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TAX-EXEMPT STATUS OF ABS 
OFFICIALLY CONFIRMED 

Part I of a Memorandum from Admiral Phillips 

To: All Officers and Directors, American Boxwood 
Society 

Mr. Woodson P. Houghton 

As President of ABS I have received Letter 430/ 
GBS of December 4, 1968, signed James P. Boyle, 
District Director, Internal Revenue Service, Rich
mond 23240. This letter grants tax exemption to 
ABS as an educational institution. I am having ther-
mofax copies of the letter made for our records and 
I shall ask Mrs. Whiting to publish the letter in the 
next BULLETIN, for the information and tax guid
ance of our membership. 

As you know, our legal member, Woodson Hough
ton, gave me invaluable help in preparing our re
quest for tax-exempt status, but even so the matter 
dragged on with no results. Then in November I re
ceived an IRS request for additional data, including 
material that we already had submitted. I believe 
our request had been shunted from one IRS District 
Office to another. On Thanksgiving week end, when 
Mr. Houghton was at his cottage in Middleburg, he 
gave me some time to collate our material and make 
up a reply to IRS. Then promptly as of December 4, 
1968, back came the IRS reply granting our request. 
Mrs. Kirby's very accurate and professionally kept 
records and accounts were, I feeel, a major factor in 
our receiving prompt action from IRS in Richmond. 

Yours sincerely 
Neill Philllips 

The above-mentioned Letter from IRS follows: 

On the basis of your stated purposes and the un
derstanding that your operations will continue as 
evidenced to date or will conform to those proposed 
in your ruling application, we have concluded that 
you are exempt from Federal income tax as an or
ganization described in section 501 (c) (3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code. Any changes in operation 
from those described, or in your character or pur
poses, must be reported immediately to your Dis
trict Director for consideration of their effect upon 
your exempt status. You must also report any 
change in your name or address. 

You are not required to file Federal income tax 
returns so long as you retain an exempt status, un
less you are subject to the tax or unrelated business 
income imposed by section 511 of the Code, in which 
event you are required to file Form 990-T. Our de
termination as to your liability for filing the annual 
information return, Form 990-A, is set forth above. 
That return, if required, must be filed on or before 
the 15th day of the fifth month after the close of 
your annual accounting period indicated above. 

Contributions made to you are deductible by 
donors as provided in section 170 of the Code. Be
quests, legacies, devises, transfers or gifts to or for 
your use are deductible for Federal estate and gift 
tax purposes under the provisions of section 2055, 
2106 and 2522 of the Code. 

You are not liable for the taxes imposed under 
the Federal Insurance Contributions Act (social se
curity taxes) unless you file a waiver of exemption 
certificate as provided in such act. You are not lia
ble for the tax imposed under the Federal Unem
ployment Tax Act. Inquiries about the waiver of ex
emption certificate for social security taxes should 
be addressed to this office, as should any questions 
concerning excise, employment or other Federal 
taxes. 

US TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 

December 4, 1968 430/GBS 

Purpose: Educational 

Address Inquiries and File Re
turns With District Director 

of Internal Revenue: Richmond, Virginia 

Form 990-A Required: Yes 
Accounting Period Ending: April 30 

To: 

The American Boxwood Society 
Heronwood 
Upperville, Virginia 22176 

This is a determination letter. 

Very Truly yours, 
James P. Boyle 
District Director 

In this connection, we quote this excerpt from 
"1968 Year End Tax Tactics" published by Ameri
can Security & Trust Co. of Washington, D. C.: 

"You can deduct contributions to, and for the 
use of, any organization formed and operated exclu
sively for religious, charitable, scientific, literary, 
or educational purposes." 
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Heraldry and Boxwood 
by 

VIDA CARMEN KENK 

Assistant Professor of Biology 
San Jose State College 

Boxwood is one of the many plants which occur 
in heraldry. My interest in the heraldic uses of this 
plant was encouraged by Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr., of 
the College of William and Mary. I gratefully ac
knowledge the help of my mother, Dr. Ada B. Kenk, 
who spent hours in research at the Library of Con
gress. 

History of Heraldry 

In the broadest sense, heraldry originated in pre
historic times when men started using symbols to 
identify groups or individuals. Figures often decor
ated the protective shields used by primitive hunters 
and warriors in such different parts of the world as 
Africa, the Americas, Northern Europe, and the Mid
dle East. As early as 4000 B. C. the Assyrians and 
the Chaldeans bore distinctive shields, as did the 
Egyptians in the next millennium. The twelve bibli
cal Judean tribes had representative symbols. Hom
er's Iliad, written around 850 B. C , describes in de
tail the shields and banners of the Trojans and their 
allies. Well-known ancient symbols include the Chi
nese Dragon, the Ethiopian Lion of Judah, and the 
Roman Eagles which were carried by Caesar's le
gions. The use of designs on shields and banners to 
show rank and/or allegiance was a wide-spread cus
tom in war-torn Asia Minor by the early Christian 
era. 

In spite of these many precedents, heraldry did 
not become fully established throughout Europe un-

Vida Carmen Kenk: B. S., College of William and 
Mary, 1961, with membership in Phi Beta Kappa; 
Ph. D., Harvard University, 1966; Assistant Profes
sor of Biology, San Jose State College, California, 
1966- . Though Miss Kenk is a professional zoolo
gist (She wrote her dissertation on marine mussels.), 
she is likewise an enthusiastic student of plants. And 
she is an excellent teacher. Both her parents hold 
doctorates: Roman Kenk in zoology, Ada Kenk in 
modern languages. 

Miss Kenk shares with her mother an interest in 
heraldry, which from its colorful pictorial nature 
has aptly been called "the floral border in the gar
den of history". She has written on the use of plants 
in heraldry, and (at the request of Dr. Baldwin) has 
in this article particularized this subject to the plant 
which, if the American Boxwood Society had a coat-
of-arms or a crest, would certainly be its dominant 
symbol. 

til the time of the Crusades. The Bayeux Tapestry, 
depicting the Battle of Hastings in 1066, does not 
indicate distinctive markings on shields and banners. 
In May 1097, Anna Comnena, daughter of the By
zantine Emperor Alexius, described the shields of 
the Frank knights who came to Constantinople on 
the first Crusade. By that time a new type of helmet 
had been adopted which covered the entire face, re
placing earlier styles which protected only the top 
of the head and the nose. With this change a knight 
found it difficult to distinguish friends from foes in 
the turmoil of battle. To prevent accidents, the war
rior painted an identifying pattern on his shield. He 
covered his mail with a cloth coat of arms bearing 
the same design and placed a distinctive crest on top 
of his helmet. 

The early designs were usually simple with 
bands, chevrons, or crosses on them for easy visi
bility. Forms of natural objects such as plants and 
animals were soon incorporated into these designs. 
One of the most famous of early insignia was carried 
by Richard I of England (Richard the Lionhearted) 
in the third Crusade. His shield showed three gold 
leopards on a red background (they lack spots and 
look iust like lions, but in strict heraldic terminology 
the lion as King of Beasts will not tolerate another 
lion on the shield; two or more lions are referred to 
as leopards). These symbols still appear on the Brit
ish royal coat of arms. 

During the Middle Ages it became customary for 
the family coat of arms to be inherited by the eldest 
son (or daughter, if there were no male offspring). 
Other members of the family would use a modified 
version of the insigne: later this was standardized 
so that certain symbols indicated specific relation
ships. For example: the eldest son added a label 
(horizontal bar with pendants) to his shield until he 
inherited at his father's death; the second son added 
a crescent; the third a mullet, and so forth. The bend 
sinister (broad stripe running diagonally from left 
to right) acknowledged illegitimate ancestry. The 
tenants and neighbors of a great feudal lord often 
adopted a svmbol or badge which showed their al
legiance to him. 

As armorial insignia became widely used, con
fusion arose as to the right to bear certain designs: 
for example, in Wales at the siege of Caerlovelock 
(about 1300), two unrelated knights wore the same 
coat of arms. The situation was brought under con
trol in 1417 by the Writ of Henry V requiring gen 
tlemen to produce proof of their right to heraldic 
arms. 
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When medieval warriors were not engaged in 
actual battle, they kept in practice by mock battles 
or tournaments. At first there were melees or com
bats between opposing groups; later they developed 
into single-combat tilts or jousts. Heralds an
nounced the combatants and identified them by their 
coats of arms; this custom led to the establishment 
of royal heralds in France in 1407 and of the College 
of Heralds in Tudor England. These official heralds 
certify the credentials of those who bear armorial 
insignia. 

By the fifteenth century, shields had become 
quite elaborate. Marriages between titled families 
frequently led to combination of designs in coats of 
arms. Royal honors for distinguished service often 
took the form of an augmentation or addition to the 
family arms. Heraldic insignia were adopted by 
towns, craftmen's guilds, and institutions (e.g., the 
College of William and Mary in Virginia was grant
ed arms by the royal College of Heralds in 1694). 
Although gunpowder has made armor obsolete, her
aldry still serves as a genealogical record and in 
ornamental design. 

Terminology 

A coat of arms consists of several parts: the 
shield or escutcheon with identifying symbols or 
charges on it; the helm representing a helmet or 
crown above the shield; the crest, an ornament on 
the helm; and the supporters, animal or plant or hu
man figures on either side of the shield. In addition, 
there may be various badges or tokens which sym
bolize membership in a family or allegiance to a 
feudal lord. The badges may be displayed with the 
coat of arms. 

These parts may be seen in the arms of Great 
Britain (Figure 1). The escutcheon shows the his
tory of the political union of the British Islands: the 
three walking leopards of England, the harp of Ire
land, and the lion rampant of Scotland. The helm 
is a crown with a crowned lion as crest. The support
ers are the lion and the unicorn of nursery rhyme 
fame ("The lion and the unicorn were fighting up 
and down. The lion beat the unicorn all around the 
town. Some gave them white bread and some gave 
them brown. Some gave them plum pudding and 
drummed them out of town."). The escutcheon is 
encircled by the ribbon of the Order of the Garter, 
with the motto "Honi soit qui mal y pense" (Shame 
to him who thinks evil of i t) . Below this are the 
badges of England (rose), Scotland (thistle), and 
Ireland (shamrock) entwined with the motto 'Dieu 
et mon droit" (God and my right [shall me de
fend]) . 

Plant Symbolism 
Many plants appear in heraldry as charges, 

crests, and badges. Sometimes they have become so 
stylized that their original derivation is doubtful; 
for example, the fleur-de-lis, symbol of France, may 
represent a lily, a toad, or the head of a spear. Plants 
are often used as puns on the family name, such as 
apples for Appleton or a grove of elms for Elmhurst. 
The French origin of heraldic terms is reflected in 
many of these puns: as cherries (Fr. creqtiier) for 

P u n 19 
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Figure 1. The Royal Arms of Great Britain express 
the union of England, Ireland and Scotland in a 
combination of heraldic symbolism, described in the 
accompanying article. Both illustrations supplied by 
Miss Kenk. 

the de Crequys or daisies (Fr. marguerite) for la
dies named Margaret. Certain plants refer to quali
ties, such as a lily (purity) and the laurel (tri
umph ). Other plants indicate occupations: cloves on 
the shield of the Worshipful Company of Grocers, 
wheat sheaves representing the Worshipful Com
pany of Bakers, and barley as a symbol of the Wor
shipful Company of Brewers. 

Plants have become closely associated with cer
tain families who wore them as badges. The broom-
cod or planta genista was the badge of the Planta-
genet kings (Henry II through Richard III, 1154-
1485). During the Wars of Roses (1455-1485), parti
sans of the House of Lancaster wore the red rose as 
a badge in contrast to the white rose of the House 
of York. After the defeat of Richard III, these were 
united as the Tudor rose by Henry VII. Various 
Scottish clans wear a plant sprig as a badge on the 
bonnet, belt buckle, or coat: the clan Campbell bears 
the white myrtle; Buchanan, birch or bilberry (huc
kleberry) ; Cameron, cranberry or oak; Gordon, ivy; 
Graham, laurel; MacDonald, heath; Munroe, club 
moss; Ross, juniper; and Sinclair, gorse. 
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Figures 2. The arms of McBain (or McBean) of 
Scotland. The supporters are heraldically stylized 
box trees. 

Boxwood in Heraldry 

Boxwood with its evergreen leaves is a symbol 
of eternity and everlasting life and, accordingly, is 
often used in funerals and cemeteries. Perhaps be
cause of these somber associations this plant seldom 
appears in coats of arms. The heraldic arms of Mc
Bain have boxwood trees as supporters (Figure 2 ) ; 
the clan also displays a wreath of boxwood on its 
banner and uses a twig of the same plant as a badge. 
Boxwood is the principal badge of Clan Macintosh; 
Clan MacPherson wears the variegated box. Sever
al clans, who use a deciduous plant, the red whortle
berry (Vaccinium Vitis-Idaea), as their principal 
badge, substitute boxwood when whortleberry is 
out of season. Thus boxwood is an alternate badge 
for Clans Davidson, MacDuff, MacGillivray, Mac-
Queen, and Shaw. 

After her husband's death, boxwood was a badge 
of Louise de Vaudemont, the neglected queen of 
Henry III (1551-1589), King of France. Henry was 
a vain and spoiled young man, the third son of Hen
ry II and Catherine de Medici (great-grand-daughter 
of Lorenzo the Magnificent who ruled Florence dur
ing its artistic peak). His sweetheart, Princess Marie 
de Conde, died young, and he apparently was never 
able to transfer his affections to another woman. 

In hopes of balancing the power in the religious 
wars between the Huguenots and the Catholics, he 
married Louise, a member of the powerful House of 
Lorraine. When their marriage produced no off
spring (despite appeals to medical and religious 
aid), he turned from his wife to the company of 
young boys whom he made his court favorites, much 
to the disgust of his mother and the great Lords of 
France. His Queen continued to love him despite his 
aberrant behavior. After he was assassinated, she re
tired to the Chateau of Chenonceaux, which she dec
orated in black. There she spent the rest of her life, 
wearing the white mourning clothes of royalty and 
praving for the soul of the husband who had humili
ated her. She adopted the boxtree as a device, sym
bolizing her love for him even beyond the grave. 

Readers who would like to learn more about the 
subiects mentioned in this article may refer to the 
bibliography which follows. 
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Editor's Note: Burke's Armory, 1842, gives the 
following crest for the BOX family in Oxfordshire: 
Crest — An arm couped at the elbow, lying fesse-
ways, habited gules, cuffed argent, holding erect in 
the hand proper a branch of box vert, at the elbow 
another branch of box erect, of the last. Translating 
the heraldic terms, the description of the crest 
reads: An arm cut off at the elbow, lying horizontal
ly, the sleeve red, the cuff silver, holding erect in 
the flesh-colored hand a green branch of box, at the 
elbow another erect branch of green box. 

We have not been able to find a picture of this 
crest. 
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TOPIARY 

I wonder if the boxwood still is clipped, 
That stood about as cubes, and swans, and globes, 
And princesses upon the sunny lawn 
I spent my childhood summers on. 

I did not realize the box was shaped. 
But thought the cubes had grown from tiny cubes, 
The swans from cygnets, and the globes from seeds, 
And that each leafy, slender princess had 
Been a green child when she began. 

If the box is undipped, the twigs then trapped 
In cubes have freed themselves, and changed the form 
That kept them hidden; swans have flown away 
Leaving what looks like nests; the giant globes 
Have burst to long, uneven branches, and 
Princesses have outgrown their fitted robes 
As I outgrew those sunny, young, green days 
When box and I were shaped to plan. 

NORMA MCLAIN STOOP 

Reprinted by permission from THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR. Copyright 1968 by The Christian 
Science Publishing Society. All rights reserved. 

Miss Stoop's poems have also appeared in THE NEW YORK TIMES, McCALL'S, LADIES HOME JOUR
NAL, TEXAS QUARTERLY, CHICAGO REVIEW, THE LYRIC and a dozen other publications. 

Drawing by Felix Kelly, from THE PAGEANT OF STUART ENGLAND, by Elizabeth Burton. Used with 
the permission of the publishers, Charles Scribner's Sons, New York 
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BOXES AND BOXWOOD 
By 

JOAN PARRY DUTTON 

It was rash of me to say I would write on box
wood, for has not everything about boxwood already 
been written? However, I consulted my old reliable, 
the 11th edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica 
(1910-11). It gave me nothing new on boxwood but 
many intriguing details on the box, that most varied 
of all receptacles. 

"Box (Gr . . . . Lat. buxus, box-wood; . . . ) A 
box may be square, oblong, round or oval, or of 
an even less normal shape; . . . Whatever its 
shape or purpose or the material of which it is 
fashioned, it is the direct descendant of the 
chest, one of the most ancient articles of domes
tic furniture. Its uses are infinite, and the name, 
preceded by a qualifying adjective, has been 
given to many objects or artistic or antiquarian 
interest. 

Of the boxes which possess some attraction be
yond their immediate purpose the feminine 
work-box is the commonest . . . The date of its 
introduction is in considerable doubt, but 17th 
century examples have come to us . . . In the 
18th century no lady was without her work 
box . . . " 

But it is as a receptacle for snuff that the box 
has taken its most distinguished and artistic 
form . . . throughout the larger part of the 18th 
century the indispensable companion of every 
man of birth and breeding. It long survived the 
sword, and was in frequent use until nearly the 
middle of the 19th century." 

There follows a description of the jewel-box, the 
strong-box, the Bible-box, the powder-box, the 
patch-box and the knife-box which is one "of the 
most charming of the minor pieces of furniture 
which we owe to the artistic taste and mechanical 
ingenuity of the English cabinet-makers of the last 
quarter of the 18th century." 

This diversion on the box goes to show that the 
styling and uses of boxes and boxwood have fol
lowed the tastes of the centuries hand in hand. In
deed, I wonder whether the word box was derived 
from boxwood, or boxwood from box? 

Topiarius, the Roman ornamental or landscape 
gardener was, as we know, the first to recognize that 
boxwood is the most compact of all broad-leaved 
evergreens, that by constant clipping and care 
through years of slow-growing, it can be shaped in
to forms or regular and geometrical as dressed stone. 

Craftsmen in wood prized boxwood for its hard, 
close grain and carving qualities which are similar 
to those of ivory. "No other timber in the world 

compares with box for fine scale-carving," writes 
Mr. Edward H. Pinto, one of Britain's leading au
thorities on everything pertaining to wood and wood
working. Every bit of boxwood, however small, he 
adds, has some use — even the sawdust, which is a 
speciality for cleaning jewellery. 

Contemporary with the 18th-century lady's 
workbox was her ornamental boxwood or ivory 
comb, and John Evelyn quotes in Sylva — 

"Box-Combs bear no small part 
In the Militia of the Female Art." 

Ornamental combs, scissors and fragrances be
long mostly to women's world. Although England's 
Queen Anne hated the pungent scent of box, many 
before and after her have loved it. It evokes the past, 
yet often as not they try in vain to remember of 
what it reminds them, and back they come to the 
work-box and the scissors. 

Members of the American Boxwood Society will 
remember Alexander Pope's essay (reprinted in full 
in the Society's Bulletin April 1968) in which Pope 
derided the absurd lengths to which England's sev
enteenth and early eighteenth-century gardeners 
carried the topiarists' ancient art. The same period 
during which, incidentally, boxes achieved their 
most distinguished and artistic forms. Joseph Addi
son, a contemporary of, and sixteen years older than 
Pope, famous for his contributions to the TatZer and 
Spectator also deplored what had become the gar
deners' obsession, a vogue that during the reign of 
William and Mary was carried to fantastic lengths. 
Addison was less vindictive than the waspish Pope: 

"Our trees rise in cones, globes and pyramids" 
he wrote in 1712. "We see the marks of scissors upon 
every plant and bush . . . for my part, I would rather 
look upon a tree in all its luxuriancy, than when it 
is thus cut and trimmed into a mathematical figure." 

Joseph Addison did not have the luck to see box 
growing in all its luxuriancy in Virginia. He did not 
live long enough to do so. But if box went out of 
favor in England during the reign of Queen Anne, 
along with topiary, the Virginia colonists continued 
to import it because it proved to be what John Cus-
tis of Williamsburg most desired "hardy and Vir
ginia proof." It withstood winter-kill and summer-
burn. 

Indeed, because of its stamina under all sorts of 
conditions, box is often taken for granted and sel
dom receives the attention it should. For instance, 
western gardeners lament that too few of them know 
boxwood as a shrub of soft, billowy habit; and but 
rarely is it found in West Coast gardens even in its 
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trimmed and controlled forms. It is happiest in the 
wetter Northwest, but it does withstand — as in my 
own California garden — six or eight summer-to-fall 
rainless months. 

I have seen box growing in many places; in Italy, 
France, and in my native England, both in the wild 
and in the trimmed garden forms. But nowhere have 
I seen it in all its luxuriance as in Virginia gardens. 
There, in the lush climate, boxwood really and truly 
has come into its own, and nothing has ever re
placed its supreme suitability in what are in effect 
green architectural gardens. It takes the place of 
stone and statuary, yet is rarely sheared and shaped 
strictly to classical lines. Angle lines become soft
ened and fill out into irregular curves, and in time 
the boxwood becomes billowing mounds of undulat
ing green. Yet, oddly, enough, boxwood retains an 
architectural value of its own even under such free-
growing conditions. This may be seen when, under 
snow, the soft undulating mounds appear to be 
moulded by a sculptor's hand rather than by the 
free hand of nature's choosing. 

It is a provocative thought that the Southern way 
of growing boxwood, and the absence of hedges sur
rounding American gardens in general, are both in
dicative of certain differences in national character
istics between the New World and the Old. And I 
like to think that I belong to both. 

"English-born Joan Parry Dutton was educated 
in France and Germany, and in her mother's garden 
in Herefordshire. Gardening and gardens, cultivated 
and wild, have been a passion with her ever since. 
After touring Europe and South America, she trav
eled some 15,000 miles among American gardens 
both famous and unsung, and to wild, remote areas 
of the Far Northwest. Not only did she enjoy Amer
ica's gardens, but she enjoyed Americans enough to 
marry one and now enjoys her own garden in North
ern California." 

Quoted from the jacket of ENJOYING AMERI
CA'S GARDENS, by Joan Parry Dutton, Reynal & 
Company, Inc., New York. 

Mrs. Dutton is the author also of THE GOOD 
FARE AND CHEER OF OLD ENGLAND, also pub
lished by Reynal; and more recently of the delight
ful THE FLOWER WORLD OF WILLIAMSBURG, 
in which she traces in the colonial gardens and flow
er-filled houses the traditions of English gardening 
in its greatest era. This article was written especially 
for THE BOXWOOD BULLETIN, in generous re
sponse to a request from Dr. Baldwin. 

Two Obscure 

References 

To Box 
By 

J . T. BALDWIN, JR. 

Arthur Young wrote "Travels During The Years 
1787, 1788, and 1789 in France": Vol. 4: 77- 676, 
1809. On page 546, while in the old province of 
Dauphine, Young notes: "Box, in this country, is 
cut on the mountains, for manuring vines, by bury
ing it fresh at their roots. For mulberries also it is 
excellent. Three trees were planted at the same 
time, and in the same soil, one with box, and the 
others without, and there is now no comparison 
between them." A novel use, in my experience, for 
boxwood. 

Over the period 1808-1814 John Pinkerton pub
lished in London in seventeen volumes A General 
Collection of the Best and Most Interesting Voyages 
and Travels in All Parts of the World, of which 
many of the accounts were translations into Eng
lish. Two authors, as indicated in the accumulative 
index, have observations on box plants: I reproduce 
the pertinent passages here. 

The second reference is to "The Travels of 
Charles James Poncet, A French Physician, Into 
Ethiopia", in 1698, 1699, and 1700: Vol. 15: 63- 107, 
1814. On page 77, in a record for 25th June 1699, 
the author states: "We crossed two other large 
rivers [tributaries of the Nile] Their banks 
were lined with box-trees, of a surprising thickness, 
and as tall as our beech-trees." This statement will 
call to mind for readers of The Boxwood Bulletin 
two reports therein: Verdcourt's summary of "Afri
can Boxes" wherein he indicates that Buxus hilde
brandtii occurs in Ethiopia (Vol. 5:23- 26, 1965); 
Hemming's paper on "Buxus hildebrandtii Baill. 
In Eastern Africa", this being the only box species 
in eastern Ethiopia and northern Somali Republic 
(Vol. 6:18- 20, 1966). Hemming knows the plant as 
a "leafy shrub up to six or eight feet tall"; Poncet 
saw bigger plants. Perhaps, in recent times, the 
box has been cut before it reaches maximum size. 

Mark this dale on your calendar! 

WEDNESDAY, MAY 14ili, 1969 

Ninth Annual Meeting of The American Boxwood Society 
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Gunston Hall's Gardens Revisited 
April 21, 1969 marks the fifteenth anniversary 

of the completed restoration of the mid-eighteenth 
century gardens at Gunston Hall in Virginia. Those 
who strolled through the walks and parterres after 
the presentation ceremonies on that date in 1954, 
all joined in hearty praise for this re-creation of 
what George Mason's gardens may well have been 
in his lifetime. The gardens seemed complete and 
perfect even then; it was hard to see how they could 
be improved, but the passage of fifteen years has 
only added to their beauty. Plants have reached the 
planned size and been trimmed to the intended 
shapes. Over all there is the subtle softening of out
lines that harmonize the new with the old until, if 
one were not told, it would be hard to decide which 
is which. 

Mr. Louis Hertle, last private owner of Gunston 
Hall, deeded the estate on his death to the Common
wealth of Virginia, to be managed by Regents named 
from The National Society of Colonial Dames of 
America Mr. and Mrs. Hertle had bought Gunston 
in 1912 and had begun restorations in both house and 
garden. From what information he had, Mr. Hertle 
laid out the garden in four parterres, as it is today. 
He also propagated cuttings of the original English 
dwarf boxwood from the great old hedges, and these 
plants from his nursery beds have been the material 
for all the smaller box edgings in the four parterres 
and the lower garden. 

Mr. Hertle also built an arbor or summer house 
of elaborate lattice work across the end of the box 
walk. From this structure one could look down on 
the lower garden and across the deer park (there 
are deer still in it today) to the Potomac river in the 
distance. In this summer house a secret meeting was 
held during World War I, between Secretary of 
State Robert Lansing and the British Foreign Secre
tary, Lord Balfour. At that time Balfour remarked 
to Mr. Hertle that the Gunston boxwood was second 
only to that at the Vatican. He later wrote from 
Rome to correct himself; the Gunston box, he said, 
was the finest of all. 

After Mr. Hertle's death in 1949, The Colonial 
Dames undertook the restoration of the house and 
The Garden Club of Virginia that of the grounds, 
with the late Alden Hopkins of Colonial Williams
burg as Landscape Architect. In a descriptive essay 
on the Gunston Hall gardens that was printed in the 
program booklet of the Presentation ceremonies and 
ten years later reprinted by permission in THE 
BOXWOOD BULLETIN (Vol. 4 No. 2, October 
1964) Mr. Hopkins recounted some problems and 
solutions: 

"We are faced with the fact that little documen
tary evidence remains as to the exact landscape de
tails. We do have a few descriptive nineteenth-cen
tury notes from a descendant, General Mason, con-
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cerning out-buildings, location of the orchard, the 
planting of white mulberries and English walnuts, 
and the great cherry approach avenue, splayed for 
its surprise perspective and a matter of particular 
pride with Mr. Mason. In plotting the reconstruction 
of the garden the greatest assistance was found in 
the existing English box hedges, of so great antiqui
ty; and in the topography that gave a good idea of 
the form of the garden. The probable length and 
breadth of the garden was indicated in the central 
axial walk of boxwood now tremendous in size; and 
the opening in this box, half way of its length, gave 
the clue for the location of crosswalks that placed 
and determined the size of the four 'parterres', so 
much a part of the eighteenth century garden. The 
original topography exists in the two mounds at the 
outer corners, probably much as George Mason 
knew them, and the center mound, removed early 
in this century and now restored. There is likewise 
the original lower terrace with its projecting mounds 
and banks." 

The restoration of the gardens presented a prob
lem in the transformation of a twentieth century 
garden back through the years into one of eighteenth 
century character that we think might have been 
familiar to George Mason. There was first the task 
of removing much of the veneer that later years had 
left, the elimination of figures, fountains, pools and 
much garden material that George Mason could not 
have known, as tea roses of this day, abelia, buddleia, 
Japanese flowering cherries, among others. Except 
for a few canals, water gardens were not known in 
colonial Virginia, and those later established must 
be replaced by such features as topiary work. Beds 
were replanted with authentic eighteenth century 
materials. 

In the development, enclosure and outline ac
cents for this garden have been provided by the tall 
cedars so abundant and beautiful in this section of 
Virginia. Along the sides in front of these cedars the 
rows of Early Richmond or Kentish cherries, popu-

Air views of Gunston Hall's gardens today. Opposite, the T of old boxwood and the formal parterres of 
clipped box edgings and topiary figures; above, the lower terrace with box-edged flower beds. Photogra
pher, Taylor B. Lewis of Haycox Photoramic, Inc. Norfolk, Va. 
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Ancestor and descendants live in harmony; the stately old box of the great hedge planted by George Mason 
over 200 years ago, contrasts and harmonizes with trimmed box edgings, grown from clippings of the origi
nal plants. 

All photographs, except that on p. 43, supplied by courtesy of the Board of Regents of Gunston Hall. 
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lar varieties then as now, will give the spring color 
and later foliage outline for garden enframement. 
The walk at the garden end will become an especial 
feature; a double row of slendar cedars, dwarf box
wood, flowering quince and sweet briar roses, over
looking the lower garden and on to the Potomac, 
and forming a delightful place from which to view 
the countryside. On the mansion side the tulip pop
lars, so familiar at southern places, will soon shade 
the building and give a fitting frame to views into 
the garden. 

The garden houses capping each mound are de
signed in the spirit of the mansion architecture, yet 
light and playful with a touch of the Chinese feel
ing. They are of sufficient character to be recalled 
as belonging only to Gunston much as does the ex
quisite porch on the garden facade of the mansion. 
From these two houses the view into the garden and 
out over the fields and woods to the river and its 
cooling breeze will be inviting." 

Mr. Hopkins in 1954 said "will be"; the visitor 
fifteen and more years later can say "is", for he can 

see in living beauty the reality that has grown from 
Alden Hopkins' vision. 

In her speech at the Presentation ceremonies in 
1954, Mrs. Frank J. Gilliam, then Chairman of the 
Restoration Committee of The Garden Club of Vir
ginia, gave the story of the greatest t r iumph, from 
a practical point of view, of the whole work of res
toration : 

"The great feature of the garden at Gunston Hall 
is the boxwood. One of the most magnificent hedges 
of English dwarf boxwood in America is planted in 
the shape of a giant letter T, the top of the T run
ning parallel across the length of the house and the 
long leg of the T stretching some several hundred 
feet in a double row through the garden. In the 
course of the years the top of the T had suffered 
heavy damage, the greater par t of the eastern arm 
having been lost and a small part of the western 
arm. To replace this boxwood with specimens equal 
in size and beauty — and consequently in age — 
thus became the challenging task of The Garden 
Club of Virginia; no easy undertaking in the finding, 

Enormous boxwoods successfully moved and planted 15 years ago. From a color slide taken by the late 
Alden Hopkins, landscape architect of the restoration. Used by permission of Mr. Hopkins' associate and 
executor, Donald H. Parker. 
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purchasing and moving the living antiques sought 
for this purpose. 

On a farm in Rockbridge County, Virginia, we 
found a planting of English dwarf boxwood forty-
five feet in length, from seven to nine feet in height, 
and varying from fourteen to eighteen feet in width. 

The problem of moving this enormous plantation 
of boxwood was no small one. A number of nursery
men were unwilling to face the task, but Mr. John 
O. Williams, of the Williams Nursery, in Richmond, 
agreed to undertake the moving. In a letter to the 
Restoration Committee Mr. Williams described his 
reaction as follows: 'Had it not been such a chal
lenge we would probably have followed our first 
impulse after seeing the box, to throw up our hands 
and back off, admitting our defeat. But, after con
sideration, we decided that although wide-spreading 
branches on one side were so large and so rigid that 
it would be impossible to tie them up to get near the 
center, the other side was comparatively straight up 
where it apparently had grown against a fence. We 
could dig on that side and, with utmost care, slowly 
tunnel under the branches and work the dirt out 
through the foliage.' 

The moving of the boxwood was a task lasting 
ten days with a large crew of men, a bulldozer, 
tackles, winches, and two underslung trucks re
quired for the work. The Virginia State Department 
of Highways cooperated in testing bridges and meas

uring underpasses to choose the best possible route. 
The hedge was formed of six pieces and they were 
numbered and replanted in the ground at Gunston 
as they had grown originally. The smallest ball 
moved weighed as estimated five tons." 

(Reprinted in THE BOXWOOD BULLETIN, Vol 
4, No. 2, by permission of Mrs. Gilliam and The Gai 
den Club of Virginia, from the Presentation program 
booklet.) 

The healthy condition of this transplanted box
wood and indeed of all the garden today is credited 
to the excellent care given by Gunston's experienced 
gardeners. Visitors will find a tablet in the garden 
which reads: 

"In Honor of 

Thurman Bushrod 

who for more than half a century has, 
through his skill and devotion, maintained 
and enhanced the beauty of these gardens. 

The Board of Regents 
1966 of Gunston Hall 

Mr. Bushrod died in 1967. His brother, Mr. Er
nest Bushrod, is now head gardener at Gunston Hall. 
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Buxus sempervirens 'Elegantissima' 
By 

J.T. Baldwin, Jr. 

Karl Heinrich Emil Koch (1809-1879) published 
this superlative designation for a cultivar of Buxus 
sempervirens in DENDROLOGIE 2: p. 477, 1862. 1 

The author chose the name well: not only is this, in 
my estimate, a "most elegant" boxwood but also one 
of the most handsome of woody plants with varie
gated leaves. Other individuals apparently think the 
same. Some years ago we planted an especially fine 
specimen of 'Elegantissima' (obtained from Kings
ville Nurseries) on the grounds at the College of 
William and Mary. It grew slowly but thrived and 
in time reached a height of about three feet. A visi
tor singled that plant out for theft. Cuttings from 
Kew of this same variety likewise had slow growth. 

W. Dallimore writing in 1908 had this to say in 
his book HOLLY, YEW & BOX: "Where a neat-
growing, silver-variegated evergreen is required, 
this (variety) might well be tried. It is a slow-grow
ing sort of upright habit, with rather small and nar
row leaves, many of which are deformed. The varie
gation is conspicuously developed; sometimes on the 
youngest growth, occupying the greater part of the 
leaf surface, and usually forming a wide marginal 
band. Shapely specimens are formed without prun
ing, whilst it is possible by cutting it back once a 
year to keep it in a very dwarf state without making 
it look bare". 

In GARDENERS CHRONICLE for June 7, 1968, 
Roy Lancaster wrote as follows about 'Elegantis
sima' : "A very dense, compact, sort of rounded hab
it, but growing out a little when unpruned. Leaves 
small to medium-sized, variously shaped; dark green, 
with irregular creamy-white margin. This is one of 
the most attractive kinds of box when well grown. 
Unfortunately its variegation tends to revert on 
plants which are regularly and hard clipped. A spec
imen at Winchester is 7 ft. in height." Mr. Lancaster 
was describing the cultivar as he knows it in Eng
land; the big specimen mentioned is in the collection 
of Mr. H. G. Hillier of Hillier and Sons, the world-
famous nurseries at Winchester, England. 

The photographs are of a plant at The Blandy 
Experimental Farm, Boyce, Virginia, with the label 
'Elegantissima'. I would judge from the close-up that 
the identification is correct, though one needs to 
examine the plant with the description given above 
firmly in mind. There are a number of Buxus culti-
vars with variegated leaves that differ in colors, 
patterns, and shapes and sizes of leaves. 'Elegantis
sima' is, in my opinion, the best of the lot. The plant 
pictured here has measurements of over 6 feet in 
height by 5V£ feet in width at the base. 

Alphin 2 in the 1930s assembled a collection of 
boxwoods at Blandy, but his published descriptions 
do not appear to include 'Elegantissima'. 

1. Wagenknecht, Burdette L. 1965. Registration 
lists of cultivar names in Buxus L. THE BOX
WOOD BULLETIN 4: 35-41. 

2. Alphin, Thomas H. 1940. A descriptive study 
of varietal forms in Buxus. American Journal 
of Botany 27: 349-357. Reprinted in THE BOX
WOOD BULLETIN, Vol. 1 No. 3 April 1962. 

Buxus supervirens 'Elegantissima'. Above, a plant 
on "Box Hill" at The Blandy Experimental Farm, 
Boyce, Va. 

Opposite, a close-up of the variegated leaves of this 
same bush, approximately life-size. 

Photographs by the Information Division, U. S. De
partment of Agriculture, and used by their permis
sion. 
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"THE OLDEST BOX IN THE COUNTRY" 

BOXWOOD AT SYLVESTER MANOR ON LONG ISLAND 

By J.T. Baldwin, Jr. 

In THE BOXWOOD BULLETIN for April, 1963, 
I stated that Long Island could claim the earliest 
definite record for the introduction of box into the 
United States: Nathaniel Sylvester established box 
at his estate in 1652. Alice Lounsberry visited the 
gardens there and wrote about them in her book 
GARDENS NEAR THE SEA, Frederick A. Stokes 
Co., New York, 1910. I quote from her account. 

"Today at Sylvester Manor, Shelter Island, a 
place not of gentle temper in the winter, the box is 
of far-famed age, strong, sturdy stems, and almost 
unmarred foliage. It was planted in 1652 by 
its strong personality and mystic odor it still has the 
power to turn the thoughts of those visiting it to dis
tant scenes and people long dead." (p. 82) 

. . . box which has witnessed the coming and 
passing of ten generations, and which has partici
pated in the joys of each, since on wedding ceremoni

als (the garden) is strewn, even to a recent day, 
with golden oak leaves; and when I went on beyond 
the Madonna lilies and entered the garden proper, 
I knew that I had reached a place of preeminent 
sentiment. It was a garden not seen at a glance, for 
I found later that it included a lower garden, a ter
race garden, and a water garden. There was also a 
special place for roses. But the dominant feature of 
the whole was the box set in so rambling and myster
ious a fashion that, had not the present mistress of 
the garden walked by my side to show the way, I 
should have been lost in its mazelike intricacies." 

. . . "In this garden George Fox preached to the 
Indians." 

"Today it rests calmly in its seclusion, happy 
with fair blossoms." 

These last quotations from pages 263-264. 

Billowing waves of old boxwood surrounded the flowering Fountain Garden at Sylvester Manor about 1900 
when this picture was taken. From OLD TIME GARDENS by Alice Morse Earle; MacMillan Company, 190 
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I hope that some member of the Boxwood Society 
will give us a report on Sylvester Manor and its 
gardens as they are in 1969. It was good to come 
across an account of what those gardens were like 
over fifty years ago. 

About ten years before Alice Lounsberry's visit 
to Sylvester Manor, Alice Morse Earle, whose ex
tensive and valuable studies of Colonial customs, 
costumes, furnishings and crafts are still quoted as 
authoritative, wrote in her OLD TIME GARDENS, 
The Macmillan Company, 1901: 

"In spite of the constant assertion of the winter
killing of Box in the North, the oldest Box in the 
country is that at Sylvester Manor, Shelter Island, 
New York. 

The estate is now (1901) owned by the tenth 
mistress of the manor, Miss Cornelia Horsford; the 
first mistress of the manor, Grissel Sylvester, who 
had been Grissel Gardiner, came there in 1652. It is 
told, and is doubtless true, that she brought there 
the first box plants, to make in what was then a far
away island, a semblance of her home garden. It is 
said that this Box was thriving in Madam Sylves
ter's garden when George Fox preached there to the 
Indians. 

The oldest Box is fifteen or eighteen feet high; 
not so tall, I think, as the neglected Box at Vau-
cluse, the old Hazard place near Newport, but far 

lore massive and thrifty and shapely. Box needs 
unusual care and judgment, an instinct almost, for 
the removal of certain portions. It sends out tiny 
rootlets at the joints of the sprays, and these grow 
readily. The largest and oldest Box bushes at Sylves
ter Manor garden are a study in their strong, hearty 
stems, their perfect foliage, their symmetry; they 
show their care of centuries. 

The delightful Box-edged flower beds were laid 
out in their present form about seventy years ago 
(ca. 1830) by the grandfather of the present owner. 
There is a Lower Garden, a Terrace Garden, a Foun
tain Garden, a Rose Garden, a Water Garden 

In some portions of these gardens, especially on 
the upper terrace, the Box is so high, and set in such 
quaint and ranbling patterns, that it closely ap
proaches an old English maze; and it was a pretty 
sight to behold a group of happy little children run
ning in and out among these Box hedges that extend
ed high over their heads, searching long and eagerly 
for the .central bower where their little tea party 
was set. 

Over these old garden borders hangs literally an 
atmosphere of the past; the bitter perfume stimu
lates the imagination as we walk by the side of these 
splendid box bushes, and think, as everyone must, 
of what they have been, of what they know; on this 
garden is written the history of over two centuries 
of beautiful domestic home life. It is well that we 
still have such memorials to teach us the nobility 
and beauty of such a life". 

The Editor joins Dr. Baldwin in an eager wish 
for more about the 300-year old box gardens at Syl
vester Manor. Can any of our members, Long Island
ers or not, suggest sources for information — books 
of local history, perhaps, or articles in garden maga
zines? Or better still, will someone write us the de
sired article on the Sylvester Manor gardens, what 
they were like (if possible) in the eighteenth cen
tury, and even more interesting, what they are like 
today? Please! 

American Boxwood Society 
NEW MEMBERS 

January 1969 

Adams, Robert W., R.R. 2, Shelbyville, Ind. 46176 
Armstrong, Mrs. Martha, 510 Newport Avenue, Wil

liamsburg, Va. 23185 
Baldwin, Mrs. Bennett H., Keysville, Virginia 23947 
Bush, Dr. J. Milbert, 425 N. Maysville Street, Mount 

Sterling, Ky. 40353 
Edwards, Lloyd, 9100 Riggs Road, Adelphi, Mary

land 20783 
Ferguson, J. T., 10 South 10th Street, Richmond, 

Virginia 23219 
Halsey, C. V. R., Beuna Vista Avenue, Rumson, New 

Jersey 07760 
Hunter, Dr. Thomas, Cismont, Va. 22928 
Hutcheson, Mrs. R. M., 208 W. Hillcrest Avenue, 

Richmond, Va. 23229 
Knowles, Mrs. George B., Jr., Numquid Farm, South 

Dartmouth, Mass. 02748 
Loveland, Mrs. Samuel C , Jr., "Readbourne", Cen-

treville, Maryland 21617 
Makelim, Mrs. Clifford L., 589 Layman Court, High

land Park, 111. 60035 
Myers, Vernon C , Ridge Farms, Route 2, Norwalk, 

Conn. 06850 
Neal. Mrs. Kirke A., 339 Hammond Street, Chestnut 

Mill, Mass. 02167 
Priddy, Sumpter T., Jr., Mount Airy Farm, Ashland, 

Virginia 23005 
Roberts, Mrs. Caro-Margaret, 8762 Old Dominion 

Drive, McLean, Va. 22101 
Shields, Mrs. John R., 2712 West Lake Lane, Spring

field, Illinois 62707 
Shutt, Thomas S., 605 Wilson Street, Roanoke Rap

ids, N. C. 27870 
Stokes, Charles P., Chestertown, Maryland 21620 
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The American Boxwood Society 

Honorary Life Members 

Anderson, Dr. Edgar, Missouri Botanical Garden, 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Flory, Dr. Walter S., Wake Forest University, Wins
ton-Salem, N. C. 

McCarty, Mrs. J. B., "Waverley", Delaplane, Va. 

Price, A. B., 330 Tenth Street, Arlington, Va. 
Smith, Prof. A. G., Jr., 203 Washington St. West, 

Blacksburg, Va. 
White, Dr. Orland E., 1708 Jefferson Park Avenue, 

Charlottesville, Va. 

Life Members 
Bryan, Tennant, 211 Ampthill Road, Richmond, Va. 
Frogale, William C , P.O. Box 290, Annandale, Va. 
Hanes, Mrs. John W., Jr., Box 64, Great Falls, Va. 
Hickman, Mrs. Baylor, Goshen, Ky. 
Phillips, Rear Adm. Neill, Heronwood Nursery, Up-

perville, Va. 
Rougny, Mrs. P. L., 5 Godfrey Lane, Huntingdon, 

L. I., New York 
Roberts, Mrs. John B., Princess Anne, Md. 
Smithers, Mr. and Mrs. C. Francis, "Barbourville", 

Barboursville, Va. 
Wilson, Mrs. Orme, The Tuleyries, White Post, Va. 

Sustaining Members 

Fletcher, Mrs. Robert Howe, 69 North King Street, 
Leesburg, Va. 

Metcalf, Mrs. Houghton P.. Middleburg, Va. 
Schiller, Morgan B., Wye House, Easton, Md. 
Thayer, Robert H., 1616 H Street, N.W., Washing

ton, D. C. 
Weedon, Mrs. W. S., Box 3492 University Station, 

Charlottesville, Va. 

Contributing Members 

Alford, Mrs. Frank O., 1001 Liberty Life Bldg., 
Charlotte, N. C. 

Blee, Mrs. Harry H., Iverness, Atoka Road, Middle
burg, Va. 

Blydenburgh, Mrs. Vail, Box 593. Smithtown. N. Y. 
Boatwright, Mrs. John, Dan's Hill, Danville, Va. 
Bowie, Forrest D., 601 Largo Road, Upper Marlboro, 

Maryland 
Bratney, Bertrand H., "Bouldercrest", Bluemont, Va. 
Brown, Mrs. H. Clifford, Plough Penny Farm, Mor-

ristown, N. J. 
Brown. Mrs. Stanley N., "Rockland", Leesburg, Va. 
Buck, Gordon M., "Wilton", Greenwood, Va. 
Burroughs, Mrs. J. Edward. Mt. Air, Faulkner, Md. 
Carter, Mrs. Robert Hill, 1207 Rothesay Road, Rich

mond, Va. 
Clark. Harrison, 1555 35th Street, N.W. Washington, 

D. C. 
Coit, Lew G., The Lord's Bounty, Lothian, Md. 

Conrad, Mrs. Robert Young, 116 S. Washington St., 
Winchester, Va. 

Davidson, Mrs. Howard C , 6824 Tulip Hill Terrace, 
Washington, D. C. 

deButts, Mrs. Harry A., Montmorency, Upperville, 
Virginia 

Donovan, Mrs. William J., Chapel Hill Farm, Berry-
ville, Va. 

Earle, John G., 2 Rose Hill Road, Moylan, Penn. 
Exnicios, Mrs. Marshall O., Noland House, Lees

burg, Va. 
Finley, David E., 3318 O Street, N.W., Washington, 

D. C. 
Francis, Lewis W., Jr., One Pierrepont Street, 

Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Gaillard, D. P., 224 Transportation Bldg., Washing

ton, D. C. 
Gerry, Mrs. Roger G., 105 Main Street, Roslyn, L. I., 

New York 
Halpin, Mrs. Gerald T., 8000 East Blvd. Drive, Alex

andria, Va. 
Hohman, Henry J., Kingsville Nursery, Kingsville, 

Md. 
Hopkins, David Luke, "Tyrconnel", Woodbrook 

Lane, Baltimore, Md. 
Houghton, Woodson P., 2337 California Street, 

Washington, D. C. 
Kysor, Mrs. H. P., 6 West Lane, Ridgefield, Conn. 
Manning, Frank E., 2210 Russell Road, Alexandria, 

Va. 
Miller, Dr. James A., Merriman's Lane, Rt. 4, Win

chester, Va. 
Morrison, Graham, Berryville, Va. 
Morton, Mrs. David C , 300 W. Franklin Street, Rich

mond, Va. 
Peete, Dr. William P. J., 2814 Chelsea Circle, Dur

ham, N. C. 
Peters, Harry T., Jr., "Windholme". Orange, Va. 
Pizitz, Isadore, c/o Pizitz, Birmingham, Ala. 
Puller, Mrs. J. B., Jr., 215 Queen Charlotte Road, 

Richmond, Va. 
Pullman, W. A. P., 700 Mayflower Road, Lake 

Forest, 111. 
Rixey, Mrs. John S., Horseshoe Farm, Rapidan, Va. 
Shaw, Mrs. Albert, Hudson House, Ardsley-on-Hud-

son. New York 
Smith, Douglas R., National Savings & Trust Co, 

15th Street and New York Ave., N.W-, Washing
ton, D. C. 
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AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY FOR YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 
On the next page: the annual January list of Honor
ary Life, Life, Sustaining and Contributing Members 
of The American Boxwood Society, as of January 1, 
1969. 
Stanton, Mrs. Otis C , Nonquitt, Mass. 
Stewart, Mrs. J. F. M., Upperville, Va. 
Strauss, Adm. Lewis L., Brandy Station, Va. 
Taylor, Jaquelin E., Meadowfarm, Orange, Va. 
Trimble, William C , "Oakdene", Valley Road, 

Brooklandville, Md. 
Veach, Mrs. John B., 390 Vanderbilt Road, Bilt-

more Forest, Asheville, N. C. 
Webster, Charles D., St. Mark's Lane, Islip, L. I., 

New York 
Woltz, Charles Killian, Keith Valley Road, Char

lottesville, Va. 
Worth, Mrs. Richard, "Edgeworth", West Chester, 

Pa. 

If your letter is concerned with 
Membership, new or renewal 
Payment of dues 
Change of address 
Gift Membership 

Ordering back issues of the Bulletin 
Ordering Dr. Wagenknecht's List 
General information about the Society 

write to 
Mr3. Andrew C. Kirby, Secretary-Treasurer, 

The American Boxwood Society 
Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620 

THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

I N F O R M A T I O N 
DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular membership dues of The American Box
wood Society are $3.00 a year. There has been some 
misunderstanding of the statement that $2.00 of this 
are for a subscription to the Boxwood Bulletin. It 
should instead be understood that the Society allots 
2/3 of the money received from dues to the publica
tion expenses of the Boxwood Bulletin. 

Non-member subscriptions are for groups and 
institutions such as botanic gardens, libraries, etc. 
These are $5.00 a year, and run by the calendar year. 

The Boxwood Society year runs from one Annual 
Meeting to the next; from May of one year to May of 
the next year. Those joining the Society at other 
times are sent all the Boxwood Bulletin issues for 
the current Society year, beginning with the July 
number. Their dues are then again due and payable 
in the following May. This was voted by the Society 
to lighten as far as possible the heavy work load of 
our busy Secretary-Treasurer, who, like all other 
officers of the Society, is an unpaid volunteer. 

Single numbers of the Bulletin are $1.00, plus 50 
postage, each. Orders of five or more copies are sent 
postpaid. At the present time any or all Bulletins 
are available, back to Vol. 1, No. 1. (Vol. 1 consists 
of three issues only, there was no Vol. 1, No. 4.) 

Besides regular membership dues at $3.00 per 
year, there are other classes of membership avail
able: Contributing, $10.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Life, 
$100.00; and Patron, $500.00. 

If you have something of real importance — a 
question of policy, a new project for the Society, a 
matter which needs top-level consideration, write to 

Rear Adm. Neill Phillips, USN Ret'd., President, 

Heronwood, 

Upperville, Virginia 22176 

If you have contributions for the Boxwood Bul
letin — articles, news notes, photographs, sugges
tions of anything of probable interest to boxwood 
people, it saves time to direct them to 

Mrs. Edgar M. Whiting, Editor, 
The Boxwood Bulletin, 

415 West Clifford St., 
Winchester, Va. 22601 

This applies to criticisms and corrections, too — "We 
regret errors; we welcome corrections." 

NINTH ANNUAL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 14, 1969 

Place, time and other detailed information in the 
April issue of the BULLETIN, and in the usual 
mailed notices. Please plan to attend. 



Gift Membership in 

The American Boxwood Society 

From. 

The Boxwood Bulletin will be sent to you 
quarterly. 

GIFT MEMBERSHIP IN 
THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

Above you see a reproduction of our gift card 
just as it would go to one of your friends announc
ing your gift membership to them for one year. The 
Society year runs from May 1 to April 30, or from 
one annual meeting date to the time of the next 
annual meeting. 

THE BOXWOOD BULLETIN 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr., College of William and Mary, 
Williamsburg, Va. 

Prof. Albert S. Beecher, Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute, Blacksburg, Va. 

Dr. George M. Darrow, Olallie Farm, Glen Dale, Md. 

Dr. Walter S. Flory, Jr., Wake Forest College, 
Winston-Salem, N. C. 

Dr. George H. M. Lawrence, Rachel McMasters 
Miller.Hunt Botanical Library, Pittsburg, Pa. 

Dr. Conrad B. Link, University of Maryland, 
College Park, Md. 

Dr. Ralph W. Singleton, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, Va. 

Dr. Henry T. Skinner, U. S. National Arboretum, 
Washington, D. C. 
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