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THE MAIL BOX 
An Epidemic Invasion Of Root Rot? 

24 September 1971 

Dr. R. C. Lambe 

Plant Pathology Department 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute 

and State University 

Blacksburg, Virginia 24061 

Dear Dr. Lambe: 

Re our telephone conversation September 20 a-
bout root rot in buxus, I enclose letters the Box
wood Society has received. In addition I have had 
numerous telephone calls. For instance, the boxwood 
in Middleburg on the grounds of the Middleburg 
Chronicle suddenly is dying. About three years ago 
the same thing happened almost overnight on the 
Eastern Shore at Wye House, the ancestral home of 
the Lloyd family, when the ancient boxwood gar
dens (suffruticosa), apparently in perfect health, al
most overnight turned straw color and died. 

I enclose a letter from Mr. Donald H. Sherwood. 
1611 Bush Street, Baltimore, Maryland 21230, and 
a letter from Miss Mary Monroe Penick, 194 White 
Street, Lexington, Virginia 24450, each reporting 
similar calamities. The letter from Miss Penick 
shows that the epidemic is approaching disaster 
status around Lexington. 

In my own experience, with the considerable 
buxus plantings at Heronwood, for the past 15 years 
we have from time to time had a sudden browning 
off of individual plants in our hedges of English 
(suffruticosa) boxwood. The affected plant has al
ways been promptly dug out and burned. This sur
gery usually has stopped the trouble; but every time 
that a recurrence of browning off has taken place 
in that particular area we then have taken a soil-
root-foliage sample of the affected plant, put them 
into a small pliofilm bag and mailed them to Plant 
Pathology at V. P. I. A prompt reply has always 
diagnosed some sort of nematode and prescribed a 
definite soil fumigant to be applied by a professional 
tree company (we consider soil fumigants too toxic 
to be handled by other than licensed operators). 
This treatment has always worked with us at Heron-
wood and our English box continues to thrive—but 
now the Boxwood Society (and our personal ob
servations) are bringing in evidence of this sudden 
phenomenon of English boxwood (in widely separat
ed areas) suddenly turning straw color all over 
and noble plants dying overnight. 

I well remember at the 1971 Annual Meeting 
of the Boxwood Society at the National Arboretum 
when you asked recognition from the floor and told 
of the epidemic invasions of root rot now in progress 
(largely perhaps due to man's increased mobility 
flying from country to country, with tiny spores or 
fungi attaching themselves). 

I know that you are doing a major research job 
on the problem, and that you will be unable to pub
lish any scientific treatise-in-depth on the subject 
until you have had time and facilities to do a proper 
job. But nevertheless time is of the essence. If for 
the October Boxwood Bulletin you can give us just 
a brief column and emergency recommendations, 
the entire Boxwood Society will be grateful to you. 

So far as I know this present disaster pertains 
only to English boxwood (suffruticosa). The sud
den straw color death has not (so far as I know) af
fected American boxwood (arborescens), though 
the American boxwood continues its long standing 
troubles (mostly in cities) of boxwood miner and 
red spider. 

By copy of this letter to Mrs. Whiting I am ask
ing her to publish it in the October Bulletin; not 
from pride of authorship but because I feel it con
tains information many of our members would wish 
to have. Also you then may be able to shorten the 
column we hope to receive from you for the Bullet
in, because I have tried to present the basic pro
blem. 

Sincerely, 

iVeiZI Phillips 

President 

Although Dr. Robert C. Lambe of the Depart
ment of Plant Pathology and Physiology at V.P.I, 
has been almost overwhelmed in the past two 
months with letters and telephone requests for help 
in this sudden and alarming increase of one of box
wood's most serious diseases, he found time to an
swer Admiral Phillips' request with the article on 
the next page. Read also his contribution to the 
April 1971 issue of the Bulletin, Vol. 10, No. 4; pp 
63, 64. 
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PHYTOPHTHORA ROOT ROT DISEASE OF 
BOXWOOD AN EVER INCREASING PROBLEM 

R. C. Lambe 

Extension Specialist, Plant Pathology, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University 

In April of this year, an article in the Boxwood 
Bulletin described the injuries suffered by boxwood 
from infection caused by the soil-borne fungus Phy-
tophthora parasitica. Both the English boxwood, 
Buxus sempervirens L. var. suffruticosa L. and the 
American boxwood, Buxus sempervirens L. var. 
arborescens L. are susceptible to infection. The pur
pose of this report is to elucidate more on the fact
ors influencing disease and report on past and pre
sent research efforts into control. 

The disease is not new as mentioned in the earl
ier report, but from time to time has cropped up 
giving rise to fears that an epidemic is in progress. 
The disease has apparently become more prevalent 
recently and is currently causing considerable con
cern in several different localities of both Virginia 
and Maryland. The author has observed serious 
losses in the Lexington, Virginia area, but disease 
has occurred in past years, and in fact, continues to 
occur in the eastern portion of the state. 

The Phytophthora fungus on plants growing 
outdoors is principally confined to the fibrous root 
system and lower portions of the stem, both stems 
and leaves are susceptible to infection in the labora
tory as shown by research conducted in North Caro
lina. Movement of the disease by propagating stem 
cuttings is a definite possibility. Small plants prop
agated from diseased cuttings turn a bright straw 
color and if roots develop, they are a dull dark 
brown. Planting healthy appearing small plants in 
soil that has been improperly pasteurized or in the 
landscape where plants have died previously com
monly results in rapid death. Chemical fumigation 
or heat pasteurization of rooting media will eradi
cate Phytophthora. Careful selection of cuttings 
from healthy mother plants will avoid the disease. 
Fields prepared for planting liners should be treat
ed with the appropriate fumigant to eliminate any 
fungus present and also parasitic nematodes that 
might reduce growth. 

When boxwood has been growing for long per
iods of time with no apparent lack of vigor or heal
thy color and suddenly develops dieback of portions 
of the plant, usually resulting in eventual death, 
Phytophthora may be involved. If the Phytoph
thora fungus can be isolated in the laboratory from 
the fibrous root system or the lower portion of the 
main stem, there is no doubt that the plant is suf
fering from Phytophthora root rot. During exhaus
tive surveys of boxwood plantings in North Caro
lina by researchers, it was discovered that small 
localized pockets of root infection may exist un
noticed for years on a large plant. The plant may 

actually be in a state of decline for several years 
before its disease tolerance is overcome and the 
fungus causes death. 

The Phytophthora fungus thrives during warm 
weather, when the soil temperature is around 85 
degrees F, and is most likely to kill plants when the 
soil is moderately moist. It is during this period 
when the fungus reproduces and spreads to adja
cent roots. Under nursery conditions, the disease 
is most serious during July and August and years 
when rains are super abundant. 

Chemical Control Measures 

About five years ago, numerous studies were 
conducted in Virginia on boxwood, in various stages 
of disease caused by Phytophthora root rot, with 
fungicides manufactured to control soil-borne fungi. 
These chemicals were injected into the soil and fib
rous root system of disease plants in an attempt to 
reach the fungus killing the roots. A l l of these 
studies were inconclusive. Failure of the chemicals 
to control disease was attributed to an inability of 
the chemicals to penetrate the fungus inside the 
roots. Repeated applications were also unsuccessful. 
This work was terminated. 

During the last three years, research has been 
under way in the greenhouse at Virginia Polytech
nic Institute and State University in Blacksburg to 
test the latest available fungicides to determine the 
most effective. This research has been conducted 
with small plants of English and American boxwood 
(Figure 1 ) . There are no chemicals available at this 
time that are both effective and registered for use 
on boxwood by the Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Cultural Control Measures 

On declining or weak boxwood, all diseased 
stems should be removed to reduce the possibility 
of infection by weak stem blighters. General thin
ning which should be conducted annually on all 
boxwood is suggested to stimulate new growth on 
the older branches. Fertilization to stimulate new 
root formation should be considered. Apply water 
during extreme dry periods of the year. Late fall 
or winter watering is especially important during 
periods of drought. Drainage should be improved 
if water stands after rains. Refer to the Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University Exten
sion Publication "Boxwood in the Landscape," Pub
lication No. 248. 
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WINTER PROTECTION IN NEW JERSEY 

DAVID B. REED 

Our winter protection of Buxus suffruticosa con
sists of the following: 

1. Four-foot snow fences, the same as used by 
the highway department, are used as a windbreak. 
Six-foot steel fence posts, spaced approximately ten 
feet apart, hold the fences. These are driven into 
the soil approximately eighteen inches. This year 
we plan to staple burlap to the fence, to see if we can 
get additional protection. 

2. For protection against wind burn and sun 
scald we have tried Wilt Pruf, an anti-transpirant. 
This does not seem to be the answer to our problem. 
However, we will continue to use this until some 
other suitable material is made available. This will 
not protect if you have severe winds and tempera
tures near or below freezing for several days at a 

time, with little or no snow cover — which is often 
the case in our area. 

3. Mulch for the winter. Salt hay is used; this 
is purchased from a local farm supply store. The 
hay is not removed in the spring, additional hay is 
added at that time, and during the summer months 
as needed. The boxwood we have is grown in open 
beds; for boxwood in foundation plantings I definite
ly would recommend some other type of mulch. 

We have found that sugar cane is about our best 
mulch — some weeds do come through but for the 
most part are easy to pull. This material is becom
ing difficult to obtain in our area. At one time sugar 
cane was used by poultry farmers — of whom we 
now have very few. 

Pheasant Hill, Allentown, N.J. 08501 
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Buxus Sempervirens 'Pullman 
Buxus sempervirens 'Pullman', the most recent 

addition to Dr. Wagenknecht's REGISTRATION 
LISTS OF CULT IVAR NAMES IN BUXUS L., orig
inated in the garden of Mr. William A. P. Pullman 
at Lake Forest, Illinois. Mr. Pullman, a former 
president of the Chicago Horticultural Society and 
currently a member of the Board of the American 
Horticultural Society, calls himself an amateur hor
ticulturist whose hobby it is to experiment with a 
number of plant varieties which are on the border 
of hardiness in the Chicago area, with its notorious
ly difficult climatic conditions. 

Mr. Pullman mentioned the exceptional hardi
ness in his garden of this sempervirens cultivar, in 
the Boxwood Bulletin (October 1964 and January 
1966). He had originally (1955 or 1956) placed 
some twenty-five or thirty plants of B. sempervirens 
next to the house where they were protected from 
heavy winds out of the northwest. In a desperately 
bad weather situation in 1963, all this box was killed 
or badly damaged with the exception of three fair-
sized plants, which, Mr. Pullman reports, didn't have 
so much as one brown leaf. Since this struck him 
as indicating a hardy strain, he made 340 cuttings. 

Over 300 rooted and were planted in cold frames 
for two years. In the spring of 1965 they were lined 
out in the vegetable garden, whose major protection 
is a seven-foot arborvitae hedge. 

With no winter protection other than a light 
mulch of slough hay or redwood bark, these box
woods grew so rapidly and successfully that in the 
spring of 1968 they were moved so that they could 
be properly separated, and are now as shown in the 
photographs. Mr. Pullman was concerned for their 
welfare in the winter folowing the moving, but they 
showed no ill effects whatever. They are every bit 
as hardy as 'Inglis.' Twice at least they have with
stood 20° below zero weather; and this spring their 
vigor, Mr. Pullman says, was and is quite incredible. 

Above. In Mr. Pullman's garden in Lake Forest, Illi
nois, the newly-registered cultivar grows behind a 
fluted hedge of Buxus microphylla koreana. A yard
stick discernible in the center of the picture gives 
the height of the plant. 
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In this Lake Forest garden, B. sempervirens 
'Pullman' has shown itself to be hardier than the 
Koreana, which break dormancy so early — some
times in April — that they may be badly hurt by a 
late freeze. The newly-registered cultivar, B. sem
pervirens Pullman, breaks dormancy much later — 
perhaps averaging mid-May. 

Dr. Richard Howard of the Arnold Arboretum, 
and others who have seen this sturdy, vigorous and 
handsome plant, have strongly suggested its regis
tration and further cultivation, for the benefit of 
future growers of boxwood in difficult climatic 
areas. 

Mr. Pullman's nursery garden. The new 'Pullman' cultivar edges the walks and is lined out for further 
growth. The surrounding hedge is arborvitae; the tall boxwood near the birdhouse pole is an unidentifi
ed speciment of sempervirens. 

ADDENDA TO THE REGISTRATION LISTS 
OF CULT IVAR NAMES IN BUXUS L. 

The following cultivar name is to be added to the 
cultivar names cited in the Registration Lists pub
lished in this journal. (The Boxwood Bulletin 4 ( 3 ) : 
35-41, 1965; 7 ( 1 ) : 1, 1967 and 11 (1 ) : 1, 1971). 

Buxus sempervirens L. 

'Pullman' (Registered by William A. P. Pullman 
of Lake Forest, Illinois, September 14, 1971) The 
parent plant which withstood, with no browning, so 

severe a below zero period that all surrounding B. 
sempervirens were killed or very badly damaged, 
is now somewhat over three feet in height and about 
the same in width. There seems to be no reason why 
it should not grow to double that size or more. The 
leaves are narrow, elliptical and pointed. They mea
sure, not counting the petiole, seven-tenths to eight-
tenths of an inch in length and perhaps three-tenths 
of an inch at the widest part. 

Burdette L. Wagenknecht 

Registrar of Cultivated Boxwoods. 
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Boxwood In The Arab East 
Harrison M. Symmes 

A Foreign Service career does not necessarily in
hibit the continued enjoyment of boxwood culture 
and history. In a recent Middle Eastern tour of duty 
I found gardening and boxwood culture a welcome 
relief from professional diplomatic cares. During the 
two and one half years I spent in Jordan (1967-
1970), it was in the garden that I found peace (even 
when spent bullets were found on the garden walk
ways) . Gardening provided a respite from daily 
dealing with intractable political problems. And of 
all the many species of plants in the Holy Land 
region, boxwood still has the greatest attraction for 
me. 

It was a cold, wet day in early November 1967 
that I arrived in Amman to take up my post as Am
bassador to Jordan. Tired and homesick (my family 
were not to join me until several weeks later) I 
looked forward to seeing my new home and discov
ering and beginning to cultivate a new garden. I 
remember thinking that a new garden is always an 
adventure, but I thought at the same time of my 
own collection of small boxwood that had been pro
pagated from cuttings from various old Virginia 
gardens. 

I had been in the Amman residence several times 
during official visits to Jordan over the previous 
twenty years, but I had only a vague recollection of 
the residence garden. That recollection was mixed 
with vague memories of the Consulate General gar
dens in Jerusalem on the Arab and Israeli sides of 
the city. I recalled shapely Mediterranean cvpresses 
and trimmed borders of rosemary, lavender, and 
santolina. Which plants were in the Amman garden 
and which in Jerusalem I could no longer remember. 
As the car arrived at the residence, I could already 
see over the top of the high stone wall tips of cypress 
and Aleppo pine. Bougainvillea and Virginia creeper 
draped over the wall into the street. 

The servants were at the iron gate to meet me— 
cook, butler, second boy, maid, and finally the gar
dener, Abu Yusif, who was to become my friend and 
long-suffering helper during the many hours I spent 
in the garden away from the problems of the office. 
It was at the very moment of entering the high-wall
ed garden enclosure that I saw four boxwoods, two 
on each side of the stone entry path alternating with 
myrtle and laurel bushes. Abu Yusif and I had al
ready begun the first of many gardening conversa
tions. 

"What is the name of this plant in Arabic?" I 
said, pointing to one of the boxwoods. 

"Ismo bakus ( box ) , ya siidi. Its name is box, 
sir," Abu Yusif was saying. 

"Yes, I know its English name, but what is its 
name in Arabic?" I insisted. 

"Ismo sunduuq." And I realized he was translat
ing literally from English to Arabic. Sunduuq means 
boa;, but a container and not the boxwood plant. 

"But don't you have a special Arabic word for it, 
not just a translation of the English?" I asked. 

"Yes, there was a word we used on the West 
Bank, but I forgot it because mostly it is foreigners 
who grow this plant in their gardens, and I became 
used to calling it box. The lady of the former Am
bassador brought these plants from Damascus. I will 
try to remember the name or ask some friends who 
bring plants to Amman," Abu Yusif promised. 

The four boxwoods were not thriving. There 
were extensive areas of leaf burn on two of the 
bushes. I hardly needed Abu Yusif's strongly dis
approving explanation that my predecessor's spaniel 
had been the culprit. Abu Yusif were clearly delight
ed when I replied that there were no spaniels at
tached to my family. 

Abu Yusif volunteered that there were no other 
boxwood in the residence garden and that there 
were none in the garden at the chancery. The nur
sery in Damascus from which the four plants had 
been purchased had brought them from Italy. Al
though certainly I claim no expertise in taxonomy, 
I could see these boxwood were a fine variety of 
suffruticosa. Before at last going into the house to 
unpack, I told Abu Yusif we would have to restore 
the health of the four bushes and that also I wanted 
him to make a propagating box so that we could try 
some cuttings. 

Once again in my Foreign Service career I had 
become involved in a new garden in another coun
try. In previous posts I had begun and enjoyed new 
gardens in Damascus, Kuwait, Benghazi, and Trip
oli and had twice left my own garden in Virginia for 
overseas posts. Although a Williamsburg garden 
represents my ideal, the flora of the Mediterranean 
littoral and the Near East have an undeniable fas
cination. Perhaps it is because boxwood, rosemary, 
lavender, and santolina can be grown in so many 
parts of the world. 

Within a week after my arrival in Amman, Abu 
Yusif and I had started twenty or thirty boxwood 
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cuttings in a plastic-covered box of sand in a sunny 
courtyard of the residence. About fifteen of these 
struck during the cold December and January that 
followed and were set out in the back border in the 
Jordanian spring of 1968. 

As the days passed in Jordan I was to learn 
more but actually not very much about boxwood in 
the Holy Land. It was not possible for the American 
Ambassador in Amman to cross over to Jerusalem 
and the Israeli-occupied West Bank. In fact, as time 
went on it became dangerous to travel in many areas 
of the East Bank of Jordan. By mid 1968 the small 
remaining Jordanian forest areas, Dibbin in ancient 
Edom and Shobak in ancient Moab, had become for
bidden to us because the fedayeen (Arab comman
does) had taken them over as camping and training 
areas. But my family and I were lucky enough to 
SDend some weekend days visiting the native ever
green and deciduous oak groves (Quercus calli-
prinos, ithaburensis, and infectoria), the wild pi-
stacia thickets (Pistacia palaestina), and the numer
ous natural forest growths of strawberry trees 
(Arbutus andrachne), wild almonds, cyclamens, ane
mones, black irises, etc. The occurrences of styrax, 
cercis, and hawthorn in this area are particularly 
striking. After our first spring (1968) these forested 
areas became off limits to us because of Israeli air 
attacks on the fedayeen nests and the hostility of the 
latter to Westerners, especially Americans. 

From various Jordanian friends I learned that 
there were private gardens in Arab Jerusalem with 
a few imported boxwood plants. During my periodic 
automobile excursions from Amman through Da
mascus to Beirut, I stopped at Syrian and Lebanese 
nurseries whenever possible. In several of these 
nurseries I found imported boxwood plants from 
Italy, usually about eighteen or twenty inches high 
and about twelve inches in diameter. Two nurseries 
in Amman stocked a few plants of this same suf
fruticosa variety imported from Italy. 

A few months passed before I came upon an
other variety of boxwood in some private gardens 
in Amman. The garden of the British Ambassador 
had two quite distinguished boxwood bushes about 
five feet in height resembling the variety of semper
virens that many Americans call "American box" 
to distinguish it from suffruticosa varieties. This box 
was probably a clone of balearica judging from pic
tures and descriptions of the latter. They were of a 
distinctly upright stricta habit and had unusually 
thick leaves and stems. Later I saw similar plants 
in other Amman gardens and traced their origins to 
Italy. 

One day a few weeks after my arrival Abu Yusif 
reported with some excitement that he had uncover
ed the proper name of boxwood in Arabic. " I t is 
shimshiir," he told me. A friend in a nursery had 
given him the word, and he recalled shimshiir as the 

word used in Jerusalem. I checked this word with 
several Arab friends who had some horticultural in
terest and knowledge. Among those who had heard 
the word before, there was no agreement that it re
ferred to boxwood. Some in fact insisted it referred 
to a flower similar to the daffodil. More and more 
I became convinced that boxwood was indeed a 
rarity in this part of Asia Minor (but perhaps not 
quite so rare as Dr. Skinner found it in Israel— 
page 33, Vol, 10, No. 3 of The Boxwood Bulletin). 

My interest in the proper Arabic names of local 
ornamentals led me to develop a card file of col
loquial variations as well as classical Arabic names. 
With the help of Bedevian's Polyglottic Dictionary 
of Plant Names (Cairo, 1936) I soon discovered that 
in Egypt boxwood might be called shamshaad. 
Which name was correct? The interesting point was 
that shimshiir is Turkish while shamshaad is Per
sian in orgin. This etymology in itself justifies a con
clusion that the Arabs had learned their boxwood 
expertise, such as it is, from others. I was interested 
to note while rereading recently Philip Miller's arti
cle—page 51, Vol. 2, No. 4 of April 1963— that the 
Turkish and Persian names were also used by him. 

The Eastern Arabs— and certainly the Arabs 
who came out of the desert— historically were not 
greatly interested in ornamental gardens. It was in 
Persian and Iraqi culture and istory before the Arab 
domination that we read about great gardens as 
part of Near Eastern culture. The Arabs unfortun
ately have been more interested in charcoal burn
ing and herding goats and sheep than in the pre
servation and artistic cultivation of native ornamen
tal plants. One must assume that the Persians had 
placed considerable value on boxwood during their 
imperium in Egypt and that the Turks had also used 
boxwood ornamentally in gardens during their per
iod of domination over the Eastern Arabs. Of course, 
the Greeks and Romans may be responsible for the 
horticultural use while local words were used to 
name the plant. 

Leaving aside etymology, I could also uncover 
little interest in boxwood propagation in the nur
series I visited in Beirut, Damascus, and Amman. 
Yet my own amateurish efforts at various times and 
seasons in Amman convinced me that boxwood prop
agation was as easy in Jordan as it is in Virginia, and 
the plant once rooted in Jordan seemed to grow 
faster over a longer growing season, provided it was 
well watered in good soil. I could only conclude 
there was so little demand (except for a few home
sick Westerners or Westernized Arabs) because pro
pagation from cuttings was too much of an invest
ment of capital and time for the local nurseryman 
interested in the usual quick profit. The market for 
boxwood in the Near East was exceedingly small in 
any case. Even in one of the posh Lebanese nurser
ies operated by an English horticulturist I found no 
interest in propagating boxwood—undoubtedly be
cause of the lack of a market. 
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My gardening activity in Jordan produced more 
and more questions about the origins and history 
of boxwood (Southern Europe, North Africa, and 
Western Asia, the books say) . I began to plan on 
hiking through some of the few remaining forest 
areas of the Near East in the hope of coming across 
a native stand of boxwood such as the one I had seen 
at Box Hill in Surrey or the area reported to be still 
extant just north of Antioch in Turkey. I could not 
remember having noticed boxwood in the gardens 
and nurseries of Tunisia and Libya, nor had I ever 
come upon native boxwood plants in any of my 
walks through the maquis country of Cyrenaica's 
Jabal Akhdhar. No Arab I asked had ever seen shim-
shiir or shamshaad growing wild in Jordan or Pales
tine. They knew only "those bushes from Italy." 

In my researches I came across Post's Flora of 
Syria, Palestine, and Sinai, which had just been re
issued by the American University of Beirut. Post 
describes a species of Buxus longifolia Boiss. (1853) 
which grew in the mountainous regions just north 
of Antioch near Mons Cassius and Amanus. Post 
also noted that this same species was at the time of 
hi writing extant near Tripoli in Lebanon. I wanted 
to believe the same species or a similar one might 
still be found in Dibbin or Shobak forest in Jordan. 
I planned to drive to Tripoli and Antioch, hopefully 
to find and take cuttings from the extant boxwood. 
Such a collecting drive was aborted when I was 
transferred suddenly from Jordan in the spring of 
1970. Someday I hope this planned drive can be car
ried out. 

Meanwhile, I am looking forward to the publica
tion of further volumes of Flora Palestina by He
brew University In Israel to see if the genus Buxus 
appears (this could be several years in coming). 
Probably there is no longer a native species of box
wood in Israel or Jordan. But perhaps an enterpris
ing Israeli scientist will make palaeobotanical inves
tigations of Buxus similar to some of the outstanding 
palaeobotanical studies done on other Palestinian 
plants. It would be interesting to know if boxwood 
in the Holy Land has had the same fascinating his
tory as boxwood in the British Isles and continental 
Europe. 

I left my boxwood plants in Amman, of course— 
those that were there when I arrived and those that 
I propagated. I would like to think Abu Yusif and his 
successors will keep them going for my successors. 
They were good stock. 

T IMELY NOTES FOR BOXWOOD GROWERS 

WILLIAM A. GRAY 

F A L L P L A N T I N G : Autumn is a favorite time 
for planting trees and ornamental shrubs in this 
area. English Boxwood (Buxus sempervirens cv. 
suffruticosa) can be transplanted safely until the 
ground begins to freeze. Water thoroughly when 
planting and follow up periodically during any of 
the dry spells that can be expected at this time of 
year. 

SNOW: Large plants may suffer physical dam
age from heavy snow. Thick snow covers should 
not be allowed to accumulate and snow should be 
shaken or brushed off; this should be done with 
care, keeping in mind that freezing temperatures 
make the twigs brittle. In situation where such snow 
removal is impractical, wrapping each plant with a 
protective netting (such as the Toron Shrub Net ) 
is effective and not unsightly. 

SUNSCALD: Some degree of terminal leaf 
bronzing can be expected on English Boxwood that 
are exposed directly to the winter sun. If left, no 
harm will result; the disfigurement will be covered 
by new foliage in April or May. Shading will large
ly eliminate this problem, but shading structures are 
seldom feasible in landscape designs. Sunscald can 
be minimized safely by spraying the plants in earlv 
fall with an anti-dessicant (such as Wilt Pruf) and 
by thinning the upper half of the plant in late fall 
or early winter. 

L O W TEMPERATURES: Resistance to cold var
ies between strains, but nursery English Boxwood 
plants that are field-grown under exposed conditions 
should be fully hardy in this area. Normallv. this 
slow-growing dwarf shrub will produce new foliage 
growth from mid-April to June, and then begin to 
harden: going into winter with a dormant top and 
minimal water in the stems, this plant can withstand 
extremely low air temperatures. To insure this nor
mal and desirable condition, certain cultural prac
tice should be avoided. Do not overwater established 
plants in the fall: do not over fertilize at any time, 
nor fertilize at all after the normal growing period; 
do not lay down a heavy mulch cover in the fall. In 
b r i e f— a little of all these at the proper time is 
very good; too much too late can cause unnecessary 
winter-kill. 

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS: if any pruning is 
done, it is suggested that the random removal of a 
few branches and twigs from the upper half of the 
plant in late November or early December is bene
ficial to English Boxwood and will provide prestige 
materials for Christmas decorations. The clippings 
should be washed, drained, placed in a closed plastic 
bag, and held in a cool, shaded spot until used. 
Spraying with Wilt Pruf or equivalent is recom
mended. 
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Planting Guide For English Boxwood 
(Buxus sempervirens suffruticosa) 

WILL IAM A. G R A Y 

Madoc Level Nursery, Lorton, Virginia 

Location English Boxwood does well in partial or 
light shade and, in suitable soil, will grow in full 
sun or dense shade. It prefers ample air and light; 
future crowding by other fast-growing ornamentals 
should be avoided. English Boxwood is not demand
ing of soil conditions, but will not thrive in exca
vated subsoil nor in compacted hardpan. Above all, 
it cannot stand wet feet. 

should be mowed or cut back, not dug up, to avoid 
injury to the Boxwood's dense root structure near 
the surface. 

In general, pruning is not necessary. If done, 
thinning (the random removal of 5" to 10" twigs) 
the upper half of the plant is preferable to shearing 
or clipping. 

Planting With compact roots and firm soil ball, 
English Boxwood is readily transplanted. 

1. Dig hole a few inches wider and deeper than 
the plant ball. 

2. With heavy loams, mix the excavated topsoil 
(discard subsoil) with vermiculite; do not use ma
nure, humus or fertilizer. 

3. Partly fill hole with this mixture, press down 
firmly, and set in plant so that the top of the ball 
is an inch or so higher than surrounding ground. 
NEVER P L A N T TOO LOW. 

4. Half fill hole around ball with mixture and 
water well. 

5. Fill hole to top and water slowly at base of 
plant. 

6. Lay down an inch or less of pine bark or 
equivalent coarse mulch. Do not mound mulch 
around stem or foliage. Avoid heavy mulching—too 
much mulch will do more harm than good. 

Watering and Feeding For the first season after 
planting, water thoroughly once a week during dry 
periods, otherwise as needed. After the first year, 
water established plants infrequently; syringing the 
foliage is recommended—direct a strong stream from 
the hose nozzle into the plant. 

It is not necessarv to fertilize this slow-growing 
plant every year. However, an ounce or two of 
granular fertilizer (10-10-10 or 10-6-4) spread on 
the soil around the plant during February or March 
will be beneficial. 

Over-feeding a n d over-watering established 
plants (especially in late summer or fall) can cause 
more damage than no attention at all. 

Cultural Tips English Boxwood competes success
fully with weeds or turf grasses. Do not cultivate the 
soil close to Boxwood; any nearby weedy growth 

English Boxwood is relatively free of serious 
pests and diseases. Should insecticides be needed, 
a series of two or three sprayings directed at the 
problem area is suggested starting in late April. Use 
a water-based non-persistent pesticide, such as mala-
thion, diazinon, or sevin as a contact poison. Do not 
use any oil sprays on Boxwood. 

Summer Planting English Boxwood is one of the 
few ornamentals that can be transplanted safely dur
ing the summer months. Although the normal period 
for new foliage growth (mid-April to June) is ter
minated, new feeder roots will be established during 
the summer and fall. It is of course important to 
water well at the time of planting; it is equally im
portant at this time of year to follow this up by 
watering thoroughly once a week—except during 
periods of heavy rainfall. 

Mulch Never leave bare ground exposed during the 
summer months. With newly planted shrubs, a light 
organic mulch is essential to conserve moisture and 
to keep topsoil temperatures within bounds. The 
thinnest mulch cover has the same effect as an addi
tional 3 inches of rainfall during the growing season 
and, as compared to bare, tilled ground, reduces mid
day topsoil temperatures by 15 to 20 degrees. A thin 
layer (one inch or less) of coarse mulch (pine bark, 
wood chips, or equivalent) is recommended. How
ever, be sure to avoid a heavy mulch layer, especial
ly in the fall; this may cause unnecessary winter 
damage. 

Weed Control With its dense and relatively large 
root structure, an established English Boxwood com
petes successfully with weeds or turf grasses. Under 
proper growing conditions, a large number of fine 
feeder roots develop near the surface and will extend 
several inches beyond the outer foliage drip line. It 
is wise not to disturb the soil in this area by cultiva
tion. Grasses or weedy growth should be cut back, 
not dug up. Mowing with a light-weight, hand-push
ed rotary lawn mower is probably the best bet, pro
vided it is done with reasonable care and discretion. 
Do not use a riding or self-powered mower near any 
trees or shrubs. The mulch cover will tend to sup
press weeds and make mowing an easier task. 
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BOXWOOD IN ARKANSAS 

Elsie Bellingrath Stebbins 

Boxwood propagation in the State of Arkansas 
must have begun in the early years of the 19th cen
tury when emigres from the original Colonies home-
steaded the rich lands of the Louisiana Territory 
purchased from Napoleon in 1804. Both the French 
and the Spanish had attempted to prevent migration 
of English colonists across the Mississippi River 
boundary, even though they themselves had estab
lished few permanent settlements west of the River 
other than in lower Louisiana. Al l vestiges of Poste 
de L'Arkansas or Fuerte Carlos, their major settle
ments in our State, have long since been washed a-
way by the vagaries of the River; but, regardless, 
it was not characteristic of these "Creole" settlers 
to use boxwood in this delta area. 

Those of English heritage, however, brought 
sprigs along with household goods from their old 
homes to the new lands of the "West," and many of 
our older settlements (Batesville, Cave City, Perry-
ville, Fayetteville, etc.) in the northern clay and 
limestone areas along the river highways of that era 
have large speciments of box. The most prevalent, 
Buxus sempervirens arborescens, apparently has 
prospered with little or no attention. We have col
lected interesting 10-foot "umbrella" specimens 
where livestock have eaten the lower branches; 

Mr. Stebbins by one of two similarly shaped "tree" 
box at the Little Rock home. Such "flat-tops" were 
used to air feather beds, long ago. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Bullata.' The author stands by 
this handsome plant at the Little Rock home. 

5-foot plants with 8-foot spread which had been 
purposefully sheared flat-top so feather beds could 
be aired; 7 to 9-foot sturdy plants with little or no 
inside foliage because the household chickens pre
ferred them to no hen houses at all, and so on. 

Little Rock, our home, on the Arkansas River, 
is roughly the division point between the alluvial 
plain southeast and the foothills of the Boston and/ 
or Ozark Mountains to the northwest. Annual mean 
temperature is 61.7°; summer 81.9°, winter 40.6°. 
We are approximately 200 feet above sea level; but 
frequent hot, dry, summer winds coupled with a 
relentless sun make semi-shade desirable if not im
perative. The vagaries of our natural rain rule out 
"scientific" watering, and plants are as often drown
ed as they are unwittingly parched to death. Al l this 
presents problems even for cotton, one of our major 
crops, but for boxwood it's really an "eccentric 
treadmill." 

During our thirty years of collecting within a 
hundred-mile radius, most of our specimens were 
spade-dug, balled, and planted in prepared locations 
on the same day. This at times required someone to 
ride the truck or low-boy with a pole to hold up 
wires in order for the boxwood to clear. But the last 
pair of 8-foot plants were moved four years ago by 
a giant pair of tongs and, despite a few broken limbs, 
have recovered better than any previously moved. 



Our home soil has been tested as pH 5.3, ac
cordingly, lime must be added to humus and sand 
when ever a move is made; too, the root crown must 
be placed high so it won't sink into poor drainage 
conditions. Mr. James Brand of Winrock Farms 
made us belivers in Wilt Pruf for both seedlings 
and relocated plants. The latter have always adjust
ed better with an umbrella of burlap for the first 
couple of summers. During the winter we have found 
fresh, barnyard, cow manure applied in late Nov
ember or early December (removed from roots be
fore hot weather) to have been most satisfactory, 
but our agricultural extension agent surmised that 
we got some salts burn this spring because of the 
cows' commercial feed mixture (true or false?). 
As soon as the sap begins to rise we fertilize with 
a very modest quantity of 12-12-12 (or similar fer
tilizer) sprinkled over root area but kept off the 
wood, then watered-in, every two weeks until mid-
June or before hot weather starts; we have also 
tried cotton-seed meal mixed with bone-meal, and 
I guess you could say we have no preference. Most 
of our specimen plants have limbs to the ground 
level, so we have found no satisfactory way of mul
ching without rooting the limbs. We prune vigorous
ly for light and air, as well as for stem strength to 
withstand rare but freakish 6 to 8-inch snows. We 
are not dedicated enough to use covers for snow pro
tection which might be needed twice some winters 
but not at all in others. Regular spraying of mala-
thion has successfully controlled leaf miners early 
and red spider late in the season; some blight or 
oyster scale has been controlled by light treatment 
of lime-sulfur spray in early season. But die-back 
is our scourge — an enigma. 

Other than our tree box, bullata adjusts well and 
will put on 4 to 6 inches per year. Buxus harlandii 
and Buxus microphylla japonica stand the drought 
ably in semi-shade, and have probably given us less 
trouble than any other varieties. Buxus sempervir
ens suffruticosa is a mighty slow grower (16 inches 
from scratch in the last thirty years) and it dislikes 
our summer sun and is chronically upset over our 
watering procedures. We have twenty-five other 
varieties as recent clippings or with several inches 
of growth; but our advice to the beginner in our 
area is that the rule book has yet to be written. 
Notwithstanding that, it's all worth the trouble. 

The 5 foot 4 inch author standing by a walkway of 
four plants which Mr. James Brand refers to as 
"European." Location, the old town of Dardanelle, 
Arkansas on the Arkansas River. Indian treaty 
signed here in 1818 under old oaks, which are still 
standing. 

Above: Mr. Stebbins in front of the largest known 
box in Arkansas, at Bradford. Sixteen feet high. 
"Tree" or arborescens. 

Left: Twenty-year growth of (Koreana? Dr. Bald
win, from a cutting sent him, thinks it is Harlandii) 
at author's home. 

All photographs by Mr. and Mrs. Stebbins. Taken in 
September 1971. 
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Increased Activity At The Blandy Experimental Farm 

Anne Kirby 

The University of Virginia's Blandy Experi
mental Farm, headquarters for the Boxwood Soc
iety, has become increasingly active during the past 
summer, having been given a new lease on life, so 
to speak. The Board of Visitors of the University 
has named Mr. B. F. D. Runk to the chair of Miller 
Professor of Experimental Agriculture and Forestry. 
He succeeds Mr. W. Ralph Singleton as Miller Pro
fessor of Biology and Agriculture. Mr. Singleton 
retired on 1 July 1970. 

Mr. Runk's title is slightly different and has a 
somewhat broader scope. He will have direct sup
ervision of the Blandy Experimental Farm and of 
the Seward Forest in southside Virginia. Mr. Guy 
Estes in director of Seward Forest. 

A new research director of the Blandy Experi
mental Farm is expected to be appointed within a 
year. Both he and Mr. Estes will work closely with 
Mr. Runk who has overall responsibility for both 
institutions. Mr. Runk assumed his new duties on 
1 September 1971 officially, but started programing 
the course of work at Blandy in theearly summer. 

In order to apprise those ABS members not 
familiar with the Society's headquarters, Blandy 
Farm is divided into two principal areas, one a con
ventional farm, and the other a research area known 
as the Orland E. White Research Arboretum, devel
oped around The Quarters where the laboratories 
and greenhouses are located. 

The graveled entrance road to the research area 
curves through a narrow wood off U. S. Highway 
50. tto climb a sudden rise. From the top of this 
hill almost the whole farm lies in panorama against 
a backdrop of the Blue Ridge Mountains only a few 
miles away to the east. 

The Farm not only has a naturally beautiful set
ting, but contains much beauty all its own in the 
form of flowers, shrubs, and trees arranged through
out the Arboretum according to the Engler system of 
classification. This, of course, includes the excellent 
collection of box types to be found on Pea Hill and 
in the ABS test plot. 

The hum of activity during the past several 
months at Blandy has seen the buildings repaired 
and painted, dormitory rooms refurbished, heating 
systems renovated, a new roof put on the Cottage 
— all done to the background drone of the never-
ceasing mowing machines. 

The Arboretum was visited by various groups; 
some large, some small. These were welcomed with 
a brief history of the Farm before being conducted 
on a tour of the grounds by staff members Mr. Cas
par, Acting Director, and Mr. Edwards, Arboretum 
Assistant. 

Groups coming to Blandy included the Wally 
Byam Caravan of about 100 persons encamped at 
Front Royal (Va. ) to attend the Winchester Apple 
Blossom Festival in May, the Springfield (Va. ) Gar
den Club that came by chartered bus, two classes of 
fourth-graders from D. G. Cooley Elementary school 
in Berryville (Va. ) at different times, approximate
ly 40 members of a Principals Conference conven
ing in Charlottesville (Va . ) . Teacher trainees and 
student groups from the Department of Education 
held seminars sponsored by Dr. A. A. Arth on sepa
rate occasions. Faculty members from the Depart
ment of Biology came for a two-day- seminar, and 
the latest group to visit was the "Hiatus Club" of 
Arlington (Va . ) . 

Accompanying Mr. Runk to visit the Blandy 
Farm on different occasions were the following per
sons from administration at the University in Char
lottesville: Mr. Charles C. Abbott, Dean of the Grad
uate School of Business Administration, Mr. Ray
mond C. Bice, Secretary of the Board of Visitors, 
Mr. Richard F. Shutts, Business Manager of the 
University of Virginia, Mr. H. I. Taylor, Director 
of Building and Grounds, Mr. David B. Moyer, Trea
surer, Mrs. Anne A. Armstrong from the office of 
Information Services, Mr. W. Ralph Singleton, for
mer Director of Blandy Farm, Mr. Max Evans, 
Campus Planner, and various members of the Ad
ministrative Committee for the Arboretum. 

Boxwood Society members who recently stopped 
by were Mr. Wyford D. Jones, Delaware, Ohio, Mr. 
Harrison Symmes of Alexandria, Virginia, and Dr. 
J. T. Baldwin, Jr. of the College of William and 
Mary, Williamsburg, Virginia 

Local people not affiliated with ABS, as well as 
others from a distance, came to Blandy seeking help 
with a boxwood problem variously described as a 
die-off or die-back or browning of branches on 
plants, or sometimes the whole plant having a yel
lowing of leaves throughout. Letters and phone 
calls were received concerning this malady, too. 

Dr. Shinya Inoue of the University of Pennsyl
vania, a visiting professor at the Department of Bio
logy and the University's Center for Advanced 
Studies, arrived in late August from Mountain Lake 
Biological Station to take up residence at The Cot
tage here. Dr. Inoue, with his wife and family, will 
be living at Blandy Farm until next summer while 
he works on a Guggenheim-supported project in bio
logical research. Three of the Inoue children are en
rolled in Clarke County Public Schools, two in high 
school and one in Boyce elementary school. 
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>oxwood At The 
National Arboretum 

DOUGLAS P. ANDBERG 1 

The boxwood collection at the U. S. National Ar
boretum was first established in 1952 through the 
acquisition of cuttings from the Morris Arboretum. 
Since that time, the number of species, varieties, 
and cultivars has grown continuously until current
ly we have about 230 accessions from a variety of 
sources, foreign and domestic. Among the major 
donors of boxwood material have been the Morris 
Arboretum, Arnold Arboretum, the Missouri Botanic 
Garden, U. S. Plant Introduction Station, Glenn 
Dale, Kingsville Nursery and the College of William 
and Mary. The National Arboretum would like to 
further expand the collection with contributions of 
young plants or propagations from anyone having 
interesting cultivars, both old and new, missing from 
the collection. Following is a list of all boxwood 
species, varieties, and cultivars at the Arboretum as 
of July, 1971. Names accord with B. L. Wagen-
knecht's Registration List of Cultivar Names in 
Buxus L. (published by the American Boxwood 
Society, 1965) when marked with an ( * ) : 

*Buxus balearica 
* " harlandii 
* " " 'Richard' 

" microphylla 
? " " 'CompactaV 
« " " 'Curly Locks'^ 
• " " 'Grace Hendrick Phillips'.. 
* " " 'Green Pil low' > 
* " " 'Kingsville' 7 
» " " 'Kingsville Buxifolia'Y 

'Kingsville 2-A' 
'Kingsville 4-A' 

* " " 'Morris Dwarf' " 
' " " 'Morris Midget'*] 0ft 5 2 i f 0 , 1 , 0 

'Morris Fastigiate' hc>*> HddricAaf 
* " " var. japonica 
*Buxus microphylla var. koreana 

'Garden Var
iety' 

sinica 
sempervirens 

'Agram' 
Anderson Balkan Seedlings 
789-34 
350-35 
351-35 > c£<Laa.r A*clerS°" ' 
353-35 
K-l to K-146 (incomplete -

Approx. 50 of the 
series on hand) 

*Buxus sempervirens 'Angustifolia' 
'Arborescens' _ , 
'Arborescens Decussata' 17678 

C'Arborescens^Undulifolia^ Ke*J fvfeg 
'Argenteo-variegata' 4-3, i <\ 
'Aureo-variegata' 
'Aurea-pendula' XI^-f5 
'Belleville' 
'Bullata' 
'Elegantissima' 
'Fairview' 
'Fastigiata' 2<£3^<? 
'Flora Place' t ^ ? 
'Fortunei-Rotundifolia'• DnJ*/> , 
'Glauca' 1 

'Hardsworthensis' 
'Hardwickensis' 
Tpek' 
'Joe Gable' 
'Latifolia Macrophylla' Ke.t*y 
'Latifolia Maculata' /<, 
'Latifolia Marginata' fc 
'Latifolia Nova' \C 
'Latifolia Rotundifolia' 
'Macrophylla' . t ? * 
'Maculata Aurea' T •»tf&rTe* > (771 
'Marginata' 
'Myrtifolia' 
'Myosotidifolia' 
'Nish* 
'Northern New York' 
'Pendula' 
'Ponteyi' 
'Prostrata' 
'Pyramidalis' 
'Rosmarinifolia' 
'Rotundifolia' 
'Salicifolia Elata' 
'Serbian Blue' 
'St. Genevieve' 
'Suffruticosa' 
'Vardar Valley' 
'Varifolia' 
'Welleri' 
'Woodland' 

wallichiana 

gardener, U. S. National Arboretum, Plant Science 
Research Division, Agricultural Research Services, 
U. S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D. C. 
20002 
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Construction of the boxwood gardens was initiat
ed in the 1950's under a formal plan created by the 
Arboretum director, Henry T. Skinner. Including 
formal beds of peonies and daylilies for color and 
contrast, the garden centers around the intersection 
of two axes, the one framed by tall oaks and the 
other by handsome crabapple trees. Since many of 
our recent boxwood acquisitions are maturing to a 
size suitable for transplanting from our nurseries, 
expansion of our gardens will soon be necessary. 
Many specimens in our permanent gardens are being 
resurrected from a state of decline due to poor soil 
drainage. We intend to improve this situation by 
transplanting and raising of plants to correct drain
age and improve root structure and vitality. 

Our program of boxwood maintenance in the 
past has revolved around feeding, pruning, thinning 
and spraying, topics which may best be covered 
separately. 

Feeding — On a regular basis we have utilized 
chemical fertilizers to feed our boxwood. We have 
applied granular 10-6-4 at a rate of 1/4 cup per 
square yard. Special attention has been paid re
cently to the need of plants for additional nitrogen 
because of the application of mulch for weed con
trol. High nitrogen fertilizer 20-10-5 has been ap
plied around plants before the application of mulch, 
but no later than July 1. 

Pruning — Pruning is performed here in the 
winter months to remove dead, weak, or diseased 
wood. Occasionally, we also find it necessary to 
prune out excessive seed, to remove vigorous suck
ers, and mutant shoots as well as those unsightly 
branches which become rooted into the mulch and 
which may destroy the desirable form of a specimen. 
One of our most troublesome cultivars on all counts 
is Buxus sempervirens 'Pyramidalis' which usually 
attains a tall, ascending pyramidal form. Several of 
our plants are weak and thin, supporting also ex
cessive masses of seed, the weight of which pulls 
down weak branches. We have been pruning out this 
weak wood and seeds, and any branches which are 
rooted into the mulch. Rooted branches often sur
pass the central leader (if any) in height and 
strength, thus destroying the symmetry of the plant. 

Thinning — Very little thinning is practiced, 
as few of our cultivars attain a form so dense or 
compact that they may be prone to snow damage or 
poor ventilation. However, we occasionally find it 
necessary to brush off heavy snowfalls since no pro
tective frames or coverings are used. It becomes 
necessary to remove compacted leaves and litter 
from the bases and crotches of a few plants which 
have an open or prostrate form, and which tend 
to trap wind-blown debris. This is done during fall, 
winter and early spring. 

Spraying — In the past, spraying of Malathion 
in spring, summer and fall has sufficed to reduce 
leaf insect problems to a satisfactory level. In the 
future, we plan to use dimethoate, a systemic in

secticide, in mid-April or after new growth hardens 
to control psyllids, miners, or mites. 

Mulching — Mulch has been employed success
fully for weed control in our gardens. We use Ar
boretum-produced wood chips and also purchased 
shredded oak mulch. Wood chips have been used 
in some areas to a depth of 4" or more with the 
unfortunate consequence that water runoff has been 
impeded in some areas where runoff must be fac
ilitated to maintain proper soil-water relations. Ex
cess mulch has also been responsible for layering of 
branches and main stems occasionally where mulch 
was thrown over or against natural plant crowns. 
Also, the use of mulch in the past may have been 
a contributing factor to the apparent nitrogen defic
iency in some declining plants. Supplementary nitro
gen should correct this problem. Mulch may do more 
harm than good if not properly used. It should not 
be too heavy and should never be applied to a hard, 
compact surface. The ground should always be well 
cultivated first, lightly about the plants and more 
deeply between them. 

Liming — Dolomitic lime is applied in winter 
months on alternate years to maintain a pH favor
able to boxwood. This practice is especially bene
ficial to plants at the Arboretum site since the oak 
mulch is particularly acid. Buxus sempervirens, es
pecially, is known to be a lime-loving plant, while 
Korean or Japanese varieties of Buxus microphylla 
have been found to grow on soils of differing pH in 
their native habitat. 

Miscellaneous — In transplanting boxwood from 
our nurseries to the field, we make it a point to 
use anti-defoliant sprays and water-soluble nitro
gen immediately after moving to help combat trans
plant shock. Since our nursery stock is accustomed 
to a protected lath house climate, it benefits from 
these practices after being transplanted and also 
from good sturdy staking, especially in the windy 
spring months. Transplanting must be accomplished 
prior to the growth of new leaves and stems in the 
spring, or damage to this new growth can result 
from wilting due to wind, sun, or dryness. 

We have encountered occisional rodent problems. 
Girdling of plant stems by mice in the winter has 
resulted in some minor plant damage. The use of rat 
poison, Warfarin mixed with cracked grain in the 
winter has eliminated or reduced the mouse and rat 
population in our gardens. Chipmunks and rabbits 
are present but do not appear to pose any problems. 

We use aluminum record and display labels. 
Aluminum record labels, attached with copper wire, 
appear to resist weathering quite well except when 
in contact with the ground where corrosive chemi
cal fertilizers and moisture may quickly destroy 
them. The all-aluminum photo-metal display labels 
in the public gardens have a tendency to disappear, 
use of less conspicuous record labels assure that 
identity of plants will not be lost. Furthermore, 
should all labels be lost, our permanent planting 
plan makes possible reidentification of plants. 
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Buxus sempervirens 'Elegantissima' at the U. S. National Arboretum, Washington, D. C. 

Photograph from the U.S. National Arboretum 
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The American Boxwood Society 
NEW MEMBERS 

Added since July, 1971 

Alsop, Robert C , Stockbridge, Mass. 

Anderson, James J., 20 Meadow Road, 
Baltimore, Md. 

Atoka Farm, Upperville, Va. 

Berryman, Mrs. U. G., Leighton, Alabama 

Brown, John P., 516 Florence Ave., 
Webster Grove, Mo. 

Butler, Scot, 7525 Old Dominion Drive, McLean, Va. 

A REMINDER TO MEMBERS 

Who Have Not Yet Paid 

1971-72 Dues 

You will automatically cease to be a member of 
the American Boxwood Society, and your name will 
be removed from the mailing list of the Boxwood 
Bulletin, if your dues have not been paid by January 
1, 1972. The reasons why me must operate in this 
way are given in the third paragraph on the Infor
mation page, opposite. 

We would miss you very much. Stay with us, 
mail your dues today to Mrs. Kirby at Box 85, Boyce, 
Va. 22620. 

Cochran, Mrs. Carlyle, 8205 Kerry Road, 
Chevy Chase, Md. 

Fitz-Hugh, Mrs. G. Slaughter, 2003 Spottswood 
Road, Charlottesville, Va. 

Kirkpatrick, Allen, 5019 Sedgwick, 
Washington, D.C. 

Libhart, Henry M., R.D. 1, Marietta, Pa. 

Martin, Mrs. Henry C , 808 Springvale Road, 
Great Falls, Va. 

Pemberton, Mrs. Eva S., Cherry Dale Farm, 
Doswell, Va. 

Penick, Miss Mary M., 104 White St., Lexington, Va. 

Preston, Mrs. Robert S., Jr., Ben Dover Farm, 
Manakin, Va. 

Wohner, Mrs. Collins, 239 E. Center St., 
Canton, Miss. 

The American Boxwood Society regrets to report 
the loss of a long-time and much valued member, 
Mr. Henry Thompson Woodland, of Middleburg, 
Virginia, who died on the 9th of June, 1971. 

STATEMENT OF OWNERSHIP 
MANAGEMENT AND CIRCULATION 

1. Date of Filing: September 30,1971. 

2. Title of Publication: The Boxwood Bulletin. 

3. Frequency of issue: Quarterly. 

4. Location of Known Office of Publication (Street, city, coun
ty, state, zip code): Blandy Experimental Farm, Boyce, 
Virginia, 22620. 

5. Location of the Headquarters or General Business Office 
of the Publishers (Not printers): The American Boxwood 

Society, Boyce, Virginia, 22620. 

6. Names and Address of Publisher, Editor, and Managing 
Editor: Publisher, The American Boxwood Society, Boyce, 
Virginia, 22620; Editor, Mrs. Edgar M. Whiting, Winches
ter, Virginia, 22601. 

7. 

8. 

Owner: (If owned by a corporation, its name and address 
must be stated and also immediately thereunder the names 
and addresses of stockholders owning or holding 1 percent 
or more of total amount of stock. If not owned by a cor
poration, the names and addresses of the individual owners 
must be given. If owned by a partnership or other incor
porated firm, its name and address, as well as that of each 
individual, must be given.) Name, The American Boxwood 
Society, Boyce, Virginia, 22620 (Incorporated; Non-stock, 
non-profit Organization.) 

Known Bondholders, Mortgages, and other Security Hold
ers Owning or Holding 1 percent or more of Total Amount 
of Bonds, Mortgages or Other Securities (If there are none, 
so state): None. 
EXTENT AND NATURE OF CIRCULATION 

average No. 
Copies Each 
Issue During 

Preceding 
12 Months 

A. TOTAL NO. COPIES PRINTED 
(Net Press Run) 

B. PAID CIRCULATION 
1. Sales through dealers and carriers, 

street vendors and counter sales 
2. Mail Subscription 

C TOTAL PAID CIRCULATION 

750 

0 
573 
573 

D. FREE DISTRIBUTION BY MAIL, CARRIER 
OR OTHER MEANS 

1. Samples, Complimentary,- and other 
free copies 27 

2. Copies distributed to news agents, 
but not sold 0 

E. TOTAL DISTRIBUTION (Sum of C and D) 600 
F. OFFICE USE, LEFT-OVER, UNACCOUNTED, 

SPOILED AFTER PRINTING 150 
G. TOTAL (Sum of E & F-should equal 

net press run shown in A ) 750 

Actual Number 
of Copies of 
Single Issue 
Published 

Nearest To 
Filing Date 

750 

0 
573 
573 

0 
600 

150 

750 

Mrs. Andrew C. Kirby, Secretary-Treas. 
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FOR YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 

THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

I N F O R M A T I O N 

DUES A N D SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular membership dues of The American Box
wood Society are now $5.00. This includes a sub
scription to The Boxwood Bulletin, to the publica
tion of which the Society allots about 2/3 of the 
money received from dues. 

Non-member subscriptions are for groups and 
institutions such as botanic gardens, libraries, etc. 
These are $5.00 a year, and run by the calendar year. 

The Boxwood Society year runs from one Annual 
Meeting to the next; from May of one year to May of 
the next year. Those joining the Society at other 
times are sent all the Boxwood Bulletin issues for 
the current Society year, beginning with the July 
number. Their dues are then again due and payable 
in the following May. This was voted by the So
ciety in order to lighten as far as possible the heavy 
work load of our busy Secretary-Treasurer; who, 
like all other officers of the Society, is an unpaid 
volunteer. 

Price per single copy $1.25 plus 54 postage to 
members: $1.50 plus 54 postage to non-members. 
Orders of five or more copies are sent postpaid. A t 
the present time any or all Bulletins are available, 
back to Vol. 1, No. 1 (Vol. 1 consists of three issues 
only, there was no Vol. 1, No. 4.) 

Besides regular membership dues at $5.00 per 
year, there are other classes of membership avail
able: Contributing, $10.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Life, 
$100.00; and Patron, $500.00. 

Gift memberships are announced to the recipi
ents by boxwood-decorated cards which carry the 
information that The Boxwood Bulletin will come 
as your gift four times a year. 

Members of The American Boxwood Society are 
reminded of the 1968 IRS decision that contribu
tions to and for the use of the Society, are deducti
ble by donors as provided in Section 170 of the Code. 

If your letter is concerned with 

Membership, new or renewal 

Payment of dues 

Change of address 

Gift Membership 

Ordering back issues of the Bulletin 

Ordering Dr. Wagenknecht's List 

General information about the Society 

write to 

Mrs. Andrew C. Kirby, Secretary-Treasurer, 

The American Boxwood Society 

Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620 

If you have something of real importance — a 
question of policy, a new project for the Society, a 
matter which needs top-level consideration, write to 

Rear Adm. Neill Phillips, USN Ret'd., President, 

Heronwood, 

Upperville, Virginia 22176 

If you have contributions for the Boxwood Bul
letin — articles, news notes, photographs, sugges
tions of anything of probable interest to boxwood 
people, it saves time to direct them to 

Mrs. Edgar M. Whiting, Editor, 

The Boxwood Bulletin, 

415 West Clifford St., 

Winchester, Va. 22601 

This applies to criticisms and corrections, too — "We 
regret errors; we welcome corrections." 



A CHRISTMAS SUGGESTION 

GIFT MEMBERSHIP IN 

THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

Above you see a reproduction of our gift card 
just as it would go to one of your friends announc
ing your gift membership to them for one year. The 
Society year runs from May 1 to April 30, or from 
one annual meeting date to the time of the next 
annual meeting. 

Regular membership dues are $5.00 a year. 

Al l membership correspondence should be ad
dressed to Mrs. Andrew C. Kirby, Secretary-Treas
urer, The American Boxwood Society, Box 85, 
Boyce, Virginia, 22620. 
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