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Berry Hill, a home built by James Coles Bruce in 1842-1844 near South Boston, Virginia, was on the eleventh ABS tour. See 
story on page 3. (Photo: John Hart) 
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Eleventh ABS Tour 
Southside Virginia Takes Prize for Largest Boxwoods 

Scot Butler 

At 8:35 on Saturday, May 8, 1993, a 
bus carrying 34 passengers pulled away 
from the Best Western Howard House 
Inn in South Boston, Halifax County, to 
explore the boxwood wonders of 
Southside Virginia. It was a bright 
sunny morning, full of promise for the 
first day of the eleventh ABS tour. Our 
objective was to visit sites selected by 
ABS Director John Boyd in Halifax. 
Charlotte and Mecklenburg Counties. 
Covering such a wide territory inevita
bly entailed much travel, and we were 
fortunate to be going when the country
side was a lush green. Boxwood, 
mainly Buxus sempervirens 

REMINDER 

Unless you promptly renew your 
membership for 1993-1994, you 
will not receive the next issue of 
The Boxwood Bulletin. (Renewal 
notices were mailed in May.) 
Please mail checks to ABS 
Treasurer, P.O. Box 85, Boyce 
VA 22620. 

'Suffruticosa' (alias "English" box
wood) was seen growing in most of the 
yards we passed, prompting one 
passenger to remark that "boxwood 
seems to grow like weeds in this area." 
Certainly we knew that we were in 
boxwood country as we headed for our 
first destination, but little did we 
imagine the size of the boxwood 
specimens we were to see on the tour. 

Red Hill, the last of some dozen 
locations where Patrick Henry lived, 
and the place where he is buried, was 
the first stop on the Saturday tour. We 
were greeted by a representative of the 
Patrick Henry Memorial Foundation 
who gave an overview of the history of 
the property as we toured the grounds 
by bus. 
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Red Hill. home of Patrick Henry in Halifax County. with champion Osage Orange 
tree inforeground.large B. sempervirens on left. Those at right were recently 
pruned down to 4'. (Photos: Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton. except as noted) 

At Red Hill. Mrs. Butler and Mrs. Frackelton view severly pruned boxwood. 
(Photo: Scot Butler) 
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We were unprepared for the sight of 
dozens of bare trunks of Bux us 
scmpcrvircns (alias " American" 
boxwood) ri sing like stakes from the 
ground to a height of about 4 feet in 
what appeared to be fonnal arrange
ments both behind and in front of the 
Henry house. 

We subsequently learned that these 
were the remains of boxwoods planted 
hy Patrick Henry 's son, John, in the 
1840s. During the occupancy up to 
1944 of Red H ill by members of the 
Henry family the boxwood "maze" was 
kept at a height of about 4 feet. After 
that the bushes were neglected and over 
the years grew to almost 10 feet, 
obscuring both the boxwood design and 
the view of the Staunton River Valley 
which Patrick Henry so enjoyed. 

The Foundation therefore decided 
to cut these unthrifty boxwood back to Plantings o/B. sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' at Red Hill. (Photo: John Hart) 
the earlier 4-foot height in the expecta
tion that they will send out new growth 
and fill out over the next few years. The 
pruning was performed this spring by a 
gardener from Sunnyside Boxwood 
Farm whose owners, ABS members 
Will and Susan Mays, were on the tour. 
Already there was some adventitious 
growth at the base of some of the stems. 
There were others, however, whose 
bark had split badly, probably during 
winter/spring freezes and thaws, and 
their recovery appeared uncertain. ABS 
Director Richard Mahone advised the 
Foundation's representative that if 
some plants did not recover, the dead 
wood of the stems was valuable 
commercially so that the Foundation 
necd not suffer a complete loss if a 
plant died. 

After viewing an informative 
videotape about Patrick Henry, as well 
as a museum filled with Henry family 
artifacts and memorabilia we roamed 
the grounds and visited the buildings 
and cemetery at Red Hill, taking note as 
we went of some very large surviving 
specimens of Buxus sempervirens and 
more recent plantings of young, 
vigorous B. sempervirens 'Suffru
ticosa'. Patrick Henry's house at Red 
Hill, of which the present structure is a 
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Mature B. sempervirensflank the porch at Mulberry Hill. 

reconstruction, was a modest story and 
a half. It stands in marked contrast to 
the more elaborate homes of his 
Virginia compatriots, such as Washing
ton and Jefferson. Henry's interest in 
wealth primarily took th-e fonn of land 
ownership. From an initial acquisition 
of 700 acres at Red Hill, he increased 
his holdings there to almost 3,000 
acres. At his death he was among the 

wealthiest landowners in Virginia with 
vast holdings in Virginia, Kentucky, 
North Carolina and Georgia. 

Henry's law office survived the 
1919 fire which destroyed the, by then, 
much enlarged original house. The 
office has been moved and restored. It 
is believed to have served as quarters 
for guests and adult male members of 
Henry's large family by his two wives: 
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John Boyd stands beside the grand
daddy of boxwood at Mulberry Hill. 
(Photo: Scot Butler) 

17 children and 60 grandchildren. The 
cemetery containing the marked graves 
of Patrick Henry, his second wife, two 
of his sons and a daughter-in-law, as 
well as unmarked graves of other 
family members, is surrounded by a 
stone fence enclosing a boxwood 
hedge. The boxwoods were cut back in 
1992 to the height of the stone fence, 
which is to be removed. The grounds 
boast the nation's largest Osage Orange 
tree and a Smoke tree said to have 
come from George Washington's 
Mount Vernon. 

Heading southeast we arrived, after 
a lengthy drive through the countryside, 
at privately owned Mulberry Hill, 
where ancient boxwoods reach skyward 
to record heights. John Boyd singled 
out the largest-and probably oldest B. 
sempervirens-measuring 37 feet in 
height and 4 1/2 feet in trunk circumfer
ence at 54 inches above ground. 
Originally planted to frame a large, 
square formal garden, these tree 
boxwoods were underplanted with 
edging boxwood (B. sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa'). In the depression years 
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Mrs. J. T. Butler (center) greets a group of ABS members at Mulberry Hill . 

Mrs. 1. T. Butler's Chase City home. where mature trees and boxwoodframe the 
house. (Photo: John Hart) 

of the 1930s some of the mature edging 
boxwood was sold off by the owners, 
but there are still sufficient numbers in 
some areas of the garden to make an 
impressive statement. In addition to the 
boxwoods in the garden, large speci
mens dot the grounds around the early 

farmhouse and complement of out
buildings. 

Of one outbuilding, it is said that 
Judge Paul CarringtOn, who owned 
thousands of acres at Mulberry Hill in 
the mid-1700s, dared any woman to step 
inside the law office which he had built 
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for himself. Judge Carrington was a 
distinguished Virginian (See The 
Boxwood Bulletin, January 1993 for a 
list of his credentials.). It is fitting that 
Mulberry Hill should have descended in 
his family to the present owner, Mrs. J. 
T. Butler, who not only opened the 
historic working farm to us, but was on 
hand to answer questions and lead us 
through the house. She and one servant 
do most of the upkeep of the gardens 
where the following were in full spring 
nush: peonies, iris, lilacs, mock orange, 
beauty bush, spirea and candytuft. An 
old "date tree" also survives in this 
bucolic setting that seems untouched by 
time. 

Mrs. Butler in her car led the bus via 
country roads to Chase City in 
Mecklenburg County where we enjoyed 
a delicious pre-ordered lunch (chicken, 
tuna or seafood salad, followed by 
peach cobbler for dessert) at the 
Straight A's Cafe. We learned that the 
sizeable town of Chase City was 
founded by carpetbaggers in the 
immediate post-Civil War years. The 
then Chief Justice of the United States, 
Salmon P. Chase, lent his name to their 
new town. 

Next on our schedule was Mrs. 
Butler's beautiful Chase City residence. 
Of particular interest was the unusual 
treatment of the high boxwood hedge 
surrounding a large rectangular garden 
that contains an open expanse of lawn, 
nower beds and, at the far end away 
from the house, a fish pond. The hedge 
is trimmed in shallow scallops at the 
top making for a gently undulating 
effect. We marveled at the skil1 of the 
gardener whose responsibility it is to 
kccp this elegant hedge in shape. 

The handsome house, with a front 
portico and side colonnade reminiscent 
of Mount Vernon, was built in 1949 
from a model designed by Mrs. Butler's 
husband. The sweeping front lawn, 
shaded by large trees-including stately 
willow oaks-<:omplements the house 
and gardens. The latter were ablaze 
with a variety of spring-blooming 
nowers and shrubs. Altogether the 
scene was one of tranquil beauty, and 
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Mrs. Butler's Chase City garden with a tall boxwood hedge trimmed in shallow 
scallops. 

At MacCallum More a wall contains many 0/ the artifacts cQUected/rom all over 
the world. 

we wondered whether Mrs. Butler did 
not have a daily problem deciding 
which of her two homes to favor with 
her presence. 

Within the limits of Chase City is 
the MacCal1um More (formerly Judge 
Hudgens) Garden, an unusual private 
collection aspiring to national impor
tance by virtue of its assortment of 

memorabilia associated with histori
cally significant people and events. 
Lawyer Hudgens, who became a state 
supreme court justice, bought the 
property in 1929 on which 8,000 
boxwood plants are now growing. (No, 
we did not actual1y count them.) In the 
next 30 years before his death in 1959 
he built a house, his wife created the 
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first parl of the present woodland 
garden, and he brought back countless 
sculptures from his foreign travels, 
especially from the Mediterranean area. 
Thereafter one of his sons, who also 
was a world traveller, sent crates of 
artifacts to this spot, where they sat 
many years waiting to be unpacked and 
displayed in the garden. The son also 
extended his mother's garden to cover 
the present four acres. The result of the 
father's and son's penchant for objets 
d'art is an eclectic collection of 
mementos from all over the world, 
including the United States, placed at 
intervals along walks bordered with 
boxwood in deep shade. The displays 
range from Virginia landmarks (re
moved from original sites as develop-

A wooded path is bordered with B. 
sempervirens. 

ment occurred) to a Moorish cloister 
from Spain, a B.C. bust of a Roman 
senator and a 15th-century wellhead 
from the Isle of Capri, among others. A 
museum is under construction on an 
adjacent 1 1/2 acres to house Judge 
Hudgens' priceless collection of Indian 
artifacts, some of which are believed to 

be more than 50,000 years old. We 
were fortunate to have as our guide a 
close associate of the Hudgens family 
who is now administrator of the garden. 
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In a wooded section at MacCallum More, a Moorish cloister is mounted above a 
fountain andfigures. 

A sculpturedfigure in the MacCallum More garden is dedicated to Judge Edward 
Hudgens. 

Because of the pressure of time we 
did not spend as long at Black Walnut 
Farm in Halifax County as some would 
have liked, but we did see and enjoy 
enough to satisfy most tastes. As at 
Mulberry Hill, the owner-in this case 
Mr. Watkins-was on hand to welcome 
us and conduct us through the large 
two-part (pre-revolutionary and 
antebellum) house, and tell us about the 
operation of his 900-acre working farm. 
The boxwood and trees were impres-

sive, including an ancient holly that was 
the largest we have ever seen. 

The original tract of 4,600 acres was 
a 1768 land grant from Richard 
Randolph to William Simms. Mr. 
Watkins is a descendant of the early 
owners and is doing a loving job of 
stabilizing and restoring the spacious 
house with its 12-foot downstairs 
ceilings. A number of outbuildings still 
st.'lnd intact at Black Walnut, including 
a brick kitchen/wash house, a law 
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office, and one of 30 slave houses. A 
boxwood hedge has altai ned a height of 
about 14 fect and appeared to be still 
growing vigorously. Among the shrubs, 
vines and flowers observed were mock 
orange, spirea, sweet shrub, oleander, 
Japanese flowering quince, wisteria and 
roses. 

Upon completion of the day's long 
drive involving many tight turns and 
narrow lanes, our bus driver received an 
ovation from his grateful passengers. 

Saturday night dinner was held at 
the inn where we were staying. A 
choice of entrees-chicken, steak or 
flounder-was offered with pecan pie 
for dessert. Conviviality reigned as 
conversations ranged from boxwood to 
completely unrelated subjects. A high 
degree of coincidental interests allowed 
us to shake our cares for the day and 
enjoy some new aquaintances. 

Our tour on Sunday was by private 
car so that any members who had to 
depart before the conclusion could do 
so easily. Forming a caravan of some 
dozen or more cars at 9 a.m., we drove 
to Berry Hill, about 15 minutes from 
South Boston. We were met by John, 
the caretaker, who told us that the 
house, built by James Coles Bruce in 
1842-1844, has been under repair for 
two years and that while much work 
has been done to clear the overgrown 
grounds, more remains. 

The property has been designated a 
National Historic Landmark. We were 
awed by the grandeur and scale of the 
temple-form mansion and flanking 
office dependencies. Extensive planting 
of boxwood and enormous shade trecs 
complemented the seuing. The presence 
of peacocks and guinea hens added 
rural charm to the plantation atmo
sphere. John invited us to roam the 
grounds, including the burial grounds, 
and wander through the entire house at 
will. 

We had the good fortune to have in 
our tour group ABS member Davyd 
Foard Hood, an architectural historian, 
who shared his knowledge of Bruce and 
his architect as well as an analysis of he 
architectural significance of the house, 

8 

Black Walnut, where B. sempervirens reaches upward beside a chimney and paths 
are bordered by mature plants of the form 'Suffruticosa'. 

Black Walnut has an abundance ofB. sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' in theformal 
garden. 

information which contributed greatly 
to an appreciation of the place. 

He noted that Berry Hill owes its 
origin to the grandiose tradition of the 
18th-century Virginia mansions and is 
one of only a few significant Greek 
Revival houses built in Virginia. The 
front facade measures 68 feet across; 

the interior boasts handsome plaster 
work and an extraordinary "wishbone" 
staircase in which two flights of stairs, 
rising on either side of the large central 
hall, merge at a high landing to con
tinue upward as one flight. 

James Coles Bruce, 1806-1865, was 
one of the first millionaires in the 
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United States. Educated at Harvard, he 
developed a taste for high living, 
architecture and the collection of silver 
and other valuables. He form ed a 
friendship with architect John Evans 
Johnston who designed the house at 
Berry Hill based on buildings Bruce 
saw on a trip to Philadelphia in 1839: 
the Biddle home, Andalusia (which we 
visited on our first ABS tour in 1978), 
the First United States Bank building 
and Girard College. The main house 
cost $28,000 to build and the stables, 
carriage houses and other dependencies 
cost an additional $3,000. 

As we explored the interior of the 
Berry Hill house we were struck by the 
elegance of the large rooms and high 
ceilings, the carved marble mantels, the 
remnants of imported wallpaper, the 
tri-partite jib windov/s extending almost 
from floor to ceiling, and the decorative 
plaster cornices. Of special interest was 
a plant conservatory built as an integral 
part of the house. The brick construc
tion of the house was left exposed on 
the rear side but was stuccoed over on 
the other three sides. 

From this rare opportunity to see 
Berry Hill in its unrestored state, the 
tour moved some 20 miles eastward to 
the Clarksville area of Mecklenburg 
County, where fabulous Prestwould 
stands. A Virginia Historic Landmark 
listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places, the house was built 
during 1790-1795 by Sir Peyton 
Skipwith, grandson of Sir Grey 
Skipwith, a Cavalier who emigrated 
from England to Blandford in Prince 
George County, Virginia, during the 
rule of Oliver Cromwell. 

Prestwould remained in the 
Skipwith family for four generations 
until 1913 and is one of the most 
extensively documented rural properties 
of the period. In 1963 the property with 
44 acres of land was purchased pri
vately from a developer: it is now 
owned and administered by the 
Prestwould Foundation. 

As we approached the house from 
the land entrance Mr. Julian Hudson, 
Director of the Foundation, met us at 
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At Black Walnut a tall hedge ofB. sempervirens separates the house area/rom a 
work area. 

At Berry Hill a gro-up ofB. sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' beside one of the 
dependencies with ABS tour leader John Boyd in the foreground. 

the base of a great white oak tree, 
estimated to be more than 500 years 
old. Other trees of great age and beauty 
also grace the grounds, including an 
Eastern Red Cedar (Juniperus 
virginiana) estimated to be more than 
300 years old. Mr. Hudson recounted 
the history of the Skipwith family, 
stressing the importance in the building, 
interior decoration, and initial furnish
ing of the house by Lady Jean, Sir 
Peyton's second wife, who came over 
from Scotland. 

It was she who laid out the gardens 
(including what was to be planted 
therein), kept meticulous records, and 
owned a library which was among the 
largest assembled by a woman in 
18th-century America. Her surviving 
plan of the garden has served as the 
basis of the Garden Club of Virginia's 
continuing restoration of it since 1980. 
Although the plan. c. 1800, does not 
show boxwood there are now some 
large specimens. especially at the 
entrance to the garden. as well as in the 
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vicinity of the picturesque summer 
house (w ith horizontal pocket shuLLers 
in the interior) on a far ex treme of the 
garden. During our visit a gardener was 
seen spray ing a tall bank o f boxwoods 
along one edge of the grounds. There is 
no lack o f large box wood plan ts today, 
some o f which are sa id to date from the 
early years of the plantation. 

There are also pecan and fi g trees 
and some ornamental shrubs said to 
have descended from originals planted 
by Lady Jean Skipwith . Little 
" horsehoc" beds line one long side o f 
the garden, adding interest to the design 
by creating the appearance of a scal
loped border. An enormous yellow 
Lacly Banks rose bush marks the 
entrance to the garden that leads, via a 
path o f tall overarching boxwoods, to 
the Skipwith family cemetery at the far 
encl . Many colorful flowers were in 
bloom in the flower beds, including 
columbine and Virginia spiderwort. 

Prestwould is unique for its 
well-preserved complex of plantation 
buildings: an o ffice (where Sir Peyton 
lived during construction of the main 
house), a loom house, smokehouse, 
plantation store, and a very early 
two-family slave house. Unlike the 
main house, which is build of sandy 
limestone quarried and cut into blocks 
on the plantation , most of these 
outbuildings were of frame construc
tion. 

Following an informative guided 
tour of the house which brought out 
continu ity and change between the first, 
second and third generations of 
Skipwiths in terms of interior decora
tion and furni shings, the tour ended 
with a delicious box lunch and bever
ages served inside the house by 
members of the John Boyd family. 

It is hard to find words to express 
our apprec iation to the Boyds for the 
wonderful tour they arranged to us and 
to Mrs. Robert Frackelton for the 
behind-the-scenes support she pro
vided . It never ceases to astonish us 
(and we have taken part in every ABS 
tour so far) just what wonderful events 
they are and how the members who 
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The facade of Prestwould in Mecklenberg County faces the river. (Photo: Scot 
Butler) 

At Prestwould there are horseshoe beds of ground cover and a magnificent arbor 
of Lady Banks roses with large old B. sempervirens in the background. (Photo: 
Scot Butler) 

arrange them come up with such 
interesting and different tours each 
time. It is exciting to think about how 
many boxwood areas we still have not 
explored; we encourage other ABS 
members to volunteer to organize tours 
in their localities. It is a rewarding 
experience. 

Mr. Butler, aformer editor of The 
Boxwood Bulletin, not only has 
attended every ABS tour , but has 
faithfully recorded the details of most of 
them for the Bulletin. 
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Tour participants: 

Mrs. Jeanne Baden 
Mr. Ralph C. Boggess 
Mrs. Ralph C. Boggess 
Mr. John W. Boyd, Jr. 
Mrs. John W. Boyd, Jr. 
Mr. Scot Butler 
Mrs. Scot Butler 
Mrs. Edward Chamberlin 
Mrs. John DeBell 
Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
Dr. Henry F. Frierson, Jr. 
Mrs. Henry F. Frierson, Jr. 
Mr. John Hart 
Mrs. John Hart 
Mr. Davyd Foard Hood 
Mr. R. J. McGregor 
Mrs. R. J. McGregor 
Mr. Richard D. Mahone 
Mrs. Richard D. Mahone 
Mr. William N. Mays 
Mrs. William N. Mays 
Mr. Collin McKinne 
Mrs. Collin McKinne 
Mrs. Edith Medlin 
Mrs. Olive Miller 
Mr. Winfield S. Preston, Jr. 
Mrs. Winfield S. Preston, Jr. 
Mrs. James Sykes 

The summer house at Prestwould is at the edge of the garden. (Photo: Scot Butler) 

Mr. James Ward Walker 
Mrs. James Ward Walker 
Mrs. Katherine D. Ward 
Mr. George Warner 
Mrs. George Warner 

Mr. Charles N. Whelan 
Mr. Steve Zapton 
Mrs. Steve Zapton 

Addenda to International Registration List 
Lynn R. Batdorf 

The following are recent changes 
and additions in the International Regis
tration List of Cultivated Buxus L. 
published in The Boxwood Bulletin 
26(4):76-81.1987. 

Buxus microphylla Sieb. & Zucco 

'John Baldwin' P. Larson in The Box
wood Bulletin 28(2):27-28.1988. 

'Quiet End ' L. Batdorf in The Box
wood Bulletin 31 (3):52.1992. 

'Sunlight' M. Gamble in The Boxwood 
Bulletin 28(2):26-27. 1988. 
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Buxus sempervirens L. 

'Blauer Heinz ' O. Markworth & H. 
Preissel in Deutche Baumschule. p. 
516. Dec. 1987. 

'Dee Runk' C. Woltz in The Boxwood 
Bulletin 28(2):26.1988. 

'Denmark' M. Gamble in The Box
wood Bulletin 28(2):28.1988. 

'Flora Place' M. Gamble in The Box
wood Bulletin 28(4) :59.1989. 

Buxus sinica (Rehd. & Wils.) Cheng 
var. insularis (Nakai) M. Cheng 
(Buxus microphylla Sieb. & Zucco 
var. insularis Nakai) in Actal 
Phylotax. Sin ., 17(3) :100.1979 and 

Flora Reipublicae Popularis Sinicae 
45(1): 38.1980. 

'Justin Brouwers' P. Larson in The 
Boxwood Bulletin 29(1):3.1989. 

'Pincushion' 
The originator, Sheridan Nurseries, 

Georgetown, Ontario, requested the 
registration as 'Pincushion'; however, it 
was incorrectly registered as 'Cushion' 
in The Boxwood Bulletin 7(1): 1.1967. 

Mr. Batdorf is International Regis
tration Authority for Cultivated Buxus 
L. and Horticulturist at the U.S. 
National Arboretum, Washington, D.C. 
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NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

:J.,1-2Z,; 
ABS Annual Meeting Held May-M; 1993, at Williamsburg, Virginia 

Notes and Minutes 
As the first event of the annual 

meeting activities, on Friday afternoon, 
May 21,1993, a boxwood workshop 

-was held at the Williamsburg Library 
and Arts Center. Some 40 people 
attended to hear presentations on 
" Boxwood in the Landscape" by Joan 
Butler, ABS Secretary; on "Boxwood 
Propagation" by Tom Saunders of 
Saunders Brothers Nursery and member 
of the ABS Board of Directors; and on 
" Boxwood Cultivars" by Lynn R. 
Batdorf, Curator of boxwood at the U.S . 
National Arboretum, Board member 
anclthe International Registrar for 
Bu.xus L. The second and third talks 
were accompanied by excellent slides 
showing propagation techniques for 
large-scale production and pictures of 
54 individual boxwood cultivars as 
mature plants. 

Evening Program: On Friday 
evening participants enjoyed "Flora in 
Glass" by Paul Joseph Stankard, with 
slides ancl descriptions of the making of 
botanical glass paperweights; beautiful 
examples were on di splay . (One ABS 
member brought two of Mr. Stankard's 
paperweights which she had obtained 
many years ago.) Mr. Stankard also 
read hi s poems which accompany some 
special paperweights. This delightful 
program was followed by a wine and 
cheese reception generously provided 
by President Dale Taylor and Vice 
President Decca Frackelton. 

Willillmsburg Gardens Tour: On 
Saturday morning, members boarded a 
bus to travel to the Powder Magazine, 
where they assembled in three groups 
for guided tours through the gardens in 
the historic area of Williamsburg. The 
sunny, cool weather was most wel
come. Box lunches were enjoyed in the 
spacious dining area or Commonwealth 
Hall and then the bus transported 
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everyone back to the Library for the 
Annual Business Meeting. 

Annual Meeting: The 33rd Annual 
Meeting of the American Boxwood 
Society was called to order by President 
Dale T. Taylor at 1:30 p.m . in the 
auditorium of the Williamsburg 
Library. A moment of silence was 
observed in memory of Cdr. P. D,. 
"Swede" Larson who died in December 
1992. The President introduced the 
officers and directors of the Society and 
thanked Director Richard D. Mahone 
for his assistance in making the fine 
arrangements for the meeting. The 
minutes of the 32nd annual meeting 
were approved as printed in The 
Boxwood Bulletin, Vol. 32, No.1, July 
1992. 

The Secretary reported answering 
many letters of inquiry and referring 
others to appropriate Board members 
for response. The Treasurer reported a 
balance of $25,355 in the checking 
account and $21,786 in certificates of 
deposit which are held in escrow for the 
Boxwood Handbook, the Memorial 
Garden, research, Monograph/or 
Buxus, Blandy Farm Capital Fund and 
various memorial funds. 

Paul Stankard, guest speaker. (Photo : 
Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton) 

The Boxwood Bulletin and 
Membership: Mrs. Frackelton reported 
that 30 new members have joined the 
Society for the 1993-1994 year, some 
as the result of mention in The Avant 
Gardener and some from a brief article 
in the garden question section of The 
New York Times. She asked for notes 
and photographs from readers on their 
experiences with boxwood . 

Registrar, Handbook, Mono
graph, and Buyer's Guide: Mr. 
Batdorf noted that his greatest effort 
this year has been devoted to complet
ing the Handbook, which he expects 
will be available in fall 1993. The scope 
of the Monograph has been reduced to 
cover only the nine temperate-zone 
species of boxwood, including about 
160 cultivars. He will work with 
President Taylor to produce the fourth 
edition of the Buyer's Guide to be 
published in 1994. No decision has 
been reached whether the next inclex to 
The Boxwood Bulletin shoulcl cover five 
years or ten. The last five-year Index 
covered Volumes 26-30. Mr. Batdorf 
explained the nature of the Monograph: 
a scientific treati se on the genus Buxus, 
which will not be of broad general 
interest, but will be important in the 
horticultural ficIci, covering some 185 
different boxwood plants, somewhat 
likeDirr's Manual o/Trees and Shrubs. 

1993 Garden Tour: Great apprecia
tion was expressed to Director John W. 
Boyd, Jr, and Mrs. Boyd for a most 
enjoyable tour on May 7 and 8, where 
visitors saw venerable and very large 
boxwoods, interesting garden design 
and fascinating houses. 

Research: Mrs. Butler reported that 
the cultivar evaluation project at the 
Chicago Botanic Garden is progressing, 
with hope of having photographs for 
The Boxwood Bulletin. The study of the 
relationship of mycorrhizal fungi and 
boxwood is to be organized during the 
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summer of 1993 and Prof. James 
Hendrix at the University of Kentucky 
will then report on progress. 

Memorial Garde1l: Mrs. Butler 
reported on the Boxwood Memorial 
Garden and construction progress at 
Blandy Farm's Orland E. White 
Arboretum, the State Arboretum of 
Virginia. In preparation for work on a 
new outdoor amphitheater, many plants 
in the lower part of the boxwood garden 
were moved last summer to a new long 
holding bed along the road. A new 
paved entrance road into the Farm from 
Route 50 has been completed and is 
being planted with trees and shrubs. 
Plants which were propagated by Cdr. 
"Swede" Larson are protected either in 
the greenhouse or in the shade house, 
and an inventory has been taken. 
Construction machinery is grading the 
site for the amphitheater and stone 
masons are building new walls. 

Preside1lt's Report: Mr. Taylor then 
presented the President's report for the 
year. He recalled the suggestion that 
advertisements be included in The 
Boxwood Bulletin but pointed out that 
tax problems might result, since ABS is 
a non-profit organization; our status for 
mailing The Boxwood Bulletin might be 
affected. Previous discussions about 
creating an endowment fund have been 
dropped because the Society is small; in 
the future perhaps a cooperative· 
arrangement might be possible with 
some existing non-profit foundation. 
Plans for producing a boxwood video 
have been postponed for a year or two. 

Mr. Taylor urged all participants to 
attend the boxwood plant auction 
immediately after the meeting, at the 
Lord Paget Inn, Room 157. He an
nounced that a Board of Directors 
meeting would be held after the 
auction. He mentioned that T-shirts, 
hats, tote bags and coffee mugs with the 
ABS logo were for sale in Room 157. 

Nominating Committee: Mr. Tom 
Saunders, chairman of the committee, 
presented the following slate of officers 
and directors for 1993-1994: 

President: Mr. Dale T. Taylor 
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Vice Presidents: 
Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
Mrs. Malcolm Holekamp 

Secretary: Mrs. Joan Butler 
Executive Treasurer: 

Mrs. Katherine D. Ward 
Directors: 

To complete the term of Cdr. P. D. 
Larson, ending in 1994: 

Mrs. Tyra Sexton 
Three-year term ending in 1996: 

Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
Mrs. Sigrid Harriman 
Mr. Malcolm E. Jamieson 

The slate was unanimously elected. 
The business meeting was adjourned 

at 2: 15 p m. and a fine slide program 
illustrating ways to use native plants in 
difficult landscape situations was 
presented by Rollin Woolley, Land
scape Supervisor for the Colonial 
Williamsburg Foundation. 

A panel discussion on boxwood 
questions followed Mr. Woolley's talk; 
members of the panel were Directors 
Lynn Batdorf, Richard Mahone, Tom 
Saunders and Secretary Joan Butler. 
They gave their thoughts on favorite 
boxwood cultivars, transplanting 
(timing, use of anti-desiccants or 
anti-transpirants, use of tree spades. The 
consensus did not recommend tree 
spades.) 

The panel ended at 4:00 p.m. and 
members returned to the Lord Paget Inn 
for the plant auction. Forty-four 
different cultivars were available and 
the bidding was lively. 

Registration packets were loaded 
with agenda, information, and a 
questionnaire regarding plans for next 
year. Each attendee also received a mug 
with an ABS logo and an ABS pen. 

From this welcome to the auction 
finale, President Taylor planned a full 
and enjoyable meeting. 

Joan Butler, Secretary 

Boxwood Workshop: 
Landscape Uses 

The Boxwood Workshop, a 

highlight of the annual meeting of The 
American Boxwood Society, opened 
with a presentation on uses of boxwood 
in the landscape by Mrs. Scot Butler, 
ABS Secretary and owner of Bluemont 
Boxwoods. 

Mrs. Butler stressed that one should 
start with a plan and give boxwood the 
conditions it needs. 

Among the upright growing box
woods consider Buxus sempervirens 
'Fastigiata' or 'Pyramidalis' for a hedge 
or enclosure. Two columnar boxwoods 
are B. sempervirens 'Graham BIandy' 
and 'Dee Runk'. 'Graham Blandy' 
does better if the new tips are pinched 
to give more strength to the stems. 
Otherwise the branches which grow 
upright will tend to flop, especially 
when covered with snow. 

In 'Dee Runk' the side stems are 
more lateral, but short. B. microphylla 
'John Baldwin' is an attractive form 
that at 14 years measured 5' tall and IS" 
across. 

B. sempervirens 'Aureo- variegata' 
likes full sun, butB. semper-virens 
'Elegantissima' is better in shade. 

B. sempervirens 'Vardar Valley' (at 
maturity about 3' high and 7' across) is 
tough and will take sun. 

Among the edging boxwood, B. 
sinica var. insularis 'Nana' does better 
with some shade as does B. microp/zylla 
'Compacta'. The latter sports readily. 
Two of its named sports are 'Curly 
Locks' and 'Helen Whiting' The shape 
of its leaves gives 'Curly Locks' its 
name and it grows more upright. Two 
more edging boxwoods are B. 
microp/zyl/a var.japonica 'Morris 
Dwarf and 'Morris Midget'. 

Much has been said about the 
natural "fragrance" of boxwood. People 
are usually very pro or con on the 
subject, but there is also a sweet 
fragrance at blooming time on some 
types. B. microp/zylla 'Dolan' is an 
example of this. 

For the most part boxwoods do not 
take kindly to wind, so create a wind
break. The soil should be well-drained 
and friable. In February use dolomitic 
limestone pellets to get a better color. 
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Boxwood Identification 

At the ABS workshop, a lecture on 
the history and identification of box
wood was given by Lynn R. Batdorf, 
Registrar of The American Boxwood 
Society and Curator of the Boxwood 
Collection at the U. S. National 
Arboretum, Washington, D. C. 

Boxwood, "man's oldest garden 
ornamental," can be traced back to the 
Egyptians about 4000 B.C. Pollen 
grains and leaf fossils indicate that 
boxwood was growing in England 
about 2000 B.C., but during the 
Pleistocene Age was destroyed and 
re-introduced by the Romans. 

Boxwoods were known to have 
reached a height of 55-65 feet in the 
Caucasus Mountains. The wood was 
brought to Turkey where it was made 
into furniture. 

The first planting in North America 
is believed to have been by Nathaniel 
Sylvester on Long Island in 1652. 

Slides and comments: 

1. B. balearica - 25' tall plant in 
Hillier's Nurseries nursery, a tender 
clone with a pronounced notch 
2. B. balearica - (foliage) largest leaf 
of temperate-zone boxwood 
3. B. balearica - Zone 8; will die 
outside at the U.S. National Arboretum 
4. B. bodinieri - at Kew Gardens, 
outside London, a native of China, 
introduced in 1933 
5. B. colchica - Japan, collected along 
the Bzyb River to Lake Ritsa, Russia -
7' high x 5' across 
6. B. harlandii - vase-shaped; frost 
gives flat-top, tender clone 
7. B. harlandii - tender clone growing 
in Hillier's 
8. B. harlandii - hardy clone, waist 
high, 6' across in 25-30 years 
9. B. harlandii 'Richard' - introduced 
by a Louisiana nursery, a tender clone 
with a pronounced notch 
10. B. hyrcana - a native of Iran 
11. B. microphylla 'Curly Locks' - tall, 
a sport of 'Compacta' 
12. B. microphylla 'Grace Hendrick 
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Phillips' - broad, a sport of 'Compacta' 
13. B. microphylla 'John Baldwin' -
upright, College of William and Mary 
14. B.japonica 'Alba' - herbarium 
specimen 
15. B. microphylla var.japonica - 7 1/2' 
tall x 15-20' across; seedlings can 
destroy parent plant; it also layers 
16. B. microphlla var.japonica 'Na
tional' - at the U. S. National Arbore
tum; 22' high 
17. B. microphylla var.japonica 
'Morris Midget', smallest of the three 
open pollinated seedlings brought to the 
U. S. National Arboretum by Henry 
Skinner from the Morris Arboretum 
(slide above and below) 
18. B. microphylla var.japonica 
'Morris Dwarf' - 35 year old plant 
19. B. sinica var insularis 'Tide Hill' -
30 year old plant, Ben Blackburn found 
this on Long Island 
20. B. sinica var. insularis 'Justin 
Brouwers' - will take sun, 25 year old 
plant 2 1/2' across 
21. B. sempervlrens - variability of 
species, plant at Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew 
22. B. sempervirens 'Angustifolia' -
narrow leaf, 10-12' high 
23. B. sempervirens 'Arborescens' -
plant at Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 
24. B. sempervirens 'Aurea Pendula' -
introduced 1896, Golden Weeping 
Boxwood 
25. B. sempervirens 'Aurea-variegata' -
chimera induced variegation 
26. B. sempervirens 'Bullata' - stem 
round when young 
27. B. sempervirens 'Bullata' - (foliage) 
28. B. sempervirens 'Elegantissima' -
low light situation 
29. B. sempervirens 'Fastigiata' -
Meyer introduced from Europe in 1959, 
12' high 
30. B. sempervirens 'Graham Blandy' -
10' tall, l' across at base, remove half 
new growth to strengthen stems, wind 
with cord in winter 
31. B. sempervirens 'Henry Shaw' -
will take severe climates 
32. B. sempervirens 'Hardwickensis'
good blue, loose, open plant 
33. B. sempervirens 'Ipek' - one of the 

Balkan introductions, bluish 
34. B. sempervirens 'Latifolia Pendula' 
- one of Hillier's introductions 
35. B. sempervirens 'Longifolia' - syn. 
, Angustifolia' 
36. B. sempervirens 'Longifolia' -
foliage, long leaf 
37. B. sempervirens 'Marginata' - good 
variegation 
38. B. sempervirens 'Myrtifolia' -large 
plant 
39. B. sempervirens 'Myrtifolia' -
(foliage), narrow leaf 
40. B. sempervirens 'Pendula' - at 
Hillier's Nursery. Harold Hillier's 
ambition was to have a catalog of all 
the plants in cultivation for his climate 
41. B. sempervirens 'Pendula' - Royal 
Botanic Gardens, Kew 
42. B. sempervirens 'Pyramidalis' - U. 
S. National Arboretum, 'Pyramidalis' 
has wider base than 'Fastigiata' 
43. B. sempervirens 'Prostrata' -
"groundcover" plant, radius of 18', 
introduced 1914 
44. B. sempervirens "Pullman" - plants 
in Mr. Pullman's garden in Chicago 
that proved very hardy 
45. B. sempervirens 'Rosmarinifolia' -
plant with very narrow leaves 
46. B. sempervirens 'Rosmarinifolia' 
herbarium specimen 
47. B. sempervirens 'Salicifolia' -
introduced by Koch in 1872 
48. B. sempervirens 'Salicifolia' 
49. B. sempervirens 'West Ridgeway' -
is quite similar to B. sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa', but keeps green color in 
winter 
50. B. walichiana - 1859 Himalayas, 
insect and disease frcc 
51. B. sempervirens 
52. B. sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' - the 
"dwarf' boxwood; thinning is neces
sary to keep in good health 
53. Mites - attack stressed or older 
leaves 
54. Winter damage - bark damage, 
extreme conditions will slough off 
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Boxwood Auction 

John Boyd and Dale Taylor were assisted by Mrs. 
Ward, as tabulator, and Mr. and Mrs . Butler. 

Some o/the eager boxwood bidders. (Photos: Mrs. Robert L. 
Frackelton) 

The 1993 annual auction was held at 
the Lord Paget Inn on Saturday, May 
22, 1993, at 4:45 p.m. Boxwood offered 
for sale were: 

Buxus 'Green Gem' 
Buxus 'Green Mound' 
Buxus 'Green Mountain' 
Buxus 'Green Velvet' 
Buxus harlandii 
Buxus microphylia 'CompacLa' 
B. microphylla 'Dolan' * 
B. microphylla 'Green Pillow' 
B. microphylla 'John Baldwin' 
B. microphylla 'Jim's Spreader' * 
B. microphylla 'Sunnyside' * 
B. microphylla var. japonica 'Morris 

Dwarf 
B. microphylla var. japonica ' National' 

Buxus sempervirens 'Aristocrat' 
B. sempervirens 'Aureo-variegaLa' 
B. sempervirens /Anderson seedlings/ * 
B. sempervirens 'Belleville' 
B. sempervirens 'Dee Runk' 
B. sempervirens 'Elegantissima' 
B. sempervirens 'FastigiaLa' 
B. sempervirens 'Fortunei 

Rotundifolia' * 
B. sempervirens 'Glauca'* 
B. sempervirens 'Graham Blandy' 
B. sempervirens 'Handsworthii' 
B. sempervirens 'Himalayensis' * 
B. sempervirens ' Krossa-livonia' * 
B. sempervirens 'Latifolia Aurea 

Maculata' * 
B. sempervirens 'Natchez' 
B. sempervirens 'Newport Blue' 
B. sempervirens 'Northern Find' 

Annual Meeting Registrants 

* 
* 

* 
* 
* 
* 
* 
* 

Armstrong, Martha 
Batdorf, Lynn 
Batdorf, Joan (DNA) 
Batdorf, Jessica (DNA) 
Batdorf, Theodore (DNA) 
Bernstein, H. Joshua 
Bogess, Ralph 
Bogess, Lucille 
Boyd, Jr., John 
Boyd, Jr., Mrs. John 
Bridges, Jr., Bartow 
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* Briere, Dr. Russell O. 
* Briere, Lucille 
* Buehler, David 
* BuLler, Joan 
* BuLler, Scot 
* Chamberlin, Kathryn T. 
* Crom, Diane 
* Dykes, Robert 
* Dykes, Hazel 
* Fooks, Charles T. 
* Fooks, Lucille 

B. sempervirens ' Ponteyi ' 
B. sempervirens 'Vardar Valley ' 
B. sempervirens 'Varifolia' 
B. sempervirens 'Welleri' 
Buxus sinica var. insularis 'Justin 

Brouwers' 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Nana ' 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Tall Boy' 
B. sinica var. insularis 'Tide Hill' 

*Invalid or not registered cultivar name 

[Those who contributed plants for this 
auction were: Sheridan Nurseries, 
Canada; Sauders Bros. Nurseries, 
Virginia; Mrs. Charles K. Woltz, 
Charlottesville; Mrs. Scot Butler, 
Winchester; and Mr. Dale T. Taylor, 
Winonah, N. J.] 

* 

* 
* 
* 

Frackelton, Mrs. Robert L. 
Frackelton, Carter 
Frierson, Henry (DNA) 
Frierson, Melinda (DNA) 
Goode, Eleanor 
Goode, William 
Goode, Jr., W. Edward 
Gregory, Bruce M. 
Gregory, Carla 
Hahn, Lee 
Hahn, Millie 
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* Harriman, Sigrid 

* Hoffman, Clifford L. 

* Hoffman, Edna H. 
Hoffman, Daniel C. (WO) 
Jett, David I. (WO) 
Mahone, Richard 
Manners, Edward 
Manners, Helen 
Pearce, Billie 

* Richardson, M.D., Gary 

* Richardson, Mary 

* Rodgers, Olive 

* Saunders, Lyn 

* Saunders, Thomas 
Schenck, Robert E. 
Schenck, Rosanne D. 

* Sexton, Tyra 

* Somerford, Annette 

* Somerford, John Drew 

* Southall, Stephen 
Stankard, Paul J. (Guest) 

* Taylor, Dale T. 

* Taylor, Helen Marie 
Traynham, Dr. Wade L. (WO) 
von Schilling, Jean (WO) 
von Schilling, Franz (WO) 

* Ward, Katherine 

* Weber, Edward J. 

* Weber, Ethel O. 

* Wells, William 

* Woolley, Rollin (Guest) 

* 

DNA 
WO 

Attended Annual Meeting 
and Workshop 
Registered, did not attend 
Workshop only 

Minutes of Spring 
Board Meeting 

The spring meeting of the ABS 
Board of Directors was held on Friday, 
March 19, 1993, at the Sheraton Inn in 
Staunton, Virginia. 

The meeting was called to order at 
3:00 p.m. by President Dale Taylor, 
who thanked Mrs. Ward for arranging 
the meeting at such an attractive 
location. Those in attendance were the 
President; Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton, 
Vice President; Mrs. ScotButler, 
Secretary; Mrs. Katherine D. Ward, 
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Treasurer; Directors Lynn Batdorf, 
Thomas Saunders, Mrs. Tyra Sexton, 
Stephen D. Southall, and Director 
ex-officio Dr. Edward F. Connor, 
Director of the State Arboretum of 
Virginia at Blandy Farm. 

The minutes of the fall Board 
meeting were approved as published in 
The Boxwood Bulletin Vol. 32, No.4, 
p.66. 

Treasurer's Report: The following 
are balances as of March 19, 1993: 
checking account $14,639.94; certifi
cates of deposit $34,523.78, including 
$17,184.19 allocated to special funds, 
such as the Boxwood Handbook, 
Memorial Garden, Research and 
Monograph. The Treasurer's report was 
accepted as presented. The full report is 
available upon request. The Society 
now has about 750 members. 

The Boxwood Bulletin: Mrs. 
Frackelton reported that the April issue 
had been delivered to the printer and 
would be mailed about April 1. Dr. 
Southall was asked to prepare an article 
for The Seasonal Gardener to appear in 
the July Bulletin. 

Buyer's Guide: Mrs. Ward reported 
that the Third Edition is being re
quested frequently. A new edition will 
be needed in 1994. 

Index, Handbook, Monograph: 
Sales of the Index continue to move 
slowly, as anticipated. A new 5- or 
lO-year index will be needed after 1996 
or 2001, respectively. Dr. Southall 
suggested that the index might be more 
useful if available on disk as well as in 
printed form. Mr. Batdorf distributed a 
draft copy of The Boxwood Handbook 
to all Board members, asking for 
comments and noting that the manu
script is in its fourth revision and is 
approaching final form. He discussed 
publication specifications, such as form 
and size. It is expected that the final 
form will have about 80 pages. Photo
graphs will be printed in color in the 
finished publication. The Society has 
funded half the cost of purchasing a 
microscope to take close-up photo
graphs of boxwood pests and leaf 
damage. Mr. Batdorf endorsed the use 

of recycled paper for the Handbook, 
which will add slightly to the total cost. 

After a discussion about how to 
market the Handbook to provide the 
widest distribution, it was agreed to 
print 10,000 copies, which will be sold 
at a price between $10 and $15, 
depending on final production costs. It 
was suggested that plastic shrink-wrap 
be used for the mailing of single copies 
by the Treasurer, and that Mr. Batdorf 
make arrangements for large bulk 
mailings. It is essential to plan for about 
100 complimentary copies and to offer 
discounts to wholesalers. Mrs. 
Frackelton moved to allot im additional 
$500 for Mr. Batrdorf's expenses in 
producing preliminary versions of the 
Handbook, and noted that the Executive 
Committee could be consulted if 
changes were necessary. Mrs Ward 
seconded and the motion was passed 
unanimously. 

Mr. Batdorf spoke of his work with 
the Monograph, suggesting that it 
might appear in the same size and 
format as the Handbook ultimately to 
form a two-volume set, and that future 
issues of the Boxwood Buyer's Guide 
also be changed to appear in the same 
size and format so that all ABS 
publications would have a similar 
appearance and mark of uniformity. 
Numerous revisions of the Monograph 
have required many hours' work to 
accumulate the raw data. In the future it 
may be necessary to visit foreign 
libraries and collections to examine 
herbarium specimens, some of which 
he has already done at his own expense. 
It is expected that sales of this publica
tion would be very small as it is not 
designed as a popular manual, a 
purpose soon to be met with the 
Handbook. Dr. Connor suggested that 
small sections of the Monograph focus 
on associated cultivars and comprise a 
series of articles for the Bulletin. Mr. 
Batdorf suggested that this publication 
should be limited to temperate-climate 
boxwoods. 

After considering several schedules 
for publication, the Board agreed that 
1993 should see completion of the 
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Handbook, with a fourth edition of the 
Buyer's Guide to appear in 1994 at a 
price of $ 1 0, and then work toward 
1997 for completion of the Monograph; 
a further decision will be made about 
the timing of future indexes of The 
Boxwood Bulletin. 

Dr. Southall and Mr. Saunders 
stressed that the Society needs to 
promote the use of boxwood and 
marketing it. Dr. Southall remarked that 
the Monograph might be more valuable 
to growers if it were produced on 
computer disk rather than published as 
a book. It was also noted that a spread
sheet format might offer a more con
venient way to list the characteristics of 
boxwood cultivars in limited space. 

Dr. Connor said that the Society 
needed to determine its direction for the 
future, developing a statement of aims 
and purposes. Mrs. FrackeIton noted 
that one of its goals listed in the 
by-laws was the creation of a collection 
of herbarium specimens, which has 
never been implemented. Dr. Southall 
suggested that the Board might find a 
two-day retreat helpful in crystallizing 
such thoughts into a working plan for 
education (with type plants in the 
Memorial Garden) and for publications 
which would reach more growers and 
landscape architects and demonstrate 
the versatility of boxwood. It might be 
possible to promote more numerous 
displays of cultivars in scattered areas 
other than Virginia. There may be too 
few people to support these ambitious 
plans; members other than those who 
serve on the Board may be willing to 
participate in ABS projects for a 
long-term agenda. 

Research: Mrs. Butler reported that 
Mr. Richard Hawke at the Chicago 
Botanic Garden had written last 
November that the 10 cultivars in the 
evaluation project were growing well 
and that slides would be sent; they have 
not yet been received. Dr. Hendrix at 
the University of Kentucky has not 
reported on the projected stuch of 
mycorrhizal fungi as associated with 
boxwood. 

Gardell Tour. Plans are proceeding 
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well and registration is almost full. 
Thirty-some have registered for the 
two-day tour in Southside Virginia, 
which will cover three counties. To be 
visited on Saturday are Red Hill 
(patrick Henry's home), Mulberry Hill, 
Mrs. Butler's Chase City home, 
MacCallum More, and Black Walnut. 
On Sunday, Berry Hill and Prestwould. 

Allllual Meetillg: President Taylor 
detailed the agenda for the meeting in 
Williamsburg on May 20-21: a work
shop on Friday afternoon, a reception 
and talk Friday evening, garden tours 
Saturday morning, followed in the 
afternoon by the business meeting, 
educational program, and a hands-on 
lecture. Later, a return to Room 157 at 
the Lord Paget for the plant auction. 

Memorial Gardell: After discussion 
of activities to occur this spring, such as 
grading and construction for the new 
amphitheater, Dr. Connor remarked that 
it would be much more economical to 
do the grading required to begin the 
Memorial Garden relocation at the 
same time as the amphitheater grading. 
Mrs. Butler moved that ABS provide up 
to $6,000 for water lines and grading 
for relocation of the Boxwood Memo
rial Garden. Mrs. Ward seconded and 
the motion was passed. 

Dr. Connor said that staff time will 
be used to prepare the new beds, add 
soil amendments and mulch. He 
advised that ABS consult with the 
Friends of the State Arboretum about 
the possibility that they could combine 
with ABS to raise funds for the 
companion plantings needed for the 
Boxwood Garden. ABS might also 
want to sponsor fund-raising for the 
actual planting of the many boxwoods 
which will need to be set in their final 
positions; some of this work may be 
done by the B1andy staff, but ABS 
would hope to participate in planting 
days, as well as determination of where 
each specific cultivar would be placed. 

There was discussion about the 
policy of removing plants at 25 years of 
age; it was agreed that this was only a 
broad guideline, not a hard and fast 
rule. Dwarf plants would probably 

never outgrow their spacing, although 
they might become unthrifty and 
unattractive and would then be candi
dates for replacement. Very large and 
overgrown plants, if they cannot readily 
be moved (at ABS expense) to space on 
Pea Hill or made available for sale or 
auction, then they must be removed. 
Many of the largest plants remaining in 
the original bowl area are probably too 
large to be successfully transplanted. A 
liaison committee was suggested to 
help with maintenance by donating 
labor and volunteer assistance to the 
staff; perhaps help with propagation. 

Nominating Committee: Mr. 
Saunders presented the slate of officers 
and directors for 1993-i994. All officers 
have agreed to continue to serve. The 
slate was unanimously accepted. 

The meeting adjourned at 7:30 p.m. 
following dinner. 

Joan But/er, Secretary 

New Members for 
1992-1993 Year 

Mr. Richard D. Arvin 
Mr. Robert Austin 
Mr. B. Porter Briggs, Jr. 
Peggy Butler 
Mrs. Thomas J. Camp 
Mr. William W. Cannon 
Mr. James L. Carlisle, Jr. 
M/M Morris W. Clements 

Richmond VA 
Gordonsville V A 

Rapidan VA 
Charlestown WV 
Washington DC 

AbingtonMA 
Washington DC 

Spring Grove VA 
Mr. R. Michael Clemmer Paeonian Springs 
VA 
Mrs. Valerie Cole 
James F. Cook, Jr. 
M/M James Crinkley, Jr. 

Gettysburg P A 
Waynesboro, VA 

Colonial Heights VA 
M/M Kevin A. Daigh Glenhead NY 
Mr. Robert Dash Sagaponack NY 
Dawes Arboretum 
George DeGennaro 
Mary Dole 
Mr. P. K. Drake 

NewarkOH 
HighlandMD 

McLean VA 
Cuba NY 

Mr. Richard Dupuis Madison NJ 
Mr. Robert Eggleston Columbia SC 
Mrs. Joseph W. Ferguson Salem V A 
M/M Norman M. Fine Millwood V A 
Ms. Kathryn R. Floyd Jackson NC 
Mr. Edward Goode Richmond VA 
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Grelen Nursery, Inc. 
Bill Grover 
Mrs. Robert K. Hackman 

Orange VA 
Orange VA 

N. Plainfield NJ 
Mrs. Sigrid G. Harriman 

Jas. & S. Harrison 
Mr. Wm. O. Healy, Jr. 
Dr. James W. Hendrix 
M/M Worth M. Hudson 

Fredericksburg V A 
Bellingham W A 

Gloucester V A 
Lexington KY 

Virgilina V A 
Mrs. M. Jeseda Darlington MD 
Mr. William B. Jones Charles Town WV 
Howard Kauffman 
Mr. Earl Laing 
Mrs. Robert A Leigh 
Ms. Darielle Lineham 
Mr. Kevin McCormack 
M/M David G. Miller 
Millicent Moats 

Lancaster P A 
Millington NJ 

Queenstown MD 
Baltimore MD 

Morgantown WV 
Lancaster P A 
Asheville NC 

Mary Louise Moore Winchester V A 
Mr. Stuart Moureau, Jr. Washington CT 
Marcia Murray Castleton V A 
Mrs. Robert C. Newton Middleburg V A 
Betty Nuckols Richmond V A 
Mr. Wyatt C. O'Brien Chase City V A 
Bryan D. O'Neil Virginia Beach V A 
Mr. Thomas H. Patrick, Ir. Greenville SC 
Alan B. Philip Severna Park MD 
Ms. Alice P. Prong East Rochester NY 
Mrs. Miriam Glovier Rabb Tryon NC 
Avis Renshaw Reston VA 
M/M Cary Richardson Annapolis MD 
M. R. Ritchie Ijamsville MD 
Manfred Schickenberg Half Moon Bay CA 
Lee S. Schippen Frederick MD 
M/M Schwartzkopf Arden NC 
Mr. S. L. Shanks Cobbs Creek V A 
Kitty Simpson 
George N. Slater 
Rev. David H. Smith 
Mr. and Mrs. G. H. Stalling 
Mrs. David Stifel 

SummitNI 
Upperville VA 
Lynchburg V A 
Lynchburg V A 
Gloucester VA 

Benny Stinson 
Surry Public Library 
Mr. Donald R. Taylor 
Mr. George R. Thompson 

OppAL 
Surry VA 

NewBernNC 
Marshall VA 

Mr. David G. Tooley Arlington VA 
Dr. & Mrs. Julio Vassalluzzo 

Langhorne PA 
Mrs. Jean Trainer Veach 

Black Mountain NC 
Mrs. Franz Von Schilling 

Ms. Virginia Waddell 
Bonnie Ware 
Edward J. Weber 
Mr. W. T Wells, Jr. 
Dr. Irving Williams 
Larry Williams 
Mr. Geoffrey Willis 
Mr. Raleigh E. Worsham 
Mr. Arthur Wrede 
M/M Jarrell Young 
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Warm Springs VA 
Leesburg VA 
HighlandMD 

Annapolis MD 
Williamsburg V A 

Lewisburg PA 
Walkersville MD 

Dublin Ireland 
Bedford VA 

JoppaMD 
Reidville NC 

New Director Elected 

Mrs. Sigrid Georgii Harriman 

Sigrid Harriman is a 1990 graduate 
of George Washington University's 
Landscape Design program. Between 
1987 and 1990, she actively partici
pated in community volunteer projects 
with the Northern Virginia Master 
Gardeners. Professionally, she has 
designed for a variety of residential and 
institutional clients in Virginia, Mary
land, the District of Columbia, and 
Pennsylvania. Her design projects have 
ranged from small town house and 
residential gardens to large farm and 
estate garden restorations. 

Mrs. Harriman is an associate 
member of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects. Her interest in 
historic preservation and garden 
restoration is reflected in her continuing 
membership in the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation and her member
ships in the Historic Fredericksburg 
Foundation and The American Box
wood Society. A long-time member of 
the American Horticultural Society, she 
chaired the Planning Committee when 
the Society hosted the '1987 Annual 
Meeting of the National Master 
Gardeners Association at their head
quarters in Mount Vernon, Virginia. 
Originally a professional librarian, she 
worked first at the New York Public 

Library and then at the Library of 
Congress. Mrs. Harriman recently 
retired, turning a life-long interest in 
gardens and preservation into a second 
career. Now a resident of Fredericks
burg and Alexandria, she recently 
redesigned the meditation garden at the 
Cancer Center of Virginia, a project 
sponsored by the Woodstock of Aquia 
Garden Club, and is presently restoring 
a large Victorian boxwood country 
garden, circa 1890, in the Northern 
Neck area of Virginia. 

In her design work, Mrs. Harriman 
utilizes period and naturalistic planting 
and construction to maintain and 
reinforce harmony with historic and 
agrarian garden environments. Her 
special interest in the use of many of 
the Buxus species in parks and, to a 
lesser extent, in private gardens dates 
back to her childhood in Germany. 
Therefore, she incorporates Buxus 
cultivars in many of her designs. Her 
gardens also feature native plantings 
which will adapt to the natural condi
tions and require minimal maintenancc. 
Her belief is that appropriate use of 
space will allow a unified imerplay of 
home, garden, and natural surround
ings, creating a garden that can be lived 
in, not just looked at. 

July 1993 



%e Seasona{ q-ardener 
Practical tips/or boxwood enthusiasts/rom Society members 

Tips on summer care of boxwood: 

Check newly planted boxwoods. The summer can 
be a very stressful time for boxwoods planted during 
the spring. Check to determine whether they are 
stressed as indicated by dieback, off-color in the 
foliage, or a crispy feel to the leaves. 

Unfortunately, if any of these conditions exist to a 
great extent the plant may already be terminal. 
Nevertheless, immediate action should be taken. First, 
checking the soil condition will determine whether 
ample moisture is present (see watering below). With 
a stressed plant, err on the side of too much as 
opposed to too little water until plant conditions 
improve. 

Secondly, if the plants have not been thinned, 
plucking may be helpful to reestablish the balance 
between the root system and the foliage. Remove any 
dead wood as this will not produce any new leaves. If 
a branch bends but does not snap, do not remove it 
because it is not dead. Thirdly, shading the plants with 
burlap to protect from the hot mid-day and afternoon 
sun will provide a cooler environment for the plant to 
recover. 

Watering. The water needs of boxwood are a 
function of a number of factors. Sandy soil will not 
hold water as long as clay soil. Plants in the shade will 
not need as much water as those in direct sun. Plants 
which experience reflected heat from walls will need 
more water than those in cooler environments. The 
key point is to water deeply. A soaker hose laid along 
or around plants is an excellent way to water deeply 
and simultaneously conserve water. Alternately, a 
hose laid at the base of a plant to drip for a period of 
time is very satisfactory. Standing and watering by 
hand is not satisfactory because most people do not 
have the patience or time to thoroughly saturate the 
ground. Larger plants need a larger area watered and 
proportionally more water, consequently more time is 

needed for a slow thorough soaking. Watering needs 
are lessened by mUlching. Newly planted boxwoods 
going through their first summer have greater water 
needs since the root system is not completely estab
lished. A soaker hose covered in mulch both conserves 
valuable moisture and provides a pleasing appearance. 

When a boxwood is stressed from lack of water 
there is a considerable time delay before the plant 
actually looks like it is stressed. Therefore, assessing 
water needs on the basis of the appearance of the plant 
is unsatisfactory. The only reliable way to determine 
whether there is sufficient moisture present is to assess 
the moisture condition of the ground around the plant, 
being careful to avoid damaging the roots. 

Cultivation and weed control. Boxwood roots are 
very shallow so digging around the base of plants 
should be avoided. Hand pull grass or weeds when the 
soil is moist in order to minimize soil disturbance. 
Again, mulching is beneficial and an excellent way to 
control weeds. 

Thinning, propagation, and cleaning. The best 
time to thin plants is late winter before new growth, 
but this may still be done during the summer without 
harm. Summer is an excellent time to propagate. This 
may be done anytime after the new growth has 
thoroughly hardened off (about July 1). For a detailed 
description of this topic see The Boxwood Bulletin, 
Vol. 30, No.1, pp. 5-7. Cleaning the inside of plants is 
important in maintaining them in a healthy, disease
free condition because debris which accumulates in 
boxwoods holds moisture. The moisture leads to aerial 
roots and a positive environment for the growth of 
disease. A strong water hose spray directed throughout 
the interior of the plant is usually sufficient to clean 
the plant and summer is an excellent time to perform 
this preventative maintenance. 

Stephen D. Southall 
English Boxwoods of Virginia 



OFFICERS 

President: 
Mr. Dale T. Taylor 
105 S. Princeton Avenue 
VVenonah,~.J.08090 

Office: (609) 468-2070 
First Vice-President: 

Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
1714 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg, Va. 22401 
Home: (703) 373-7975 

Second Vice-President: 
Mrs. Malcolm L. Holekamp 
344 Gray Avenue 
VVebster Groves, Mo. 63119 
Home: (314) 962-0506 

Secretary: 
Mrs. Joan C. Butler 
107 Cottage Drive 
VVinchester, Va. 22603 
Home: (703) 665-5879 

Executive Treasurer: 
Mrs. Katherine D. VVard 
P.O. Box 85, Boyce, Va. 22620 

Registrar: 
Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
(see Directors) 

Editor, The Boxwood Bulletill: 
Mr. John S. McCarthy 
345 Gray Avenue 
VVebster Groves, Mo. 63119 
Home: (314) 962-3458 

Director, Ex-Officio: 
Dr. Edward F. Connor 
Box 175 
Boyce, Va. 22620 
Office (703) 837-1758 

DIRECTORS 

Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
1409 Elm Grove Circle 
Colesville, Md. 20905 
Office: (202) 245-5965 
Home: (301) 236-0140 

Mr. John W. Boyd, Jr. 
Rt. 1, Box 158 
Alton, Va. 24520 
Home: (804) 753-6321 

Mrs. Sigrid G. Harriman 
1730 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg, Va. 22401 
Home: (703) 372-6991 

Mr. Malcolm E. Jamieson 
Berkeley Plantation ~ursery 
615 Mayfair Avenue 
Richmond, Va. 23226-3132 
(804) 285-2080 

Mr. Richard. D. Mahone 
P.O. Box 751 
VVilliamsburg, Va. 23187 
Home: (804) 229-1810 

Mr. Thomas Saunders 
Route 1, Box 26A 
Piney River, Va. 22964 
Office: (804) 277-5455 

Mrs. Tyra Sexton 
207 VVildemess Lane 
Fredericksburg, Va. 22401 
Home: (703) 373-9425 

Dr. Stephen D. Southall 
3912 Faculty Drive 
Lynchburg, Va. 24501 
Home: (804) 385-5312 

(A list ofOfJicers and Directors is published 
at the beginning of eachjiscal year.) 
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