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Mr. Lynn Batdorf points to a group ofB. microphylla var. japonica 'Morris Dwarf' during tour of the National Buxus 
Collection. B. microphylla var. japonica 'Morris Midget' is in the foreground. These plants are from Dr. Henry 
Skinner's 1954 cuttings. See p. 5. (Photo: Steve Zapton) 
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Proceedings of the ABS 38th Annual Meeting 
Talks by Experts Highlighted Friday Morning Session 
Scot Butler 

Mrs. Elizabeth Braimbridge 
spoke about attempts to form a 
National Collection of Buxus in Cuba, 
where there is local enthusiasm for 
rescuing threatened species, but a 
lack of awareness of the importance 
of boxwood elsewhere in the world. 
The need to collect, care for and 
preserve the 21 species so far identi
fied in Cuba has resulted in the 
existence of this collection in the 
Botanic Garden in Havana. The 
plants have proven to be very difficult 
to propagate; cuttings will callus, but 
will not develop roots . The soil is a 
primitive, mineralized mix called 
serpentine rock soil, which contains 
much nickel which is hard on the 
plants. It is hoped that further trips 
can be organized to continue search
ing for additional species. 

Bonnie Appleton, Extension 
Nursery Specialist, spoke about the 
uses of ergonomic tools, designed to 
reduce repetitive motion syndrome 
injuries. As a sufferer of carpal tunnel 
pain, she eloquently demonstrated 
from personal experience the wide
spread problems that workers in the 
nursery industry encounter in their 
daily work. The tools which were 
exhibited gave ABS members a clear 
idea of the many ways in which 
newly-developed shapes and tech
niques can help gardeners avoid 
painful difficulties . 

Mr. Ian Robertson, landscape 
architect from Charlottesville, 
discussed the great need to consider 
organics in order to sustain the vigor 
and friability of soils for optimum 
boxwood growth. The gardener must 
remember the importance of micro
organisms, moisture and the mainte
nance of cool soil temperatures. He 
alluded to the soils on Box Hill in 
England, where box grows wild to 
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Elizabeth Braimbridge of Langley 
Boxwood Nursery, England, whose 
interest in Buxus has led to the 
Cuban Boxwood Project of forming a 
living Buxus collection at the Jardin 
Botanico Nacional, Havana. (Photos: 
Steve Zapton) 

Dr. Bonnie Appleton, Extension 
Nursery Specialist, with John Boyd 
1/1, ABS Director, and her display of 
ergonomic tools. 

enormous height: soils are composed 
of chalk, sand and clay. and some are 
quite acid. When planting boxwood, 
after completing a soil test to deter
mine what micro-nutrients are 
needed, a shallow planting hole needs 
to contain 25% composted manure, 
microbes and air. 

Mr. Dean Norton, Horticulturist 
at Mount Vernon, George Washing
ton's home on the Potomac River in 
Fairfax County. Virginia, traced the 
many years of travail with the 'Suf
fruticosa' plants in the parterre 
gardens in front of the greenhouse or 
'orangery' building. The disease, 
English boxwood decline, has been 
detected in the garden ever since 
1979. Today, in 1998, drastic rem
edies have been adopted. All soil was 
removed from these gardens to a 
depth of two feet; new drainage 
pathways were created under the 
whole area. Soil rich in organic 
matter, mixed with sand and compost, 
has been spread. A plant source in a 
distant area provided new blood for 
this old garden, where small 'Suf-

Name and Address 
Please check your name and 

address on the mailing envel
ope of this copy of the Bulletin 
and send any corrections, in
cluding the extra four digits of 
your Zip code, to Mrs. Robert 
L. Frackelton, 1714 Greenway 
Drive, Fredericksburg, VA 
22401-5209. 

Mark Your Calendar 
The 1999 ABS Annual 

Meeting will be held May 14-
15 in Richmond, Va. 
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fruticosa ' plants have been reset in 
the traditional patterns of fleur-de-lis. 

Mr. Lynn Batdorf, Curator of the 
Boxwood Collection at the US 
National Arboretum, touched on 
many aspects of boxwood culture. 
There are about 97 species of Buxus. 
more of them tropical than temperate; 
of these only about seven are of 
garden importance. China is the 
center of a very large area of box
wood occurrence, including Korea 
and Japan. There are 217 registered 
cultivars . 

In discussing pruning and thinning 
("breaking" or "plucking") Mr. 
Batdorf noted that it is wiser to cut 
stems cleanly with sharp pruners than 
to break the stems by hand: wounds 
from cuts callus over more rapidly 
than breaks . Ideal soils contain 25% 
water. 25% air, with minerals and 
cellulose composing the remainder. 
Shredded hardwood mulch serves to 
inhibit weed growth. It is interesting 
to realize that 75% of root growth for 
boxwood occurs in winter: December, 
January , February and March. Also, 
80% of the roots occur in the top 8-10 
inches of soil. Many soil mixes are 

Ian Robertson. Charlottesville 
landscape architect. following his 
talk on boxwood and how to make 
them happy. 

quite acidic, which can prevent 
micro-nutrients from being available 
to the roots. Phosphorous and magne
sium may be tied up in the soil. The 
pH of the soil must be at least 6; if 
lower, it must be raised by the 
addition of Dolomitic limestone in 
order for roots to benefit from 
nutrients. 

Lynn R. Batdorf(l.) with Wayne Amos. who gave a presentation on the White 
House Gardens following the banquet dinner. 
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Veronique Goblet, Secretary General 
of the EBTS credited the ABS for 
assistance in the formation of her 
organization. 

'Suffruticosa' suffers from a 
disease called Macrophoma which 
often results from overly-thick foliage 
and from stress. Plants must be 
thinned to permit air and sun to 
circulate in the interior, thus creating 
a drier environment inside. "Thin, 
shake and rake" is a good motto to 
follow when caring for 'Suffruticosa' . 

Following the close of the 38th 
Annual Meeting, Countess Veron
ique Goblet d' Alviella recounted the 
steps leading to the formation in 1996 
of the European Boxwood and Top
iary Society (EBTS), of which she is 
the Secretary General. Dr. Mark and 
Mrs. Elizabeth Braimbridge, propri
etors of Langley Box-wood Nursery, 
were early supporters of the idea and 
Dr. Braimbridge is now the Chairman 
of the EBTS. 

Early decisions about its name 
culminated in the present choice, 
since topiary is a very popular form 
of gardening art in the United King
dom and on the Continent. 

Mr. Butler is a Director of the 
American Boxwood Society and a 
former Editor of The Boxwood 
Bulletin. 
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Tour of U.S. National Arboretum 
Visitors Offered Guided Review of National Buxus Collection 

Following lunch, groups followed tour leaders Joan Butler, ABS Secretary, and Buxus curator Lynn Batdorf. 

Tall 'Graham Blandy' has reached Lynn Batdorf displayed three Buxus which must be kept in a greenhouse over 
13' and is about 27 years old. winter: Buxus harlandii 'Richard' (at edge of photo), B. sempervirens 

'Rosmarinifolia' (center) and B. balearica. (Photo: Steve Zapton) 

Buxus harlandii, native to Central and South China. 
(Photos: Decca Frackelton, except as noted.) 
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ForegroundB. 'Green Gem', one of the Sheridan "Green 
Series. " 
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On the left, a weeping, spreading form ofB. sempervirens, which was collected from the wild in Europe, and on the 
right, B. sempervirens 'Prostrata '. (Photo: Steve Zapton) 

A group of young B. sempervirens 'Dee Runk'. 

6 

Half the group followed Lynn R. Batdorf, Boxwood Curator, 
in their tour of the Buxus collection. 
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Annual Meeting Tour Visits Historic Maryland Sites 
Field Notes of a Boxwood Addict 

Scot Butler 

Because of the extensive back
ground coverage in the April 1998 
Boxwood Bulletin of the four planta
tions we visited on Saturday, April 
16, these notes merely record some 
personal observations . A general 
observation is that the boxwood we 
saw, virtually all "English" (Buxus 
sempervirens 'Suffruticosa') was 
unbeli evably old, large and in 
excellent condition-a pleasure to 
behold and smell. 

Perfect weather heightened 
expectations of a fine day ahead as 
six ty-some ABS members and guests 
boarded two chartered buses at 8:30 
a. m. at the Holiday Inn, Calverton, 
Maryland, just outside the capital 
beltway . One bus was prosaically 
marked "American Boxwood Soci
ety" but the other, through some 
impish design , was marked "Addic
tive Boxwood Syndrome." Thinking 
that it might be the more interesting 
of the two, we boarded the "syn
drome" coach. 

Over two hours of driving through 
lush countryside in Prince Georges 
and Calvert Counties, Maryland, 
finally brought us to St. Mary's 
County at the southernmost end of the 
peninsula geographically known as 
Southern Maryland. This peninsula is 
bounded on the east by the Chesa
peake Bay and on the west and south 
by the Potomac River. Because it is 
surrounded by water on three sides, 
the area never developed as a thor
oughfare of commerce or center of 
industry . To this day it retains its 
predominantly agricultural economy, 
preserving in large degree the charac
ter of the Old South. Only in recent 
times has an influx of commuters 
from the greater Washington area as 
well as the establishment of some 
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At Cross Manor a giant Magnolia grandiflora drew everyone's attention to its 
interior, where lower branches had layered, resulting in vigorous off-shoots. 
(Photo: Steve Zapton) 

Exposed trunk showing the age and resilience alB. sempervirens 
'Sujfruticosa '. (Photo: Steve Zapton) 
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At Cross Manor, visitors inspected the interior of a huge 
Rhododendron to see whether it was really just one plant. 
(Photos: Decca Frackelton, except as noted) 

A tremendous, healthy hedge ofB. sempervirens 'Suffru
ticosa' borders one side of the garden at Cross Manor. 

military bases impacted on the old 
pattern of life. On the plantations we 
visited modernity had not disturbed 
the scene and the huge age-old 
boxwood reinforced the impression 
of timelessness and tranquillity . The 
manor houses themselves, built in 
early times on the banks of bays, 
coves and tidal creeks to facilitate 
transportation by water, basked 
serenely in sure command of their 
centuries-old domains . 

A slight adjustment in the itiner
ary took us first to Cross Manor, 
where we were overwhelmed not 
only by the size and pungent odor of 
mountains of boxwood but also by 
enormous specimens of trees and 
shrubs, most notably crape myrtle 
(Lagerstroemia indica) and southern 
magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora). 
One magnolia whose lower branches 
had long ago layered in the ground 
was surrounded by new trunks. It was 
possible to walk inside this bower of 
magnolias and marvel at the size and 
vigor of the offshoots which created 
the impression from outside of one 
giant monolithic magnolia tree. 

The farm manager was on hand 
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At Woodlawn, an arch opens through a massive hedge ofBuxus sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa', which probably began as walk edgings. 

and pointed out a few places in the 
otherwise dense masses of boxwood 
which had been broken by falling tree 
branches as the result of storm 
damage. These places had been neatly 

cleaned out and new growth was 
filling in the holes. The manager 
credited the successful cleanup and 
recovery in large part to the supervi
sion and participation of ABS 
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Inside the arched 'Suffruticosa', ABS members pause to 
admire the aged trunks. 

At Woodlawn, a pair ofB. sempervirens 'Vardar Valley' 
flank the building behind Dr. Henry Frierson and other 
ABS visitors. 

At Woodlawn, a threesome admired the handsome pair ofBuxus harlandii. 
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registrar and curator of the boxwood 
collection at the U.S . National 
Arboretum, Lynn Batdorf. Boxwood 
maintenance at Cross Manor was 
exceptionally good; no signs of 
damage from pests or disease were 
visible in spite of the large quantities 
of boxwood requiring care. 

Moving on to Woodlawn we were 
treated to refreshing iced lemonade 
under the shade of some towering 
trees on the manicured grounds. The 
owners were on hand to welcome us 
and answer questions about the 
plantation . 

The architecture of the house at 
Woodlawn is typical of Southern 
Maryland: brick ends laid in the 
Flemish bond pattern (alternating 
headers and stretchers) and double 
chimney stacks with pent (small 
chamber) between them. The front 
and back facades of the house are 
finished with beaded clapboard. 
providing a pleasing contrast with the 
brick ends. 

A recently reopened arch in the 
massive "English" boxwood on the 
land side of the house affords a 
diversion for those who choose to 
walk the length of this "tunnel" but 
one must walk through it in both 
directions to avoid bad luck. Also of 
great interest is an old planting of 
English boxwood. possibly once a 
maze. which is transected by an allee 
of "American" boxwood that once 
probably served as a crosswalk. The 
unusual design of this garden evoked 
considerable speculation. 

The owner of Mulberry Fields. 
one of the "great" houses of Southern 
Maryland, greeted us with recollec
tions of her many years there and the 
changes that took place in various 
periods of its history. On the land side 
the main house is flanked by two 
brick dependencies set at right angles 
so that they create a forecourt. Of 
particular interest is the construction 
of the house in all-header bond, that 
is, so that the brick pattern shows 
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Scot Butler heads for the lower terraces at Mulberry Fields on the "water" 
front. (Photo: Steve Zapton) 

At Mulberry Fields. the flowing plants ofB. sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' seem 
to go onforever. (Photo: Steve Zapton) 

only the ends of bricks. To our 
knowledge there were only a handful 
of houses built in this manner in the 
later half of the eighteenth century. 
Some were attributed to joinerl 
architect William Buckland who 

worked mainly in Northern Virginia 
and the Annapolis area of Maryland. 
Because Mulberry Fields was built in 
the same period as these other houses 
it is possible that Buckland may have 
had a hand in the construction 
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Massive plants ofB. sempervirens, truly "tree boxwood, " open from the 
manor house at Mulberry Fields into the garden with interesting old-fashioned 
shrubs bordering the walk. 

Sotterley is surrounded by a lawn shaded by ancient trees. (Photo: Steve 
Zapton) 

although we were told that the 
architect and builder are not recorded. 
One of the wonders of Mulberry 
Fields is the distant vista from the 
house, atop a hill, to Breton Bay and 
the Potomac River. The initial part of 
the vista cuts through mounds of 
massive old "English" boxwood 
planted on descending embankments 
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(falls). As at the other plantations we 
visited there was much to see on the 
grounds in the way of majestic old 
trees. 

Our last call was Sotterley 
Plantation, where we enjoyed box 
lunches in a pavilion set up so as to 
afford a view of the Patuxent River in 
the distance. Unlike the previous 

Mrs. Jansson, owner, shares her 
knowledge of the history of Mulberry 
Fields. 

privately-owned plantations that we 
visited, Sotterley is open to the public 
on a fixed schedule under the aus
pices of the Sotterley Mansion 
Foundation. Interest at Sotterley 
focused on the early manor house but 
a self-guided tour of the plantation 
grounds was also offered. Because 
only one-third of our group at a time 
could be accommodated on the 
conducted tour of the house, dating 
from 1717, all of us had an opportu
nity to investigate such interesting 
plantation dependencies as the 
customs warehouse, the smoke house, 
the com crib and the sole surviving 
slave quarters. 

The quaint manor house reflects 
changes and additions made by the 
several families that occupied it over 
the course of some 230 years. The 
house is famed for some of its interior 
woodwork, especially a Chinese . 
Chippendale staircase and two shell 
alcoves executed by an indentured 
servant. Sotterley was a fitting finale 
to a superb ABS tour. 

All felt deeply indebted to Lynn 
Batdorf for organizing this outstand
ing field trip and arranging for us to 
visit privately-owned plantations not 
otherwise open for public inspection. 
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The brick wall which marks the boundary of Sotterley' s garden overlooks fields and woods leading to the Patuxent 
River. Peonies bloom profusely at the base of the wall. 

Sotterley's perennial gardens bloom happily in the sun A summer house graces part of the Sotterley garden. 
while the house is nestled in a tree-shaded lawn. A pair of 
evergreen "urns " mark an entrance. 
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Annual Boxwood Auction Held at Annual Meeting 
Following talks at the U.S. 

National Arboretum, ABS registrants 
reassembled at the Holiday Inn, 
Calverton, Md., for the very popular 
annual auction. Spirited bidding 
resulted in one of the most successful 
to date. 

Plants auctioned were: 

'AUREA PENDULA' (B. semper
virens) Variegated cascading or 
weeping large boxwood with 
leaves marked by unusual cres
cents of yellow dividing the leaf 
surface lengthwise, as well as 
splashes and blotches of yellow. 
Known in 1896. 

'AUREO-VARIEGATA (B. semper
virens) Variegated leaves, brilliant 
yellow as new foliage opens in 
spring, gradually darkening during 
the season. Large mature size. 

'BECKENS' (B. sempervirens) A 
cultivar listed some years ago by 
Tingle Nursery on the Eastern 
Shore of Maryland. 

'COMPACTA' (B. microphylla) 
Very slow-growing plant selected 
as a seedling in 1912 by William 
Appleby of Baltimore, Maryland. 
Registered in 1948 and marketed 
by Henry Hohman of Kingsville 
Nurseries. Sometimes called 
'Kingsville Dwarf'. (Must be 
grown in shade to keep dark green 
color.) 

Sport provided by Charles Fooks 
'CURLY LOCKS' (B. microphylla) 

A sport of 'Compacta' which 
originated in "1942 and was 
registered by Kingsville Nurseries. 
Much more vigorous with larger 
ultimate size that its parent 
'Compacta' . 

'DEE RUNK' (B. sempervirens) A 
tall narrow columnar plant, but 
with soft, loose foliage. 

'ELEGANTISSIMA' (B. semper
virens) Known.in Europe in the 
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1860s. One of the best variegated 
boxwoods, with no reversion to 
green. 

'FASTIGIATA' (B. sempervirens) 
Registered in 1959. An erect form 
with very dark green glossy 
leaves. Can grow to 15 feet tall. 

'GRACE HENDRICK PHILLIPS' 
(B. microphylla) A sport of 
'Compacta' registered in 1967. 
For best color, locate in shade. A 
superb dwarf box. 

'GRAHAM BLANDY' (B. semper
virens) Has been growing at the 
State Arboretum of Virginia since 
1940s. Its origin is unknown. 
Unusual tight columnar form, very 
narrow. New spring growth will 
droop from its own weight, aI1d 
should be shortened by about 1/3 
to maintain the close, dense 
appearance. 

'NANA' (B. sinica var. insularis 
[Dwarf Korean]), a spreading 
plant of willowy or cascading 
habit, broader than high, seldom 
more than 18" tall. In a shady 
location it is very attractive. 

'JUSTIN BROUWERS' (B. sinica 
var. insularis [Korean]), a seedling 
selected by J. B. Brouwers, a 
nurseryman in Williamsburg, 
Virginia. Maintains dark green 
color even in full sun. Has small 
leaves, dense habit to form a slow
growing mounded plant to about 
30" in height. An elegant plant for 
many uses. 

'LATIFOLIA MARGINATA' (B. 
sempervirens) Registered in 1925. 
Variegation around the edges of 
the leaves. A broad mound with 
loose open haqit. Some leaves 
appear distorted in shape by the 
variegation. 

'MORRIS DWARF' (B. microphylla 
var.japonica) An open-pollinated 
Japanese box seedling selected by 
Dr. Henry Skinner at the Morris 

Arboretum in Philadelphia in 
1947. It is a small boxwood with 
dense and twiggy branches. A 40-
year-old plant is 3' high by 41f2' 
wide. Registered in 1972. 

'MORRIS MIDGET' (B. microphylla 
var.japonica) Another of Dr. 
Skinner's seedlings, which grows 
very slowly to form a compact 
mound. Prefers dappled shade in 
order to avoid winter bronzing. 

'NEWPORT BLUE' (B. semper
virens) A cold-hardy boxwood 
with a pronounced bluish cast to 
the foliage color. 

'PENDULA' (B. sempervirens) 
Known by 1869. A broad spread
ing weeping form. 

IROUTE 501 (B. sempervirens) A 
sturdy plant described by Charles 
Fooks. 

'STE. GENEVIEVE' (B. semper
virens) A cold-tolerant sturdy 
plant tested and approved by the 
Boxwood Society of the Midwest 
in St. Louis, Missouri. 

The ABS Board 
Offers Thanks 

• to all those who donated 
plants for the Annual 
Auction 

• to Charles Fooks of 
Woodland Nursery, who 
donated gift plants of Buxus 
microphylla var.japonica 
'Morris Midget' to all those 
attending the Annual 
Meeting. 
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Auction Action 

Auctioneer par excellence John W. Boyd III promoted the lively bidding at the 
Annual Plant Auction to benefit ABS educational projects. (Photo: Steve 
Zapton) 

Annual Meeting Registration List 
Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf, Colesville, Md. 
Olga M. Belchyk, McLean, Va. 
Mr. John W. Boyd, III, Roanoke, Va. 
Dr. Mark Braimbridge, England, 

European Boxwood and Topiary 
Society 

Mrs. Scot Butler, Winchester, Va. 
Mr. Scot Butler, Winchester, Va. 
Mr. Walter Carell, Millington, N.J . 
Alexandra Carell, Millington, N.J. 
Mr. Jerry Dalton, Germantown, Ohio 
Alice C. Daniels, Alexandria, Va. 
J.H. Demyttenaere, Round Hill, Va. 
Jean Demyttenaere, Round Hill , Va. 
Mrs. V. S. Eley, Spring Grove, Va. 
Joan Erickson, Germantown, Ohio 
Mr. Charles T. Fooks, Sr., Salisbury 

Md. 
Lucille Fooks, Salisbury, Md. 
Mrs. R. L. Frackelton, 
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Fredericksburg, Va. 
Carter Frackelton, Fredericksburg, Va. 
Dr. Henry F. Frierson, Jr., 

Charlottesville, Va. 
Melinda Frierson, Charlottesville, Va. 
Ellen Frierson, Charlottesville, Va. 
Mr. Lewis Gaskin, Laurel Springs, 

N.C. 
Patricia Gaskin, Laurel Springs, N.C. 
Mr. K. Lee Hahn, Califon, N.J. 
Mildred Hahn, Califon, N.J. 
Holly Hamilton, Bethesda, Md. 
Mr. Clifford L. Hoffman, Flemington, 

N.J . 
Mr. Malcolm Holekamp, Port Huron, 

Mich. 
Mary Holekamp, Port Huron, Mich. 
Janis Houck, U.S. National Arboretum 
Dr. Edward Kelly, Baltimore, Md. 
Patricia Kelly, Baltimore, Md. 

Jean Kirby, Centreville, Md. 
Oslyn Lewis, Toronto, Canada 
Mr. Donald Nilson, Oxford, Pa. 
Mr. Mark Paul, Newport Ky . 
Mrs. L. C. Powell , Alexandria, Va. 
Barbara Rankin, Springfield, Va. 
Dr. Gary Richardson, Annapolis , Md. 
Mary Richardson, Annapolis , Md. 
Mr. James Saunders, Piney River, Va. 
Mr. Lowry Saunders, Manassas, Va. 
Mr. Thomas Saunders, Piney River, 

Va. 
Mr. Paul Saunders, Piney River, Va. 
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Dating Ancient "English" Boxwoods 

William Meyer, Horticulturist at 
Gunston Hall Plantation, sent the 
following article on the dating of their 
Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa': 

The massive "English" boxwood 
bushes which line the central allee of 
the formal garden at Gunston Hall in 
Mason Neck, Virginia, have long 
been assumed to be original plantings 
of George Mason, who built the estate 
in 1757 and lived there until his death 
in 1792. The huge trunks and large 
height and spread of the bushes 
clearly bespeak their great age. 
However, definitive proof of their 
eighteenth-century origin had never 
been documented. Accounts of the 
property from the late nineteenth 
century often include the boxwood as 
a prominent feature of the landscape. 
They were already extraordinarily 
large at that time. Yet the best 
description of the property as it 
appeared in the eighteenth century 
(from the recollections of George 
Mason's son, John) skips over the 
topic of plant varieties in the garden. 
He makes no mention of English 
boxwood. 

Absent in the human record of 
Gunston Hall's eighteenth-century 
history, the age of the boxwood could 
only be verified by checking their 
own internal records: their growth 
rings. Cutting down a live specimen 
was out of the question. However, 
two old bushes, which had recently 
been in decline died last season. The 
lower portion of both trunks were 
sent to two different tree ring labs: 
one in Blacksburg, Virginia, and the 
other at Columbia University. 

The boxwood growth rings proved 
very difficult to r~ad. English box is 
extremely slow-growing, compress
ing its rings into a very small area. 
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Neither trunk sent away for analysis 
was thicker than ten inches in diam
eter. A second complicating factor· 
was the presence of what are called 
micro-rings. Micro-rings appear 
faintly, irregularly and incompletely 
between stronger rings. Sometimes 
they indicate an extremely stressful 
growing season in the tree's history, 
during which it was incapable of 
putting on a full ring's worth of 
growth. They can also indicate the 
opposite case; when a tree grows so 
vigorously as to put on a second, 
weaker flush of growth after its 
regular spurt in the spring. These 
complicating factors made getting a 
conclusive age established for the 
boxwood difficult. 

Both teams reported on their 
findings last month. An informal, 
preliminary report from the 
Blacksburg lab showed that the 
boxwood was certainly over 200 
years old, and possibly 220 or 230 
years old. The Columbia team 
counted the rings of their specimen 
four times with the following results: 
213 years, 237 years, 242 years and 
247 years. Taking a conservative 
estimate from those counts. Columbia 
suggested an age of 220 to 230 years. 

With both labs separately arriving 
at roughly the same conclusion, it 
seems fair to date the English box
wood in the garden back to 1770, ten 
years after George Mason had 
finished building his house and six 
years before the signing of the 
Declaration of Independence. Al
though these results probably come as 
little surprise to those who have 
always believed in the eighteenth
century provenance of the boxwood, 
it is exciting to have conclusive proof 
of their rarity and historical impor
tance. English boxwood played a key 

role in our garden history a!1d few, if 
any, sites in the United States can 
claim a more impressive stand of this 
venerable species. 

Plants Lost 

Dr. Richard Hawke, Plant Evalua
tion Coordinator at the Chicago 
Botanic Garden, wrote that the 
unusual winter and spring resulted in 
the loss of some traditionally hardy 
boxwood plants and the survival of 
some usually less hardy. He expects 
to send a report later in the summer. 

Renewal Reminder 
If you have not renewed 

your membership for 1998-
1999, you will not receive the 
next issue of The Boxwood 
Bulletin. Renewal notices were 
mailed in June 1998. Please 
mail checks to ABS Treasurer 
Mrs. K. D. Ward, 134 Method
ist Church Lane, West Augusta. 
VA 24485-2053. 

Correction 
The Volume Number on the 

cover of the April 1998 issue 
was incorrect. It should have 
read "Volume 37." 

Buyer's Guide 
Anyone selling named 

boxwood who would like to be 
listed as a source in the next 
edition of the Boxwood Buyer's 
Guide, please write to Mrs. 
Robert Frackelton, 1714 Green
way Drive. Fredericksburg, V A 
22401-5209 for a List Form. 
There is no charge for listing. 
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Birds Like Boxwood 

Steve Zapton reports from Port 
Republic, Va.: 

One of our unidentified boxwoods, 
Buxus sempervirens, becomes the 
yearly home to a pair of robins. For 
the last three years a robin's nest, 
with baby chicks included, has 
appeared in this specific boxwood 
located in a secluded area of our 
garden. The boxwood shown here is 7 
ft. tall and the nest is 3 ft. from the 
ground. Robins, too, have good taste. 

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

Minutes of the May 14, 1998, Board Meeting 

The spring meeting of the ABS 
Governing Board was held on Thurs
day, May 14, 1998 at 8 p.m. at the 
Holiday Inn, Calverton, Maryland, 
headquarters for the 1998 Annual 
Meeting. Those attending were 
President Stephen D. Southall, 1 st Vice 
President ThOipas Saunders, 2nd Vice 
President Mrs. Mary Holekamp, 
Executive Treasurer Mrs. Katherine D. 
Ward, Secretary Mrs. Joan Butler, 
Registrar Lynn R. Batdorf and Direc
tors John W. Boyd ill, Scot Butler, 
Charles Fooks, Mrs. Robert L. Frack
elton, Dr. Henry Frierson, Clyde 
Weber and Steven Zapton. 

The meeting was called to order at 
8 p.m. by Vice President Saunders, 
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who later turned the meeting over to 
President Southall. The minutes of 
the winter Board meeting on January 
16, 1998, were approved as published 
in The Boxwood Bulletin Vol.37, 
No.4, p.78-79. The April 1998 
Treasurer's Report was accepted 
showing balances in the checking 
account of $2,348.10 and in the 
certificate of deposit of $15,549.04. A 
report of amounts allotted to the 
Special Funds was also presented. 

A budget for 1998-1999 of 
$17,000, similar to that for 1997-
1998, was discussed, noting the need 
for increased funding for a new 
edition of the Buyer's Guide, and to 
purchase a membership list from 

American Nurseryman to be used to 
mail a questionnaire to nurseries 
soliciting their catalogs of Buxus 
plants. Mrs. Ward and Mrs. 
Frackelton will work on the project. 

Committee Reports: 
The Boxwood BuUetin and 

Membership. Mrs. Frackelton 
reported a membership of 600 regular 
and 65 life members. For The Bulletin 
it is hoped that an article on the 
boxwood leaf miner research will 
soon be available from Gabe 
d'Eustachio, as well as articles by Mr. 
Batdorf and Mr. Dan Moses at the 
Missouri Botanical Garden. 

Registrar. In July in Edinburgh, 
Scotland, Mr. Batdorf will present a 
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paper at the Symposium on Nomen
clature of Cultivated Plants organized 
by the International Society for 
Horticultural Science. At the ABS 
Annual Meeting there will be a fine 
display of artifacts made of boxwood 
loaned by the Smithsonian Institution. 

Annual Meeting Sites. Mrs. Ward 
is making plans to hold the 1999 
Meeting in Richmond, Virginia, on 
May 14 and 15, visiting the Lewis 
Ginter and Maymont gardens. For the 
Meeting in 2000, interest was ex
pressed in going to Raleigh, North 
Carolina, to the N.C. State Arbore
tum, or to the Roanoke, Virginia, 
area, with help from John Boyd III. It 
is planned that the Meeting in 2001 
will return to Blandy Farm, the State 
Arboretum of Virginia, for the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of ABS. 

Memorial Garden and Re
search. Mrs. Butler reported on the 
fine appearance of the plants in the 
Garden after a mild winter and 
copious spring rainfall. Discussion 
fo\1owed on a proposal from Prof. 
Egon Kohler, German taxonomist and 
explorer for tropical Buxus species, 
for a graduate student to undertake 
DNA analyses on boxwood to see 

whether differentiation and identifica
tion could be scientifically proven. It 
was noted that no preliminary data had 
been furnished, nor any indication that 
the suggested techniques would work. 
Dr. Frierson agreed to write to Dr. 
Kohler expressing the Board's strong 
interest in the proposal and willing
ness to provide some small amount of 
financing to cover the reagents needed 
to begin the experiments. 

Nominating Committee. Mr. 
Zapton, Chairman, read the proposed 
slate: 
Officers for 1998-1999: 

President: Thomas Saunders 
1 st Vice President: 

Charles Fooks 
2nd Vice President (new): 

Daniel Moses (Missouri 
Botanical Garden) 

Executive Treasurer: 
Mrs. Katherine D. Ward 

Secretary: 
Mrs. Sigrid Harriman 

Directors completing I-year term in 
1999: 

Ian Robertson (new; unex-
pired term of Charles Fooks) 

James Saunders (new; unex
pired term of Sigrid Harriman) 

Directors; 3-year terms ending 
2001: 

John W. Boyd III 
Richard D. Mahone 
Steve Zapton 

Directors now serving: 
Clyde Weber (completing term 

in 1999) 
Scot Butler (completing term in 

20(0) 
Mrs. Robert Frackelton 

(completing term in 2(00) 
Dr. Henry Frierson (completing 

term in 20(0) 
Dr. Maury Hanson and Mr James 

Gallagher served on the Nominating 
Committee with Mr. Zapton. 

Dr. Southall stated that he has 
included some boxwood information 
about the American Boxwood Society 
and the Boxwood Handbook on his 
own internet home page (englishbox
woods.com) 

The next Board meeting was 
scheduled for Friday, September 25, 
1998, at the Holiday Inn on Interstate 
64 at the Skyline Drive intersection. 

The meeting adjourned at 10 p.m. 

Joan Butler 
Secretary 

Minutes of the 38th ABS Annual Meeting, May 15, 1998 

The 38th Annual Meeting of the 
American Boxwood Society was held 
on Friday, May 15, 1998 at the U.S . 
National Arboretum in Washington, 
D.C. Dr. Elias, Director of the 
Arboretum, welcomed Society 
members and touched on his own 
earlier contact in Russia with Buxus 
colchica, an interesting sidelight to 
hi s career. The business meeting was 
ca\1ed to order by Dr. Stephen D. 
Southall , President. Members who 
had come from some distance 
(England, Canada, California) were 
welcomed, and thanks were expressed 
to Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf for planning 
the stimulating program and to Mr. 
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Charles Fooks and Woodland Nurs
ery for generously providing plants of 
Buxus microphylla var. japonica 
'Morris Midget' for each participant. 

The minutes of the 37th Annual 
Meeting on May 16, 1997 at Blandy 
Farm, Boyce, Virginia, were ap
proved as published in The Boxwood 
Bulletin, Vo\.37, No.1, pp.17-19. (For 
the Treasurer's report see Minutes of 
May 14 Board meeting.) 

Committee Reports: 
Registrar. Mr. Batdorf noted that 

no additional cultivars have been 
registered. As Registrar, he will travel 
to Edinburgh, Scotland, in July to 
present a paper at a Symposium on 

Dr. Thomas Elias, USNA Director, 
gave welcoming address to ABS 
registrants. (Photo: Steve Zapton) 
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the Nomenclature of Cultivated 
Plants organized by the International 
Society for Horticultural Sciences . He 
drew members ' attention to a fine 
display of artifacts made of boxwood, 
loaned by the Smithsonian Institution. 

Memorial Garden and Re
search. Mrs. Butler reported on the 
fine appearance of the boxwood 
plants in the ABS Memorial Garden 
after a mild winter and a very rainy 
spring. ABS research projects 
continue with cultivar testing and 
evaluation at the Chicago Botanic 
Garden and with collection and 
preservation of unique species of 
Buxus in Cuba. Mrs. Elizabeth 
Braimbridge discussed this project 
later in the morning. 

Nominating Committee. Mr. 
Zapton presented the slate of Officers 
and Directors. 

Officers for 1998-1999: 

An Appreciation ... 

The Governing Board of The 
American Boxwood Society wishes 
to extend special thanks and recogni
tion to our retiring Secretary, Joan C. 
Butler. 

A member of record since 1971, 
she has served in many capacities 
within and outside the Society . She 
has been ever ready to share her 
knowledge and observations on 
boxwood. In addition to individual 
consultation, she has spoken to many 
Garden Clubs for The American 
Boxwood Society. She has exhibited 
and promoted boxwood at horticul
tural shows and fairs . 

Her Bluemont Nursery is testi
mony to her love of boxwood and un
usual cultivars. It has been a source 
for the ABS Memorial Garden at 
Blandy through her generous dona
tions. 

From October 1982 to April 1987, 
she and her husband, Scot, edited The 
Boxwood BuLLetin. This was a most 
labor intensive task of cut and glue 

18 

President: Thomas Saunders 
I st Vice President: 

Charles Fooks 
2nd Vice President: Daniel 

Moses (Missouri Botanical 
Garden) 

Secretary: Mrs . Sigrid Harriman 
Executive Treasurer: Mrs. 

Katherine D. Ward 
Directors (term expiring 1999): 

Ian Robertson (replacing 
Charles Fooks) 

James Saunders (Replacing 
Sigrid Harriman) 

Directors (term expiring 2001): 
John W. Boyd III 
Richard D. Mahone 
Steven Zapton 

There were no nominations from 
the floor. The slate of Officers and 
Directors as presented was unani
mously elected. 

Other Directors serving are Clyde 

before the computer age. She has 
continued to assist in proof-reading, 
not only for the Bulletin, but also for 
other ABS publications. 

She has been active on the ABS 
Memorial Garden Committee, work
ing with Tom Ewert, then Director of 
Blandy, producing a map and guide to 
the Memorial Garden (old location). 

Weber (term expires 1999) and Scot 
Butler, Mrs. Robert Frackelton, and 
Dr. Henry Frierson (whose terms 
expire in 2000). 

Dr. Maury Hansen and Mr. James 
Gallagher served on the Nominating 
Committee. 
Special Board Meeting 

Immediately after the close of the 
Annual Meeting, a brief special 
meeting of the Governing Board was 
called to elect a Board member to 
serve on the Executive Committee 
with the President, I st Vice President, 
Secretary, and Executive Treasurer. 
Dr. Henry Frierson was named to this 
position. The Executive Committee 
will name the Nominating Committee 
for 1999. Two non-Board members 
will serve with one Board member. 

Joan Butler 
Secretary 

She followed "Swede" Larson as 
Chairman of that committee. As 
liaison for the ABS, she worked with 
Dr. Edward Conner, Director of 
Blandy, and Nancy Takahashi, 
Landscape Architect, in the relocation 
of the boxwood into the new garden . 

Joan also took up the reins of 
Chairman of the Research Committee 
upon the retirement of Bill Gray . 

From May 1982 to May 1998, she 
served as Secretary, not only taking 
minutes throughout lengthy discus
sions, but also replying to many 
requests for information on box wood 
care and identification. Blandy staff 
regularly referred boxwood inquiries 
to her. She kept the Board informed 
of meetings, agendas and changes. 
Always gracious in manner, even 
when correcting an error, she will be 
missed by the entire Board. 

Although she is due a rest, we 
hope that in her retirement she will 
continue to serve the ABS in other 
capacities. 
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Walter S. Flory, Jr. 1907-1998 

Honorary Life Member, Co-founder, The American Boxwood Society 
Treasurer, ABS 1961-1963 

Editor, The Boxwood Bulletin 1962-1963 
ABS Director 1982-1989 

Walter S. Flory, Jr., was born in Bridgewater, 
Virginia, on October 5, 1907. He graduated from 
Bridgewater College in 1928 as an honor student. 

From 1928-1931 he was a Research Fellow at 
Biandy, working under Dr. Orland E. White, Blandy's 
first director. His thesis was in zoology for his 
Master's degree in 1929 and in plant genetics in 1931 
for his Ph.D. At 23 he was one of the youngest ever to 
receive a Ph.D. at the University of Virginia. 1935 
and 1936 were post-doctoral years as a National 
Research Fellow in Biological Sciences at the Arnold 
Arboretum and Harvard University . His major was in 
botany and plant cytogenetics. 

After a varied career including Horticulturist at 
VPI Experiment Station (1944-47), where he did 
some important work in developing new peach 
varieties, he returned to Blandy in 1947 as Professor 
of Experimental Horticulture at the UV a, as well as 
Vice-Director and Farm Manager. 

In 1949 he received the J. Shelton Horsley Re
search Award, presented by the Virginia Academy of 
Science, and in 1950, the President and Visitors 
Research Prize from the University of Virginia. In 
1955, he became Curator of the newly-named Orland 
E. White Arboretum, established by Dr. White and 
named for him upon his retirement. In 1956 Bridge
water College named him their Alumnus of the Year 

and conferred upon him an honorary Doctorate of 
Science. 

He produced a tall boxwood from the small Korean 
dwarf boxwood, using the radiation source at Biandy. 

With Churchill Newcomb, Walter Flory is credited 
with founding the ABS, where he served as Treasurer 
and Editor of The Boxwood Bulletin. 

In 1963, Dr. Flory was appointed Babcock Pro
fessor of Botany at Wake Forest, where he served 
simultaneously as Director of Reynolda Gardens 1964-
1976. 

His move to Wake Forest left three positions 
vacant: ABS Treasurer, Editor of The Boxwood 
Bulletin and Curator of the Orland E. White Arbore
tum. After receiving news of his move, the Executive 
Board of The American Boxwood Society elected him 
an Honorary Life Member. 

Dr. Flory remained a member of the ABS Advisory 
Board after moving. He served as a Director from 
1982-1989. 

Among a 1964 listing of his many activities was 
membership in 18 scientific societies, most of which 
he served in some official capacity. 

Upon his retirement in 1980, he was named 
Professor Emeritus at Wake Forest, a fitting recogni
tion of the distinguished career of a fine scholar and 
gentleman. 

{Most of this information was obtainedfrom an article in The Boxwood Bulletin, Vol.3, No.3, January 1964.J 
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Piney River, Va. 22964 
Office: (804) 277-5455 

J/ First Vice-President: 
Mr. Charles T. Fooks 
311 06 Johnson Road 
Salisbury, Md. 21804 
(410) 749-5075 

Second Vice-President: 
Mr. Daniel Moses 
2007 Alfred Ave. 1 FN 
St. Louis, Mo. 63110 
Home: (314) 771-7829 
Office: (314) 577-9417 

,/ Secretary: 
Mrs. Sigrid G. Harriman 
1730 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg, Va. 22401-5209 
Home: (540) 372-6991 

v Executive Treasurer: 
Mrs. Katherine D. Ward 
134 Methodist Church Lane 
West Augusta, Va. 24485-2053 
(540) 939-4646 

vRegistrar: 
Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
U.S. National Arboretum 
3501 New York Ave. NE 
Washington, D.C. 20002-1958 
Office: (202) 245-5965 
FAX: (202) 245-4575 
E-mail: nalb@ars.grin.gov 

Editor, The Boxwood Bulletin: 
Mr. John S. McCarthy 
345 Gray A venue 
St. Louis, Mo. 63119-3649 
HomelFAX: (314) 962-3458 

Director, Ex-Officio: 
Dr. Michael Bowers 
Route 2 Box 210 
Boyce, Va. 22620 
Office (540) 837-1758 

Mr. John W. Boyd III 
2612 Churchill Drive 
Roanoke, Va. 24012-2126 
(540) 362-0064 

Mr. Scot Butler 
107 Cottage Drive 
Winchester, Va. 22603 
(540) 665-5879 

Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
1714 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg, Va. 22401-5209 
(540) 373-7975 

Dr. Henry F. Frierson, Jr. 
602 Lyons Court 
Charlottesville, Va. 22902-4312 
Home: (804) 971-2033 
E-mail: hff@virginia.edu 

Mr. Richard. D. Mahone 
P.O. Box 751 
WiIIiamsburg, Va. 23187-0751 
Home: (757) 229-1810 

Mr. Ian Robertson 
2931 Brookmere Road 
Charlottesville, Va. 22901 
(804) 978-1714; Fax (804)-974-9440 

Mr. James Saunders 
2508 Tye Brook Highway 
Piney River, Va. 22964 
Office: (804) 277-5455 

Mr. Clyde Weber 
281 Sumney Road 
BentleyviIIe, Pa. 15314 
Home: (724) 258-8671 

Mr. Steve Zap ton 
P.O. Box 47 
Port Republic, Va. 24471-0047 
(540) 249-5281 

(A list of Officers and Directors is published at 
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