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2006 Annual Symposium in 
Memphis, Tennessee 

By Beth W. Sarns 

Memphis, home of the Blues and the birthplace of 
Rock and Roll, was the setting for the 46th American 
Boxwood Society (ABS) Annual Symposium . Members 
of the ABS were not disappointed as they embraced 
the southern hospitality that Memphis citizens are 
known for. They took in the magnificent private 
boxwood gardens of area residents and marveled 
at the beautiful Dixon Gardens with 28 species of 
boxwood . 

Over 40 members representing 12 states attended 
the meeting with some traveling from as far away 
as California, Texas and New Jersey. The first day 
of tours began on Thursday, May 11. The first stop 
was the lovely East Memphis garden and home of 
ABS meeting chairwoman, Edna Hoffman and her 
late husband Dan . Guests were treated to a tour of 
the Hoffman home filled with authentic American 
antiques, many from Hoffman's native state of 
Virginia. Guests ventured into her backyard and 
found a shady, tranquil oasis under a canopy of 
tall trees with a swing for relaxing. There were a 
variety of boxwood along with azaleas, ferns and 
hosta surrounding a small well-kept zoysia lawn . In 
sunny spots, she grows herbs and other perennials. 
Edna also gives demonstrations in making boxwood 
wreaths at the Cottage Antiques and Gifts Shop in 
Germantown. 

The next tour location was the beautiful gardens of 
Dr. Jack and Faye Sanford. Their Tudor-style home 
is accented with a front hedge of American boxwood 
(Buxus sempervirens) with the unique cloud-like, 
globular form of "clouding" achieved with annual 
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precision pruning . The back of the home displayed 
a pristine, park-like setting with a cascading stream 
leading to a fish pond. The pea gravel walkway was 
surrounded with a variety of shade-loving plants such 
as ferns, hosta, azaleas, and led to the formal English 
style garden . Landscape architect John Highberger 
designed the gardens for the previous owners, Neal 
and Nettie Schilling, and Faye has meticulously 
maintained the original landscape design. 

The next stop on the tour was the charming home and 
gardens of retired concert pianist Charlotte Mayfield. 
Members had the opportunity to see boxwood in 
several stages with the older and more mature in 
the front of the home and a boxwood nursery with 
smaller, younger ones in the rear. A special treat was 
given to the members as Mrs. Mayfield performed 
an impromptu musical concert ending with rousing 
applause from her audience. As members were 
leaving, they were able to view the nearby original 
home of Elvis Presley, before he moved into 
Graceland . Mrs . Mayfield shared her memories of her 
polite former neighbor who later became known as 
"The King of Rock and Roll." 

The Dixon Gallery and Gardens delighted ABS 
members with their impressive boxwood collection. 
The gardens were landscaped in the manner of an 
English park with open vistas adjacent to smaller, 
intimate formal spaces . The tree canopy, comprised 
mainly of oaks and hickories, became the framework 
for the garden design based upon a formal cross
axis plan. Diane Reed, director of horticulture at the 
Dixon, spoke to the group along with Ben Page , a 
well-known Nashville landscape architect . 

As the sun set, members ended their exciting day 
with a relaxing ride on the Memphis Queen Riverboat 
touring the Mississippi River, as they dined on 
delicious barbecue with the lights of downtown 
Memphis as their backdrop. 

The second day of the symposium included a VISit 
to three more spectacular gardens. One of Memphis' 
most visited private gardens is the beautiful garden 
of Michael and Bickie McDonnell. This garden was 
designed by Tom Pellett, a well-known Memphis 
garden designer and a featured speaker for the 
symposium. Members followed walking trails through 
the beautiful garden vistas, surrounded by a wide 
variety of plants and several unique shade gardens. 

The next stop was the lush garden of Judith and Bruce 
Campbell , designed by Ben Page, another featured 
speaker for the meeting . Guests were treated to 
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refreshments and had the opportunity to view the 
Campbell 's impressive art collection . 

The last stop was the home and garden of Tommy and 
Buff Adams . Buff's love of boxwood is reflected in her 
gardens with the wide variety of boxwood. After a tour 
of the impressive gardens, members enjoyed lunch 
outside in Buff's unique garden including a blue bottle 
tree! 

Lynn Batdorf, curator of the National Boxwood 
Collection at the National Arboretum in Washington , 
DC, and author of the recently published Boxwood, 
An Illustrated Encyclopedia, spoke to the group about 
caring for boxwood. An auction of rare boxwood and 
other items was conducted prior to a banquet dinner. 
Afterwards, Vador Vance , Vice-President of Stringer 's 
Garden Centers , presented an informative program on 
organic gardening and the care of boxwood. 

On the third and final day, participants were treated 
with an informative lecture , with carefully selected 
photographs , by Richard A. Larson , Propagator at The 
Dawes Arboretum in Newark, Ohio. He commented on 
the success and the various habits of many important 
boxwood. 

Additional information on the American Boxwood 
Society can be found by visiting the ABS website : www. 
boxwood society .org . 

Beth W. Sams is from Harriman, Tennessee where she 
lives on a family farm with her husband of 21 years , 
Sammy and their three children. Sammy's grandfather, 
Ernest Jones, operated a dairy farm which served 
the community for many years . The farm still has 
several boxwood that Mr. Jones planted. In additional 
to maintaining the farm , Beth is currently developing 
a subdivision and the landscaping will include many 
varieties of boxwood. 

Beth is the daughter of long-time American Boxwood 
Society (ABS) members, Betty and the late Ward 
Walker. She was formerly with the Roane County 
Visitors Bureau and Chamber of Commerce for nine 
years . She graduated with honors from the University 
of Tennessee with a Bachelor Degree in Fashion 
Merchandising. She enjoyed her first experience with 
the ABS and looks foyward to attending the 2007 
International Symposium in Washington , DC. 
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Dixon Gardens. 

The boxwood on display at the Dixon included 
those listed below. 
Please refer to the line drawing map for their 
location(s) within the garden. 

1) Buxus sempervirens 
2) Buxus sempervirens 'Arborescens ' 
3) Buxus sempervirens 'Bullata' 
4) Buxus sempervirens 'Dee Runk' 
5) Buxus sempervirens 'Elegantissima ' 
6) Buxus sempervirens 'Fastigiata' 
7) Buxus sempervirens 'Graham Blandy ' 
8) Buxus sempervirens 'Handsworthiensis' 
9) Buxus sempervirens 'Jensen ' 
10) Buxus sempervirens 'Wanford Page ' 
11) Buxus sempervirens 'Vardar Valley' 
12) Buxus sempervirens 'Varifolia' 

13) Buxus micyophylla 
14) Buxus micyophylla 'Compacta' 
15) Buxus micyophylla 'Curly Locks ' 
16) Buxus micyophylla 'Grace Hendrick Phillips' 

17) Buxus micyophylla var. japonica 
18) Buxus micyophylla var. japonica 'Morris Midget' 
19) Buxus micyophylla var. japonica 'Green Beauty' 
20) Buxus micyophylla var. japonica 'Morris Dwarf' 

21) Buxus sinica var. i nsularis 
22) Buxus sinica var. insularis 'Justin Brouwers' 
23) Buxus sinica var. insularis 'Wintergreen' 
24) Buxus sinica var. insularis 'Nana ' 

24) Buxus harlandii 

25) Buxus 'Green Mountain' 
26) Buxus 'Glencoe' 
27) Buxus 'Green Mound ' 
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Boxwood (Buxus sp.) in the North 
by Richard A. larson, Propagator 
The Dawes Arboretum in Newark, Ohio 

I. Introduction - The Collections at Dawes 

II. Boxwood Evaluations for Northern Gardens 

III. 

A. Cold Hardiness 

B. Late season growth flushes 
C. Retention of good winter color 
D. Field Trials 

The Boxwood Collection at Dawes 
A. Dwarf and Compact Forms - Growing to 

3-4' or less 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Bob' - Sweet 'n Low™ 
B. microphyl/a 'Green Pillow ' 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Herb's Dark Green' 

B. sinica var. insularis 'Justin Brouwers' 

B. sempervirens 'Jensen' 
B. microphyl/a var. japonica 'Morris Midget' 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Pincushion' 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Tide Hill' 

B. Intermediate Forms - Growing from 3-6' 

B. 'Glencoe' - Chicagoland Green® 
B. 'Green Gem' 
B. 'Green Mound' 
B. microphylla var. japonica 'Jim Stauffer' 

B. sempervirens 'Myosotidifolia' 
B. sempervirens 'Welleri ' 

C. Large Forms - Growing taller than 6' 
B. sempervirens 'Asheville' 
B. microphyl/a 'Curly Locks' 
B. sempervirens ' Inglis' 
B. sempervirens 'Joe Gable' 
B. microphyl/a 'John Baldwin' 
B. sempervirens 'Morrison Garden ' 

B. sempervirens' Pull man' (syn. B. sempervirens 
'Fiore') 

D. Other Forms 

B. sempervirens 'Elegantissima 
B. sempervirens 'Fastigiata' 
B. sempervirens 'Fernwood' 
B. sempervirens 'Graham Blandy' 
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Fifty Years of Plant Exploration 

Longwood Gardens was the place to be on September 
30, 2006 for anyone associated with or interested 
in plant exploration as thirty-three plant explorers 
were on hand to share the stories and memories as 
Longwood celebrated fifty years of plant exploration 
with a once-in-a-lifetime gathering. 

Twelve of the explorers took the stage during the 
day to recount adventures of exploration trips in 
a symposium-style presentation in Longwood's 
Ballroom. Afterwards, all the explorers, who collectively 
represent the Who's Who in Plant Exploration, gathered 
at tables in the alcoves around the Fern Floor to sign 
copies of Dr. Tomasz Anfsko's book Plant Exploration 
for Longwood Gardens. During a gala dinner, held on 
the Fern Floor to culminate the day, current Director 
Paul Redman and former Director Fred Roberts both 
spoke to the explorers and guests on the significance 
of their achievements. 

Plant Exploration for Longwood Gardens describes a 
tradition of plant introduction that has been part of 
Longwood history for more than two centuries . In 1798, 
Samuel and Joshua Peirce created their arboretum later 
to be known as Peirces Park. The Peirce 's collected plants 
from the wooded areas of Pennsylvania, the Catskill 
Mountains, Maryland's cypress swamps, and from the 
Bartrams, Humphrey Marshall, and Andre Michaux. 
They also planted numerous species introduced from 
foreign lands. 

As Pierre S. du Pont developed Longwood Gardens as a 
private estate, he made a great effort to collect plants 
that he personally liked and thought would contribute 
to the quality of his garden. After Pierre S. du Pont's 
death in 1954, Longwood took on a new role as a public 
display garden . 

Longwood's first director, Dr. Russell Seibert, recognized 
the importance of plant exploration, testing , and 
introduction. He noted : "New models of decorative plants 
are as much of value to man's welfare and economy as 
any other agricultural and horticultural plants." 

In 1956, Seibert approached the United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) with an offer of a 
cooperative agreement for the purpose of "encouraging 
the advancement of ornamental horticulture in the 
United States through the discovery and introduction of 
new or little known plants of the world which will have 
potential value to the future of ornamental horticulture 
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and therefore, to the rapidly increasing numbers of 
home gardeners and plant hobbyists." 

Photographer Rondel Peirson was on hand to capture the 
historic group which included : 

Seated, left to right: Dr. Joseph Higgins, Dr. John Creech, 

Deni Seibert, Dr. Walter Hodge, and Harold Winters . 
Second row: Chris Bachtel , Dr. PeterDelTredici, Kathy Mus ial , 

Dr. Roger Lawson , Dr. Henry Frierson , and Kunso Kim. 

Third row: Dr. RobertArmstrong , Rick Lewandowski , Dr. Darrell 
Apps, Barry Yinger, Dr. Todd Lesseigne, and Charles Fooks. 

Fourth row: Dr. Tomasz Anfsko, Ronald Rabideau, Ethan 

Johnson , Skip March, and Patrick Nutt. 
Back rows: Charles Tubes ing, Jeffrey Lynch , Paul Meyers , 

Rick Darke, Dr. Richard Lighty, Tim Thibault, William Thomas, 

Kevin Conrad, Scott Vergara, and Hans Heybroek. 

ABS members will recognize Charles Fooks and Dr. Henry 

Frierson, Jr., respectively, as the past and current ABS 
President. 

The proposal was enthusiastically received by Dr. 
CarlO. Erlanson, head of the USDA Section of Plant 
Introduction, and gained support from the Trustees 
of Longwood Foundation . "It was felt that this basic 
work could in time benefit every homeowner, every 
commercial and professional gardener, horticulturist, 
florist, and plantsman," wrote Seibert. "It could brighten 
the outlook of the more than 50,000,000 garden and 
horticultural hobbyists in the United States of America 
and it might even touch all but a few of the rest of 
the Americans who pause and reflect when they see a 
beautiful flower." 

The fifty plant explorations sponsored by Longwood 
Garden , the USDA, and other organizations have 
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achieved in large part what was Siebert's vision of a 
brightened outlook for American gardens. As the plant 
explorers told their stories on Saturday, those in the 
audience heard mention of the names of numerous 
plants now growing in public and private gardens 
throughout the United States, that were brought back 
during these fifty explorations over six continents . The 
cooperative program had ambitious and far reaching 
goals and many were achieved . There were, of course, 
limitations of time and resources, and perhaps it can 
be boiled down to "too many plants and not enough 
time and resources." But this gathering of explorers 
was all about success and the promise and excitement 
of more yet to be achieved. 

Making a Boxwood Wreath 
By Edna Hoffman 

Everyone has a special person on their Christmas list 
that has everything. In this and in other situations, 
giving a unique and personalized gift from the heart is 
bound to please . A boxwood wreath to display on the 
front door or over the mantel is such a gift. 

Boxwood wreath with lemons, Acuba leaves and 
Nandina berries . 

To obtain the basic materials for a beautiful wreath, 
take your pruner then simply thin your boxwood as 
would normally be done to keep it shaped and in good 
health. Pruning branches 6 to 7 inches long is best 
for the wreath. Foot-long branches can be trimmed to 
make the appropriate-sized wreath material. I like to 
use a straw wreath form. These can eaSily be obtained 
at a craft store or Florist shop. 
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If the wreath will be displayed outside , the straw 
form should be wrapped with green plastic ribbon . 
This is easy to do and produces an attractive green 
background. Then the boxwood is inserted into the 

Wreath with boxwood foliage, Pomegranates (polished with 
liquid floor wax) , pine cones, Nandina berries and popcorn. 

wreath . I attach all fruit with a wire inserted into them 
and then the wire is wrapped around the wreath . All 
berries, nuts, etc., are attached with greening pins and 
a glue gun . The design possibilities are endless , Most 
importantly, your boxwood are pruned and you've 
given an appreciated gift. Please do not hesitate to call 
or write me if I can help you. (5330 Timmons, Memphis , 
Tennessee 38119) 

Edna Hoffman is a member of the ABS and was 
chair of the 2006 ABS Annual Meeting. 

Boxwood foliage with Williamsburg rolls, china berries and 
cinnamon sticks. 
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2007 International Boxwood Symposium 
American Boxwood Society 

Northern Virginia May 16-21 

The American Boxwood Society invites May 
Association Franc;aise pour l'Art Topiare et Ie Buis to 
join us in our first International Boxwood Symposium' 
We are excited about our program which is planned 
exclusively for our French participants' 

Beginning on Thursday the 17th, after a hot 
breakfast, a bus will take you to the US National 
Arboretum which features many world-class gardens . 
Your stop here will include a one hour tram ride through 
the 180 hectares. A private guided tour through the 
National Boxwood Collection, the National Bonsai 
Museum, and the National Herb Garden will take most 
of one day. Then it's back to the hotel to freshen up 
and dress for dinner (coat required). We will travel to 
Old Town and board an all-weather cruise ship for a 
3-hour tour on the Potomac River, seeing the sights 
of Washington DC at night, while enjoying each others 
company and a fine dinner. 

Friday begins with another hot breakfast, and 
then it's on the bus to tour prominent and historic 
gardens of Washington. We will have a private 1.5 hour 
guided tour of Dumbarton Oaks . Then we walk five 
minutes to another garden, Tudor Place for another 
private 1.5 hour guided tour. Then it's back to the hotel 
for lunch and the opportunity to rest and buy boxwood 
plants at our auction . In the afternoon , we travel to 
Mount Vernon, the home of George Washington. Again 
we will have a private guided tour. Then we walk 
through the grounds to a fine banquet dinner. 

Saturday begins with a hot breakfast then 
lectures. For those attending the post tour, it's on the 
bus to tour Stratford Hall and then on to Monticello, the 
home of Thomas Jefferson. After we return to the hotel, 
local restaurants are available for dinner. I 

Sunday, after breakfast, a private tra'm will meet 
us at the hotel for a 3-hour sightseeing tour of all of 
Washington , DC. Make sure you have your camera for 
this' Afterwards, it will leave us downtown, with several 
hours to eat and walk through the many Smithsonian 
Museums at your leisure. As people are finished, a van 
(you r host d rivi ng) wi II take the partici pants back to 
the hotel. 

Monday, after breakfast, and once preparations 
for departure are complete, a van (your host driving) 
will take everyone to Dulles International Airport for 
your return flight. 

Our weather in mid-May in Washington has an 
average low temperature of 50 F and a high of 73 F. We 
average 4 inches of rain for the month of May. 
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The Question Box 
Q : What is the best boxwood for us? We need a hedge 
around the house that stands about 4 ' to 6', dark 
green year round , safe on plumbing underground , and 
protects around the foundation of the house. 

A: Any boxwood would be "safe on plumbing" as the 
roots of even the largest plants seldom go deeper than 
18". With that in mind, boxwood with the mature height 
of 4 ' to 6 ' with dark green foliage would include : 
B. sempervirens 
B. sempervirens 'Appalachian Pyramid' 
B. sempervirens 'Bullata' 
B. sempervirens ' Latifolia Nova' 
B. sempervirens 'Rotundifolia ' 
B. sempervirens 'Vardar Valley ' 
B. sinica var . insularis 'Tall Boy' 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Wintergreen' 
B. 'Green Mountain' 

Q: I'd like to line my driveway with a boxwood hedge 
on both sides, but I'm not sure if boxwood is the right 
shrub, though I love its scent. 
I' m looking for a shrub that will only grow about 3' high 
and maybe spread only about 3' wide. I don 't want to 
prune it , not only because I don't want the extra work , 
but because I prefer shrubs in their natural states . 
Is there a species of boxwood which would fit my need? 
I'm located in suburban Philadelphia. Thank you for 
your help. 

A : It is English boxwood , Buxus sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa' , that has the frag rance you are so fond 
of. Because it is very slow growing, this presents some 
good and bad features . The good is, if small plants are 
obtained , it will be several decades before they reach 
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the maximum size you desire. The bad part is, they are 
probably the most expen sive of all boxwood . Compare 
prices and plant qual ity at several firms and buy small 
plants which will be more moderate in cost. 
Even if you obtain football - sized English boxwood , 
resist the temptation to place them close together . A 
five to seven foot spacing makes the shrubs appear as 
if they are planted miles from each other - however 
when they begin to mature decades later, they will 
have opt imal spac ing . Remember to plant them at 
least , 4 feet from the driveway. Five to six feet away is 
preferred if you have the pat ience . 
Far too often , gardeners plant an innocent looking , 
football - sized boxwood 6 to 12 inches from a walk , 
driveway, window, or other permanent structure . Then 
far too quickly, the maturing boxwood has taken 
over its ill - suited , and undersized, space . Then in 
frustration , the owner has few choices but to cut down 
the maj estic boxwood which was guilty only of growing 
well. Remember when you plant a boxwood , it is the 
generat ions that follow you which will reap the rewards 
of your love and labor. Give the boxwood enough space 
at planting and they ' ll give you and many after you , a 
lifetime of beauty. 

Q : I have two huge wonderful boxwood (4W at least) 
that have outgrown their site. My garden center says 
that there is a man near Baltimore that has a business 
buying and selling such plants . Do you know who he 
is? Thanks . 

A : As a general policy we do not provide a single source 
for plants or services , preferring to provide several 
choices to allow individuals to determine the best firm 
for their individual situation . However, in this instance 
it is a moot point as the firm is no longer in operation , 
having closed in 2004 . You are referring to Burleson 
Boxwood , which was located in Brandywine , Maryland . 
As a boxwood owner, if they accepted your plants , you 
would agree to keep them until they needed them . 
Then they would come and dig the plants - it could be 
one day, a month , or two years later. When they took 
the boxwood , they would then pay a predetermined 
amount decided upon when the original agreement 
was made. 
Your dilemma of overgrown boxwood , (may we assume 
they are English boxwood?), is unfortunately, all too 
common . Just when they get to a nice (des irable) size , 
they are in need of transplanting. 
Please consider donating them to a charity. While the 
effort to dig , transport and replant is substantial for 
boxwood that size , so too are the rewards . To ensure 
the greatest chance of having boxwood this size 
successfully survive , transplant them only in fall. 
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Q: I am having trouble with what I was told is Boxwood 
Elder beetles . I have them swarming around and getting 
into my house when it turns warm . They are here until 
it gets cold again - I live in Pennsylvania outside of 
Philadelphia. Do you know how to get rid of them? I 
had an exterminator spray and that didn 't work - he 
told me they were called Boxwood Elder beetles. They 
are ]12" to W' long with a narrow red body. 

A: There is no pest with the common name of "Boxwood 
Elder beetle". Rather, this pest is being confused 
with the box elder bug , Boisea trivittatus. For most 
homeowners and gardeners , the box elder bug needs 
no introduction. It is about ]12" long as an adult , black 
in color with three red lines behind the head, a red line 
along each side and a diagonal line on each wing. 
They feed on a variety of trees (but not boxwood), 
preferring box elder trees (Acer negundo) . They are a 
nuisance in and around the home from fall through 
early spring in areas where a box elder tree is nearby. 
So, the permanent solution is to remove the tree. When 
this is not an option , insecticides around the exterior 
of the home and sealing cracks and other entrances 
provide temporary relief. 

Q : We have several boxwood plants that look like they 
are "rusting" . Could you tell us whether this is from 
disease or just their winter color . Thank you. 

A: Boxwood with rust- or bronze-colored foliage 
during the winter, has one or several cultural or site 
deficiencies. It is not a normal condition, rather an 
indication of a culturally- weakened plant. The more 
common causes are likely to be the result of: boxwood 
growing in full sun ; low soil pH ; or improper use of 
mulch , or more commonly no mulch at all. 

Q : A neighbor of mine is adding on to her house but 
she wants the boxwood plants in the front of her house 
saved . She wants them dug up and stored in burlap bags 
until they can be replanted once the construction is 
complete. I need to know where I can obtain info on the 
proper way to do this. Can you point me where to find 
such information? Thank you and have a great day. 

A: There are a variety of variables which need to be 
considered before deciding to undertake a project 
such as this. Perhaps most importantly is the size of 
your boxwood . If they are three feet tall, or smaller, 
this task is not too difficult and the chance of the 
boxwood successfully surviving is good. Another 
important variable is the length of time involved . The 
techniques employed to hold the boxwood for four 
months are quite different from those for eight or 12 
months. We know of others who have attempted what 
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you are proposing . In each case , the total construct ion 
time varied from 50% to over 200% longer than the 
original est imates . This resulted in deteriorating 
storage conditions, where the rootballs were allowed 
to dry out , or the roots were killed from cold weather. 
In cases where the boxwood were five feet or taller, 
the rootballs were always too small and the boxwood 
typically fail within three years after replanting . The 
root ball must be as wide as the plant itself. Placing 
the boxwood in a shady site , provid ing adequate water 
and frost protection are other important considerations 
which affect the survival rate. 

Q: Is it okay to thin boxwood in the spring7 I see some 
problems detailed on your website in my boxwood . I 
live in Portland , Oregon . Thank you for your help. 

A : If you are referring to English boxwood, Buxus 
sempervirens 'Suffruticosa', a light thinning in early 
spring (prior to the development of leaf buds) is fine. 
Particularly if the foliage is overly dense , th is would 
be beneficial to your shrubs. Late fall is the preferred 
season for "regular" or a more aggress ive thinning. 
If you have a boxwood other than English boxwood , 
thinning is generally not necessary. 
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Featured here is a mid-1800's solid boxwood gauge with brass slide caliper. 
It was used to measure the size and provide information on : hemp and manila 
rope as well as wire cable and chain. It was produced by John Rabone & Sons 
in Birmingham, England. 

Both sides of this boxwood gauge are imprinted with a variety of detailed 
information used in the calculations for the weight, size and performance 
of various ropes, cable and chain . It includes a 5.5 inch rule. One side of the 
brass caliper measures the diameter in inches, while the other side calculates 
the circumference of the material. 

Boxwood was the wood of choice producing a variety of fine wood instruments. 
The wood has a pale yellow color with very little difference between the 
sapwood and heartwood. The grain varies from nearly straight to very irregular. 
The texture is extremely fine and uniform. Smaller pieces of wood are often 
knotty. The hard, dense characteristic of the wood of boxwood allows it to be 
easily turned on a lathe, but it is very difficult to split. It is these characteristics 
which have given boxwood wood its broad appeal to many cultures throughout 
history. 

Very few woods are as fine-textured as boxwood or possess its uniform 
consistency. The specific properties of the wood make it quite heavy and very 
dense. When fully air-dried, a piece of boxwood weighs between 53 and 72 
pounds per cubic foot and has a specific gravity or density that varies from 
0.85 to 1.13 kg per cubic meter. Water has a specific gravity of 1.00 kg per 
cubic meter at sea level. Thus boxwood, having a specific gravity that is often 
greater than 1.00, is so dense that it will sink when placed in water. 
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~~~ The Boxwood Bookshelf ~~~ 
Buxus - The Surreal Box-Trees was written by Enzo Ingo Sigurta. There are two editions of this book, one 

in Italian printed in 1998 and another in English printed in 1999. Both were published by Cierre Grafica, Case lie 
di Sommacampagna in Verona, Italy. This soft cover 8W' by llW' book has 132 pages , 20 black and white or 
color illustrations, 78 color photographs and one map. 

BUXUS 
1111 "'lRIU \L BO\ I RU<; 

This book has rightfully 
earned the title as being the 
first "coffee table" book which 
features boxwood. Enzo Ingo 
Sigurta, with his grandfather, 
collaborated over the past 57 
years to renovate their 138-
acre private estate dominated 
with centuries-old boxwood. 
The book presents a gentle and 
passionate understanding of how 
a sensitive person can derive 
pleasure from viewing and caring 
for these majestic boxwood. 
The landscape has near
magical qualities with boxwood 
throughout. There is also an 18th 

L...-___________ -' century villa , 18 lakes and pools 

filled with waterlilies , meadows filled with wildflowers , , a grotto, avenues of birch trees, a "little castle", a Roman 
tombstone, a herb garden, solar clock , olive tree allee, thick woods laden with ferns and wildflowers, fountains, 
and breathtaking vistas. These diverse landscape features are a perfect blend of art and science with history and 
beauty. All of these features are unique. All have received unqualified and devoted care. 

The boxwood are central to the garden and this book . It is easy to fall under the charm of the multitude 
of ancient boxwood with their endless, diverse, unique, well-placed, and appealing nature. Indeed the box 
captivate and speak out to the reader, sharing their individu~lity in the landscape as the seasons pass by and are 
recorded with the turn of every page . 

Buxus - The Surreal Box-Trees is a delightful, enticing, 
even a powerful tale of reclaiming a history-rich 
landscape where Napoleon once walked, having used 
it as an observation point for the decisive battles of 
Solferino and San Martino. Here too, Henry Dunant was 
profoundly moved by this cruel spectacle, of more than 
40 ,000 dead and wounded, and worked to establish the 
International Red Cross. 
This book makes it easier to sleep at night, safe in the 
knowledge that these "surreal box-trees" are given 
such paternal care . It is so well-written, with the most 
thoughtful photographs ; it is as if the reader has actually 
strolled through and experienced this entire estate. 
Having read and reread this book, I have experienced 
these truly unique boxwood, which has forever enriched 
my life. 
While printed in two languages , with an Italian edition in 

1998 and an English edition in 1999, it is unfortunately an extremely difficult book to locate. Apparently, only a 
very limited number of copies were printed . But , to those who persevere and are successful in their search, they 
will be well rewarded with a unique, exciting and memorable boxwood book. 

lynn R. Batdorf 
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New ABS Board Member 

I am Bennett Saunders , part owner and managing 
partner in Saunders Bros., Inc. located in Piney 
River , Virginia. I work with my father and three 
brothers in this business . 

When I was a child of about 10 years old , my 
Dad encouraged us to plant boxwood cuttings into a 
small rooting bed beside his own in the small nursery 
that he was developing at the time . He told us that we 
should do this to help pay our way through college. 
I have many memories of the preparing , planting, 
watering , and caring of those cuttings . I was particularly 
impressed at seeing the root development after several 
months . Dad ended up financing my education, but 
those cuttings were eventually planted into 1 gallon 
pots and sold to K-Mart. The proceeds provided seed 
money for me to make a down payment on the home 
which I now live in. 

Our business now not only grows boxwood , 
but many other woody plants, trees, annuals, and 
perennials . While the nursery is our mainstay, our fruit 
farm is an integral part of our business. I have helped 
to manage the orchards in the 23 years which I have 
been working full-time in the business. 

My responsibilities with the business over these 
years have forced me into more and more office duties . 
However, I'd still prefer to spend my days in the fields 
evaluating peaches , apples , and ornamental plants . 

In the last five years, our business has made a 
focused effort to grow larger boxwood in the field . I 
have been an integral part of this effort. Our nursery is 
now growing about 25 different boxwood varieties, of 
which we offer at least 15 varieties in larger sizes of up 
to 5' . 

I look forward to serving the American Boxwood 
Society as one of its Directors. 
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Annual Giving Campaign 

Your generous support of our 2005 Inaugural Giving 
Campaign has made it a great success! With your 
support the ABS has raised over five-thousand five
hundred dollars . These funds are being used to 
continue our research , support the Memorial Garden 
and our publications . 

We are again asking for your support of the 2006 Giving 
Campaign . These donations will be used to further 
the goals of our Society and allow us to continue to 
devote our resources to the appreciation, scientific 
understanding and propagation of the genus Buxus L. 

Please consider giving to the American Boxwood 
Society! Thank you. 

A special thanks to all the individuals and firms that so 
generously supported our 2005 campaign! 

Ms. Marcia Anderson 
Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
Mr. Robert Bense 
Ms. Lucille H. Bogess 
Mr. John W. & Mrs . Leigh D. Boyd, III 
Bobtown Nursery 
Boxwood Garden 
Mr. Hal and Mrs . Vonnie Bullock 
Mrs. Joan C. Butler 
Mr. A. Crawford Cooley 
Mr. Reece and Jane Corey 
Mrs. Frances B. Devlin 

Mr. J. Kenneth Dowd Jr. 
Ms. Joan Erickson 
Mr. Jerry Faulring 
Ms. Andrea Filipone 
Dr. Henry and Mrs . Melinda Frierson, Jr. 
Mr. William E. Goode 
Mr. William E. Goode, Jr. 
Mr. K. Lee Hahn 
Mr. Warren G. Harding, III 
Mr. Robert and Sigrid Harriman 
Ms. Jean L. Holton 
Mr. Ross A. Hotchkiss 
Ms. Laurie Jamerson 
Ms. Deborah Kern 
Mr. Edgar R. Lafferty, III 
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Mr. William Lewis-Dreyfus 
Ms. Patricia Linkous 
Ms. Francis McGovern 
Mr. W. E. McRorie 
Mr. William Plumb 

Ms. Margaret Richardson 
Mrs. Fay T. Sanford 

Mrs. Norma J Schaub 
Mrs. Katherine Schott 
Mr. James F. Scott 
Dr. and Mrs. George E. Staehle 
Mr. Fairell G. Stewart, Jr. 
Lesley Stricker 
Mr. Harrison M. & Mrs. Joan S. Symmes 
Hon. Helen Marie Taylor 
Mrs. Roger C. Ward 
Mr. Walter Washington 
Ms. Kitty D. Weaver 
Mr. Clyde A. Weber 
Ms. Claire Weiss 
Mr. Emerson C. Winstead, Jr. 
Mrs. Joe Harris Woody 

ABS Spring Board Meeting -
May 19, 2006 

The spring meeting of the Board of Directors of the 
American Boxwood Society was held on May 10, 2006 at 
the Hampton Inn, Memphis, Tennessee. Following the 
recent resignations of former President Clyde Weber, 
former Executive Treasurer McHenry Stiff, and Editor 
Donna Williamson, those in attendance were: First Vice
PreSident, Dr. Henry F. Frierson, Jr., who presided at 
the meeting ; Second Vice-President W. Edward Goode, 
Jr .; International Registrar Lynn R. Batdorf; Directors 
John W. Boyd, III, Joan Butler; Walter S. Carell ; Andrea 
Filippone ; Kenneth Lee Hahn ; Clifford (Les) Hoffman; 
Ross A. Hotchkiss ; and Dr. Gary Richardson . 

Mrs. Edna Hoffman, the site coordinator for the 
Memphis Symposium spoke to the Board regarding the 
details of Friday's tour, including her own garden, that 
of Mr. & Mrs . Jack Sanford (notable for its boxwood 
cloud pruning), and of Mrs. Charlotte Mayfield, (who 
preformed on the piano). Guided tours would be 
provided of the Dixon Gardens, which would include 
a luncheon featuring a lecture by Ben Page, a noted 
landscape architect from Nashville. 

The Treasurer 's Report was presented by Eddie Goode, 
noting our financial status in a comprehensive three 
page report. 
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Membership Chairman Ross Hotchkiss noted that 
the April issue of The Boxwood Bulletin had been 
mailed promptly at the beginning of the month, but 
postal delivery had taken as much as four weeks to 
reach members . Ross Hotchkiss also reported on the 
success of the exhibit at the Maymont Flower Show in 
Richmond, Virginia in February 2006 . Further, Ross 
Hotchkiss proposed that Paul and Tatum Saunders be 
awarded Honorary Life ABS Membership in recognition 
for the contributions they have made to the Society. 
The proposal passed unanimously. 

Lee Hahn, Chairman of the Nominating Committee, 
announced the slate of Officers and Directors which 
would be presented at the Annual Business Meeting on 
Saturday, May 13. 

Gary Richardson reported on the U.S. National 
Arboretum Stakeholders meeting. With over 600,000 
visitors annually and a $12.8 million budget, funding 
is a critical issue. One proposed project is the large 
Chinese Garden ; partial support is expected from 
the Chinese government. The Friends of the National 
Arboretum is planning a capital drive to seek funding 
from corporations, associations and individual donors. 

John Boyd, publications distributor, displayed Boxwood 
Bulletins which were reprinted by a new reproduction 
process which provides a clear copy at a modest cost 
($4 each). Some back issues are out of print and others 
are nearly so. John Boyd recommended that 40 copies 
of the missing issues be printed. The recommendation 
was tabled until the September Board meeting . 

Respectfully submitted, 
Joan Butler, Secretary Pro Tern 

joan Butler is well-known to the ABS, serving the 
society in a variety of critical capacities over several 
decades. She is an honorary life member and has the 
distinction of being the only ABS Director with a life
long appointment. 
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Alumnae Boxwood Garden 
The back of the postcard states , "Salem College, Winston - Salem, N.C., reflects 
the charm of this historic woman's college founded in 1772 ." 
The Ektachrome photograph was by Jack Taylor, and it was published by Photo 
Center in Fayetteville , N.C. It was "Made direct from Kodachrome and Ansco 
Color by Dexter Press, Pearl River, N.Y ." 

Hope House and Boxwood Gardens, Easton, Md. 
It is a li nen postcard printed by Harry P. Cann Brothers Company in Baltimore, MD. 
It was pr inted prior to December 31, 1951 , as the postcard required a "one cent 
stamp," t he rate used fo r postcards in that era. 
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Future Annual Meetings 

2007 - Washington, DC 
2008 - Charlotte, NC 
2009 - Atlanta, GA 
2010 - Newark, OH 
2011 - Boyce, VA 

Annual Statement of Ownership, Management and Circulation 

1. Filing Date : September 28, 2006. 
2. Title of Publication : The Boxwood Bulletin 
3. Frequency of issue: Quarterly 
4. Complete mailing address of office of publication : 

P.O. Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620-0085 
5. Complete mailing address of the headquarters or general business: 

The American Boxwood Society, P.O. Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620-0085 
6. Names and addresses of Publisher, Editor and Managing Editor: 

Publisher: The American Boxwood Society, P.O. Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620-0085 
Editor: Publications Committee, The American Boxwood Society, P.O. Box 85, 

Boyce, VA 22620-0085 
Managing Editor: None. 

7. Owner: The American Boxwood Society, P.O. Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620-0085 
8. Known bondholders, mortgages, and other security holders owning or holding one 

percent or more of total amount of bonds, mortgages or other securities: None. 

The Boxwood Bulletin - October 2006 Page 59 



Publications: 
Boxwood : An Illustrated Encyclopedia 

$110/$99 member discount on one copy 

Boxwood Handbook (3rd Edition) $25.00 

Single issues of The BoxwoodBulletin-$5.00 

Indexes: 
The Boxwood Bulletin-1961-1986 $10 
The Boxwood Bulletin-1986-1991 $5 
The Boxwood Bulletin-1991-1996 $5 

Virginia residents add 5% saJe tax. 
Shipping and handling is $10 for Encyclopedia. 
Publications may be ordered from: 

ABS Treasurer 
POBox 85 

Boyce, VA 22620-0085 
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