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A Report On Boxwood Decline 
From Our President 

The severity of the disease has been increasing 
and the infection is spreading. Research at V. P. I. 
rules out soil pH and mineral deficiencies as causes. 
Nematodes do not appear to be a factor. Disease 
severity increases in warm weather and decreases 
in cold weather. Lack of moisture also appears to 
increase the infection. 

Several forms of fungi now appear to be in
volved. These are all organisms known for many 
years in association with boxwood, but which have 
now taken on a new and destructive role selectively 
on English boxwood. 

V. P. I. research continues on methods for con
trol of these pathogens, particularly Paecilomyces 
buxi, which appears to be the primary villain. 

Mr. George Montgomery has completed the 
planned phases of his research, and will go to a new 
job about April 1, 1975. With the concurrence of 
the Westmoreland Davis Found~tion (Morven 
Park), V. P. I. will use the residue of W. D. F. box
wood research funds to put another graduate stu
dent to full time work on our problem. 

Dow Chemical Co. has informed us that they 
have definitely terminated Dowco 281 as a research 
project for boxwood treatment. The effectiveness 
of this chemical has not been proven definitely, and 
Dow Chemical Co. states that it is not economically 
feasible for them to continue its exploitation. 

I hope to be able to provide a more complete 
report on this crisis for the Spring (April) Bulletin. 
I am submitting this brief interim Report now, in 
order not to hold up the Winter (January) issue 
from going to press. 

Neill Phillips 

Report on this problem from the V.P.I. & S.U. re
search team, elsewhere in this issue. Another, more 
detailed, report in the April issue of the Boxwood 
Bulletin. 
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DOW CHEMICAL U.S.A. 

Rear Admiral Neill Phillips, Ret. 
Boxwood Society 
Heronwood 
Upperville, Virginia 22176 

Dear Admiral Phillips: 

Dr. Robert Lambe, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
and State University, has reported to me that the 
Boxwood Society would like to know what Dow 
Chemical Company's plans are for the development 
of Dowco 281 Fungicide. As I have mentioned to Dr. 
Lambe in the past, Dowco 281 is in an extremely 
early stage of development. Plans at present with 
regard to further development of this material are 
uncertain. 

While I believe I can somewhat appreciate the 
problems which you are experiencing with your box
woods, I believe it only fair to say that Dowco 281 
in all probability will not become a commercial pro
duct in the forseeable future for use solely on orna
mentals. I very much regret having to pass this in
formation along to you but feel it is only fair that 
you know the exact status 'of this chemical. 

Sincerely, 

John W. Chesebro 
Field R&D Specialist 
Ag-Organics Department 
Charlotte Sales Office 

Forgotten Something? 

A Reminder To Members Who Have Not Yet Paid 

1974-1975 Dues 

. You will automatically cease to be a member of 
The American Boxwood Society, and your name 
will regretfully be removed from the Bulletin's 
mailing list, if your dues have not been paid by April 
1, 1975. The reasons why we must operate in this 
way are given in the third paragraph on the Infor
mation page, inside back cover. 

We would miss you very much. Please stay. with 
us, mail your dues today to Mrs. Kirby at Box 85, 
Boyce, Va. 22620. 



The American Boxwood Society 

Autulllll Meeting of Officers & Directors 

A meeting of the officers and directors of the 
American Boxwood Society was convened at 10 :30 
a.m. on Friday, November 1, 1974 at Heronwood, 
Upperville, Virginia. The President presided and 
announced that a quorum was present.- Those at
tending were: Admiral Phillips, Mrs. Whiting, Mrs. 
Kirby, Dr. Singleton, Dr. Skinner, Professor Beech
er, Mr. Ewert, and Mr. Otey. Dr. Lambe and Dr. 
Wills were present as representatives from VPI. 
Mrs. Skinner, Mrs. Singleton, Mrs. Beecher and 
Mrs. Ewert were present as guests. Mrs. Dove re
corded the minutes of the meeting. 

The minutes of the May Annual Meeting, 1974, 
as published in the July issue of the Bulletin were 
approved. 

Mrs. Kirby presented the report of the Secretary
Treasurer showing an October 7, 1974 balance of 
$1,392.02 in the checking account and $1,430.00 in 
the savings account. A unanimous vote of thanks 
was extended to Mrs. Kirby for her invaluable ser
vices. 

Election of Director 

Due to the recent death of Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr., 
a vacancy existed on the Board of Directors. Dr. 
Singleton nominated Mr. _ Charles Otey, Director of 
Morven Park, Leesburg; to fill this vacancy. The 
nomination was seconded by Mrs. Whiting. Mr. 
Otey was unanimously elected to the Board of Di
rectors to fill out the term of Dr. Baldwin which ex
pire~ in May 1975. Note: Mr. Otey doe~ not auto
matIcally replace Dr. Baldwin as 1st Vice President 
This replacement will be voted on at the Annuai 
Meeting in May 1975. 

Editor's Report 

Mrs. Whiting reported the Bulletin was contin
uing in its usual good form. However, the mailing 
of the October issue has been delayed due to prob
lems at the Carr Publishing Company. She stated 
the dea!h of Dr. ~aldwin has been a great loss to 
the SOCIety and hIS help and contributions will be 
sore~y missed. Mrs. Whiting always welcomes sug
~es~lOns and help from anyone in her task of pub
lIshmg t~e. Bulletin. A motion was passed to thank 
Mrs. WhltU!g for. he.r magnificent work in editing 
and producmg thIS fme publication. 

President's Report 

Adm~ral Phillips related to the members the pro
gress bemg made by the scientists at VPI in their 
research on boxwood diseases. In conjunction with 
VPI, Dow Chemical Co. has developed a fungicide 
named Dowco 281 which apparently can control the 

current boxwood root-rot problems. However Dow 
is reluctant to incur the expense of getting Environ
mental Protection Agency approval in order to be 
able to put Dowco 281 on the market for the limited 
use of boxwood alone. The President read a letter 
(copy appended herewith) dated October 25 from 
Mr. Chesebro of Dow Chemical. Dr. Skinner volun
teered to consult Dr. August Kehr, Agricultural Re
search Center, Beltsville, Md. to see if he would be 
interested in the chemical now being tested at VPI 
and possibly give us some help with its development. 
For further information on this subject see the VPI 
Report contained in these minutes. 

The President read a letter from Dr. Stark, Uni
versity of Maryland, stating that neither he nor 
Wayne Hefley (the student working on the nutri
tion project) could be present today at the meeting, 
but a report on the nutrition research project will 
be ready for presentation to the Society at the 
Spring meeting of the Board of Directors. 

Admiral Phillips commented on the excellent 
improvements that have been made at Blandy Ex
perimental Farm under the direction of Mr. Tom 
Ewert. 

Memorial to Dr. J. T. Baldwin, Jr. and 
Mr. Henry Hohman 

A discussion regarding the boxwood collection 
of ABS at Blandy Farm was led by the President, 
who stated that the plants in the Hohman collection 
are becoming too crowded and should be moved. 
Since the Society has approved the project of using 
the collection to form a boxwood gardeI}., the Presi
dent described an area at Blandy where this could 
be accomplished arid made very attractive with 
walkways and possibly a set of flagstone steps, etc.; 
the Boxwood Garden to be a living memorial to Dr. 
J. T. Baldwin, Jr: and Mr. Henry Hohman. His sug
gestion was received ~ith -enthusiasm. The Presi
dent appointed Professor Beecher and Mr. Ewert 
to serve as a committee to take charge of preliminary 
arrangements to carry out this project and present a 
detailed plan at the March officers and directors 
meeting. As finally approved the plan will then be 
submitted to the Blandy Authorities before being 
submitted to ABS membership at the Annual May 
Meeting. 

Before recess for lunch, Dr. Skinner presented to 
Admiral Phillips and to Mrs. Whiting unique French 
J am Spoons made of wood of Buxus semper
virens. These were very attractive gifts and were 
enjoyed-and admired by all present. Many thanks 
to Dr. Skinner for his thoughtfulness and kindness. 
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Reports from VPI Representatives 

Dr. Lambe reported that his team is now explor
ing the feasibility of using Dowco 281 in control of 
diseases in rhododendrons and azaleas, which might 
broaden the base for the use of the chemical and 
thus make its development more practical financial
ly. Also he will explore the possibility of making 
Dowco 281 available through the IR4 Committee 
which in certain cases may bypass the E.P.A. 

The meeting reconvened at 1: 30 p.m. and a re
port was presented by Dr. Lambe and Dr. Wills. Dr. 
Lambe showed slides accompanied by his commen
tary on various phases of boxwood diseases and how 
they are being treated in the Virginia Piedmont area. 
Dr. Wills presented the financial report on the Box
wood Decline Project at VPI showing how the 
$10,000 grant from ABS has been expended. It is as 
follows: 

Boxwood Decline Project 

Financial Report 

Dr. Lambe reported that the fungus infection of 
English boxwood has very suddenly appeared in 
virulent form in the gardens of two outstanding Co
lonial estates in Tidewater Virginia: Tuckahoe and 
Westover. These places are National treasures and 
the destruction of their boxwood gardens would be 
of major significance. VPI Plant Pathology is active
ly engaged in research work at both estates. 

In appreciation of the good work and coopera
tion extended ABS by the officials at VPI, it was 
moved that a letter be drafted to Dean James Mar
tin, VPI, from the Boxwood Society. This letter to 
point out the immense value to horticulture pioneer 
research work in this field; the importance of box
wood in many areas of the USA; to state the num
ber of members reached through ABS's membership 
which continues to grow; and the high caliber of the 
leading citizens on our membership list. 

The meeting adjourned at 2: 30 p.m. and the 
members had a tour of the boxwood gardens at 
Heronwood before leaving for home. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Ruby P. Dove, Recorder 

Grant (American Boxwood Society) 

Transferred from VPI & SU Research 
Funds 

$10,000.00 THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

Treasurer's Report, November 1, 1974, to the 
195.00 Directors 

$10,195.00 

Disbursements 

July 1, 1972 - June 30, 1973 

Stipend, G. B. Montgomery 
Travel 
Travel, W. H. Wills 
Supplies 

$3,485.00 
313.86 

32.00 
12.70 

$3,843.56 $ 3,843.56 

July 1, 1973 - Oct. 31, 1974 

Stipend, G. B. Montgomery 
Travel 
Travel, W. H. Wills 
Supplies 

Total disbursements 

Stipend Rate 
1972-73 $370.00 monthly 
1973-74 $406.00 monthly 
1974-75 $420.00 monthly 

$5,760.00 
132.62 
157.91 
126.80 

$6,177.33 $ 6,177.33 

$10,020.89 
174.11 

$10,195.00 

35 

Balance on deposit May 1, 1974 $1,155.89 
Adjustment for check No. 199 

outstanding 10.00 $1,145,89 
Receipts 5/1 - 1/7/74 

Memberships 3,097.00 
Bulletins sold 15.50 
Research Fund gifts 830.00 3,942.50 

Total funds accountable _________ 5,088.39 

Disbursements: 
The Bulletin (printing, 
copyrights, mailing, 
cuts & plates - 2 issues) 801.02 
VPI & SU Research 1,000.00 
Misc. Services 388.85 
Office Supplies 76.50 2,266.37 2,266.37 

2,822.02 

Transfer to Savings Account: 
Money from Life 

Memberships -$600.00 
Money from Research 
Fund - 830.00 1,430.00 

Balance in checking account 10)7/74 1,392.02 

Respectfully submitted, 

Anna C. Kirby, Secretary-Treasurer 



Progress Report on Investigation 

of the Etiology of 

Boxwood Decline 

This report is concerned primarily with the re
sults obtained in the research done by George B. 
Montgomery in partial fulfillment of the require
ments for the Doctor of Philosophy degree at Vir
ginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. Mr. 
Montgomery's research was supported for two years 
by a grant from the American Boxwood Society and 
for the third year by a grant from the Westmoreland 
Davis Memorial Foundation, and we are pleased to 
asknowledge this support with grateful appreciation 
to both organizations. 

Results: 

George B. Montgomery 
Wirt H. Wills 
R. C. Lambe 

Determination of the cause of English box de
cline has included a variety of experiments. Phyto
phthora has been eliminated as a causal organism; 
therefore, other fungi associated with declining 
plants have been tested to determine their role in the 
present epidemic. These fungi have included Paeci
lomyces buxi, Volutella buxi, Fusarium OXyspOTum, 
F. solani, and Phoma species. Paecilomyces buxi is 
the organism most often associated with declining 
English box; however, Phoma is isolated quite fre
quently in May and June. 

Disease severity has been increasing and the de
cline is spreading quite rapidly at the present time. 
Of 255 plants in a Loudoun County nursery, only 
one is now observed to be without foliar symptoms. 
Decline has not been limited to any age group as 
plants from more than 100 years of age have been 
lost at various locations in Virginia. 

Soil analysis from several areas of decline ap
parently rules out soil pH as a limiting factor in de
cline. Declining English box have been located in 
soils with pH's ranging from 5.1 to 8.3. Deficiencies 
of major elements have not been associated with de
cline symptoms as all soils tested have been high in 
mineral nutrients. 

The two nematodes most often associated with 
healthly and diseased English box in Virginia have 
been the spiral and meadow nematode. Nematode 
populations were recorded in the Loudoun County 
nursery every three months for a period of one year. 
Generally low and fluctuating populations, coupled 
with plant age, indicate that some unknown factor 
is holding populations at a static level in the field. 

This factor does not manifest itself in the green
house as nematode populations will increase suf
ficiently to damage English box plants. However, 
rather low field populations of nematodes indicates 
that they are not a primary factor in boxwood de
cline, although they may playa minor role. 

Greenhouse tests by standard techniques have 
proven pathogenicity of P. buxi, F. oxysporum, and 
Phoma sp. on English box. The time required for 
these tests (four months minimum) and the appear
ance of symptoms not as severe as field symptoms 
justifies continued experimentation to determine the 
exact relationship among host, pathogen and envir
onment. In addition, field studies have shown that 
English box are readily colonized by these organisms 
and rarely are symptoms present. This factor will 
often negate an experiment as uninoculated check 
plants will also be infected. 

Experimentation has shown that all three of the 
above mentioned organisms can colonize and repro
duce on dead or dying root tissue much faster than 
on living roots. This may be a means of survival of 
these fungi, particularly P. buxi, when conditions 
are not conducive for parasitic growth. 

Of the environmental effects tested, soil tempera
ture had greater effect on disease severity than did 
soil moisture. Disease severity with both P. buxi and 
F. oxysporum and a combination of both organisms 
was highest at 30°C (86° F) and decreased at 25°C 
(77°F) and 20°C (68°F). Plant growth was negligi
ble at 30° C but was apparently unaffected at 20° 
and 25°C~ This indicates that stress may have a role 
in decline of English box. 

Analysis of precipitatic;m data at two of the most 
severely declining areas revealed a deficit of 32-34 
inches of rainfall below the average during the per
iod 1961-70. Preliminary tests indicated that drought 
stress m~y be a factor in decline of English box; 
therefore, a refined experiment was initiated. Re
sults showed that disease severity within the 
drought stressed plants was significantly higher 
than those normally watered. However, uninoculat
ed plants in each test were declining indicating that 
disease-free plants are difficult to obtain and main
tain. 

Other tests have included the effects of nitrogen 
nutrition on disease development and various labora
tory experiments on P. buxi. At this particular point 
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in the research, much needed basic information on 
English box decline has been obtained. With this 
knowledge, research in this area can proceed at a 
much more gainful rate. 

Future Plans: 

The results reported in the foregoing, although 
not definitive as regards the entire etiological syn
drome, has clearly established a foundation from 
which more precise investigations can be launched. 

No previously unknown pathogens have been 
encountered in this investigation. Rather it seems 
that organisms known for many years to have been 
associated with boxwood, both English and Ameri
can cultivars, have rather dramatically taken on a 
new and destructive role, and that role selectively 
on English boxwood. This could have resulted from 
emergence of more pathogenic strain/s of the path
ogen or from some alteration of the environment 
favorable to pathogenesis, or both. Our continuing 
observations and plant disease clinic records show 
a continuing spread of the disease into the different 
climatic and edaphic areas of the state and probably 
into Maryland. Since the spread appears to be from 
primary locations, it suggests that a new strain/s 
of the pathogen may have emerged although .l2'radual 
environmental changes cannot be ruled out. The se
lective susceptibility of English box, and not Ameri
can box. to decline, supports the argument for emer
gence of a new strain of the pathogen. In either case, 
two aspects of the problem demand attention: 1) 
epidemiology and 2) control. 

While exploiting what knowledge of the disease 
we now have, and what readily available fungicides 
we now have, in empirical approaches to control, it 
would seem that research efforts undertaken as part 
of a program of graduate study could best be used in 
studying the characteristics of the natural popula
tion of the pathogens. In this approach, we would 
seek to determine whether or not the organisms 
found in the primary sites of decline are more patho
genic than those in sites of non-decline when assayed 
. under uniform conditions. A second approach to this 
phase of the program would be to determine the 
role, if any, of non-susceptible species and varieties 
of Buxus in providing reservoirs of inoculum and 
means of spread of the pathogens to English box
wood. This study would be limited, at least at first, 
to Paecilomyces buxi which appears to be the pri
mary, or at least most consistently found, pathogen 
in boxwood decline. 

Concomitant with epidemiological studies, we 
plan to continue efforts for control, based on present 
knowledge. Long range plants include a search for 
plants resistant to the disease. This will involve 
screening plants in a small plant test program. We 

ly-propagated plants. English boxwood produces 
seed very sparingly and these seem to be difficult to 
germinate. We have had some limited success in es
tablishing a few English box seedlings, however. 

Other plans include a study of the role of host 
nutrition in survival of the host in the presence of 
the pathogens. A student could also work in this area 
of research. 

Chemical control on high value woody ornamen
tals is a practical option if the proper materials can 
be found. Although a promising experimental fungi
cide will not be available as once hoped, we are now 
beginning to screen older registered materials for 
possible use. 

Since Mr. Montgomery has completed the plan
ned phases of his research and has accepted employ
ment effective about April 1, 1975, there will be a 
residue of funds specified for a graduate stipend 
amounting to about $2000 in the Westmoreland 
Davis Memorial Foundation grant. We plan, with the 
concurrence of the Westmoreland Davis Memorial 
Foundation, to apply these funds to support another 
student to continue this research. A residue of funds 
for supplies and travel will be used for these pur
poses in support of the research on boxwood decline 
as needed. 

BLANDY NEWS 

1975 Spring Lecture Series 
At Blandy Experimental Farm 

Saturday Mornings at 10 Daylight Saving Time 

March 15, Mr. Joseph Myer; Subject, "Vegetable 
Gardening. " 

March 22, Mr. F. L. S. O'Rourke; Subject, "Trees." 

March 29, Subject "Hortography" - taking pictures 
of plants. 

Photography experts will be on hand to answer 
questions. 

Beginning of the Blandy Experimental Farm 
Photography Contest - details to be announced. 
Spring Classes - to be announced. Hanging Bas

kets, Flower Arranging, etc. 

Any questions concerning Programs or any as
pect of the Blandy Experimental Farm should be 
directed to 

need here a more efficient greenhouse procedure in- Thomas E. Ewert, Director 
volving a much shorter test period. A student could Blandy Experimental Farm 
easily work in this program. Hopefully, this program Box 175, Boyce, Va. 22620 
will be able to utilize seedlings as well as vegetative- Phone 703-837-1758 
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Dr. Baldwin Planted Trees 

And The Seeds Of Learning 

A service was held on Friday , December 6, 
1974, in the Wren Chapel at the College of 
William and Mary, to honor the memory of 
J . T. Baldwin, Jr ., t he prominent botanist and 
prof~ssor of biology at t he College, who died 
September 3. 

Dr. Baldwin was a giant on campus and was 
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well-known in the community for his dedica
tion to landscaping and for the many exotic 
trees he introduced to Williamsburg . (Editor's 
note in The Virginia Gazette of Williamsburg . 
The accompanying article by Dr. Davis Y. 
Paschall, president of William and Mary dur
ing 1960-1971 , is reprinted by permission of 
The V irginia Gazette from its columns.) 



This Friday (Dec. 6) members of the community 
will honor the memory of a man much admired and 
beloved at the College of William and Mary. I ap
preciate the opportunity to offer some observations 
on this man, my friend, J. T. Baldwin, Jr. 

Virginia was predominantly rural in 1928, and 
many country boys attended William and Mary. In 
that year I came from Lunenburg County and J. T. 
Baldwin, Jr. came from the adjacent county of 
Charlotte. A friendship began that extended for 
more than 45 years. 

During those undergraduate years, "J. T.", as 
we called him, was a quiet, dedicated student who 
excelled academically. We had many classes to
gether, and were fortunate in having outstanding 
teachers who inspired learning. 

On one of Dr. Donald Davis's field trips to 
Dismal Swanp I recall that J. T. was the last one 
persuaded to leave. He told me then, "Some day, 
I shall return and really explore this place." 

Indeed he did, and perhaps no person acquired 
more relevant knowledge of Dismal Swamp than 
Baldwin. In a telephone conversation with me on 
the day of his death, he talked of his plans to or
ganize his extensive notes and findings and prepare 
a book on the Great Dismal Swamp. 

Despite the severe hardships that the Depression 
wrought on us who graduated in 1932, many were 
motivated to continue their education. J. T. did this 
by combining fellowship assistance with ·various 
work experiences, thereby enabling him to merit 
outstanding graduate achievements at the Univers
ity of Virginia and Cornell University. 

Following his graduate successes, I observed 
that the shyness of earlier years had gone. He was, 
almost suddenly, a restless, scholar of fine physique. 
possessing a brilliant mind that had unearthed 
challenges in the interest of mankind that he said 
would hold promise if he could just "get going". 

During a visit at that time I inquired if he had 
lost a sense of patience, and was simply rushing 
the summer of his life into winter. Pacing the room, 
he cited one botanical or genetic challenge after 
another, and emphasized that others could be con
tent with lesser things, but not he. 

In the last of the 1940s and early 1950s, his 
pioneering spirit, clothed with a brilliant academic 
pursuit, occasioned his scientific expeditions to 
Africa that did, indeed, redound to the benefit of 
mankind. 

He was by now a scientist recognized in his own 
right, but to us who knew him intimately he was 
a proved humanitarian - the very esse~ce of what 
our alma mater had sought to inspire in the under
graduate years. Our contacts became marked with 
a calmness and quietness of mature understandings 
quite in contrast to those of former years. 
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J. T.'s return to William and Mary was, like 
mine, a "coming home." We both loved the place 
because we had experienced it in our formative 
years; cherished its traditions; respected its mission 
and values; and now felt a duty to enhance its 
image amid rapidly changing times and, circum
stances. 

These shared feelings deepened our association 
and constituted a base. for friendly disagreements 
regarding some of the changes necessary to estab
lish a new campus with modern university status 
in the Sixties. When J. T. relinquished the chair
manship of the department of biology, which he had 
nurtured so ably, he was freed of administrative 
minutiae, as he later told me, and able to devote 
his major efforts to the students - his first love. 

Many of his students became doctors because 
he cared enough to counsel, encourage and person
ally recommend them. As just one such example, I 
recall when Ed Sung came to the college from China. 
He could not speak or write English effectively, and 
J. T. took him under his wing. Today, Ed Sung is 
practicing medicine. 

Ed's sister, Leona, came later, and Baldwin con
tinued his interest and efforts. Today, she is 'handl
ing very sophisticated computer operations. He did 
the same for a second sister, and for many others 
who later wrote of how much it meant to them. 

The field trips J. T. conducted were excursions 
in first-hand learning, and students experienced the 
sheer joy of discovery under the guidance of a wise 
teacher. "The American Scholar" of Phi Beta 
Kappa invited and published his critiques and book 
reviews, and the demand for his writings exceeded 
the time he would let himself withdraw from "other 
exciting things to do." 

When one views the lofty Meta Sequoia at the 
end of the Sunken Gardens, one really sees the 
embodiment of the spirit of Baldwin, who caused 
it to be there. The same may be said of hundreds 
of other rare plants, trees and shrubs that adorn 
the campus, and of his wonderful collection of box
wood, and his beloved cryptomerias. 

Through all of these multiple activities and 
achievements he remained a man of intellectual 
independence who rebelled more than he conform
ed, who was fearless in the advocacy of a cause in 
which he believed, whose teaching was marked with 
an unorthodoxy reminiscent of the master teachers, 
and whose inner life exuded a remarkably warm 
empathy for students and his fellow man. 

He was truly a practitioner of beauty in all that 
nature holds and promises, and a cultivator of the 
intellect of so many whose lives he influenced, and 
who now constitute for him an abiding immortality. 

We miss him. 

Davis V. Paschall 



(Editor's note :) 

Old paintings and 18th-century prints show this 

face of Box Hill virtually as it appears in this 20th
century photograph, the white areas in the same 
places, the box, yew and alder mixed in the same 
areas as those of more than 200 years ago. 

The processes of the life-cycle of native boxwood 
may be studied every day on Box HiZZ. The seeds faZZ 
into the crevices and pores of the chalk, and grow 
there until the plant's roots grow so large that they 
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force the soft stone to crack and drop, leaving new 
cracks to welcome new seed. Obviously, many oj 

the plants find a better footing and over the years 
have established a major colony of indigenous box
wood. 

Dr. Graham Morrison, a native of Berryville, 
Virginia, has been teaching in England for some 
time. Last summer he left the University of Exeter 
(chemistry department) for the same department in 
the University of California at Los Angeles. 



Box Hill 
Graham Morrison 

1. A Few Words in Introduction 

To the American box fancier, who has never 
been to England, it is no difficult task to conjure 
up the vision that England from Land's End to Had
rian's Wall is but Colonial Williamsburg on a grand 
scale with box abounding everywhere. Two cen
turies have passed since the "Golden Age" in Will
iamsburg; those centuries have brought as much 
change to England as to the United States. Revolu
tions not only in political and religious philosophy 
but also in science and technology have changed the 
life style of the populations in both countries. Thus, 
needs and tastes of the populations in both coun
tries. Thus, needs and tastes have affected every 
aspect of life-even the garden. One need only con
template the rather modest amount of land the aver
age Englishman has for his garden, and the glory 
of his roses, to understand why an Englishman's 
garden is a rose garden and not a box garden. 

Ther~ is still box in England; even Elizabethan 
gardens If one hunts for them. No knot garden no 
topiary display, no carefully tended box hedge 'can 
cOI?pare-wIt.h th~ c~arm and grandeur of setting and 
umqueness m orIgm of Box Hill and its box. Here 
i~ literally a forest of box growing on a steep hill
SIde that overlooks a landscape which epitomi7es 
England. The story of Box Hill is partly about the 
box but also about the landscape and the history 
and the people of England. 

II. The Hill 

The countryside of England to the south and east 
of London is dominated by three geological forma
tions; the lay of the land is so gentle, however that 
"d . t" h dl ' omma e ar y seems the appropriate word. The 
northernmost of these formations is a range of low 
chalk hills called the North Downs which runs from 
west to east about fifteen miles south of London. The 
word "down" has the sam~ root as our modern word 
"dune." South of these hills is a broad, rolling and 
heavily wooded valley known as the Weald' the 
modern English word "wood" is related to the ~ord 
"weald." Farther south is yet another range of low 
chalk hills called the South Downs. The two ranges 
of hills meet in the west and form a great horseshoe 
which opens to the sea in the east. These hills end 
in spectacular cliffs where they come to the sea; the 
North Downs end at the White Cliffs of Dover. The 
Weald is drained not only by streams which run to 
the east but also by rivers which run to the north 
and south through deep gorges in the downland; the 
water gap of the River Mole is the setting of Box 
Hill. 
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Box Hill (elevation 596 ft.) is far from being the 
highest point in the North Downs; its prominence is 
the result of its standing somewhat away from the 
main ridge and its abrupt rise, over 400 feet, from 
the east banks of the River Mole. The modest extent 
of these hills led a local citizen attempt to improve 
on Nature's apparently wanting effort. Near Box 
Hill is Leith Hill, the highest point in southeast Eng
land, 965 feet. In 1772, Richard Hull constructed a 
tower 35 feet high on its summit.1 Folklore has it 
that at 1000 feet, Leith Hill would be worthy of be
ing called "Leith Mountain." Alas, despite all this 
effort, the Ordinance Survey of England puts Leith 
Hill at 965 feet! 

A peculiar behavior of the River Mole, which 
flows at the foot of the hill has led to a delightful 
misinterpretation of the origin of its name. Here the 
river cuts sharply into the chalk hillside as it flows 
by; indeed, it seems to have investigated many of 
the small channels and crevices in this rather soft, 
loose stone. During very dry periods, the river dis
appears entirely into these fissures. Appropriately 
enough, this section of the river's course has been 
named the "Swallows." Many have suggested that 
the burrowing nature of the river led to its name. 
Unfortunately, and unromantically, this derivation 
of the name "Mole" is not correct. It is one of those 
place names that seems what it is not. The name is 
taken from the location of the confluence of the 
Mole with the Thames at Molesey, which is derived 
from an ancient name meaning "Mul's Isle."2 Those 
who prefer the other interpretation are in excellent 
company; Daniel Defoe, in his "Tour Through Eng
land and Wales" ceremoniously makes the same in
correct explanation.3 Indeed, the idea that a river 
should disappear into the ground seems to have fir
ed the literary minds, for the impression one would 
have from some authors was that the Mole was 
swept in whirlpools into Hades itself.4 

IF. E. Green, The Surrey Hills, p. 169, Chatto and 
Windus, London, 1915. 

2The Complete Oxford Dictionary of English Place 
3rd edition, Oxford at the Clarendon Press, 1951. 

3Daniel Defoe, A Tour Through England and Wales, 
vol. 1, u. 147, E. P. Dutton and Co., London, 1927 
(note: first published in 1724.) 

4Joel Cook, England, vol. 2, pp. 275-6, H. T. Coates 
and Co., New York, 1900. (John Milton, Alexander 
Pope and Edmund Spensor all commented on the 
"swallows." Indeed, Mr. Cook gives an equally er
roneous description of this phenomenon.) 



There are two other features at the foot of Box 
Hill that I feel need to be mentioned. This time, 
they are the works of Man rather than of Nature. 
The two features are the routes of two very ancient 
roads. A Roman road named "Stane Street" ran 
through the valley of the Mole and crossed the river 
at the foot of Box Hill. This road ran from London 
to Chichester. The second road also ran along the 
foot of the hill but from east to west rather than 
north to south. This road, called the "Pilgrims 
Way," ran from Winchester to Canterbury .. As the 
name indicates, it was an important route between 
these two centers of Christendom in the South of 
England. These pilgrims were making use of an al
ready existing path that dates to at least 1000 B.C. 
This road was an important route in Neolithic Eng
land; .it was one of several very ancient ways that 
followed ridges of hills out from the Salisbury 
Plain.5 

The very steep hillside rising from the edge of 
the river is the location of the major colony of box. 
From afar one can see large exposed patches of the 
white chalk soil where bushes have fallen away. The 
color of the soil has given the name of the "Whites" 
to this slope. Indeed, during times when the thicket 
had been cut away, the slope must have been a very 
stunning sight. Along the upper edge of this steep 
hillside is what appears to be a footpath, again white 
because of the soil. In even the oldest pictures of 
Box Hill, this "path" is present. Its presence was a 
mystery for a long time; the conclusion is that it's 
not a footpath at all but a local soil instability that 
inhibits a permanent cover of sod. 

At the very top of the hill the visitor will come 
upon two things that he'd least expect, a fort and a 
grave. The fort, long derelict, was built in the early 
19th century as one of the land defenses of London 
against the possible invasion 6f Napoleon into Eng
land.6 The grave is considerably more curious, how
ever, for its occupant is buried head first. It is the 
grave of a Major Labellier who made his unusual 
request because he felt "that the world was turned 
topsey turvey and therefore at the end of it, he 
should come up right." 

5 ( a) H. Belloc, The Stone Street, Constable, London, 
1913. Stane Street was probably originally "stone" 
or "stoney" street. 

(b) H. Belloc, The Old Road, Constable, London, 
1911. 

6Hugh Thomson, Highways and Byways in Surrey, 
p. 307, MacMillan, London, 1908. 
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III. The Box at Box Hill 

How did the box come to Box Hill? Indeed, how 
did it come to Britain? The debate over whether or 
not the box is truly indigenous to England probably 
has no meaningful resolution. It is known that the 
Romans grew box in their villa gardens during the 
four centuries of their occupation. After fifteen 
hundred years, the former presence of box was 
identified in the garden of a villa at Fishbourne 
near Chichester, Sussex. 6 That garden is now being 
restored with what is believed to be the original 
pattern of borders. Whether these borders were 
grown from cuttings carefully and lovingly brought 
from the continent or whether the cuttings were 
taken from already flourishing groves of box pro
bably never will be known. Even if box were grow
ing in Britain before the arrival of the Romans, it 
could have been brought by anyone of a number of 
migrations of people from Central Europe. For our 
purposes, however, whether indigenous or not, all 
that matters is that boxwood has established itself 
at this particularly lovely spot in the South of 
England. 

When did box come to Box Hill? There is a tra
ditional story that the grove of box was planted 
by the Earl of Arundel during the reign of Charles 
I 7a or Charles II7b - there is some confusion about 
this in several versions of the tale. Since the 
site is not mentioned in the Domesday Book, the sur
vey of England made in 1085-1086, one might easily 
be attracted to this tale. The first specific historical 
record of box on the hill appeared in the Diary of 
John Evelyn in 1655. He describes a visit to what 
must have been a rather mature stand of box.8 In 
1655, the grove could have been no more than 30 
years old according to one version of the tale; 
Charles I ascended to the throne in 1625. One won
ders what the vigor of the box must have been to 
have matured in 30 years! 1655 was five years be
fore the restoration of the throne to Charles II; this 
version of the tale does not at all fit the historical 
record. 

6 Barry Cunliffe, Fishbourne, chapter VII, Thames 
and Hudson, London, 1971. 

7(a) F. R. Banks, Surrey. p. 90, Penguin, London, 
1956. 

(b) ibid, note 1. 
This tale seems to have originated in the early 

19th century. 

8. J. E. B. Gover, A. Mawer and J. M. Stenton, Place 
Names of Surrey, Cambridge, 1934. 



By association with other place names and peo
ple, the history of the grove can be traced to as 
early as the 13th century. Even today, at the foot 
of the hill is Boxland Farm. This manor is listed 
in the Calendar of Inquisitions of 1312. The farm 
is thought to have been the home of William de la 
Boxe de Dorking, whose name appears in a 1268 
Calendar of Patent Rolls, and Thomas Atteboxe, 
who is listed in the Assize Rolls for 1263. It is pos
sible to surmise that the box were here long before 
this last date. The earliest of the not inconsiderable 
number of place names, which owe their origin to 
some reference to box, is Bexhill, Sussex, which 
first appeared in 772. Many of these villages, man
ors, monasteries, priories and abbeys are located 
in the chalk formations of the North and South 
Downs. Almost all of them appeared in the 11th, 
12th and 13th centuries, a time of active reorgani
zation and settlement in England after the Norman 
invasion of 1066. One can conclude from the large 
number of these names and their association with 
chalk and limestone formations that large planta
tions of boxJike the one at Box Hill were not uncom
mon a thousand years ago. 

Why, then, is Box Hill the only existing natural
ized grove of box in England? On a number of occa
sions, the plantation at Box Hill has been cut down. 
The fine grained, dense wood of the box tree was an 
industrially important commodity; it has been used 
for woodcut printing blocks, musical instruments, 
wood inlay and mathematical and drawing instru
ments. It has the important properties of being 
splinter-free and of taking a fine polish with use. 
These properties are important for its use in pulleys, 
shuttles, spindles, gears and wooden screw threads. 
The last time the timber on Box Hill was sold was in 
1795; Sir Henry Mildmay sold it for 15,000 pounds, 
with a lease of 14 years to take the wood. By 1802, 
40 tons of box had been removed. Fortunately for the 
sake of posterity, the contractor had gone bankrupt 
by then; no further cutting was done.9 No doubt the 
location of the present day grove on a very steep 
hillside that is almost completely inaccessible to the 
plough has been its salvation. 

Although box is an important part of the under
growth in the woodlands at Box Hill, the most im
port~mt part of the colony is the dense thicket of 
box and yew which grows on the steep chalk face 
of the hill that overlooks the River Mole. The thick-
et, which covers about 100 acres, has occupied an 
important niche in the ecology of the hillside. The 
soil of this hillside is little more than chalk and flint; 
the box and yew seem to thrive in it, however. As 
the soil washes away from the roots, the trees will 
cling until there is no longer sufficient support for 
the top of the plant. The tree then tumbles down the 
hill and leaves an open space. Within a few seasons, 

9T. C. Cox and P. M. Johnston, Surrey, p. 140, Me
thuen & Co., London, 1903. 
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however, new seedlings will have established them
selves in the bald space, only to repeat the cycle. 
Slippage in the pasture near the top of the thicket 
seems to indicate that the hillside is barely stable. 
The box and yew thicket thus performs the impor
tant task of slowing the erosion of this very steep 
slope. 

The box growing here represents almost every 
part of the very w~de spectrum of variation ~o~nd 
in Buxus Sempervlrens .. No doubt, the variatIon 
here is the result of both genetics and environment: 
the shrubs were more .stunted and had reddened 
leaves in the more exposed and steeper locations of 
the hill. The only variation that I did not see was 
variegation; otherwise, the heights of obviously ma
ture bushes ranged from three to fifteen feet and 
leaf shapes varied from very lanceolate to very 
rotund. The habit of growth varied from compact 
to open and pendulous. The largest box were at the 
foot of the hill along the river. Some of these had 
boles (trunks) six to eight inches in diameter: The 
ground under the bushes had the aspect of a care
fully raked and weeded nursery bed. Here and there 
however, were seedlings of one or two seasons that 
would either perish through lack of light and sus
tenance or take the place of the other trees that 
might fall away. 

IV. A Visit to Box Hill 

The first time I visited Box Hill was in October, 
1971. Down the street from my apartment in Lon
don, where I was living at the time, was a bus stop; 
in tiny letters between the large names of Leather
head and Dorking I found Box Hill as one of the 
destinations of this line. One day I boarded that bus: 
after nearly an hour's journey through streets lined 
on either side with terraces of houses, each with a 
meticulously tended garden in front, the bus turned 
from the main road onto a lane that led to Mickle
ham. Almost as if an incantation had brought the 
transformation, the bus was surrounded by the 
English countryside; the limbs of the trees caressed 
the sides of the bus as it hurried along. The road 
wound through Mickleham and under the teep hill
side of the North Downs. About a mile past Mickle 
ham, the bus stopped at a small parking lot to let 
me off. When the bus had departed, I found myself 
on a quiet stretch of road, not far from an inn, with 
only a small footpath leading through a rather in
formal openiIlg in the fence to indicate that some
one had passed this way before. As I strode up the 
hill and stopped occasionally to look at the profusion 
of box which formed a dense thicket on the steep 
face of the ridge or to examine the tiny wild flowers 
that grew amidst the heavy turf on the chalk soil, I 
discovered that I was but one of hundreds who must 
have· been visiting the hill at that moment. Families 
carried picnic lunches, children scampered under 
the boughs of yew, box and beech, young couples 
walked hand in hand, elderly couples walked their 
dogs and the sun filled the sky with the burnished 
light of an autumn day. 



Visitors have been coming to Box Hill for a very 
long time. The oldest mementoes of these visits are 
some earthenware and a barrow left by Neolithic 
peop1e.1O Roman pottery has also been found on or 
near the hillY No doubt, these artifacts are closely 
associated with the Pilgrims' Way and Stane Street. 
Medieval visitors left their mark by building a small 
pilgrimage chapel, West Humble Chapel, nearby.t2 
Numerous diaries of 17th and 18th century gentle
men record a visit to the neighborhood. One of these 
writers, Dr. John Barton, noted that the box seemed 
to be set in ranks with alleys and bowers amongst 
which the visitor could walk. 13 He was recording a 
phenomenon that the sure-footed visitor can ob
serve today in the densest part of the thicket. The 
shade is so complete that nothing grows beneath the 
bushes; thus, it is possible to walk under the canopy 
of box withou t bending down or pushing under
growth to the side. 

Perhaps the best known visit to Box Hill was one 
that occurred in fiction. It was here that Emma. 
from the Jane Austen novel by that name, attended 
a picnic' and was scolded by Mr. Knightley for her 
frivol!ty. Emma's picnic party did not enjoy the 
beautIes of the place to the fullest; the preoccupa
tions of young lovers and not the lack of charm of 
the spot are to blame. Although Jane Austen's 
characters are fictional, they were fashioned after 
the upper middle class of the late 18th century. Just 
as many of this class visited Bath, a place where 
many scenes from Miss Austen's novels are set, that 
Box Hill was chosen for this picnic indicates the 
likely popularity of the spot for such occasions. 

There are many well known figures whose ways 
have passed near Box Hill or whose lives have been 
touched by the neighborhood. Fanny Burney, the 
diarist of the Regency Period, lived in nearby Mic
kleham,14 Lord Nelson stayed at the inn at the foot of 
the hills on his way to the battle of Trafalgar; the 
inn now called the "Burford Bridge" was then 
known as the "Fox and Hounds." It was here that 

lOaC. E. Salmon, "Pottery Found at Box Hill," Sur
rey Archeological Collections, vol. 24, p. 179, (1911). 

bL. V. Grinsell, "An Analysis and List of Surrey 
Barrows," Surrey Archeological Collections, vol. 42, 
pp. 51-52, (1934). 

11S. S. Frene, "Roman Pottery from Betchworth," 
Surrey Archeological Collections, vol. 49, p. 110, 
(1946). 

12Edwin Hart, "West Humble Chapel," Surrey Arch
eological Collections, vol. 47, p. 1-11, (1941). 

13H. E.Malden, "An ·Eighteenth Century Journal 
Through Surrey and Sussex,~' Surrey Archeological 
Collections, vol. 29, pp. 34-48, (1917). 
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he saw Lady Hamilton for the last time. Keats stay
ed a while at the same inn; it is said that the neigh
borhood inspired the last lines of the poem "Endy
mion," which he completed during his stay. The 
19th century also saw the visits of Wordsworth, Dar
win, Scott, Coleridge, Macaulay' and Robert Louis 
Stevenson. IS Perhaps the literary figure to have had 
the longest association with the hill was the late 
Victorian author, George Meredith. He lived for 41 
years in a small house called "Flint Cottage" on the 
north side of the hill. Indeed, it is partly because of 
Meredith that the public is able to enjoy Box Hill 
today; in 1913, 236 acres were presented to the na
tion through the National Trust as a memorial to 
Meredith by Mr. Leopold Salomons. That gift has 
been added to by other over the years; today the 
Box Hill property is over 800 acres of land. 

v. In Conclusion 

Box Hill would likely be a well-known place, 
visited by many, even if the box were not there. It 
is one of the first places south of London that can be 
said to be truly in the country; it is very accessible 
not only by automobile but also by bus and rail. As 
if the prospect of escaping from the city were not 
enough, the view from the hill on a clear day is a de
light to behold. One looks across the Weald covered 
with clutches of woodland, to the South Downs, 
faintly blue in the distance. Here and there church 
towers and steeples peep from the trees; here and 
there manor houses rest amidst well tended gardens 
and parkland. On a summer's day. one might see a 
game of cricket being played in a field at the foot of 
the hill; in the autumn, the game will have become 
soccer. 

The entire North and South Downs region has 
been designated by Parliamentary Committee as an 
area of particular natural beauty.16 Box Hill has also 
been set aside as a site of particular botanical inter
est, not only because of the unique growth of box 
but also because of the relatively unmolested chalk 
downland flora and fauna found there. That the en.;' 
tire tract is owned by the National Trust assumes its 
relatively ~n.disturbed condition; the footsteps of 
the many VISItors only serve to replace the grazing 
of sheep. 

Should any of the readers visit London Box Hill 
should not be first on the itinerary. First visit the 
churches, palaces. galleries, museums and theatres 
of this great city. Spend several days listening to and 
looking at the incessant traffic. Then when you be
gin to feel that London must stretch f~rever and that 
even the most interesting relic of Man's handiwork is 
commonplace, visit Box Hill. 

14Donald Maxwell, Unknown Surrey, p. 110, The 
Bodley Head Press, London, 1924. 

15B. T. Crackwell, Portrait of Surrey, p. 142, Robert 
Hale, London, 1970. 

16Hobhouse Committee, 1947; the list was revised in 
196!. 



The Zig Zag Road (well-named) leading to the top of Box Hill 

Warning From Arthur Dugdale -

BOXWOOD NEEDS STEADY MOISTURE 

If your boxwood hasn't been mulched for the 
summer, the mulch should be applied soon. An or
ganic mulch, 2 inches deep when settled, is needed 
to keep shallow roots cool during hot weather, and 
to conserve moisture in the soil. Good materials for 
this purpose include weathered manure, old saw
dust, processed pine bark, peat moss, pine needles 
and ground or crushed corncobs. 

Caution, do not work boxwood plants with a hoe. 
Their roots are near the soil surface, and a hoe can 
easily damage these feeding roots. It is believed 
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that more damage is done to Virginia boxwood by 
allowing the soil to become too dry, than from other 
sources. Established plants can withstand a con
siderable moisture deficiency without dying, but it 
does weaken them, lessening their resistance to 
severe winter weather and especially to freezing 
winds, also to insect and disease attacks. 

Boxwood that has been weakened by neglect and 
drought conditions in summer, may not show it until 
late autumn or mid winter, when the foliage turns 
a sickly reddish-brown color, and some leaves are 
lost. 

Quoted with the author's permtsSton from the 
Richmond News-Leader, Friday , April 26, 1974. 



THE MAIL BOX 

Dear Mrs. Whiting, 

Francis A. Alley 
Landscape Architect 
Boxwood Bend, 
127 Parsonage Hill Road, 
ShortHills, N. J. 

Dec. 2nd, 1974 

Over the past weekend my wife and I stayed at 
the Hospitality House in Williamsburg. We attend
ed the Virginia Landscape Designers Society meet
ing. As I was leaving (in a big rush because of the 
impending storm) I noticed directly opposite the 
main entrance to the Inn a rather impressive Box
wood hedge which bordered a drive (circular) and 
came down to the sidewalk on either end. On the 
West end it passed under a rather large tree and at 
this point it seemed to be in great trouble and was 
of a bronze color and much dwarfed in contrast to 
the rest of the hedge. 

As we drove away I began to think about this 
Boxwood and wonder what the factors were that so 
negatively affected the hedge. Was it somethinq' 
from the tree? Wrong pH? Poor drainage? Too much 
shade? I sure would like to have at least a partial 
answer. 

I was wondering if it would be possible to have 
one of our good members from Williamsburg check 
this out and possibly take a picture or two of this 
phenomenon. It might very possibly have a clue to 
Boxwood decline. I believe the Boxwood was Ameri
can Box, Buxus sempervirens. 

Could you look into this and see if something 
might be done? 

Mr. Francis A. Alley, L.A. 
127 Parsonage Hill Road 
Short Hills, New Jersey 

Dear Mr. Alley: 

Very sincerely yours, 
Francis A. Alley, L.A. 

December 27, 1974 

Mrs. Whiting has referred to us your inquiry a
bout the bronze colored boxwoods which are grow
ing opposite the Hospitality House here in Williams
burg. 

This College of William and Mary planting is 
American boxwood and borders a sloping driveway. 
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The offcolor plants are all growing under a maple 
tree. We feel certain that the bronze color of these 
plants is caused by at least two existing conditions: 

1. Strong competition with the maple tree roots 
for nutrients and water. 

2. This planting is located on the steeper part 
of the slope where surface drainage is most 
efficient; therefore the limited rains this fall 
have resulted in very little moisture for this 
planting. It is very important that boxwood 
plantings have adequate water as cold weather 
approaches. 

For your information, below is a list of some 
possible reasons for bronzing and yellowing of box
wood in the Tidewater, Virginia area: 

1. Insufficient soil moisture in the vicinity of the 
root system when freezing weather occurs. 

2. Lack of ample plant foods. 

3. Plants weakened by insects, diseases and ne
manodes. 

4. Plants exposed to desiccating winds during 
periods of prolong freezing spells. 

5. Plants sunburned, usually on top and south 
side of the plant during winter months when 
soil moisture is low or available moisture is 
in form of ice - similar to No.4. 

6. Late summer and fall growth which leaves 
the carbohydrates in the leaf tissue much high
er than normal when winter comes. 

7. Plants subjected to herbicides, either by air 
drift or by granules that have' been used in 
close vicinity. 

8. Dog damage is usually easily detected. 

9. Mechanical damage that is not evident until 
the portion of the plant that is injured starts 
to die. 

10. Heavy root competition with adjacent trees or 
shrubs. 

We feel that the condition of the boxwoods oppo
site the Hospitality House could be greatly improv
ed with mulching, watering and feeding. 

Sincerely yours, 

Alden R. Eaton 

Vice President 
Construction & Maintenance 
Colonial Williamsburg, Inc. 
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non, Va. 
Mount Holly Library, 307 High Street, Mount Holly, 

N. J. 
Ratrie, Mrs. Turner, Kanawha Salines, Malden, 
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THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

INFORMATION 
Address; Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular membership dues of The American Box
wood Society are now $5.00. This includes a sub
scription to The Boxwood Bulletin, to the publica
tion of which the Society allots about 2/3 of the 
money received from dues. 

Non-member subscriptions are for groups and 
institutions such as botanic gardens, libraries, etc. 
These are $5.00 a year, and run by the calendar year. 

The Boxwood Society year runs from one Annual 
Meeting to the next; from May of one year to May of 
the next year. Those joining the Society at other 
times are sent all the Boxwood Bulletin issues for 
the current Society year, beginning with the July 
number. Their dues are then again due and payable 

'in the following May. This was voted by the So-
ciety in order to lighten as far as possible the heavy 
work load of our busy Secretary-Treasurer. 

Price per single copy $1.25 plus 5¢ postage to 
members: $1.50 plus 5¢ postage to non-members. 
Orders of five or more copies are sent postpaid. At 
the present time any or all Bulletins are available, 
back to Vol. 1, No.1 (Vol. 1 consists of three issues 
only, there was no Vol. 1, No.4.) 

Besides regular membership dues at $5.00 per 
year, there are other classes of membership avail
able: Contributing, $10.00; Sustaining, $25.00; Life, 
$100.00; and Patron, $500.00. 

Gift memberships are announced to the reCIpI
ents by boxwood-decorated cards which carry the 
information that The Boxwood Bulletin will come 
as your gift four times a year. 

Members of The American Boxwood Society are 
reminded of the 1968 IRS decision that contribu

ltions to and for the use of the Society, are deducti
ble by donors as provided in Section 170 of the Code. 

FOR YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 

If your letter is concerned with 

Membership, new or renewal 

Payment of dues 

Donations to research programs 

Change of address 

Gift Membership 

Ordering back issues of the Bulletin 

Ordering Dr. Wagenknecht's List 

General information about the Society 

write to 

Mrs. Andrew C. Kirby, Secretary-Treasurer, 

The American Boxwood Society 

Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620 

If you have something of real importance - a 
question of policy, a new project for the Society, a 
matter which needs top-level consideration, write to 

Rear Adm. Neill Phillips, USN Ret'd., President, 

Heronwood, 

Upperville, Virginia 22176 

If you have contributions for the Boxwood Bul
letin - articles, news notes, photographs, sugges
tions of anything of probable interest to boxwood 
people, it saves time to direct them to 

Mrs. Edgar M. Whiting, Editor, 
The Boxwood Bulletin, 

415 West Clifford St., 
Winchester, Va. 22601 



BOXWOOD-
A heritage from Yesterday 

A privilege for Today 

A bequest for Tomorrow 
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