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THE FRAGRANCE OF B O X W O O D 
Members of the American Boxwood Society were 

shocked and grieved to hear, only two weeks after 
the annual meeting, that Mrs. Neill Phillips, wife of 
the Society's President, had died after a heart attack, 
on May 25th in the Winchester, Virginia, hospital. 

Mrs. Phillips, often described as one of the most 
gracious and beautiful women in Washington, was 
prominent in literary, musical, artistic and political 
circles. She was especially noted for her interest in 
gardening, and was a director of the Garden Club 
of Virginia, a leader in their work for conservation 
and National Parks. 

A boxwood wreath was sent to express the sym
pathy of the American Boxwood Society. Admiral 
Phillips asked the family's thanks be conveyed to 
all members through the Bulletin, as follows: 

Friday May 27 

Dear Mrs. Carr, 

The boxwood wreath from The American Box
wood Society was beautiful — it was so handsome 
and so beautifully made; and was such an imagina
tive tribute to my dear wife. We placed it on her 
grave in Arlington Cemetery, where it will last a 
long time. 

I should be grateful if this letter were published 
in the next issue of our ABS Bulletin with the 
thanks of our family for the wreath — 

Neill Phillips 

THE BOXWOOD BULLETIN 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr., College of William and Mary, 
Williamsburg, Va. 

Prof. Albert S. Beecher, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, Blacksburg, Va. 
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Dr. Walter S. Flory, Jr., Wake Forest College, 

Winston-Salem, N. C. 
Dr. George H. M. Lawrence, Rachel McMasters 

Miller Hunt Botanical Library, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Dr. Conrad B. Link, University of Maryland, 

College Park, Md. 
Dr. Ralph W. Singleton, University of Virginia, 

Charlottesville, Va. 
Dr. Henry T. Skinner, U. S. National Arboretum, 

Washington, D. C. 

Elise Gibbs, author of "Gardening for Frag
rance", in the April 1966 number of WOMAN'S 
DAY, wrote in that article: "I remember the scent 
of boxwood, pricking the nose at noon and at night 
stirring the spirit to a kind of wildness. I used to 
think that it was only to the young that boxwood 
brought this sense of excitement. But recently, with 
sons taller than I am, I went back," (to Williams
burg, Virginia, where she had been a student at the 
College of William and Mary) "and at night walked 
the wondrous boxwood maze behind the Governor's 
Palace and felt the same surge of magical elation." 

THE OLDEST ORNAMENTAL ? 
When the late Churchill Newcomb proposed that 

The Boxwood Bulletin be described as "a quarterly 
devoted to man's oldest garden ornamental", I faceti
ously suggested to him that the apple rather than 
the boxwood might more appropriately be so desig
nated. In saying that, I had in mind the amusing 
paragraph reproduced below from the remarks of 
Professor William G. Farlow of Harvard University 
upon the occasion of the twenty-fifth anniversary 
celebration of the Missouri Botanical Garden held in 
St. Louis in October, 1914. The proceeding of that 
celebration were published the following year in 
volume II of the Annals of the Missouri Botanical 
Garden. 

"The first Garden on record, I believe, was the 
Garden of Eden. That garden unfortunately was 
obliged to be closed to the general public only a 
short time after it was opened. But we learn some 
lessons even from the Garden of Eden. In the first 
place, do not mix zoology and botany. The Garden 
of Eden was not purely a botanical garden. You 
know what the snake did and will always do in bo
tanical gardens. There is another curious thing about 
the Garden of Eden. It is the only garden I ever 
heard of from which people were excluded because 
they had just begun to learn something, and it seems 
to be exceedingly cruel that they should have been 
turned out into a cold world merely because they 
knew something." 

. . . J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 

FIVE-YEAR INDEX BEING MADE 
The October issue of the Boxwood Bulletin will 

contain a cumulative index of the issues of the first 
five years of publication. Mr. H. T. Woodland of 
Middleburg, Virginia, responded generously to the 
Editor's plea at the Annual Meeting, for someone 
who would volunteer for this exacting and essential 
task. The index will add tremendously to the useful
ness and value of your file of the Bulletin. The 
Editor is most grateful to Mr. Woodland for his help. 
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A G A R D E N O F T O P I A R Y B O X 

AT BECKLEY PARK IN E N G L A N D 

Photographed and described by the owner, Mr. Basil Feilding. 

Admiral Phillips, a skilled and devoted topiarist, 
visited English gardens in 1963, and was particularly 
struck by the boxwood topiary at Beckley Park, the 
home of Mr. Basil Feilding, situated a little north
east of Oxford. Later, on hearing that English gar
deners were complaining of damage to box by slugs 
and snails, and abandoning it in favor of yew and 
hollies (see Mr. Lanning Roper's article in the April 
Bulletin); the luxuriant size and splendid condition 
of the Beckley Park boxwood seemed in retrospect 
exceptionally notable. 

A letter from Admiral Phillips to Mr. Feilding, 
asking in behalf of the Bulletin for pictures and in
formation, specified such points of interest to box
wood growers as age; size of plants when set out; 
botanical variety or varieties; schedule of clipping, 
spraying and feeding; and any particularly inimical 
diseases or pests. Mr. Feilding very kindly responded 
with photographs and these brief but information-
packed notes: 

"The box was planted by my father Percy Feild
ing in 1921, which turned out to be an exceptionally 
dry year, which caused him anxiety; but as far as 
I can remember there were few casualities. I pre
sume the planting was dne in the spring. The soil is 
rich clay and I think the plants were about 18" high. 

I took various sprigs of slightly differing box to 
the botanical garden in Oxford the other day and 
was told that they were varieties of sempervirens 
and one example of Balearica, which has a larger 
leaf and is more blue in color. 

The plants are clipped once a year any time be
tween May and early frosts at the end of September. 
We have never sprayed them against disease, nor 
manured or nourished them in any way. We have 
fairly severe winters of fifteen degrees frost which 
recently killed fig trees and an ilex and bay-laurel 
but had no effect on the box trees. 
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Below: diamond-shaped box garden with high yew 
surround; the box edgings are 2' high and 14" wide, 
about 5' long between pyramids. 

Above: the firm horizontal of a trimly-cut hedge 
and the sharply-defined shapes of clipped cones and 
pyramids contrast with luxurious natural foliage 
above. 



The shaping of the box is best shown by the 
photos which I am sending. I cannot remember when 
it was first clipped, but think it was 2 or 3 years 
after planting. The hedges have become rather high 
and broad now. but a friend who shaped the yew 
trees halved some of the hedges after the war, when 
they had been neglected, to make them narrower, 
which they did not seem to mind a bit. I think it is 
important, however, not to cut all the leaves off. Our 
problem, and I suppose everybody's is to keep them 
within bounds, once arrived at the required shape 
and size. Ideally they should be clipped twice a year, 
but ours are sometimes missed for a whole year. We 
cut off all the new growth and when too big, cut all 
green off to the required size, but not all round at 
the same time. 

We have had no boxwood diseases, and the keep
er of the Oxford botanical gardens had not heard 
of them." 

Mr. Feilding's third and fifth paragraphs must 
fill the hearts of American box growers with envy. 
It would seem that Oxfordshire is exempt from the 
troubles which have been plaguing box gardens in 
the south of England. 

The topiary at Beckley Park is shaped in the 
"mathematical" style which came into vogue in Eng
land about 1700, when gardens as well as houses re
placed ornateness with classical symmetry. Topiary 
figures of men, animals and ships in full sail became 
old-fashioned; and instead, trees and shrubs were 
clipped into obelisks, spheres and pyramids of green. 
Rows of slender trees, trimmed to pole-like stems 
each topped by a large round ball, were very fash
ionable. Often they were planted as they are today 
in boxes and tubs, to be moved into changing posi
tions along walks or terraces. 

Addison, in the Spectator, did not fail to com
ment on this popular fad. "Our British Gardeners, 
instead of humouring Nature, love to deviate from 
it as much as possible. Our Trees rise in Cones, 
Globes and Pyramids. We see the mark of Scissors 
upon every plant and bush." 

Nevertheless, devotees of topiary can put for
ward such examples as Beckley Park as justification 
of its continued existence and favor in our gardens. 
It is architectural in quality, linking the house and 
garden; skillfully used, it can enhance the garden 
design with solid bulk and firm line unobtainable 
with the loose softness of natural growth. There is 
much to be said for, against and about topiary; and 
we hope soon to give our readers a complete discus
sion of the subject. 

Above: at the back of the house, 
a hedge is indented like a castle 
battlement; on the right, a cone, 
ball and cube. 

Left: boxwood in varied shapes 
edges a flagstone walk in back of 
the house. 
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Pruning Will Strengthen 
Mature Boxwood Plants 

By Tom Stevenson 

"The Garden Counselor" 

The poor condition of much of the boxwood in 
Virginia is due to a lack of thinning over the years, 
according to Albert S. Beecher, extension horticul
turist at Virginia Polytechnic Institute. 

To grow healthy, strong boxwood, it is impartant 
to know how to prune it, he said. The center portion 
must receive air and light, or it will die back and 
the stems will become weak. 

Once a year boxwood should be thinned by re
moving with pruning shears some of the branches 
in the upper portion of the plant. Height can be con
trolled by shortening the branches in the upper 
portion. A plant thinned properly over the years has 
green leaves all the way up the stem. 

The thinning can be done any time the weather 
is suitable for working outdoors, and is one of the 
major factors in growing healthy boxwood. Other
wise, stems will be weak and more susceptible to 
breakage by snow and ice. Boxwood clipped year 
after year to control size or shape, but not thinned, 
will eventually be weakened. 

Neglected boxwood which have not been thinned 
for several years can often be rejuvenated by thin
ning and cutting back a good deal of the top. Drastic 
cutting back of plants in a weakened condition be
cause of winter injury is beneficial. Heavy pruning 
should be done in early spring. 

;Jt ^fi jje * :Jt i(e 

Many boxwood die because they are improperly 
planted. Mistakes in planting and after-care which 
may cause plants to weaken or die are: 

1. Planting too deep. 
2. Planting large balled and burlapped plants on 

filled soil which allows the plant to settle. 
3. Failure to cut back some top growth of non-

nursery grown plants that have not been root-
pruned to reduce top growth. This compensates 
for damage done to the root system in trans
planting. 

4. Fertilizer coming in contact with roots. 
5. Failure to water sufficiently during the year 

after planting. 
6. Overwatering poorly drained soil or soil where 

large amounts of peat or manure are used with 
filled soil. 

7. Failure to mulch. 
8. Excessive mulching. 

# * # % * :]( 

Boxwood grows in full sunlight and will survive 
in heavy shade if it is planted in a suitable soil and 
proper cultural practices are followed. 

Avoid planting boxwood in soils that remain too 
wet, tend to bake or crack or are too heavy. Soil 
filled from the cellar excavation is often not suitable 
for boxwood, especially if there is only a light layer 
of topsoil. 

Boxwood planted in. full sun light in a soil that 
does not hold sufficient moisture during dry and 
windy periods in late fall or winter may have its 
foliage injured. On plants located where they are 
exposed to the morning sun in winter, leaves may 
turn reddish-brown or yellow because they are sub
ject to rapid thawing. 

The ideal soil is fairly stiff clay, well supplied 
with organic material. Light friable soil generally 
doesn't have a sufficient moisture holding capacity, 
and too heavy clay tends to bake or crack or lacks 
good drainage. 

Boxwood are rather indifferent to soil pH. If suf
ficient humus is present and the texture is suitable, 
boxwood plants will grow in an acid, neutral, or 
alkaline soil. 

* * * * * * 

It is not necessary to fertilize boxwood growing 
in suitable soil with sufficient organic matter every 
year. Appearance is a good indication as to whether 
plant food is needed. If plants not recently fed have 
off-color foliage and weak stems they need fertilizer. 

For established plants needing fertilizer, mix 6-
10-4 with equal parts of rotted sawdust or peat moss 
and place in holes drilled at the outer foliage line. 
Depending on the size of the plant, holes vary from 
8 to 15 inches deep. Placing the fertilizer in holes 
encourages the roots to be deep feeders. 

Reprinted by permission from The 
Washington Post of Saturday,.May 21, 
1966. 
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THE MAIL BOX 
THE WILLOWWOOD ARBORETUM 

HACKLEBARNEY ROAD 
GLADSTONE, NEW JERSEY 

The American Boxwood Society June 8, 1966 
Box 127, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

Gentlemen: 
It is not considerate to delay my membership 

renewal longer, in the hope and anticipation of look
ing up notes of several years ago and writing a more 
careful letter. This is something in the nature of a 
temporary expedient, and it is scarcely worth pas
sing on to Mrs. Whiting, Editor of the Bulletin, I 
am afraid. 

Practically every issue of the Bulletin contains 
some notes which challenge or stimulate comment, 
and I can not begin to tell you how many times these 
are held out of the file with the plan of writing 
"within a day or two". The January 1966 issue (Vol
ume 5, Number 3) did bring all these intentions into 
focus again, and it is in front of me now. Clearly, 
you can not label the plants beautifully pictured in 
the Lake Forest garden on pages 42 and 43 as the 
same entry captioned Buxus microphylla var. korea
na grown by Mr. J. B. Brouwers, on page 41 of the 
same issue! 

Dr. Baldwin's note accompanying the illustration 
of the Brouwers plant is most pertinent in its first 
paragraph. This plant, with its obviously lax, dense 
growth like a low cushion, is very generally mis
labelled in nurseries and gardens. It is always propa
gated by vegetative means, apparently, and it does 
not agree with the E. H. Wilson introductions to the 
Arnold Arboretum in 1919 on which the botanical 
variety koreana is based or to which it corresponds 
(I note that Nakai first used the name which Rehder 
authenticated in 1926). On the other hand, the Lake 
Forest "fluted border" is quite probably made up of 
plants representing the botanical variety koreana, 
which was quite widely disseminated by Chester 
Wedrick of Flora Nova Gardens, Simcoe, Ontario, 
and perhaps by other growers after the 1930's. Mr. 
Wedrick received a gift of many 2- to 5- year seed
lings from a friend in Korea in 1926, and their pro
geny have made many specimens of various habits 
ranging to 8 feet in height, perhaps even higher by 
this time. 

It is my conviction that the plant pictured on 
page 41, so well grown by Mr. Brouwers, is the clone 
'Tide Hill', recorded in the Society's own check list. 
It is unfortunate indeed that this mistakenly passes 
as the variety koreana, but we all know how diffi
cult it is to correct mistakes in names. 

Sincerely, 
Benjamin Blackburn 

"What is microphylla koreana?" seems to be as 
debatable a question as the perennial "What is suf-
jruticosa?". The editor did not fail to note the con

tradiction between successive pages in the January 
issue; but the Boxwood Bulletin is a jorum jor the 
exchange of opinions and experiences, and not a 
court of final decisions. The articles were printed as 
sent in, not without a hope that readers would react 
exactly as Dr. Blackburn has done. 

Further discussion might help to clear up this 
confusion and lead to agreement on standard names 
for different types of box. It would certainly help 
gardeners, when planting new rows of boxwood, to 
know in advance whether at the end of five or ten 
years one would have a five-foot hedge or an eigh
teen inch border. Meanwhile, the confusion points 
up the difficulties as well as the desirability of 
establishing a standardized system of nomenclature 
for boxwood. 

BOXWOOD EXHIBIT HIT OF HERB SOCIETY'S 
ANNUAL MEETING 

At the exhibit held at the 32nd annual meeting 
of the Herb Society of America, in Philadelphia, 
May 17-19, the Greater Washington, D. C , Unit's 
presentation was "Genus Buxus (Boxwood)." This 
was the largest and best educational exhibit in the 
show. It was planned and prepared by Mrs. Nannette 
M. Strayer of Arlington, Virginia, an honorary mem
ber of the Greater Washington, D. C , Unit and also 
of the Member-at-Large Unit of the Herb Society 
of America. Mrs. Strayer has been a member of the 
Society for over twenty years and is a well-known 
writer and lecturer on herbs. 

The exhibit included nine illustration boards, 
20x30 inches, on which were mounted large photo
graphs of American and English boxwood gardens, 
showing parterres, mazes, borders and topiary. The 
center illustration was a colored photograph of the 
President's Garden at the White House, featuring 
the microphylla "Green Pillow". There were also 
detail photographs of numerous species and varieties 
of Buxus. Under each photograph was a short his
tory of the house and garden, or information about 
the plants. 

In front of the illustration boards were living 
box plants in pots. Mr. Henry Hohman had sent some 
of his rarities, Mr. Clark Crabill supplied slips from 
the collection at Blandy, and Mount Vernon gave 
some large potted plants grown from box originally 
planted by George Washington. 

Mrs. Strayer wrote a little brochure on boxwood, 
which was distributed to Herb Society members as 
a souvenir of the meeting. She has kindly consented 
to its publication in the Bulletin. 
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BOXWOOD 

- Mans Oldest Garden Ornamental 
By Nannette M. Strayer 

"The glory of Lebanon shall come unto 
thee, the fig tree, the pine tree, and the Box 
together, to beautify the place of my sanctuary." 

Isaiah 60:13 

Biblical authorities agree, the above reference 
to Boxwood applies to Buxus longifolia, the tree box. 
This hardy evergreen is found particularly in Leba
non. The tree rarely grows over twenty feet high. 
The hardness of the wood, very white and finely 
grained, takes a fine polish. Industrially it was much 
used in making shuttles, spoons, combs, wood carv
ing and for mathematical instruments. 

In ancient times it was used for writing tablets, 
these were covered with wax and a pointed stylus, 
made of iron, was used for writing. The Romans 
cultivated it for its hard wood, which they inlaid 
with ivory for cabinet work and jewel caskets. The 
texture is very tough and little apt to split. 

In days of therapeutic superstition, various parts 
of the plants were employed in rheumatism, malarial 
fevers and epilepsy, but like many of the old reme
dies, these have long ago been replaced by other 
drugs. The leaves of certain varieties, if taken in
ternally are poisonous, acting as an emetic and 
purgative. 

Boxwood is a native of East Asia, North Africa, 
Southern Europe and in some parts of West India 
and Central America. It is not a native of England, 
although Buxus sempervirens suffruticosa is often 
referred to as "English Box." It was introduced into 
England by the Romans. The climate, soil and the 
fact that the low growing Buxus sempervirens 
suffruticosa was the ideal border plant for their 
formal gardens, especially of the Tudor, Stuart and 
Georgian dynasties, and was. so extensively and uni
versally grown, it was commonly given the vernacu
lar "Old English Box." Buxus sempervirens suffruti
cosa is a low growing plant having an annual twig 
increase of not over IV2 inclies, and a mature height 
of ten feet, which will likely take somewhat over a 
century to attain. To go back to the "Father of Bot
any," Linnaeus mentions but a single species of 
Buxus, under which he lists two varieties, Buxus 
sempervirens arborescens, the tree Box and Buxus 
sempervirens suffruticosa, a low growing plant with 
roundish leaves. However, to date, several thousands 
of varieties of the species sempervirens have been 
grown. 

For the Greater Washington, D. C. Unit of the 
Herb Society of America 

The genus Buxus, being an evergreen, is like the 
Myrtle (Myrtus communis) a symbol of enduring 
life and immortality. In the long ago, when plants 
were used for their symbolism, Boxwood was plant
ed in cemeteries. Rosemary Cotes tells us that in 
Northern England, when there is a funeral, a basket 
full of little sprigs of the tree, is placed at the en
trance of the house, from which the coffin is taken 
up and every mourner takes a sprig which he after
wards, casts into the grave. Much like the Rosemary 
herb of remembrance and friendship, whose sprays 
are thrown into the grave of a member of a fraternal 
order. In Turkey it is customary to plant a little 
box tree at the head of a grave. On Candlemas Day 
the Christmas decorations were replaced by Box
wood. Herrick wrote: "Instead of Holly now upraise 
the greener Box for show." 

Is it any wonder with these deeply rooted re
ligious customs, that our Colonist brought with them 
to America the'Boxwood? Historic records show that 
the earliest introduction to America was by Nathan
iel Sylvester in 1652. He founded a manor on Long 
Island and surrounded the plantation with Boxwood. 
It is to Virginia and Maryland where every Colonial 
garden had its quota of Boxwood. Not only the ex
tensive plantations but Boxwood then and even to
day, may be found in the smallest gardens of town 
and country. 

I was once asked when walking with a friend, 
through a Boxwood garden, "What do you think of 
Boxwood?" I replied: "I think it is the aristocrat of 
any garden." A single piece of Boxwood can make 
a definite contribution to a garden, as an old master
piece in furnishing a room. 

Its fragrance is elusive, some describe it as 
"Foxy." Yet to others it is sensuous, to me it is most
ly pervasive, especially after a shower, for it is then 
it casts its delicate perfume of flowers and leaves. 

At the Cathedral of St. Peter and St. Paul in 
Washington, are huge specimens of Boxwood, sev
eral hundred years old. They were taken from ruin
ed historic estates in Virginia and Maryland. From 
Ellerslie, a ruined manor house, at Little Washing
ton, Virginia, built in 1814, by James Jett (a descen
dant of Lord Calvert), seven hundred feet of Box
wood were transplanted. It was shipped in eleven 
carloads by freight. Not a single piece was lost. To
day each piece is intensively individual, molded by 
no human hand. 
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The Boxwood in the Cathedral Garth is all of 
ancient lineage. It is surprising, amazing, almost 
bewildering, for one finds, in walking through the 
garden, more and more of it. You never lose sight of 
it or the scent of it. You fall under its spell of 
beauty. Here too, is one of the finest species of 
Buxus sempervirens suffruticosa that may be found 
anywhere. This memorial, to the late Bishop Hard
ing, was obtained from a farm in Damascus, Mary
land, whose owner sold it because he wished to build 
in its place a pig sty. Considered by an expert to be 
the finest piece of suffruticosa ever seen, he offered 
$2,000 for it. It must have been brought over from 
England by the original settler. It now is indeed 
worthy the setting of a great Cathedral. 

Our Colonists bequeathed a great legacy to us 
when they lanscaped Monticello, Stratford, Wake
field, Mt. Vernon, Gunston Hall and Morven Park. 
What would they be without their Boxwood. 

The interest in Boxwood will never die. Today 
there are more restorations of historic American 
shrines and their Boxwood gardens. More nurseries 
are specializing in Topiary work and growing more 
varieties of Buxus. There are about thirty species 
from which have been grown several thousands of 
varieties, clones and cultivars. 

Then too, there has been organized the 'Ameri
can Boxwood Society' which issues a quarterly bul
letin, devoted entirely to research, classification and 
identification of this, the aristocrat of "Man's Oldest 
Garden Ornamental." 

Tree Box (arborescens) at Tedington in Tidewater, Virginia — hoary-
headed survivors of what was once said to be the finest box gardens in 
Virginia. 
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Boxwood At Tedington 
By J . T. Baldwin, Jr. 

U. P. Hedrick in his excellent book, A History of 
Horticulture in America to 1860 (Oxford University 
Press, New York, 1950), wrote as follows, p. 288: 

"For twenty years before the Civil War, Teding
ton on the lower James was considered one of the 
finest-kept properties in Virginia. It is an old place, 
which first came to notice when acquired by Captain 
Philip Lightfoot about 1700. The first manor house 
was built in 1717 and from then on it became noted 

for its lawn and gardens, especially for its box 
hedges and box trees, which are said to have been 
the finest in Virginia. Tedington, however, did not 
reach its highest estate until about 1850, when Col
onel Richard Baylor became the owner. The place 
then consisted of 5000 acres with a frontage of three 
miles on the James. The grounds are pictured as hav
ing been perfectly cared for by slaves, and to have 
had many foreign as well as native trees and shrubs. 
The orchard and vegetable garden were of the best." 

9 



The house and outbuildings are gone. The gar
dens and orchards are gone. Only some tree boxes 
remain. Magnificant specimens are around the un
cared-for cemetery of the Lightfoot family — over 
thirty feet tall and an estimated one hundred fifty 
years old. (The earliest discernible death date on 
the tombs is 1727.) Twenty-four tree boxes are in a 
row that likely formed a garden boundary: each of 

them is overgrown by wistaria; all of them are 
readily available to livestock of various sorts. It is 
all very haunting and very sad. 

The four photographs reproduced here and taken 
in January 1966 by Arthur N. Sawyers of Colonial 
Williamsburg give a good idea of the present con
dition of the tree box (Buxus sempervirens var. 
arborescens). 

Preceding page.the cemetery box at Tedington, in A tangle of bare wistaria and dead branches gives 
a different view from that on the cover; the fence the old box an uncanny resemblance to gesturing 
has protected these trees somewhat and they are witches; but they are still alive, in spite of every-
the best-preserved, about thirty feet high. thing. 
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SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF THE 

AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

The Annual Meeting was held this year on May 
11th, at the Blandy Experimental Farm near the 
small town of Boyce, Virginia. 

Registration was scheduled to start at 10 A.M., 
but many were there earlier to tour the Farm, which 
includes the Orland E. White Arboretum. 

At 11 A.M., the meeting was called to order by 
the President, Rear Admiral Neill Phillips. As the 
Minutes of the May 1965 meeting had been publish
ed in full in July 1965 issue of the Society's quarter
ly, The Boxwood Bulletin, a motion was made, se
conded and passed that the Minutes of that meeting 
not be read. 

The Treasurer, Mrs. Clay B. Carr, gave the fol
lowing report: 

Mrs. Edgar M. Whiting, Editor of The Boxwood 
Bulletin, reported on her experiences in gathering 
material for the Bulletin. She requested the writing 
and presenting for publication of more scientific 
articles from those qualified. Also the need for ex
periences in rooting, spraying and general care of 
boxwood. It was explained that the experiences of 
one member in a particular area may differ some
what from those of a member in another area, as we 
have members from Canada to Florida, and from 
Long Island to California; and everywhere there are 
those looking for information which will help them 
care for their boxwood. 

As there is some interest in the registration of 
new box varieties Mrs. Whiting asked that someone 
contribute an informed article on the processes of 
such registration. 

TREASURER'S REPORT — ANNUAL MEETING 
MAY 11, 1966 

Balance on hand as of April 30, 1966 
(Bank of Clarke County) $1,784.92 

R e c e i p t s : 
Life membership $ 100.00 
Sustaining 225.00 
Contributing 330.00 
Regular 1,191.00 $1,846.00 

Separate Bulletins 
Lists (Wagenknecht) 
Lunches (Annual Meeting) 

50.50 
73.90 

134.00 $2,104.40 

D i s b u r s e m e n t s : . 
The Boxwood Bulletin 

Printing, photos and plates, 
mailing $1,486.07 

Copyrights 20.00 $1,506.07 

Office Expense 
Envelopes, luncheon cards 

postage, etc. $ 71.28 
Address plate changes 4.50 

Dues Refund 
Reprints — Dr. Wagenknecht list 
Luncheon —\l965 meeting 

Duff's Restaurant $ 127.50 
Coffee, cream, etc. 5.06 
Refunds 7.50 

$3,889.32 

75.78 

1.00 
44.50 

140.06 $1,767.41 

Balance in bank of April 30, 1966 (Clarke County) $2,121.91 

Kew members 58 
Dropped 73 

The report was accepted as read. 

The President expressed great appreciation for 
the excellent work Mrs. Whiting has accomplished 
in the editing of the Bulletin, pointing out that there 
is no remuneration to any person connected with the 
Society, and that all time and effort is given because 
of interest in the accomplishments of the Society. 
The membership present expressed its deep appreci
ation of Mrs. Whiting's work. 

The President thanked Mr. John Mitchell and 
Mrs. Thomas N. DeLashmutt, who are retiring mem
bers of the Board of Directors. 

Mrs. William C. Seipp, Chairman of the Nomi
nating Committee, presented the following slate of 
officers: 

President, Rear Adm. Neill Phillips, U.S.N., Ret. 
First Vice Pres., Mr. John Mitchell 
Second Vice Pres., Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Mrs. Clay B. Carr 

There being no nominations from the floor, the 
slate was accepted as presented by the Nominating 
Committee. 

As it was necessary to replace the two retiring 
members of the Board of Directors, the following 
were nominated and elected to those offices: Mrs. 
Edgar M. Whiting and Dr. W. Ralph Singleton. 

The Executive Committee will consist of the 
President, Admiral Neill Phillips; the Secretary-
Treasurer, Mrs. Clay B. Carr and Mrs. Edgar M. 
Whiting, Mr. John Mitchell and Dr. W. Ralph 
Singleton. 

The meeting was adjourned for luncheon, to be 
reconvened at 1:30 P.M. 
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AFTERNOON SESSION 
During the luncheon period, a committee ap

pointed by the President drafted a resolution arising 
out of a discussion of the uncertain future of Blandy 
Farm, and reported back to the Society as the mem
bers reassembled in the Library. After some further 
discussion, the resolution was unanimously adopted 
by the Boxwood Society. It was addressed to Mr. J. 
Sloan Kuykendall, chairman of the recently- ap
pointed committee on Blandy Farm, for the Board 
of Visitors of the University of Virginia. A letter to 
him from Admiral Phillips reads: 

"Dear Mr. Kuykendall: 
The following resolution was passed by the 

American Boxwood Society at its 1966 Annual Meet
ing at Blandy Farm on May 11: 

RESOLVED, that we as members of the Ameri
can Boxwood Society greatly appreciate the privi
lege of having headquarters at the Blandy Experi
mental Farm, and especially because thereby we 
have come to know what this institution has accom
plished. We accordingly request that the evolving 
programs that have operated in the past be continu
ed. We as citizens of the community ask this. 

Yours sincerely, 
Neil Phillips, President" 

Copies were also sent to the Governor of Vir
ginia, to Senator Harry F. Byrd, Jr., and to Dr. Ed
gar F. Shannon, President of the University of Vir
ginia. 

(The present situation of Blandy Experimental 
Farm is also considered under "Blandy News", else
where in this issue of the Bulletin). 

THE FORMAL PROGRAM 

Admiral Phillips then introduced the speakers 
of the afternoon: 

DR. RALPH SINGLETON gave a brief descrip
tion of his work at Kasetsart University in Bangkok, 
Thailand, from August 1964 to July 1965, develop
ing the use of radioactive isotopes in agriculture 
and training Thai scientists to carry on this work, 
particularly in rice breeding. Dr. Singleton also 
showed pictures of Thailand, especially the unusual 
topiary at Hua Hin, where tree-sized plants are 
shaped into camels, deer and elephants larger than 
life. One elephant straddles a gateway, and auto
mobiles drive in between the legs. 

Dr. Singleton told of the work he expects to do 
for the Accokeek Foundation at the National Colon
ial Farm which is under development on the banks 
of the Potomac opposite Mount Vernon. He is to be 
the Director of the project, which will preserve the 
area for its historic scenic values and the greater 
understanding of Colonial life and the economic 
botany of the period. It will be a typical working 
farm of that time, and will of course have its box
wood plantings in the garden. 

DR. J. T. BALDWIN, JR. began his talk with 
some thoughts on the desirability of getting useful 
but little-known garden plants into common use. 
Many rare plants have been introduced before, but 
failed to attract wide attention; we should try to 
re-introduce them and get them into the hands of 
home gardeners. As an example Dr. Baldwin show
ed a red sedum planted at Blandy Farm years ago 
and still not on the market, though it has excellent 
qualities of growth and hardiness. He spoke of a 
fastigiate peach found in Mecklenburg County, 
Virginia, which is now being grafted in a nursery 
and will be put on the market as an ornamental. 

Dr. Baldwin showed slides of rare boxwood 
plants: a columnar box from an old plant in Wil
liamsburg cemetery; a box called "Memorial", more 
billowy than ordinary suffruticosa; Hohman's 
"Green Pillow", his B. sempervirens pendula and 
B. compacta, all at Williamsburg. He closed with 
slides and a description of the very old, neglected 
box at "Tedington" on the James River. 

MR. ALDEN EATON, Director of Landscape 
Construction and Maintenance at Colonial Williams
burg, spoke on experiences there with boxwood 
during the past year. 

In one garden the box was off condition more 
than a year ago. The soil had to be changed and the 
garden sprayed and fertilized; and still it was neces
sary to change thirty or forty plants the following 
season. Mr. Eaton thinks perhaps they had too much 
attention. 

On the whole, the past year at Williamsburg has 
been a good one for box. An entensive foliar feeding 
program as well as ground feeding was carried out 
last summer. Box growing in competition with other 
trees has not been doing too well. In the face of the 
continued drought, as much watering as possible was 
done, Wilt-Pruf was used in early December, and the 
result is good; the box looks as well as it ever has. 

The drought and extreme cold killed the common 
bayberry or wax myrtle at Williamsburg, 500 plants, 
some of them ten feet high, have to be replaced. 
There was little snow damage; two good snows, but 
only once was it necessary to go out and clear off 
the snow from the plants. Beginning in early March, 
pruning was done, the box cleaned out inside and 
dead wood removed. A dormant lime sulphur spray 
was used (Mr. Eaton warned against using it near 
painted surfaces). This spring the box is showing 
growth of four to five inches. 

Large box (twenty to twenty-five feet) in the 
Palace Gardens had been going backward. Ten were 
replaced and the rest cut back four to five feet. It is 
possible that an extensive drainage system under the 
garden may have dried out some spots too much. 

Of one hundred and fifty accent boxwoods in the 
panels of the main ballroom garden, fifty had gotten 
too big and were replaced with smaller ones. The 
hedges outlining the diamond-shaped beds wen 
sheared back hard. Unfortunately a TV film was 
made soon after this, and the dwarf box looked bad 
in the showing. In what is known as the boxwood 
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garden — all dwarf boxwood — the yaupon hollies, 
planted fifteen to eighteen years ago to give shade, 
had become overgrown and there was not enough 
light. These have been pruned, and the box will be 
watched, watered and carefully pruned. Mr. Eaton 
suggested locust trees or any of the pea family for 
light shade and to add nitrogen to the soil. 

Mr. Eaton closed with an account of the work on 
the "Carter's Grove" box, which had been found to 
have a serious and extensive infestation of box leaf 
miner when taken over by Colonial Williamsburg. 
The box was all cut way back, cleaned inside, given 
lime sulphur and malathion sprays at the proper 
times; and Mr. Eaton says that in a careful inspec
tion this spring, no box leaf miners were found. 

A question was asked on nematodes. Mr. Eaton 
thinks that if you can keep box healthy — fed, 
watered, dead wood taken out — that is the best 
prevention. He mentioned the work being done at 
Beltsville, Maryland, on nematode prevention and 
cure, and reminded Virginia members to send their 
soil for testing to V. P. I. He mentioned several 
nematicides and suggested fumigating the soil with 
methobromide before planting a new garden. He 
warned that planting must be delayed three to thirty 
days after fumigating; check the directions. 

Suggested fertilizers for boxwood: 6-10-4, 20-20-
20, or 21-19-17. Do heavy pruning just before new 
growth starts, beginning about the first of March, 
then use concentrated lime sulphur. In summer 
spray when needed for mites — even plain hose 
water helps. Use malathion for psyllid, in the spring. 

MR. WADE E. MULDOON added an unscheduled 
and interesting note with slide pictures of a large old 
weeping box growing in front of a business building 
in Cameron Street in Winchester. This rare speci
men, which must be at least a hundred years old to 
have attained its present height, has gone unnoticed 
or regarded as an ordinary tree until recently. The 
heightened interest in and knowledge of boxwood — 
we think, stimulated by the American Boxwood 
Society — has called attention to it, and suggested 
plans for future protection of this living antique. 

MR. CLARK CRABILL had arranged an exhibit 
of twenty-six varieties of box, all given to the So
ciety by Mr. Henry Hohman of the Kingsville Nur
series. These were shown all day in the courtyard, 
and tours were taken to boxwood plantings in the 
Arboretum. Mr. Crabill, as usual, gave a delightful 
souvenir to those attending, a rooted cutting of B. 
sempervirens angustifolia, the narrow-leaved box. 

It was with the greatest regret that the Society 
heard Mr. Crabill announce his resignation as Acting 
Head of the Orland E. White Arboretum at Blandy, 
and his move to Burlington, North Carolina, to join 
the Botany Department of the Carolina Biological 
Supply Company. 

After adjournment, most of the members accept
ed the kind^invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Frank Chris
topher to visit the beautiful gardens of "Carter Hall" 
at Millwood, which are presided over by Mr. Wade 
Muldoon. 

BLANDY NEWS 
MR. CRABILL'S DEPARTURE FROM 

WHITE ARBORETUM REGRETTED BY ABS 

Mr. Clark C. Crabill, formerly Acting Head of 
the Orland E. White Arboretum at Blandy Experi
mental Farm, resigned that position in June to join 
the Botany Department of the Carolina Biological 
Supply Company, Burlington, North Carolina. 

Mr. Crabill had been at Blandy for six and a half 
years, acting head of the White Arboretum for the 
last two. Besides his unremitting care of the fine 
collection of trees and plants, he carried on an ex
change of plants and information with other horti
cultural institutions and experts; was a patient, 
courteous and knowledgeable guide for hundreds 
of visitors; and always willing to give his time and 
know-how as an advisor to troubled gardeners in 
the nearby areas. He will be widely missed. 

The American Boxwood Society has repeatedly 
been indebted to Mr. Crabill for his continual assis
tance in all the work of the Society. He has helped 
arrange the annual meetings, answered the many 
questions sent in to the Society by mail, prepared 
the Society's boxwood exhibits sent to state and 
local garden club meetings, often spoken on box
wood to garden clubs, or taken them on tours of the 
Arboretum plantings. He has always been of infinite 
help to the Bulletin. 

More than this, Mr. Crabill has preserved and 
enlarged the Society's potentially most valuable 
possession, the collection of boxwood species and 
varieties which was begun at the first formative 
meeting of ABS by the gifts of thirty-three potted 
boxwood plants, from the Arnold Arboretum, the 
National Arboretum, and Mr. Henry Hohman. These 
plants have been kept in the greenhouse at the 
Orland E. White Arboretum, under the care of Dr. 
Flory and Mr. Crabill, and increased by gifts and 
by propagation of additional rare types. 

Before leaving Blandy Farm, Mr. Crabill planted 
the Society's collection in nursery rows in an area 
near the Arboretum's greenhouse. Varieties such as 
Wallichiana and Balearica, not winter-hardy in this 
climate, have been left in their pots to be moved into 
the greenhouse again before winter. Mr. Crabill also 
made a complete list of all the plants, with the B.E.F. 
accession numbers (from which the origin may be 
traced, if needed); and this record of the collection 
at the end of its fifth year is printed in full in this 
issue of the Bulletin. 

Mr. Crabill wrote Admiral Phillips that he had 
enjoyed working with the Boxwood Society, with 
the Admiral as President, and with Mrs. Carr, Mrs. 
Whiting, and all other members with whom he had 
had contacts; and that he would be happy to con
tinue to help in any way that he could. The Ameri
can Boxwood Society in its turn thanks Mr. Crabill 
for all the excellent work he has done for and with 
the Society, regrets most sincerely his departure 
from Blandy, and wishes him all success in his new 
field. 
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BLANDY NEWS 
BOXWOOD SOCIETY CONCERNED ABOUT 
UNCERTAIN FUTURE OF BLANDY 
EXPERIMENTAL FARM 

An article by Helen C. Milius, printed in COM
MONWEALTH (a Virginia State Chamber of Com
merce publication) in 1963, said: "Blandy's facilities 
include a radiation field with a "hot" cone of radio
active cobalt-60; the most comprehensive arboretum 
between Washington and Miami; fully equipped 
cytological laboratories; experimental livestock; a 
warehouse of genetic reference material; and a pro
gram of graduate study that attracts scientists liter
ally from around the world. About 30 per cent of the 
students come from outside the United States. 

One of the astonishing features is that the entire 
operation is practically self-supporting. Though 
state-owned, it receives little from the state except 
a fraction of the salary of the director." (our italics.) 

This article was reprinted in the University of 
Virginia ALUMNI NEWS of January-February 
1964. The University administration made no objec
tion or correction to the statement about the finan
cial status of Blandy Farm, so it may be assumed 
that they found it correct. 

It is surprising and puzzling that only two years 
later, University administration spokesmen are tell
ing those who inquire about the deteriorating situ
ation at Blandy Experimental Farm, that the cost of 
education and research at Blandy is "astronomical", 
and that students may better pursue the study of 
Biology in the greenhouses, laboratories and gardens 
(no arboretum mentioned) at Charlottesville. 

All the facilities listed in the article are still at 
Blandy'Farm, with the exception of the one which 
alone can make all the others worthwhile; that is, a 
program of graduate study and research under the 
director whose high standing and reputation would 
attract scientists from all over the world. Dr. Flory 
and Dr. Singleton are such men, but Blandy has re
cently lost both of them, and no successors have been 
appointed for the key positions they filled so ably. 
The acting heads of Blandy Farm and the White 
Arboretum have been competent and conscientious; 
but they have had little authority and limited funds; 
their work has been principally caretaking. Now Mr. 
Crabill has resigned as acting head of the White 
Arboretum, and no successor has been announced 
for that position. 

It is not surprising that students have dwindled 
to one foreign student (ill-informed on what he 
would find at Blandy) in 1964-65, and now to none. 

The American Boxwood Society is, and has been 
from the start, the guest of the University of Vir
ginia, and has repeatedly expressed its thanks for 
the facilities afforded for its meetings and the vari
ous activities of the Society. The founders of ABS 
also had in mind, that such a horticultural Society 

through its meetings and publications would bring 
Blandy Farm and Orland E. White Arboretum to the 
attention of hundreds of people who had never be
fore heard of them, particularly those outside aca
demic circles. And indeed Miss Milius, in her pre
viously mentioned article, quotes a new visitor to 
Blandy as saying: "I'm dumbfounded. I can hardly 
believe such a place as this could exist in Virginia 
without my having heard of it." 

There are many indications that a wider know
ledge of Blandy and its achievements has already 
resulted from the national spread of the Society's 
membership and the circulation of the Bulletin both 
in this country and abroad. Publications editors of 
the U. S. Department of Agriculture, preparing a 
booklet on boxwood growing, appealed to the Box
wood Society and were directed to the Orland E. 
White Arboretum. They were impressed and delight
ed by the material made available by Mr. Crabill for 
their photographs and text. Visitors have been com
ing in increasing numbers, sometimes in busses char
tered by garden clubs and home demonstration 
groups. 

The origin and history of Blandy Experimental 
Farm were briefly given in the Boxwood Bulletins of 
January and April 1964. For members who did not 
attend the annual meeting and so missed the dis
cussion there of the troubled situation at Blandy, we 
repeat some of the points of this history, partisularly 
those relating to the Arboretum, with which ABS 
has been most closely connected. 

Dr. Orland E. White, for whom the Arboretum is 
named, was Director of Blandy Farm and Professor 
of Agricultural Biology at the University until his 
retirement in 1955. The magnificent Arboretum col
lection grew out of individual collections of plants 
made by graduate students in the course of their 
research during field trips with Dr. White. In the 
1930's several fields were thrown together by the re
moval of stone walls, and 130 acres devoted to the 
Arboretum, with plants of each bontanical family 
grouped together. Over 4000 plants and more acre
age were added in 1940-42. In succeeding years 
many more plants were added from graduate stu
dents' collections; this was true of the collections of 
boxwood, of the pea family, of American native 
roses, of barberries and their allies, of conifers and 
of the ash or olive family. There are now over 5000 
classified labeled specimens, the largest collection in 
the State of Virginia; perhaps the largest in the 
South below Washington, with the possible excep
tion of the Fairchild Gardens at Miami. Florida. It is 
an outstanding achievement, and should be the pride 
of the State and University of Virginia. 

PhDs from Blandy have always been in demand 
everywhere, because of the breadth and variety of 
their training. They hold research posts in the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture, the Oak Ridge National 
Laboratory, the American Cancer Society. They are 
on the faculties of many colleges and universities 
such as Yale, Michigan and Columbia. Foreign str 
dents have taken Blandy ideas back to India, Can*, 
da, Turkey, Yugoslavia, Chile and Argentina, among 
others. 
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On the practical side of genetics — improving 
farming by improving farm products — one Blandy 
graduate has produced many improved verieties of 
peanuts, and is now working toward cold-resistant 
orange trees. Another has grown wilt-resistant can-
teloupes and better forms of lettuce. Three are work
ing for improved cotton breeding. Many more are 
ceachers in advanced fields of genetics, whose stu
dents may carry the influence of Blandy (as it once 
was, and could be again) into still further genera
tions of scientists. 

The Board of Visitors of the University of Vir
ginia has recently appointed a committee of its own 
members, headed by Mr. J. Sloan Kuykendall of 
Winchester, to study the problems of Blandy Experi
mental Farm, and to make recommendations to the 
Board. 

At the annual meeting of the American Boxwood 
Society, after discussion, a resolution (printed in the 
report of the meeting) was adopted and sent to Mr. 
Kuykendall, and it was suggested that members 
might write their individual opinions. The following 
letter from Mrs. Stanley Brown of Leesburg, Vir
ginia, is one of many, but chosen as especially perti
nent and eloquent. It is printed with the permission 
of the writer and the recipient. 

"May 12, 1966 
Mr. J. Sloan Kuykendall, 
300 S. Washington Street, 
Winchester, Virginia 

Dear Mr. Kuykendall: 

This letter is about the Orland E. White Arbo
retum. 

I was appointed a member of the Advisory Com
mittee by President Shannon in 1962, and was a 
member of a special committee, with Dr. Darrow and 
Dr. Baldwin that presented a report to the Commit
tee of Deans at the University on January 22, 1965. 
Dean Harris was the only one present. I heard no
thing until I received a letter from President Shan
non, dated November 12, 1965, notifying me that he 
felt it was "undesirable to call any further meetings 
of the (Advisory) Committee pending the report 
of the special Committee of the Visitors." 

The Annual Meeting of the American Boxwood 
Society ended on a depressing note yesterday, when 
Mr. Crabill, who has been acting head of the Arbo
retum, announced his resignation. 

The Arboretum is unique in Virginia. Only time, 
knowledge and loving care could replace it. Many of 
the plants are, just reaching their full beauty. The 
United States has been unfortunately notable in its 
wasteful destruction of irreplaceable natural re
sources and beauty. Surely something can be work
ed out to preserve the White Arboretum. 

There was a small news item in the Washington 
Post a few- weeks ago, suggesting that a Federal 
School for Gardeners be established. It pointed out 
the great demand for people trained in that field. 
Think of all the places that need experienced super

vision — and I don't mean in landscape design only, 
but in practical maintenance. There are new cities 
like Reston and Columbia, National Trust properties 
and other National Shrines; cemeteries; college cam
puses; parks; even highway Departments, where 
money spent on beautification often might as well 
have been thrown away because of lack of know-
how in after care. 

It seems to me that Blandy would be an ideal 
place to start such a project (preferably not Fed
eral). It has the acreage, the plant material, the 
necessary buildings, including a library with an out
standing collection of books on horticultural and 
allied subjects. 

I sincerely hope that you, as Chairman of the 
Committee of the Board of Visitors, will exert your 
influence in seeing that Blandy and the Arboretum 
are preserved and restored to their full usefulnss 
to the University and the State of Virginia. 

Very sincerely 
Elizabeth F. R. Brown" 

Mr. Kuykendall feels that he cannot properly 
make any comment or statement until after his com
mittee's findings have been submitted to the Board 
of Visitors and the Board has announced its de
cisions. 

VISITORS AT THE BLANDY EXPERIMENTAL 
FARM FOR 5 YEAR PERIOD BEGINNING JULY 

1, 1961 - JUNE 15, 1966 

Groups Visitors 

Educational groups, Biology, 
science classes, etc. 13 237 

Garden Clubs, including Eastern 
Region Meeting of the Garden 
Club of America in 1962 7 190 

Agricultural and Conservation 
groups, 4-H clubs, Home 
Demonstration Clubs, etc. 4 165 

Church Bible School (summer) 

groups 3 62 

Scout groups 1 12 

Foreign visitors 40 

Individual visitors 145 

Total 28 851 
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American Boxwood Society's 

Collection Of Plants 

At The Blandy Experimental Farm, Boyce, Virginia 6-9-66 

BEF. BEF. 
accession accession 
number number 

15255-61 Buxus balearica 15080-61 B. 
15063-61 B. chinensis 15068-61 B. 

C690-35 B. Harlandii C700-31 B. 
15064-61 B. himalayensis &16557-66 B. 
16351-65 B. microphylla 
16537-65 B. sempervirens 15766-62 B. 
15062-61 B. Wallichiana (2)16588-66 B. 
15538-62 B. Harlandii "Richard" (&16559-66 B. 
16551-65 B. microphylla compacta . , 15069-61 B. 
16311-65 B. >> "Curly Locks" 1™ "^fcieseo-ee B. 

C692-35 B. >» japonica 
15059-61 B. i) japonica "Morris 16563-66 B. 

Dwarf" 
16313-65 B. >> Kingsville 2 A R 0 U ^ O - * I 15081-61 B. 
16314-65 B. >» Kingsville 4A K*U*»« 16317-65 B. 

C694-35 B. )> koreana 
16352-65 B. )> koreana "Garden 15082-61 B. 

Variety" 
15542-62 B. j» "Morris Midget" 15083-61 B. 
15065-61 B. j> sinica 15085-61 B. 
16536-65 B. »> suffruticosa 15084-61 B. 
16196-63 B. >> "Wintergreen" 15070-61 B. 
16350-65 B. sempervirens Agram 15071-61 B. 

C11648-49 B. >j angustifolia 16542-65 B. 
16348-65 B. >j Anderson 350-35 15072-61 B. 
16353-65 B. » » Anderson 351-35 15073-61 B. 
16349-65 B. >J Anderson 353-35 C16186-61 B. 
16354-65 B. yj Anderson 798-34 ©16561-66 B. 
15066-61 B. )> argentea 15074-61 B. 
15079-61 B. JJ arborescens 15086-61 B. 

decussata 15075-61 B. 
15078-61 B. >j arborescens 15076-61 B. 

16315-65 B. 
'rtydulifolia J5257-61 B. 

16315-65 B. )> aurea marginata Hdi«Mu^l6562-66 B. 
16316-65 B. aurea pendula Hokiuan 15077-61 B. 
16299-64 B. » "Belleville" 15087-61 B. 
16549-65 B. it bullata 15285-61 B. 
16554-66 B. )j "Butterworth" 16318-65 B. 
15067-61 B. >> elegantissima 16319-65 B. 

fortunei rotundifolia 
glauca 
Handsworthii 
Hardwickensis- f]ok'*a-* 
fastigiata 
"Inglis" 
"Joe Gable" 
Krossi-Livonia 11 

latifolia 
latifolia aurea U 0 W<HH 
maculata 
latifolia aurea 
maculata-Hillier /-fo Ittu^-"-
latifolia bullata 
latifolia japonica /|e»[i(tia*) 
aurea 
latifolia 
macrophylla 
latifolia maculata 
latifolia nova 
latifolia marginata 
longifolia 
myosotifolia 
myrtifolia 
nana 
navicularis 
"Northern Find" 
"Northland" W O W V ^ O A * 
pendula 
ponteyi 
prostrata 
pyramidalis 
rosmarinifolia , 
rotundifolia \,A.<SWAV\ 
salicifolia 
salicifolia elata 
"Vardar Valley" 
varifolia • ^ t > U l u a ' V l 

Welleri 

C preceding the accession number means that this 
plant was grown from a cutting, by Mr. Clark 
Crabill. 
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A REPORT BY ABS 
PRESIDENT NEILL PHILLIPS 

SUBJECT: Boxwood Collection at Blandy Farm 

On June 24, 1966, the President of the American 
Boxwood Society, Neill Phillips, accompanied by 
Mr. Wade E. Muldoon (Superintendant at Carter 
Hall, and a member of ABS) visited Blandy Experi
mental Farm for a consultation with Mr. Alan L. 
Casper, Acting Director. The purpose of the visit was 
to discuss plans for the care and upkeep of the col
lection of boxwood cuttings donated to ABS by Mr. 
Henry Hohman of Kingsville Nurseries, and by 
other individuals and several Gardens and Arbore-
tums; and comprising one of the most comprehen
sive collections of boxwood species in existence. 

With the approval of Mr. Cascpar and the active 
interest of Mr. Clark Crabill before his departure 
from the Blandy Staff in June, 1966, the plants now 
have been lined out in a well-prepared bed of some 
half-acre in extent, adjacent to the main Blandy 
greenhouse. They are well marked with sturdy la
bels, and a complete list of names has been placed 
on file by Mr. Crabill, and is published for record in 
this issue of the Boxwood Bulletin. At the June 24 
conference at Blandy, Mr. Caspar and his workman 
expressed themselves as being most interested in the 
welfare of the collection, and assured us that the 
plants would be properly watered, weeded and culti
vated. The matter of mulching was discussed, but on 
(.he recommendations of Mr. Muldoon, it was decided 
that maintenance of a dust mulch through regular 
cultivation would be the most satisfactory. 

In a letter dated June 21, 1966, Mr. Caspar had 
very properly brought up the subject of ownership 
of the collection, which he felt should be definitely 
established. Mr. Caspar stated that in his view, the 
plants are now a part of the permanent collection 
of the Research Arboretum, Blandy Farm, that the 
Arboretum may not dispose of or release material 
from the boxwood collection without written con
sent of ABS; that likewise ABS may not remove 
material from the collection, so long as the Arbore
tum is being maintained by the University of Vir
ginia, without approval by proper University of Vir
ginia authorities; and that in the event that the Uni
versity should cease to operate the Arboretum, the 
Arboretum staff would assist ABS in moving the 
collection to another site to be obtained by ABS. 

At the June 24 meeting with Mr. Caspar, the 
President of ABS expressed his agreement with 
these terms. He also thanked Mr. Caspar for his 
cooperation, and requested Mr. Caspar to let us 
know if at any time the small maintenance staff now 
at. Blandy~is unable to give sufficient time to the 
ABS collection; in which case ABS will attempt to 
bring in necessary outside help. 

NEW MEMBERS 
Added to The Boxwood Society since April 1966 

Alford, Mrs. Frank O., 1001 Liberty Life Bldg., 
Charlotte, N. C. 28202 

Blaine, Mrs. Raymond L., 5416 - 31st St., N. W. 
Washington, D. C. 20015 

Brooks, U. Paul, 4405 Linkwood Rd., Baltimore, Md. 
21210 

Carrington, Mrs. Stanley A., Box 71, Maple Street, 
Islip, N. Y. 11751 

Carter, Mrs. Allen F., 619 Ballantine Rd., Blooming-
ton, Ind. 47401 

Coupard, Mrs. D. N., 8100 Overhill Rd., Bethesda, 
Md. 20014 

Francis, Lewis W., Jr., 1 Pierrepont St., Brooklyn, 
N. Y. 11201 

Frost, Mrs. Dayton H., 10610 Georgetown Pike, 
Great Falls, Va. 22066 

Gordon, Mrs. Russ, 3165 Holmes Run Rd., Falls 
Church, Va. 

Gray, Mrs. Howard A., Ashburn Farm, Ashburn, 
Va. 22011 

Jarsen, Mrs. Frank J.. The Eastwood Farm, Rt. 2, 
Charles Town, W. Va. 25414 

Jones, Wyford D., Locust Curve Farm, 1600 Radnor 
Rd., Delaware, O. 43015 

Lewis, Charles D., P. O. Box 508, Leesburg, Va. 
22075 

Lightner, Mrs. Gordon H., Upperville, Va. 
Nave, Mr. and Mrs. C. W., 1704 Lowell Dr., Kings-

port, Tenn. 37660 
Preston, Sam D., 448 W. Leicester St., Winchester, 

Va. 22601 
Ray, Mrs. Bartow, 10417 Lake Ridge Dr., Oakton, 

Va. 22124 
Swartz, Karl R., Box 326, Ashland, O. 44805 
Talley, Dr. and Mrs. Lilburn T., "Spout Run", Mill

wood, Va. 22646 
Winters, Mrs. Edward J., Box 187, Washington, 

Conn. 06793 

ADDITIONAL NEW MEMBERS 
Since the above list was compiled. 

Alexander, Mrs. W. G., Rt. 1, Box 298, Scott, Ar
kansas 72142 

Barbour, Miss Jane, Box 463, Berryville, Va. 22611 
Bird, Mrs. Branch, Caryswood Plantation, RFD 1, 

Dillwyn, Va. 23936 
Furness, Mrs. Thomas, Waverly, Middleburg, Va. 

22117 — Contributing 
LaMotte, F. 3rd, Possum Point, Centreville, Md. 

21617 
Mason, Mr. and Mrs. Frank E., Old Oaks, Rt. 1, Box 

369, Leesburg, Va. 22075 
Thayer, Robert H., 1216 H. St., N.W., Washington, 

D. C. 20006 — Sustaining 
Vanderhoef, D. T. Col USA Ret., Philomont, Va. 

22131 
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