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Propagating Boxwoods at Saunders Bros., Inc. 
Tom Saunders 

Over the years. boxwoods have been 
propagated a number of different ways at 
our nursery. The most often used system 
was developed by my father, Paul M. 
Saunders, with a little coaching from his 
mom, my grandma, Mildred M. 
Saunders. Giving you a little insight into 
their procedure for rooting boxwoods 
also tells you how our nursery got 
started. 

In the spring of 1947, a science 
teacher, along with my daddy and a 
friend, stuck some 75 cuttings into a very 
unlikely place for plants to survive: an 
eroded pine thicket. Fortunately, with a 
northern exposure and an old rusty piece 
of barbed wire utilized as a fence, some 
27 cuttings survived. For twenty-five 
cents, Dad bought his partners out, and 
made his start in the nursery business. 
Later propagation and/or nursery sites 
included an old woodpile lot, grandma's 
garden, and a peach orchard. 

From this early propagation start, the 
system was modified to using an oak 
frame that was filled with a media of 
coarse sand and peat moss. Cuttings 
were stuck into the 'bed' and then a 2x4 
frame with burlap feed sacks attached 
was placed over the bed to shade the 
tender plants. The frame cover also acted 
as a barrier to keep out animals, mainly 
dogs and cats. 

If this kind of rooting bed is located 
in a cool area and the cuttings stuck in 
the early fall, little water is needed to 
keep the cuttings alive, and usually by 
early the following summer rooting has 
taken place. This allows the grower the 
option of lining the cuttings out and 
sticking a new crop. This propagation 
system is very inexpensive, but it is very 
effective. The two main causes of crop 
failure are winter dessication and 
sticking 'stressed' cuttings resulting from 
a prolonged summer drought. 

Today at Saunders Bros., Inc., 
boxwoods are propagated using two 
slightly altered methods - both improve
ments on this past-proven system. The 
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The propagation house at Saunders Bros., Inc. (Photos: Mrs. Robert L. 
Frackelton) 
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Buxus sempervirens 'Elegantissima', a variegated cultivar, contrasts 
with the dark green of others at Saunders Brothers. 

Two ten-year-old Buxus sempervirens 'Graham 
Blandy' against the house. (1991 photos) 

fLfst method, which we will call system 
A, uses old railroad ties to form the 
edges of rooting beds in greenhouses. 
The ties are placed over gravel and 
boards are scabbed to hold them in place. 
The ties are sufficiently deep to provide 
enough rooting bed depth and also wide 
enough to provide a walk between beds. 
The media used is a mixture of peat moss 
and sand. The greenhouse is unheated 
and has a permanent irrigation system in 
place. 

Rainbird sprinklers provide the 
necessary water for successful rooting to 
take place. Shade cloth is attached to the 
greenhouse and left under the white poly 
during the winter months. The green
house has a couple of advantages over 
beds that are outside. 

First, the greenhouse provides cover 
to reduce dessi-cation during the winter, 
and also retains heat, which can aid if 
cuttings are stuck late in the fall when 
soil temperatures are down and rooting is 
resultingly slower. In this situation, if 
greenhouse doors are left shut and 
adequate moisture is available, the warm 
humid environment wiU expedite the 
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rooting process. Another plus is that 
workers can con-tinue to work during 
inclement weather. 

The process of taking the cuttings and 
preparing them to plant is the same for 
both systems and will be touched on after 
describing the new system which we will 
call system B. In this system, we do not 
utilize rooting beds, but stick directly 
into cells in flats. This process is begun 
by placing two plastic 9"xI8" trays in 
18"x18" flats. Each tray has 32 2.25-inch 
square cells that are 3 inches deep. A flat, 
therefore, is 18 inches square and has 64 
cells. The particulars are not important; 
the theory is. 

The flats are filled with the propaga
tion media and set on a gravel floor in a 
greenhouse which has an in-house 
system like the one mentioned in system 
A. Utilizing system B prevents rooted 
cuttings from undergoing shock when 
lined out. With system A, the plant is 
bare-rooted the lifting process. With 
system B, the root ball is intact as the 
plant is transplanted. System B does, 
however, have a few shortcomings; plant 
monitoring for water needs must be more 

thoroughly done because of the limited 
root volume, and soil depth is only 3 
inches, compared to up to 8 inches in 
system A. Also, once rooted, cuttings in 
B cannot be left an extended time, due to 
the small cell size. For simplicity and 
economy, system A, strategically located 
outdoors, is the one to go with. 

Cuttings at our nursery are usually 
taken between the months of August and 
February, as time allows, and primarily 
off of landscape plants. The main 
cultivar of boxwood grown is "English," 
and due to their slow growth habit, 
cutting wood is limited. This is also the 
case with the other varieties grown. In 
cases where landscape plantings are 
limited or non-existent, we do take 
cuttings off of container stock. In either 
case, cutting size ranges fTom 2" in 
varieties where wood is short to approxi
mately 6" on varieties such as "Ameri
can," where plants are plentiful. Of 
course, larger cuttings take up more 
space in the rooting area, but they finish 
saleable plants quicker. Smaller cuttings 
must be used if the goal of a particular 
limited-stock cultivar is tn he attained. 
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As the cuttings are being taken, 
workers band bundles together in 
specified numbers. This process accom
plishes two things; (1) it helps keep a Lab 
on the number of cuttings Laken, which 
aids in evaluati ng workers or provides 
essential information when paying 
incentive work , and (2) it speeds the 
overall process by preventing workers 
from having to re-collect the individual 
cULLings in order to treat them with the 
rooting hormone. 

Over the years we have switched 
from using powdered hormones to 
primarily using liquid hormones. If a 
powdered hormone is used, cuttings 
should be stripped of the lower leaves 
before banding. In addition, they should 
be moistened. A little water aids in 
helping the hormone stick to the cutting. 
If a liquid chemical is to be used, 
stripping is not necessary as the chemical 
enters through the cell wall and, if 
alcohol is present in the hormone 
solution, the chemical will actually break 
down the wall. If in doubt, remember 
that physically removing any leaves 
through the stripping process is always 
an aid in rooting by opening sites for 
rooting to begin. 

There are a number of commercially 
available liquid hormones on the market 
nowadays, My personal preference is the 
potassium salt of l.B.A. (or K-IBA). 
Unlike ordinary I.B.A. , which must be 
dissolved in alcohol, the pOlaSSium saIl 
of I.B.A is water soluble. Sticking 
boxwood cuttings that were not stripped 
and treated with a concentration of 5000 
ppm K-IBA has worked very well for us. 
Of course, eliminating a labor practice 
such as stripping saves money, but 
workers must be cautioned to push the 
cuttings deep enough into the rooting 
media. This is more difficult due to the 
presence of leaves on the plant stem. 
Whenever using plant hormones, we like 
our workers to use plastic disposable 
gloves for their safety. 

As you can see, our propagation 
system is a very simple one. Our success 
rate with these methods has remained 
high and yields cuttings that have 
performed superbly in the field. Follow-
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Buxus sinica var. insularis 'Nana' is a low-growing/orm which appreciates winter 
shading, but "greens up" in spring in an exposed areas. Eight-year-old plants. 

ing these simple steps can make any 
serious gardener a successful propagator. 
After ail, we only rooted 27 cuttings out 
of the flrst 75 we planted . .. but that third 
was what committed us for life! 

Mr. Saunders is an ABS Director. He 
and his six brothers wish to acknow
ledge their parents, Paul M. and Tatum 
Saunders,for the know-how and 
inspiration they have provided. 

Buxus microphylla var. japonica 'Green Beauty' ,five years old in 1991. These 
remained dark green through the winter though planted in the open. 
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PROGRESS REPORT: THE BOXWOOD HANDBOOK 

The ABS is nearing completion of 
The Boxwood Handbook: A Practi
cal Guide to Knowing and Growing 
Boxwood. It is designed to provide a 
practical and pertinent guide on a 
broad range of general boxwood 
topics. Emphasis is on the proper 
selection, cultural techniques, and 
insects and diseases of boxwood. 

The Boxwood Handbook has eight 
chapters. The fIrst includes the 
history of boxwood. The second 
describes more than 40 recom
mended boxwoods. The third 
presents design, bonsai, and topiary 
uses, as well as more than 60 
gardens throughout North America 
which feature boxwood. 

The fourth chapter describes 
cultural aspects of boxwood such 
as: abiotic conditions, fertilizing, 
location, mulch, planting and 
transplanting, pruning, sanitation, 
water and winter effects. The fIfth 
chapter describes propagating 
boxwood by cuttings, layering and 
seedlings. The next chapter presents 
the symptoms,life cycle and control 
strategies of insects which injure 

boxwoods (leaf miner, mites, psyllid, 
scale and webworm). The seventh 
chapter gives the major pathogens 
which affect boxwoods: canker, 
Macrophoma, nematodes, 
Phytophthora and Volutella. 

The fInal chapter has the current 
International Registration List of 
Buxus. 

In December 1992, a ftrst draft of 
the manuscript was circulated to 
Prof. Albert Beecher, Mrs. Scot 
Butler, Mrs. Robert Frackelton, Mrs. 
Malcolm Holekamp, Mr. Richard D. 
Mahone and ABS President Dale T. 
Taylor for general comments. First 
and second drafts were reviewed for 
grammar and style. The third draft 
was reviewed for technical content. 

Proposed publishing specifica-
tions: 

Description: The Boxwood Hand
book 

Pages: 80 plus cover 
Inside stock: 70# Lithofect Gloss 

Text (recycled paper) 
Cover stock: 80# Lithofect Gloss 

Text (recycled paper) 

Boxwood at The Play Garden 
Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 

The Play Garden is the summer 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Richard C. 
Plater, Jr., in Clarke County, Virginia, 
where Mrs. Plater has amassed a 
collection of boxwood. A good many 
she has grown from cuttings she 
propagated. 

One approach to the garden is 
between two Buxus harlandii, followed 
by two mounds of B. microphylla 
'Compacta',looking toward a pair of B. 
sempervirens 'Graham Blandy' with a 
grouping of B. microphylla 'Compacta' 
in between. The entire "room" is 
enclosed with a wall of mature box
wood. 
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Another area features a specimen B. 
sinica var. insularis 'Justin Brouwers' 
(formerly known as /Brouwers seedling 
#1/). In the upper left background is 
one of two B. microphylla 'Green 
Pillow', obtained from the Kingsville 
Nurseries in 1965. ('Green Pillow' is 
the boxwood that Mr: Henry J. Hohman 
of Kingsville Nurseries supplied for the 
Rose Garden at the White House.) 

Acting as gateposts for the opening 
into another area of the garden are two 
columnar boxwood, B. sempervirens 
'Graham BIandy' which came from the 
Richardsons of nearby Fairfteld. 

The sundial is a focal point with a 

Composition: Furnish typewritten to be 
typeset 

Proof: BIueline for text and raw 
chromatic for color 

Inside ink: 4 colors throughout 
Cover ink: 4 colors, 1 sidell color 

reverse 
Binding: saddle stitch 
Packing & F.O.B.: In cartons (quantity 

and distribution to be determined 
Schedule: One month turnaround 
Projected costs and quantity determina

tion, including complimentary 
copies, packaging and mailing, 
advertising: Retail price, bulk 
discounts, etc. 

Promotion: Book reviews, radio 
announcements/interview, adver
tisements, notifIcation in The 
Boxwood Bulletin and listing in 
gardening and nursery journals 

Retail distribution: bookstores, garden 
centers, book clubs 

Estimated schedule: March-July, 
photography; April, complete fInal 
text; August-September, complete 
formatting; October, deliver to 
printer; November, available for 
distribution and sale 

background of Buxus sempervirens 
'Vardar Valley'. A specimen B. 
microphylla 'Helen Whiting', named 
for a former editor of The Boxwood 
Bulletin, in front of the sundial is 
flanked by twoB. microphylla 
'Compacta'. These two 'Compacta' 
plants were from Kingsville Nurseries 
in 1965. 

The pyramidal forms areB. 
sempervirens 'Hardwickensis' from 
cuttings she obtained in Williamsburg 
in 1965. 

Mrs. Plater, a Charter Member of 
the ABS, has contributed notes and 
articles for The Boxwood Bulletin. 
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Buxus harlandii and B. microphylla 'Compacta' are infront 
of two B. semp. 'Graham Blandi and a group ofB. 
microphylla 'Compacta'. 

Two B. sempervirens 'Graham Blandi serve as "gateposts" 
for an entrance to a display of an assortment of boxwoods 
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B. sinica var. insularis 'Justin Brouwers', center, with B. 
microphylla 'Green Pillow' at left. (Photos: Mrs. Robert L. 
Frackelton) 

Pyramidalforms Buxus sempervirens 'Hardwickensis' . 
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An Appreciation of the "Tree Box" 
Buxus sempervirens 'Arborescens' 
Mary A. Gamble 

An appreciation of this historic 
boxwood begins with Carolus 
Linnaeus, who recognized and named 
it. Linnaeus (who called himself Carol 
von Linne after he was granted a patent 
of nobility by the King of Sweden) was 
born in Sweden in 1707. He died in 
1778. In his 71 years of life he became 
recognized as one of the greatest 
botanists of all time. He founded 
modern systematic botany and origi
nated the binomial (genus-plus-species) 
method of designating plants and 
animals. His fIrst use of specifIc names 
was in his Genera Plantarum published 
in 1737. Sixteen years later he pub
lished Species Plantarum, in which he 
developed this subject more thoroughly. 

One of the plants he described in 

Species Plantarum was Buxus , or 
boxwood. He recognized one species, 
Buxus sempervirens, and two varieties: 
var. arborescens and var. suffruticosa. 
Linnaeus chose the generic name Buxus 
(Latin for "box") because the principal 
historic uses of the wood of box had 
been to make handsome small boxes 
suitable for the storage of jewelry and 
other treasures. He chose the specifIc 
name sempervirens (evergreen) for the 
dominant physical characteristic of the 
plant. The second variety he named was 
B. sempervirens var. suffruticosa, 
which varietal name suggests a small 
shrub. 

It should be noted that many modern 
botanists believe that both 'Arbor
escens' and 'Suffruticosa' should be 

considered cultivars rather than 
varieties, because it is believed they 
were described from plants under 
cultivation rather than from plants 
growing in the wild. It is interesting to 
note that the "tree box" was mentioned 
by the Swiss botanist Gaspard Bauhin 
as early as 1571. The two woodcuts 
which illustrate this article show the 
"tree box." One was published in 1583, 
the other in 1630. 

Buxus sempervirens 'Arborescens' 
has neither the refInement nor elegance 
of many of the smaller boxwoods of its 
species. Placed properly, it can 
dominate a site or serve as a back
ground planting. 

Its leaf color is a strong medium 
green, which falls into the yellow-green 

Illustration of a box tree from Robert 
Dodoen's Stirpium Historie Pemptades, 
published in Antwerp in 1583. 

This 1630 depiction of the box tree 
illustrates thefable that the cock and the 
box combined could put the Devil to flight. 
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Half-size sprigs of B. semp. 'Arborescens' 

group. Its leaf form is medium large and 
generally elliptic with an occasional tip 
emarginate or notched. Internodal 
length is medium so that the twigs have 
a close but not tight look. The plant's 
form is roughly pyramidal and becomes 
more tree-like as the plant matures. It 
grows at a moderate rate, much faster 
than 'Suffruticosa' and much slower 
than B. microphylla var.japonica. Once 
in Virginia we saw a long border of tree 
boxes that were some 30 feet high. We 
were told they were 'Arborescens' and 
had been there for 150 years They were 
impressive, but not beautiful. Hand
some, it seems to this writer, is the word 
for' Arborescens' . 

The photograph of the late Dr. 
Henry T. Skinner, then Director of the 
National Arboretum in Washington, 
D.C. , was taken there. Dr. Skinner, who 
was six feet tall , posed by an 'Arbor
escens' which he said he knew was 20 
years old because he had planted it. 
Later we learned that Dr. Skinner had 
planted all of the Buxus then in the 
Arboretum. The Boxwood Society of 
the Midwest rece ived its start on 
'Arborescens' in the form of cuttings 
sent from the National Arboretum in 
1970. 

For gardeners with space for this 
historic boxwood, it will be a notable 
addition to a Buxus collection. 
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This B. sempervirens 'Arborescens' was planted at the College of William and 
Mary by the late Dr. John Baldwin , Jr. (Photos: Mary A . Gamble) 

Dr. Skinner showing the B. sempervirens 'Arborescens' which he planted at the 
U.S. National Arboretum in Washington , D.C. 
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60th Historic Garden Week in Virginia Offers 35 Tours 
Suzanne H. Munson 

Gardeners, hisLory buffs, and oLher 
Lourists seeking a beauLiful springtime 
adventure will find a fascinaLing varieLY 
of places Lo visiL during Historic 
Garden Week in Virginia April 17-25. 

The annual staLe-wide event 
celebraLes its 60Lh anniversary this year. 
The nine-day program features 35 Lours 
of outstanding gardens and houses 
during the peak of Virginia's April 
beauLY. More than 40,000 visitors from 
Lhe U.S. and abroad are expected to 
visit the state for Garden Week tours. 

Garden Week proceeds benefit the 
restoration of historic gardens and 
grounds throughout Virginia. During 
the last six decades more than $5 
million has been raised by The Garden 
Club of Virginia for historic preserva
tion projects. 

More than 250 homes, gardens and 
landmarks are open this year. Many of 
them include lovely boxwood plantings. 
A 200-page guidebook detailing the 
tours will be available in early March 
for $2.00. Please write Historic Garden 
Week in Virginia, 12 E. Franklin, St., 
Richmond, VA 23219, or call (804) 
644-7776. 

Some of the Lour organizers have 
brochures with detailed informaLion 
abouL Lheir houses and gardens. If you 
are arranging a group tour or would like 
to requesL a brochure, please contact the 
Lour chairman, whose name and number 
are listed at the end of this article. 

Two tours feature a "presidential" 
Lheme. The Charlottesville-Albemarle 
program (April 18-22) salutes the 250th 
anni versary of the birth of Thomas 
Jefferson with many special lectures 
and events. The Orange- Madison 
County event (April 17) features five 
homes which were owned at one time 
by the family of President James 
Madison. 

Outlined here are several tours 
which may be of special interest to 
boxwood lovers. 

One of the most unusual sites is the 
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" Doctor's Garden" at Christ Church in 
Warrenton (April 21). Started in 1983, 
it is designed in the form of a cross with 
100 Kingsville boxwood planted 
around the edges of the cross. The 
garden design and construction were 
undertaken by Mrs. James Ward 
Sinclair in memory of her late husband, 
a surgeon in Warrenton for 50 years. 

Of particular interest at Montpelier 
on the President Madison Family tour 
in Orange-Madison counties (April 17) 
is the restoration of the two-and
a-half-acre formal walled garden. The 
garden was originally laid out by the 
duPont family in the early 1900s. The 
restoration was begun in October 1990 
with funding provided by The Garden 
Club of Virginia. Thousands of spring 
bulbs have been planted there in a 
lovely plan to re-establish an early 20th 
century garden by using many plants 
salvaged from over-grown beds. The 
old boxwood lining the center walk is 

being preserved. Also on the grounds is 
a steeplechase course where races have 
been held since 1925. In addition, 600 
acres recently have been set aside as a 
National Natural Landmark. This is an 
old-growth hardwood forest, rare in this 
part of the country. It will remain intact, 
never to be timbered, logged or cleared. 
Montpelier is a Virginia Historic 
Landmark and on the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

The Mary Washington House in 
Fredericksburg (April 20) also benefits 
from an important garden restoration by 
The Garden Club of Virginia. In the 
garden, re-created by the Garden Club 
in 1968-69, are found some of the 
original boxwood planted by Mary Ball 
Washington, as well as her sundial. The 
house was purchased in 1772 by 
George Washington for his mother, 
who resided there until her death in 
1789. The house is owned by the 
Association for the Preservation of 

"Doctor's Garden" o/Christ Church in Warrenton, Va. (Photo: Mrs. Robert L. 
Frackelton except as Mted) 
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Virginia Antiquities. 
The Gables Garden on the Lexing

ton tour (April 20 ) is an extensive site, 
developed over a 50-year period, 
featuring a perennial, annual and bulb 
section; a vegetable and cutting garden; 
and a pool and terrace area with small 
stone Florentine horses and a lead 
goose fountain. 

Among many other beautiful 
features, the garden includes lilacs, 
edged by huge boxwood more than 100 
years old. 

Champagne and Candlelight April 20 

The Albemarle-Charlottesville April 
20 program offers an evening cham
pagne and candlelight tour of Ash 
Lawn-Highland. 

Musicians will provide music in the 
boxwood garden, lighted by 2,000 
luminaries. The Albemarle-Charlot
tesville schedule (April 18-22) also 
includes lectures on 18th century 
horticulture; guided walks in the 
gardens of Monticello; a candlelight 
tour of the Lawn at the University of 

Virginia by students in 19th century 
costumes; a flower show and tour at the 
Bayly Art Museum; and presentations 
by the gardening staff of Morven 
Estate, owned by John W. Kluge. 

On the Hanover County tour (April 
17), "Springfield" features a box wood 
circle in front of the house with 100 
"English" boxwood and an "American" 
box tree in the center. This ten-room 
early Virginia house is situated in a 
beautiful wooded area of the county. 
Built in the early 1800s, the handsome 
three-story English basement type 
house is constructed of common bond 
brick made on the site. 

In Danville (April 22), the historic 
"Dan's Hill" house is surrounded by 
century-old boxwood and extensive 
sloping lawns leading to terraced 
gardens of spring bloom and a wooded 
area of azaleas and rhododendron. 
Brick walks lead to a gazebo which is a 
copy of the Philadelphia Waterworks, a 
classic Greek structure. The home was 
built in 1833 of native wood and brick 
handmade on the estate. 

At "Eyre Hall" on the Eastern Shore 

Montpelier. home of James Madison,features a large formal walled garden. 
(Photo : Garden Club of Virginia) 
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(April 24), the original boxwood 
garden, one of the oldest and loveliest 
in the region, is enclosed by a wall 
constructed of brick brought back from 
England as ballast in sailing ships. A 
cucumber tree is among the unusual 
trees and shrubbery in the garden. 
Nearby are the remains of an old 
orangery. Built in the 18th century, 
"Eyre Hall" is a Virginia Historic 
Landmark. It is furnished with beautiful 
Queen Anne, Chippendale and 
Hepplewhite pieces, family portraits 
and Chinese export. 

Also on the Eastern Shore tour is the 
Bloodworth Cottage Garden, hidden 
from the street by a hedge of large 
boxwood. This delightful garden is a 
blend of gardening philosophies. A 
formal planting of small boxwood is 
companion to a back door area enclosed 
by white picket fencing. The focal point 
is a fine statue of Michelangelo's 
David, brought by the owner from 
Florence. More informal are the 
colorful borders which offer a profusion 
of roses, cowslips, tulips. daffodils and 
pansies. 

One of the boxwoods at Montpelier had 
been maintained as a topiary. 
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Tour Chairmen: 

Albemarle·Charlottesvllle 
Mrs. Theodore E. Loud (804) 295·4242 
Mrs. Christopher Gale (804) 971·9673 
Danville 
Mrs. W. J. Irwin (804) 793-3281 
Mrs. Susan T. Hoffman (804) 793-5216 
Mrs. Whittington W. Clement 

(804) 799-4322 
Eastern Shore 
Mrs. Edward A. Ames III 
(804) 787-1232 
Mrs. E. Polk Kellam, Jr. (804) 442-4050 
Fredericksburg 
Mrs. Samuel C. Smart (703) 371-4286 
Mrs. Robert R. Harry (703) 373-4484 
Hanover County 
Mrs. Frank A. Shelton (804) 798-8067 
Mrs. Frank D. Hargrove, Sr. (804) 798-6443 
Lexington 

Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' in the Mary Washington House garden: The 
large clump is believed to date back to Mary Washington's day. 

Mrs. John L. Couper (703) 463-7577 
Mrs. John Prillaman (703) 483-4745 
Orange-Madison Counties 

Members of The Garden Club of 
Virginia extend a warm invitation to 
readers of The Boxwood Bulletin to 
visit these and other lovely locations on 

our exciting anniversary tour program. 

Suzanne Munson is Executive Director 
of Historic Garden Week in Virginia 

Mrs. John Y. Faulconer (703) 672-2961 
Warrenton 
Mrs. Arthur Nash (703) 347·9316 

1993 Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage 
The opening tour of Kent County on 

Saturday, April 24, 1993 features houses 
in Chestertown. With an earlier history 
as a seaport, Chestertown is known for 
its own tea party in 1774. Wealthy ship 
owners built along Water Street. Among 
the places open is the Wickes House, 
buill about 1767. In 1985 the garden was 
a veritable boxwood maze. (1993 
information does not mention the state 
of the boxwood.) The Hynson-Ringgold 
House also had a garden featuring 
boxwood. This garden was refurbished 
several years ago. Outside of Chester
town, "Tully's Fancy" also maintains 
boxwood. 

Cecil County is the site of the April 
25 tour. This county flourished during 
the Revolutionary days; because of its 
location at the head of the Chesapeake 
Bay, il was on the primary route from 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. Eighteenth-
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Hammond-Harwood House, Annapolis Md.: Large "English" boxwood (Buxus 
sempervirens 'Suffruticosa') reputed to have been planted in 1825 by Frances 
Chase Loockerman. (Photos: Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton) 

April 1993 



century fi eldstone houses, such as 
Hopewell House, reflect this period. 

The southern part of Anne Arundel 
County is open on Saturday, May 1, 
along with the great Georgian houses of 
Annapolis and the Governor's Mansion. 
Anne Arundel is the third oldest county 
in Maryland, after Sl. Mary 's and Kenl. 

Weston is a channing family 
compound of three residences. The main 
dwelling, reconstructed on the site after 
the original burned in 191 8, has a 
Palladian window which gives a view of 
the boxwood gardens. 

Holly Hill (see The Boxwood 
Bulletin , April 1985, Vol. 24, No. 4, p. 
103) built in 1696 as conflJ'med by 
dendrochronology, is the oldest proved 
house in Maryland. Fine boxwood 
plantings surround the builcling. 

Boxwood wi ll be found in the 
gardens of the great houses of Annapolis. 
Hammond-Harwood House, designed in 
1774 by William Buckland for Mathias 
Hammond, has large "English" box
wood in the garden. The Chase-Lloyd 
House where Francis Scott Key and 
Mary Taylor Lloyd were married, also 
features boxwood. The William Paca 
Gardens, described in 1769 as the most 
elegant in Annapolis, has boxwood 
borders and also features topiary /lex. 

On May 2, Harford County will 
welcome visitors for the flJ'st time in 15 
years. Places open range from a 1794 
house of French design to a 30-year-old 
ranch style house overlooking the Deer 
Creek Valley. 

Ruxton in Baltimore County began as 
a summer colony with Lake Roland in 
the heart of the community. In spite of 
development, the area remains a rural 
setting. 7306 Brightside has many 
"English" boxwoods, some as high as 
seven feel. Gardens only are open at 
1409 Walnut Hill Lane where the third 
level has an informal perennial and 
boxwood garden framed by a low picket 
fence. 

On the Calvert County tour on Satur
day, May 8, Switzer's Land (gardens 
only) features evergreen azaleas by the 
thousands. Boxwood are used to set off 
the azaleas. 

April 1993 

A section of the William Paca Garden in Annapolis, showing the Maryland capitol 
in the background. 

The wide expanse of lawn at Saw Pit 
Cove with terracing, stairways and brick 
work, has become a perfect backdrop for 
gardens of boxwood, rhododendron, 
azaleas, crape myrtle, holly and spring 
flowers. There is an outstanding view of 
the terraced hillside from the brick patio 
by the reflecting pool. Numerous mature 
boxwood define the area. 

The Baltimore area of Poplar Hill is 
the site of the concluding lOur on 
Wednesday, May 12. 

Houses will be openfrom 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Tickets are $15.00 for a full day's 
tour, $5.00 for a single house. Proceeds 
will be used for preservation and 
restoration projects in Maryland. To 
receive a tour book, send your name, 
address and $2.00 to Maryland House 
and Garden Pilgrimage, 1105A 
Providence Road, Baltimore, MD 
21286. For further information, call 
(410) 821-6933 between 9 a.m. and I 
p.m. weekdays except Wednesdays. 
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New Boxwood Booklet 
A long-time member of The Ameri

can Boxwood Society (ABS), and having 
a close association with The Boxwood 
Society of the Midwest (BSMW), the 
Garden Club of Buzzard's Bay, through 
its members, has produced a most 
attractive booklet on boxwood (Buxus), 
revealing a long-time study of the genus. 

The cultivars included in the study 
are grown in southeastern Massachusetts, 
Zone6A. 

Descriptive information comes not 
only from personal experience and 
observation, but also from information 
reprinted from the bulletins of the ABS 
and BSMW, 

A well-documented history is 
followed by a chapter entitled "Box
wood Notes," briefly discussing location 
or siting, good drainage, size and shape 
according to usage. 

Physical aspects of leaf shape, leaf tip 

Fall Board Meeting, 
September 25, 1992, 
University of Virginia 

In the absence of Mrs. Joan C. 
Butler, Secretary, Mr. Dale T. Taylor, 
President, asked Mr. Edward Connor to 
take minutes of the meeting. 

Minutes of the spring board meeting 
were accepted as published in The 
Boxwood Bulletin. The Treasurer's 
Report: Distributed and accepted. 

Committee Reports: 
1. The Boxwood Bulletin: Mrs. 

Frackelton asked for contributions of 
articles on such topics as old or historic 
plants, container growing, how-to 
articles, question and answer column 
(to be picked from queries received) 
and Seasonal Gardener. 

2. Buyer's Guide: Still selling, 
adequate supply, some new members as 
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and other leaf details, plant height at 25 
years and color, using the Royal Horticul
tural Society Colour Chart is followed by 
a page on Natural Forms at 25 Years of 
Age, reprinted with permission ofP. D. 
Larson. 

The central part, Buxus Identification, 
lists characteristics, mature size, hardi
ness, origination when known, cutting! 
plant source. Covered are the following 
cultivars of Buxus sempervirens: 
'Agrarn', 'Arborescens', 'Argenteo
variegata', 'Aurea-pendula', Aurea
variegata', 'Butterworth', 'Edgar Ander
son', 'Belleville', 'Elegantissima', 'Fas
tigiata', 'Graham Blandy', 'Handsworth
iensis', 'Henry Shaw', 'Hermann von 
Schrenk', 'Inglis', 'Joy', 'Latifolia', 
'Longifolia', 'Newport Blue', 'North
land', 'Pullman', 'Rotundifolia', semper
virens (species), 'Ste. Genevieve', 'Suf
fruticosa', 'VardarValley',and 'Welleri'. 
The microphylla species includes culti-

a result. Will need to redo next year. 
3. Membership status: approxi

mately 750 members. 
4. Index, Handbook, Monograph: 

Mr. Batdorf - Index of Vol. 26-30 was 
completed and distributed to current 
members. Extra copies are available for 
S4.00; Handbook: 100 pages, ready for 
rewriting and updating; Monograph on 
hold while Handbook being completed. 

5. Research: No report sent. 
6. Spring Garden Tour: Mr. Boyd 

suggesting: Prestwould, Mulberry Hill, 
Berry Hill, Red Hill, Black Walnut, 
MacCallum More. Mr. Boyd and Mrs. 
Frackelton will finish organizing the 
tour. Material to be in the January 
Bulletin. Mr. Taylor suggested 1994 or 
1995 for his area, including Delaware 
Valley gardens. 

7. Memorial Garden (Mr. Connor): 
Amphitheater construction delayed, 

vars of 'Curly Locks', 'Green Pillow', 
'John Baldwin', /Kings-ville Dwarf/ (this 
is 'Compacta'), var. japonica and its 
cultivar, 'Morris Midget'. HybridBuxus 
'Green Velvet' and speciesBuxus 
harlandii precedeBuxus sinica var. 
insularis (the Korean boxwood) and its 
cultivars 'Compacta'(?) and 'Justin 
Brouwers'. 

Chapters on propagation, pruning, 
fertilizing, disease and insect control, a 
1991 index to boxwood cultivars, 
including new cultivars and cuttings, 
and a bibliography conclude the study. 

The design by Nancy PantaIeoni, 
filling in with Buxus drawings and 
quotes is aesthetically pleasing. 

There are a few inevitable typos, a 
couple of usage errors and nomenclature 
corrections, but the members of the 
Garden Club of Buzzard's Bay are to be 
congratulated for the work that brought 
this to fruition. 

water lines may be in by next spring. 
8. 1993 Annual Meeting (Mr. 

Taylor): Will try to arrange for May 
14-16 in Williamsburg, anticipating 
construction at Blandy and hoping for a 
good turnout with a new format. Data 
to be in January Bulletin. 

9. Boxwood Video (Mr. Taylor): 
Narration and photos (stills) - $1,000-
2, 000, less expensive than moving 
pictures. 

10. Endowment Fund: Possibly. 
piggyback with UVa, management 
costs too expensive for a small group. 

11. Advertising in Bulletin: Problem 
of unrelated business tax. Do not get 
involved. 

12. Next Board meeting scheduled 
Mar. 19, 1993, 3-5PM in Staunton, 
Virginia. Mrs. Ward to arrange. 

Edward Connor, Acting Secretary 
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artie Seasona[ (jaraener 
Practical tips for boxwood enthusiasts from Society members 

Spring Has Come! 

Spring may be the busiest season of all for box
wood growers. It is the ideal time to examine and 
evaluate established plants, checking for insect 
problems and considering whether plants are too large 
or too dense, making them candidates for judicious 
shaping and thinning. New plants may be set out and 
others transplanted, provided that they can be given 
extra water and some shade to help them flourish 
through the hot summer. 

Spring is not the best time to fertilize boxwoods; 
late winter is a better choice. Indeed, established 
boxwoods should not be fertilized every year. Do not 
disturb or cut boxwood roots when setting out new 
annuals for summer color. These feeder roots are very 
close to the surface and can be severely damaged by 
any cultivation. Weeding should be done only by hand 
and will be accomplished much more easily if an inch 
of mulch is maintained under boxwoods. The mulch 
should never touch the main trunk or lowest branches. 

As one closely examines boxwoods at the end of 
winter, be aware of branches which seem off-color 
(not the usual deep green). Check for possible split 
bark low down on these stems, the result of sudden 
temperature changes during the winter. If bark split or -
pccling is found, the stems above that point will 
probably not produce new growth and are best cut off 
below the site of the split. New foliage will appear on 
the old stubs if enough light penetrates to the interior 
of the plant. 

If discolored, bronzed or straw-colored areas of 
foliage are observed, it may only be the result of sun 
scald and winter drying by winds. I~ so, the foliage 
may green up again naturally as the weather warms. 
Delay pruning until midsummer, when it will be clear 
that some branches will not recover. 

Insect damage noticed on boxwoods in spring 
needs to be controlled promptly to prevent heavy 
infestations. Therefore inspect plants for signs of 
psyllid (curling lea~es of new growth) and leaf miner 
(punctures, spots and bubbles on the under side of 
leaves.) Less toxic controls such as insecticidal soaps 
will need to be used repeatedly. Malathion or 
Diazanon will be effective on heavy populations of 
psyllid but will give the best protection if applied very 
early, even late March if an early warming occurs, as 
soon as boxwood leaf buds begin to grow. Leaf miner 
damage, if severe, can actually kill boxwoods, so early 
awareness and treatment are needed. 

Cygon is the most effective chemical systemic 
spray, but must be used carefully, following the 
manufacturer's instructions. Whenever the insects are 
most active is the correct timing-May, June, and 
even into July-will produce good results. For large 
numbers of plants, professional spraying is the best 
choice. Mites can often be removed by using a full 
blast spray of water from the hose to clean the leaves. 
Kelthane, a miticide, is very effective. 

Spring is a good time to clean out the centers of 
boxwood plants, removing all dead leaves and debris, 
either by hand, by squirting a strong stream of water 
from the hose, or by using a power blower. A plant's 
interior should be cleaned completely at least once a 
year. 

If boxwood foliage is very thick and dense, 
thinning (or plucking) some twigs and branches will 
be of great benefit to the health of the plant, which 
will then develop new growth on old stems inside, if 
air and sunlight can reach the interior. 

loan Butler 




	Contents
	Propagating Boxwoods at Saunders Bros., Inc.
	Progress Report: The Boxwood Handbook
	Boxwood at the Play Garden
	An Appreciation of the "Tree Box"
	60th Historic Garden Week in Virginia Offers 35 Tours
	1993 Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage
	Correspondence
	News of the Society
	The Seasonal Gardener

