most of the B. 
sempervirens cultivars, and they seem 
to bear wind and full sun exposure 
without ill effects. 

An illustration of the "boxwood 
cross" I produced from various 
cuttings I had collected over the years 
does not do justice to the peace and 
serenity of the three garden "rooms" 
resulting from the cross plantings. 
And as I said earlier some unique 
individual cultivars used to form the 
"cross" have lost their identity as a 
result. The point of these comments is 
that one must think from the begin
ning about the future of the plants and 
consciously decide if the benefits are 
worth the costs to the individual 
plants. Since I can well remember 
when I took the cuttings of those 
individual plants and the devoted 
nurture I provided them, I have some 
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regrets that they are now crowded and 
have lost some of their individuality. 

Among the B. sempervirens plants 
are some that I have named "Lee/ 
Washington Seedlings." They were 
grown from seedlings produced by 
one of the surviving boxwood that 
were sent in the 1780s to George 
Washington at Mount Vernon from 
his friend "Light Horse Harry" Lee in 
Stratford. For some reason I never 
understood, this particular "survivor" 
had been moved from its original 
location on the side of the Bowling 
Green to an area outside of the 
exhibition area called "the cutting 
garden." In the mid-1970s when I was 
Resident Director at Mount Vernon, I 
used to pass this venerable plant 
when walking from my residence to 
the office. It had obviously suffered 
over the years (which may explain 
why it had been moved from its 
original location), and although still 
quite tall and wide it had noticeable 
structural gaps and no longer had a 
distinctive growth habit. Its current 

growth seemed to be of a pendulous 
character like the surviving one still 
located in the south serpentine area. 
It was extremely floriferous , and its 
seedlings were like a ground cover 
under the "mother" plant. I decided 
to rescue some of them, and within a 
couple of years I had a little nursery 
in which the seedlings had begun to 
assume a definite growth form. By 
the time I moved to Dry Pond Farm I 
had quite a number of "Lee/Washing
ton Seedlings" that seemed to have 
uniform characteristics in leaf color 
and shape, growth habit and shape, 
and pace of growth. Several of them 
now have places in my garden 
"cross" and in a windbreak north of 
the "cross." 

The various cultivars in the 
"cross" and in the windbreak 
plantings produce a heady fragrance 
when in spring bloom and attract 
several kinds of bees. Catbirds and 
desirable species of sparrows love 
them as nest sites. Beneath many of 
the plants there are hosts of seedlings 

that could provide plant material for a 
potentially fascinating experiment in 
identifying new cultivars from the 
cross-pollination that is obviously 
taking place. In the summer of 200 I I 
discovered some healthy seedlings 
under three 'Vardar Valley ' plants at 
the foot of some Foster hollies. The 
leaves of the seedlings definitely 
resembled those of 'Vardar Valley' , 
and I could not resist transplanting 
them to a site where I shall be able to 
observe their further development. So 
far their growth habit is not latitudinal 
at all, but then before being trans
planted they were growing in 
cramped and shaded conditions. Time 
will tell if they have "come true" 
from seed; that, however, might take 
another thirty years of observation!! 

But then as the adage says: one 
does not own boxwood; one just lives 
with it for a while. 

Mr. Symmes is a Life Member of the 
ABS, andformerly served as a 
Director and as Secretary. 

A Boxwood Grower's Experience with Five Hardy 
Types in Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Clyde A. Weber 

It has been more than thirty years 
since I made my first planting of 
boxwood. At that time I was unaware 
of the many species and countless 
types of each specie of boxwood. My 
early plantings of Buxus sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa' were doomed to 
failure . For several years I gave up 
growing boxwood, until I became 
aware of a hardy plant with little 
green leaves, which I obtained under 
the name Korean Little Leaf Box
wood. A few years later I discovered 
a type which I purchased as Buxus 
microphylla 'Large Leaf . It certainly 
seemed a contradiction to me to be 
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saying B. microphylla, meaning little 
leaf, and then calling it the large leaf 
type. Needless to say I started 
growing boxwood again in my 
nursery, this time with a good deal of 
success. These two plants, I believe. 
are now known as Buxus sinica var. 
insularis, and Buxus microphylla var. 
japonica 'Winter Gem'. The former 
has small grey-green non-glossy 
leaves, while 'Winter Gem' has 
larger, glossy dark green leaves. I 
finally had some boxwood grow 
successfully in my nursery, but 
boxwood at that time was still little 
known by do-it-yourself home 

landscapers. It took the increasing 
deer population and their resulting 
damage to vegetable gardens and 
landscape plants to bring boxwood to 
a moderate degree of popularity in 
this area. 

Inspired by my degree of success 
with these two hardy cultivars, I next 
became aware of the very slow 
growing dwarf. Buxus microphylla 
'Compacta' , which I purchased as 
Kingsville Dwarf. Again, my early 
experience with a new plant type was 
somewhat dismal, and it took me 
several years to learn that ~ Com

pacta' , given the proper cultural 
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In the center o/the photo the three boxwood to the left are "Kingsville 
Boxwood. " (Photos: Clyde Weber) 

Sara and "Kingsville Boxwood" in the/all 0/2001. 

condi tions, is hardy in this area. A 
dozen or more plants have thrived 
over the years in the front yard of our 
old farmhouse. They have an eastern 
exposure, and are protected from the 
west winds by the house and compan
ion plants, as well as being understory 
plants to an ancient Norway Spruce, 
and a mature pink Dogwood. Once I 
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learned the cultural requirements of 
'Compacta', I had expanded my 
collection to three types of boxwood. 

Early on when I wanted to in
crease my supply of Buxus 
microphylla 'Compacta' , I found a 
grower who supplied me with 
'Kingsville ' boxwood which I 
mistakenly thought was 'Compacta' 

Within a year or two I discovered that 
I had another cultivar to add to my 
boxwood experience. I was fi nally 
learning, and this 'Kingsville ' type 
became a good learning experience. 
Over time it has performed very well 
in all but the most adverse conditions 
of exposure and drainage. Under open 
field conditions it survives but 
sometimes shows severe winter 
discoloration. Under normal land
scape conditions this 'Kingsville ' 
type gives an excellent performance. 
My 20-year-old plants are 30"-36" 
inches in diameter and 16" in height. 

P. D. Larson, (Boxwood, Its 
History, Cultivation, Propagation and 
Descriptions. 1996 ) describes Buxus 
microphylla 'Kingsville ' as being a 
slow growing, mounded and loose 
plant, of upright form . My 
'Kingsville ' type is a slow growing, 
broad mounded plant, but it is not 
upright. This disparity is possibly due 
to the loss of Henry Hohman' s 
(Kingsville Nursery) numerical 
designations and the resulting 
numerous 'Kingsville' cultivars. My 
observations also indicate that 
'Kingsville ' with minimum protection 
is very resistant to winter discolora
tion. 

The next type of boxwood to creep 
into my life was 'Joe Gable'. It was 
supplied by a nurseryman in the 
western Great Lakes region and it has 
proven to be as hardy a plant in this 
area as could be desired. I have had at 
least a few of these plants on my 
property since the mid-eighties with 
no problems experienced. I don ' t 
remember if this cultivar, Buxus 
sempervirens 'Joe Gable' , discolored 
or bronzed in my early years of 
growing it, but I do know that it has 
not discolored or bronzed in the time 
period of 1997 to the present with 
minimum low temperatures of minus 
5 to minus 10 degrees F. 

P. D. Larson states that 'Joe 
Gable' is a pyramidal, open, loose 
boxwood. My plants are more pillar-
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like than pyramidal. I emphatically 
agree with Larson that this cultivar 
holds its color in very cold weather. 

A brief description of the climate 
and weather conditions is appropriate 
at this time. This area of southwestern 
Pennsylvania is in Zone 6 on the 
USDA hardiness map, with the 
average minimum low temperatures 
being in the minus 10 to 0 degrees F. 
range. This has been our recent 
experience; however, previous to 
1997 the low temperatures were 
occasionally much lower. Several 
years the lows were in the minus 10 
to minus 23 degree range, and one 
year I recorded minus 27 degrees F. 
This is not surprising as this Zone 6 
area in southwestern Pennsylvania is 
only about several counties in size, 
with Zone 5 conditions to the north 
and also in the mountain ridges only 
20 miles to the east. No antidessicant 
or artificial barrier. protection have 
ever been used in these boxwood 
plantings. 

Summers have exhibited periods 
of hot, dry spells, with temperatures 
sometimes in the 90 to 97 degree 
range. The five cultivars of boxwood 
covered in this article have all 
survived these conditions with the 
exception of some of the 'Compacta' , 
which were planted in exposed 
locations. 

These five cultivars of boxwood 
became the foundation for my current 
assortment of 260 plants representing 
25 types and hybrids. It has been a 
slow but exciting learning process. It 
was a learning process which later 
speeded up once my wife and I 
became ABS members and shared in 
the collective knowledge and experi

The two larger boxwood are B. sempervirens 'Joe Gable' at about 11 years. 
The smaller are Kingsville boxwood. 

ence of the wonderful members of the February 2001: Apprentice nurseryman Steve Mayak poses with a 'Joe Gable ' 
organization. in the background. 

It is my desire that this collection 
be added to and preserved as a 
memorial garden to my late wife, 
Janet R. Weber, who supported and 
worked with me in my boxwood 
activities. I treasure the memory of 
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Janet and her comment when she 
said, "Clyde, there is nothing that I 
would rather do than work with you 
in growing our plants." Yes, my 
boxwood growing is a learning 

experience with plants as well as with 
people. 

Mr. Weber is First Vice-President of 
the ABS. 
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A Souvenir from the Past 
Reprint of a 1924 Boxwood Guidebook 

Published by Canterbury Nurseries, Easton, Maryland 

~ ]little 1Sook 
IN WHICH 

IS TOLD OF 

JjoxltJoob 

CANTERBURY NURSERIES 

Easton, Maryland 

"Many do not know that there are 
several varieties of box; many do not 
know that some varieties grow very 
rapidly; others are not aware of its 
unique value. We present the following 
in the hope that it may dispel the clouds 
of misapprehension. " 

Note: Reprinted with permission. Original spellings and 
nomenclature have been retained. -Ed. 
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BOXWOOD 
.t:.Jng NOTED both in SONG and STOR Y 

HE BOXWOOD from earliest 
times has been one of the 
dominant notes in English 
gardens. Much has been 
written of its odor. The 
romanticist likes much to 
bring it into his love scenes. 

E And justly may he do so. It 
has not the flaunting perfume of the rose or violet. It is a 
thing of extreme delicacy. And Will-O-the-Wisp-like it is 
here one minute, and gone the next. A sensuous some
thing that steals in, and yet pervades all. 

It aids much in the giving of atmosphere; that indefin
able thing, so much sought, and yet so difficult of 
attainment in all things artistic. Without it the play is flat, 
the book dull, the landscape uninteresting. 

In early colonial times our forefathers imported 
Boxwood to plant about their raw wilderness homes in 
order to secure the old world atmosphere of the England 
they loved. And truly did it accomplish that purpose. If 
you do not believe it, walk out some moonlit summer 
night. Find a bench in one of the old Box gardens of 
Virginia or Maryland, and sit down and let your senses 
talk to you and carry you off. From the dew drenched 
bushes will steal the munnur of other days. Beruffled 
ladies, and gentlemen in elegant attire will step forth , and 
parade before you their loves and their hates. And 
romance will engulf you with its poignant delight. 

Value and eAttractiveness 

Box would seem to be one of those plants not affected 
by the mode of the minute. Today it occupies the same 
high place in landscape gardening that it did five hundred 
years ago. 

Its handsome evergreen foliage makes of it a pleasure 
in summer, a delight in winter. In fact, the dreary waste 
that is the garden in this latter season, will be completely 
transfonned by the addition of Box, and will then deserve 
its name the year around. 
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Longevity is a truly remarkable characteristic of all the 
genus. Many gardens will be found with Box thriving, 
several centuries old. And this in the face of the grossest 
neglect. It has persisted and flourished where every other 
semblance of a garden has long disappeared. It stands 
supreme, showing no trace in its noble dignity, of the 
arrogance of victory over the devastating armies of weeds, 
insects and time. The garden lover may well raise a paeon 
of thanks for the existence of such a plant! 

There are other features, too, that make it unique. It 
practically never reaches an age at which it cannot be 
successfully transplanted. Most plants grow in value only 
as they directly affect the landscape on which they are 
planted. Box, on the contrary, actually grow in value in 
that they may be sold and transplanted at any time of their 
life. There are many instances where thousands of dollars 
have been paid for good specimens for this purpose. 
Landscape men are now scouring the country for such 
plants. And, again, the cut greens have a very definite 
value. Many tons are annually used by florists for decora
tive purposes. 

Hardiness 
What are the geographical limits to this plant? A 

question difficult of answer, except in a general sort of 
way. So many factors enter into the consideration. Such as 
the extremes of heat and cold, the amount of rainfall, the 
atmospheric moisture, and the altitude. 

Boxwood is quite an adaptable plant. In this country, it 
is, perhaps, seen at its best in the Chesapeake Bay region. 
It has proved hardy as far north as Boston, and far down 
south until the heat of the subtropical districts proves too 
great. 

In a very young state, the tender branchlets are apt to 
winter-kill in northern districts. But when older, the plants 
stand zero weather with impunity. 

Uses 

Popular opinion limits the use of Box to garden edging 
and formal treatment. As a matter of fact, it may cover a 
wide scope in the planting scheme. 

A few of its many uses are here set forward. 

I-For edging gardens, walks, and all formal plantings, 
the dwarf form stands without a peer. Trimming is 
reduced to a minimum, due to its unobtrusive growth of 
from one to three inches a year. It adds neatness and finish 
to perfection. 

2-Boxwood readily adapts itself to training; and for 
that reason it has ever been the most popular plant for this 

January 2003 

purpose. Among the resultant forms may be mentioned 
the pyramidal shape; the standard or tree (a single stem of 
variable height, surmounted by a ball shaped head); the 
globe or ball, and the square form. All of these are 
indispensable in formal work of any kind, such as ter
races, entrances, etc. Privet is used somewhat to gain the 
same effects, but no confusion should arise, as the latter is 
a temporary expedient. Continual use of the pruning knife 
is necessary to keep it in shape. 

In some of the old English gardens the desire for form 
went to an extreme. Fantastic things were shaped from 
Box, such as peacocks, chairs, dogs, vases, etc. These are 
known as topiary forms. Since that time architects have 
reverted to the naturalistic effects, but in certain types of 
gardens much may be said in favor of the topiarist. In fact , 
there is a great deal of evidence to show that in England, 
there is a return to favor of this odd school. 

3-As a hedge plant Boxwood may be used freely, with 
a maximum of beauty and longevity. The faster growing 
sorts are of course preferable for this purpose. They will 
stand severe clipping, but the true plant lover will hesitate 
to carry this to an extreme. Rather will he knife in the 
straggling branches and so encourage the natural beauty 
of his subject. 

For all other landscape work, Box may be used 
wherever an evergreen is desired. For base planting, some 
of the loose growing kinds are perfect. For groups, the 
variegated foliage forms add much; and when a specimen 
is called for, use the true tree Box-it cannot be improved 
upon. And remember one thing. When Box is planted, you 
are not only planting for yourself but for posterity . It is , 
insofar as things of this world go, permanent. 

Due to its fibrous root system, Box is the best plant for 
florist use. And by that is meant all potting work; such as 
tubs, window boxes and the like. The many tiny rootlets 
feed and nourish it in places where any other plant would 
sicken and die. Its life under such trying circumstances, 
will more than average double the life of any other 
evergreen. Among the florist uses may be mentioned:
Window boxes, porch boxes, standards and pyramids in 
tubs for entrances and halls, and small potted plants for 
the table in winter time. Of these latter it may be said, that 
unlike other potted plants, they do not shrivel up in a 
week or two, but persist at least all winter and add much 
cheer. 

The clippings from Box are now indispensable to the 
florist in the make-up of various sorts of things. Kept 
moist, the attractive color of the spray is held for months. 

In this connection it might be added that those people 
who are fortunate enough to have large Box plants 
frequently use the branches for indoor decoration. 

55 



u1 description of the se'l)eral kinds 
in common cultivation 

Buxus SEMPERVlRENS, COMMON Box 
Dark green foliaged plant, it is perhaps the common

est one in use in the large cities. Prior to the war it was 
imported in huge quantities. Nearly all of the trained 
fo rms are of this kind. It is fairly fast growing and its 
habit is loose, informal when natural. Under normally 
good growing conditions it will put on about six inches 
of new growth each year. 

B. s. VAR. SUFFRUTICOSA, TRUE DWARF Box 
This plant is rather variable in appearance as one sees 

it in different parts of the country. It may be described, in 
a general sort of way, as having smallish round leaves. 
Growth inconsiderable (one to three inches per year) and 
of extreme compactness of habit. This latter feature is 
what really differentiates it from its brothers, and makes 
it of such unrivalled value for edging. It is perhaps the 
best known of all kinds, and requires the least attention. 
It remains dwarf a very long time, although it eventually 
becomes a large plant if allowed to grow unhindered, as 
witness some of the old colonial gardens of Maryland, 
where in many instances, it has attained a height of well 
over six feet with a corresponding breadth. The noted 
Box of Mount Vernon is of this type. 

It might be added that this is said to be the hardiest 
member of the family , although it is doubtful if it be any 
more so than the sempervirens. 

B. s. ARBORESCENS, TRUE TREE Box 
As the name implies, this is truly the big brother. It 

attains a height of over 30 feet, and its annual growth, in 
some instances, is as great as two feet. It has a loose open 
graceful habit of growth, which is inclined to be pendu
lous. Its foliage is a very rich deep green. Generally seen 
in the garden as an individual specimen, yet it presents 
great opportunity for a diversity of uses. For instance as 
an hedge plant, or for foundation planting. In common 
with the rest of the family , it will stand severe pruning 
with impunity, so it can be kept at any size desired. On 
account of the difficulty which is met in its propagation, 
it has not been used greatly in the past. Its future, how
ever, is brilliant. 

B. s. HANDSWORTHI HANDSWORTH Box 
This plant is seldom seen except in the hands of the 

collector, but may well be recommended for more 
general planting. Its most distinguishing feature is its 
stiff, rigid, upright character of growth. Leaves are quite 
large and round, of rich dark green, presenting a rather 
pleasing contrast to any other plants in mixed groupings. 
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It should be allowed complete freedom of growth, other
wise its unique value is lost. 

Buxus JAPONICA, JAPANESE Box 

This is quite distinctly different from the other kinds. 
Its large, broad leaves are much rounder in appearance; 
their color is of a much lighter shade of green, almost 
yellowish. The habit of growth is odd, the main branches 
being very stiff and upright but the branch lets are droopy, 
which imparts a very pleasing effect. It can be highly 
recommended for general planting where a rapid growing 
type is wanted. 

It seems unnecessary to go into detailed descriptions of 
any of the other horticultural varieties of the genus. 
Sufficient to enumerate the following, of which the name 
in each case gives a complete enough guide to the plant, 
as it is purely an adjective to describe the leaf form or 
color: 

Silver Box; Myrtle leaf Box; Rosemary Box; Round 
leaf Box; Willow leaf Box; Golden Box; Goldedge Box. 

For all these may be claimed that they add much to 
collections, and character to groupings, particularly those 
with the colored foliage. 

It would seem worth-while at this juncture to mention 
a newcomer that has not yet been propagated in sufficient 
quantities to be on the market. This is Korean Box (Buxus 
microphilla, var. Koriensis). Some claim for it superior 
hardiness, and in that characteristic, if it prove correct 
with time, will be its particular value. 

Which box to use 
Many times when is set forward a number of things for 

consideration, confusion results. Hence the following 
table which may help to simplify matters. 

I- For garden edging, walks, and all locations where is 
desired compact slow growth: 

Buxus s. suffruticosa 
2-Individual specimens or plant groupings where the 

maximum of growth and a tree-like habit is wanted: 
Buxus s. arborescense (and variegatedforms) 

3-:-To set off walks, entrances, pergolas, etc.: 
Buxus sempervirens 

4-Hedges, where fairly rapid growth is desirable. To 
be allowed to grow either naturally, or clipped: 

Buxus sempervirens; B. s. arborescense; 
Buxus japonica 

5-Trained forms, such as standards, pyramids, etc.: 
Buxus sempervirens; Buxus japonica 

6-Window and porch boxes and other florist uses: 
Buxus sempervirens 

January 2003 



7-Foundation plantings etc., where infonnality is 
required: 

Any of the kinds may be used except suffruticosa. 
A mixture of several and the use of the varie 
gated types is suggested. 

A word as to cultivation 
Boxwood is an extremely adaptable plant. It is 

shallow-rooted under nearly all conditions, except when 
in very sandy dry soils, in which case the roots must 
reach further to find water. This fibrous root system 
allows the plant to flourish under even the most adverse 
conditions. Therefore it will do well in almost any 
location in its climatic range. Of course there is an ideal, 
which might be summed up as follows:-moderate loam, 
partial shade, constant moisture (not wetness), and some 
shelter from heavy winds. Any soil in which garden crops 
will grow, there will Box thrive. 

As to the best season for transplanting the following 
generalities will cover the subject-Philadelphia, and 
north, plant any time in the spring after the ground is 
thawed and until the new growth has started; and in 
August or September. South of Philadelphia it may be 
planted any time between October first and May first if 
the ground is not frozen . Summer planting may also be 
done if an abundance of water and some shade is pro
vided. 

Shallow cultivation is advisable, keeping out the 
weeds and providing a loose dirt mulch in the summer 
months. It is always advantageous to mulch with straw or 
leaves in winter, particularly when the plants are young. It 
is not, however, necessary except in more northern 
regions where the winters are very trying. 

Ourselves 

Before the arrival of the quarantine, Boxwood was 
almost entirely imported from Holland. Since that time 
the country has been faced with an ever increasing 
shortage of this invaluable plant, with, of course, resultant 
high prices. Due largely to climatic conditions, the Dutch 
were able to raise plants of superior grade and color. 

The organizers of Canterbury Nurseries became 
imbued with the idea of growing Box in this country 
which would equal or surpass in quality that which was 
raised abroad. And to so modify European methods with 
American system, as to produce this one article in such 
large quantities as to bring the price within the reach of 
al l. Which is the ideal of American production. Ambi
tious, yes. But it is being accomplished. Our plants, which 
have already passed the million mark, we truly consider 
"The Best in Boxwood." 
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It might be interesting to know why we are able to do 
this. 

First is necessary a perfect cli mate; and second, skilled 
supervision. 

In the first instance, Talbot County, on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland was selected as the ideal. Many times 
likened to Holland, its innumerable estuaries of Chesa
peake Bay and its flat fertile fields readily contribute to 
this illusion. This body of water tempers the climate the 
year around. And the large amount of atmospheric 
moisture gives to us perfect growth and foliage color. 

The clay loam soil is splendid for evergreen growth, 
and always permits of digging with plenty of earth about 
the roots-a very necessary condition to successful 
transplanting. 

The thrift of the old Box gardens was another guide to 
the selection of this locality. Nowhere in America can be 
seen finer specimens and hedges. Centuries of growth 
have brought them forth into their full glory of maturity. 
From these plants have come Canterbury Box. Tested in 
this country for years, they are not of the modem melting 
pot-they are American in lineage, purely so, and proudly 
do they claim it. 

Of the supervision, Mr. Ernest Hemming ' needs no 
introduction to those familiar with the business. A gradu
ate of The Royal Botanic Gardens of Kew, England, his 
experience in this country is over twenty five years, 
devoted exclusively to the nursery business. He allows 
nothing to leave the nursery till, in his judgment, it is "The 
Best in Boxwood." 

Every kind of Box is being grown and tested in our 
nursery. Although we are solely wholesale growers, and 
do not sell at retail, we welcome any correspondence 
whatever on the subject. It is not only our business, it is 
our hobby. 

I Ernest Hemming is the grandfather of Mike Hemming of 
Eastern Shore Nurseries, who will be one of the speakers 
at the ABS Annual Meeting in May on the Eastern Shore 
of Maryland. 
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The exquisite proportions of the true tree Box, suggest a 
giant of the forest in miniature 

Common box setting off an entrance. Does it not 
complete the picture? 

Propagating frames at canterbury 
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Dwarf Box that edged a garden in colonial days. It has persisted andjIourished when every other 
semblance of a garden has disappeared 
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Aged dwarf Box. Billowy piles of softest grunit is the 
embodiment of the romance of by-gone days 
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CORRESPONDENCE 

To the ABS: 

About 30 years ago, I became 
interested in boxwood when my 
husband and I spent a week at 
Williamsburg. 

I inquired how to propagate them. 
Instructions were given to me, and 
when we returned to Carlisle I 
planted the cuttings I'd brought back 
from Williamsburg around our home, 
in the back yard, behind the garage, 
and wherever there was a place. As 
they grew I moved them to different 
spots. 

Also, many were given to friends 
who enjoyed boxwood. 

I nurtured them and still enjoy 
them very much. 

Mrs. Dale Shughart 
At the south side of the front yard, a 
large boxwood from an early planting. 

Mrs. Shughart, of Carlisle, Pa., a 
long-time member of The American 
Boxwood Society, has been propagat
ing boxwood since the early 1970s. 

She obtained cuttings from the 
Boxwood Society of the Midwest in 
1984, 1985, 1986 and 1987, and 
corresponded with Mary Gamble, 
Jane Penhale and others who shared 
their experiences with cuttings. Also, 
she had a sheet on English Boxwood 
from Mount Vernon in 1994 regard
ing the boxwood plants they propa
gated for sale. 

Her husband helped with these and 
the plants they put around their 
mountain cottage. 

They shared the joy of boxwood. 

North side of the front yard with boxwood separating the lawn next door and edging the sidewalk. (Photos: Mrs. Dale 
Shughart) 
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NOTICES 

Garden Week Guests to Dine Where George and Martha Were Wed 
Historic Garden Week in Virginia April 20-27 2003 
Suzanne Munson 

Homes and gardens enjoyed by the the Fredericksburg tour April 22. 
families of George Washington, Guided tours of Thomas Jefferson's 
Thomas Jefferson and numerous renowned Pavilion Gardens at the 
other prominent Virginians, past and University of Virginia will be held 
present, will be open for Historic April 22 in Charlottesville, and 
Garden Week in Virginia April 20- lectures on Jefferson's contributions 
27,2003. More than 250 outstanding to American horticulture will also be 
private houses, gardens and historic offered at Monticello during Garden 
landmarks, spanning four centuries, Week. 
will be featured on three dozen Westmoreland County, birthplace 
different tours across the state. of George Washington, James 

Tours are sponsored by The Monroe and Robert E. Lee, will 
Garden Club of Virginia to benefit celebrate 350 years of history in 2003 
the restoration of historic gardens and and will be the picturesque locale for 
grounds throughout the Common- the Northern Neck event on April 24. 
wealth. Historic Garden Week in This tour in "Washington Parish" 
Virginia, celebrating its 70th season, showcases five houses built from the 
is the oldest and largest statewide area's early beginnings to the present. 
house and garden tour event in the In addition to these properties 
nation and is known as "America's from Virginia's rich past, Garden 
Largest Open House." Each event Week will also open stunning, up-to-
offers an engaging variety of five to date houses of the 20th and 21 st 
six local houses and gardens, most centuries. Tours across the state 
open to the public for the first time feature exceptional collections of 
for Garden Week. artwork, silver, china and fine 

The historic Jacobean-style brick American, European and Asian 
church where George and Martha antiques. Gardens include suburban 
Washington are said to have ex- backyard retreats, formal terraces, 
changed their wedding vows will be water gardens, cutting and herb 
the luncheon site for the April 26 tour gardens, boxwood mazes, and 
in New Kent County, a scenic rural landscapes designed with memorable 
region largely unchanged since views of waterways, mountains and 
Colonial days. St. Peter's Episcopal pastures. 
Church, the church of Martha's Richmond's tours will take 
youth, will celebrate its 300th visitors to three distinctive areas of 
anniversary as part of the tour and the capital city. The event on April 22 
will be decorated in the style of an is a walking tour along one of 
early 18th-century wedding. The tour America's most beautiful boulevards, 
also includes stately mansions and opening mansions on Monument 
country homes, beautifully preserved Avenue in Richmond's channing 
through the centuries. "Fan District." On April 23, guests 

Houses and gardens associated will visit spacious, restored 18th- and 
with the mother and extended family 19th-century townhouses and city 
of George Washington will be open gardens and a revitalized monastery 
on the Alexandria tour April 26 and garden, one of the oldest gardens in 
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Richmond. This historic Church Hill 
neighborhood occupies a scenic 
hillside overlooking the downtown 
area and is being opened by the 
Council of Historic Richmond. 
Foundation. Upscale houses and 
gardens in the fashionable Cary Street 

The Eastern Shore of 
Virginia Historic garden 
Tour-April 2003 

The Garden Club of the Eastern 
Shore will present the 58th annual 
tour of homes and gardens on Satur
day, April 26,2003, on the Eastern 
Shore of Virginia. The tour is part of 
Historic Garden Week, sponsored by 
the Garden Club of Virginia. 

Seven houses of historic signifi
cance and one contemporary house 
will be open for the 2003 tour, 
including several homes and gardens 
open for the first time. 

For more information see 
www.esgardentour.com. 
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NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

Minutes of Fall Board Meeting, September 19, 2002 

The falJ meeting of the Governing 
Board of The American Boxwood 
Society was held on Thursday, 
September 19, 2002, in the dining! 
conference room at the State Arbore
tum of Virginia, Blandy Farm, Clarke 
County , Virginia. In attendance were: 
Charles T. Fooks, President; Clyde 
Weber, First Vice President; Dr. 
Henry F. Frierson, Jr., Second Vice 
President; Sigrid G. Harriman, 
Secretary; Katherine D. Ward, 
Executive Treasurer; Lynn R. 
Batdorf, Registrar; Dr. Michael 
Bowers, Director Ex-Officio; and the 
fo lJowing Directors: John W. Boyd, 
III, Walter S. CarelJ, Jr. , Decca G. 
Frackelton, W. Edward Goode, Jr. , 
Dr. Maury Hanson, Clifford L. 
Hoffman, Laurie Jamerson, Dr. Gary 
Richardson, and McHenry Stiff, III, 
and Joan Butler, Chairman of the 
Memorial Garden Committee. 

AlJ were assembled, no one was 
absent. President Fooks welcomed all 
attendees at 1 p.m. after a sandwich 
luncheon organized by McHenry 
Stiff. The minutes of the spring board 
meeting of the Governing Board, held 
on May 16, 2002, at the Holiday 
Select Inn in Bridgeport, New Jersey 
were approved as published in The 
Boxwood Bulletin, Vol. 42, No. I, pp. 
20-21. 

Treasurer's Report: Mrs. Ward 
was unable to prepare a written report 
for the meeting. She reported the total 
amount at present in the ABS check
ing account: $17,612. ABS holds two 
CDs, one of which will be due in 
November. The CDs are $13,267 and 
about $11 ,000 at this time. 

President Fooks asked to have 
brief reports of all active committees 
given at the meeting. 

Auction Committee: John Boyd 
is in control of this committee and 
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wilJ assemble plants and boxwood 
related items for next year's auction. 

ABS Membership and Bulletin: 
Decca Frackelton takes care of both 
of these very important tasks and 
reported that she has enough articles 
for the October issue of The Boxwood 
Bulletin but is in need of articles for 
the next issue. 

Nominating Committee: Clifford 
Hoffman, Chairman, Lee Hahn and 
George Schumacher will have the 
task of recruiting one new director as 
welJ as a secretary. It was suggested 
to assign the secretarial duties , i.e. , 
preparation of meeting minutes, 
notification of upcoming Board 
meetings, on a rotating basis until a 
volunteer is found. 

History of ABS: Gary Richardson 
had made such a thorough job of 
tracing the early history of ABS at the 
last Annual Meeting that he was 
awarded the title of ABS Historian. 

Research Committee: Henry 
Frierson gave his report on Research 
Committee activities (1) A brief 
update on the ABS website 
(www.boxwoodsociety.org). Jeff 
Miller, the web master, was invited to 
attend the meeting. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Miller had to decline due to a 
scheduling conflict. 

However, Miller reported that 
since May 2002 he has received and 
answered about 520 e-mail queries. 
He was able to answer about 90% 
with prepared replies, the remaining 
ones were forwarded to Lynn Batdorf 
and Henry Frierson. Also since May 
about 60,000 successful inquiries 
were received, 45% from individuals 
and about 40% from commercial 
sources, the rest were governmental 
inquiries. Many on-line inquiries 
came from foreign countries. There is 
much data available for an article for 

The Bulletin and Clyde Weber and 
Lee Hahn will be approached by 
Henry Frierson for this task. (2) No 
new reports have been received from 
Dr. Wright' s study on container 
boxwood growth. (3) Concluding his 
report Dr. Frierson mentioned the 
second boxwood hunt into Georgia, 
Azerbaijan, Russia, and Ukraine. 
Both he and Lynn Batdorf attended 
and articles are forthcoming. 

RegistrarIPublication Report: 
Lynn Batdorf reported on the status 
of the book, Boxwood: An Illustrated 
Encyclopedia . There are 310 pages of 
text and about 340 photographs to be 
printed on about 100 pages. Lynn 
handed out a printing and cost 
scenario. Obviously, the more copies, 
the lower the unit price. A printing 
committee was formed to report at the 
winter board meeting. Members of 
this newly formed committee are 
Lynn Batdorf, John Boyd, Decca 
Frackelton, Dr. Maury Hanson, 
Laurie Jamerson, Mac Stiff and 
Katherine Ward. 

Replacement for Secretary: 
Henry Frierson read a motion that 
recognized the contributions of the 
Secretary. Joan Butler agreed to be 
interim Secretary for the next meet
ing. 

Membership Notes and Sugges
tions: Ed Goode, one of the new 
Directors, distributed handouts of his 
thoughts about increasing member
ship, revenues and values of ABS. It 
is an interesting concept which could 
well be applied to a for-profit organi
zation. ABS is non-profit and tax 
exempt and cannot advertize other 
than by word of mouth through its 
some 500 members. Since we have 
just increased membership fees last 
year, it is not realistic to increase 
again for the next 5-10 years. 
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ABS Memorial Garden: Joan 
Butler, Chainnan of the committee, 
reported on the status of the Memo
rial Garden. She once again made a 
plea for regular volunteer working 
days (weeding, removing of seedlings 
and other wild shoots). A notice will 
be put in the Bulletin asking for 
regular or one-time volunteers. 
Michael Bowers promised to have 
more staff time freed to work on the 
garden with volunteers. The spraying 
efforts of the Virginia Boxwood 
Company seem not to have been 
effective in 2002. 

An update of the K-Series Buxus 
sempervirens will be published in one 
of the next Bulletins. 

President Fooks asked whether 
there will still be room for further 
expansion in the Memorial Garden 
for the newly collected cuttings from 
two trips to Georgia, Azerbaijan, 
Russia and Ukraine. He feels that the 
new plants will, in time, be a great 
source of publicity, not only for 
boxwood lovers and growers, but 
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also for the ABS. However, it will be 
another 3 to 5 years until these plants 
are ready to be set out. Michael 
Bowers felt that space can be pro
vided if the ABS can provide mainte
nance. 

Joan Butler also reported on the 
fonnation of an Honorary Advisory 
Committee for the State Arboretum of 
Virginia. She has been appointed to 
represent the ABS on that Committee 
and will report periodically to ABS 
members. 

New Business 
Annual 2003 Meeting: Charles 

Fooks, who chairs the 2003 Annual 
Meeting to be held at the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland, May 15-17, 2003 , 
has made several inquiries for 
meeting space. He contacted the 
Tidewater Inn in Easton about rooms 
and meeting facilities . Another option 
is the new Hyatt Regency in Cam
bridge. He was unable to get price 
quotes from the Hyatt at this time. 
President Fooks laid out a general 
outline for the meeting with registra-

tion and reception on Thursday 
evening followed by a presentation of 
history of the region with an empha
sis on boxwood. The next day will 
include presentations by Mike 
Henning of Eastern Shore Nurseries, 
by Frierson and Batdorf on their 
Georgia, Azerbaijan, Russia and 
Ukraine trip, followed by Cliff 
Hoffman ' s talk on boxwood in New 
Jersey . 

The tours will include historic 
gardens of Easton and surrounding 
area. Gary Richardson promised to 
advise Charles Fooks on some of the 
preparatory work. 

Annual 2004 Meeting: The 2004 
meeting will be held in Williamsburg, 
Virginia. No chainnan has been 
appointed yet. Richard Mahone has 
offered to assist the chair in prepara
tions for that meeting. 

The meeting was adjourned at 
3:45 p.m. 

Sigrid Georgii Harriman 
Secretary 
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