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43rd ABS Annual Meeting, May 15-17, 2003 
Harbourtowne, St. Michaels, Maryland 

Headquarters for the 43rd ABS 
Annual Meeting will be at the Har
bourtowne Golf Resort and Confer
ence Center on the shores of Mary
land's Chesapeake Bay, a waterfront 
retreat just outside the historic town 
of St. Michaels. A picture postcard 
with a golf course and swimming 
pool in the foreground and sailboats 
in the water beyond is especially 
inviting as we go from snow to snow 
awaiting spring. 

St. Michaels was founded in 1677 
by English settlers, making it one of 
America's oldest towns. Along the 
brick walkways with tree-lined 
streets, one can admire the Colonial 
homes and steepled churches and 
browse through the antique shops, art 
galleries and boutiques. 

S1. Michaels is known as the town 
that fooled the British. In the dark 
hours of August 10, 1813, British 
barges were readied for an attack on 
the town and a fort on the harbor side. 
The forewarned residents hoisted 
lanterns to the masts of ships and in 
the tops of trees, tricking the British 
to overshoot the town with their 

NOTICE 
Boxwood Auction 

Anyone having named 
plants to offer for the annual 
Boxwood Auction, please 
notify John W. Boyd m, 
2612 Churchill Drive, 
Roanoke, VA 24012-2126, 
(540) 362-0064, email: 
boxwood 1 @ bellatlantic.net 
at once, giving name(s) of 
plant(s). He needs to make a 
list for the registrants' 
packets. 
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Schedule of Events 

Thursday, May 15,2003 
1:00 - 3:00 p.m. Registration - pick up your packets. 

3:00 - 5:00 p.m. 
7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

(Pre-registration is required.) 
Governing Board Meeting 
Wine and Cheese Reception and 
Robin Munson, speaker 

Friday, May 16,2003 
8:00 a.m. Welcome, President Charles T. Fooks 
8: 15 - 9:00 a.m. Business Meeting 
9:00 a.m. Board bus for Langdon Fann (15 min. ride) 
10: 15 a.m. Board bus for Chesapeake Bay 

11:45 a.m. 
12:00 noon 
1:00 p.m. 
3:30 p.m. 
5:30 - 7:00 p.m. 

Maritime Museum (20 min. ride) 
Board bus for Harbourtowne 
Lunch 
Board bus for The Reward (30 min. ride) 
Board bus for Harbourtowne (30 min. ride) 
ABS Auction, John W. Boyd m, 
Auctioneer 

7:00 p.m. Banquet, Mike Hemming, speaker 

Saturday, May 17, 2003 
8:30 - 9:30 a.m. Clifford Hoffman: Boxwoods 

9:30 -9:45 a.m. 
9:45 - 10:45 a.m. 

10:45 - 11 :15 a.m. 
11:I5-12:00a.m. 

Meeting adjourned 

Observed in New Jersey 
Coffee Break 
Lynn R. Batdorf: Boxwood Collecting 
Trip 
Question and answer period 
Paul Saunders: National Boxwood Trials 

cannons. Only one house was struck. 
Today it still exists as a private 
residence and is known as "The 
Cannonball House." 

The Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
Museum on Mill Street is on our tour. 
The Hooper Strait Lighthouse, on the 
grounds of the Museum, was built in 
1879 off the shore of Dorchester and 
Somerset Counties and moved to its 
present location in 1966. In addition 
there are nine exhibit buildings, built 

to house the Museum's collections 
which tell the story of the Chesapeake 
and its people. Here is found the 
world's largest collection of tradi
tional bay boats. 

We will also visit Langdon Fann 
and The Reward. The latter in Kent 
County, MD, was featured on an ABS 
Tour, May 1985 and was also on the 
Maryland House and Garden Pilgrim
age that year. This 1740 home of the 
Havenneyer family contains both 
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Flemish and English bond brickwork. 
Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' in 
abundance and in prime condition 
was admired by all . Mr. Richard 
Mahone took special note of the 
Japanese boxwood (Buxus micro
phylla var. japonica), a single-trunk 
shrub 8 feet to 10 feet high and 93 
feet in circumference by his careful 
estimate. Low growing Korean 
boxwood was an effective edging 
plant in a garden adjacent to the 
house. (We are indebted to Co
Editors Scot and Joan Butler for this 
information derived from the July 
1985 issue of The Boxwood Bulletin, 
Vol. 25, No. 1, p. 23-25.) 

The story of Langdon Fann' s 
gardens and grounds was the subject 
of an article in Southern Accents 
magazine, May-June 2002. George 
Schumacher saw the article and 
suggested to Mr. Fooks, who planned 
the meeting, that it would be a great 
place to tour. 

Landscape architect Charles J. 
Stick of Charlottesville, Virginia was 
hired to "reclaim the landscape." The 
property dates to a 1659 land patent, 
but the grand boxwood garden was 
planted in the 1920s by Mabel 
Gillespie who then owned the prop
erty . She also transformed the Mary
land farmhouse into a Georgian 
Revival manor. 

Pictured in the article is the 
magnificent entrance-a driveway to 
the house with a grove of beech and 
pine trees on either side and a back
ground of white-post-and-rail fences 
enclosing pastures. A picket fence 
and brick gate posts mark the en
trance into the manor house grounds. 

A view of the house with a great 
expanse of lawn is bordered by 
handsome American boxwood with 
the appearance of billowy English 
boxwood. 

There are many "rooms" with turf 
pathways leading from one to 
another. Beds edged in steel and 
'Green Gem' boxwood, trimmed to 
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Registration 

The registration fee 
including meetings, bus 
transportation and meals 
listed on the schedule is $155 
per person, $180 for non
members. 

DEADLINE is April 18, 
2003. Please fill out the 
enclosed Registration Form 
and return to Mrs. Robert L. 
Frackelton, 1714 Greenway 
Drive, Fredericksburg, V A 
22401-5209, to arrive before 
the deadline. (The deadline 
for Harbourtowne reserva
tions is April 15.) 

10" by 10", border a bed of 'Iceberg' 
roses in the form of an ellipse. 

An arbor, inspired by those at 
Monticello, is found in the vegetable 
cutting garden. The arbor was made 
from locust poles brought up from 
Virginia and structured without using 
a single nail. The massive perennial 
garden has some 86 varieties. 

How to Get There 

From the Chesapeake Bay 
Bridge travel on Rt. 50 toward 
Easton, turn right onto Easton 
By-Pass (Rt. 322). After 
several lights turn right onto 
Rt. 33. Continue for ten miles 
to St. Michaels. Travel 11/2 
miles west of center of town. 
Turn right into the Harbour
towne entrance. Follow signs 
to the resort. 

From the Delaware Mem
orial Bridge follow Rt. 13 
south to Rt. 50 and follow 
directions from the Chesa
peake Bay Bridge. 

A central axis path leads behind 
the house to the water. A pair of cedar 
trees at the water' s edge is said to 
indicate there may have been such an 
axis earlier. 

There is a mass of English box
wood near the house believed to be a 
century old--one or several grown 
together. 

It all begins Thursday, May 15, at 
Harbourtowne. Registrants may pick 
up packets 1-3 p.m. The Governing 
Board will meet 3-5 p.m. There will 
be a Wine and Cheese Reception 
from 7-9 p.m. and a speaker. 

Among our speakers are Robin 
Munson, Mike Hemming, Paul 
Saunders, Clifford Hoffman and Lynn 
Batdorf. Robin Munson will intro
duce us to the history of Talbot 
County, Maryland. 

Mike Hemming of the Eastern 
Shore Nursery of Maryland is the 
grandson of Ernest Hemming of 
Canterbury Nurseries, Incorporated. 
(See the booklet reprinted in The 
Boxwood Bulletin, Vol. 42, No. 3, p. 
54.) Mike was in the Navy and a 
photographer before he returned 
home to work with his father, Sam 
Hemming, who for many years wrote 
a popular column in the American 
Nurseryman. Mike himself writes a 
column "This Business of Ours" for 
the Free-State Nursery & Landscape 
News (quarterly). This is the same 
title his father used. 

Paul Saunders, founder of 
Saunders Nurseries and father of 
seven VPI & State U graduates will 
report on his National Boxwood 
Trials project. 

Clifford Hoffman, a member since 
1991, is an ABS Director. He will 
speak on boxwood he has observed in 
New Jersey. 

Lynn R. Batdorf, Registrar for the 
ABS International Registration 
Authority for Buxus and horticul
turist for the U.S. National Arbor
etum's National Collection of Buxus, 
author of the Boxwood Handbook: A 
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Practical Guide to Knowing and 
Growing Boxwood and the upcoming, 
Boxwood: An Illustrated Encyclope
dia , wiJI speak on his boxwood 
collecting trip into Georgia, 
Azerbaijan, Russia and Ukraine. 

REGISTRANTS are responsible 
for lodging and any meals not 

specified. Rooms are being held until 
April 15 at Harbourtowne Golf Resort 
and Conference Center, S1. Michaels, 
MD (410) 745-9066 for the nights of 
Thursday, May 15, and Friday, May 
16, at the rate of $189 per night single 
or double (includes breakfast). This is 
where the meetings wiJI take place. 

Boxwood in Nature 
Travels to Azerbaijan and Georgia in 2002 
Henry F. Frierson, Jr., MD 

The results of the highly success
ful boxwood expedition to Georgia in 
200 I, conceived and organized by Dr. 
Tomasz Anisko, curator of plants at 
Longwood Gardens, Kennett Square, 
PA, have been described by Dr. 
Anisko (Boxwood Bulletin vol. 42:34-
38, 2002 and Boxwood Expedition to 
Georgia, Longwood Gardens, 200 I) 
and Charles Fooks (Boxwood Bulletin 
vol. 42: 12-15, 2002). The knowledge 
that exploring other areas in the 
Caucasus likely would yield addi
tional important gennplasm of Buxus 
led Dr. Anisko in collaboration with 
Dr. Marina Mosulishvili, senior 
botanist at the Institute of Botany of 
the Georgia Academy of Sciences 
(Tbilisi , Georgia), to organize a 
second expedition to Georgia and the 
neighboring countries of Azerbaijan, 
Russia, and Ukraine. Our travels 
during the latter part of the trip to 
southern Russia and Ukraine have 
been described in The Boxwood 
Bulletin (vol. 42: 27-33,2(02). Here 
our findings of boxwood in Azer
baijan and Georgia wiJI be summa
rized. 

On June 7, 2002, I arrived in 
Baku, Azerbaijan at midnight, 24 
hours later than planned due to a 
flight cancellation. The following day 
I traveled approximately 150 miles 
south to rendezvous with the other 
members of the group that included 
Dr. Anisko, Dr. Mosulishvili, Lynn 
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Batdorf, Dave WiJliams, and our 
Azeri hosts. We were indeed privi
leged to have as our guide and 
mentor, Prof. Vagid Gadjiev, Director 
of the Institute of Botany, Azerbaijan 
National Academy of Sciences in 
Baku. Prof. Gadjiev had served as the 
Director of the Institute for many 
years, written the definitive work on 
the flora of Azerbaijan, and had been 
an esteemed botanist in the former 
Soviet Union. My ride from Baku 
along the central Caspian coast was 
largely through barren semidesert 
until Masalli where in the fertile Talis 
region the climate became almost 
subtropical . The Talis mountains in 
Azerbaijan contain small stands of B. 
hyrcana (almost exclusively, as we 
would discover, around Moslem holy 
places) which also grows in parts of 
neighboring Iran. B. hyrcana was 
fonnerly classified as a subspecies of 
B. sempervirens, B. sempervirens 
subsp. hyrcana (Lynn Batdorf, 
Boxwood: An Illustrated Encyclope
dia , in press). 

Upon my arrival at the Xanbulaq 
lake retreat, a few miles south of 
Lenkoran, the group had just returned 
from the Hyrcean Nature Preserve, 
known for its ironwood trees, 
Parrotia persica. Nearby, nine col
lections of cuttings and seeds of B. 
hyrcana had been obtained. Some of 
the cuttings were from plants growing 
among others estimated to be 250 

Other motels close by are Best 
Western (410) 745-3333 in St. 
Michaels and Holiday Inn Express 
(410) 919-6500 or Comfort Inn (410) 
820-8333, both in Easton about 10 
miles from S1. Michaels. 

years of age that were located at an 
old grave site. The boxwood observed 
on this day included trees up to 30 
feet tall. 

On June 9, we traveled on the road 
along the valley of the Lenkoran 
River west to Lerik where, as we 
ascended into the Talis hills, we 
observed groves of boxwood sur
rounding a mosque and cemetery 

Fig. 1. This B. hyrcana tree was 
growing on the grounds of a Moslem 
mosque on the road to Lerik, 
Azerbaijan. 
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(Fig. I). The dense thicket of box
wood largely housed 20th-century 
graves. The following day we made 
10 collections of B. hyrcana in 
cemeteries just northwest of Astara, 
the most southern city in Azerbaijan 
nestled along the Caspian Sea and at 
the border with Iran. It was clear that 
the populations of B. hyrcana in the 
Talis region were centered around 
Moslem cemeteries and that the 
species was considered to be sacred. 
The finding of stands of B. hyrcana at 
religious sites led to the question of 
whether they had been planted there 
or whether they arose naturally and 
were therefore protected as holy sites 
(Figs. 2 and 3). We sunnised that the 
populations of boxwood at some of 
these sites were so extensive that it 
was likely that they were native to 
these specific areas. 

On June II we departed Astara to 
return to Baku, and then took a night 
train through the broad dry steppe of 
central Azerbaijan to Thilisi, Georgia. 
We were indeed grateful to Prof. 
Gadjiev and his colleagues for their 
great hospitali ty, organization, and 
sharing of their knowledge of box
wood and other flora of Azerbaijan. 

The next 14 days were spent 
traversing Georgia under the tutelage 
of Dr. Mosulishvili . During this time 
we experienced climates ranging 
from subtropical to alpine. We 
witnessed many landscapes that 
included lush forests , Black Sea 
beaches, snow-capped mountains, 
vineyards, rivers, caves, and remote 
villages. 

In Georgia, boxwood (Bza in 
Georgian; Samshit in Russian; 
Sumshat in Azerbaijani) grows 
naturally up to an altitude of approxi
mately I ()()() meters in the Colchian 
forests of the subtropical western part 
of the country, and is not found in the 
natural habitats of the semi-desert 
eastern portion or in the high moun
tains of the Lesser and Greater 
Caucasus. Boxwood is planted in 
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Fig. 2. Professor Vagid Gadjiev (on left) confers with a local citizen of the 
Talis region about the Buxus plantings in a Moslem cemetery. 

Fig. 3. This boxwood "wish" tree in a cemetery near Astara, Azerbaijan is 
filled with ribbons from people hoping that their wishes or prayers would 
come true. 

churchyards all over the country; we 
also noted numerous plantings in 
commercial downtown Thilisi. In our 
search for interesting boxwood 
gennplasm we visited many ancient 
churches (6th to 16th-century), and 

found boxwood at Zarzma and 
Skhalta, among others. At the 
Monastery of St. Nino, Convent of 
Bodbe near the town of Signakhi we 
saw an old allte of boxwood; in 
addition, in a more recent planting we 
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discovered a single small dense plant 
whose new foliage was sky blue, 
contrasting with the dark green of the 
mature leaves (Fig. 4). Fortunately, 
we were granted permission to take 
cuttings, but we received no informa
tion about the origin of this plant. 

Dr. Anisko was particularly 
interested in learning about the 
religious importance and usage of 
boxwood, and he interviewed many 
monks, nuns, and others affiliated 
with the Georgian Orthodox church 
(Fig. 5). We learned that Buxus was 
truly a holy plant in Georgia and its 
religious importance likely predated 
the introduction of Christianity to 
Georgia in the 4th century A.D. We 
were told that in the Georgian Bible, 
it is stated that Jesus entered Jerusa
lem on branches of palm and box
wood placed on the road by believers. 
Today in Georgia, boxwood cuttings, 
symbolic of Christ, are taken at 
Easter, and placed in dry containers in 
homes, churches, commercial 
buildings, etc., for one year until the 
next Easter when they are replaced 
with fresh cuttings (Fig. 6). At almost 
every church that we visited we saw 
sprigs of boxwood placed over 
religious icons and paintings (Figs. 7 
and 8). Buxus plants are sometimes 
planted in cemeteries as ornamental 
evergreens, but in this setting they 
have no particular religious signifi
cance. Boxwood timber is used for 
carvings of small crosses and other 
religious symbols to wear as neck
laces. We purchased several of these 
carvings from the gift shop at a 
historic church in Tbilisi. Today it is 
actually illegal to harvest boxwood 
timber. Unfortunately, some such 
timber had been cut about 1O-l2 
years ago during a time of marked 
political instability. 

In searching for new germplasm 
in nature, we travelled over a large 
portion of western Georgia with the 
exception of Abkhazia and nearby 
regions (Fig. 9). Although Abkhazia 
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Fig. 4. This small planted boxwood at the Monastery of St. Nino. Georgia, had vivid 
light blue new growth in contrast to the dark green foliage of the mature leaves. 

Fig. 5. A lengthy discussion regarding the religious significance of boxwood 
was held with a monk here at the J 4th-century Zarvna Church. 

was known to contain interesting sites 
of boxwood, the area was still too 
politically unstable for us to explore it 
safely. At Akhaltsikhe (in southern 
Georgia near Turkey), we were met 
by Dr. Zurab Manvelidze, head of the 
Conservation Department of the 
Batumi Botanical Garden, who not 

only served as our guide in the 
region, but who also graciously 
provided us rooms and exquisite 
meals in his home during our several 
days in Batumi. Just before we 
arrived there, we stopped near the 
small village of Kakrdz Tsiskard 
where we found masses of boxwood 
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Fig. 6. At Easter in Georgia. 
boxwood sprigs are placed in 
containers in churchs. homes. and 
even commercial buildings such as 
this bank. until they are replaced by 
fresh cuttings the following Easter. 

Fig. 7. Sprigs of boxwood were 
usually placed over paintings in 
Georgian churches such as this one 
at Sapara. 

Fig. 8. Abundant boxwood (not shown here) was seen on the grounds of the 
Skhalta Church in west Georgia. 
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growing along both banks of a small 
river (Fig. to). As we would observe 
at other locations, the plants grew 
directly along the water, and at times 
when the water rose, were undoubt
edly in the water. Here, we saw 
perhaps the greatest diversity of 
Buxus plants, whose leaves varied 
greatly in size and shape (Fig. 11). 
We took cuttings from about a dozen 
specimens, but tragically the live 
samples were destroyed by USDA 
inspectors in New York upon receipt 
of our shipment from Batumi (some 
suitable as herbarium specimens were 
recovered); the leaves of these 
cuttings had contained some rust, 
harmless to boxwood, that we had 
attempted to clean thoroughly, but 
which likely had become more 
noticeable during the Atlantic transit. 
Interestingly, we saw little overt 
evidence of boxwood pests such as 
psyJJid and leaf miner on plants here 
or anywhere else in the Caucasus. 

While in Batumi (the most 
important city in the semi-autono
mous Achara region), we toured the 
Botanical Garden, located a few miles 
north of the city between the Black 
Sea and the hills . The garden was 
begun in 1912 by Professor Alexei 
Krasnov, who envisioned that the 
subtropical Acharan coast would 
become a Georgian Riviera. In 
addition to native plants, the gardens 
showcased flora from other conti
nents. 

Several miles north of Batumi and 
east of Cakua, we explored a pro
tected area of Buxus forest traversed 
by rivers and streams and laden with 
waterfalls. Here the boxwood draped 
steep slopes. Unfortunately, our 
excursion was inhibited somewhat by 
a torrential rain. 

We next travelled east to Kutaisi, 
the second largest city in Georgia, 
where we were met by our guide Dr. 
Shamil Shetekauri , a plant taxonomist 
at the Institute of Botany of the 
Georgia Academy of Sciences in 
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Fig. 9. Dr. Marina Mosulishvili, Dave Williams, Dr. Tomasz Anisko, and 
Lynn Batdorf walk over a bridge in southwestern Georgia. 

Fig. 10. Perhaps the greatest diversity of boxwood was seen along the banks 
of this small river near the small village Kakrdz Tsiskard in western Georgia. 

Thilisi, and an expert on alpine 
plants. On June 20, we explored the 
Samegrelo region, located between 
the Black Sea, the Svaneti region, and 
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the rivers Rioni, Tskhenistskali, and 
Enguri. Near the village Inchkhuri, 
we found Buxus growing along the 
small river Abasha and on steep 

limestone slopes adjacent to an 
abandoned limestone quarry and kiln . 
We next traveled a short distance to a 
site along the river Tsatchkhura, 
which was an extremely scenic 
environment, as the fantastic river 
gorge was filled with limestone and 
Buxus. The loud rushing of the water 
was assisted by days of heavy rain . 
Disappointingly, our trekking here 
was cut short due to the downpour 
and the perception that the area might 
be unsafe. 

On June 21, we headed north from 
Kutaisi to spend a night in Shovi , 
Racha in the Greater Caucasus 
mountains near the Mamisoni Pass to 
Russia. Along the way we took 
cuttings from boxwood located in the 
Nakerala pass between the regions 
Imereti and Racha. 

Later, we travelled to the village 
Nikortsminda, Racha, where close by 
we found boxwood growing in the 
Sharaula River gorge adjacent to an 
old hydroelectric plant. We inspected 
plants along the river, and observed 
small boxwood living on limestone 
rocks within the river (Fig. 12). Some 
of the Buxus in this very wet and 
shaded environment had branches 
that were covered with moss. We 
noted that some plants, varying in 
height up to about to feet tall , were 
distinguished by having flaking bark, 
a striking and unique appearance, 
which had never been seen by any of 
us before (Fig. 13). 

We wondered if this exfoliation 
was due to the moist environmental 
conditions or whether it was a natural 
characteristic of the plants. Cuttings 
from a couple of these specimens 
were taken with the hope that this 
question would be answered in future 
years. If the flaking bark is truly 
reflective of the plant's genetics, then 
a paper birch-like cultivar of box
wood would indeed be exceptional. 

Two days later, we visited the 
Sataplia Nature Reserve located five 
miles west of Kutaisi (Fig. 14). The 
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Fig. 11. These cuttings show the variability in leaves from different plants 
found along the small river near Kakrdz Tsiskard. 

Fig. 12. This small boxwood plant was growing on a rock in a river near the 
village Nikortsminda in Georgia. 

reserve, created about 1935, con
tained a 175-acre boxwood forest, a 
stone outcropping with dinosaur 
footprints from 120 million years ago, 
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and caves. Fonnerly, the boxwood 
forest here had been damaged by 
limestone mining and its timber had 
been harvested in the 19th century to 

be used as wooden parts in the textile 
industry . By serendipity, we learned 
about the famous Georgian artist from 
Kutaisi, Arsen Pochkhua (born 1923), 
whose works in boxwood, bone, and 
crystal had been featured in muse
ums, catalogs and books, and several 
TV and radio programs. His book, 
Arsen Pochkhua, Carving on Box
wood, Bone, Crystal and Drawing 
(Thilisi, 1987) contains numerous 
illustrations of his sculpture. When 
we were informed that, although Mr. 
Pochkhua had died a few years 
earlier, his widow had a house 
museum exhibiting his work, we 
immediately headed back to Kutaisi 
to view the remarkable collection 
(Fig. 15). When we arrived, Mrs. 
Pochkua kindly allowed a tour of the 
gallery and educated us about her 
husband's career. Mr. Pochkhua had 
played viola in the Thilisi Symphony 
Orchestra for 40 years and had been 
an instructor at the Musical College. 
He began carving CoIchian boxwood 
in 1953. His work consisted of 
multi figured compositions and, 
especially, portraits in high relief of 
famous people such as writers, poets, 
musicians, and politicians (Tolstoy, 
Pushkin, Chopin, Hemingway, and 
many others including Georgians). 
We were indeed stunned by the size, 
number, and intricacy of the carved 
works. 

On our last day of specimen 
collecting, we took cuttings and seeds 
from plants in a boxwood forest not 
far from Kutaisi on a hill directly 
above the famous Gelati Church 
complex originally constructed in 
1106. Our final seed collections were 
obtained from boxwood at the 
Motsameta monastery, overlooking 
the beautiful Tskhaltsitela river gorge. 

In total, 25 collections of Georgian 
boxwood cuttings and seed were 
obtained and successfully transported 
back to the United States. The seeds 
will be genninated and the cuttings 
rooted at Longwood Gardens, 
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Fig. 13. Flaking bark was conspicuous on some boxwood growing along the river banks near Nikortsminda. 

Fig. 14. A boxwood timber specimen 
was grouped on a wall with examples 
of other timber at the headquarters 
building in the Sataplia Nature 
Reserve. 
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Fig. 15. The boxwood carvings by the artist Arsen Pochkhua hung on walls at 
the house museum in Kutaisi. 

75 



Woodland Nursery, and the U.S. 
National Arboretum. 

Our spectacular exploration of 
Georgia could not have taken place 
without the detailed itinerary com
piled by Dr. Mosulishvili, who shared 
her knowledge and kindness at all 

times. Although two Buxus collect
ing trips to Georgia have now taken 
place, the country still has areas to 
investigate for novel and interesting 
gennplasm. Another venture to the 
country is anticipated in the near 
future , and it is hoped that political 

tensions in Abkhazia and the neigh
boring area of Svaneti will have 
calmed to enable travel to these 
beautiful and boxwood-rich sites. 

Maryland House and Garden Pilgrimage for 2003 
Gardens, Houses and Landmarks open April 26-May 18 

Now in its 66th year, the Mary
land House and Garden Pilgnmage 
will offer visitors the chance to tour 
some of Maryland' s finest houses, 
gardens, and historic landmarks. 
More than 75 exceptional properties 
will be open April 26 through May 
18, 2003, on seven separate tours 
covering the Eastern Shore counties 
of Dorchester (April 26) and Queen 
Anne' s (April 27); Anne Arundel 
County, on the Western Shore (May 
3); the Baltimore City area neighbor
hood of Dickeyville (May 4); St. 
Mary 's, the southernmost county in 
Maryland (May 10); Washington 
County, in Western Maryland (May 
17); and the Baltimore County 
neighborhood of Bare Hills (May 18). 

As in previous years, each of the 
seven Pilgrimage tours will represent 
virtually every period of American 
history, from earliest Colonial times 
to the present day. This year's 
properties include Brick House Farm, 
a Greek Revival brick dwelling in 
Anne Arundel County dating back to 
1699 and listed on the National 
Register; Quiet Water Farm, in mid-
18th-century Queen Anne style, 
overlooking Mitchell's Cove in 
Dorchester County; and Middleton 
Farm House, a recently completed 
home that combines many of the 
architectural elements of traditional 
Tidewater fann houses with a 
contemporary layout of large open 
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rooms. Visitors will be fascinated by 
this widespread practice of incorpo
rating updated interiors and amenities 
into older and historically significant 
structures. For example, in Baltimore 
City'S historic neighborhood of 
Dickeyville, an 1840 mill worker's 
house has the original bull pine 
flooring but also a rear section that is 
a combined kitchen and family room, 
filled with folk art and Americana 
while in Baltimore County, Revelry, 
built at the tum of the century near 
Lake Roland, now sports a new wing 
and a glass tower in the center of the 
house, while warm-weather visitors 
can enjoy the stone terraces, rock 
gardens, and swimming pond. 

Many of the properties on these 
tours have received recognition in a 
variety of ways: by being included on 
the National Register of Historic 
Places, by receiving historic preserva
tion awards from the American Insti
tute of Architects, national garden 
club awards, and design awards such 
as the one given to internationally 
recognized architect Marcel Breuer 
for a remarkable stone structure with 
glass walls overlooking Lake Roland 
and the surrounding woods of the 
Robert E. Lee Park. 

Along with a remarkable variety 
of houses, the Pilgrimage tours 
feature gardens of all designs and 
sizes. These include a garden orga
nized around a large koi pond, 

outstanding perennial gardens, 
woodland gardens and wildflower 
walks, rock gardens and azalea 
glades, gardens featuring only plants 
native to Maryland, kitchen and 
cutting gardens, and the terraced 
hillside gardens of Dickeyville, one 
of which has received a National 
Wildlife Federation Backyard 
Wildlife Habitat Certification. 

Proceeds from Pilgrimage tours 
benefit the restoration of important 
buildings and gardens throughout 
Maryland. Visitors can obtain a flier 
outlining the tour dates by calling the 
Pilgrimage office at (410) 821 -7627 
or by accessing the Pilgrimage 
website at www.mhgp.org or by e
mail at mhgp@aol.com. A compre
hensive guidebook, available by 
March 10, may be obtained by 
sending $4 to Maryland House and 
Garden Pilgrimage, 1I05A Provi
dence Road, Towson, MD 21286-
1790, or by picking it up free of 
charge at the Pilgrimage Headquar
ters. 

Properties on each day ' s tour will 
be open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., rain 
or shine. Tickets for each day's tour 
cost $25 and may be purchased in 
advance or at any house on the day of 
the tour. Visitors wanting infonnation 
about overnight accommodations in 
each tour location can call either the 
chainnan of each tour or the Pilgrim
age office, (410) 821-7627. 
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2003 Historic Garden Week in Virginia, April 19-27 
This Year Emphasis is on History 

As always, this year's Garden 
Week will feature fascinating histori
cal footnotes among the many beauti
ful properties open throughout Vir
ginia, from April 19-27. Houses and 
gardens featured tell the interesting 
stories of Virginians from the 17th 
through the 21st centuries. A number 
have intriguing links to the Revolu
tionary War, the Civil War, and the 
Victorian era. 

While watching for the retreat of 
General Robert E. Lee 's soldiers from 
Gettysburg, Union troops enjoyed 
panoramic views of the town of Front 
Royal from the portico of a "Gone 
With the Wind" mansion, open on the 
April 26 Warren County tour. An 
1815 dwelling on the April 25 Peters
burg tour was headquarters for Union 
officers during the Siege of Peters
burg and for a Court of Inquiry into 

mistakes made during this engage
ment. 

The Jacobean-style church where 
George and Martha Washington are 
said to have been married will be the 
luncheon location for The Ashland 
Garden Club's April 26 tour in his
toric New Kent County. St. Peter's 
Parish Church, the church of Mar
tha's youth, will celebrate its 300th 
anniversary as part of the tour and 

The peaceful woodland setting of St. Peter 's Parish 
Church, where Martha Washington worshiped as a child, 
will be the lunche.on location for The Ashland Garden 
Club tour in New Kent County on April 26. 

English boxwood and a sunken garden are features of 
historic Cumberland Farm, a highlight of the April 26 
New Kent County tour. 
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Highfield's boxwood gardens, open on the April 23 and 24 Warrenton tour, 
feature a magnificent view of the Blue Ridge Mountains. 

The original boxwood-lined gardens on this two-acre estate, open for the 
April 24 Richmond tour, were designed by noted landscape architect Charles 
F. Gillette. 

will be decorated in the style of an 
early 18th-century wedding. 

One of the finest properties on the 
New Kent County tour is Cumberland 
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Farm, part of an original 1,500-acre 
grant given to Richard Littlepage in 
1663. During the Revolutionary War, 
three bronze cannon were placed on 

the heights of the farm to protect the 
Pamunkey River. Later, during the 
1862 Peninsular Campaign of the 
Civil War, General George McClellan 
made this his headquarters. The 
extensive grounds feature fine old 
English boxwood gardens, a brick
enclosed sunken rose garden, and 
lovely perennial beds. 

"Three Centuries of Homes and 
Gardens" is the theme of the April 25 
tour in Essex County, sponsored by 
The Garden Club of the Middle 
Peninsula. One of the six historic 
properties open that day, Wheatland, 
is sited on a bluff overlooking a bend 
in the Rappahannock River and 
contains one of the very few surviv
ing steamboat wharves in the Chesa
peake watershed. English boxwood 
lines the walkway down to the river, 
and many of the plantation's box
wood were purchased decades ago for 
the restoration of Colonial Williams
burg gardens and taken away by 
barge. 

Highfield, a highlight of the April 
23 and 24 Warrenton tour, is noted 
for its boxwood and for being a 
horticultural delight, both inside and 
out. The gardens, based on the 
original landscape plans by Rose 
Greely, consist of rooms with box
wood "walls" above stone founda
tions. "Kingsville" boxwood abounds 
throughout the gardens, and the 
"Secret Garden" was created with 
boxwood and yew. Splendid views of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains are 
enjoyed from the stone terrace around 
the swimming pool, restored by the 
present owners, Count and Countess 
Peder Bonde, whose family crest of a 
Viking ship is etched on the bottom. 
Many of the botanical water colors 
painted by Clarissa Bonde that adorn 
the interior were exhibited at the 80th 
anniversary meeting of the American 
Horticultural Society. 

The hand of noted landscape 
architect Charles R. Gillette is always 
visible in many of the lovely gardens 
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Westover Plantation. containing some of America's oldest English boxwood 
gardens. graces the cover of the 2003 Historic Garden Week in Virginia 
guidebook. 

Boxwood from Wheatland. on the April 25 tour in Essex County. were moved 
by barge decades ago for the restoration of Colonial Williamsburg gardens. 
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featured on Garden Week tours . On 
the April 24 event in Richmond 's 
scenic Cary Street Corridor, a 
gracious brick colonial-style house 
commands a magnificent site on two 
acres high above the James River and 
is set amid the framework of an old 
garden designed by Gillette. Box
wood-lined pathways wind by statues 
and a flowing fountain in the front to 
a rose garden and an enclosed secret 
garden. The estate, at 2 15 Ampthi ll 
Road, is owned by Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles M. Johnson. 

Historic Westover Plantation , 
appropriately, graces the cover of the 
2003 guidebook for Historic Garden 
Week's 70th anniversary. Westover 's 
basic garden plan is believed to be 
original to the 18th century, wi th 
symmetrical arrangements of garden 
beds within a grid of walks. A wide 
and long central allee leads from the 
brick manor house to the James 
River, and large, ancient English and 
American boxwood are integral to the 
entire garden design. The grounds are 
still protected by wrought-iron gates 
hung by William Byrd in 1709 and 
known to be the finest set of l8th
century gates in this country . 
Westover Plantation is one of the 
charter houses open annually for 
Garden Week since the event 's first 
year. Since then, Garden Week has 
grown to become the largest house 
and garden tour event of its kind in 
the nation, attracting approximately 
40,000 visitors statewide from 
throughout the United States and 
abroad. 

Additional information about 
Garden Week' s 70th anni versary 
tours is available on the website, 
www.vagardenweek.org. and in the 
guidebook, which may be obtained by 
mailing a $5 donation to Historic 
Garden Week, 12 East Franklin 
Street, Richmond, VA 23219. 
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Garden Day on the Eastern Shore rJA), April 26, 2003 
The Garden Club of the Eastern Shore 

The Garden Club of the Eastern 
Shore will present its Garden Day on 
April 26, 2003. There are seven 
houses, points of interest and Kerr 
Place on display. Three places 
featuring boxwood are: 

Eyre Hall 
Built in sections beginning in 

1735, and continuing through 1790, 
Eyre Hall has become the lovely 
mansion it is today; its gardens have 
surely grown and ebbed and grown 
again from that period and continue 
evolving to the present. Luckily for 
the garden, the tenth generation 
owner, Furlong Baldwin, has over
seen the renewal and restoration of 
his wonderful eighteenth-century 
box wood garden that was begun by 
his ancestor, John Eyre. Beginning 
with a careful annual plucking and 
trimming, the clear geometric outlines 
of the boxwood have gradually 
reappeared, and the smoothly raked 
sand walks are a pleasure to stroll at 
any season. Many lovely old 
Lagerstroemia indica (crape myrtle) 
and Magnolia grandiflora trees give 
height and interest to the design. 

Ten years ago, Mr. Baldwin chose 
Donna Hackman to design and plant 
mixed borders within the eighteenth
century framework of boxwood 
rooms enclosed by the existing brick 
and picket walls . The resulting 
combination of very old horticultural 
bones with very new and interesting 
botanical introductions make Eyre 
Hall garden a wonderful place to visit 
for color, fonn and inspiration for all 
gardeners. The plants are chosen for 
height, color, size and texture of 
bloom and leaf, plus interest through
out the year. There is always some
thing new to see, and the garden is 
kept in beautiful order. 
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As Garden Week visitors exit the 
house, they see the ruins of an early 
nineteenth-century orangery on the 
left and adjacent to the enclosed 
garden. Built in 1819 with three 
fireplaces on the north side of the 
interior wall, it produced lemons and 
oranges for the Eyre table by 1830. 
The remaining soft brick walls have 
been sculptured by wind and rain, but 
still protect oleanders and figs on the 
south side from the worst freezes . 
Immediately behind the orangery is 
the family graveyard, which should 
also be visited. 

Of interest to Garden Week 
gardening visitors particularly are 
those plants which usually are in 
bloom for the tour. In the front to 
mid-border, the late blooming tulips 
in various colors plus Narcissus 
species as well as lilac-pink to purple 
Allium, Dutch iris, blue Scilla 
campanulata, Muscari (grape hya
cinth) and blue Camassia represent 
the bulbs. As the tulips are a favorite 
meal of the wood voles , they are 
planted each fall in wire baskets for 
protection. The other bulbs do not 
seem to be interesting to rodents. In 
the front of the borders are found 
pansies in various colors blending 
nicely with Dianthus (pinks and 
carnations), and Epimedium 
(barrenwort) foliage. 

Mixed in to blend well are the 
perennials and small shrubs with 
interesting or colorful leaves. 
Amsonia hubrectii blooms blue and 
has wonderful fine green foliage and 
shares the borders with Anemone 
coronaria, true Geranium and Salvia. 
Verbena and Phlox divaricata 
(woodland phlox) color the ground 
and towering Euphorbia give grand 
color with their unusual bracts. 

The backbone and weight of the 

mixed borders are the shrubs, and 
during Garden Week, the Spirea and 
Weigela are wonderful. Deutzia, 
Viburnum and Loropetalum contrib
ute white to pale pink, and of course, 
there are shrub and old-fashioned 
roses. Kerria adds an egg yellow to 
the mix and the Acer japonica 
(Japanese maples) have both red and 
bright green leaves. Barberries 
contribute excellent leaf color as well. 
Trained on the walls are climbing 
roses and vines; particularly interest
ing Clematis cultivars and Lonicera 
sempervirens twine and bloom. 

There is a large garden gate along 
the back wall of the garden opening 
onto a wide grass walk through the 
woodland going straight to Eyreville 
Creek. Planted along this walk are 
various Narcissus cultivars at the base 
of the mixed deciduous forest. This is 
a perfectly beautiful area, and garden 
visitors should make sure not to miss 
it. 

This Garden Week, take a long 
time to stroll through the garden and 
admire all the lovely flowers. Mr. 
Baldwin will be in and around the 
house during the tour and can answer 
any and all questions about the 
history of the garden. Mrs. Hackman 
will be in the garden to answer 
questions about the plants and their 
cultural needs, so do look for her 
there. Hopefully you will take away 
with you ideas for your garden and 
the knowledge that these plants can 
all be grown successfully here on the 
Eastern Shore. Eyre Hall Garden is a 
treasure for us all to enjoy. 

Wareham 
Wareham, open for the first time, 

has many interesting features. A large 
glassed-in porch leads to three garden 
"rooms." Statues of the four seasons 
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Boxwood garden at Eyre Hall. 

surround the centerpiece fountain in 
the water garden. Korean boxwood, 
trimmed into neat balls, Hydrangea 
'PeeGee' and Liriope complement 
this garden of brick walkways and 
edging. 

The kitchen garden on the side was 
planned and laid out by the owners 
and their children. 

Mt. Hope 
Mt. Hope, situated above a high 

bank overlooking the "upper reaches" 
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Statues of the Four Seasons 
accentuate the boxwood garden at 
Wareham. 

of Nassawador Creek, is a clapboard 
house of modified Eastern Shore 
design, built in the 1830s. A large 
English boxwood at the front entrance 

Korean boxwood enhance this formal 
garden at Wareham. 

provides a welcome to visitors. 
English boxwood also defines the 
rose garden which extends toward the 
creek from the back entrance. 
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NOTICES 

Work Day at ABS Memorial Garden 
Joan Butler is scheduling work days at the ABS 

Memorial Garden at Blandy Experimental Farm for 
Saturday. April 12. Wednesday. April 16. and Saturday. 
April 19. Please choose your day(s) and notify Joan 
Butler. 107 Cottage Drive. Winchester. VA 22603. phone 
(540) 665-5879. If you have to cancel. please let her 
know. Come equipped with gloves. pruners and weeders 
and bring your lunch for a work day in the ABS Memorial 
Garden. Soft drinks and water will be provided. This is a 
chance for gaining practical experience about pruning and 
care as well as contributing to the appearance and well
being of the boxwood in the ABS Memorial Garden. 

NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

New Members for the Year 2002-2003 

Dr. J. W. Apperson Germantown. TN 
Camile Bathurst Prospect. KY 
J. Keith Beazley Colonial Heights. VA 
Birmingham Bot. Garden Library 

W. R. Bishop 
Bob Carlson 

Birmingham. AL 
Lookout Mountain. GA 
South Salem. NY 

Xavier Tercelin deJoigny Mons. Belgium 
Daniel and Sandara Dollar Warrensville. NC 
Joseph B. Doyle Atlanta. GA 
John Elkins Durham. NC 
Tom ElIiston Berryville. V A 
Harry F. Gates Washington, DC 
Douglas and Casandra Glass Clifton Forge, V A 
Constance Fox Gray Winston-Salem, NC 
Green Animals Topiary Garden Portsmouth, RI 
Bob Hartman Newark, NJ 
Donald Henley New York, NY 
Harvey W. Holland, Jr. Pelzer, NC 
Mrs. Carol Innes Charlottesville, VA 
Laurie Jamerson Madison Heights, VA 
Melanie S. Johnson Burke, VA 
Bonnie Jordan Cofield, NC 
Joseph S. King Radford, VA 
Paul R. Knight Ridgewood, NJ 
John Lockewood Atlanta, GA 
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Dues Reminder 
Last year for the first time in many years dues 

were increased effective for the year May I . 2002 
through April 30. 2003. These new dues are 
$35.00 for individuals and institutions. $50.00 for 
family memberships. $75.00 for contributing and 
$100.00 for sustaining. 

The ABS year runs May 1 through April 30. 
Those joining later in the year will receive any 
back issues for that current year. Membership 
notices will be sent out in April. 

Roy W. Mann, Jr. 
Karen A. McIsaac 
WilIiam T. Moore 
Dr. Marina MosulishviIi 
Charles H. O'Donnell 
Mrs. Harold R. Pryor 
David and Cindi Reid 
David Reitwiessner 
Harry A. Rissitto 
Kathryn Sharp 
Robert Sims 
Kathy Smart 
Alison Sproule 
David or Dorothy Stevens 
Elizabeth Stevens 
Lesley Stricker 
Michael D. Sugg 
Bessie J. Taylor 
Jackie Thiron 
Mrs. Clark T. Todd, Jr. 
Rudy Trefay 
Walter Washington 
Robin D. Zisk 

Rome,GA 
Charlotte, NC 
Martinsville, V A 
Thilisi, Georgia 
ElIicott City, MD 
King George, V A 
Cincinnati,OH 
New Fairfield, CN 
Washington, DC 
Gig Harbor, W A 
Alamo, TN 
Boyce, VA 
Victoria, B.C., Canada 
Philadelphia, PA 
Washington, DC 
Pleasantville, NY 
Piscathway, NJ 
Semora, NC 
Stekene, Belgium 
Mt. Vernon, W A 
Alexandria, V A 
Charles Town, WV 
Sandy Spring, MD 
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Minutes of Winter Board Meeting, January 23, 2003 

The winter meeting of the Govern
ing Board of The American Boxwood 
Society was held on Thursday, January 
23,2003, in the library room at the 
State Arboretum of Virginia. BIandy 
Farm, Clarke County, Virginia. In 
attendance were: Charles T. Fooks, 
President; Laurie Jamerson, Secretary, 
appointed; and the following Directors: 
Walter S. Carell, Jr., Decca G . 
Frackelton, Clifford L. Hoffman, and 
McHemy Stiff, ill, Joan Butler, 
Chairman of the Memorial Garden 
Committee as well as Dave Carr and 
T' Ai Roulston, Blandy Experimental 
Farm representatives in lieu of Dr. 
Michael Bowers. 

Absent were: Clyde Weber (due to 
weather), First Vice President; Dr. 
Henry F. Frierson, Jr., Second Vice 
President; Katherine D. Ward, Execu
tive Treasurer; Lynn R. Batdorf, 
Registrar; and Directors: John W. 
Boyd, ill, W. Edward Goode, Jr., Dr. 
Maury Hanson and Dr. Gary Rich
ardson. 

President Fooks called the meeting 
to order at 1 p.m. after a hearty soup 
and sandwich luncheon arranged by 
McHenry Stiff. The minutes of the 
Governing Board fall meeting, held 
September 19,2002 at Blandy Farm, 
Boyce, Virginia were read and ap
proved with corrections. 

Treasurer's Report: Mrs. Ward 
was unable to attend. A brief hand 
written report was presented to the 
Board by Decca Frackelton for the 
period ending December 31, 2002. 
Checking account balance is $14,947. 
ABS CDs are $13,407 and $11,058. 
The Board discussed a more detailed 
report for the fiscal year to indicate 
how the Boxwood Encyclopedia fund 
stands (donations and net from Hand
book sales). Mrs. Frackelton will 
consult with Mrs. Ward. 

Nominating Committee: Clifford 
Hoffman, Chairman, reported that 
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Laurie Jamerson has agreed to accept 
the position of Secretary. 

Nominations will be presented at 
the ABS Annual Meeting for all 
officers for a period of one year. (The 
Registrar and the Executive Treasurer 
are appointed.) The positions of Di
rectors are staggered and serve and 
extend for a period of three years. 
Three Directors need to be nominated 
for the term ending 2006, plus one to 
fill the unexpired term of Laurie 
Jamerson ending 2005 . 

RegistrarlPublication Report: 
Lynn Batdorf was unable to attend, but 
sent President Fooks an e-mail report 
on the status of Boxwood: An illus
trated Encyclopedia. President Fooks 
appointed McHenry Stiff and Dr. 
Maury Hanson Co-Chairmen of the 
Publication (printing) Committee 
formed at the Fall Board Meeting and 
asked for a report at the next meeting. 

ADS BuUetin: In response to the 
plea for more articles, Clyde Weber 
(who was unable to attend because of 
the weather) asked for suggestions of 
subjects that would be of interest. 
Laurie Jamerson shared a letter from a 
N.C. member asking for companion 
plants to go with her boxwood that 
would be deer resistant. She will reply 
and use a "mailbox forum" for articles 
to stimulate interaction among mem
bers. Mr. Hoffman added that a series 
on proper care should be of general 
interest. He also noted that he had sent 
some large pieces of boxwood timber 
to the Arizona artist who had asked 
about sources of the wood for use in 
carvings in a letter to the Society. 

ResearchlWebsite Committee: 
Dr. Frierson was unable to attend, but 
e-mailed President Fooks that Clyde 
Weber will be receiving data from 
inquiries off the website to write 
articles for the Bulletin. Jeff Miller 
needs to meet with the Board and 
discuss the website. 

ABS Memorial Garden: Joan 
Butler, as an ABS representative, had 
attended the first meeting of the Hon
orary Advisory Board of the State 
Arboretum. Joan also needs volunteer 
help for cleaning up the ABS Memorial 
Garden prior to the second week in 
May when the Garden Fair will take 
place at Blandy Farm. She chose Sat
urday April 12, Wednesday April 16 
and Saturday April 19 as work days. 
There will be a notice in the Bulletin. 

U.S. National Arboretum Stake
holders: Meeting on March 26, 2003. 
Gary Richardson will attend. President 
Fooks added that ABS needs to have a 
presence at these important meetings. 

ABS Annual Meeting - 2003: 
President Fooks, chairman for the 
Annual Meeting presented several 
options including date change (which 
was corrected in the January issue of 
the Bulletin). He passed out a tentative 
itinerary including an Eastern Shore 
seafood banquet menu. He has ar
ranged tours of The Reward, Langdon 
Farm, and the Chesapeake Bay 
Maritime Museum. 'Vardar Valley ' 
will be the gift plant this year which he 
will supply. It was suggested to sched
ule bus tours all on one day to reduce 
the cost of the registration fee. 

ABS Annual Meeting - 2004: 
Eddie Goode was appointed Chairman 
with assistance from Richard Mahone 
for the 2004 meeting expected to be 
held in Williamsburg, Virginia. 

New Business: Clifford Hoffman 
has become a member of "Beautifica
tion of Flemington [NJ)" and is looking 
for ideas for plants that will thrive in 
large planters along streetscapes. He 
welcomes any input you can offer. 

With no other new business, a 
motion to adjourn was made by Clif
ford Hoffman and seconded by the 
entire Board at 4 p.m. 

Laurie Jamerson 
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