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Boxwood at Bartram's Garden 
Henry F. Frierson, Jr., M.D. 

Historic Bartram's Garden, 
located at 54th Street and Lindbergh 
Boulevard in Philadelphia, began in 
1728 when the Quaker John Bartram 
(1699-1777) purchased 102 acres 
along the west bank of the Lower 
Schuylkill river (Fig 1). For the next 
125 years John and sons William 
(1739-1823) and John, Jr. (1743-
1812) collected and propagated 
thousands of native and exotic plant 
species. Their garden is considered to 
be the first botanic garden in 
America. Brothers William and John, 
Jr., issued a plant catalog in 1783, 
which was the first such catalog 
printed in America and was the most 
complete list of North American 
plants at that time. Throughout the 
18th century, the Bartram Garden had 
numerous visitors, and their nursery 
was a source of propagated species 
for many interested in native plants. 

John, Sr., was a self-taught 
botanist, who through his extensive 
travels, gained great knowledge about 
the flora of eastern North America. 
He has been considered to be 
America's first systematic plant 
hunter. 

Along with Benjamin Franklin, he 
founded the American Philosophical 
Society in Philadelphia in 1743. 
Bartram sent many seeds that he 
collected to England, where they 
were shared with other plant enthusi
asts in Europe. He sent seeds from 
approximately 200 plants to Peter 
Collinson, a wholesale wool merchant 
in London. 

In 1765, Bartram was notified by 
Collinson that he was appointed the 
King's botanist. Also in 1765, during 
a trip to the South with his son 
William to visit the botanist Dr. 
Alexander Garden in Charleston, 
South Carolina and to make addi
tional plant collections, Bartram 
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collected the rare small tree, Frank
linia alatamaha, along the Altamaha 
River In Georgia. Today the Frank
linia tree has been extinct in the wild 
for many years. 

John, Jr., and William continued 
the family's garden and nursery 
business after their father's death. 
William took many plant exploration 
trips, especially to the South, and in 
1791 published Travels Through 
North and South Carolina, Georgia, 
East and West Florida. The garden 
was sold by the last Bartram heir in 
1849. 

In addition to their collection of 
native American flora, the Bartrams 
also collected exotics such as box
wood. Although much historical 
research pertaining to the Bartrams 
and native plants has been performed, 
their collection and propagation of 
exotic species has been the subject of 

relati vely little investigation. 
According to Bartram family 

tradition, John Bartram obtained 
boxwood from the Earl of Bute in the 
1750s or 1760s. More than one 
variety of boxwood, including a 
golden variegated form, likely were 
included in the shipment. As noted 
above, Bartram had numerous 
contacts with horticulturists in 
Charleston, and in the fall of 1760 
sent "one root of the great tre {sic] 
box" to Dr. Alexander Garden. In the 
fall of 1762, he sent Martha Logan in 
Charleston "one tree box." Martha 
Logan was a noted horticulturist, who 
advertised boxwood for sale in a 
Charleston newspaper in 1768. 

In 1837, Alexander Gordon, a 
Scottish horticulturist, listed 30 
particularly impressive trees in 
Bartram's garden, among which was 
a variegated form of Buxus ~ 

Fig. 1. The Bartrams' 18th-century house with garden beds Laid out. (April 
2003 photos: Henry Frierson) 
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sempervirens that was 25 feet tall. 
Thomas Meehan in 1853 noted that 
the largest boxwood in the garden 
was 36 feet tall. 

It is possible that some boxwood 
in Bartram's Garden were planted 
after 1850, when the estate was sold 
to Andrew Eastwick, who maintained 
the trees and shrubs. Maintenance of 
box wood, today assumed kept 
originally as clipped simple shapes or 
hedges (although family tradition 
states that one boxwood on the 
terrace was shaped into a keystone) , 
ceased in 1879. 

In 1891 , the city of Philadelphia 
took over the garden site, and photo
graphs from this time showed that the 
boxwood were already much over
grown. In the 1950s and 1960s four 
large boxwood plants died. On 
several occasions in the 20th century, 
new boxwood specimens were 
planted near Bartram's house, but all 
fai led. 

The boxwood surviving today are 
undated, but likely are well over 100 Fig 2. Large Buxus sempervirens at the perimeter of the garden beds. 
years of age and could be much older 
(Fig. 2 and Fig. 3). They are tall, open 
"common American" Buxus 
sempervirens. Several of them are 
located at the corners of large beds, 
especially along those of the upper 
terrace in front of the house. When 
we visited in the spring of 2003, they 
were in flower. 

Acknowledgment: The author is 
indebted to Joel T. Fry, curator of 
historic collections at Historic 
Bartram's Garden. who provided him 
with the historical information for 
this brief article. 

Dr. Frierson. a boxwood enthusiast, 
is a vice-president of the American 
Boxwood Society. 
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Fig. 3. Additional Buxus sempervirens at a corner of the garden beds. 
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A New Dwarf Boxwood 
Clyde A. Weber 

I have often wondered why Buxus 
microphylla 'Compacta' is so prolific 
at producing sports. Of the dozen or 
so lining my front walk, at least seven 
have produced sports this year alone, 
and some of the sports are 6 to 10 
inches long, this on a little plant that 
only adds one-half to three-quarters 
of an inch of growth annually . Are 
these little plants, like so many 
humans, dissatisfied with their 
diminutive position in life? Frankly I 
like 'Compacta', 'Kingsville Dwarf 
[sic 1 , for its small leaves, and 
compact bun-like shape, just as it is 
so I console myself and prune out the 
sporting branches, denying the plants 
the expression of their new potential. 

I also have in my boxwood 
collection another very slow growing 
dwarf with very small leaves. It may 
be even slower growing than 'Com-

pacta'. Several of these plants were 
given to me by Jim Vocke, owner of 
Miami Nursery at Tipp City, Ohio. 
Aside from its very slow growth, this 
new dwarf exhibits a very attractive 
winter color which over the past 
several years I have described as red, 
burgundy red, and chocolate red, and 
the winter coloration has always been 
glossy. The first year that I observed 
this pleasing winter color I called the 
discoverer and suggested that we call 
this new plant 'Red Dwarf. Both Jim 
and Brian (of Miami Nursery) agreed 
with my suggestion since they had 
observed the same, or a similar winter 
color. 

And now let's look at the interest
ing history of this plant. Unlike 
'Compacta' mentioned above, which 
often produces fast growing sports on 
a little plant, 'Red Dwarf is a very 

slow-growing sport of a faster 
growing Buxus sinica var. insularis 
'Wintergreen'. Again I wonder why 
some plants, like this one, want to be 
diminished to a smaller, less con
spicuous plant. But then, in the winter 
when you brush back the snow you 
see that it isn't so inconspicuous with 
that glossy-red color. To me it is a 
living organism of great beauty, and 
'Red Dwarf speaks to me of time and 
patience in my life. 

Buxus sinica var. insularis 'Red 
Dwarf had a precarious beginning in 
a growing field of Miami Nursery in 
Ohio. A workman had dug a number 
of 'Wintergreen' and noticed that one 
had a small compact ball-shaped 
growth on an otherwise normal plant. 
Believing the plant to be infected, the 
workman was in the process of 
destroying the plant with his digging 

A hat and pruners help define the size ofB. sinica var. insularis 'Red Dwarf', a sport of 'Wintergreen', planted in 1997. 
(Photo: Clyde Weber) 
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'Red Dwarf' twigs (on left, top center 
and above) compared with those of 
parent, Buxus sinica var. insularis 
'Wintergreen '. 

spade, but fortunately he was stopped 
by the supervisor. The compact ball 
of growth was removed from the 
plant and rooted in 1991 or 1992. 
Then in 1997 I was given a number of 
these plants. I gave one to our ABS 
President Charles Fooks, owner of 
Woodland Nursery, and one to Paul 
Saunders founder of Saunders 
Brothers Nursery. The number of 
'Red Dwarf plants in possession by 
the discoverer is about 30, all in an 
open field. These plants also exhibit 
the red winter color, and they even 
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did so when under protection in a 
polyhouse. I now have three 'Red 
Dwarf plants so the total number in 
existence is 35. 

My 'Red Dwarf plants, in a 
border planting surrounded by one- to 
two-foot test boxwood plants, have 
exhibited perfect hardiness here in 
Zone 6. The original plants at Miami 
Nursery in Ohio (Zone 5), in a fully
exposed location, have also proven to 
be hardy. Of course you could say 
that my three little plants are pro
tected by the other nearby boxwood. 

:3 ... --= 

0-

Or you could say that these plants are 
really stressed-out as evidenced by 
the pleasant wintertime glossy red 
color. However you look at it they are 
very pleasing if not beautiful. 

As I have said before in my garden 
musings, "plants provide us with real 
learning experience". I shall have to 
learn to show my pleasant side when 
under stress. 

Clyde Weber is ABS 1st Vice 
President and a boxwood 
nurseryman. 
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ABS Field Trip, May 1 6, 2003 
Annual Meeting Event 

On a rainy Friday, May 16, attendees 
at the 43rd ABS Annual Meeting on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland were 
afforded a bus tour of nearby stands 

of boxwood. 
At press time for the July issue, 

photos were not available. As they 
told the story of much of our viewing 
pleasure, rain not withstanding, they 
are included here. 

Those who had the pleasure of 
visiting The Reward on an earlier 
tour were delighted to see the Buxus 
microphylla var. japonica unharmed 
by a fallen tree and to find it in such 
good shape. 

A plant identified to the owners as 
"French boxwood" is believed to be 
Buxus sinica var. insularis 'Tide 
Hill '. There were several very 
handsome examples of this plant. 

A group of ABS attendees paused for a photo. 'Green Velvet ' boxwood is at 
left. (Photos: D. Schumacher) 

A side view of the Langdon Farm manor house, showing the two-storied portico which faces the water. 
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The potting shed at Langdon Farm. where hot coffee was served. a welcome respite. 

Part of the complex at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum at St. Michaels. showing some of the boats unique to the 
area. 
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A well-eared-for circle ofBuxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' at The Reward. 

Examining a massive plant believed to be B. sinica var. insularis Tide Hill' , known to the owners as "French boxwood . .. 
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A mass planting o/B. sinica var. insularis 'Tide Hill' at The Reward. 

Borders edged with B. microphylla 'Compacta', kept trimmed in a/onnal shape. 
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The "grand-daddy" of boxwood. B. microphylla var. japonica,just escaped being crushed by afalling tree. 

B. rnicrophylla var. japonica beside a brick wall at The Reward. 
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Edna Hoffman in borrowed blue sweater and pink umbrella blended with the pink and blue Clematis and blue Iris. 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Questions and Answers 

Following are some of the ques
tions that have reached us through e
mail with the answers. The web
master sends the questions to various 
members of the Governing Board for 
replies or refers to The Boxwood 
Handbook where applicable. 

I am writing an article on 
Buddhist prayer beads for an Asian 
art magazine. I have some beads 
that are allegedly made of box
wood. This would be an Asian 
tree-probably from China, 
Mongolia or Japan. The wood has a 
yellowish cast and striation like 
radiating "stars" from the center of 
each bead. Another set of beads is 
more reddish in color, with the 
same interesting striations. Is this 
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boxwood? I'd be grateful to hear 
back at your earliest convenience. 
Many thanks. 

There are boxwood that grow in 
Asia. Buxus sinica and Buxus 
microphylla var. japonica grow in 
China and Japan, respectively, but not 
in Mongolia. 

From the brief description you 
provided, it is unlikely you have 
wood from boxwood. The wood of 
boxwood does have a yellowish cast 
as you observed, but not reddish. 
However, many different dyes can be 
used on boxwood to achieve a variety 
of reddish colors. Because the wood 
grain of boxwood is so close together, 
it is nearly invisible to the unaided 
eye. Thus, if it were boxwood, it is 

unlikely that one would be able to 
observe "striations like radiating 
stars." It is almost certain that the 
wooden artifact cannot be constructed 
from any species or cultivar of 
boxwood. Boxwood wood is a very 
pale yellow to tan in color - not the 
gold yellow as in the picture. Further, 
in the picture, the wood grain is very 
obvious with strong color differentia
tion between the annual rings, even 
the rays can be seen - these are 
obvious physical features that 
boxwood could never possess. In 
short, the wooden artifact has no 
characteristic inherent or even similar 
to boxwood. 

However, you might consider that 
the artifact may be constructed from 
waxwood. In name, waxwood and 
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boxwood are often confused. The 
lack of detailed or intricate carvings 
in the wooden artifact, and from 
observations included in the previous 
paragraph, suggest properties similar 
to those found in waxwood. Further, 
wax wood is a small tree common to 
many provinces in China. Waxwood 
is often used in Chinese woodwork
ing to create a very wide variety of 
useful tools, furniture and artifacts. 

I am a wood engraver and 
would like to know if there are ever 
instances of large prunings from 
old boxwood or even dead boxwood 
being made available to artisans 
and artists. There is no good 
commercial source of boxwood for 
engraving. The Wood Engraver's 
Network would be happy to pay for 
shipping of branches and logs. 

There are many wonderful wood 
carvings that have been created from 
the wood of Buxus sempervirens, 
(Common Boxwood). You are 
probably aware of the great value 
attached to this wood, even in its 
natural state. 

You may be interested to learn 
that wood dealers typically pay up to 
several hundred dollars for one piece 
of wood in addition to shipping. The 
labor necessary to collect and prepare 
the wood for shipping typically takes 
several days. Unfortunately few 
individuals are willing to donate that 
amount of time to box up and supply 
the boxwood free of charge. We 
know of no source for the wood in 
quantity. 

Which species of boxwood have 
the strongest aroma (sometimes 
smells like coffee)? 

The strongest boxwood aroma is 
produced by the foliage of mature 
Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa', 
also known as English boxwood. The 
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fragrance is particularly noticeable in 
the summer just prior to and after a 
stonn when the air pressure is at its 
lowest. A different, but very desirable 
fragrance is produced by the box
wood flowers, which are out in early 
spring. They produce a very sweet 
smell. 

Is there a supplier of fresh and! 
or preserved boxwood in Ontario, 
Canada? I am creating European 
wreaths and topiaries. 

In the mid-Atlantic region of the 
United States there is a large business 
of supplying boxwood greens to the 
trade to produce a variety of holiday 
decorations. They primarily use 
Buxus sempervirens 'Suffruticosa' , 
English boxwood, as it provides a full 
and attractive appearance. At times 
other types may be used. 

We don't know of a supplier in 
Ontario, but because of the general 
climate, the number of growers of 
English boxwood is quite limited in 
the Ontario region. 

Can you advise me on preserv
ing tricks? I am currently preserv
ing the boxwood in a 3:1 ratio of 
water to glycerin, standing them up 
in this mixture and I understand it 
will take about two weeks. 

Boxwood leaves have an ex
tremely thick and waxy cuticle, which 
is why they last so long. (They dry 
out very slowly.) This attribute is 
largely responsible for its being used 
as a cut branch in a warm house 
during the winter. Transportation of 
these greens from the supplier to user 
over two or three days will have no 
effect at all on their quality. All 
suppliers of which we are aware mail 
their boxwood very quickly after 
harvesting and experience no loss in 
quality. (Ed. note: Haven't done it for 
some years, but magnolia leaves have 
been treated with the glycerin mix for 

preservation. However, they turn a 
bronze color which would not be 
appealing in boxwood. After condi
tioning, would an antidesiccant help?) 

Are boxwood poisonous to goats? 

Eating about 1.5 pounds of leaves 
has proved lethal to horses , as toxins 
account for about 0.15% of the green 
weight of boxwood. Deer and many 
other wildlife seem fully aware of this 
toxicity of boxwood and they do not 
feed on it. 

I am looking for a book on 
boxwood propagation by P. D. 
Larson. The book is out of print. 
Mr. Larson has passed away and I 
understand that he was an avid 
boxwood enthusiast and spent many 
years of his retiremnt working at 
Blandy Farm. 

Possible sources for the boxwood 
book by Larson: 1. Amazon.com and 
2. Our Shop, B1andy Farm, 400 
B1andy Lane, Boyce, VA 22620. 

In reply to your inquiry regard
ing the physical properties of 
boxwood wood, as it relates to a 
violin chin rest: 

When fully air-dried, boxwood 
weighs between 53 and 72 pounds per 
cubic foot and has a specific gravity 
from 0.85 to 1.13 kg per cubic meter. 
The wood has a pale yellow color with 
very little difference between sap
wood and heartwood. The very 
narrow grain is at times not visible 
without aid. The grain varies from 
nearly straight to very irregular. The 
texture is extremely fine and unifonn. 

Boxwood is sometimes used for 
the chin rest, pegs, button or tail piece 
in a violin of quality. The hard dense 
characteristics of boxwood wood give 
it broad, if limited, appeal. You didn ' t 
mention the color of your chin rest. If 
it were boxwood, it is naturally very 
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light-colored, very light tan. How
ever, dyes can make the boxwood any 
color. The most common dyed colors 
are dark brown or black. 

Only if the violin were a contem
porary, machine-made instrument 
costing only a few thousand dollars, 
would the chin rest you worked on be 
apt to be plastic. Most violinists will 
choose a rosewood chin rest on 
"ordinary" violins. With finer violins 
unique details made of boxwood (i.e., 
chin rest, pegs, tailpiece or button) 
begin to appear. 

I would like to know if this 
boxwood is the same used for 
carving to make blocks for 
woodblock printing? If you are able 
to help in this matter I would be 
very grateful. RW. Australia 

Buxus sempervirens and Buxus 
balearica were used extensively to 
produce illustrations from wood 
block printing for a variety of uses 
that included magazines. Boxwood 
was popular for this use in the United 
States from about the late 18th or 
early part of the 19th century and 
continued until the early part of the 
20th century. 

Usually 4 or 6 carvers would work 
on separate sections of the same 
illustration, which would be joined 
together when completed. After
wards, the publisher would typically 
use the back of the boxwood, or plane 
it smooth if the back had already been 
used, to prepare for the next illustra
tion. 

Boxwood was well suited for this 
purpose as the carvers were able to 
create great detail in the hard wood 
that would stand up to repeated 
inking and pressing. Rising costs for 
the wood and labor as well as chang
ing technology eventually halted this 
technique. 

I work for an importer and 
distributor of many stringed 
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instruments, including violin, viola, 
cello, bass. Given the number of 
instruments we import with box
wood fittings (many thousand each 
year), I'm wondering what impact 
we may be having on the environ
ment where these plants are being 
harvested for this use. 

At the moment, the wood is 
coming from, and being turned into 
instruments in China. How big do 
boxwoods get? Some of the parts 
we make are big [cello and bass 
tailpieces are large]. One tailpiece/ 
instrument. Bass tailpieces are 
about 4.5" -5" across at the widest 
point and about 15" long. It's about 
2" across at the narrow end. Violin 
and viola chin rests are at least 3" 
across at the narrowest point. We 
use one/violin or viola. 

How fast do boxwoods grow? 
Are they cultivated like the paper 
industry cultivates trees for paper? 
How much care do they require for 
this type of operation in order to 
maximize wood output? (I'm 
assuming it isn't as easy to grow as 
bamboo!) Violin and viola parts, 
particularly tailpieces, are fairly 
good size. We use many thousands 
of them each year (I per instru
ment). Tuning pegs are used in 
even larger quantities (4 per 
instrument). Cello pegs, especially, 
are pretty good size, (1.5"x 6" for 
finished blanks, excluding the extra 
wood needed for lathe work). 

How old does a boxwood plant 
have to be before it can reproduce? 
How does it reproduce? Is there a 
size or life cycle issue limiting the 
amount of usable wood? If so, what 
is it? This has all become an issue 
with me since we used to use other 
woods [E. Indian Rosewood and 
Madagascan or Gaboon Ebony in 
particular] for a lot of these parts. 
Unfortunately, some of those woods 
are now very hard to get, very 
pricey, or endangered due to over
harvesting (among other things). 

They're wonderful woods, but ... So, 
if boxwood grows fast enough to be 
viable over the long haul, I'll do my 
level best to push boxwood as the 
wood of choice. 

If what we're doing is going to 
result in problems in China due to 
over-harvesting of a plant that 
grows too slowly, I need to know 
this now so I can start looking for 
alternatives that may be acceptable 
to the violin community. Do you 
have suggestions? I'm all ears. 

Please call whenever. The phone 
and fax numbers are good 24n. PS: 
I have owned recorders made from 
boxwood and have played rare 
OLD boxwood flutes (at least 200 
years old). It has an interesting 
combination of performance 
characteristics when used in a wind 
instrument. 

In replying in the order of ques
tions presented: Some boxwood 
species can mature at a height of 45' 
with a base of 6" to 9" - usually after 
200 to 250 years. There have been 
trunks up to 23" in diameter. 

Boxwood plants grow slowly. 
This is why the wood commands a 
premium. Boxwood cannot be 
cultivated in a manner similar to 
plants used for paper products. This 
has been attempted at Box Hill in 
Surrey, England, but requires 50 to 80 
years to harvest and most firms find 
this time investment too prohibitive. 
Boxwood is not used in the paper 
industry as it produces a very poor 
pulp at a very high cost. However, the 
wood of boxwood has long been used 
in commercial industry to produce 
looms, combs, jewelry boxes, 
artifacts and musical instruments. 

Boxwood reaches sexual maturity 
at about five years of age, which 
enables the production of viable seed. 
Natural layering occurs usually with 
older plants (75+ years), but induced 
layering can occur at any age. There 
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is not really any size of the 'wood that 
limits its commercial exploitation. 
People only make smaller artifacts 
once all the larger plants have been 
destroyed. 

In the 17th and 18th century 
Europeans chose boxwood to produce 
all of the items mentioned above. The 
over-harvesting resulted in the use of 
"inferior" woods that included 
rosewood and ebony, which also 
eventually became rare. Then in the 
late 20th century, eyes turned to 
China and the cycle has repeated 
itself - only this time the cycle has 
progressed much faster. Good 
boxwood trees (15'+) are already 
gone from China leaving only small 
(6') shrubs. 

As you rriight imagine,we are 
extremely distressed by this heavy, 
worldwide, over-exploitation of 
boxwood which is extremely slow
growing. As you already know, 
boxwood is used to produce chin 
rests, pegs, tailpieces, and buttons on 
better quality violins. It is chosen 
because of its physical properties. 
When fully air-dried, it weights 
between 53 and 72 pounds per cubic 
foot and has a specific gravity from 
0.85 to 1.13 kg per cubic meter. 

As you correctly noticed, the 
wood is a very pale yellow with very 
little difference between the sapwood 
and heartwood - the very narrow and 
straight grain is not visible without 
aid. These characteristics allow wood 
carvers to provide great detail and 
high relief - both deemed very 
desirable traits. 

The pegbox is usually maple and 
the finger board ebony. Only the belly 
and the top of the violin (made from 
spruce) can accept no substitutes as it 
affects the sound quality. The chin 
rest, pegs, button, and tail piece can 
be made of any wood as it would 
have no effect on the quality of the 
sound produced. 

I am researching the earliest use 
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of boxwood in New England 
gardens, specifically Massachusetts. 
Can you recommend some litera
ture on this? 

The Vassall family, who lived in 
England, Jamaica, and Boston, 
Cambridge, and Quincy, Massa
chusetts planted boxwood around 
their kitchen and fruitery gardens. 

The earliest date I have come up 
with is 1730s. Any earlier dates 
other than Massachusetts? I know 
the Dutch planted it in New 
Amsterdam (NY area) earlier than 
MA and of course colonists were 
planting it in Colonial Virginia. 
Thank you for your assistance. 

Your request covers a period in 
our gardening history that is poorly 
documented. We regret that we are 
unable to provide any information 
regarding boxwood in the landscape 
in Massachusetts prior to 1730. Your 
date is the earliest that we are aware 
of for Massachusetts. We are aware 
of the popular story of Buxus 
sempervirens planted about 1653 at 
Sylvester Manor on Shelter Island in 
the NW part of Long Island, NY. 
Planted about 1653 when Nathaniel 
Sylvester, born in Amsterdam, and 
Grissell Brinley Sylvester born in 
London, settled and built the 
Sylvester Manor on Shelter Island. 
Between 1885 and the 1920s, during 
the height of the Colonial Revival 
period, this event was written up 
extensively, but without any actual 
confirmation that is available today. 

Weare also aware of the use of 
Buxus sempervirens in the New 
Amsterdam area of NY in about the 
166Os, but have no creditable infor
mation on this event. 

Have you ever heard of a 
Boxwood called 'Baldwin'? From 
my recollection it was said to get 
about 10-12 inches tall and spread 
about 2 feet or something there
abouts. I have two small ones in 4-

inch pots that I need to plant and 
observe. A plantsman, north of 
Louisville, KY, gave them to me 
with a description of their growth 
habit and the name 'Baldwin'. It 
appears to be a sempervirens. 

There is a Buxus microphylla 
'John Baldwin' , but your brief 
description does not match that pl ant. 
For possible identification, please 
send color photos of close-up and of 
whole plant, plus a 6" branch in a 
ziplock bag with your name and 
address. 

I am working on a research 
assignment where I am required to 
list the parents of cultivars, the 
origin of the parents, and the 
nursery/garden origin of the 
cultivar. I noticed that your organi
zation otters the International 
Registration List of Cultivated 
Buxus L. Would this publication 
answer these questions? If not, do 
you know how I could find this 
information? 

I am specifically looking for 
information regarding Buxus 
sempervirens 'Varder Valley' but 
am interested in researching a 
number of other cultivars as well. I 
am also looking for information 
regarding the growth of specific 
cultivars in Zone 6 after 5 and 10 
years respectively. 

I have found several publica
tions that list ultimate height and 
spread but not after 5 and 10 years. 
Any help you could give me with 
these questions would be greatly 
appreciated. 

Regarding your recent e-mail 
request for information on boxwood, 
please answer the following questions 
in order for us to better help you: 

How did you find us? - We'd like 
to learn more about your research 
assignment, 

What is its scope and title? 
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Can you provide us with a copy of 
the abstract? 

What University are you attend
ing? 

What is your major and your 
horticultural background? 

How will these findings be 
published? 

In addition to your publication, 
would you be interested in having 
your findings published in the 
national magazine The Boxwood 
Bulletin? 

Are you aware of the scope of 
your work? (There are 735 Buxus 
taxa, which includes c . 450 cultivars.) 
- What is your time frame to complete 
this assignment? - Because you're 
asking for this information in June, 
can we assume that you are a sopho
more or junior in college? 

If you're not a student, what state 
do you work in and what is this 
information for? 

To briefly answer your questions: 
The International Registration List 

of Cultivated Buxus L. with addend
urns lists only the registered cultivars, 
c. 250. Using this publication may be 
suitable to somewhat limit the scope 
of your investigation. There is a later 
Checklist of Buxus which includes the 
registered cultivars in the previous list 
(250) as well as most of the unregis
tered cultivars (c. 200+). There is also 
a comprehensive worldwide list, not 
yet been published, which has 735 
Buxus taxa. 

The origin of 'Vardar Valley' is an 
easy question : It is one of the most 
important and widely grown box
wood. It is easily the most popular 
boxwood collected by Dr. Edgar 
Anderson. It was introduced in 1957 
by Dr. Donald Wyman at the Arnold 
Arboretum. In 1934 Dr. Anderson 
explored the Balkans, a region with 
dry, hot summers and cold, sunny 
winters, for new cold-tolerant plant 
material. He searched the area 
centered near Skopje, Macedonia, in 
the Vardar River Valley, which 
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begins in southern Albania and flows 
some 200 miles down through 
Yugoslavia and Greece into the Gulf 
of Salonica. The locality is rather 
desolate consisting of loose limestone 
rock out-croppings. The boxwood, 
growing among stunted trees, were 
arranged in thickets or as single 
dwarfed shrubs struggling out of the 
rocky soil. 

It is here that Anderson collected 
cuttings from several low-growing 
boxwood with excellent dark blue
green foliage. The cuttings were sent 
to the Arnold Arboretum and were 
given the accession number 352-35 
(352nd accession in the year of 

1935). The cuttings were rooted and 
set out in the arboretum plantings. 
They were evaluated by Dr. Donald 
Wyman, who discovered the cold
hardy attributes of 'Vardar Valley '. 
(Anderson transferred to the Missouri 
Botanical Garden after his trip). 

A bit off your request, but impor
tant information: In 2002 'Vardar 
Valley' was honored as a 2002 
winner of the prestigious Gold Medal 
Plant Award by the Pennsylvania 
Horticultural Society. Woody plants 
are judged on the criteria of disease 
and pest resistance, ease of care, and 
beauty. Since 1958 a panel of expert 
judges has selected only 74 such 
plants that are outstanding, beautiful, 
hardy, and abundant from NY to DC. 

We have lots more information 
regarding 'Vardar Valley'. 

Your request for the growth of 

specific cultivars in Zone 6 after 5 
and 10 years is a really large ques
tion! If you could tell us which 
cultivars you are interested in we can 
provide this information. 

We are a bit confused by your 
request for information on ..... the 
parents of cultivars, the origin of the 
parents, and the nursery/garden origin 
of the cultivar." 

Only hybrid boxwood have 
"parents" while cu ltivars of B. 
microphylla, B. sempervirens, and all 
the other species and botanical 
varieties are always selections in 
several different forms. Are you 
limiting your work to boxwood 
hybrids? Domestic and foreign 
nurseries are responsible for the 
majority of selections which go on to 
become cultivars, but (except for 
hybrids) there are only two parents 
involved when using either open or 
closed pollination. 

My company is working with a 
supplier of Buxus in South Africa. 
Our goal is to increase the aware
ness of the beauty and benefits of 
the use of Buxus in formal gardens. 
We have looked at your website, 
and wonder if you can assist us 
with photos of Buxus? 

Can you advise whether: a) 
Your society has any photos of 
Buxus available freely for promo
tion? b) You can put us in touch 
with any of your photographers 
who may have a data base of Buxus 
pies available? c) Recommend us to 
a website of a gardening photo 
library? Your assistance would be 
invaluable. 

Unfortunately, The American 
Boxwood Society does not have 
boxwood photographs available for 
distribution. However, there is a 
website with good photographs of 
boxwood: www.esveld.nl/engels.htm. 
They sell duplicates of some of their 
boxwood photographs. 
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Boxwood Cuttings From Expeditions I and II 
Cuttings Taken in 2001 and 2002 

ABS Presidcnt Charles T. Fooks 
built a shed especially for his set of 
cuttings from the two boxwood 
collecting expeditions organized by 
Dr. Tomasz Anisko, curator of plants 
at Longwood Gardens, Kennett 
Square, PA. Hurricane Isabel com
pletely demolished it, but fortunately , 
the cuttings all survived. Expedition I, 
June 9 to July 4, 200 I, was to the 
republic of Georgia and Expedition 
II, June 6 to July 4, 2002, look place 
in Georgia, southern Azerbaijan, 
southern Russia and Ukraine.) 

The next question is whether to 
rebuild on the same site or choose 
another location. 

Flats of younger cuttings. 

Some of the older cuttings 
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ABS President Charles T. Fooks and Director John W. Boyd III observe one 
set of cuttings. 

Some interesting variations in leaf shape. 

Some variegated cuttings in the collection. 
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NEWS OF THE SOCIETY 

Minutes of ABS Fall Board Meeting, September 24,2003 

The Fall Meeting of the Governing 
Board of The American Boxwood 
Society was held on Wednesday, Sept. 
24, 2003 in the Library room at the 
Arboretum at B1andy Farm in Clarke 
County, Virginia. In attendance were: 
Charles T. Fooks, President; Clyde 
Weber, First Vice President; Dr. Henry 
F. Frierson, Jr., Second Vice President; 
Laurie Jamerson, Secretary; Katherine 
D. Ward, Executive Treasurer; Lynn R. 
Batdorf, Registrar; and the following 
Directors: John W. Boyd ill, Walter S. 
Carell, Jr. , Decca G. Frackelton, W . 
Edward Goode, Jr., Clifford L. Hoff
man, Dr. Gary Richardson, McHenry 
L. Stiff, ill; Dr. Michael Bowers, 
Director Ex-Officio and Webmaster, 
Jeff Miller. 

Absent were: Directors Dr. Maury 
Hanson, and Chris Willemsen, and 
Memorial Garden Chairman Joan 
Butler. 

President Fooks called the meeting 
to order at 11 :45 a.m., after lunch 
provided by McHenry Stiff. President 
Fooks asked for approval of the 
minutes of the Governing Board Spring 
meeting, held May 16, 2003 at 
Harbourtowne Golf Resort and 
Conference Center, Saint Michaels, 
Maryland, as published in the July 
2003, Volume 43, Number 1 issue of 
The Boxwood Bulletin. A motion was 
made by Lynn Batdorf, seconded by 
Clifford Hoffman, and voted by the 
Governing Board to accept the minutes 
as published. 

Treasurer's Report: Mrs. Ward 
reported a checking account balance of 
$ 11,906.98; all bills are paid to date. A 
special Encyclopedia Fund Account 
has been set up at the Bank of Clarke 
County which includes the amount 
from one CD, transferred in August 
and donations to date. The second CD 
will be transferred in October. All 
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donations to the Fund go into that 
account. 

Old Business/Ongoing Reports 

ABS Bulletin: Decca Frackelton 
reported always needing new articles 
and there was space to fill in the next 
issue. 

Membership: Current membership 
is near 500, down from a few years 
ago. A peak of 800 members occurred 
after the mailing for the 3rd Edition of 
the Buyer's Guide. Discussion fol
lowed on ways to increase the member
ship. 

Nominating Committee: Clifford 
Hoffman, Chairman, reported that 
names of interested persons for future 
nominations should be submitted to 
him. 

RegistrarlPublication Report: 
Lynn Batdorf reported on the status of 
Boxwood: An Illustrated Encyclopedia. 

ResearchIW eb Site Committee: 
Dr. Frierson will be receiving data 
from inquiries off the web site to write 
articles for the Bulletin. Jeff Miller was 
in attendance and will report on the 
web site later. Dr. Tomasz Anisko of 
Longwood Gardens wants to identify 
correctly Buxus sempervirens 'Pend
ula' for propagating purposes of a plant 
he is growing and is requesting 
samples of documented plants be sent 
to him. He needs to compare them to 
see if his are true 'Pendula' or a.new 
strain. 

Dr. Frierson reported on the 
progress in Georgia of Dr. Marina 
Mosulishvili ' s Mapping Study. Data 
has been collected and new areas have 
been covered. She has completed 60% 
of the project and e-mailed photos of 
some plant material. A disk with all the 
data will be available to download the 
comprehensive findings upon comple
tion. Dr. Frierson also discussed the 

personal request to have ABS represen
tatives at Maymont on Saturday, 
February 21,2004 to do a Question & 
Answer session. 

A discussion followed about the 
feasibility of having a booth at the 
Maymont Show. To be considered is 
cost and personnel to man the booth for 
four days. 

ABS Memorial Garden: McHenry 
Stiff reported for Joan Butler, Chair
man, that authorization to replace the 
dead pines with Yellowwood trees was 
given to Bob Arnold. He will also 
remove the Itea virginiana 'Henry 's 
Garnet' that has become very invasive 
in the garden. A suitable replacement 
will be selected for that site. 

National Arboretum Stakehold
ers: Dr. Richardson had no additional 
information at this time. 

2004 ABS Annual Meeting: 
Edward Goode, Jr., Chairman for the 
Meeting, announced that the 2004 
Meeting will be held May 6-8 in 
Williamsburg, VA. Richard Mahone is 
assisting him. His tentative itinerary 
was being finalized , with tours sched
uled for Friday due to higher tourist 
traffic on weekends. He is arranging 
for speakers, ample time for the Board 
to meet, Business Meeting, Auction 
and Banquet. He plans to have the final 
agenda for the January issue of The 
Boxwood Bulletin. 

New Business 

Web Site: Jeff Miller reported hi ts 
come in spurts, tend to be seasonal in 
nature and inquiries come from all 
around the world ! There is room to add 
pictures and they will need to be 
documented accurately by name. He 
needs more general maintenance tips to 
make replies. Material should be sent 
to Dr. Frierson who will verify and 
submit to Mr. Miller. There is also the 
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need to update infonnation to keep the New ABS Director 
site fresh. Lynn Batdorf said he could 
link to the Arboretum within a few 
months to assist with boxwood 
pictures. 

Katherine Ward suggested using a 
photo copy of the book cover of the 
Encyclopedia and a news release when 
it becomes available. Mrs. Frackelton 
reminded all that no pricing nor 
publication date be mentioned until it is 
definite. 

Publication Committee: Minutes 
from the July 26, 2003, meeting of the 
Committee were distributed. A 
discussion of pricing led to a motion by 
Dr. Frierson, seconded by Dr. 
Richardson, and passed by the Board, 
that the Publications Committee meet 
again to discuss price when all figures 
are determined. 

Mr. Batdorf had a sample of a 
custom-sized box for mailing that can 
be supplied for $0.55. Shipping and 
handling is expected to be about $8.00 
per book. Mrs. Ward will store the 
books when completed and will be in 
charge of distribution. 

Blandy Experimental Farm: Mr. 
Stiff announced that Dr. Michael 
Bowers has approved the BEF under-
writing complimentary copies of the 
Encyclopedia up to $1,000. An 
acknowledgement will be included 
with the copies. 

Foundation of the State Arbore
tum (FOSA): FOSA proposes to 
sponsor a fund-raising event for the 
Encyclopedia Fund, which will include 
tours of the grounds. Mr. Batdorf has 
agreed to speak. A Boxwood Sympo
sium will be held April 3, 2004. 

The winter meeting of the ABS 
Governing Board is set to be held at 
Blandy Experimental Farm on January 
14, 2004. 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:05 
p.m. 

Laurie Jamerson 
Secretary 
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"Chris" Willemsen beside a Buxus 
sempervirens 'Graham Blandy' 

Clarissa (Chris) S. Willemsen, 
born 1934; Huntington, WV; raised 
in Hinsdale, Illinois; graduated 
Hinsdale High School ; BA Vassar 
College; married, two children, three 
grandchildren. Hobbies: horticulture, 
golf, biking, needlework and garden
ing! 

"Gardening has always been a 
special interest. Aside from my own 
garden, and our working farm, 1 have 
worked professionally in green
houses , and given lectures, work-

shops and propagating demonstra
tions. 1 have been active in the 
Garden Club of America, serving as 
national president 1997-99. 

"My interest in boxwood began as 
'deer-defensive gardening,' and 
escalated when 1 discovered the 
myriad of cultivars. 

"I felt that 1 should try to help 
others know about the great diversity 
available among boxwood, and so 
opened a small retail nursery. I have 
about 25 varieties under cultivation." 

In Appreciation 

The following have contributed to the 
Boxwood Encyclopedia Fund: 

Suzanne Askew 
Mrs. Stephen Allen Clarke 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Crawford Cooley 
Mr. Joseph Dinnen 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles T. Fooks 
Mrs. Robert L. Frackelton 

Dr. and Mrs. Henry F. 
Frierson, Jr. 

Mrs. Harry Gates 
Me. and Mrs. Ed Goode 

Mr. and Mrs. K. Lee Hahn 
Dr. and Mrs. Thomas Hall, III 

Mrs. Horace Havemeyer, Jr. 
Mrs. Robert Lowe 
Melander Gardens 

Mr. and Mrs. John Rich 
Mrs. Dale F. Shughart 

Dr. and Mrs. George E. Staehle 
Elizabeth Stevens 

Mr. and Mrs. McHenry L. 
Stiff, III 

Katherine Ward 
Mr. Lloyd Willows 

Mr. and Mrs. George Wisler 
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