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ABS 41st Annual Meeting Report, May 17-19, 2001 
Sigrid Georgii Harriman 

For the 40th anniversary of the 
American Boxwood Society it was 
decided to hold the 200 1 Annual 
Meeting at its place of origin: the 
Orland E. White Arboretum, now the 
State Arboretum of Virginia, at the 
University of Virginia' s Blandy 
Experimental Farm. Two and a half 
days filled with boxwood-related 
activities-demonstrations in the ABS 
Memorial Garden, diverse and engag
ing lectures, an auction, and visits to 
outstanding places amidst stately trees 
and Buxus-were presented at the 
successful 41 st annual meeting of the 
ABS. Katherine Ward planned and 
chaired the meetings with the assis
tance of Joan Butler. 

Attendees met Thursday, May 17, 
for a two-hour hands-on session in the 
ABS Memorial Garden under low 
hanging clouds and listened to demon
strations regarding pruning, thinning, 
shaping, and transplanting by John 
Boyd, Joan Butler, and Steven 
Southall. Attendees also enjoyed the 

maturing Buxus plants on display in the 
Memorial Garden. The spring meeting 
of the ABS Governing Board was held 
following the demonstrations; minutes 
are printed on page 22 of this issue of 
The Boxwood Bulletin. A wine and 
cheese reception held in the Quarters 
dining room at Blandy Farm completed 
the first day's events. 

On Friday, May 18, Thomas 
Saunders, President of ABS welcomed 
all participants in the Library at the 
Quarters and extended a special 
welcome to Mrs. Elizabeth Braim
bridge, owner of Langley Boxwood 
Nursery in Sussex, England, and Dr. 
Egon Kohler, professor emeritus of 
botany at the Humboldt University in 
Berlin, Germany. Dr. Kohler is the 
foremost researcher of the species 
Buxus and was a speaker at the 
meeting. An interesting variety of 
lectures was followed by the well
attended auction. 

Friday was crowned by a catered 
dinner, beautifully planned and 

organized by Joan Butler, at Belle 
Grove Plantation. Belle Grove was 
built between 1794 and 1797 by Isaac 
Hite, Jr., grandson of one of the 
palatinate emigrants who settled in the 
Shenandoah valley. The mansion is 
believed to have been built with design 
assistance from Thomas Jefferson in 
the typical Federal-style of architecture 
with one story, supported by a raised 
English basement. Before dinner drinks 
were available in rooms on the main 
floor of the mansion. Breathtaking 
views from each room into the country
side and the Shenandoah mountain 
range heightened the pleasant feelings . 
A three-course dinner was served in the 
English basement. 

Saturday, May 19, was devoted to a 
tour of three beautiful estates, arranged 
by Joan Butler and described separately 
below. 

Speakers' Presentations 

Sheri Musselwhite: 
Boxwood Research at VPI and SU 

At the hands-on demonstrations. Joan Butler discusses 
cutting for propagation (Photos: Sigrid Harriman) 

Steve Southall discusses pruning of a Buxus sempervirens 
'Suffruticosa' with George and Betty Wisler. 

July 2001 3 



ShL'ri MUSSL'lwhitL' . a graduate 
student at Virgi nia Polytechnic 
Institute . started her presentati on by 
say ing that there is some difticulty 
gmwing hoxwood in North Carolina 
and Virginia because the spring !lush 
often occurs before a late spring frost 
kills new growth with no second 
gfllwth occurring afterwards. The 
plants simply go d0n11ant to overcome 
thL' shock or rmst. Donnancy is defined 
as any tL'lll porary suspension of growth 
in any part of the plant that contains a 
mL'ri stem. There are three types of 
donnancy-Eco (results from environ
mental conditions). Endo (due to 
physiology within the plant organ that 
is donnant , i.e .. lateral bud), Para (due 
to physiology outside of the plant 
organ that is donnant, i.e., apical bud). 
Potential causes of donnancy are 
factors that can limit growth. They are 
light, water, nutrients. This donnancy 
also means slower production time for 
growers. Plant hortTIones can be 
encouraged to become more active in 
affecting donnancy-Auxins (the apical 
dominance that controls the breaking 
and growth of apical shoots), Gibberel
lic Acid (GA) (controls shoot elonga
tion), and cytokinins (control the 
breaking and growth of lateral shoots). 
The question arose: what can be done 
about summer dOrtTIancy of boxwoods? 
One could eliminate all limiting factors 
such as light, water, and nutrition. 
Secondly, one could manipulate most 
plant hortTIone activities. 

Two different types of trial were 
begun: nutrition and hOrtTIone. The 
nutrition trials concentrate on slow 
release fertilizer such as the Osmocote 
rate experiment (M&M and results) 
and liquid fertilizers with current 
experiments ongoing. The hOrtTIone 
trials concentrate on plant growth 
regulators (PGR). They are defined by 
synthetically-derived plant hOrtTIones 
that may either reduce or enhance 
growth. There is Promalin as a growth 
enhancer and mode of action (PGR that 
contains Cytokinin to promote lateral 
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shoot growth and shoot elongation). 
There are also the mechanical manipu
lation methods such as pinching and 
defoliation trials . The 2000 Promalin 
experiment has begun with the Proma
lin/pruning experiment in 2000 and the 
Promalin/pruningldefoliation experi
ment of 200 I. Research is still ongoing 
and the presentation was illustrated 
with various slides of the following 
trial plants: 'Justin Brouwers ', 
'Suffruticosa', and 'Vardar Valley' . 
More definite outcomes of the trials 
will have potential impact on the 
nursery industry. In spite of the 
technical nature of the topic, Sheri 
Musselwhite kept the audience 
interested because of her engaging 
presentation. 

Catherine Campbell: 
Color in Your Garden 

Catherine Campbell has worked at 
Saunders Bros., Inc. for a number of 
years as their perennials expert and 
designer of hanging baskets. She gave 
a lively talk accompanied by color 
slides demonstrating color combina
tions in the garden. Brightly colored 
annuals and perennials are the ideal 
companions to boxwoods and other 
evergreen shrubs. Begonia with 'Green 
Pillow', Petunia with Buddleia 'Nanho 
Blue', Rudbeckia with 'Jim's 
Spreader', and Vinca minor 'Blue 
Pearl' with 'Green Beauty' are her 
preferred combinations. 

She advised the audience to look 
for color inspirations everywhere, a 
boxwood Christmas wreath against a 
pale blue door in Williamsburg; red 
/lex verticil/ata 'Winter Red' berries 
against deep blue sky; and a yellow 
road sign against a light blue spring 
sky. Ms. Campbell listed some of her 
favorite "tried and true" color schemes. 
They are chartreuse and magenta, the 
complimentary opposites on the color 
wheel. Cosmos 'Sonata Mix' and 
Ipomoea 'Margarite', Hosta 'Gold 
Standard' and Impatiens 'Super Elfin 
Lipstick', Petunia 'Purple Wave' and 

Chamaecyparis pisifera jilifera 'Gold 
Mop' are some of the combinations 
she uses with great success. She also 
strives for continuity in color between 
sunny areas and shade. The same color 
combinations can also be used in 
individual planters. Yellow and 

Catherine Campbell displays some of 
the baskets she discussed in her talk 
on "Color in Your Garden." (Photo: 
Decca Frackelton) 

magenta; yellow, blue and silver; 
orange and blue; yellow and blue; 
yellow, blue, pink, and silver are some 
of her favorite combinations with 
Black-Eyed Susans, Zinnia, lAntana, 
and other flowers to achieve the result. 
She briefly mentioned cool and warm 
combinations of colors as well as 
monochromatic shades with tints and 
tones of one color only. She ended her 
presentation by sharing her two 
favorite plants for outstanding color. 
They are Rudbeckia 'Indian Summer' 
with bigger flower heads than 
'GoldsturtTI' and Petunia 'Purple 
Wave' that makes a carpet of electric 
magenta flowers all summer long. Its 
color goes with almost every other 
color and one plant can spread almost 
four feet and when planted between 
low growing evergreens create a "river 
of color" all summer long. 
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Paul Saunders: 
National Boxwood Trials 

Paul Saunders of Saunders Bros. 
Orchard and Nursery was the third 
speaker. He reported on the results 
collected during the third year and 
ready for evaluation in the cooperative 
testing of his National Boxwood Trials. 
He has expanded his testing to arbore
tum sites in Ohio and Alabama. There 
is also much interest in the testing in 
the Pacific Northwest. Twenty-three 
arboreta are testing plants in addition to 
a number of nurseries and individuals 
now participating in the project. 
Growth habit, hardiness, ease of care, 
resistance to insect infestation and 
minimal winter discoloration are tested. 

Some 84 cultivars are presently 
under observation, and are grouped as 
follows: upright (3), very dwarf (5), 
slightly dwarf (4), medium bush (10), 
others (60). Forty-seven reporting sites 
(23 arboreta, 20 individuals, 4 nurser
ies) have increased the overall informa
tion and several boxwood cultivars are 
emerging as frontrunners. They are 
'Vardar Valley', beauty with few 
problems; 'Dee Runk', best in upright 
habit; 'John Baldwin', the stately 
grower; and others. Mr. Saunders also 
likes B. sinica var. insularis 'Nana' and 
'Justin Brouwers', 'Jim's True 
Spreader' and the Sheridan "green 
series." 

Mr. Saunders reported that Scarffs 
nursery in Ohio has contributed 
valuable data to the study as the rough 
climate in western Ohio creates a 
special challenge to boxwood growers. 
It is now up to the trade to convince 
buyers that there is "life after English 
boxwood" and make them aware of 
other cultivars more suitable to their 
climates. His talk was accompanied by 
a number of slides. His two booklets 
"Best of the Best: Boxwood Cultivar 
Manual" and "National Boxwood 
Trials" were for sale at the end of his 
presentation. 

Mr. Saunders' presentation was 
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followed by the business meeting and a 
short Board and Executive Committee 
Meeting. (See reports on page 23.) 

Dr. Egon Kohler: 
Variety of New World Buxus 
and Link to Old 

Dr. Egon Kohler was introduced by 
Dr. Henry Frierson as the "world's 
expert on Caribbean boxwoods." He 
had just returned from his 30th trip to 
Cuba to study the differences in the 
indigenous species found in the Cuban 
highlands. He met Dr. Frierson in Cuba 
and was accompanied by him during 
his trip. There are 35 known distinct 
species in Cuba; three to four in 
Jamaica; five in Puerto Rico (it is 
hoped that more species will be 
discovered in that region); five in 
Mexico; and one in northern Panama. 
In short, he knows of 48 distinct 
species in the Caribbeans, more than 
half of the world's entire boxwood 
species. Most of them grow on 
serpentine soil, very rich in iron, 
magnesium, but poor in calcium. The 
nectar in their flowers is used to feed 
insects and some of the plants grow to 
10 feet tall with leaves 20-25 cm long. 

Most grow in mountainous areas 
that have existed for some 10 to 30 
million years without much change. 
Some were found in valleys with 
mining activities nearby. These 
conditions have forced the plants to 
develop certain characteristics within 
old cells. More than seventeen species 
are hyper collectors of nickel. Some are 
found in regions about 100 feet higher 
than usual. 

One species, Buxus conodata, has 
male and female flowers with an 
interesting line of pollination. They 
attract pollinators by color. Most 
Cuban species have small leaves; 
Buxus furiosa can sometimes be found 
near or almost in water with needle-like 
leaves. 

In general, poor soil, few nutrients, 
appearance of dry, poor vegetation 
surrounding these species are the 

Dues Notice: 
Dues are payable now for 

membership year May 2001 
through April 2002. 

If you are not current, we 
cannot mail your October issue 
of The Boxwood Bulletin. If you 
do not have a membership 
envelope, please mail your 
check ($25 single, $35 family, 
$50 contributing, or $75 sustain
ing) made out to The American 
Boxwood Society to: 

Mrs. Katherine D. Ward, 
Treasurer 

P.O. Box 85 
Boyce, V A 22620-0085 

environment where they grow. Eighty 
percent of them have needle-like 
leaves. However, there is one species, 
Buxus revoluta, that looks so different 
that at first glance one could think it 
does not belong to the boxwood family 
until a pollen grain study determined 
the relationship. Leaf venation studies 
have also been conducted to confirm 
the findings. Leaf venation differs 
because of forced adaptation to 
different environments. Most Cuban 
species are found in Eastern Cuba 
where the central evolution of indig
enous boxwood took place. 

In 1995, Dr. Kohler organized a 
collecting expedition to Cuba with 
Elizabeth Braimbridge and attempted 
to locate all 35 Cuban boxwood species 
in the wild. The Jardin Botaruco 
Nacional has 33 of them in their 
collection. They found that cuttings 
from wild species are very difficult to 
root; only 10% of the cuttings took. 
This can be explained because this 
primitive plant never adapted to this 
form of propagation. Buxus rotund
ifolia, found only in the high moun
tains, has not been seen in the wild 
since 1910. The plant is about 6 feet 
high and about 25 wide. Buxus serpen-
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lill ie-o/ll was last colkcted in 1979 in 
the wild . on very steep rocky slopes. 
hut has Ilot hl'ell found again . B/mls 

j il l/ ('oo/sis grmvs on vcrticallimestone 
ru\.'li.s in a hllriwntal. up and downward 
fashilll1 . 

In closing. Dr. Kohler pointed to 
the genetic development of the species. 
The most primitive boxwoods are from 
East Africa. From there they spread to 
Asia and the Caribbeans and caused 
parallel evolution of the species on 
different continents. The East Asian 
species are similar to BlIxlls semper
\·irells. It can therefore be said that B. 
selllpen'irells belongs to the East Asian 
group. Dr. Kohler accompanied his 
presentation with a number of interest
ing slides. (See p. 14 for Dr. Kohler's 
presentation and photos.) 

Dr. Bonnie Appleton: 
A New Silver 'Bullet? 

Dr. Bonnie Appleton reported on 
new products-biostimulants-<:alled 
"silver bullets" They are touted to be 
the answer to all plant growers who 
want rapidly growing, healthy plants. 
Biostimulants are organic mixtures that 
may contain a) seaweed (kelp) extracts, 
cytokinins, antioxidants, b) humic 
acids (from peat or leonardite), c) 
vitamins, d) hormones, e) amino acids, 

t) enzymes. g) sugars. h) macro and 
micro nutrients. i) bacteria. j) wetting 
agents. The biostimulants are also 
reported to a) improve nutrient avail
ability. b) enhance soil phosphate iron 
mobilization. c) have auxin-like effects 
on root. shoot. and flower develop
ment. d) affect cell metabolism, e) 
enhance photosynthesis. Finally, 
biostimulants are reported to help with 
stress from a) excess heat or cold, b) 
excess moisture or drought, c) high 
salinity, d) mechanical root removal, e) 
root-invading disease pathogens and 
nematodes. These "biological soups" 
help with stresses to test plants. Some 
of the commercially available biostim
ulants are Bio-Plex(R), Grower OM), 
and BioAide (1M). 

Dr. Appleton feels strongly that a 
balanced soil food web is one with the 
right number of bacteria, fungi, nema
todes, 'protozoa, and micro arthropOds. 
The beneficial fungi called mycorrhizal 
fungi are highly speci.llized organisms 
that commonly inhabit or colonize fine, 
non-woody roots. The root structures 
created by this colonization are called 
mycorrhizae, and they act as extensions 
of the colonized plant's roots. By 
extending the plant's roots, the plant's 
absorptive surface is increased allow
ing additional intake of water and 

nutrients. However. if the soil food 
web is out of balance, fertilizers and 
pesticides will not restore plant vigor. 
Without a balanced soil food web the 
biostimulants will not be the highly 
touted "silver bullet." 

Dr. Appleton strongly recom
mended that any potential user of those 
new biostimulants determine what 
microorganisms are already in the soil. 
If balance of soil is wrong, fertilizers 
may further disturb the balance. On the 
other hand, incorporating compost into 
production soil is an important first 
step. In closing she gave the website to 
consult: www.soilfoodweb.com to get 
more information on the subject. 

Boxwood Plant Auction 

The annual auction was held 
following the last talk of the day. John 
W. Bo,yd'llI, AB-S -auctioneer, mairaged 
to raise the bidding to great heights. All 
plants were donated by members of the 
Society and all receipts are scheduled 
to support educational activities of 
ABS. 

A good selection of boxwood 
cultivars, almost all in pairs, was 
auctioned off: 

Buxus microphylJa 
'Compacta' 

ABS Meeting attendees take notes on auction plants prior 
to the event. (Photos these pages: Decca Frackelton) 

Katherine Ward, Charles Fooks. Clyde Weber. and 
Clifford Hoffman examine a Buxus bonsai during the 
bidding. 
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Auctioneer John Boyd was ably 
assisted by Ellen Frierson. 

'Grace Hendrick Phillips' 
'Green Beauty' 
'Green Pillow' 
'John Baldwin' 
'Northern Emerald' 

Buxus microphylla var. japonica 
'Morris Dwarf 
'Morris Midget' 
'Jim' s True Spreader' 

Buxus sempervirens 
, Argenteo-variegata' 
'Dee Runk' 
'Elegantissima' 
'Fastigiata' 
'Glauca' 
'Graham Blandy' 
'Jensen' 
'John Boyd' 
'Latifolia Maculata' 
'Newport Blue' 
'Ste. Genevieve' 
'Suffruticosa' 
'Vardar Valley' 

Buxus sinica var. insularis 
'Justin Brouwers' 
'Nana' 
'Winter Beauty' 
'Wintergreen' 

Hybrids: Buxus 
'Green Mountain' 
'Green Mound' 
'Green Velvet' 
'Glenco' 

As a bonus every registrant received 
a gift plant of BUlCus microphylla 
'Grace Hendrick Phi11ips' , supplied by 
Saunders Bros. Nursery. 
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An Evening at Belle Grove Plantation 
Scot Butler 

Following the boxwood auction 
some 45 ABS members trave led 
southwest from Blandy for a catered 
dinner at Be lle Grove Plantation, a 
National Hi storic Landmark and a 
National Trust Property , located on 
the old Valley Pike (Route II ) near 

Grove Directo r Elizabeth McClung as 
they entered the house to the strains 
of harp music from the parlor. They 
were invited to partake of wine and 
cheese in the room that originally 
served as the plantation office and to 
wander at will through all the rooms 

Belle Grove Plantation, Middletown, Va., was the scene of the 41st Annual 
Meeting dinner. (Photo: Scot Butler) 

Middletown, Virginia. The plantation 
house, of cut limestone quarried 
10ca1\y, was built during 1794-1797 
by Isaac Hite, Jr., a grandson of Jost 
Hite, one of the first pioneers to settle 
in the Shenandoah Va1\ey (173112). 

The Federal period design and 
classic proportions of the house (see 
photo and floor plan), unusual in 
Va1\ey architecture, are attributed to 
Thomas Jefferson based on a written 
request from James Madison, Isaac 
Hite's brother-in-law, asking 
Jefferson to help with the plan. The 
plantation house survived the Civil 
War Battle of Cedar Creek (or Be1\e 
Grove) in 1864 in remarkably good 
condition considering the fierce 
fighting that raged around it. The 
house was General Philip Sheridan's 
headquarters after the Confederates 
were routed. 

ABS guests were greeted by Be1\e 

MAIN FLOOR ~LAN 

LOWER LEVEl. PLAN 

Belle Grove's Federal-stylefloor plan. 
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All ell closed early 19th-century demonstration garden at 
Belle Grove Plantation. (Photo: Scot Butler) 

Henry Frierson. Decca Frackelton. and Lynn Batdorf at 
Belle Grove before dinner. (Camera: Decca Frackelton) 

Egon Kohler. Elizabeth Braimbridge. and ABS Secretary 
Sigrid Harriman. (Photo: Decca Frackelton) 

Lee and Millie Hahn at Belle Grove. (Photo: Decca 
Frackelton) 

of the living area. The rooms are 
preserved essentially in their original 
condition. Noteworthy are the four 
original portraits in the drawing room 
which Isaac, Jr., commissioned 
Charles Peale Polk to paint specifi
cally for their present location: James 
Madison, Sr.; his wife, Nelly Conway 
Madison; their daughter, Nelly Mad
ison Hite; and, of course, Major Isaac 
Hite, Jr. The west wing of the house, 
built in 1815 as a detached annex for 
the growing Hite family but subse
quently connected to the original 
house, is not open to the public. 
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The ground level of the house 
served as a working area and incorpo
rated a winter kitchen with a large 
cooking fireplace . Adjacent to it is a 
long room with a brick floor; it is 
thought to have been a storage area 
for food and other household sup
plies. Our group was the first to be 
served a meal in this atmospheric 
room with large rough-hewn posts 
and beams. After dinner, coffee was 
served in the winter kitchen before an 
open fire and our members were 
invited to take their coffee in the 
fading daylight across the lawn to the 

early nineteenth-century-style demon
stration garden, boasting a row of 
Montmorency cherry trees and even 
small plots gi ven over to household 
consumption of flax , indigo, peanuts 
and tobacco, as well as decorative 
flowers of the period. 

Enonnous boxwood plants once 
flanked the steps leading to the front 
portico of the house but they were 
removed when the exterior was 
returned to its probable appearance as 
of the time of building. There is now 
virtually no boxwood to be seen at 
Belle Grove. 
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Heronwood Revisited 
Scot Butler 

After a lapse of some twenty-five 
years, ABS members had the pleasure 
of returning to Heronwood, now the 
estate of Mr. Robert H. Smith. When 
some of our members previously 
visited Heronwood, then owned by 
Rear Admiral Neill Phillips, USN 
Ret., it was renowned for its boxwood 
topiary, especially the figures in the 
"zoo" garden and the playing card 
garden. The gardens made an indel
ible impression on those who enjoyed 
the Admiral's hospitality, but follow
ing the onslaught of a serious illness 
and his sale of Heronwood in the late 
1970s, efforts by the ABS to revisit 
Heronwood were unsuccessful until 
this year when Mr. Smith kindly 
consented to our coming on this, the 
fortieth anniversary of the Society's 
founding. 

It seems appropriate at this point 
to mention the special relationship 
that existed between the American 
Boxwood Society and Heronwood in 
1962-1976. During that period 
Admiral Phillips was both President 
of the ABS and owner of Heronwood. 

Consequently he frequently invited 
attendees at the ABS annual meet
ings, normally held at not-too-distant 
BJandy Farm, for informal conversa
tion at Heronwood following the 
meetings. He was very proud of the 
boxwood gardens that he brought to a 
high state of cultivation and refine
ment, even as he acknowledged the 
accomplishments of Mrs. Henry 
Oxnard, a previous owner, in laying 
out the basic garden plan and planting 
much of the boxwood that was there 
when he and Mrs. Phillips acquired 
the property in 1955. Admiral Phillips 
also gave due credit to his head 
gardener, Richard Wines, for helping 
to bring the topiary back into shape 
and keeping it so. It was given the 
name of Heronwood as a result of the 
Phillipses seeing two herons as they 
drove onto the grounds the day after 
buying the property. 

It was with much anticipation, 
despite pelting rain, that we boarded 
our bus at Blandy Farm at 8:30 a.m. 
With Joan Butler as guide and 
commentator at the front of the bus 

we accomplished the IS-mile drive to 
Heronwood, passing through scenic 
countryside famous for its stretches of 
well-maintained stone fences . Just 
beyond the Upperville Horse Show 
Grounds, which lays claim to being 
the oldest such grounds in the coun
try, the bus turned right on Rokeby 
Road and thence into Heronwood. As 
we alighted from the bus we were 
greeted by two of Mr. Smith' s staff 
who were designated to conduct us 
through the maze of gardens and 
allees. Throughout the tour Ms. 
Cameron Cooper and Mr. Ed Marks 
provided lively interpretation of the 
grounds to their respective groups of 
ABS members and obligingly 
answered questions. 

With umbrellas raised we wound 
our way through one impressive 
display area after another. The rain 
only enhanced the fresh, lush appear
ance of the masses of small, medium 
and large English boxwood as well as 
the towering hedges of American 
boxwood. Some of the latter were 11-
12 feet high and we were told that 
even then they had been reduced 7 

Cameron Cooper greets Edna Hoffman ofTennesee, as 
she prepares to visit the gardens at Heronwood. (Photo: 

Undaunted by rain, Elizabeth Braimbridge, Henry 
Frierson, and Egon Kohler tour Heronwood gardens. 
(Photo: Sigrid Harriman) Decca Frackelton) 

July 2001 9 



An allie ofBuxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' leads to a bed of white Azaleas 
and variegated Hosta (Photo: Scot Butler) 

feet in height. The gardeners are 
clearly kept very busy maintaining 
the size and shape of the various 
plants in the overall garden design. 

Entering the display area through a 
cutting/working garden we traversed 
an allee of medium-height English 
boxwood leading to a bed planted in 
white azaleas and variegated hostas 
against a high boxwood hedge. After 
passing by the Smith residence, we 
entered the secret garden, engulfed in 
venerable English boxwood and 
enhanced by classical statuary. This 
garden room has an enchanted 
quality. 

The path through the display area 
Jed up and down hills, over bridges, 
through clearings and past statuary 
artfully placed to advantage in clumps 
of boxwood. Emerging into a large 
open area, shaded by Bradford pear 
trees (due to be removed) and bord
ered by a high hedge of common 
boxwood, we came upon a display of 

One of the charming spots, almost hidden in the secret garden. (Photo: Decca Frackelton) 
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whimsical topiary animals-a dog, a 
turtle, a bird, a rabbit, etc.-executed 
in Hex, Euonymus, or Taxus. There 
were also large boxwood topiary 
figures from the earlier period, now 
somewhat fuzzy in outline but still 
recognizable as peacocks, swans, 
hens and the like. 

Just beyond this open area is a 
small pond with a statuary figure at 
the far side. The figure is placed in a 
recess cut into a dense clump of box
wood, creating an extremely artistic 
setting. This garden is reached by a 
flagstone walk and guarded at its 
entrance by two matching topiaries 

variously identified by ABS members 
as sheep, boars, bears or dogs. 

Finally we came to the area which 
we assume was once the card garden 
where the different playing card suits 
were outlined on the ground in dwarf 
boxwood. This area now supports 
several parterre beds in geometric 
shapes edged with low-growing 
plants surrounded by lawn with 
mature English boxwood beyond. 
While most of the boxwood plantings 
at Heronwood consist of the Ameri
can and English varieties, there are 
some striking individual specimen 
plants of other varieties, especially a 

handsome B. sempervirens'Latifolia 
Maculata'. 

As a footnote to this once-in-a
lifetime garden visit, thanks are due 
our host, Mr. Smith, not only for 
giving permission and providing 
members of his staff as guides, but 
also for leaving a meeting inside his 
house to come out and speak to some 
of our party as they were passing by, 
including Mrs. Mark (Elizabeth) 
Braimbridge, herself a boxwood 
topiarist from England, and Dr. Egon 
Kohler, a botanist from Germany, 
whose interest is in tracing the origins 
of boxwood. 

Topiary animals are displayed between mounds of 
boxwood. (Photo: Scot Butler) 

More topiaries with a background of tall Buxus 
sempervirens 'Arborescens'. (Photo: Scot Butler) 

A pair of topiary animals guard the entrance to a small 
pool and statuary figure. (Photo: Scot Butler) 
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Parterres in the area where the card garden used to be. 
(Photo: Sigrid Harriman) 
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Visit to Oak Spring (Paul Mellon Estate) 
Scot Butler 

A short distance up Rokeby Road 
from Heronwood is the Paul Mellon 
estate. It was known as Rokeby until 
Mr. Mellon's death a short while ago, 
at which time the name was changed 
to Oak Spring. Mrs. Paul Mellon 
kindly gave us permission to visit the 
greenhouses and culling gardens, 
which are located in the farm area of 
the estate. What this area lacks in 
profusion of boxwood, most of which 
is in Mrs. Mellon's private garden at 
her home on the other side of Rokeby 
Road, it made up in interest to the 
horticultural and gardening appetites 
of our tour group. 

By the time we reached the 
Mellon farm the rain had ended and 
the skies had largely cleared. We 
were warmly greeted by Mr. Darryl 
Worthly upon arrival and invited to 
roam the greenhouses and cutting 
gardens as we individually pleased, 
stopping to talk with the staff mem
bers stationed at the various sites. 
There were many good lessons to be 
learned from the horticultural prac
tices in this self-contained operation. 
Our attention was first drawn to the 
whitewashed farm office building 
which was festooned with an 
espaliered crabapple tree, 

The greenhouses supply the 
Mellon household with floral arrange
ments at regular intervals or on 
request. The greenhouses are redolent 
with both good, earthy smells and 
delicate fragrances. The varieties of 
flowers grown as well as the modes 
of display captured our interest. For 
example, nasturtiums planted in pots 
were trained as vines up poles and 
around door frames to create a color
ful, exotic effect. Also intriguing 
were miniature bonsai trees in myrtle, 
thyme and boxwood. An unusual 
velvety, purple plant called Salpiglos
sis attracted much attention. 

The flower beds inside the wall enclosures with plants espaliered along the wall. (Photo: Scot Butler) 
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Nasturtiums trained as vines bloom profusely in the 
greenhouse at Oak Spring Farm. (Photo: Decca 
Frackelton) 

The whitewashed farm office building with an espaliered 
crabapple. (Photo: Scot Butler) 

The cutting garden is largely 
enclosed by wam which give it the 
semblance of a medieval monastery 
garden . This impression is further 
strengthened by two round towers on 
the corners of one side and a building 
on the opposite side. Along the entire 
expanse of one interior wall different 
varieties of apple trees are espaliered. 
The flower beds are well tended and 
neatly divided by narrow grass strips 
kept closely cut. The variety of 
seasonal flowers in bloom (iris, 

peonies, etc.) created a colorful array. 
But soon the lunch hour ap

proached and we boarded our bus 
back to BJandy. We enjoyed a 
delicious catered lunch served in the 
dining room of the Quarters but eaten 
by many on the beautiful grounds 
outside. After lunch several options 
were available for those who had 
the time and desire to extend their 
visit. Foremost of these was a self
guided tour of the gardens at 
Tuleyries, once the home of Mr. 

Graham BJandy and now of Mrs. 
Orrne Wilson, Jr., who generously 
opens her boxwood domain to the 
ABS on frequent occasions. 

A word of appreciation from all 
those attending the 41 st ABS Annual 
Meeting is due Mrs. Katherine D. 
Ward for arranging a stimulating 
educational program and Mrs. Scot 
(Joan) Butler for arranging an unique 
dinner and garden tour. 

We are deeply grateful to them 
both. 

Some of the topiaries. boxwood and other. being groomed 
for use in the house. (Photo: Decca Frackelton) 

A wall encloses the cutting gardens at the Mellon Estate. 
Oak Spring Farm. (Photo: Scot Butler) 
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The Establishment of a National Collection of Native 
BUXU5 Species in Cuba 
Egon Kohler 

The boxwoods traditionally used 
in European and North American 
gardens as ornamental plants. for 
hedges and more recently for topiary 
work are derived mainly from 
varieties of BlIxlIs sempervirellS and 
some East Asian species, like B. 
lIlicrophylla. that stand temperate 
climatic conditions. 

Although Cuba is a tiny island, it 
shelters more than 35 native Buxus 
species-one third of the world's total. 
Most of the Cuban BuxlIS species are 
endemics, growing exclusively in a 
particular area, and in general possess 
a restricted, often local distribution 
mainly in the mountain regions of the 
Oriente provinces (about 80%). Some 
of these species occur as small popu
lations in micro areas so that their 
survival is at risk by road-building, 
mining activity, or even by a cyclone. 
Nearly one-third (31 %) of the species 
have some endangered category given 
to them by the IUCN (UICN 1994), 
and according to the most recent 
evaluations, eight species have been 
categorized in CR (Peligro Critico) 
(Rankin et al. 1999). 

The worldwide crisis in biodi
versity and the growing awareness of 
the urgency for preservation of these 
threatened species led Elizabeth and 
Dr. Mark Braimbridge in discussions 
with Dr. Angela Leiva, the director of 
the Jardin Botanico Nacional in La 
Habana, to the decision to promote a 
project of setting up a National Buxus 
Collection. This would be a unique 
chance to bring a wider range of 
species into safer locations and to 
preserve the natural gene resources of 
Buxus in Cuba (Braimbridge 1998). 

The conditions at the Jardin 
Botanico Nacional of the University 
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La Habana were prime for the 
development of such a project. The 
Jardin is staffed with highly trained, 
dedicated enthusiasts, headed by Dr. 
Angela Leiva, a keen scientist and 
splendid organizer. Enough space and 
diversified conditions exist in the 
garden for installation of a representa
tive collection, and I had a base there, 
working for several years on a tax
onomical revision of the Buxus 
species (Kohler 1985). 

In view of severe economical 
problems of the island, this project 
could be realized only with financial 
sponsoring by the Langley Boxwood 
Nursery, holding the English National 
Boxwood Collection, and by the 
American Boxwood Society (1996), 
that we acknowledge very gratefully. 

The main task of the project was 
to rescue living material of the 
species for setting up the collection. 

A comprehensive excursion program 
was planned to locate the species in 
their natural habitats. That was 
sometimes rather difficult because the 
rare species often occur in very 
remote, hardly accessible areas. It 
became a real adventure in those 
cases in which the species had not 
been found since the historical type 
collection. 

Most of the Cuban species occur 
on serpentine soils, which are special 
soils derived from ultrainafic rocks of 
supposed deep sea origin in connec
tion with sea floor spreading, occur
ring along the length of Cuba (Figure 
I). Serpentine soil is low in macronu
trients and microbial activity, but has 
a high content of magnesium, sili
cium, iron, nickel, cobalt, and an 
extreme lack of calcium and sodium. 
These soils have created particularly 
severe growing conditions for plant 

Figure 1. Profile of serpentine soil present in Sierra de Moa. 
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life and have challenged the plants to 
devise special strategies for their 
adaptation and survival. The ancient 
east Cuban serpentine mountain 
systems have undergone a long period 
of soil and vegetation development, 
perhaps over 10-30 million years, and 
interestingly today represent most 
important centers of biodiversity. 

Some plants have evolved the 
capacity to protect themselves against 
the inordinate uptake of nickel by a 
distinctive detoxification system of 
sequestering nickel within their cells. 
They became hyperaccumulators of 
nickel , the amount of which can 
easily be checked by a quick test with 
fi lter paper impregnated with di
methylglyoxime. The plants therefore 
could even be used as indicators for 
nickel prospecting. 

More than 17 Cuban Buxus 
species are nickel hyperaccumulators, 
among them B. vaccinia ides with the 
highest nickel content recorded with 
25420 J.lg/g and up to 5.0% of dry 
weight, 1000 times greater than 
usually found in flowering plants 
(Reeves et al. 1996). 

Thanks to the very efficient 
cooperation with the enterprising 
Cuban Buxus group we have been 
able to perform an extensive collect
ing program from 1995-1999 with an 
additional extension in 2001. Collect
ing has been carried out in the mount
ain regions of the East Cuban prov
inces Holguin, Santiago de Cuba and 
Guantanamo, where the Buxus 
species occur in submountain rain 
forests on limestone, in wet and semi
arid mountain rain forest on serpen
tine, in pine forests and gallery shrub
woods (Figure 2). On the mountain 
peaks they are found in evergreen 
shrubwoods, dwarf pinelands, and 
cloud forests. They are also frequent 
in dry lowland serpentine shrub
woods, but more rarely in dry lime
stone shrubwoods and hummocks 
(Borhidi 1991). 

select well-developed populations 
with adult and younger plants, where 
the extraction of up to five examples 
would not harm the small plant 
community. We were always pro
ceeding along two lines: digging out 
young, well-rooted plants together 
with the original soil and procuring 
10-20 cuttings for vegetative propa-

gation treated with or without rooting 
hormones. We tried to locate all the 
species described from Cuba, several 
of which are very rare, existing so far 
only as historical herbarium- type 
collection material . 

It is really exciting, an unforget
table experience, to discover a species 
in nature which has not been found 

Special emphasis was given to Figure 2. Mountain rainforest in Sierra de Cristai. 
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Figure 3a. B. rotundifolia growing on the pica El Toldo. 

Figure 3b. Detail of young fruits ofB. rotundifolia 
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since its historical collection in 1910. 
In the case of B. rotundifolia the ridge 
of EI Toldo (1175 m), covered with 
large blocks tones difficult to climb, 
was settled with shrubs or small trees 
with rounded crowns, adapted to 
severe ecological conditions with 
heavy winds (Figures 3a and 3b). The 
trees are less than 2 m high, but 
possess stems with diameters up to 10 
cm, densely covered with lichens, 
reflecting their very old age. The 
species is easily recognizable by its 
yellowish green color, conspicuous 
from a distance, which cannot be 
overlooked. No botanist since Shafer 
in 1910 had climbed up that mountain 
ridge. 

Another example, B. serpentini
cola was located as a meager popula
tion with very few younger plants 
associated with Dracaena cubensis in 
an inaccessible, steep serpentine cliff 
in Peladeros de Jauco (Figure 4). In 
this locality, the species was first 
collected by Berazafn et al. in 1979. 
The rocks are so steep and the dry 
and spiny vegetation so impenetrable 
that we could not get an idea of the 
real extension of the population. 

Not far from that area B. jauco
ensis, known from the type specimen 
collected only by Alain and L6pez 
Figueiras in 1959, could be localized 
as a rich population on inaccessible, 
nearly vertical limestone walls in the 
Farallones of Rio Jauco (Figure 5). 
The small shrubs were settling in the 
cracks or gaps of the solid rock faces 
where some soil and organic material 
had been accumulated, sometimes 
growing out straight horizontally, 
sometimes bending or rising. Seeing 
this, I understood why the epidermis 
patterns of the lower and upper leaf 
surfaces, analyzed by scanning 
electron microscopy, were nearly 
identical. Recently we were again 
searching for some still missing 
species. After three attempts in vain, 
we could not locate B. baracoensis in 
spite of personal information and the 
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route sketched on a map by the author 
Borhidi. 

While searching for B. vaccini
oides we had to study mining ar
chives and to consult with museums 
and old miners. We discovered that 
these historical camps housed 
workers investigating timber re
sources. Here Shafer entered the 
untouched Sierra de Moa for the first 
time in 1910 and made his historical 
collections. 

In spite of exhaustive efforts we 
could not locate B. aneura, originally 
collected by Ekman at the higher 
cascades of the Rio Piloto in the 
Sierra de Nipe. We did locate a small 
population of B. rheedioides collected 
by Ekman from the same place, on 
the same day with consecutive 
numbers. B. aneura has only once 
been collected, in 1922, and may be 
extinct already; it was recently 
classified as CR. There are, however, 
numerous cascades at the precipice of 
the high plateau which still have to be 
inspected carefully. 

The most endangered species 
seems to be B. moana settling with 
few scattered individual plants on the 
banks of the Rio Yagrumaje, just 
behind a nickel plant and mining area. 
Although a zone of 200 m along the 
riverside is preserved, the open-cast Figure 4. B. serpentinicola growing in Paladeros de Jauco. 
mining with its soil erosion and 
pollution will have a strong impact on 
the gallery vegetation. This could be 
the first example of conservation of 
endangered endemic species by 
reintroduction after successful prop
agation and ex situ cultivation in the 
Jard{n Botanico Nacional (Figure 6). 

We believe that we have now 
collected about 33 species for 
cultivation in the Jarden, among them 
six newly discovered species and 
some others still in investigation 
(Figure 7). 

I would like to mention only a few 
of the cultivation experiences, while 
these aspects are reported more in 
detail by Rankin et al. (1999). It may Figure 5. B. jaucoensis growing in Farallones del Rio Jauco. 
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Figure 6. B. moana growillg as a culrivared specimell ill rhe Jardill Boranico 
Naciollal. 

Figure 7. Specimens of cultivated Buxus in a greenhouse in the Jardfn 
Botanico Naciollal. 

be of interest that the wild boxwoods 
do not like to form roots, as they are 
not yet "experienced" like B. semper
virells. Despite the application of 
hormones, 2-40, INABARPLANT, 
the cuttings formed some callus, but 
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after several months only less than 
10% rooted, among them B. margin
alis and B. leoni. An interesting 
contrast was observed for B. rhee
dioides, where fallen trunklets in 
nature freely made roots at the nodes. 

It is nciting to see how vigor
IhlSl y thl' plants :Ire growing in 
containl'l s in the Jardin. the \.·ultun: 
condi t ions ohviousl y correspondi ng 
well witli that of their natural hahitats 
or arc eVl'n ocller. The shade house 
offers a favorahle environment with 
an opti mil.ed supply of watn and 
nutrients and reduced competition 
from other plants. Most of the Buxus 
growing on scrpcntine soil have heen 
repolled a few months ago and seelTl 
to he growing beller. B. hissei is 
currently 2 m tall, and many of them 
arc flowering and fruiting, which 
provides an excellent opportunity to 
get fresh material for chromosome 
and DNA studies, and to observe 
characteristics during ontogenesis 
which can hardly be seen in the wild 
(Figure 8). 

Thus we have built up a compre
hensive gene bank (germ plasma 
bank) of Buxus in La Habana. Our 
collection provides an excellent base 
for the preservation of gene re
sources, and serves as a great system 
for the protection of threatened 
species. It offers real opportunities for 
the reintroduction of species currently 
in danger. It is an invaluable resource 
for science and horticulture. The 
collection will be of floristic and 
ornamental interest for visitors and 
scientists and can be of economic 
importance for plant breeding and 
future introduction of horticultural 
plants. Several species are so beauti
ful and attractive, that they have 
excellent chances to be introduced as 
new ornamentals in tropical garden
ing. (But I am afraid they will not 
stand topiary!) 

The realization of the project 
involves important scientific aspects . 
First of all we have to mention the 
localization of the species and the 
collection of living and conserved 
material. 

The tield work has offered unique 
chances to study the species in their 
natural habitats, to gain information 
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about population structure, growth
form , seed production, propagation 
rate, and biological and ecological 
aspects of the biotopes including 
altitude, soil types and humidity. The 
field work brought excellent opportu
nities to make extensive herbarium 
collections in areas with high floristic 
value, to prepare cytological fixations 
for chromosomal studies, scanning 
electron microscopy (Figure 9), and 
samples for DNA-sequencing. 

It was an important chance to 
analyze and compare all the data of so 
many species in a comparably short 
period which gave strong support for 
the species rank of some critical taxa 
(Kohler 1998) and offered important 
data for the taxonomic revision in 
progress for the new Flora of Cuba. 

Finally the analysis of the species 
as population aM the 'experience' of 
the plant geographical relations have 
contributed fundamentally to the 
understanding of the highly interest
ing aspects of the evolution of the 
Cuban Buxus species and the differ
entiation of the genus in the Carib
bean (Kohler 1985, Kohler & 
Bruckner 1990). 

We gratefully acknowledge the 
financial sponsoring of the project by 
Elizabeth and Dr. Mark Braimbridge 
and by the American Boxwood 
Society and I thank very cordially my 
Cuban colleagues (Figure 10) for 
their kind hospitality and their 
efficient cooperation over many 
years. 
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ABOUT THE AUTIIOR: 

Dr. Egon Kohler, retired Professor 
of Botany at Humboldt University in 
Berlin, Germany, is the world's 
foremost expert on Caribbean and 
Mexican Buxus which comprises 
approximately 50 species (half of the 
world's total). He began his study of 
Cuban boxwood in 1968 and has 
made at least 30 trips to the island to 
collect and to describe the botanical 
features of Buxus. 

He has also made excursions to 
Mexico, Jamaica, and elsewhere to 
analyze the native Buxus in those 
countries. He has collected large 
amounts of boxwood as herbarium 
material and has published numerous 
research articles in the German 
literature on leaf venation patterns, 
pollen grain morphology, flowers, 
and fruits as well as other botanical 
characteristics of Buxus. 

He continues to make visits to 
Cuba and elsewhere in order to search 
for new species of Buxus, to refine 
their classification, and to study their 
habitat. Along with Elizabeth and Dr. 
Mark Braimbridge of the Langley 
Boxwood Nursery near London, 
England and Dr. Angela Leiva, 
Director of the Jardfn Botanico 
Nacional , Dr. Kohler was instrumen
tal in establishing the living boxwood 
collection in Cuba's national arbore
tum located outside Havana. 

Once his study of Cuban Buxus is 
complete, Dr. Kohler plans to write a 
definitive monograph on native 
boxwood in Cuba. 
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Figure 9. Scanning electron micrograph of the female flower ofB. gonoclada 
showing the interstylary nectaries. 

Figure 10. Dr. Egon Kohler (secondfrom left) with Dr. Angela Leiva 
(Director of the Jardin Botanico Nacional), Silva (Buxus hunter and keeper of 
the Buxus collection), Rosa Rankin (botanist), and Jose, driver of vehicle used 
during Buxus fieldwork. 
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NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

www.boxwoodsociety.org 
Henry F. Frierson, Jr. , MD 

For the past five years, several 
members of the ABS have expressed 
their opinions concerning the impor
tance of the Society having and main
taining a presence on the internet, as a 
vehicle for the dissemination of infor
mation on Buxus and for the promotion 
of the organization. Steve Southall, 
past President of the ABS, cham
pioned the notion of a website, and at 
that time a few steps were taken to 
begin the process of site development. 
Current President Tom Saunders also 
provided strong leadership and support 
for the concept, and last fall the Board 
of the ABS allotted funds for website 
construction. Jeff Miller of Christians
burg, Va., owner of Horticulture 
Management Associates, was selected 
to build and maintain the website. Mr. 
Miller, a former nurseryman and 
current ABS member, has completed 
the task; and this spring the site was 
launched. The web address is www. 
boxwoodsociety .org. The website 
contains information on the Society 
and Buxus, and contains a few illustra
tions of boxwoods in the landscape. 

The first page of the website 
consists of a description of the ABS, 
the location of its headquarters, and its 
mission. Buttons on the left side of 
each page as well as at the bottom, lead 
to other pages, which contain informa
tion about boxwood; membership and 
contributions; a listing of current 
officers and directors; ABS publica
tions, thei r costs and how to obtain 
them; and a call for papers for submis
sion to The Boxwood Bulletin. 

In addition, several pages are 
devoted to answers to frequently asked 
questions about Buxus: What are some 
boxwood plants recommended for the 
landscape? How are boxwood plants 
used in the landscape and where can 
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they be seen? What should I know 
about the culture of boxwood? How are 
boxwoods propagated? Are boxwoods 
susceptible to pests and diseases? How 
do I know whether I should fertilize my 
boxwoods? What kind of fertilizer is 
best and when and how should I use it? 
What does soil pH have to do with 
fertilizer? How can I learn more? 

The final page has a list of links to 
related websites, which include B1andy 
Experimental Farm and State Arbore
tum of Virginia, the United States 
National Arboretum, the European 
Boxwood and Topiary Society, and 
Virginia gardening information. 
Additional links include those to 
Virginia Tech Extension Service bul
letins covering American boxwood, 
avoiding winter damage, boxwood in 
the landscape, boxwood leaf miner, 
and diseases of boxwood. A final link 
is to a Maryland Extension Service 

publication that has color illustrations 
of pests and diseases with guidelines 
for integrated pest management (IPM). 

The website also contained the 
complete agenda for this year's 4) st 
annual meeting, the registration form, 
and information about lodging and 
directions. Viewers of the '...,ebsite can 
e-mail inquiries to the webmaster, who, 
if necessary, will forward them to other 
members of the ABS who may be able 
to answer them. 

Several members of the ABS 
contributed important comments for 
improvement and implementation of 
the final version of the website. These 
include Lynn Batdorf, Lee Hahn, and 
Melinda Frierson. Now the ABS has a 
more global presence, and it is antici
pated that the site will foster additional 
interest in the genus and an awareness 
of our Society, the world's oldest and 
largest organization devoted to Buxus. 

The American 
Boxwood Society 

Ho .... 

"omlt.,.hlp 

F.A.Q, 

Call for p ..... 

The American Boxwood Society (ABS) is a not-for-profit membership 
organization founded in 1961 and devoted to the appreciation, scientific 
understanding and propagation of the genus Buxus l. It was organized 
by a group of amateur and professional boxwood enthusiasts. 

The Society's headquarters is at the University of Virginia's Orland E. 
White Arboretum (now the State Arboretum of Virginia), at Blandy 
Experimental Farm, Clarke County, Virginia . There the ABS has 
established and currently supports the ABS Memorial Garden, 
developed as a memorial to two early leaders of the Society, who died in 
1974, Henry Hohman of the Kingsville Nursery, Maryland, and Dr. John 
T. Baldwin of the College of William and Mary, Williamsburg, Va. The 
Memorial Garden now includes over 100 different species and varieties, 
all labeled. 

The ABS also serves as the International Cultivar Registration Authority 
Unka for cultivated Buxus l. It sponsors and partially funds scientific research 

projects on Buxus. The ABS is dedicated to making popular the use of 
boxwood in landscapes throughout the country. 
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Minutes of the Spring Meeting of the ABS Governing Board, May 17, 2001 

The spring meeting of the 
Governing Board of The American 
Boxwood Society was held on Thurs
day, May 17,2001 , in the Dining 
Room at The Quarters, Blandy Exper
imental Farm, Virginia. In attendance 
were: Thomas Saunders, President; 
Charles Fooks, Vice President ; Kath
erine Ward, Executive Treasurer; 
Sigrid Harriman, Secretary; and the 
following Directors: John Boyd flI ; 
Decca Frackelton ; Dr. Henry Frier
son; Clifford Hoffman; Jim W. 
Saunders; Clyde Weber and Joan 
Butler, Chairman of the ABS Memo
rial Garden Committee and Liaison. 

Absent were Registrar Lynn 
Batdorf and Directors Dr. Gary Rich
ardson, Steve Zapton, and Director 
Ex-officio Michael Bowers. 

President Tom Saunders wel
comed all attendees at 3:30 p.m. after 
the hands-on session in the Boxwood 
Memorial Garden. The minutes of the 
Board of Directors Winter Meeting, 
held at the Western Sizzler in 
Waynesboro, Va., were approved as 
published in The Boxwood Bulletin 
Vo1.40, No.4, p.70-71. 

Budget Committee Report: Mr. 
Fooks reported that dues will increase 
in fiscal 2002. It will be announced 
both at the Business Meeting and in 
the next issue of The Boxwood 
Bulletin. Regular membership will 
increase to $35; family to $50; 
contributing member to $75 and 
sustaining member to $100. Mr. 
Fooks pointed out that this is the first 
increase in dues in many years . 

Treasurer's Report: Mrs. Ward 
reported a balance of $5,335 in the 
checking account as of May 15, 200 I. 
Thi s reflects the total income of 
$28,020 and expenses of $38,630 
since the balance reported May 31, 
2000. Two CDs with a combined total 
of $23, 185 are held at two banks. The 
second report concerned special 
funds : $8,241 in the Garden Fund; 
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$6,520 in the Research Fund; and 
$1 ,564 in the "Manual" Fund. 

Nominating Committee Report : 
Mr. Weber. Chairman, reported on 
the status of the membership of the 
Board of Directors of ABS. Proposed 
new board members for the term end
ing in 2004 are Dr. Maury Hanson 
and Walter S. Carell , Jr. John Boyd 
III has accepted another term. Rich
ard Mahone and Steve Zapton are 
retiring. Due to the sudden death of 
Aubrey Zaffuto, Clifford Hoffman 
was appointed to fill her term ending 
2003. 

Registrar's Report: Mr. Batdorf 
was unable to attend the Board 
Meeting because he hosted Elizabeth 
Braimbridge and Dr. Kohler in 
Washington, D.C., prior to the May 
2001 ABS meeting at Blandy. He 
brought them to the Friday and 
Saturday sessions of the Annual 
Meeting. 

The Boxwood Bulletin and 
Membership: Mrs. Frackelton 
reported paid ABS membership of 
489 for fiscal year 200 112002 and 
expects new and renewed member
ship payments to be received during 
the Annual Meeting. At present, there 
are 19 complimentary memberships. 
The Society also has 17 charter 
members, 59 life members, one 
patron, and four honorary life mem
bers. As always she appealed for 
submission of articles with pictures, 
to be included in The Boxwood 
Bulletin. 

Boxwood Memorial Garden: 
Mrs. Butler reported briefly on 
activities that took place in the ABS 

In Memoriam 

Mrs. A. C. Kirby 

Honorary Life Member 
and a former ABS Secretary 

Memorial Garden. Turf enhancement 
applications were performed. Con
tract spraying was discussed between 
ABS and Blandy. The overall impres
sion of the Memorial Garden is very 
good, almost all plants are doing well 
and the companion plantings have 
grown nicely in the last several years. 
The row of Buxus sempervirens 
' Inglis' , purchased from Charles 
Fooks and planted along the entrance 
drive at the edge of the Memorial 
Garden toward the visitors parking 
area are doing very well. Each end of 
the row was planted with a group of 
five Hydrangea quercifolia 'Snow 
Queen', donated by Saunders Broth
ers. The 'Snow Queens ' had to be 
protected with wire cages from 
hungry deer. 

Research Committee Report: 
Dr. Frierson reported briefly on his 
trip with Dr. Egon Kohler in Cuba for 
another of Dr. Kohler's boxwood 
hunting expeditions. They had 
returned the night before from Cuba 
and Dr. Frierson was most enthusias
tic about what he saw. 

Dr. Frierson's second report was 
on the newly established 15-page 
ABS web site. The new site links to 
Blandy, the National Arboretum, and 
the European Boxwood and Topiary 
Society. The ABS Annual Meeting 
schedule had already been posted on 
the web site. Jeff Miller as the "web 
master" has also incorporated the 
recommended changes and additions 
and the site seems satisfactory. 

New Business 
Year 2002 Annual ABS Meet

ing: Dale Taylor, an ABS member 
from New Jersey and former Presi
dent of ABS has agreed to organize 
and chair the 2002 Annual Meeting to 
be held in New Jersey on May 17-19, 
2002. Longwood Gardens, Kennett 
Square, Pa., with lectures on site, as 
well as Morris Arboretum will be on 
the agenda. 
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Year 2003 Annual ABS Meet
ing: Charles Fooks volunteered to 
organize and chair that meeting. It 
wi ll be held on the Eastern Shore of 
Maryland, in the ChestertownlEaston 

region of the upper shore area. 
Fall Board of Directors Meeting: 

The Fall Board of Directors meeting 
will be held on Thursday, September 
20,2001 at the Western Sizzler in 

Waynesboro, Virginia. 
The meeting adjourned at 4:30 p.m. 

Sigrid Georgii Harriman 
Secretary 

Minutes of ABS Annual Business Meeting, May 18, 2001 
The business meeting of the ABS 

was held following the morning 
lectures in the Library at Blandy 
Experimental Farm. 

President Tom Saunders wel
comed all attendees to the ABS 
Annual Meeting and thanked all 
speakers for their interesting and 
engaging presentations. The minutes 
of the 40th Annual Business Meeting 
in Annapolis, Maryland were ap
proved as published in The Boxwood 
Bulletin Vo1.40, No.1 , p.19. 

Treasurer's Report: Mrs. Ward 
reported a balance of $15,956 in the 
checking account as of May 31, 2000. 
Income of $28,020 and expenses of 
$38,630 left a balance on the check
book of $5,335 as of May 15,2001. 
ABS also holds two CDs, one for 
$12,622 and another one for $10,563. 

Research Committee Report: 
Dr. Frierson reported briefly on the 
still ongoing DNA research with 
Cuban boxwood species. Variations 
in gene sequencing have been detect
ed and results should soon be forth
coming. He briefly touched on the VPI 
research project under Dr. Wright's 
guidance. (One of his graduate stu
dents, Sheri Musselwhite reported 
this morning on their research.) Dr. 
Frierson also announced the existing 
ABS web site www.boxwoodso
ciety .org, which is open to anyone on 
the internet. 

Budget Committee Report: 
President Saunders announced that 
ABS membership fees will be 
increased with fiscal year 2002-2003; 
individual dues from $25 to $35; 
family dues from $35 to $50; contrib
uting member from $50 to $75; 
sustaining member from $75 to $100. 
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Life membership will remain at $500. 
Membership dues had not been raised 
in many years, but general expenses 
of the society had. 

Registrar's Report: Mr. Batdorf 
reported on the status of Illustrated 
Enc}clopedia of Boxwood, which is 
in the last stages of review. The 
finished volume will list 744 different 
types of boxwood in about 450 pages. 

ABS Memorial Garden: Mrs. 
Butler reported on the generally 
healthy state of plants in the Memo
rial Garden. All plants survived the 
winter well and did not suffer too 
much early spring frost damage. 

The Boxwood Bulletin and 
Membership Report: Mrs. 
Frackelton reported on the state of the 
four-times-a-year Bulletin and the 
ongoing difficulties she faces in 
finding volunteers to contribute art
icles, no matter how short, if possible 
with photographs. She also went 
through several old Bulletins and 
found that ABS membership has held 
pretty steady at around 500. 

Nominating Committee Report: 
Mr. Weber presented the following 
slate of officers and directors pro
posed by the Nominating Committee, 
which was unanimously elected. (A 
directory of current officers and 
directors is on the back of this issue.) 

President: Thomas Saunders 
1 st VP: Charles Fooks 
2nd VP: Dr. Henry Frierson 
Secretary: Sigrid G. Harriman 

. Executive Treasurer: 
Katherine Ward 
(appointed) 

Directors for a 3-year term ending 
in 2004: 

John W. Boyd III 
Walter S. Carell , Jr. 
Dr. Maury Hanson 

(Clifford Hoffman was appointed 
earlier to fill the unexpired term of 
Aubrey Zaffuto ending in 2003.) 

Year 2002 Annual ABS Meet
ing: Dale Taylor, ABS member and 
former ABS President has agreed to 
chair, organize, and prepare the 2002 
meeting of the ABS in New Jersey. 
Longwood Gardens and the Morris 
Arboretum will be part of the pro
gram. Clyde Weber has agreed to 
provide one complimentary boxwood 
cultivar 'Green Mountain ' to each 
attendee. 

The meeting adjourned at 12: 15 p.m. 

Special Meeting of 
Executive Committee, 
May 18, 2001 

A short meeting of the Executi ve 
Board was held immediately follow
ing the close of the Business Meeting 
to appoint the fifth member of the 
Executive Committee. John Boyd III 
was appointed to serve with Presi
dent, 1 st Vice President, Secretary, 
and Treasurer. The Executive Com
mittee then met and appointed the 
following to the Nominating Commit
tee: 

Clyde Weber, Chairman 
Lucille Fooks 
K. Lee Hahn 

The meeting promptly adjourned. 

Sigrid Georgii Harriman 
Secretary 
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OFFICERS 

President: 
1\ 1r. Thomas SaunJl'rs 
249S Tyl' Brook Highway 
Pinl'), Ri\'l'r. V A 22964 
Offil'l': (804) 277-5455 
E-mail: tom@saundl.rshros.com 

First Vice-President: 
1\1r. Charll's T. Fooks 
~ I 106 Johnson Road 
Salishury. MD 21804 
(410) 749-5075 

Second Vice-President: 
Dr. Henry F. Frierson. Jr. 
602 Lyons Court 
Charlottesville. VA 22902-4312 
Home: (804) 971-2033 
E-mail : hff@virginia .edu 

Secretary: 
Mrs. Sigrid G. Harriman 
1730 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg. VA 22401-5209 
Home: (540) 372-6991 

Executive Treasurer: 
Mrs. Katherine D. Ward 
P.O. Box 85 
Boyce. V A 22620-()()85 

Registrar: 
Mr. Lynn R. Batdorf 
U.S. National Arboretum 
3501 New York Ave. NE 
Washington. DC 20002-1958 
Office: (202)245-5965 
FAX: (202) 245-4575 
E-mail : batdorf@ars.usda.gov 

Editor, The Boxwood Bulletin: 
Mr. John S. McCarthy 
440 E. Lockwood #302 
St. Louis. MO 63119 
Home: (314) 962-3458 

Director, Ex-Officio: 
Dr. Michael Bowers 
Route 2 Box 210 
Boyce. V A 22620 
Office: (540) 837-1758 

DIRECTORS 

Mr. John W. Boyd III 
2612 Churchill Drive 
Roanoke. V A 24012-2126 
(540) 362-0064 

Mr. Walter S. Carell, Jr. 
47 Old Mill Rd. 
Millington. NJ 07946-1420 
(908)647-5499 

Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 
1714 Greenway Drive 
Fredericksburg. VA 22401-5209 
(540) 373-7975 

Dr. Maury Hanson 
P.O. Box 943 
Madison. V A 22727 
540-948-3875 

Mr. Clifford L. Hoffman 
56 Bonnell SI. 
Flemington. NJ 08822-1306 
(908)782-8866 

Dr. Gary Richardson 
43 Franklin SI. 
Annapolis. MD 21401 
(410) 263-1506 

Mr. Ian Robertson 
2931 Brookmere Road 
Charlottesville. VA 22901 
(804) 978-1714; Fax (804) 974-9440 

Mr. James Saunders 
2508 Tye Brook Highway 
Piney River. V A 22964 
Office: (804) 277-5455 

Mr. Clyde Weber 
281 Sumney Road 
Bentleyville. PA 15314 
Home: (724) 258-8671 

(A list of Officers and Directors is published 
at the beginning of each fiscal year.) 
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