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23rd Annual Meeting of the American 
Boxwood Society 

May 10,1983 

May 10 and May 11, 1983 

Blandy Experimental Farm, Boyce, Virginia 

Program 

4:30-6 PM. Early Arrivals. Visit the garden of Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Plater. (Directions and map 
will be available at Blandy Farm.) 

6-8 PM. Dinner on your own. 

8 PM. Get-Together in the Library at Blandy Farm for presentation on "Boxwood - The English 
Connection," by Mr. Harrison W. Symmes, followed by reception. 

May 11, 1983 

9-11 AM. Registration. 

9:30 AM. Tour of the Memorial Boxwood Garden and/or Box Hill (Tour Guides:Thomas E. Ewert, 
Blandy Farm; James A. Faiszt, VPI ; Bernice Speese,William and Mary) 

10:30 AM. Coffee - Dining Room 

11 AM. Annual Business Meeting - Library 

12 Noon. Catered Lunch 

1:15 PM. Educational Program: "The Pain and Pleasure of Growing Boxwood in the Midwest." This 
topic will be divided into 6 parts and presented by 5 members of the Boxwood Society of the 
Midwest who are traveling east to tell us of their experiences. (See Notes.) Question and 
Answer Period. 

3 PM. Visit to Old Chapel (1790), Millwood. 

Program Notes 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. Plater have a charming garden with a host of horticultural delights. There 
are mature specimens of boxwood in several varieties. Their property overlooks a horseshoe bend in the 
Shenandoah River, a view no one should miss. As parking is at a premium, please carpool from Blandy 
Farm. 

While Mr. Symmes was in England last year, he went in search of boxwood. He will tell us what he 
found. Reception concludes Early Arrivals Program. 

On Wednesday morning you will have a choice of touring the ABS Memorial Garden and learning about 
its maintenance or of touring Box Hill, site of the early boxwood plantings in the Orland E. White Ar
boretum. Or you may do both. 

A special treat will be offered at the Educational Program on Wednesday afternoon when you will learn 
about the experiences of members of the Boxwood Society of the Midwest in the vicinity of St. Louis, 
Missouri. The presentation is entitled "The Pain and Pleasure of Growing Boxwood in the Midwest." You 
will hear first from Mary Gamble, a founding member and past President of that Society who will give a 
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brief introduction on "The Midwestern Point of View." "The Pain" will be a pictorial record of weather 
damage together with remedial steps, where feasible, by Mary Holecamp, a founding member and past 
President. Third will be "The Pleasure" including an album of Missouri boxwoods, the physical 
characteristics of boxwood, and a selection of the best boxwoods for the Midwest by Jane Penhale, also a 
founding member and a past President. Fourth, "A Special Boxwood" is an advance look at a new Society 
venture: boxwood testing and propagation, minimum horticultural needs for boxwood in the Midwest, 
Society projects and the ¥issouri Botanical Garden with La Verre J audes, a founding member and Society 
President at the lectern. Following that is "A Celebration of Gardens" which looks at the gardens con
taining boxwood at the Missouri Botanical Garden and other gardens in the St. Louis area, by Jane 
Coultas, Vice-President. "Boxwood, the Aristocrat" is the summation by Mary Gamble. A question and 
answer period will follow. 

Registration and Lunch 

A $2.50 registration fee will be charged to help defray cost of the coffee hour, refreshments and other 
expenses of the Annual Meeting. 

You may reserve a catered lunch in advance ($4.00) or bring your own lunch. If you would like ABS to 
reserve a lunch for you, please send your check for $6.50 per person (which covers registration fee and 
lunch) to the American Boxwood Society, Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620, using the form below or a facsimile. 
All lunch reservations MUST be received at the Society Headquarters by Tuesday, May 3, 1983. 

Directions to Blandy Farm 

Blandy Farm is on U. S. Route 50 near Boyce, Virginia. Driving west on Route 50, the entrance is on 
your left about 4 miles beyond the Shenandoah River Bridge. 

Driving east on Route 50 from Winchester and Interstate 81, the Blandy entrance is on your right about 
1.5 miles beyond the junction with Route 340. 

ADVANCE REGISTRATION FORM 

Complete and return to American Boxwood Society, Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620 

* * * * * * * * 

Please register the following for the Annual Meeting of ABS 

Name * 

Admess ________________________________ __ 

Enclosed is a $ _______ check for Registration & Lunch ($6.50 per person) 

Enclosed is a $ check for Registration only ($2.50 per person) 

Do you plan to attend the Early-Arrival Tour (4:30-6 PM May 10)? ___ _ 

Do you plan to attend the Early-Arrival Get-Together (8 PM, May 10)? ~:-:--__ 
Reservations for lunch MUST be received by ABS no later than Tuesday, May 3, 1983. 
*Please list additional names here: 
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Photo: Thomas E. Ewert Photo: Thomas E. Ewert 
One of the signs installed in the Menwrial Garden The 'Lona Baldwin' ornamental peach tree in the 
in 1982. Menwrial Garden. 

MEMORIAL GARDEN EXPANDS 
Thomas E. Ewert and Joan Butler 

The Memorial Boxwood Garden at Blandy Ex
perimental Farm continues to grow not only as its 
plants increase in size but also as new plants are 
added to it. 

A memorial garden was first considered by the 
Society's Board of Directors in November 1974 to 
honor Henry Hohman and ·br. J. T. Baldwin. The 
Garden was planned and designed by Professor 
Albert S. Beecher and Blandy Director Thomas E. 
Ewert. It was felt that the Garden would provide 
an artistic location for boxwood that had been 
received from the Arnold Arboretum and from the 
Kingsville Nursery (the Henry Hohman collection), 
would display plants discovered or developed by Dr. 
Baldwin, would educate the public bylabe1ling nam
ed boxwoods, and would exhibIt other plant 
relatives of boxwood as well as spring bulbs, 
azaleas and summer annuals for seasonal color. The 
Garden now also honors Admiral Neill Phillips and 
Helen Whiting. 

Thirteen new boxwood cultivars were moved as 
small plants from the Blandy nursery into the 
Memorial Garden in November 1982: 

Buxus microphylla 'Miss Jones' 
Buxus microphylla var. koreana 

'Garden Variety' 
Buxus micror/hylla var. koreana 'Wintergreen' 
Buxus sempervirens 'Aristocrat' 
B. s. 'Aurea Maculata' 
B. s. 'BerliW, 
B. s. 'Field Row' 
B. s. 'Hardwickensis' 
B. s. 'Mason' 
B. s. 'Myrtifolia' 
B. s. 'Sport' 
B. s. 'Welleri' 
B. s. 'Woodland' 

All of these cultivars except 'Wintergreen' and 
'Aristocrat' were received from the National Ar-

boretum in November 1977 as cuttings. 
'Wintergreen' was received from the National Ar
boretum at a later date and 'Aristocrat' came from 
Williamsburg. 

With this latest addition to the Garden and the 
approach of the Annual Meeting it seems an ap
propriate time to reprint the plan of the Garden and 
to identify its plants by name and location (over). 
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Buxus sempervirens TCYpiary. 
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KEY TO BOXWOOD PLANTS IN THE MEMORIAL GARDEN 

March 1983 
(Starting at rustic sign and progressing counter-clockwise) 

1. Buxus sempervirens 'Ponteyi' 
2. B. s. 'Latifolia Aurea Maculata' 
3. B. microphylla 
4. B. s. 'Pendula' 
5. B. m. 'Grace Hendrick Phillips' 
6. B. s. 'Myosotifolia' 
7. B. s. 'Ste. Genevieve' 
8. B. s. 'Northland' 
9. B. s. 'Agram' 

10. B. s. 'Latifolia Marginata' 
11. B. s. 'Northern Find' 
12. B. s. 'Latifolia' 
13. B. s. 'Arborescens Undulifolia' 
14. B. s. 'Fortunei Rotundifolia' 

(Starting next bed, closest to main walkway) 

15. B. s. 'Glauca' 
16. B. m. var. compacta 'Helen Whiting' 
17. B. s. 'Latifolia Bullata' 
18. B. s. 'Vardar Valley' 
19. B. s. 'Belleville' 
20. B. s. 'Argentea' 
21. B. s. 'Krossi-Livonia' 
22. B. s. 'Salicifolia Elata' 
23. B. s. 'Latifolia Nova' 
24. B. s. 'Inglis' 
25. B. s. 'Pyramidalis' 
26. B. s. 'Rotundifolia' 
27. B. s. 'Latifolia Japonica Aurea' 
28. B. s. 'Longifolia' 
29. B. s. 'Anderson 798-34' 
30. B. s. 'Salicifolia' 
31. B. s. 'Navicularis' 
32. B. s. 'Prostrata' 
33. B. s. 'Berlin' 
34. B. s. 'Aurea Maculata' 
35. B. s. 'Welleri' 
36. B. s. 'Woodland' 
37. B. s. 'Butterworth' 

38. B. himalayensis 
39. B. s. 'Myrtifolia' 
40. B. s. 'Sport' 
41. B. s. 'Mason' 
42. B. m. var. }aponica 
43. B. s. 'Handsworthii' 
44'. B. s. 'Maculata' 
45. B. s. var. suffruticosa 
46. B. s. 'Decussata' 
47. B. s. 'Edgar Anderson' 
48. B. s. 'Hermann Von Schrenk' 
49. B. harlandii 
50. B. s. 'Elegantissima' 
51. B. s. 'Fastigiata' (BEF 35) 
52. B. harlandii 'Richard' 
53. B. m. 'John Baldwin' 
54. B. 'Green Gem' 
55. B. 'Green Mountain' 
56. B. 'Green Velvet' 
57. B. 'Green Mound' 

(Continuing west from steps) 

58. B. s. Topiary 
59. B. m. var. koreana 'Pincushion' 
60. B. m. var. koreana 'Tall Boy' 
61. B. m. var. koreana 'Winter Beauty' 
62. B. m. 'Henry Hohman' 
63. B. m. var. }aponica 'Morris Midget' 

(3 plants) 
64. B. m. var. }aponica 'Morris Dwarf (3 

plants) 
65. B. m. var. compacta 
66. B. m. var. koreana 'Garden Variety' 
67. B. m. var. koreana 'Wintergreen' 
68. B. m. 'Miss Jones' 
69. B. s . . 'Hardwickensis Fastigiata' 
70. B. s. 'Field Row' 
71. B. s. 'Hardwickensis' 
72. B. s. 'Aristocrat' 
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ALPHABETICAL LIST OF PLANTS IN THE MEMORIAL GARDEN 

March 1983 

Numbers refer to location on Plan of the Garden; letters after name identify species and variety. 

9 'Agram' (Buxus sempervirens) 
29 'Anderson 798-34' (B. s.) 
13 'Arborescens Undulifolia' (B. s. ) 
20 'Argentea' (B. s.) 
72 'Aristocrat' (B. s.) 
34 'Aurea Maculata' (B. s.) 
19 'Belleville' (B. s.) 
33 'Berlin' (B. s.) 
37 'Butterworth' (B. s.) 
65 compacta (Buxus microphylla var.) 
46 'Decussata' (B. s.) 
47 'Edgar Anderson' (B. s.) 
50 'Elegantissima' (B. s.) 
51 'Fastigiata' (B. s.) 
70 'Field Row' (B. s.) 
14 'Fortunei Rotundifolia' (B. s.) 
66 'Garden Variety' (B. m. var. koreana) 
15 'Glauca' (B. s.) 
5 'Grace Hendrick Phillips' (B. m.) 

54 'Green Gem' 
57 'Green Mound' 
55 'Green Mountain' 
56 'Green Velvet' 
43 'Handsworthii' (B. s.) 
71 'Hardwickensis' (B. s.) 
69 'Hardwickensis Fastigiata' (B. s.) 
49 harlandii (species) 
16 'Helen Whiting' (B. m. var. compacta) 
62 'Henry Hohman' (B. m.) 
48 'Hermann Von Schrenk' (B. s.) 
38 himalayensis (species) 
24 'Inglis' (B. s.) 
42 }aponica (B. m. var.) 
53 'John Baldwin' (B. m.) 
21 'Krossi-Livonia' (B. s.) 
12 'Latifolia' (B. s.) 

2 'Latifolia Aurea Maculata' (B. s.) 
17 'Latifolia Bullata' (B. s.) 
27 'Latifolia Japonica Aurea' (B. s.) 
10 'Latifolia Marginata' (B. s.) 
23 'Latifolia Nova' (B. s.) 
28 'Longifolia' (B. s.) 
44 'Maculata' (B. s.) 
41 'Mason' (B. s.) 
3 microphylla (species) 

68 'Miss Jones' (B. m.) 
64 'Morris Dwarf' (B. m. var. }aponica) 
63 'Morris Midget' (B. m. var. }aponica) 
6 'Myosotifolia (B. s.) 

39 'Myrtifolia (B. s.) 
31 'Navicularis' (B. s.) 
11 'Northern Find' (B. s.) 
8 'Northland' (B. s.) 
4 'Pendula' (B. s.) 

59 'Pincushion' (B. m. var. koreana) 
1 'Ponteyi' (B. s.) 

32 'Prostrata' (B. s.) 
25 'Pyramidalis' (B. s.) 
52 'Richard' (B. harlandii) 
26 'Rotundifolia (B. s.) 
7 'Ste. Genevieve' (B. s.) 

30 'Salicifolia' (B. s.) 
22 'Salicifolia Elata' (B. s.) 
40 'Sport' (B. s.) 
45 suffruticosa (B. s. var.) 
60 'Tall Boy' (B. m. var. koreana) 
58 Topiary (B. s.) 
18 'Vardar Valley' (B. s.) 
35 'Welleri' (B. s.) 
61 'Winter BeautyL.(B. m. var. koreana) 
67 'Wintergreen' (B. m. var. koreana) 
36 'Woodland' (B. s.) 

IN MEMORIAM 

Clara S. McCarty 
1884 - 1982 

Honorary Life Member of 
the American Boxwood Society 
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NOTICES 
It's Time For Membership 

Renewal Dues * 

Enclosed with this issue of The Boxwood Bulletin 
is a membership renewal envelope designed to 
facilitate payment of dues now receivable for the 
membership year, May 1, 1983 through April 30, 
1984. Please take a moment to read what is printed 
on the envelope. 

The present classes of membership with the cor
responding dues are shown on the inside flap. 
Please mark the box appropriate to the class of 
membership you wish to take out. Also take a 
minute to indicate your chief interest in boxwood 
and any notes on boxwood that you would be will
ing to contribute so that the Officers and Directors 
can better gauge the scope of interest of ABS 
members in different aspects of boxwood. 

There are also places on the envelope to indicate 
contributions to special funds of the Society for 
Research Programs, the Memorial Boxwood 
Garden and the compilation of a Boxwood Hand
book. These contributions are deductible in com
puting income taxes in accordance with the provi
sions of the Revenue Act. Finally there is space to 
enter the name of someone you know who is in
terested in boxwood and might like to become a 
member of the ABS. 

You will greatly help your Society carry out its 
charter as a non-profit organization dedicated to 
the increase and diffusion of knowledge concerning 
boxwood if you will take this moment to fill in the 
appropriate spaces, place your dues and/or con
tribution in the envelope, and place it in the mail. 
Also check your name and address as printed on the 
envelope, and make any necessary corrections. 
Regardless of when you paid dues in the year en
ding April 30, 1983, (which entitled you to all four 
issues of Volume 22 of The Boxwood Bulletin), your 
membership will expire on April 30 unless you 
remit dues by that time for the year beginning May 
1, 1983. 

Remember that membership dues are payable in 
advance and should reach the American Boxwood 
Society on or before May 1 of the new membership 
year. 

*N ote: If you are already a Life Member or 
Patron Life Member of the ABS, please ignore any 
dues notices. You are, of course, relieved of paying 
further dues. Unfortunately, U. S. postal regula
tions require that the contents of all Boxwood 
Bulletin envelopes be identical in order to take ad
vantage of lower mailing rates. Consequently we 
must send dues envelopes to all members alike. 

Calendar of Some Coming Garden Events 

9 April - 5 June 1983 "Winterthur in Spring." 
Unreserved tours of 
selected museum rooms 
and 200 acres of gardens 
of Dupont estate, Winter
thur, Delaware. For infor
mation, phone (302) 
654-1548. 

23 April - 1 May 1983 Historic Garden Week in 
Virginia. For detailed in
formation, see p.75. 

23 April - 8 May 1983 

19 May 1983 

Maryland House and 
Garden Pilgrimage. For 
detailed information, see 
p.72. 

Herb Day at U. S. National 
Arboretum, 10 a.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Sponsored by the 
Potomac Unit of the Herb 
Society of America. For in
formation, phone (202) 
472-9279. 

Help Needed To Update Index 
The ABS Bulletin Committee is seeking members 

who have their own files of The Boxwood Bulletin 
dating from Vol. 12, No.3 (January 1973), or later, 
up to the present issue to help update the Index. 

The first Index, covering Vol. 1, No. 1 (October 
1961) to Vol. 6, No.1 (July 1966) appeared in the 
October 1966 issue of The Boxwood Bulletin (Vol. 6, 
No.2). The last Index, published in Vol. 12, No.3 
(January 1973), extended the coverage to Vol. 12, 
No.2 (October 1972). 

The Bulletin Committee would like to publish an 
index for the period January 1973 (Vol. 12, No.3) 
through April 1983 (Vol. 22, No.4) late this year. 
This is a formidable task but with a sufficient 
number of volunteers working at home on the pro
ject it may be possible to achieve. 

Dependmg on the response to this appeal 
volunteers will be asked to index from one to four 
issues. Instructions for the method of proceeding 
will be sent to indexers in late May. 

If you are willing to assist in this overdue project, 
please write to Mr. Scot Butler, Chairman, The 
Bulletin Committee, Box 190, Bluemont, VA 
22012, and state which issues of The Boxwood 
Bulletin you have in your collection. 
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OLD ENGLISH BOXWOODS OF A 
GEORGIA PLANTATION 

George Stritikus 

It's strange how we take commonplace things-for 
granted until something sheds new light on their 
true importance. 

A case in point is my in-laws' boxwood. Fourteen 
years ago, I first saw the row of 20 dwarf English 
boxwoods (Buxus sempervirens var. suffruticosa) in 
front of their Savannah, Georgia home. It occurred 
to me then that those boxwoods shouldn't be there. 
We were told in college that dwarf box just didn't 
like heat and couldn't take our full sun. But there 
they were - in a deep sandy loam (more sand than 
loam) with a full, unshaded, western exposure -
and they were flourishing. 

Photo by author 
Dwarf bOliWOods thriving in full sun in Savannah, 
Georgia. Planted in 1960, they are now 24 inches 
high. 

These box were planted in 1960, when they were 
six inches high. Today, after 22 years of growth, 
they are 24 inches high, 50 inches in circumference 
or 16 inches in diameter. Though not truly ac
curate, that's an annual growth of about three
quarters of an inch in diameter, or 2.2 inches in cir
cumference. 

This past Christmas, some "new light" was shed 
on why those boxwoods are doing so well. I was told 
that they came from the Jones Plantation, from 
some boxwoods that had been growing there for 
years. I just had to go see for myself. These pic
tures and this article are the consequence of that 
pil· . 
~~rge III granted Francis Jones 66,000 

acres ill what is now Jenkins County, Georgia. - A 
residence has been on the plantation site since 

Photo by author 
View of residence at Jones Plantation from old 
semicircular drive. 

1762. Today it is a white colonial clapboard struc
ture with a Greek Revival front (1847) and Vic
torian bays and side porches. It is situated near 
Millen, Georgia on the old Louisville' to Savannah 
Road. The residence is known locally as one of the 
few houses not burned by Sherman's troops in 
December of 1864, which is a story in and of itself. 

Dr. William Jones was away with the army and, 
for all his wife knew , might have been dead. She 
had gone through a difficult pregnancy alone. 
Shortly before Sherman's arrival, she delivered 
twins which lived only a few days. When the 
soldiers arrived they were suspicious of the newly 
dug graves. Looking for family silver, they ex
humed the infants from the family cemetery. 
Thinking to flush the owners out with armloads of 
valuables, they also set fire to the house. The ill, 
bereaved Mrs. Jones, thinking all was lost, refused 
to leave her upstairs bed. She wanted to perish with 
her home. The soldiers, hearing of her plight from 
the servants, assisted in putting out the fire they 
had started. Sherman spent the day there and upon 
leaving the next day, made sure that enough food 
and supplies were left for the despondent mistress. 

Alas, the history of the garden seems to have 
been lost when Mr. Ben Franklin died in 1975 at 80 
years of age. Warmly remembered as "Mr. Ben," 
he is said to have known the stories about 
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everything on the plantation. I don't know whether 
anybody in the local historical society managed to 
get any of it down before he and his wife, the 
former Miss Bessie Jones, died. Mrs. May Franklin 
Andrews, the granddaughter of "Miss Bessie" and 
"Mr. Ben," is the current owner. 

The house is situated on 14 acres that constitute 
"the grounds." The old garden was apparently 
placed to the right of the house as this is where 
most of the plant material is located. The central 
garden is essentially a 2-acre boxwood and bulb 
garden. Large pieces of rock outline each bed and 
raise them from 4 to 6 inches above the swept dirt 
walkways. Hundreds of dwarf boxwood outline 
each bed. The beds are fIlled with old types of daf
fodils: Narcissus pseudo-narcissus, called Trumpet 
Major; Narcissus odorus, the Campernelle jonquil; 
a Narcissus intermedia hybrid widespread in the 
South; the old solid yellow double called Von Sion; a 
regional native white and yellow variety of N. 
pseudo-narcissus called "Butter and Eggs"; N. 
barrii conspicuus (Hort.); and lots of the Narcissus 
orientalis called Chinese sacred lily. I saw no 
"Paper-Whites" though I could smell them! These 
bulbs come up through groundcovers of periwinkle, 
Vinca major and V. minor, and ivy - that ivy 
peculiar to the South with larger leaves than the 
traditional English ivy. 

I saw almost no other types of boxwood except 
dwarf English - no Japanese, no Harlandii, and no 
common American box. There were isolated 
specimens of that rank, open-growing American 
boxwood with big rounded, convex-shaped leaves 
that I have heard called 'Bullata.' 

Almost all of the dwarf boxwoods appear to be 
about the same size, except for two notable excep
tions. One of these is a SIngle specimen beside an 
adjacent outbuilding. The other exception consists 
of a bed, 25 feet in diameter, which apPears to have 
been at one time the ed~ng of a: circular walk, long 
since overgrown. IndiVIdual plants in this bed are 

about six feet tall and 300 inches in circumference, 
or 96 inches in diameter. One or two of these have 
either died or been removed, but in general I saw 
no dieback as is common on heavier soils. In the 
very middle of this bed was a seven-foot 'Bullata' 
with a single trunk six inches in diameter. The large 
dwarf box plants are obviously the parents of all the 
rest of the dwarf boxwoods. Cuttings root very 
easily in the loose sandy loam that makes up the 
area. 

Other aged plants worth noting in this older part 
of the garden are a single trunk (now hollow) crape 
myrtle (Lagerstroemia) and a Ckimnnantkus 
(wintersweet). The crape myrtle is 17 inches in 
diameter but only 10-or-so feet high with little live 
growth. It rivals the massive ones I saw at Mid
dleton Place outside Charleston, South Carolina. 
The Ckimonantkus is 18 feet high and 36 inches in 
diameter; it sheds its "paper-white" fragrance for 
yards around! 

The area also contains an old live oak, which is 48 
inches in diameter at a point 12 inches above the 
ground. All the other live oaks on the plantation ap
pear to be about the same age and are 32 inches or 
so in diameter. They are scattered around the 
grounds and form a double row on each side of the 
old highway that runs in front of the house. Live 
oaks are native to the coast, but are just not that 
commmon in this area. These were- obviously 
brought in. A forester from the Georgia Forestry 
Commission said that he's aware of an article ven
fying the trees as being there in 1870. 

The remaining 10 acres or so of "the grounds" 
have more of a park-like development with spireas, 
flowering almonds, Euonymus japonica, some 
Chinese and Burford hollies, a huge mound of 
yellow Lady Banks roses and a few camellias. 

Around 1940 a central walk was built from the 
old road to the front door. Before that time, the 
house was approached by a semicircular drive. The 
dwarf boxwoods that line this new walk, as well as 

. Photo by author View of residence atJO'I'UJ8PlantatJ:,,~ a 19.1,0 
The oldest dwarf boxwood at Jones Plantation is set walJcway lined with dwarf 1m:wood of the same 
in a circular bed. period. 
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the old drive, are now about 34 inches in height, 96 
inches in circumference or 30 inches in diameter. 
Assuming that they were planted at the same time 
the walk was built, that would mean they have 
grown about three-quarters of an inch in diameter 
per year, the same rate of growth as my in-laws' 
box. 

If we use the growth rates of known-age plants 
we might be able to estimate the age of the older 
dwarf box plants. Projecting a growth rate of 
three-quarters of an inch for the diameter, we can 
estimate the oldest dwarf boxwood to be 128 years 
old. If we project the growth rate of 2.2 inches per 
year in circumference, we get 136 years. That sug
gests that the oldest boxwoods were started 
sometime between 1845 and 1853. That doesn't 
necessarily mean they were planted at the Jones 
Plantation then, but we can assume they were 
planted there young, and so shortly after those 
dates. I would appreciate correspondence on the 
reliability of this little bit of numerical gymnastics! 

The family cemetery is still behind the house. The 
tombstones· date from the 1700s. There are two 
notable pieces of plant material there. One is a huge 
Southern magnolia (M. grandijlora), whose trunk 
measures 91 inches in diameter. Close by is a very 
old tea olive, the multi-stemmed clump being 63 in
ches in circumference. The leaves of this Osman-
thus fragrans are exceptionally dark and very 
leathery. 

It appears that the dwarf boxwood growing at 
the Jones Plantation is particularly well-suited to 
the Deep South. Most of the bushes are growing in 
moderate shade. The ones at my in-laws', although 
not exactly the same color green, are nonetheless 
doing well. All in all, there are many mysteries 
abounding in this garden with its boxwoods, which 
are said to have been brought from England. But 
that only adds interest, for what would an old 
garden be if it didn't stimulate a sense of mystery. 

Mr. Tom Black of Birdsville Nursery is seeking to 
propagate the unusual form of wintersweet, and 
also the dwarf box that seems so well adapted for 
the lower South. If you are interested in pursuing 
the matter, his address is Mr. Thomas Black, Route 
2, Box 260, Millen, Georgia 30442. 

Biographical note: Mr. Stritikus is a native of Bir
mingham, Alabama. He became interested in grow
ing and collecting plants at an early age, and at
tended Auburn University on garden club scholar
ships. He received B.S. and M.S. degrees in Hor
ticulture from Auburn in 1964 and 1966, respec
tively. Mr. Stritikus has been with the Alabama 
Cooperative Extension Service for the last five 
years. A horticulturist by profession, he has been 
active in historical restoration and is currently 
engaged in research on plants and flowers of 
Southern gardens in the 1800s. 

Boxwoods To China 
Mary A. Gamble 

A small but potentially fascinating project has 
been the propagation by members of the Boxwood 
Society of the Midwest of 24 plants of eight dif
ferent Buxus cultivars for shipment to China. The 
plants have been sent from the Missouri Botanical 
Garden, St. Louis, Missouri, to the N~njing 
Botanical Garden, a··V...i't-vl:-Gle Jiangsu Botanical 
Institute, Nanjing (Nanking), China. Cuttings were 
taken in December 1980 from selected cultivars in 
the Edgar Anderson Boxwood Nursery collection 
at the Missouri Botanical Garden and rooted in the 
Garden greenhouses. 

The Missouri Botanical Garden and the Nanjing 
Botanical Garden are "sister gardens," a relation
ship which began in 1979 following a visit of Pro
fessor Sheng Cheng-hui to St. Louis as a member of 
a Chinese delegation. Subsequently, Nanjing has 
become the "sister city" of St. Louis. 

Dr. Peter H. Raven, Director of the Missouri 
Botanical Garden, who initiated the "sister" rela
tionship between the two gardens, notes: 
"Cooperation with the Jiangsu Botanical Institute, 
our sister garden and botanical institute in China 
(officially approved by the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences in late 1979) will continue into the future 

and will involve the exchange of plants, books, and 
herbarium SPecimens. The climate in Naniinel!::, vf 
course, much milder than the dfu.me in St. Louis, 
and both citrus and olives grow out of doors in Nan
jingo &c;.d matches with the climate of St. Louis 
are more characteristic of the area between Beijing 
(Peking) and Manchuria, as Edgar Anderson 
brought out years ago." 

An early step in this continuing cooperation was 
a visit to Nanjing and other parts of China in the 
late summer and early fall of 1981 by Alan 
Godlewski, chairman of landscape horticulture at 
the Missouri Botanical Garden. "Bring us back 
some boxwood," we urged. Further conversation 
led to our proposal to select a number of Midwest
hardy boxwood cultivars and to propagate a small 
number of plants for him to carry to China, a 
method of immediate shipment which proved im
practical. 

After careful consideration of hardiness, distinc
tion, and variety, we settled on eight cultivars, 
seven of the European species Buxus sempervirens 
and one of the Asian species Buxus microphylla. 
Five are named and registered, three are not. 
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The named European boxwoods are 'Vardar 
Valley,' 'Inglis,' 'Belleville' and 'Handsworthii,' the 
last chosen for its distinctive manner of growth. 
The unnamed are the cultivars we call Becker, Nat
chez and Tennessee. They offer a good range of 
forms and sizes, as well as leaf shapes and shades of 
green. 

Not wishing figuratively to send coals to Newcas
tle, we chose only one boxwood of Asian parentage, 
'Green Pillow'. As it is a relatively new introduction 
we thought surely it would be new to Nanjing and 
welcome because of its hardiness and natural 
elegance, and because it requires little pruning. 

In commenting on his China trip Alan Godlewski 
noted that in his observation boxwood is used as 
hedging material in Chinese gardens. It is also used 
medicinally. He added that the Chinese are in
terested in plant material which will maintain its 
natural form without clipping. 

The plants we propagated were shipped to Nanj
ing on August 25, 1982, and from there will be 
dispersed to various parts of China for testing. In 
our selection we kept in mind the weather in the 

Beijing-Manchuria area which Dr. Anderson 
characterized as a "soybean climate." 

Alan Godlewski will arrange for us to learn 
results of the tests in due time. Possibly, we will 
propagate other selected cultivars, broadening our 
chOIce for the China exchange. Hopefully, we will in 
time receive some plants of Buxus microphylla var. 
sinica. He describes the plant exchange between 
the American and the Chinese botanical gardens as 
"unique." We are happy to have our small part in 
it. 

Biographical note: Mrs. Gamble is a native 
Missourian who forsook farm life for a career in 
journalism, only to discover upon taking a course in 
plant propagation that she was really a hor
ticulturist at heart. It was not until later, however, 
that she became fascinated with boxwood, largely 
under the influence of the late Dr. Edgar Ander
son. Since that time she has probably learned more, 
written more and done more about boxwood than 
most boxwood fanciers do in a lifetime. She helped 
to found the Boxwood Society of the Midwest and is 
presently Second Vice President of the ABS. 

Photo by Kim Burlick: Courtesy the Missouri Botanical Garden 
Pictured in a greenhouse at the Missouri Botanical Garden are (left) · Stephen WoW; production 
floriculturist, and (right) Alan Godlewski, chairman of landscape horticulture at the Garden. They are 
holding one of two flats of boxwood cultivars propagated for the China plant exchange by the Borwood 
Society of the Midwest. The plants were shipped after they hardened off sufficiently. 
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ABS-Sponsored Research Under Way at Virginia Beach 

Status of the Research 

William A. Gray 

In March 1982 the American Boxwood Society 
agreed to sponsor a field research project on box
wood to be conducted at the Commonwealth of 
Virginia's Truck and Ornamental Research Station 
in Virginia Beach. The Society funded $500 for the 
first year, a small part of the total cost, and will 
commit additional funds over the five-year period 
of the project as continuing evaluation of the pro
gram proceeds. 

As of February 1, 1983 the first phase of the task 
was essentially completed. About 225 container
grown plants, all donated, had been selected for the 
study. They were lined out in a nursery field be
tween June and mid-summer, 1982. As of the date 
of writing all of them had survived the summer heat 
and winter weather. 

The field consists of six 125-foot rows spaced 45 
inches apart. The individual plants are spaced 24 in
ches apart within rows. The present field planting 
comprises 46 Buxus sempervirens (common or so
called American box), 94 B. sempefvirens var. suf-
fruticosa (dwarf or so-called English box) and a 
total of 84 B. microphylla in the two most popular 
varieties, japonica (Japanese) and koreana 
(Korean). 

It is too early to expect any substantive research 
results from the field study, since the plants must 
first be well established. The long-range goal is to 

evaluate the boxwood for growth habit, adaptabili
ty, disease and pest susceptibility, and to determine 
response to selected cultural practices. This second 
phase will be carried out over the next four years. 

In addition, the Research Station has rooted cut
tings of a number of selected Buxus cultivars ac
quired mainly from Colonial Williamsburg and the 
College of William and Mary collections. The 
results of this work are described below by Dr. 
Banko of the Research Station. 

ABS support of external research, such as this 
Virginia Research Station study, is fipanced from 
our Research Fund. Your tax-deductible contribu
tions to this Fund are always welcome and will be 
used for work likely to produce practical results of 
benefit to boxwood growers. 

Biographical note: Mr. Gray is a longtime 
member of the ABS and a frequent contributor to 
The Boxwood Bulletin. At present he is a Director 
of the Society and also Chairman of the Research 
Committee. Active in retirement as a nurseryman, 
gardener and consultant in the field of electron 
device technology, Mr. Gray's special interest is 
growing woody ornamentals, including several box
wood cultivars, at his Brecknock Nursery just west 
of Charlottesville. 

Summer Rooting of Boxwood Cultivars from Williamsburg 

Thomas J. Banko 

In the process of establishing a boxwood research 
plot at the Virginia Truck and Ornamental 
Research Station in Virginia Beach, cuttings of 
several different boxwoods were collected from 
plants at the Colonial Williamsburg nursery and 
from the campus of the College of William and 
Mary in Williamsburg, Virginia. * Since all of the 
cuttings were taken at the same time and from ap
proximately the same location, it seemed a good op-

*This research is supported in part by a grant from 
the American Boxwood Society. The author 
gratefully acknowledges the assistance of Mr. 
Richard Mahone and Mr. Rollin Wooley of Colonial 
Williamsburg, and Dr. Bernice M. Speese, College 
of William and Mary, in obtaining cuttings for this 
study. 
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portunity to compare summer rooting of several 
different kinds of boxwood. (Note: The most com
mon method of propagating boxwood is by cut
tings. Softwood cuttings may be taken in the spring 
or summer, or semi-hardwood cuttings may be 
taken in the fall [1, 2]. Some experienced pro
pagators in Virginia, however, prefer to take cut
tings early in the spring just prior to bud break 
[personal communication - R. C. Lambe, Rollin 
Wooley]. Rooting success may also vary with the 
species or cultivars involved.) 

Cuttings approximately 10-15 centimeters in 
length were collected on July 16, 1982 and im
mediately placed in plastic bags. Upon returning to 
the Research Station, the cuttings were placed in a 
refrigerator for storage overnight. On the follow
ing day, July 17, the leaves were stripped from'the 
basal 2-3 centimeters and the cuttings were in-



serted in a 1:1 mixture of peat moss and perlite in 
plastic flats. The number of cuttings varied with 
the cultivar, but for most of the cultivars there 
were about 25 cuttings. No rooting hormones were 
applied. The flats were placed on an outdoor bench 
under a 47% shade cloth. Five seconds of mist were 
provided every five minutes during daylight hours. 

tional boxwood cultivars for trial in the Tidewater 
Virginia area. Contributions from the members 
either in the form of cuttings or plants would be 
greatly appreciated. 
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1 to 4 (see Table). 
The rooting success varied greatly among 

cultivars and species. The best rooting was obtain-
ed with Buxus microphylla var. koreana (100%), 
although B. microphylla var. sinica, B. harlandii 
and several of the B. sempervirens cultivars also 
rooted very well. Very poor rooting results were 
obtained from cuttings of B. sempervirens 
'Angustifolia' and 'Pendula,' and from cuttings of 
B. balearica. 

In general, summer rooting under mist was 
moderately successful for most cultivars, but was 
very slow. Additional research on propagation of 
boxwood is planned as stock plants become 
established. We are interested in obtaining addi-

Biographical note: Dr. Banko is a native of 
California. After receiving a B.S. degree in 
Biological Sciences from California State 
Polytechnic University in Pomona he spent five 
years in the U. S. Navy as an Air Intelligence Of
ficer. He subsequently attended the University of 
Idaho where he earned M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in 
Plant Science. Before coming to the Virginia Truck 
and Ornamental Research Station in Virginia 
Beach he worked as an arboriculturist at the John 
Finch Arboretum in Spokane, Washington. 

Table: Summer Rooting Response of Selected Boxwood Cultivars. 

Boxwood Cultivar 

Buxus sempervirens L. 
B. s. 'Arborescens' 
B. s. 'Angustifolia' (,Salicifolia') 
B. s. 'Aristocrat' 
B. s. 'Bullata' 
B. s. 'Cossack Green' 
B. s. 'Elegantissima' 
B. s. 'Glauca' 
B. s. 'Handsworthiensis' (,Handsworthii') 
B. s. 'Hardwickensis' 
B. s. 'Pendula' 
B. s. var. suffruticosa 
B. s. 'Vardar Valley' 
B. microphylla Siebold & Zucco 
B. microphylla var. koreana 
B. microphylla var. sinica 
B. microphylla 'Green Pillow' 
B. m. 'Helen Whiting' 
B. m. 'Locket' 
B. balearica Lam. 
B. harlandii Hance. 
B. harlandii (Hohman's) 

Rooting Percentage Rooting Index Z 

93 2.3 
61 2.0 
8 1.1 
70 2.0 
95 3.0 
92 2.5 
94 3.3 
88 2.8 
63 2.0 
94 3.0 
5 1.1 

47 1.7 
43 1.4 
42 1.6 

100 3.7 
90 2.5 
83 2.7 
43 1.6 
60 2.0 
25 1.5 
93 3.1 
94 2.6 

Z Rooting Index: 1-no roots; 2-poorly rooted; 3-moderately well rooted; 4-very well rooted. 
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This Business of Ours 

by E. Sam Hemming 

(Reprinted with permission from American Nurseryman of October 15, 1982) 

Biographical note: Mr. Hemming has been a pro
fessional plantsman and boxwood specialist all of 
his life. He was associated for many years with 
Eastern Shore Nurseries, Easton, Maryland, which 
was founded by his father, Ernest Hemming, in 
1929. (See The Boxwood Bulletin, April 1965, 
p. 65.) Previous articles by E. Sam Hemming ap
peared in The Boxwood Bulletin of October 1972, 
p. 19, and April 1978, p. 62. 

Hardy Boxwoods 

Buxus sempervirens suffruticosa, edging box, is 
famous for its longevity in English gardens. It has 
been used in gardens in the Southeastern US since 
Colonial days. If the location suits, it becomes 
seemingly immortal. Its dense, dark green foliage, 
its billowy habit and its adaptability for uses from 
edging to specimen plant make it much desired. 
While it lasts many years, I usuallx question com
ments about plants "centuries old. ' 

This plant seems to vary for I have seen two 
types that are slightly different. Old-timers have 
told me that the spread of each of these plant types 
followed family relationships of early times. 

Even the manuals, for some reason or other, do 
not designate Buxus sempervirens as the type 
species. They say B. s. 'Arborescens' is typical. B. 
sempervirens (common box) has long been called 
American box to differentiate it from English box 
(edging box). 

Of course, this is ridiculous, because B. Semper-
virens came from the Mediterranean area. It 
spread north to the British Isles, whose cool, damp 
weather without excessive cold suited it exactly. 
Common box has fang, narrow, dark green leaves; 
edging box has smaller, ovate leaves. 

Boxwood flowers occur very sparsely, yet there 
are enough to allow for natural crossing to make 
new varieties. I might add that boxwood has pro
bably lost its popularity to Ilex crenata and its 
varieties. 

Tree Forms 

Tree box (Buxus sempervirens 'Arborescens') has 
foliage much like the species. It differs mostly in its 
eventual height and character of growth. Buxus 
sempervirens grows into a full plant with dense 
foliage, usually to about twice the height of B. s. 
suffruticosa. B. S. 'Arborescens' grows even taller 
and with a much more picturesque, open, angular 
effect, as though it were a full-sized bonsai. 

I grew a variegated tree box, but I always 
thought it looked stunted and unattractive. 

One has to be quite cautious in purchasing box
woods according to varietal names, or in fact any 
names. I recall needing to get some plants to ex
tend a hedge of tree box for a customer and pur
chased some· under that name from a Virginia 
nursery. The plants shipped were noticeably dif
ferent in character. 

Another upright variety of B. sempervirens has 
been variously called 'Pyramidalis' or 'Fastigiata'. 
This is another nice, dark green plant with a 
growth character like a Hicks yew. Its foliage is 
more circular than many others. In natural growth, 
a plant four or five feet tall is about a foot in 
diameter, tappering informally to a point. It shears 
beautifully. 

We have a short hedge near a back corner of our 
house that is kept at about eight feet; it is beauti
fully dense. This variety has been around for at 
least 50 years; yet it has never caught on. This is 
unfortunate, for it is a worthy plant. Like certain 
other varieties, it is subject to box leaf miner, which 
with modern sprays is .really no problem. 

Other Varieties 
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Another variety, Eo sempervirens 'Hands
worthiensis', has been around a long time. It is 
upright in habit but broad. I have an old plant on 
the north side of the sun porch that has maintained 
itself well, but I never bothered to propagate it, for 
it did not seem distinctive enough. 



For a number of years, we grew a variety called 
'Fairview', named after the old Colonial estate 
nearby, which had the usual ovate leaf but about 
twice the size of the type. It too seems to have fad
ed from interest. 

A variety with larger leaves that does not in
terest people is B. s. 'Rotundifolia'. It has leaves 
about the size of a quarter, with convex surfaces. 
Like many box varieties, it likes fertile, well
drained, loamy soil. I believe it has good 
possibilities for container culture. 

One of the reasons flex crenata has superceded 
boxwoods is that it is a much more profuse bearer 
of flowers and fruit, giving a much greater poten
tial for hybrids and varieties. Although boxwoods 
seem to bear their little, black achenes rather 
sparsely, one does find an occasional seedling com
ing up under other plants in the nursery. 

One such has the stem character of B. 
microphylla and the foliage character of B. semper-
virens. Its circular leaves are slightly larger than 
those of B. s. suffruticosa. It keeps its color well 
and grows twice as fast as B. s. suffruticosa, but it 
does not have a billowy effect. We call it "Green 
Beauty" but are not sure of its botanical heritage. 

Oriental Boxwoods 

Rehder mentions two Buxus species important to 
his area: B. sempervirens and B. microphylla, the 
latter containing the Oriental forms. There are 
rather minor differences botanically between these 
species. The one most easily seen is the foliage col
or: B. microphylla has yellow-green leaves, and B. 
sempervirens has dark green ones. 

Oriental boxwoods are commonly designated by 
their country of origin: Japan, China and Korea. 

The Japanese form (B. microphyllajaponica) is a 
quick grower that propagates very easily. It pro
duces a round bush with light green leaves about 
the size of a dime. The leaf color is very sensitive to 
winter cold, poor soil or poor drainage. I have seen 
the leaves turn a rusty red in winter or an ugly 
yellow-green in poor soil, yet quickly turn dark 
green after a nitrogen application. 

We grow a Korean Box (B. m. koreana) of a type 
that I like very much. There are differences in 
Korean boxes from different sources, as with tree 
boxes. The one we grow has a smaller leaf than 
even edging box. It also grows a little faster; has a 
nice, bushy shape; is full without being too sym
metrical; is a medium green; is easy to grow; and 
may be the hardiest box. 
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The Chinese box (B. m. sinica) we grow is low 
and has multiple stems. Its leaves are about an inch 
long by a quarter inch wide and light green. It 
would make a good edging plant, but edging box is 
better, so we rarely propagate it. 

Other Varieties 

The most notable variety of B. microphylla is the 
one Henry Hohman popularized and called 
'Kingsville'. This plant, like edging box, has 
glamor. It is dwarf, very low branching, can be kept 
pruned and makes an ideal low edging plant or 
ground cover. I saw a specimen in the US National 
Aboretum, Washington, -D. C., that is about three 
feet high. Because of its picturesque and miniature 
shape, it lends itself to making bonsai. Sometimes it 
"breaks" into B. microphylla. 

We also grow one other boxwood, called B. 
Harlandii, which we purchased a number of years 
ago. Rehder says the plant so named is really a 
variety of B. microphylla, and he could be right. 
The plant we have has leaves not unlike those of 
Chinese box, but about twice as large. The plant is 
low and compact but somewhat larger. The new 
growth is very soft and pendulous. It is supposed to 
be the hardiest box, but we find it no hardier than 
Korean box. 

Henry Hohman grew a variety of B. semper-
virens from the Vardar Valley in Central Europe 
that was supposed to be the hardiest variety of this 
species. I never grew it. 

According to the manuals, there are some 30 
species of box around the world in subtropical to 
warm temperature zones. Some are listed as native 
to the West Indies and Central America. Whenever 
I have been in southern Florida or the Keys, I have 
looked for them in the landscapes and garden 
centers, but I have never run across any there. 
There are none mentioned in the Florida plant 
guides I have bought. 

The only one Graf mentions in "Exotic Plant 
Manual" is B. microphylla japonica, which he calls 
California boxwood. My father mentioned that once 
he saw a plant of B. balearica that came from the 
Balearic Islands of Spain. He said it had two-inch 
leaves. 

The different species and varieties of box men
tioned in this article lend themselves very nicely to 
container production. We have already noted a de
mand bigger than our supply of edging box and 
'Kingsville' box. 



Plwto: Courtesy Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage 
The boxwood at Rose Hill, Port Tobacco, Maryland, was originally laid out in a design of semicircles 
within rectangles. 

Some Boxwood Highlights of the 
1983 Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage 

The 1983 Maryland House and Garden 
Pilgrimage opens on April 23 in Anne Arundel 
County where more than a dozen sites will be open 
to visitors. Four of the houses have sections dating 
from the late 17th or early 18th century as well as 
fine plantings of old boxwood. The grounds at 
Holly Hill, for example, boast extensive gardens 
abounding in fragrant stands of boxwood. In addi
tion, there is a peaceful family graveyard. The 
house, begun in 1698 and completed about 1720 has 
many notable features including early 18th century 
landscapes painted directly on the beautiful wood 
paneling, great fireplaces and a vaulted cellar. The 
Lord's Bounty features a series of small gardens 
with many varieties of boxwood and holly, broad
leafed evergreens, flowering shrubs and small 
flowering trees, all designed to have year-round in
terest. Evergreen, the first part of which was built 
around 1720, has grown with additions in each suc
ceeding century so that it now has seven entrances. 
Behind the house boxwood gardens and broad ter
races of colonial desi~ delight the eye. Built some 
time before 1732 Obbgation is a fine brick house in 
transitional Georgian style. In the gardens, where 
visitors can enjoy a view of the beautiful rolling 
countryside, there are many handsome boxwood 
bushes and masses of spring flowers. 

In Charles County a variety of periods are 
reJ?resented by the 13 sites open to visitors. Rose 
HIll, built in 1774, is a magnificient example of 
Georgian architecture with its hyPhens connecting 
the "greate house" to two identical wings, all con
structed in twelve shades of brick made of local 
clay. The upper terrace at Rose Hill contains rose 
gardens bordered by ancient boxwood originally 
laid out in a design of semicircles within rectangles. 
In contrast, Avon, which was built in 1971, has 
brick walkways, lined with English boxwood, which 
wind through the grounds among rhododendron, 
azaleas and daffodils. 

Visitors to the Eastern Shore will enjoy the walk
ing tours of the old ports of Oxford and Chester
town with their delightful 18th century flavor. 
Godlington Manor in Kent County was built in the 
late 17th or early 18th century WIth additions and 
alterations dating from the following 100 years. It 
is notable for some excellent 18th century wood
work and the fine old boxwood garden. 

Sponsors of the Pilgrimage are the Federated 
Garden Clubs of Maryland, Maryland Historical 
Trust, Society for the Preservation of Maryland 
Antiquities, Maryland Historical Society, the Na
tional Society of Colonial Dames of America in the 
State of Maryland and the Baltimore Museum of 
Art. 
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Tour Schedule for the 1983 Maryland 
House and Garden Pilgrimage 

Saturday, April 23 
Friday, April 29 
Saturday, April 30 
Sunday, May 1 
Thursday, May 5 

Friday, May 6 

Saturday, May 7 
Sunday, May 8 

Anne Arundel County 
Guilford, Baltimore City 

Charles County 
Frederick Co.unty 

Ruxton, 
Baltimore County 

My Lady's Manor, 
Baltimore County 

Kent County 
Oxford, Talbot County 

Admission 
Tickets for each tour are $10.00 or $3.00 for a 

single house. All tickets are available at Pilgrimage 

Headquarters or may be purchased at first house 
visited. When purchasing tickets in advance, please 
specify dates desired as separate tickets are printed 
for each day. A 20% discount may be obtained for 
bus groups of 40 or more. All bus groups must con
tact Pilgrimage Headquarters in advance. 

Tour Books 
For a pre-tour copy of a tour book send your 

name, address and $2.00 to Pilgrimage Head
quarters. Tour books may also be obtained with the 
purchase of a ticket at the fIrst house visited. 

To order a ticket in advance, a pre-tour book or 
for further information, please call or write: 

Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage 
1105 Providence Road, Towson, MD 21204 
(301) 821-6933 

Photo: Courtesy Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage 
Boxwood enhances the age and architecture ojObligation, an early 18th century house in Anne Arundel 
County, Maryland. 
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Photo: Courtesy Virginia Chamber of Commerce 

Bank of ancient borwood at Castle Hill, Albemarle County, Virginia. 
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Historic Garden Week in Virginia 
Celebrates Fiftieth Anniversary 

Photo: Courtesy Historic Garden Week 
Formal boxwood garden at Stratford Hall, Westmoreland County, Virginia. 

Boxwood: An Adornment to Any 
Virginia Garden 

Charlotte Taylor Massie 

Historic Garden Week will be held from Satur
day, April 23, through Sunday, May 1, when the 
Virginia landscape is once again new-green and col
orful with spring bloom. It will mark the 50th an
niversary of Historic Garden Week in Virginia. Of 
more than 200 of the state's finest private homes 
and gardens that will invite visitors to call, many 
will be open for the first time. Also open will be 50 
of Virginia's most historic landmarks. 

Boxwood in the eyes of many visitors to Virginia 
is the greatest glory in any garden. It is hard to 
visualize a lush Virginia garden without plantings 
of this aristocratic shrub. It links the gardens to the 
houses and gives a dignity to other plantings. Box
wood hedges and borders define the garden pat-
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terns. Topiary, the intricate art of cutting boxwood 
into geometric shapes, was brought to the Old 
Dominion by the colonists. 

In Williamsburg, for example, the tree boxwood 
in the Elkanah Deane Garden is cut in circular 
shapes, while the British flag pattern in another 
garden is a unique design. In the Repiton Garden a 
circular boxwood garden, enclosed by a brick walk, 
surrounds a bed of tulips. On Tuesday, April 26, 
seven houses in Williamsburg will be open by day 
and by candelight. On this day escorted walking 
garden tours will leave every few minutes from the 
lawn of the Coke-Garrett House to visit handsome 
gardens in the 18th century style. 



Photo: Courtesy Virginia Chamber of CQmrMrce 
BO'J:W()()(], allee at Little Oatlands, Loudoun County, Virginia. 
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The terraced grounds of Morven, a stately home 
designed by Thomas Jefferson, will be open for 
Garden Week from Saturday, April 23, through 
Saturday, April 30. The Morven gardens in 
Albemarle County were restored in 1930 to the 
original design and are among the most beautiful in 
Virginia. Handsome boxwoods outline walks and 
provide an interesting background for the plant
ings of colorful bulbs and spring flowers. Castle 
Hill, also in Albemarle County, has two plantation 
houses - one built in 1765 and the other in 1824 -
that are joined together in a single structure. The 
boxwood here is almost unbelievable. It is among 
the oldest and Jargest in this country. Some of it is 
believed to antedate the 1765 structure. 

Boxwood plays an important part in the grandeur 
of the gardens at Stratford Hall, the Lee Family's 
historic 1725 mansion in Westmoreland County. 
These gardens were restored by the Garden Club of 
Virginia in 1930-1932, and under the auspices of 
the Garden Club of the Northern Neck a wild 
flower garden is now being added. Visitors to the 
Northern Neck Tour on Wednesday, April 27, will 
have an opportunity to stroll through the spacious 
grounds and the completely restored plantation 
buildings of a by-gone era. 

Little Oatlands will be open on the Leesburg
Loudoun County Tour on Sunday, April 24, and 
Monday, April 25. Under the guidance of the late 
Mr. and Mrs. David E. Finley beautiful gardens 
were created at the edge of a great oak grove. They 
are designed as a series of green "rooms" con
nected by allees of magnificient boxwood and an 
unusual avenue of Virginia junipers that lead to a 
handsome gazebo overlooking tranquil pastures. 

Since 1929 Historic Garden Week has been an an
nual event with the exception of the years 
1942-1946 when it was suspended as a war 
measure. Restoration of the grounds and gardens 
of historic landmarks in Virginia has been the 
outstanding work of The Garden Club of Virginia 
during that time. 

The Garden Club of Virginia publishes a 164-page 
guidebook giving detailed information on all the 
homes, gardens and historic landmarks open for 
Historic Garden Week. It is available, free of 
charge, at the Historic Garden Week Head
quarters, 12 East Franklin Street, Richmond, 
Virginia, 23219. If requested by mail the Club 
would appreciate a remittance of $1 toward the 
cost of postage. 

Tour Schedule for the 
1983 Historic Garden Week in Virginia 

Saturday, April 23 
Albemarle County-Morven 
Alexandria 
Fairfax 
Hanover County 
Portsmouth 
Roanoke 
Staunton 
Warren County 
Winchester-Clarke 

Berkeley Plantation, dating from 1619, is one of 
the most historic of the James Riverplantations. It Sunday, April 24 
is famed, among other things, for its boxwoods 
which circle the grounds and also grace its terraced 
gardens. Boxwood cuttings from this plantation 
have been planted far and wide and today glorify 
many younger gardens. The James River planta
tions will be open for Historic Garden Week from 
Tuesday, April 26, through Saturday, April 30. 

The house and gardens at Gunston Hall are tied 
together by the stem of the T -shaped plan of the 
dwarf boxwood garden laid out by George Mason in 
the eighteenth century on the river side of his home 
in Fairfax County. Today this garden ranks as one 
of the most impressive boxwood gardens in the 
country. The tour day is Saturday, April 23. 

Such are a few of the historic country homes in 

Albemarle County-Morven, Friendly Gardens 
Chatham 
Leesburg 
Roanoke 
Staunton 
Warren County 
Winchester-Clarke 

Monday, April 25 

Albemarle County-Morven, Friendly Gardens 
Leesburg 

Tuesday, April 26 

Virginia that attract boxwood enthusiasts. But box- Ablemarle County-Morven, Lanark, University of 
wood gives a genteel setting to homes regardless of Virginia Pavilions 
the. style of architecture. It occupies a prominent Fredericksburg 
place on the lawns of many contemporary homes James River Plantations 
and in formal in-town gardens as well. Some of Lexington 
these places will also be on tour in the 35 areas of Lynchburg 
the 'state participating in the 50th Historic Garden Petersburg 
Week. Richmond-Tour Private Homes and Gardens 

77 



Virginia Beach Resort Area 
Williamsburg 

Wednesday, April 27 

Albemarle-Morven, Lanark, Pavilions 
at University of Virginia, Carr's Hill 

Hampton-Newport News 
Harrisonburg 
James River Plantations 
Martinsville 
Norfolk 
Northern Neck 
Richmond, Private Homes in Church Hills 
Warrenton 

Thursday, April 28 

Albemarle-Morven, Country Homes and Gardens 
Tour 

Danville 
James River Plantations 
Richmond-Tour Private Homes and Gardens 

From the Archives 

Suffolk 
Virginia Beach-Princess Anne Area 
Warrenton 

Friday, April 29 

Albemarle-Morven, Country Homes and Gardens 
Tour 

Eastern Shore 
Gloucester 
James River Plantations 

Saturday, April 30 

Albemarle-Morven 
Eastern Shore 
Gloucester 
James River Plantations 
Orange 

Sunday, May 1 

Orange 

Jefferson, Monticello and Boxwood 
Editor's rwte: As the gardens at Monticello begin to 
bloom, attracting many visitors to Thomas J effer-
son's architectural masterpiece this spring, it may 
be of interest to some that there is no evidence of Mr. 
Jefferson's every having planted boxwood on the 
grounds. ABS Second Vice-President, Mary Gam-
ble, has been kind erwugh to share the following let-
ter from Dr. Runk on Jefferson, Monticello and box-
wood. If any of our readers know of subsequent 
research on this matter we would appreciate hear-
ing from them. 

UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA 
Charlottesville 22901 

Department of Biology 
Gilmer Hall 

Mrs. D. Goodrich Gamble 
23 Bon-Price Terraces 
St. Louis, Missouri 

Dear Mrs. Gamble: 

September 15, 1972 

An all too brief but most enjoyed vacation has 
delayed this letter regarding boxwood at Mon
ticello. 

No record appears of boxwood being planted at 
Monticello by Mr. Jefferson. 

Betts does not mention it in his Farm Book or 
Garden Book. In the-small volume he and Perkins 
published on the gardens at Monticello no mention 
is made of boxwood. 

Dumas Malone, the great student of Jefferson, 
tells me he does not recall ever seeing any 
reference to box at Monticello. 

Mr. James Bear, Curator at Monticello, also 
tells me there is no record of boxwood being 
planted at Monticello by Mr. Jefferson. 

All this is difficult to understand. At Poplar 
Forest, Mr. Jefferson's plantation near Lynchburg, 
there is one of the most superb boxwood plantings I 
know of. Some of these massive plants must have 
been planted during Mr. Jefferson'sownership. 

As a great lover of plants I am certain he knew 
and appreciated boxwood. My only conclusion 
would be that he did not feel that box would fit in at 
Monticello. 

I hope this will be of some help to you. 
Sincerely yours, 

B. F. D. Runk 
Samuel Miller Professor 
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THE SEASONAL GARDENER 

Tips on Spring Care of Boxwood 

Albert S. Beecher 

Spring is an important season for the care of 
established boxwoods and it is an excellent time for 
transplanting or setting out new plants. Insect 
problems are more prevalent during the spring 
months and a close examination of the plants 
should be made to ascertain if any troublesome in
sects are present. 

Feeding. Established boxwood growing in 
suitable soil, with sufficient organic matter, does 
not have to be fertilized every year. Appearance is 
a good indication as to whether plant food is need
ed. If plants, not recently fed, have off-color foliage 
and weak stems, they need fertilizer. If thinning 
has been neglected, it should be done at the same 
time and mulch should be applied also, if this has 
not been done. 

What To Use. Boxwood can be fed by broad
casting plant food on the soil surface or by foliar 
feeding. 10-10-10 fertilizer applied at the rate of 1 
to 2 pounds per 100 square feet of soil can be used. 
Other popular fertilizers are broadleaf evergreen 
food or cottonseed meal. If foliar feeding is applied, 
use the rate recommended by the manufacturer. 

Avoid Cultivation. Do not attempt to work fer
tilizer into the soil because boxwood roots are close 
to the surface and are easily damaged. Water the 
soil thoroughly after applying dry or liquid fertilizer 
to avoid fertilizer burn to the root system. Do not 
dig around boxwoods to control weeds or grass. 
Use a mulch instead or pull weeds by hand in order 
to prevent damage to the root system. 

Pruning. Boxwood plants that are too tall can be 
cut back several feet in early spring. Neglected box
wood which have not been thinned for several years 
can be improved by thinning and cutting back a 
good deal of the top. Drastic cutting back of plants 
in a weakened condition, whether from winter in
jury or other causes, is beneficial. Remember, to 
grow healthy boxwood it is important to realize 
that some annual thinning or plucking is required 
so that the center portion will receive air and light. 
Spring is a good time to do this thinning in order to 
develop a green center of leaves all the way up the 
stem. 

Sanitation. Clean out leaves and twigs that have 
accumulated in the center of the boxwood plants. A 

easily damaged during periods of dry weather or 
extreme cold weather and the top portion of the 
plant may die. 

Planting. Early spring is a good time for trans
planting or for setting out newly purchased plants. 
Dig the hole large enough to accommodate the root 
ball. Avoid setting a balled plant on filled earth 
where it may settle. If planted too deep, boxwoods 
will slowly die. Wait until after the plant is 
established before applying fertilizer. Often 
overlooked at the time of planting is the need to 
thin the inner branches, thus reducing top growth 
and helping to restore the balance between the top 
and the root system. During the digging operation 
many roots will be lost and the remaining ones may 
not be able to support the top unless some foliage is 
removed. Newly transplanted boxwood must be 
watered thoroughly at the time of planting and 
throughout the entire first growing season 
whenever necessary to keep the soil around the 
roots from drying out. 

Mulching. Check to see if mulches around 
established plants are still intact after the winter 
season. Apply mulch to a depth of one inch for new
ly set plants. Mulches commonly used are wood 
chips, sawdust, pine needles or compost. 

Repairing Winter Injury. If the plants have 
dead stems, remove these stems by cutting back to 
live wood. On plants. w.bere the foliage has turned a 
reddish brown, delay drastic pruning in the spring 
until after new growth has started. Very often 
plants that are fed and given sufficient moisture 
will produce new foliage and by the end of the 
spring, the injured foliage will fall and be replaced 
by the new foliage. 

Insect Problems. Three major insect pests 
which are common on boxwood are the psyllid, the 
mite and the leaf miner. Check during the spring to 
see if any of these insects are present. If you are 
not familiar with their life cycles or the type of 
damage they can cause refer to page 59 of the April 
1978 issue of The Boxwood Bulletin (Vol. 17, No.4) 
and study the paper "Boxwood Insect and Mite 
Pests." If you are a new member of ABS or have 
not saved your bulletins, it is possible to order this 
back issue by sending $2.00 to the American Box
wood Society, Box 85, Boyce, VA 22620. 

vigorous shaking of the plant often helps. Remove For the latest control information regarding 
the dead material by hand or by power equipment these boxwood insect pests, contact your County 
that sucks the dead material out. Failure to do this Extension Agent or Entomologist Specialist at 
annual cleaning will often lead to a build up of your land grant university. They will be able to 
debris, with the result that aerial root development recommend the proper insecticide and tell you the 
along the branches is induced. Aerial roots can be time to apply the treatment for maximum control. 
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Editor's Box 

In perusmg some early issues of The Boxwood 
Bulletin recently we were gratified to discover 
that it was the custom for a short period to have 
an editor's page. We don't know why the prac
tice was discontinued; perhaps there were more 
important things to print. But we are glad that a 
precedent was set because we would like to feel 
free to speak out from time to time on matters 
that seem to need airing. We pledge, however, to 
speak concisely and will limit ourselves to a mere 
box and not an entire page. 

Of proper concern at this time each year is the 
matter of membership dues. It's not a popular 
subject, and it's one about which there seems to 
be some confusion. But then how is the Society to 
publish a quarterly journal if members do not pay 
their dues? Dues and gifts are the sole source of 
income for the Society. Most gifts are earmarked 
for special purposes such as boxwood research, 
the Memorial Boxwood Garden and the soon-to
appear Boxwood Handbook. That means that the 
cost of printing and mailing the Bulletin must be 
covered from the dues received. 

To help defray the cost of publishing the 
Bulletin membership dues were raised last year. 
If dues were now paid promptly by all members 
there· would· be no problem and no reason to 
write this editorial. The last two issues, however, 
were mailed to over 900 nominal members, but 
only two-thirds of these had paid their dues for 
the membership year, May 1, 1982 - 30 April 
1983. Delinquent notices were mailed in 
December to some 300 members. Some of these 
members have sent in their dues and been 
reinstated. But this mailing and bookkeeping 
operation was an expense in itself. With the high 
cost of printing and mailing each copy, we cannot 
continue to send the Bulletin to those who do not 
help to support it. Our only recourse is to remove 
from the mailing list the names of those who do 
not pay their dues. 

Dues for the 1983-1984 membership year are 
now payable and the ABS should receive them by 
May 1, 1983. There is, to be sure, a grace period 
of three months before delinquent members are 
dropped from the rolls of the Society. But why 
wait and why make our shorthanded staff mail 
out delinquent notices? Please, please return the 
enclosed envelope with your dues today. We do 
not want to lose any of you as members and we 
hope that you, in turn, do not want to lose out on 
receiving The Boxwood Bulletin. 

80 

Mail Box 

J. Carson Adkerson 
302 N. Main Street 

Woodstock, Virginia 22664 

January 23, 1983 

American Boxwood Society 
Box 85 
Boyce, Virginia 

Gentlemen, 

I have the January issue of The Boxwood 
Bulletin and having been born and raised in Lynch
~urg, Virginia I am most appreciative of this special 
Issue. 

My wife (now deceased) and I were among the 
earliest members of the Boxwood Society. I'm now 
90 years (1892). 

Will you please send me: 

3 copies 
1 copy 

Jan. 1983 Boxwood Bulletin 
Vol. 1, No.1 Boxwood Bulletin 

Congratulations and thanks to you and the 
members for the fine work of the Society. 

Very sincerely 

J. Carson Adkerson 



THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 

INFORMATION 
Address: Box 85, Boyce, Virginia 22620 

DUES AND SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Regular membership dues of The Amberican Boxwood 
Society are now $10.00. This includes a subscription to 
The Boxwood Bulletin. 

Non-member subscriptions are for groups and institu
tions such as botanic garderis, libraries, etc. They are 
$10.00 a year, and run by the calendar year. 

The Boxwood Society year runs from one Annual 
Meeting to the next; from May of one year to May of the 
next year. Those joining the Society at other times are 
sent all the Boxwood Bulletin issues for the current 
Society year, beginning with the July number. Their 
dues are then again due and payable in the following 
May. This was voted by the Society in order to lighten as 
far as possible the heavy work load of our busy 
Treasurer. 

At the present time any or all Bulletins are available, 
back to Vol. 1, No.1 (Vol. 1 consists of three issues only, 
there was no Vol. 1, No.4). Price per single copy is 
$2.50. 

Besides regular membership dues at $10.00 per year, 
there are other classes of membership available: 

Category 
Individual 
Family 
Contributing 
Sustaining 
Life 
Patron 
Institutional subscriber 

Annual Dues 
$10 

15 
25 
50 

250 
500 or more 

10 

Contributions are welcome for the Research Fund, the 
Boxwood Memorial Garden, and the Boxwood Hand
book. 

Gift memberships are announced to the recipients by 
boxwood-decorated cards which carry the information 
that The Boxwood Bulletin will come as your gift four 
times a year. 

Members of The American Boxwood Society are 
reminded of the 1968 IRS decision that contributions to 
and for the use of the Society, are deductible by donors 
as provided in Section 170 of the Code. 

FOR YOUR ADDRESS BOOK 

If your letter is concerned with 

Membership, new or renewal 

Payment of dues 

Donations to research programs 

Change of address 

Gift Membership 

Ordering back issues of the Bulletin 

Ordering Dr. Wagenknecht's List 

General information about the Society 

Advice concerning boxwood problems or cultural 
information 

Boxwood selection 

Memorial Gifts 

Write to: 

American Boxwood Society 

Box 85 

Boyce, Virginia 22620 

In some cases, depending upon.the nature of your re
quest, your letter may be forwarded to a member of the 
Board or another appropriate member who can provide 
the help you have .requested. 

You are also welcome to write directly to the president 
of the American Boxwood Society: 

Mr. Richard D. Mahone 
P. O. Box 751 
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185 

If you have contributions for the Boxwood Bulletin -
articles, news notes, photographs, suggestions of 
anything of probable interest to boxwood people, it 
saves time to direct them to the Editor: 

Mr. Scot Butler, Editor 
The Boxwood Bulletin 

Box 85 
Boyce, Virginia 22~20 



BOXWOOD -
A heritage from Yesterday 

A privilege for Today 

A bequest for Tomorrow 
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