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7TH ANNUAL MEETING 

THE AMERICAN BOXWOOD SOCIETY 
Wednesday, May 17 

11:00 A. M., Daylight Saving Time: Registration beginning at 10:30 A. M. 

AT BLANDY EXPERIMENTAL FARM, BOYCE, VA. 

Short Business Meeting before BOX LUNCHEON 

All interested non-members are welcome, and if they 
wish lunch should write to Box 127, Boyce, Va., to 
reserve box lunches at $1.65 each; send your re
quests not later than May 15, please. 

The Formal Program 
1:00 P. M. 

In the Library: Rear Admiral Neill Phillips, USN, 
Ret., presiding. 

Speakers: 

Prof. Albert S. Beecher, Virginia Polytechnic Insti
tute: 

"Garden Design With Boxwood" 

Dr. Henry T. Skinner, Director National Arboretum: 

"Some Comments on the Wild Occurrence of 
Three Boxwoods" 

Dr. W. Ralph Singleton, Dir. National Colonial 
Farms: 

"Plans and Hopes for National Colonial 
Farms" 

Admiral Neill Phillips, President of ABS: 

"Topiary, What, Why and How" 

Adjournment about 3 P. M. DST 

Blandy Farm is on Route 50. If you drive west, it is 
about 2V2 miles beyond the Shenandoah River, with 
the entrance on your left. From Winchester going 
east, drive 8 miles to the Waterloo traffic light, then 
1 3/10 miles more to the Blandy entrance on your 
right. Entrance will be marked. 

VISIT HERONWOOD 
AFTER THE MEETING 

Following adjournment of the Annual Meeting, 
members and friends of The American Boxwood 
Society are cordially invited by ABS President Neill 
Phillips to top off the day with a visit to his beauti
ful gardens at Heronwood near Upperville, Virginia. 

Admiral Phillips' article on "Topiary" (p. 50) 
and his talk at the meeting will prepare you for the 
specialty of Heronwood, topiary in every stage of 
development; but this makes up only a small part 
of his gardens. Come and enjoy them all, in the 
pleasant company of boxwood friends old and new. 

The garden pictured above is below the terrace 
at the side of the house; it is patterned with box 
edgings and accented by standard box trees. 

Directions for reaching Heronwood will be given 
at the meeting, and local members will guide you 
if needed. 

45 



A young visitor to Oatlands is dwarfed by towering walls of "American" boxwood. 
Photograph by Allen Studios, Middleburg, Va. 

Photographs, except as otherwise noted, by courtesy 
of The National Trust for Historic Preservation. 

46 



The Box Gardens At OatSands 
It is probable that most visitors to Oatlands in 

northern Virginia, now open to the public as a Na
tional Trust property, are drawn by the fame of the 
stately mansion and its elegant furnishings. The 
home of the late Mrs. William Corcoran Eustis, giv
en and endowed by her daughters Mrs. David E. 
Finley and Mrs. Eustis Emmet as a memorial to their 
parents, it was her residence until so recent a time 
that it still has the gracious intimacy of a lived-in 
home, an atmosphere not often found in "museum" 
houses. 

For gardeners and especially Boxwood Society 
members, there is just as much attraction in the 
Oatlands gardens, which have been called one of the 
finest examples of early Virginia landscape design. 
The whole setting of Oatlands is beautiful. From its 
hilltop location the view on every side is of spacious 
lawns and fine old trees (the oak grove is famous), 
with the rolling fields and pastures of Loudoun 
County beyond, as far as the eye can see. But the 
formal gardens near the house cannot be seen at a 
glance; they have the charm of surprise. There is 
always the promise of yet another pleasure beyond 
the next hedge or around the next corner. It is box 
that gives these gardens their form and character 
— boxwood of great age, and some of comparatively 
recent planting; dwarf box hedges formally clipped, 
and paths bordered with "American" box growing 
freely and naturally to twice a man's height. The 
gardens are filled with color as flowering shrubs and 
perennials bloom in their seasons, but even when in 
winter these are gone, the boxwood keeps its green 
pattern against the snowy hillside. 

The gardens are truly a memorial to Mrs. Eustis, 
perhaps even a little more than the great house it
self. It was always her aim to keep the mansion 
architecturally unchanged, and its solid construction 
needed only surface restoration. The gardens, how
ever, were in need of much more attention. Mrs. 
Eustis not only restored desirable old plantings to 
good condition, but extended the garden area to the 
south and designed new terraces and parterres, so 
that the Oatlands gardens today are essentially her 
creation. 

George Carter built his house Oatlands between 
1800 and 1803, on an estate of 5000 acres of land 
given him by his father Robert (Councillor) Carter 
in 1798. The designs were taken largely from "A 
Treatise on Civil Architecture" by William Cham
bers, published in London in 1768. The book re
mained at Oatlands, and was given to Mrs. Eustis in 
later years by George Carter III, grandson of the 
builder. Mrs. Eustis used this source when designing 
the balustrade that now encloses the front terrace 
at Oatlands. 

During the building period, Oatlands was the 
only house for miles around, and was without water 
transportation or real roads. Everything needed for 
construction had to be made on the place. Trees 

were cut and hewn for wooden structural members, 
and bricks were molded and fired at the site. The 
majestic portico was not added until 1827 because of 
the isolated location; then, after a long exchange of 
letters, the columns and capitals were carved in New 
York and brought by sailing ship to Alexandria, 
thence overland by oxcart to Oatlands. 

Mr. and Mrs. Eustis first saw Oatlands in 1903. 
The Carter family had sold the estate in 1894 to 
Stilson Hutchins of. Washington, but he had not 
lived in it. When the Eustises drove up by horse and 
buggy, they found the house closed and barred, and 
the gardens delapidated and overgrown. The digni
fied old house and the beautiful countryside sur
rounding it, however, so impressed Mr. and Mrs. 
Eustis that they bought the land and house without 
even seeing the interior. 

The plans of Oatlands, both within and without, 
have a Georgian symmetry and simplicity. Exterior 
ornament is confined almost entirely to the portico. 
The interiors reflect the more sophisticated taste of 
the Adam period. The elaborate entrance door is 
flanked by windows with delicate leaded tracery 
which reappears in the lunette above the door, and 
is finished with carved pilasters and a patterned 
frieze. This would be a remarkable achievement for 
country workmen, but George Carter is said to have 
had a skilled cabinetmaker in residence. The octag
onal drawing room also has an elegant Adamesque 
cornice and frieze, though in other rooms the cornice 
moldings and ceiling details are more simple and 
heavy, of the Greek Revival type more typical of 
Southern interiors of this period. 

When in 1965 Mrs. David E. Finley and Mrs. 
Eustis Emmet gave the house with its furnishings, 
the gardens and 261 acres of farm land, with an en
dowment, to the National Trust, they also brought 
furniture, portraits and other decorative objects 
from the Georgetown house of the Eustis family as 
gifts and loans. Except for these additions, the rooms 
are as they were when Mrs. Eustis lived there. Logs 
burning in the fireplace on cool days, flowers pro
vided by the Leesburg Garden Club, a dining table 
set with china said to have belonged to George 
Washington, give the visitor the feeling that the 
family have only just stepped out of the door. 

George Carter the builder, is said to have had 
seven acres of gardens and a hothouse in which he 
cultivated tropical fruit. Even as late as 1865, an 
Army surgeon quartered at Oatlands wrote to his 
wife: "The House which was built in 1804 and its 
surroundings of beautifully shaped flower gardens 
— hot houses — terraces, nurseries and cottages 
after the old English style — presents for contem
plation one of the most beautiful spots in the Old 
Dominion." But in 1903, not much of this was left. 

On the west side of the garden, under the terrace 
southeast of the house, George Carter had built a 
row of little brick houses, probably slave quarters, 
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The summer house overlooks the lower, long terrace across the south end of the garden, bounded by a 
brick wall. The clipped box circle is one of two, set between lines of dwarf box that edge a grass walk from 
one side of the garden to the other. 

fronting on a great stone stairway. Finding these 
little buildings in ruins, Mr. and Mrs. Eustis had 
them taken down, built a high retaining wall, and 
extended the garden over to the wall, with a des
cending row of flower-filled beds where the houses 
had been, between the stair and the wall. On the 
other side of the stair and at right angles to its line, 
the terraces of the earlier garden, then bare of any
thing except grass, were redesigned by Mrs. Eustis 
into parterres with formal designs of clipped box. 
Four magnolia grandiflora trees were planted in one 
parterre centered by a sundial with the motto: 
"Time passes, memories remain". Near the foot of 
the great staircase is an old well-head which came 
from North Africa. At the opposite corner of the 
garden is a summer house or "tea house", a delight
ful retreat for a warm afternoon. 

At the foot of the garden on the east side, is a 
survival of the earliest garden to which Mrs. Eustis 
added a token of her personal memories. A grove of 
Tree Box, arborescens, as old as the house, with 
trunks guarled and twisted with age, has grown so 
high that it meets above one's head. In this shaded, 
peaceful Boxwood Grove Mrs. Eustis placed a little 

shrine, a memorial to her daughter Edith, who died 
when she was only twenty-four years old. It is a 
copy of "La Vierge d'Autun", a fifteenth century 
sculpture in Autun, France. 

Below the Boxwood Grove is an old family vault, 
dug back into the hill with only the front snowing; 
there is no inscription except the name "Carter". 
Marietta Minnegerode Andrews, who as a child used 
to visit her Aunt Kate Carter at Oatlands in the 
1870s, wrote of this spot: "The family vault is far 
down in the bottom of the terraced garden, deep 
among old cedars and hemlocks, draped with weep
ing willows, a dark and lonely spot. We children had 
a naughty way of pounding on the heavy, rusty, iron 
door, beating a tattoo with our fists and calling to 
the ancestral dead: 'Come out, Mister Carters! Come 
out!' " 

On the same side of the garden is the Bowling 
Green or Box Allee — it seems to be called by either 
name. This was a vegetable garden, indeed a potato 
patch, until Mrs. Eustis took it in hand, making a 
long, wide greensward from the tea house at the 
southern end to a small reflecting pool with the 

48 



statue of a faun, at the northern end. At first there 
was a euonymus hedge on each side, but it was killed 
by severe winter cold about thirty years ago, and 
replaced by "American" box, much of it grown by 
Mrs. Eustis herself from clippings of the old box. It 
is now of impressive size, and with a backing of tall 
cedars filled in with some privet and a few flower
ing shrubs, makes a high, solid green "wall". 

Another line of stone steps laid down by George 
Carter leads up to the house from this corner of the 
garden, and growing along this walk are old speci-
ments of B. suffruticosa, bent and sprawling with 
age but compact and healthy in growth. 

Outside the windows of the Octagonal Drawing 
Room, and unconnected with the main garden, there 
is a little box garden, a parterre of low box backed 
with taller bushes, which pleasantly screen some 
outbuildings from the view. 

The Oatlands gardens, extensive and complicated 
in pattern, are nearly impossible to describe in full. 
They are an interesting example of how separate 
parterres, terraces and plant groupings, each indi
vidually treated, can combine into a harmonious 
whole. The visitor who takes time to wander through 
all the green paths and shady bowers may find many 
spots he will admire more and remember longer 
tnan thoze we have included here; and he is sure to 
say, like the Queen of Sheba, that the half has not 
been told him. 

Oatlands is open to the public from the 1st of 
April to the 31st of October; weekdays from 10 A.M. 
to 5 P.M., Sundays from 1 to 5 P.M. It is on U.S. 15, 
about halfway between Leesburg on Route 7 and 
Gilberts Corner on Route 50, both west of Washing
ton, D. C. 

The "sundial" parterre, with four great magnolias set in a formal design of low, trimmed box. 
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TOPIARY 
By REAR-ADMIRAL NEILL PHILLIPS 

Topiary—A distortion of Nature. (Sir Walter Scott) 

Topiary—The absurd fashion of cutting and tortur
ing trees into all sorts of fantastic shapes. 
(Nicholson, Dictionary of Gardening) 

Topia—Ornamental gardening. (Cassell's Latin-Eng
lish Dictionary) 

Topiarius—A landscape gardener. (Cicero) 

The old Romans loved topiary and used it every
where. They seem to have worked principally in box
wood. Ever since their time, topiary work has gone 
up and down in the esteem of horticultural writers. 
For the past two hundred years or so, England has 
been the principal place for topiary; but even there 
it has come in for contumely from time to time, as 
you may see from the quotations given above. The 
naturalistic school didn't like it at all. But I do not 
believe that those who scorned it ever actually tried 
their hands at making topiary. It is too fascinating 
an occupation not to command one's affection and 
respect. Besides, the topiarist learns a great deal 
about plant materials and plant behavior. It is in
teresting that in the United States topiary is now 

having a revival, at the same time that bonsai dwarf 
trees are becoming popular. Americans who used to 
feel that worthwhile things should be done mechan
ically and swiftly now seem to be turning to crafts 
that require patient, individualistic skills. 

My wife and I got into topiary when we bought 
a house and garden in Virginia about 50 miles west 
of Washington, in 1955. There was an enormous 
amount of American boxwood on the place, much of 
which had been topiarized by a former owner. We 
fell in love with the shapes and forms at once, even 
though many of them had lost much of their outline 
during ten years of neglect. So we set about trying 
to learn how to restore the mishapen pieces and to 
create new pieces. Luckily, just at this time we hired 
a gardener, Roy Weeks, who had had topiary experi
ence and who combined imagination with technical 
skill. 

I shall now try to set down what we have learned 
about topiary in the past five years. I do not pretend 
to be an authority, and some of my data may be in
accurate; but I shall try to tell what I know about 
the subject. 
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Plant Materials 
In the U. S. we use boxwood, yew, hemlock, and 

privet as our principal topiary materials. In our 
own case, American boxwood, Buxus sempervirens, 
is used most, principally because we have so much 
of it on hand. It makes beautiful shapes and is very 
easy to train. Its main drawback is that it is not 
entirely winter hardy in very cold climates, and this 
limits its geographical range. 

Yew is a most satisfactory material; and if I were 
starting from scratch I should perhaps use it almost 
entirely. It is winter hardy, has a beautiful texture 
when clipped, and it may be used in both the upright 
and the spreading forms, depending on whether one 
wishes to make vertical shapes such as obelisks or 
to make free flowing designs such as swans. 

Hemlock, the common Tsuga canadensis, is also 
good for topiary work. It is winter hardy, fast grow
ing, and cheaper than boxwood or yew in fairly 
large sizes. It is coarser than boxwood and yew in its 
texture and is not so well adapted to complicated 
shapes; that is, it is best used for simple geometric 
forms such as obelisks or cubes. 

Privet is a popular topiary material and is inex
pensive, fast-growing and easily shaped. But it is 
not evergreen and it does not have the handsome 
texture of the other plants. 

Forms and Designs 
For all topiary (boxwood, yew, hemlock) we use 

the same general technique. First, before we decide 
what design we are going to shape the plant into, we 
try to see what its natural form reminds us of. That 
is, if you think the plant in its natural state has 
somewhat the outline of a fighting cock, then use 
that design. You will thus attain the finished shape 
much more quickly. For instance, we had a piece of 
rather untidy, sprawling American boxwood and we 
could not decide what to make of it. Then one day 
Roy Weeks "saw" an anteater in the bush. It has 
now been shaped into as authentic an anteater as 
one could ask for. 

Also, we consider groups of bushes, either al
ready growing together or transplanted by us to 
form a clump. For two bushes, with the main form 
of each to form a leg, a bird of some sort is indicat
ed; and for four bushes, a four-legged animal be
comes the model. 

Sometimes we form our composition by using 
several bushes growing in different places. For in
stance, there is a great demand for peacocks with 
spread tails. A piece of boxwood taken from a hedge 
(and we have lots of boxwood hedging available) 
is ideal for the fan-shaped tail because while grow
ing in the hedge the plant has been compressed on 
two sides. So we make peacocks' tails from plants 
in the hedge, and form the bodies from bushes grow
ing elsewhere. We generally have several tails and 
several bodies in production in various places, and 
when they shape up we match them harmoniously. 

First Pruning 
When we have decided on the form the plant is 

to be given, we prune it very severely into shape. 
Sometimes (depending on the nature of the plant 

The visitor to Heronwood, looking down a path 
walled with B. sempervirens, sees a topiary hen 
apparently crossing the view 

. . . . and as the visitor comes out on the lawn, he 
finds a whole poultry yard — hen and chickens in 
the foreground, peacocks at the far end. 
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American boxwood shaped into spiral form by the 
use of hedge clippers. No pruning, tying or wire 
form. This is the simplest topiary to produce, but 
nevertheless is very pleasing in appearance. 

Handsome rooster in American boxwood; made 
from two bushes, each supplying a leg; wire frame 
in head; height 54". 

and the design ) this first pruning gives only a rough 
outline of the form that will emerge eventually. For 
boxwood we usually do this heavy pruning in early 
spring, before the new growth has started. For yew 
and hemlock, we generally do it in late July or 
August. But the only time one should not start to 
topiarize a plant is late autumn or winter, as freez
ing weather may set in and damage the wounds. 

After this first shaping-up pruning, the plant 
generally looks terrible. When you are starting out 
as a topiarist it takes nerve to whack up a nice piece 
of yew or box, but you gain confidence as the months 
go by and new growth fills out the silhouette. 

For many designs it is necessary, or at least high
ly desirable, to shape the bush around a wire frame. 
Usually a two-dimensional frame is sufficient, but 
for some designs (such as a bird with outstretched 
wings) a three-dimensional frame is needed. We 
make our own frames from 1 4 " soft steel rod, bent 
with a pipe wrench to the outline we desire. When 
the frame has been put in place in the bush, we then 
tie the branches to it at various places in such man
ner as we think will best train the plant into the 
shape we are seeking. For tying we use rawhide 
strips which are cut for us at a shoemaker's or 
saddler's. String rots too quickly, and wire might 
cut the bark. 

Clipping and Tying 
Now your piece of topiary has been started, and 

henceforth all it needs is clipping and tying to de
velop the form as new growth fills out the plant. 
After a couple of years, the plant usually takes on a 
set form, and not much tying is needed. Clipping, 
however, is continued every year, in order to refine 
the form and to maintain a clean outline. 

Tying is done any time during the year when a 
branch gets out of position. Clipping and pruning 
may be done any time of the year, except late aut
umn and winter, when damage may result from 
freezing. But for best results we give one rather 
close clip-and-prune each year, and thereafter 
through the summer clip lightly as needed to pre
vent shagginess. For boxwood this principal cut is 
given every spring just before vigorous new growth 
begins. For yew and hemlock it is given in late July 
or in August. For boxwood, any but the very light
est clip in extremely hot dry weather will make the 
leaf edges turn brown. This does no harm but may 
make the bush temporarily look rusty. As tools we 
use a pair of very sharp hedging shears for general 
shaping, and a pair of sharp hand clippers to cut 
thick branches where necessary. We don't happen to 
have electric clippers, but I suppose one would be 
excellent for the job if properly used. 

Feeding and Watering 
In order to hasten the development of new 

growth and thus speed up the topiary process, spe
cial attention must be given to feeding and watering 
the plant during the formative period. Early each 
February, we feed with steamed bonemeal, about 
one pound for each three feet of height. Early in 
November we mulch with about 2" of rotted chicken 
manure or 4" of rotted cow manure. We omit this 
November feeding for established plants, but use it 
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during the formative years of a piece of topiary in 
order to speed up foliage growth. The bone meal and 
blood meal feeding we use on all our topiary, old 
and new. 

Since the encouragement of new growth is an 
important part of the process of developing a piece 
of topiary, sufficient watering is essential. Unless 
you can give your plant plenty of water, especially 
during long hot summers, it is not advisable to try 
to topiarize it. And, of course, the plant should not 
be allowed to go into cold weather with dry roots. 

Root-Pruning 
In working with topiary you should bear in mind 

that you may transplant a bush after it has been 
formed into shape. Frequently you will not be able 
to judge how and where it will fit into your garden 
design until after topiarizing has taken place. So it 
is a good idea to root prune the plant about the time 
topiary work commences, to lessen the shock of pos
sible future transplanting. Also, root pruning fre
quently speeds up foliage growth. 

When we transplant boxwood, yew, or hemlock 
topiary we follow the usual sound practices for any 
transplanting; Spray the foliage with Stop Wilt or 
some similar preparation to cut down transpiration 
while the roots are becoming re-established. Ball-
and-burlap. Protect the foliage with burlap or can
vas to prevent wind scalding if the plant is to be 
transported in a truck or open vehicle. Do not trans
plant during freezing weather or during the period 
of hot dry summer heat. And be sure that the plant 
gets enough water for at least a year after the trans
planting has been done, especially during the entire 
summer following the transplanting. If boxwood is 
transplanted to a location in full sun, and especially 
if it receives added light and heat reflected from 
nearby masonry, it is a good idea to protect it during 
at least the first summer with a lath or bamboo lat
ticework to give partial shade. 

Short-Cuts 
We have also developed a rather fascinating 

short cut to producing what looks like topiary, al
though it does not answer to the description of a 
clipped tree. We make three-dimensional shapes out 
of hardware cloth with Vi" or M > " mesh. The shapes 
are of all sorts; swans, geese, pouter pigeons, armil-
lary spheres, obelisks, ball-on-ball, etc. They range 
in height from about two to four feet. Each shape is 
filled with sphagnum moss to hold moisture, and is 
placed on the ground. Creeping euonymus, E. radi-
cans minimus, which has tiny dark-green leaves and 
a habit of rapid growth, is then planted around each 
shape. In a year or so the euonymus has covered the 
wire with a dense green mat that can be clipped to 
maintain a clean outline of form. The units can then 
be planted out in the garden or can be tubbed. The 
euonymus is hardy, disease resistant, and tolerant 
of either sun or shade. Altogether, this is a most 
satisfactory way of producing handsome topiary 
shapes. 

Reprinted with permission of the Horticultural So
ciety of New York, from their Bulletin issues of 
October and November 1960. 

Standardized American boxwood, about 45" tall, 
exclusive of the tub. This is a very handsome and 
elegant topiary form, but about 25 years is required 
to produce a specimen with such a clean trunk and 
large, compact head as the one shown. 

Wire mesh forms filled with sphagnum moss for 
making topiary designs using creeping euonymus. 
In foreground, obelisk-and-ball. In background, 
swans. 

Photographs by Admiral Phillips 
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New Booklet on Boxwood Growing 
Available From U. S. D. A. 

House and Garden Bulletin No. 120 — "Growing 
Boxwoods" — has just been published by the Infor
mation Division of the United States Department of 
Agriculture, and is available to the general public 
on request. 

This Bulletin supersedes Farmers' Bulletin No. 
1855, "Culture, Diseases and Pests of the Box Tree". 
It is more general in nature, offering information on 
species and varieties, hardiness, sites and soil, ferti
lization, watering and pruning, transplanting and 
winter protection, as well as diseases and pests and 
what to do about them. This last information was 
furnished by the Crops Research and Entomology 
Research Divisions of the U. S. Agricultural Re
search Service. 

When the whole subject of boxwood growing is 
covered in sixteen pages (with many excellent phot
ographs ), it is necessarily brief, and perhaps rather 
elementary for Boxwood Society members. How
ever, it is a valuable guide for the beginning box
wood grower, and for the home owner who just 
wants to know the best kinds of box to plant in his 

garden, and how to care for them. Even experienced 
growers will find it a handy, concise reference book 
when they want to look something up in a hurry. 

This applies particularly to the spraying schedule 
given in the booklet, which (with permission) we 
reproduce on the following page. This issue of the 
Boxwood Bulletin should reach its readers just as 
the spraying season begins for most of us; and you 
may find it convenient to have the schedule at hand 
now, instead of waiting until your request reaches 
the U. S. D. A. and is answered with a copy of Bulle
tin No. 120. 

Write to the Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Washington, D. C, 
20402, to order House and Garden Bulletin No. 120, 
"Growing Boxwoods". Price 10 cents. Please give 
Zip Code. 
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SPRAY SCHEDULE FOR BOXWOOD PESTS 
FIRST SPRAYING 

[Apply as soon as plants resume growth in spring; kills leaf miner larvae, 
scale insects, and young psyllids] 

Pesticide,1 formulation,2 Amount to mix with 
and strength 1 gallon of water 

Apply one: 

Lindane: EC, 20 percent 1 teaspoon. 
or 

Lindane: WP, 25 percent 1 level tablespoon. 
or 

Dimethoate: EC, 23.4 percent 2 teaspoons. 
or 

Summer oil: EC, 100 percent 5 tablespoons. 

SECOND SPRAYING 

[Apply between May 1 and May 15, or when head and wing pads of leaf 
miner pupae turn brown; kills adult leaf miners, psyllids, and mites. 
Repeat in 7 to 10 days] 

Apply one: 

A combination of— 
DDT: EC, 25 percent 1 tablespoon. 
Dicofol (Kelthane): EC, 18.5 percent 1 teaspoon. 

or 
A combination of— 

DDT; WP, 50 percent 2 level tablespoons. 
Dicofol (Kelthane): EC, 18.5 percent 1 teaspoon. 

THIRD SPRAYING 

[Apply June 15; kills young leaf miner larvae, psyllids, mites, and oyster-
shell scale crawlers. Repeat August 15 for scale] 

Dimethoate: EC, 23.4 percent 2 teaspoons. 
1 Lindane and DDT are insecticides; dicofol is a miticide; dimethoate is 

both an insecticide and a miticide. 

2 EC=emulsifiable concentrate; WP=wettable powder. 

From Home and Garden Bul
letin No. 120 — U. S. Depart
ment of Agriculture. 

Trade names are used in 
this publication solely for the 
purpose of providing specific 
information. Mention of a 
trade name does not consti
tute a guarantee or warranty 
of the product by the U. S. 
Department of. Agriculture or 
an endorsement by the De
partment over other products 
not mentioned. 

The American Boxwood So
ciety also wishes to make it 
clear that this statement is 
equally applicable to the use 
in The Boxwood Bulletin of 
any trade name. We do not 
endorse, and have not at any 
time endorsed, any commer
cial product over any other, 
and trade names are given 
only for your convenience. 
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R. B O D O N A E I S T I K P J V M H I S T O R I A E 

•Euxus. Buxum aut'cm Grarci TTV^OV voc.inc: Gertfna-
ni ^SUfl^baum : Bclga: BitrljGciu: impctictml 
verd vulgus f2>aImboctn: Irali Ecjjb: Galli ZvjS\ 
Angli Bdre: Bohemi puffpan. 

Mihor^/^/TTt/'go? ac Humibuxus dici po& 
fc viddtuc, aUt humilis Buxus. 

Buxi folia, quantum quidem guftabilis c|ini« 
litas o f t c d i C j C u m liccitatc quadam adftripguntj 
vfumtamen nullum in Mcdicina habent: naoi 
quodquidamhuius comamtufam apoplcciicis 
propincnc,radonc carcc; nam fru'&us vclodorc 
rrcquenti,quem ramcn cxiguum habct.cere-
bro ac capiti molcitus ell . Mulcum vero & & 
vcritace abcrrabicAqui huius fcobe, ligni Gua-
iaci locovcivoluenc. 

An early picture of Buxus sempervirens, with 
accompanying Latin text, from Stirpium Historiae 
Pemptades, by Rembert Dodoens, a Dutch physician 
and botanist who preceded Linnaeus by about a cen
tury. This book was often cited by Linnaeus, whose 
references generally fit the second edition, 1616, the 
one used here. The first edition was published in 
1583. 

The term Humibuxus or humilis buxus, low or 
dwarf box, had been used by a Swiss, Caspar Bauhin, 
ten years before Dodoens, to distinguish a small, 
rounder-leaved variety of the species Buxus, of 
which the higher-growing plant was considered the 
true type. 

In Dodoens' list of the names by which box is 
called in different countries — mostly variations of 
the word box — there is an eye-catching exception. 
"Impetitum vero vulgus Palmboom"; that is, in the 
vulgar or common tongue (everyday Dutch) it is 
Palmtree. This exception and the reasons for it are 
explained with a wealth of examples from folk and 
religious lore, and a great deal of interesting infor
mation on the culture and uses of box and its wood, 

in a book recently published in The Netherlands, 
Om Een Struik Die Palm Werd, by Dr. A. J. Bernet 
Kempers. The Bulletin hopes to publish an English 
summary with many pictures from the book in the 
near future. 

Mr. T. R. Dudley, Research Botanist at the Na
tional Arboretum in Washington, has kindly fur
nished us with what he says is a very loose transla
tion of part of the last paragraph of Latin above, as 
follows: "Box leaves may be used in limited quanti
ties for flavouring (taste), as well as an astringent 
(agent) when dried: it has little place in Medicine: 
with the exception that a drink (made from it) may 
be used with reasonable care for apoplectic coughs." 
Dodoens goes on to suggest the possibility of substi
tuting the wood and bark of Guiacum (from the 
West Indies). 

Besides rating box low in medicinal value, Dod
oens warned of its possible harm, especially to the 
brains. In the days of Queen Anne it was still 
thought that one's mind might be affected even by 
smelling box. Box is indeed classified today as 
slightly poisonous, because of the alkaloid buxine 
contained in the leaves and bark. Cattle and horses 
usually will not eat it because of the smell and taste, 
but those who do may become sick or even die. It 
can never have been popular medicinally because of 
the bitter disagreeable taste. It is said that when 
bees draw their nectar from the tiny flowers of box, 
the honey will be spoiled. 

However, in the days of herbal remedies and for 
a long time, decoctions of box have been used as 
purgatives, to induce perspiration in fevers, and for 
the treatment of rheumatism. They were continued 
for animals after they had been largely discontinued 
for people. Captain Reginald Vickers wrote in The 
Boxwood Bulletin (October, 1962): "During World 
War I, I received a letter from my brother-in-law, 
Mr. Kilby Pears of Brighton, England, who owned a 
large drug manufacturing business there. He told 
me that the anthelmintic (perspiration-inducing) 
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santonin was getting scarce, and wondered if an al
kaloid with anthelmintic properties might be found 
in box. His reason for suggesting the possibility was 
an account of a general practice among horse cab 
drivers, who fed box leaves to their horses for their 
anthelmintic property. He suggested that I should 
make up a tincture and try it out — I had told him 
that there was a considerable amount of box in the 
vicinity of our divisional line in Belgium. I decided 
not to experiment with the horses on active service 
at the front in my care." 

Captain Vickers went on to give an additional 
warning: "Box contains resinous and highly inflam
mable substances — it is almost explosive. The dan
ger of fire is very great, even with live box, and one 
should never forget this when disposing of cigarettes 
or matches in the garden. Rest assured that if fire 
ever breaks out in your box garden — due to such 
carelessness — it would be ashes before any fire-
fighting equipment could arrive." 

U. S. D. A. CAME TO BLANDY 
FOR HELP ON NEW BULLETIN 

Staff members of the Agricultural Research 
Service, U. S. Department of Agriculture, drew on 
the resources of Blandy Experimental Farm for 
much of the material, both text and photographic, 
used in their new Bulletin No. 120, "Growing Box
woods." 

The photographs on page 54 of this Boxwood 
Bulletin, showing varieties of boxwood, and the 
picture on this page, were taken at Blandy. The 
illustration below shows Mr. Clark Crabill, then 
acting head of the Orland E. White Arboretum at 
Blandy, pulling back the branches of a healthy speci
men of B. sempervirens to show the dense, lush 
foliage extending well into the interior of the plant. 

The booklet was written by Mr. Marshall Gall, 
and the photographs taken by Mr. Roy Nash and 
Mr. Murray Berman, all U. S. D. A. staff members. 

USE PESTICIDES 

WITH CARE 
This section on Precautions in the use of pesti

cides is taken from House and Garden Bulletin No. 
120, and is reprinted with the permission of the U. S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

Pesticides used improperly may cause injury to 
men and animals. Use them only when needed and 
handle them with care. Follow the directions and 
heed all precautions on the labels. 

Keep pesticides in closed, well-labeled contain
ers in a dry place. Store them where they will not 
contaminate food or feed, and where children and 
animals cannot reach them. 

When handling a pesticide, wear clean, dry cloth
ing. 

Avoid repeated or prolonged contact of pesticide 
with your skin. 

Wear protective clothing and equipment im spe
cified on the container label. Avoid prolonged in
halation of pesticide dusts or mists. 

Avoid spilling pesticide concentrate on your skin, 
and keep it out of your eyes, nose and mouth. If you 
spill any on your skin, wash it off immediately with 
soap and water. If you spill it on your clothing, 
launder the clothing before wearing it again. 

After handling a pesticide, do not eat, drink or 
smoke until you have washed your hands and face. 
Wash any exposed skin immediately after applying 
a pesticide. 

DDT and dicofol can be used safely without spe
cial protective clothing or devices, provided they are 
in diluted water-spray form. 

Dimethoate and lindane can be absorbed directly 
through the skin in harmful quantities. When work
ing with these insecticides in any form, take the 
same precautions as with concentrates. 

Avoid drift of pesticide to nearby wildlife habi
tats, bee yards, crops, or livestock. 

To protect water resources, fish and wildlife, do 
not contaminate lakes, streams or ponds with pesti
cide. Do not clean spraying equipment or dump ex
cess spray material near such water. 

Do not apply pesticides to plants during hours 
when honey bees and other pollinating insects are 
visiting them. 

Dispose of empty pesticide containers at a sani
tary land-fill dump, or crush and bury them at least 
18 inches deep in a level, isolated place where they 
will not contaminate water supplies. If you have 
trash-collection service, wrap small containers in 
heavy layers of newspapers and place them in the 
trash can. 
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"Queen Mary's Garden" in the Lake of Menteith. From a painting by Mary Wilson, 1934, used as an illus
tration in "Scots Gardens in Old Times", by Elizabeth S. Haldane. 

QUEEN MARY'S CHILD-GARDEN 
On the unruffled water (of the Lake of Monteith, 

in Scotland) lie several islets, plump with rich foli
age, brooding like great birds of calm. You somehow 
think of them as on, not in the lake, or like clouds 
lying in a nether sky — "like ships waiting for the 
wind." You get a coble, and a yauld old Celt, its 
master, and are rowed across to Inch-mahome, the 
Isle oj Rest. Here you find on landing huge Spanish 
chestnuts, one lying dead, others standing stark and 
peeled, like gigantic antlers, and other flourishing in 
their viridis senectus, and in a thicket of wood you 
see the remains of a monastery of great beauty, the 
design and workmanship exquisite. You wander 
through the ruins, overgrown with ferns and Span
ish filberts, and old fruit-trees, and at the corner of 
the old monkish garden you come upon one of the 
strangest and most touching sights you ever saw — 
an oval space of about eighteen feet by twelve, with 
the remains of a double row of boxwood all round, 
the plants of box being about fourteen feet high, and 
eight or nine inches in diameter, healthy, but plain
ly of great age. 

What is this? It is called in the guidebooks Queen 
Mary's Bower, but besides its being plainly not in 
the least a bower, what could the little Queen, then 
five years old and "fancy free", do with a bower? 

It is plainly the Child-Queen's Garden, with her lit
tle walk, and its rows of boxwood, left to themselves 
for three hundred years, Yes, without doubt, "here 
is that first garden of her simpleness." Fancy the 
little lovely royal child, with her four Marys, her 
playfellows, her child maids of honour, with their 
little hands and feet, and their innocent and happy 
eyes, pattering about that garden all that time ago, 
laughing and running and gardening as only chil
dren do and can. As is well known, Mary was placed 
by her mother in this Isle of Rest before sailing from 
the Clyde for France. There is something "that tirls 
the heart-strings a' to the life" in standing and look
ing on this unmistakable relic of that strange and 
pathetic old time. Were we Mr. Tennyson, we would 
write an Idyll of that child Queen, in that garden of 
hers, eating her bread and honey — getting her 
teaching from the holy men, the monks of old, and 
running off in wild mirth to her garden and her 
flowers, all unconscious of the black, lowering thun
dercloud on Ben Lomond's shoulder. 

"Oh, blessed vision! happy child! 
Thou art so exquisitely wild! 
I think of thee with many fears 
Of what may be thy lot in future years. 
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I thought of times when Pain might be thy guest, 
Lord of thy house and hospitality. 
And Grief, uneasy lover! never rest 
But when she sat within the touch of thee. 
What hast thou to do wi th sorrow, 
Or the injuries of tomorrow?" 

You have ample t ime to linger there amid " the 
gleams, the shacows, and the peace profound," and 
get your mind informed with quietness and beauty, 
and fed with thoughts of other years, and of her 
whose story, like Helen of Troy's, will continue to 
move the hear ts of men as long as the grey h i lh 
stand round about that gentle lake, and are mir
rored at evening in its depths. You may do and en
joy all this, and be in Princes Street ( Edinburgh) by 
evening; and we wish we were as sure of many 
things as of your saying, "Yes, this is a pleasure that 
has pleased, and will please again; this was some
thing expected which did not disappoint." 

From a little book, "In Praise of Old Gardens", 
printed by Thomas B. Mosher, Portland, Maine, in 
1912; a collection of short essays by Vernon Lee and 
others. Mr. Mosher says of the one we have quoted: 
"The brief prose poem by Dr. John Brown has an 
appeal to me, at least, all the more lasting because 
I once visited Inch-mahome, and have seen what he 
so beautifully imagined was the actual spot where 
the baby queen, the tragic Mary of later years, long 
ago took her childish pleasures." 

Ruins of the Augustinian Priory of Inchmahome. 
Crown Copyright Photographs reproduced by per
mission of the Ministry of Public Building and 
Works. 

Dr. John Brown (1810-1882) was a Scottish phy
sician who is remembered today chiefly as the author 
of "Rab and His Friends" and "Marjorie Fleming: 
A Sketch", the first about a noble dog and the second 
about one of the most beguiling little lassies in all 
literature. It will be noted that Dr. Brown refers to 
"Mr." and not "Lord" Tennyson; the poet did not 
receive his peerage until 1884. 



HISTORY AND BOXWOOD 

Little Mary Queen of Scots, accompanied by her 
playmates of the same age and Christian name, her 
"four Maries", was brought to Inchmahome as a 
refuge from the factional struggles of her turbulent 
country, in September 1547. She had become Queen 
on the death of her father when she was six years 
old, and when she arrived at the peaceful isle in the 
Lake of Menteith she had not reached her fifth 
birthday. 

The date of her coming to Inchmahome is record
ed, but historians differ on the length of her stay. 
Some say it was only three weeks; others, that it was 
her mother the Queen Regent, Mary of Guise, who 
went away at that time, leaving the little Queen in 
safety with her retinue of nurses and governesses. 
At the longest, Mary stayed only until the following 
summer, when she was sent to France. She did not 
return to Scotland until she was nearly nineteen, 
and had become the widowed Queen of France as 
well as the reigning Queen of Scots. 

It is not definitely recorded that she ever again 
came to Inchmahome, though she did stay at Stir
ling Castle more than once during her troubled 
reign of seven years, and may from there have paid 
a passing visit to her childhood playground. At any 
rate, her name has been associated with this ancient 
stand of box, ever since her lifetime. 

It is possible that this little garden had been 
planted with box before she came, and was suffi
ciently grown and flourishing to make the sort of 
sheltered, rather private corner that children de
light to call their own. If not, it may have been be
gun by the monks in the expectation that her stay 

would be long enough for the little girl to watch and 
enjoy its development into "her" garden. 

In any case, more than four centuries have passed 
since this boxwood was set out, even with generous 
allowance for several years' variation in the actual 
date of planting. Are there older stands of boxwood 
than this, whoie beginnings can be determined like 
this of Inchmahome in relation to known historical 
dates? If there are, we should be glad to hear about 
them. 

Inchmahome is in Perthshire, not far from Stob-
hill, the Scottish home of the Earl and Countess of 
Perth. At the request of The Boxwood Bulletin, 
Lady Perth kindly visited the isle last summer and 
with some difficulty photographed the boxwood for 
us. Her accompanying letter said: 

"As you see, the box is planted on a low wall 
with steps up. It is an oval 15 feet across by 24 feet 
long. The trees are now 18 to 20 feet high, and arch
ing over the oval so that one is entirely under cover. 
It looks as though in the past some low hanging 
branches had layered themselves, giving an impres
sion of a double row of planting. The boxwood looks 
healthy and it appears to be the ordinary English 
variety. It is a lovely peaceful spot quite beautiful 
on a sunny day." 

It will be noted that Dr. Brown, visiting Inchma
home over eighty years ago, thought the box had 
been planted as a double row, and gave the height 
as only 4 to 6 inches lower than today. This sug
gests a tendency in very old box to sprawl rather 
than to add height, a characteristic which may be 
seen in the 200-year-old English box at Gunston 
Hall. 



Figure 1. Photograph, Thomas L. Williams, Februiry 1 9 6 7 . 

BUXUS SEMPERVIRENS MEMORIAL 
By DR. J . T. BALDWIN, JR. 

Figure 1 shows a handsome, billowy boxwood in 
Cedar Grove Cemetery, Williamsburg, Virginia. My 
horticultural friends in Colonial Williamsburg claim 
that this is a specimen of Buxus sempervirens suf
fruticosa; I disagree, and because this is the mother 
plant of an exceedingly good clone I call attention 
to it here. 

The mother plant is on the grave of Laura B. 
Poulson, whose headstone records that she died 
August 2 4 , 1 9 0 7 and carries the inscription "Gone 
but not forgotten". I accordingly name this clone 
'Memorial'. The plant is likely as old as the grave. 
The plant has a more open habit than suffruticosa, 
and its vegetatively propagated progeny have a dif
ferent shape: they approach a rectangular outline 
rather than the globo.re shape that one associates 
with suffruticosa. And 'Memorial' has a darker win
ter color. 

Figure 2 shows plants about fifteen years old and 
propagated by Merlin Larson. He has probably 
grown two hundred plants of this clone and of this 
age: Colonial Williamsburg has about half of them; 

Admiral Phillips has five at "Heronwood"; Mr. and 
Mrs. Duncan Cocke have the others at Ridings Cove 
here in Williamsburg. 

Visitors to Williamsburg who wish cuttings can 
readily locate the mother plant near the west wall of 
Cedar Grove Cemetery. 

NEW MEMBERS 

Hill, D. H. Library, N. C. State of U. N. C , Raleigh, 
N. C. 2 7 6 0 7 

Schiller, Mrs. Morgan B., Wye House, Easton, Mary
land 2 1 6 0 1 

Smithers, Mrs. J . Westwood, 5 4 0 3 Ditchley Rd., 
Richmond, Va. 2 3 2 2 6 

U. S. National Arboretum, Washington, D. C. 2 0 2 5 0 
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